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PREFACE. 


IbERNAL  DIAZ  DEL  CASTILLO,   regidor  of  this  loyal  ay  of 
Guatimala,  and  author  of  the  following  moft  true  hiftory,  i^^tlng  the 
time  I  was  writing  the  fame,  happened  to  fee  a  work^ompofed  by 
Francifco  Lopez  de  Gomara,  the  elegance  of  which  p«ade  me  blulh  for 
tl\e  vulgarity  of  my  own,  and  throw  down  my  ^n  in  defpair.     But 
when  I  had  read  it,  I  found  that  the  whole  ,<yas  a  mifreprefentation, 
and  alfo  that  in  his  extin.ordinary  exaggera''Oris  of  the  numbers  of  the 
natives,  and  of  thofe  who  were  killeii  iwtlW  uiittn.-"  i-.„t.o   hh  account 
was  utterly  unworthy  of  belief.     ^'-  "ever  much  exceeded  four  hun- 
dred men.  and  if  we  had  fourafuch  numbers  bound  hand  and  foot 
we  could  not  have  put  th^'  to  death.     But  the  fad  was,  we  had 
enough  to  do  to  protefi'ourfelves,  for  I  vow  to  God,  and  fay  Amen 
thereto,  that  we  ^j<sre  every  day  repeating  our  prayers,  and  fupphcatmg 
to  be  delivered  from  the  perils  that  furrounded  us.     Alaric  a  moft  brave 
king,  »«f  Attila  a  proud  warrior,  never  killed  fo  many  of  their  foes 
as  we  are  faid  by  that  hiftorian  to  have  done  in  New  Spain.     He  alfo 
fays  we  burned  many  cities  and  temples  j  and  this  he  does  to  aftonifli 
his  reader;  not  feeming  to  recoiled  that  any  of  the  true  conquerors 
cxifted,  to  contradid  him.     He  alfo  enhances  the  merit  of  one  officer 
at  the  expence  of  another;  fpeaking  of  fome  as  captains  who  were  not 
with  us.  p' 
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He  fays  that  Cortes  gave  orders,  fecretly,  for  the  deftru(flion  of 
the  fliips;  whereas  it  was  done  by  the  common  confent  of  all,  to  have 
the  afliftance  of  the  mariners.  He  alfo  depreciates  Juan  de  Grijalva 
moll  unjuftly  j  he  being  a  very  valiant  captain.  He  omits  the  difcovery 
of  Yucatan  by  De  Cordova,  and  is  in  an  error  again  when  he  fpeaks  of 
the  firfl:  expedition  of  Garray,  as  if  Garray  had  come  with  it.  In  what 
Concerns  the  defeat  of  Narvaez,.  his  account  is  conformable  to  the  rela- 
tion^ ^iven ;  but  in  that  of  the  wars  of  Tlafcala  he  is  as  erroneous  as 
ever.  /Kto  the  war  in  Mexico,  where  we  loll  above  eight  hundred 
and  feventy  ^Idiers,  this  he  treats  as  a  matter  of  little  importance;  and 
he  makes  no  mfes^iion  of  our  lolTes  in  the  fubfequent  liege,  but  fpeaks 
of  it  as  if  it  had  bee^a  fellival^  or  a  marriage!  but  why  Ihould  I  wafte 
paper  and  ink  in  the  de^ion  of  his  numerous  errors  j  I  will  therefore 
proceed  v/ith  my  relation,  1^  according  to  what  che  wife  fay,  the  art 
and  beauty  of  hiftorJc^  compoikic^  is,  to  write  the  truth  j  and  proceed- 
rng  upon  this  rule,  with  fuch  emb^fhment  and  ornament  as  I  Ihall 
hereafter  judge  expedient,  I  will  relate  ^d  bring  into  full  light  the 
conqueft  of  New  Spain,'  and  the  heroic  ferv^es  of  us  the  true  conque- 
,*  rors,  who  with  our  fmall  numbers,  under  the  adventurous  and  brave 
Captain  Hernando  Cortes,  and  with  great  danger  aM  hardfhips,  gained 
to  his  Majelly  this  rich  country j  for  which  fervice  hk  Majefty  has 
frequently  ilTued  his  orders  that  we  fhould  be  amply  rewarded.  More- 
over, as  a  good  pilot  founds,  and  difcovers  fhoals  and  fands  as  he  pro- 
ceeds, by  the  lead  and  line,  fo  will  I,  with  my  pen  in  my  hand,  expofe 
mifreprefentations,  in  my  voyage  through  the  hiflory  of  Gomara,  to 
the  haven  of  truth;  butif  I  were  to  point  out  every  error,  the  chaflF 
would  outweigh  the  grain. 

My  relation  will  give  to  hiilorians  fufficient  whereby  to  celebrate 
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our  general,  Cortes,  and  the  brave  conquerors  by  whofe  hands  this 
holy  and  great  undertaking  fucceedcd ;  for  this  is  no  hiilory  of  diftant 
nations,  nor  vain  reveries;  I  relate  that  of  which  I  was  an  eye  witnefs, 
and  not  idle  reports  and  hearfay:  for  truth  is  facred.  Gomara  received 
and  wrote  fuch  accounts  as  were  intended  to  enhance  the  fame  and  merit 
of  Cortes;  no  mention  being  made  by  him  of  our  valiant  captains  and 
foldiers;  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  work  (hews  how  much  he  was 
influenced  by  his  attachment  to  that  family  by  whom  he  and  his  are 
patronifed.  He  has  alfo  milled  the  Dodor  Illefcas,  and  Bifliop  Paulus 
Jovius. 

The  following  hiftory  I  have  brought  to  its  conclufion,  in  the 
loyal  city  of  Guatimala,  the  refidence  of  the  royal  court  of  audience,  on 
this  twenty  fixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  feventy  two. 
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Expedition  of  Hernandez  de  Cordova,    A.  D.  1517. 


I 


N  the  year  1514,  I  left  Caftille  in  company  with  Pedro  Arias  de  Avik, 
who  was  then  appointed  governor  of  Tierra  Firma,  with  whom  I  arrived 
at  the  port  of  Nombre  de  Dios.  A  peftilence  raged  at  that  time,  of 
which  many  foldiers  died,  and  moft  of  the  furvivors  were  invalids.  The 
governor  P.  A.  De  Avila  hadajealoufy  which  terminated  fatally,  with 
an  Hidalgo  who  had  conquered  that  province,  of  which  he  was  Captain : 
his  name  was  Vafco  Nunez  de  Balboa,  a  rich  man,  and  to  whom  Avila 
had  married  his  Daughter;  but  being  afterwards  fufpicious  that  his  Son- 
in-law  had  an  intention  of  revolting,  he  caufed  him  to  be  beheaded. 
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When  we  faw  that  troubles  were  hkely  to  enfue,  and  learned  that 
the  Ifland  of  Cuba  had  been  lately  gained  under  the  government  of  Diego 
Vclafquez,  a  certain  number  of  us,,  perfons  of  quality  who  had  come 
with  Avila,  refolved  to  demand  his  permiflion  to  go  to  Cuba.     This  he 
readily  granted  us ;  not  wanting  fo  many  foldiers  as  had  come  with  him 
from  Cailille,  for  the  country  of  which  he  was  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ment, had  but  few  inhabitants,  and  was  already  conquered.     PermifTion 
being  obtained  we  failed  for  Cuba,  and  arriving  there,  waited  on  the  go- 
vernor, who  received  us  kindly,  and  promifed  to  give  us  the  firft  lands 
that  (hould  fall  vacant.     Three  years  however  elapfed,  reckoning  from 
the  time  we  left  Caftille,  and  no  fettlements  had  as  yet  offered.     Con- 
fidering  this  therefore  as  fo  much  lofs  of  time,  one  hundred  and  ten  of 
us  elected  for  our  Captain  a  rich  Hidalgo  of  Cuba  named  Francifco  Her- 
nandez de  Cordova,  and  determined  to  fet  out  under  his  command,  upon 
a  voyage  of  difcovery.     For  this  purpofc  we  bought  two  veffels  of  con- 
iiderable  burthen,  and  our  third  was  a  bark  w^hich  we  obtained  on  credit 
from  the  governor  Velafquez  j  he  however  propofed  as  a  condition,  that 
we  fhould  engage  the  foldiers  to  make  a  defcent  on  certain  Iflands  be- 
tween Cuba  and  Honduras,  named  Los  Guanages,  to  feize  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  and  make  flaves  of  them,  in  order  thereby  to  pay  the  cofl 
of  the  bark ;  but  when  the  propofal  of  Velafquez  was  made  known  to 
the  foldiers,  we  to  a  man  refufed  it,  faying,  that  it  was  not  juft,  nor  did 
-God  or  the  King  permit,  that  free  men  fhould  be  made  flaves,. 

Velafquez  was  immediately  convinced,  and  alTented  to  the  juflice  of 
what  we  faid,  and  he  gave  us  alfo  what  affiftance  he  could  as  to  provi- 
lions.  We  laid  in  a  fl:ore  of  Hogs,  which  were  then  fold  at  three 
Crowns  each,  and  Caflava  bread,  there  being  in  Cuba  neither  Oxen  or 
Sheep.  With  fuch  poor  provifions,  and  fome  trifling  Toys  and  Orna- 
ments for  the  Indians,  we  prepared  ourfelves  for  the  voyage,  having 
engaged  three  Pilots,  the  principal  of  whom  was  Anthon  de  Alaminos, 
a  native  of  Palos;  the  other  two  were  named  Camacho  de  Triana,  and 
Juan  Alvarez  el  Manquillo  de  Huelva.  Having  provided  ourfelves  as 
well  as  .we  could  with  every  neceifary,  we  all  affembled  at  a  port  on  tlae 
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North  of  the  Ifland,  eight  leagues  from  the  town  of  St.  Chriftopher^  the 
fettlers  of  which  were  two  years  after  removed  to  the  Havannah.  This 
port  is  called  in  the  language  of  Cuba,  Agaruco.  That  our  expedition 
might  be  condu<5ted  on  proper  principles,  we  perfuaded  a  Clergyman  of 
that  town  named  Alonzo  Gonzales,  to  accompany  us,  and  we  alfo  chofe 
for  Veedor  a  foldier  named  Bernardino  Iniguez,  that  in  cafe  Gold  fhould 
happen  to  fall  in  our  way,  the  proper  Officer  might  be  at  hand,  to  take 
care  of  his  Majeily's  rights. 

On  the  eighth  of  February  15 1 7r  having  recommended  ourfelves  to 
God,  and  the  bleffed  Virgin,  we  failed  from  the  port  of  Agaruco,  and  in 
twelve  days  palTedSt.  Anton,  otherwife  called  the  land  of  theGuanatareyes^ 
a  tribe  of  favages.  Doubling  this  Point,  -we  failed  at  hazard  towards 
that  part  of  the  Horizon  where  the  Sun  fet,  utterly  ignorant  of  (hallows, 
currents,  or  prevailing  winds.  During  our  voyage  a  fterm  came  ori^ 
and  far  two  days  and  two  nights  we  were  in  the  mofl  imminent  danger; 
the  wind  however  fubfided,  and  in  twenty-one  days  from  our  leaving 
the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  we  faw  land  which  had  never  before  been  difco- 
vered.  We  alfo  on  approaching  perceived  a  large  town,  at  the  diflance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  coaft,  which  from  its  fize,  it  exceeding  any 
town  in  Cuba  we  named  Grand  Cairo.  The  fmalleft  VefTel  was  then 
ordered  to  approach  and  examine  the  neighbouring  coaft. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  March,  five  Canoes  came  off  to 
us.  Thefe  vefTels  are  like  troughs,  made  of  one  entire  tree,  and  many 
of  them  capable  of  containing  fifty  men.  We  made  fignals  of  invitation 
to  thofe  on  board,  with  which  they  readily  complied,  not  (hewing  the 
leaft  apprehenfion.  Above  thirty  entered  the  principal  veild,  where 
they  were  treated  with  fuch  provifions  as  we  could  give  them,  and  each 
was  prefented  with  a  ftring  of  green  beads.  After  admiring  the  veffels 
for  fome  time  their  chief  defired  to  return,  faying  that  he  would  on  the 
enfuing  day  come  again  to  us  with  more  Canoes,  in  order  to  bring  us  to 
land.  Thefe  Indians  wore  clofe  drelTes  of  cotton,  their  waifts  being 
girded  with  a  narrow  cloth;  in.  which,  we  obferved  that  they  exhibited 
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more  fenfe  of  decency  than  the  natives  of  Cuba,  with  whom  this  drcfs 
was  ufed  by  the  women  only.  On  the  enfuing  day,  the  fame  chief 
came  with  twelve  large  Canoes,  and  made  fignals  to  our  Captain  that  he 
would  bring  us  to  land.  This  he  expreffed  by  faying,  *•  Con-Efcotoch/* 
*♦  Con-Efcotoch,"  which  fignifies,  come  to  our  town :  and  it  was  from  this 
that  we  gave  it  the  name  of  Punta  de  Cotochc.  It  was  determined  by  us 
to  accept  the  invitation,  obferving  the  proper  precaution  of  going  all  in  a 
body,  and  by  one  embarkation,  as  we  perceived  the  fhore  to  be  lined 
with  Indians.  We  therefore  hoifted  out  our  own  boats,  and  in  tliem, 
with  twelve  Canoes  brought  to  us  by  the  chief,  and  our  fmalleft  veflel 
we  proceeded  to  the  land.  On  arriving  there  we  halted  for  a  time  to 
confider  what  fhould  be  done,  but  the  Cacique  or  Chief  flill  urging  us  by 
ligns  to  advance,  we  proceeded  in  good  order,  with  fifteen  crofs-bows  and 
ten  mufquets,  the  chief  guiding  us,  and  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
the  natives.  On  a  fudden,  as  we  pafTed  by  fome  thick  woods,  the 
Cacique  began  to  call  out  loudly  to  a  body  of  Indians  which  he  had 
pofled  there  in  ambufcade;  they  fallied  out  upon  us  at  the  fignal,  and 
poured  in  a  difeharge  of  arrows,  whereby  they  wounded  fifteen  of  our 
foldiera. 

Thcfe  warriors  were  armed  with  thick  coats  of  cotton,  and  carried, 
befides  their  bows  and  arrows,  lances,  fliields  and  flings;  they  alfo 
wore  ornaments  of  feathers  on  their  heads.  Having  difcharged  their 
arrows  they  advanced,  and  attacked  us  with  their  lances,  but  the  keen- 
nefs  of  our  fwords  and  the  effed:  of  our  crofs-bows  and  mufquetry  foon 
drove  them  to  a  diflance,  with  the  lofs  of  fifteen  left  dead  upon  the  fpot. 
Near  the  place  of  this  ambufcade  were  three  buildings  of  lime  and  flone, 
wherein  were  idols  of  clay  with  diabolical  countenances,  and  in  ftrange 
unnatural  poflures,  and  feveral  wooden  chefts  which  contained  fimilar 
idols  but  fmaller,  fome  vefTels,  three  diadems,  and  fome  imitations  of 
birds  and  fifhes  in  alloyed  gold.  The  buildings  of  lime  and  ftone,  and 
the  gold  gave  us  a  high  idea  of  the  Country  we  had  difcovered.  On 
our  return  to  the  fliore  we  had  the  fatisfadiion  to  find,  that  while  we 
were  fighting,  our  chaplain  Gonzales  had  taken  care  of  the  cheils  and 
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their  "contents,  which  he  had  with  the  affiilance  of  two  Indians  of  Cuba 
brought  off  fafely  to  our  (liips.  In  this  acflion  we  made  two  natives  pri- 
foncrs,  who  were  afterwards  baptized,  and  called  by  the  names  of  Melchor, 
and  Julian.  Having  re-embarked,  we  proceeded  as  before,  coafling 
towards  the  Weil. 

After  fifteen  days  cautious  failing  by  an  unknown  coaft,  we  dif- 
covered  from  our  fhips  a  large  town  with  an  inlet  which  was  apparently 
a  River.  This  place  we  named  from  the  day  on  which  we  difcovered  it, 
which  was  Sunday  of  Lazarus ;  and  here  we  determined  to  endeavour  to 
procure  water,  of  which  we  were  in  want,  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  our 
cafks,  our  limited  means  not  enabling  us  to  purchafe  proper  vefTels  for 
that  purpofe.  As  the  tides  run  very  far  out,  we  left  our  large  fhips  a 
league*s  diflance  from  the  fhore,  and  proceeding  thither  well  armed, 
came  to  the  water  which  fupplied  the  town ;  for  in  this  Country  as  far  as 
we  could  obferve,  there  are  no  running  flreams.  Here  we  filled  our 
cafks,  and  juftas  we  had  finifhed,  about  fifty  Indians  drefled  in  cotton 
mantles  and  to  all  appearance  chiefs,  approached  us,  enquiring  by  figns 
what  we  wanted  ;  to  which  we  replied  in  the  fame  manner,  that  we  came 
for  water,  and  were  returning  to  our  vefTels.  They  then  pointed  to  the 
Eafl,  by  way  of  afking  if  we  came  from  that  quarter,  repeating  feveral 
times  the  word  "  Caftillan;"  after  which  they  invited  us  to  their  town, 
to  which  we  proceeded  with  them,  and  arrived  at  fome  large,  and  very 
well  conilrudied  buildings  of  lime  and  flone,  with  figures  of  ferpents 
and  of  idols  painted  upon  the  walls.  When  we  entered  thefe  temples, 
for  fuch  they  were,  we  perceived  about  one  of  the  altars  traces  of  blood 
frefh  fpilled  j  there  were  alfo  feveral  idolatrous  figures  and  fymbols,  all 
which  contributed  to  imprefs  us  with  furprife  and  horror.  During  this 
time  the  Indians  behaved  peaceably,  but  colleded  in  great  numbers, 
which  put  us  upon  our  guard  though  they  appeared  only  to  be  attrad:ed 
by  curiofity.  A  body  of  natives  foon  appeared,  dreffed  in  very  ragged 
mantles,  and  each  bearing  a  bundle  of  dry  reeds,  which  having  depo- 
fited  together,  they  retired.  /  After  them  came  two  bodies  of  warriors, 
each  commanded  by  its  captain,  who  drew  them  up  oppofite  to  us;  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  after  which,  ten  priefls  rufhed  out  of  an  adjoining  temple. — 
They  were  drclled  in  loofe  robes  of  white  cotton,  their  long  hair  was  clot- 
ted with  blood,  and  matted  and  twifted  together  fo  as  to  be  apparently 
impoflible  to  be  feparated ;  they  had  in  their  hands  vefTels  containing  fire 
and  aromatics,  with  which  they  fumigated  us,  making  figns  at  the  fame 
time,  that  unlefs  we  quitted  their  Country  before  the  fuel  lying  by  us  was 
confumed,  they  would  put  us  to  death.  They  then  kindled  the  faggots, 
dnd  retired  without  doing  any  thing  more.  The  warriors  however 
began  to  make  a  noife  by  whiftling,  founding  their  horns,,  and  drums. 
Tiiefe  formidable  preparations  made  us  think  it  moft  prudent  to  retire, 
which  we  accordingly  did,  and  regaining  our  boats  on  board  of  which 
the  water  cafks  had  been  already  put,  we  embarked,  and  reaching  our 
veflels,  proceeded  on  our  voyage.  We  coafled  for  fix  days,  during 
which  time  we  encountered  a  violent  gale  of  wind  from  the  North,  and 
were  in  imminent  danger  of  being,  driven  on  fhore.  We  alfo  fuffered 
from  want  of  water,  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the  veffels,  and  were  eon- 
ftantly  obliged  to  go  on  fhore  and  fink  wells,  in  order  to  procure  a  daily 
fupply.  Continuing  our  route,  we  arrived  oppofite  a  town  about  a 
league  from  the  coaft,  which  we  determined  to  proceed  to,  and  for  that 
purpofe  cafl  anchor. 

This  town  the  name  of  which  was  Pontonchan,  contained  feveral 
buildings  of  lime  and  ftone,  and  was  furrounded  by  fields  of  maize. — 
Having  landed  and  found  a  fpring  of  water,  while  we  were  engaged  in 
filling  our  calks,  large  bodies  of  warriors  approached  us  in  filence  j  they 
were  armed  with  their  ufual  mifiile  weapons,  (hields,  and  two  handed 
fwords.  Their  bodies  were  covered  by  a  defenfive  armour  of  cotton 
reaching  to  the  knees,  their  faces  painted  black,  white,  and  red,  and 
plumes  of  feathers  ornamented  their  heads.  They  accofted  us  in  the 
fame  manner  that  the  nati^^es  of  Campeche  had  done,  pointing  to  the 
Eaft  and  faying  **  Caftillan,  Cajflillan,"  we  replied  to  them  by  figns 
that  we  came  from  the  Eaft,  but  were  much  perplexed  to  know  the 
meaning  of  this  exprefiion,  or  whether  to  conftrue  it  favorably  or  other- 
wife;  and  as  we  mc^nt  to  remain  on  fhore,  for  the  night,  we  formed 
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ourfelves  into  a  body,  and  kept  a  good  watch  in  every  diredlion;  being 
alio  occupied  in  confulting  upon  the  arrangement  of  our  future  move- 
ments. During  this  time  we  heard  a  great  noife  among  the  Indians, 
which  we  confidered  as  portending  us  no  good.  Some  of  us  were  for 
embarking,  but  that  was  confidered  too  dangerous  to  attempt  in  t^e 
face  of  the  enemy,  others  were  for  attacking  them,  on  the  old  principle 
that  he  who  makes  the  firft  attack  conquers ;  but  we  had  at  leafl:  three 
hundred  to  encounter,  for  each  one  of  us,  and  this  was  confidered  too  rafh. 
While  thus  occupied,  day  broke,  and  gave  us  a  fight  of  our  danger.  We 
comforted  each  other  with  hopes  of  God*s  mercy,  and  each  determined 
to  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft.  We  foon  perceived  great  bodies  of  war- 
riors advancing,  with  colours  flying,  and  joining  themfelves  to  thofe 
who  had  affembled  on  the  preceding  night.  They  then  enclofed  us  on 
^11  fides,  fighting  with  us  foot  to  foot,  and  wounded  above  ten  of  our 
foldiers  j  the  execution  However  of  our  fire  arms  and  fwojds  made  them 
draw  off  a  little,  but  it  was  only  to  ufe  their  arrows  to  more  effed:.-- ^ 
They  continually  cried  out,  **  Al  Calachioni,"  or  fhoot  at  the  captain;  in 
confequence,  he  received  no  lefs  than  twelve  arrows.  I  alfo  got  three  for 
my  (hare,  one  of  which,  in  my  left  fide,  was  very  dangerous,  and  two 
of  our  foldiers  they  carried  off  alive  j  one  was  named  Alonzo  Bote,  the 
other  was  an  old  Portuguefe.  Our  captain  feeing  that  all  our  exertions 
to  drive  them  off  were  ineffectual,  that  the  enemy  were  continually 
receiving  fupplies,  while  we  had  above  fifty  of  our  number  killed,  de- 
termined to  endeavour  to  cut  his  way  through  them.  This  we  effe(5led, 
being  formed  into  a  compa(S  body.;  but  they  purfued  us  at  our  heels, 
attacking  us  with  their  lances,  and  with  fhowers  of  arrows.  We  how- 
ever reached  our  boats,  but  it  was  only  to  encounter  new  difficulties ; 
the  hurry  and  prefTure  to  embark  was  fuch,  that  the  boats  were  funk, 
and  we  were  forced,  half  wading,  and  half  fwimming,  to  endeavour  to 
reach  the  fmall  vefifel,  which  came  as  far  as  pofiible  to  our  aflifi:ance ; 
our  foldiers  received  many  wounds,  while  in  and  about  the  boats,  and  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  any  of  us  dcaped  with  our  lives.  On 
counting  our  numbers  when  we  arrived  on  board  the  {hips,  we  found 
that  our  Jofs  amounted  to  fifty- feven.     This  adion  lafi;ed  above  half  an 

hour. 


(    8    ) 

hour.  In  the  marine  charts  this  bay  is  named  **  De  Mala  pelea." 
Our  wounds  after  a  little  time  became  very  painful,  from  the  cold  and  fea 
water,  and  we  began  to  grow  very  much  out  of  humour  with  the  pilot 
Alaminos,  and  his  difcoveries.  He  ftill  however  perfifled  in  his  origi- 
nal opinion,  and  in  denying  that  this  land  was  a  continent. 

One  foldier  only  of  thofe  who  furvived  had  efcaped  unwounded  ; 
mofl  of  us  had  three  or  four  wounds,  our  captain  twelve.     The  mariners 
alfo  were  many  of  them   difabled;  for  which  reafon  we  burned  our 
fmalleft  veffel,  and  divided  her  crew  between  the  others.     But  I  have 
yet  to  mention  the  greateft  misfortune  that  attended  us.     In  the  hurry 
to  efcape  from  the  natives,  we  had  been  forced  to  leave  our  cafks  be- 
hind.    The  thirft  we  endured  in  confequence  thereof,  during  the  time 
that  we  were  at  fea  was   fuch  that  our  very  tongues  and  lips  cracked  r 
Such  cruel  hardfhips  attend  thofe  who  go  on  voyages  of  difcovery !  After 
three  days  fail,  we  perceived  an  inlet  which  we  concluded  would  lead  to 
a  river  or  fome  frefh  water;  fifteen  mariners  and  three  foldiers  entered  to 
examine  it,  but  what  water  they  found  was  all  fait,  even  where  they  funk 
pits  on  the  fhore,  and  when  they  returned  with  it,  diftrefling  as  our 
thirfl:  was  we  found  it  undrinkable.     We  called  this  the  inlet  of  alliga- 
tors, from  the  number  of  thofe  animals  feen  there.     The  reigning 
winds  of  North  and  North  Eafl:  at  this  time  increafed  to  a  ftorm  which 
we  fortunately  weathered,  and  then,  having  determined  fo  return  to  the 
flavannah,  by  the  advice  of  Alaminos  we  ran  for  the  coaft  of  Florida, 
which  by  his  maps,  his  degrees,  and  altitudes,  he  found  to  be  diftant 
about  feventy  leagues.  With  this  navigation  he  was  well  acquainted,  hav- 
ing been  in  that  country  in  a  voyage  of  difcovery  with  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon, 
ten  or  twelve  years  before.     Accordingly,  having  failed  for  four  days 
acrofs  the  gulf,  we  difcovered  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  America  to  which 
we  were  bound. 

When  we  approached  the  coaft,  the  firft  object  with  us  was  to 
obtain  a  fupply  of  water.  Our  captain,  from  his  wounds  and  fufterings 
by  thirft,  was  finking  hourly;  on  his  account  therefore  and  our  own, 
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twenty  of  us,  of  which  number  I  was  one,  went  on  fliorc  with  the  cafks. 
The  pilot  Alaminos  warned  us  to  be  prepared  againft  a  fudden  attack  of 
the  natives,  who  had  in  that  manner  fallen  on  him,  in  his  former  vifit 
to  this  coaft.  We  accordingly  put  a  good  guard  in  an  open  place  near 
the  fliore,  and  proceeded  to  make  wells,  in  which  to  our  great  fatisfac- 
tion  we  found  excellent  water.  We  flayed  about  an  hour  fteeping 
cloths  in  it,  and  wafhing  our  wounds  ^  and  this  delay  enabled  the  In- 
dians to  fall  on  us ;  for  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  one  of  our  out 
eentinels  came  to  give  us  the  alarm  of  their  approach,  a  few  moments 
©nly  before  they  appeared.  Thefe  Indians  were  very  tall  of  ftature,  and 
were  clothed  in  the  ikins  of  animals..  They  aflailed  us  with  a  ftight  of 
arrows,  with  which  they  wounded  fix  of  us,  and  my felf  among  the 
reft.  We  however  beat  them  off,  and  they  then  went  to  fupport  another 
body  of  their  countrymen,  who,  in  their  canoes,  had  attacked  and 
feized  our  boat,  and  were  dragging  it  away  with  them,  having 
wounded  the  pilot  Alaminos,  and  four  of  the  mariners.  We  followed 
them  clofe,  and  wading  above  our  middles  in  the  water,  refcued  the 
boat,  leaving  in  all  twenty-two  of  them  dead,  and  three  who  were 
flightly  wounded,  we  made  prifoners ;  thefe  however  died  in  the  voy- 
age. After  the  natives  were  beaten  off,  we  enquired  of  the  foldier 
who  brought  the  report  of  the  enemy,  what  had  become  of  his  com- 
panion; he  faid  that  a  fhort  time  before,  he  faw  him  go  tov/ards  the 
water  fide  with  a  hatchet  in  his  hand,  to  cUt  a  palmita ;  that  he  fhortly 
*after  heard  him  cry  out  as  he  fuppofed  when  the  enemy  were  putting 
him  to  death,  and  therefore  he  gave  the  alarm,  the  Indians  appearing 
immediately  after.  This  foldier  was  named  Berrio :  he  was  the  only 
perfon  who  efcaped  without  a  wound  in  Pontonchan.  We  went  in 
fearch  of  him,  and  found  the  plant  which  he  had  begun  to  cut,  and  the 
fand  much  trodden,  but  no  trace  of  blood  :  of  courfe  we  concluded  that 
he  had  been  carried  off  alive.  After  fearching  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour 
we  gave  him  up,  and  returned  to  the  veffels  with  the  water,  which, 
when  our  companions  faw,  they  knew  no  moderation  in  their  joy. 
One  man  in  particular  leaped  into  the  boat  when  it  came  along-fide  the 
veflel,  and  feizing  a  cafk  of  water,  did  not  flop  drinking  until  he  died. 

C  We 
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We  then  proceeded  on  our  voyage  by  fome  low  Illands  named  Los 
Baxos  de  los  Martires,  where  the  vellel  on  board  which  our  captain  was 
ftruck  ground,  and  in  confequcnce  took  in  fo  much  water  that  fhe  was 
near  finking;  indeed  we  feared  that  our  utmoft  exertions  in  pumping 
could  not  bring  her  into  port.  There  were  as  I  recolle(5l  two  failors  of 
the  Levant  on  board :  -when  we  called  to  them  to  afTiH  us  in  pumping 
they  replied,  "  facetelo  vos !  Do  it  yourfelves!"  At  this  time  we  were  ex- 
haufled  by  fatigue,  and  the  veffel  in  the  moil  imminent  danger  of  fink- 
ing :  however  we  forced  them  to  give  us  their  afTiftance,  though  un- 
willingly: and  by  our  exertions,  with  the  blefling  of  God,  we  arrived 
fafely  at  Puerto  de  Carenas,  where  is  now  built  the  city  of  the  Havan- 
nah. 

On  our  arrival  an  exprefs  was  forwarded  to  the  Governor^. 
Velafquez,  to  inform  him  that  we  had  difcovered  a  Country  where  the 
houfes  were  built  of  lime  and  ftone,  and  the  inhabitants  decently  clad; 
that  they  fowed  maize,  and  pofTeiTed  geld.  Our  captain  went  imme- 
diately to  his  eflate  near  Santi  Spiritus,  where  he  died  in  ten  days  after 
his  arrival.  Three  foldiers  alfo  died  of  their  wounds  in  the  Hayannah, 
and  the  refl  difperfed  to  their  different  homes  or  avocations.  The  fame 
of  our  difcovery  was  fpread  through  the  Iflands  by  the  vefTels  on 
their  arrival.  When  the  figures  and  idols  which  they  brought  were 
produced,  it  was  believed  that  they  were  antiques  conveyed  to  thofe 
^Mcountries  by  a  Jewifh  colony,  after  the  deflrudiiion  of  their  city  by  Titus 
and  Vefpafian.  Our  Indian  prifoners  on  being  afked  if  their  country 
produced  gold,  replied  in  the  affirmative,  which  is  contrary  to  fa(5t,  as 
has  been  fince  well  afcertained.  The  name  which  that  part  of  the  con- 
tinent now  acquired,  was  owing  loan  equivocal  expreffion  or  mifl:ake  of 
words.  Yuca  is  thelnfular  name  of  the  plant  madeufe  of  for  bread, 
the  heap  of  earth  inAvhich  it  is  planted  is  called  by  thefe  people.  Tale;  on 
being  queflioned  relative  to  it,  they  faying  they  knew  it,  and  ufing  this 
word  with  its  fignification  in  ■  their  language,  the  two  repeated  together 
•made  the  Word  Yuca-tal,  or  Yucatan  as  it  was  expreffed  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  ever  after  remained  applied  to  that  part  of  America.     Such  was. all 
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that  the  foldiers  gained  by  this  difcovery,  from  which  we  came  back, 
poor  and  wounded,  and  thought  thofe  fortunate  who  had  reached  their 
homes  ahve,  for  our  lofs  from  firft  to  laft  amounted  to  feventy  of  our 
number.  Diego  Velafquez  wrote  to  his  patron  the  Bifliop  of  Burgos 
relating  the  particulars  of  his  difcovery  and  the  expences  he  had  been  at, 
for  all  which  he.  obtained  fame  and  credit  with  his  Majefly,  but  not  a 
fy liable  was  faid  of  the  poor  foldiers  who  had  expended  their  properties, 
and  lofl:,  or  j'ifqued,  their  lives  in  the  expedition. 

Three  foldiers  of  us  whofe  objedt  was  to  reach  the  town  of  Trini- 
dad, as  foon  as  our  wounds  were  healed,  agreed  with  an  inhabitant  of 
the  Havannah  who  was  going  thither  in  a  canoe  with  a  cargo  of  cotton 
to  fell,  for  our  paflage,  for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  ten  crowns  in  gold. 
AccQrdingly  we  embarked  with  him,  and  after  coafting  for  eleven  days, 
we  arrived  near  an  Indian  town  named  Canarreon,  where  we  were  driven 
on  ihore  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind.  The  canoe  was  dafhed  to  pieces, 
ail^d  we  with  difficulty  reached  the  land,  naked,  wounded,  and  bruifed, 
by  the  violence  of  the  waves.  We  had  no  refource  but  in  the  clothing 
adopted  by  the  £rft  pair,  and  in  the  faipe  wood  where  we  procured  this, 
we  found  a  fpecies  of  tough  flexible  roots  called  Bejucos,  with  which 
we  tied  on  our  feet  fandals  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  which  we  cut  out 
for  that  purpofe  with  (harp  Hones ;  and  travelling  thus  for  two  days, 
we  came  to  the  village  of  Yaguarrama  where  Fray  Bartholome  de  las 
Cafas  afterwards  bifliop  of  Chiapa  was  then  parifli  prieft.  On  the  next 
day  I  went  to  another  town  named  Chipiona,  belonging  to  Alonzo  de 
Avila,  where,  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  named  Anthonio  de  Medina  I  got 
clothed,  and  then  purfued  my  journey  to  St.  Jago,  where  I  found  the 
governor  Velafquez  bufily  employed  in  fiting  out  another  armament  for 
difcovery.  As  he  was  my  relation,  and  alfo  as  governor,  I  went  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  after  paying  him  my  refpe(5ts,  he  aflced  me  if  I  was 
able  to  undertake  another  expedition  to  Yucatan.  I  told  him  that  he 
fliould  fay  the  land  of  wounds  and  calamity;  to  which  he  anfwered 
that  he  knew  we  had  fuflered  much  in  .the  former  voyage,  but  that 
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fuch  was  the  fate  of  thofe  who  fought  honour  and  fame  in  new  difco- 
veriesj  and  that  his  Majelly  fhould  know  and  reward  our  merits. 
**.  And  now,"  continued  he  **my  fon,  try  your  fortune  again,  and  I 
•*  will  pijt  you  in  a  ftation  where  you  fliall  acquire  honour." 
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CHAPTER     II. 


Expedition  of  Juan  de  Grijalva.     A.  D.     1518. 


HE  governor  Diego  Velafquez,  encouraged  by  the  accounts  of 
thofe  who  returned  from  the  laft  expedition,  now  fitted  out  a  fecond 
armament  confifling  of  four  fhips,  two  of  which  were  employed  in  the 
former  voyage,  and  the  other  two  were  purchafed  by  himfelf.  Thefe 
veflels  were  to  be  commanded  by  his  relation  Juan  de  Grijalva,  (in, 
chief,)  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Francifco  de  Montejo,  and  Alonzo  de  Avila, 
all  perfons  of  valour,  and  poffeffed  of  eftates  in  the  iflands.  The  charge 
of  the  equipment  was  divided  thus ;  each  captain  found  provifions  and 
failors,  the  arms  and  fome  trifling  neceflaries  were  provided  by  the  go- 
vernor. The  accounts  of  the  richnefs  of  the  country,  efpecially  thofe 
given  by  the  native  Melchorejo,  created  an  univerfal  difpofition  in  thofe 
who  were  unprovided  in  the  iflands  to  engage  in  the  expedition.  Ac- 
cordingly, two  hundred  and  forty  companions  immediately  entered  them- 
fclves,  amongft  whom  1  determined  to  try  my  fortune  a  fecond  time. 

Each  of  us  depoflted  a  certain  funi  to  provide  various  neceflary 
articles,  both  for  the  veflfels  and  for  ourfelves  in  the  field.  The  orders 
and  infl:rud:ions  given  by  the  governor  to  our  chief  were,  to  procure 
and  bring  back  all  the  gold  and  filver  that  he  could,  and  he  gave  him 
difcretionary  power  to  ad  as  he  thought  befl,  in  regard  to  colonization 
or  eftablifliments.  The  vccdor  appointed  by  us  was  named  Penalofa, 
and  our  chaplain  was  named  Juan  Diaz.  We  had  the  fame  pilots  who 
had  gone  the  foi'mcr  Voyage,  and  a  fourth  whofe  name  I  do  not  recolledt. 
Our  rendezvous' was  at  the  port  of  Matanzas,  which  was  convenient  for 
vicflualling,  as  f  he' colonifts  had  their  plantations  and  flores  of  hogs  in: 
t^at  neighbourhood ,  • ' ' 
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TJie  name  of  Matanzas  was  given  to  this  place  on  the  following 
account.  Before  the  illand  was  conquered,  a  Spanifh  veflel  was  wrecked 
on  this  coafl,  in  her  voyage  from  St.  Domingo  to  the  Lucayan  Iflands 
to  procure  Haves.  Thirty  men  and  women  efcaped  to  the  land,  and  were 
met  by  a  number  of  Indians  who  offered  them  an  hofpitable  reception, 
and  propofed  to  take  them  in  their  canoes.  Our  people  being  embarked, 
when  they  were  in  the  middle  of  the  river  the  Indians  upfet  the  canoes, 
and  killed  or  drowned  them  all  except  three  men  and  one  woman  who 
was  handfome;  fhe  was  taken  by  one  of  their  principal  caciques,  and 
the  three  men  were  allotted  to  others.  After  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland 
was  effected,  fhe  and  the  Indian  chief  parted,  and  I  afterwards  knew  her 
married  in  the  city  of  Trinidad  to  one  Pedro  Sanchez  Farfan.  I  was  alfo 
acquainted  with  the  three  men;  one  was  named  Gonzalo  Mexia,  another 
Juan  de  St.  Eftevan,  and  the  third  Cafcorro.  This  lafl  mentioned  had 
married  the  daughter  of  the  cacique  to  whofe  lot  he  fell,  and  had  his 
ears  and  nofe  bored  like  the  Indians.. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  April  1 5 1 8,  after  having  heard  mafs  with  great 
devotion,  we  fet  fail,  and  in  ten  days  pafTed  the  point  of  Guaniguanico, 
called  by  the  pilots  St.  Anton.  In  eight  days  more  we  came  in  fight  of 
the  Ifland  of  Cozumel,  whither  we  were  driven  in  part  by  the  currents, 
which  forced  us  farther  down  than  when  we  came  with  Cordova. 
Coafling  along  the  ifland  by  the  South,  we  perceived  a  landing  place  at 
which  our  captain  Grijalva  went  on  fhore  with  a  confiderable  body  of 
foldiers.  The  natives  of  an  adjacent  town  fled  at  the  fight  of  the  fliips, 
but  our  people  found  two  old  men  who  could  not  follow  them  concealed 
in  fome  maize.  Our  interpreters,  Julianillo,  and  Melchorejo,  under- 
ftood  thefe  Indians  very  well,  for  that  ifland  is  diftant  but  four  leagues 
from  their  native  country.  Grijalva  treated  them  well,  and  made  them 
fome  prefents,  in  hopes  to  be  thereby  able  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to 
return  to  their  town,  for  which  purpofe  they  were  then  difmiffed. 
Some  time  after,  an  Indian  girl  of  a  good  perfon  and  countenance  joined 
us,  and  addrefled  us  in  the  language  of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  which  is 
the  fame  with  that  of  Cuba.    The  account  fhe  gav&of  herfelf  was,  that 
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fhe  had  failed  from  Jamaica  two  years  before  in  a  large  canoe  with  ten 
of  her  countrymen,  to  fifh  at  certain  fmall  lilands,  and  that  the  current 
had  driven  them  hither,  where  the  natives  had  jcilled  and  facrificed  her 
hulband  and  all  her  companions.  Our  captain  thought  that  this  woman 
might  be  ferviceable  in  inducing  the  natives  to  return ;  he  therefore  fent 
her  on  a  meflage  to  that  efFc(ft,  for  which  he  allowed  them  a  period  of 
two  days ;  but  on  the  enfuing  one  fhe  came  back  and  informed  us  that  fhe 
could  not  prevail  on  any  of  them  to  do  fo.  We  named  this  place  Santa 
Cruz,  having  difcovered  it  on  the  day  of  that  holy  feflival.  In  the 
town  we  found  a  quantity  of  honey  inhives,  vegetables,  fuch  as  boniatos 
and  potatoes,  and  droves  of  hogs  of  the  fpecies  of  the  country  with  the 
navel  on  the  back.  There  were  two  fmaller  towns  in  the  Ifland  which 
we  did  not  vifit,  Grijalva  perceiving  further  flay  to  be  lofs  of  time, 

Purfuing  the  route  of  F.  H.  de^Cordova,  in  eight  days  we  arrived 
at  Champoton,  and  cafling  anchor  at  the  diflance  of  a  league  from  the 
fhore,  on  account  of  the  height  of  the  tides,  we  difembarked  one  half 
of  our  foldiers,  landing  them  clofe  to  the  town.  The  natives,  proud  of 
their  former  fuccefs,  attacked  us  immediately  on  our  landing  in  great 
bodies,  and  with  much  military  parade.  Experience  had  taught  us  to 
go  well  prepared,  and* accordingly  we  brought  falconets  in  our  boats. 
Half  our  number  was  wounded  before  we  reached  the  land,  but  when  we 
formed,  a^id  had  received  a  reinforcement  by  a  fecpnd  embarkation,  we 
foon  drove  them  to  the  marfhes,  with  the  lofs  however  of  three  of  our 
foldiers,  and  our  captain  received  three  arrows,  and  had  two  of  his 
teeth  beaten  out.  When  we  entered  the  town  after  the  defeat  of  the 
natives,  we  found  that  they  had  removed  all  their  effects.  Three  of 
them  whom  we  had  taken  prifoners  we  thought  by  kind  ufage  to  have 
made  friends  of,  and  that  they  would  have  induced  their  countrymen 
-to  return,  but  after  we  had  difmifled  them  they  never  came  back  to  us, 
and  we  fufped:ed  that  our  interpreters  had  treacheroufly  fpoken  to  them  in 
oppofition  to  our  intentions.  The  field  where  we  fought  with  thefe 
people  was  very  flony,  and  there,  was  on  it  a  prodigious  fwarm  of 
.'iQcufls.     Thefe  animals  during  the  .adion  fprang  up  and  flruck  us  in 
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the  faces,  fa  that  \^e  hardly  knew  when  to  put  up  our  (hields  to  guard 
us,  or  whether  they  were  arrows  or  locufts  which  fiew  round  us,  they 
came  fo  mixed  together. 

After  four  days  ftay  in  Champoton  we  re-enibarked,  and  purfuing 
our  voyage  arrived  at  what  appeared  to  be  the  entrance  of  a  large  river ; 
but  our  pilot  Alaminos  infifted  that  what  we  faw  before  us  was  an 
Ifland,  and  that  he  faw  the  termination  of  it.  Thefe  circumftances 
caufed  us  to  name  the  bay,  Boca  de  Terminos.  Captain  de  Grijalv^ 
with  many  officers  and  foldiers  went  to  examine  the  bay  and  neigh* 
bouring  country  ;  on  the  (hore  they  found  fome  adoratories  or  temples, 
built  of  lime  and  flone,  and  containing  idols  made  of  clay  and  wood, 
fome  in  the  figures  of  women,  others  of  ferpents,  and  many  horns  of 
deer.  Thefe  were  the  occafional  ofierings  of  traders  or  hunters,  who 
frequented  thofe  parts,  for  they  were  entirely  uninhabited,  but  abun- 
dantly flocked  with  deer  and  rabbits.  We  killed  ten  of  the  former  with 
one  greyhound,  and  many  rabbits.  The  dog  was  left  behind  \is  on  our 
embarking,  but  when  we  returned  with  Cortes  we  found  him  on  the 
fhore,  and  he  feemed  to  have  fared  well  in  our  abfence  for  he  was  very 
fat  and  fleek. 

From  the  harbour  of  Boca  de  Terminos  we  coafted  weft  ward,  and  in 
three  days  arrived  at  another  inlet,  which  being  difcovered  by  founding 
to  be  (hallow,  was  entered  by  the  vefTels  of  the  lighteft  burthen,  in  which, 
together  with  the  boats,  we  embarked  our  whole  force,  as  we  perceived 
numbers  pf  armed  Indians  in  canoes.  We  therefore  judged  that  we 
were  near  fome  populous  town  or  diftri(5t,  and  the  more  fo,  as  we  found, 
and  took  fifli  out  of  nets,  which  were  laid  in  the  track  of  our  vefTels. 
This  River  was  called  Tabafco  from  a  native  chieftain;  but  it  was  from 
this  time  named  in  honor  of  our  Captain,  de  Grijalva,  and  it  is  {o  put 
down  in  the  maps.  When  we  approached  the  fhore  we  heard  thenoife 
occalioned  by  the  falling  of  timber,  which  was  a  preparation  of  defence, 
for  they  were  very  well  acquainted  with  the  tranfadtions  of  Pontonchan. 
We  difembarked  at  a  point  of  land  which  was  diflant  about  half  a 
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league  from  the  town,  where  was  a  grove  of  palm  trees,  and  the  na- 
tives advanced  againft  us  here,  painted  and  prepared  for  battle,  in  about 
fifty  canoes ;  but  fortunately  it  was  determined  on  our  part,  to  addrefs 
them  through  our  interpreters,  who  declared  to  them  Our  pacific  inten- 
tions,   and  invited  their  chiefs  to  an  interview.     Upon  this,    about 
thirty  Indians  landed,  to  whom  we  prefented  beads  and  coloured  glafs/ 
Our  captain  then  caufed  to  be  explained  to  them  how  we  had  come  from 
a  diflant  country,  and  were  the  vafTals  of  a  great  prince  to  whom  we  re- 
commended them  to  fubmit,  and  further,  that  in  exchange  for  thofe 
beads  and  glafles,  we  expecfted  that  they  fhould  give  us  a  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions.     Two  of  them,  a  chief  and  prieft  made  anfwer  to  us  by  faying 
that  they  would  barter,  and  give  us  provifions :  that  as  to  a  fovereign, 
they  already  had  one,  and  that  our  demand  was   fo  unfeafonable  that 
they  advifed  us  to  lie  cautious  how  we  repeated  that,  or  any  fimilar  one, 
left  they  (hould  attack  us  as  in  Pontonchan,  they  having  two  xiquipils 
(eight  thoufand  men  each,)  of  warriors  ready  for  the  purpofe,  adding, 
that  though  confident  of  their  force,  they   had  come  to  treat  with  us 
amicably,  and  would  repeat  to  their  chiefs  our  propofal,  and  return  to 
us  with  their  decifion  for  peace  or  war.     Grijalva  embraced  them  in 
token  of  peace,  and  prefenting  them  with  firings  of  beads,  required 
their  fpeedy  return  with  an  anfwer,  which  they  promifed  and  fulfilled, 
afTuring  us  on  the  part  of  their  chiefs,  of  the  mofl  pacific  condudt ; 
and  as  it  is  the  cuftom  of  that  country  in  amicable  treaties  to  make 
prefents,  thirty  Indians  fhortly  afterwards  came  to  us  loaded  with  broiled 
fifh,  fowls,  fruit,  bread  of  maize,  and  veffels   with  lighted  coals  to 
fumigate  us  with  incenfe,  and  fpreading  a  mat  upon  the  ground  and  a 
mantle  over  it,  they  laid  thereon  fome  toys  of  gold  made  in  the  form 
of  birds,  and  lizards,  and  three  necklaces  of  gold  caft  like  beads,  with 
Ibme  other  trifles  not  altogether  worth  two  hundred  crowns ;  they  alfo 
produced  fome  cotton  mantles  and  other  articles  of  clothing  ufed  by  them, 
faying,  that  we  fhould  receive  their  prefent  kindly,  it  being  the  whole 
of  the  gold  that  they  were  able  to  colleft.     But  they  added,  that  more 
to   the   Wefl   there  was  abundance  thereof,    repeating   feveral  times, 
**Mexico,"and"Culua,"  words  which  we  at  that  time  did  not  underftand. 
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We  were  fatisfied  however  by  this  proof  that  there  was  gold  in  the 
country,  and  we  haflened  to  quit  our  flation,  where  a  gale  of  wind  from 
the  North,  fuch  as  was  to  be  hourly  expected,  might  prove  fatal  to  us. 

In  two  days  fail  from  this  place,  we  arrived  oppofite  to  a  town  on 
the  coaft,  named  Aguayaluco,  where  we  obferved  the  inhabitants  pa- 
rading, armed  with  fhields  of  the  (hell  of  the  turtle,  which  being  po- 
lifhed  and  fhining  in  the  fun  our  foldiers  inlifted  were  of  gold.  This 
place  we  named  La  Rambla.  We  next  came  to  an  inlet  where  the  river 
Farole  difcharges  itfelf :  this  we  named  the  river  of  St.  Anthonio.  Con- 
tinuing our  route  by  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Guacayalco,  and  the 
high  chain  of  mountains  which  are  covered  with  perpetual  fnow,  as  alfo 
others  nearer  the  fea  and  which  we  named  the  ridge  of  St.  Martin,  be- 
caufe  they  were  firfl  defcribed  by  one  of  our  foldiers  of  that  name,  Alva- 
rado  difcovered  and  entered  the  river  called  by  the  natives  Papalohuna, 
but  by  us  afterwards  the  river  of  Alvarado^  where  the  natives  df  a  place 
named  Tlatocalpa  prefented  him  with  fome  fifh.  Our  chief  was  much 
difpleafed  with  the  condud;  of  this  ofEcer,  for  whofe  return  we  were 
obliged  to  wait  during  three  days,  and  gave  orders  that  in  future  no  fhip 
fliould  ever  feparate  from  the  fquadron,  left  an  accident  fhould  happen 
where  it  might  not  be  poflible  to  afford  affiftance.  As  foon  as  Alvarado 
had  rejoined  us  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage  until  we  came  to  the  river 
Vanderas,  fo  called  by  us  on  account  of  the  white  banners  which  we 
obferved  upon  the  fliore,  and  which  were  borne  by  numbers  of  Indians, 
who  waved  them  as  a  fignal  of  invitation  to  us. 

It  is  now  well  known  through  moil:  of  Chriftendom,  that  Mexico 
is  a  city  as  large  as  Venice,  and  built  in  the  fame  manner  upon  the 
water,  alfo  that  the  numerous  and  extenfive  provinces  of  that  empire 
were  ruled  by  a  great  monarch  named  Montezuma,  whofe  thirfl  for 
Gonquefl:  induced  him  to  extend  his  views  to  the  utmofl  limits  of  pofTi- 
bility.  This  monarch  had  received  information  of  our  firft  expedition 
under  Cordova,  of  the  batde  of  Champoton,  that  we  were  very  few  in 
number,,  and  that  we  came  to  procure  gold  in  exchange  for  certain 
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articles  which  we  brought  with  us.     All  thefe  particulars  had  been 
faithfully  reported  to  him  by  painted  reprefentations  tranfmitted  by  ex- 
prefTes  to  his  court.     Montezuma  therefore  on  our  arrival  coming  to  his 
knowledge,  iffued  orders  to  his  officers  to  procure  from  us  in  exchange 
for  gold,  our  green  glafs  beads,  on  which  they  {ct  great  value,  not 
knowing  them  to  be  artificial,  and  he  had  alfo  given  them  inftru6tions, 
to  endeavour  to  make  particular  enquiry,  both  as  to  our  perfons  and  in- 
tentions.   We  alfo  underftood  that  he  was  much  influenced  by  an  ancient 
prophecy  which  is  faid  to  have  declared,  that  men  were  to  come  from 
where  the  fun  rifes  to  rule  that  country.     In  compliance  with  thefc 
orders,  his  officers  were  now  upon  the  coaft  and  making  figns  of  invita- 
tion to  us.     This  induced  our  general  to  fend  a  party  to  the  fhore  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  F.  de  Montejo ;  the  weather  was  favorable,  an 
unufual  circumftance  on  that  coaft;  we  therefore  landed  without  diffi- 
culty, and  found  the  governor  of  that    diftridt,  under  Montezuma, 
attended  by  many  natives  with  provifions  of  fowls,  bread,  and  fruit, 
fuch  as  pines,  and  fapotes.     They  were  repofing  upon  mats  under  the 
(hadeoffome  trees,  and  invited  us  by  figns  to  do  the  fame,  for  our  In- 
dians of  Cotoche  did  not  underftand  their  language ;  they  alfo,  as  on 
former  occafions,  prefentcd  us  with  incenfe.     Our  reception  being  re- 
ported to  our  chief,  Grijalva,  he  immediately  landed  with  the  whole  of 
the  foldiers,  and  as  foon  as  his  rank  was  made  known  to  the  Indians, 
they  treated  him  with  the  greateft  refpedl,  which  he  returned  with 
equal  courtefy,  and  ordered  beads  and  cut  glafs  to  be  diflributed  to  them, 
fignifying  his  wifh  to  procure  gold  in  return;  in  confequence  of  which, 
we  obtained  pieces  of  gold  of  various  workmanfliip,  to  the  value  of 
fifteen  thoufand  crowns.     It  muft  be  this  gold  that  Gomara  and  Oviedo 
mean,  when  they  fay  in  their  hiftories  that  fo  much  was  obtained  in 
Tabafco,  a  country  in  which  that  metal  is  not  to  be  found  at  all,  or  but 
in  very  fmall  quantity.     We  at  this  time  took  pofTeffion  of  thefe  terri- 
tories under  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  and  in  his  Majefty's  name;  and 
after  diftributing  fome  fhirts  of  European  manufacflure  among  the  na- 
tives, we  re-embarked,  taking  with  us  one  of  them,  who  was  baptized 
and  named  Francifco.     I  faw  him  after  the  conquefl  of  Mexico,  fettled 
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and  married  at  a  place  called  Santa  Fe.  After  ftaying  here  fix  days  we 
how  re-embarked  and  failed  along  the  coail,  pafTing  a  low  Ifland  diflant 
three  leagues  from  the  main,  called  by  us  Ifla  Blanca.  Farther  on 
we  came  to  a  large  one,  diflant  about  a  league  and  a  half  therefrom, 
Xvhere  a  party  commanded  by  our  captain  went  on  fhore.  Our  people 
found  on  this  laft  mentioned  Ifland  two  buildings  of  lime  and  ftone,  well 
conilrudted,  each  with  fteps,  and  an  altJCi*  placed  before  certain  hideous 
figures,  the  reprefentations  of  the  Gods  of  thefe  Indians.  They  found 
alfo  here  the  bodies  of  five  unfortimate  perfons  who  had  been  facrificed  on 
ttie  preceding  night,  their  hearts  cut  out,,  their  limbs  feparated  from  the 
bodies,  and  the  walls  and  altars  flained  with  their  blood.  This  Ifland 
was  named  Ifla  de  Los  Sacrificios.  Oppofite  to  it  on  the  continent  we 
landed,  and  confl:ru6ling  huts,  remained  fome  time  time  in  expectation 
of  trading  with  the  natives  for  gold.  Many  Indians  came  thither,  but 
brought  very  little  of  that  metal,  and  a,ppeared  fliy  and  timorous ;  in 
confe(juence  of  which  we  re-embarked,  and  proceeded. 

On  our  arrival  at  that  part  of  the  coafl  v/here  the  town  of  St.  Juan 
•  de  Ulua  is  now  built,  we  lodged  ourfelves  in  huts  which  we  conftru6led 
upon  the  fand  hills,  and  having  founded  the  harbour  we  found  good 
anchorage,  and  it  was  lecure  to  the  North.     A  party  of  thirty  of  us 
-commanded  by  our  captain  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  Ifland,  where 
we  found  a  temple  containing  a  very  large  and  hideous  image  intended 
to  reprefent  a  God,  the  name  given  to  which  was  Tezcatepuca.     Here 
were  four  Indians  in  long  black  mantles  rcfembling  the  habit  of  the  Do- 
minicans; thefe  were  priefls,and  they  had  that  day  facrificed  two  boys, 
and  offered  their  hearts  to  that  curfed  idol.     On  our  entering  they  came 
to  us  with  their  pots  of  incenfe,  but  we  could  not  endure  it,  being  dif- 
gulled  and  grieved  at  the  fight,  and  the  horrid  cruelty  of  their  facrifices. 
Our  interpreter  who  fhewed  fome  marks  of  intelligence  being  queflioned 
as  to  the  caufe  of  thofe  victims  being  put  to  death  in  tliat  manner,  made 
anfwer  as  well  as  he  could,  that  it  was  done  by  the  Indians  of  Culva  or 
Culchua,  meaning  the  Mexicans  ;  but  he  pronounced  this  word,  Ulua, 
a  name  which  ever  after  diftinguiflicd  the  place.     It  was  called  St.  John, 

partly 


partly  becaufe  this  was  the  day  of  St.  John,  and  partly  in  compliment 
to  our  chief,  Juan  de  Grijalva.  The  neighbouring  Indians  brought  us 
fome  gold,  but  in  fo  trifling  a  quantity  as  not  to  be  worth  mentioning, 
and  here  we  remained  feven  days  defperately  annoyed  by  the  mofquitos. 
Our  bread  now  growing  veiy  bad,  and  our  wounded  men  declining, 
■being  alfo  convinced  that  the  land  where  we  were  was  a  part  of  the  con- 
tinent, and  our  number  having  been  fo  reduced  as  to  be  infufficient  for 
colonization,  it  was  determined  to  fend  P.  de  Alvarado  to  Cuba  for  a 
reinforcement,  which  was  accordingly  done,  for  our  chief  was  very 
anxious  to  eftabliih  a  fettlement,  and  always  fliewed  himfelf  a  mofl  va- 
liant officer,  the  very  reverfe  of  what  would  be  fuppofed,  from  the 
afperfions  caft  upon  him  by  Gomara. 

From  the  time  of"  t^nt  failing  the  Governor  of  CLiba  had  always 
been  penfive  and  uneafy  as  to  our  fate ;  at  length  he  determined  to  fend 
a  veffd  in  fearch  of  us,  commanded  by  a  valiant  foldier  named  Chrii- 
toval  de  Oli :  but  after  De  Oli  had  failed  for  fome  time  in  our  track,  he 
met  with  a  gale  of  wind  which  fo  fhattered  his  veilcl  that  he  was  obliged 
<to  return  to  Cuba,  without  having  gained  in  any  degree  the  intelligence 
>he  was  ient  for«  This  was  a  great  difappointment  to  Vekfquez ;  how- 
ever he  was  foon  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  Alvarado.  The  difplay  of 
tlie  gold  ftruck  the  governor  and  all  who  faw  it  with  aftoniSiment ;  and 
Velafquez  thought  he  never  could  fufficiently  fliew  his  favor  to  one  who 
had  brought  fuch  agreeable  intelligence ;  Alvarado  was  feaiied  and  ho- 
nored, and  the  fame  of  the  newly  difcovered  and  wealthy  country  was 
diffufed  and  enhanced  through  the  Iflands.,  and  foon  reached  Callille. 

We  determined  now  to  extend  our  difcoveries  as  far  as  circum- 
ftances  would  permit,  and  pailing  by  the  mountains  of  Tuila  and  Tufpa, 
^we  approachedthe  province  of  Panuco,  thickly  fet  with  populous  towns, 
about  three  or  four  leagues  from  the  coaft ;  and  advancing  further,  ar- 
rived at  the  river  de  Canoas,  fo  named  by  us  on  account  of  what  i  am 
going  to  relate.  We  were  here  fuddenly  attacked  while  at  anchor  by 
len  canoes  filled  with  Indians;  they  fell  violently  on  the  fmalleft  fhip, 
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which  was  commanded  by  Alonzo  dc  Avila,  and  it  (ecms  as  if  their  in- 
tention was  to  have  carried  her  off,  for  they  cut  the  cable,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  gallant  defence  made  by  thofe  on  board ;  bur  we  fent  them 
fpeedy  allillancc  ,  whereby  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retreat  with  a  con- 
fidcrablc  lofs.  We  then  weighed  anchor  and  purfued  our  route,  until 
we  arrived  at  a  very  bold  point  of  land,  which  the  violence  of  the  cur- 
rent, according  to  the  report  of  our  pilot,  did  not  allow  us  to  double; 
whereupon  it  was  determined  in  council  to  return  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Grijalva  wTio  was  anxious  to  eftablifli  a  fettle- 
ment,  but  was  oppofed  for  fevcral  reafons,  fuch  as  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon,  want  of  provilions,  and  hardlhips  already  fuftained  by  the 
troops. 

Wc  therefore  fet  fail  upon  our  return,  in  which,  aided  by  the  cur- 
rent, we  made  way  rapidly,  and  entering  the  river  of  Tonala,  were 
obliged  to  delay,  in  order  to  repair  one  of  our  (hips.  This  veffel  ftruck 
three  times  in  crofling  the  bar,  on  which  the  water  is  fhallow.  The 
natives  came  to  us  here  very  amicably,  and  brought  provifions  of  bread, 
fifh,  and  fruits.  We  prefented  them  with  beads  and  cut  glafs,  defiring 
gold  in  return,  and  this  being  made  known  in  the  neighbourhood,  the 
inhabitants  of  Guacacualco  and  other  places  brought  to  us  what  gold 
was  in  their  polTeflion. 

It  was  a  cuflom  of  the  Indians  of  this  province  invariably,  to  carry 
fmall  hatchets  of  copper,  very  bright,  and  the  wooden  handles  of 
which  were  highly  painted,  as  intended  both  for  defence  and  ornament. 
Thefe  were  fuppofed  by  us  to  be  gold,  and  were  of  courfe  eagerly  pur- 
chafed,  infomuch  that  within  three  days  we  had  amongft  us  procured 
above  fi^  hundred,  and  were  while  under  the  miflake  as  well  pleafed 
with  our  bargain,  as  the  Indians  with  their  green  beads.  One  mariner 
thought  he  had  made  his  fortune,  having  purchafed  feven  of  them.  *  I 
recoiled:  alfo  that  a  foldier  named  Bartholome  Pardo  entered  a  temple 
which  was  on  the  fummit  of  a. high  mount,  and  there  found  in  a  cheft 
fome  diadems  and  collars  of  gold,  and  two  figures  of  idols.     The  gold 

he 
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he  kept  for  himfelf,  and  prefented  the  idols  to  our  commandant.  The 
ftory  however  came  to  the  ears  of  the  latter,  who  infiftcd  on  having  the 
gold,  but  was  induced  to  leave  it  with  the  poor  man  on  his  paying  his 
Majefly's  fifth,  and  the  whole  was  not  worth  eighty  crowns. 

As  this  country  is  infefted  by  mofquitos,  in  order  to  avoid  them 
I  went  to  fleep  in  a  large  temple,  near  which  I  at  this  time  fowed  feven 
or  eight  feeds  of  oranges,  which  J  had  brought  from  Cuba.  They 
grew  very  well,  for  the  priefls  of  the  temple  took  care  of  them  when  they 
faw  that  they  were  uncommon  plants.  This  I  mention,,  becaufe  they 
were  the  firft  trees  of  the  kind  that  ever  grew  in  New  Spain.  After  the 
conqueft  of  Mexico,  this  province  being  confidered  as  offering  the 
greateft  advantages,  was  chofen  by  mofl  of  the  principal  perfons  amongil 
the  conquerors,  of  which  number  I  was  one;  and  on  my  arrival  there 
I  went  in  fearch  of,  and  found  my  young  trees  flourifhing,  and  having 
tranfplanted  them,  they  all  did  very  well. 

We  now  embarked,  leaving  the  natives  very  well  fatisficd  with  us^ 
and  failed  for  Cuba,  where  we  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  forty-five  days. 
The  governor  was  well  pleafed  with  the  gold,  which  amounted  in  value 
to  twenty  thoufand  crowns :  but  there  was  much  laughter  when  the  fix 
hundred  hatchets  were  produced,  and  afTayed;  the  governor  however 
was  on  the  whole  contented,  though  he  appeared  for  a  time  difpleafed 
with  Grijalva,  which  was  owing  to  the  unjufh  afperfions  of  the  two 
captains,  Avila  and  Montejo. 

Velafquez  now  wifhlng  to  convey  to  his  Majefiy  the  firft  account 
gf  his  voyages  of  difcovery,  and  the  refult  of  them,  fent  his  chaplain 
Benito  Martinez  to  Caflille  with  letters  to  his  patron  the  Bifhop  of 
Burgos,  and  to  the  licentiate  Juan  Zapata,  and  fecretary  Lope  Con- 
chillos,  both  of  whom  were  employed  in  the  afflurs  of  the  Spanifh  {ct-^ 
tlements  in  the  Weft  Indies.  With  all  thefe,  who  were  perfons  in 
power,  Velafquez  had  created  a  fl:rong  interefi:  for  himfelf,  by  giving 
them  rich  diffrids  in  the  iilands,  preferring  thereby  his  own  interefl 
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to  that  of  his  Majeily.  Martinez  was  intruded  to  obtain  for  tlie  go- 
vernor a  patent  or  commiflion  to  procure  gold,  and  to  make  conquefls 
and  fettlements  as  he  judged  expedient,  through  all  the  newly  difcovered 
countries.  This  he  not  only  completely  effe(5ted,  but  fuch  was  the  fatis- 
fadlion  of  thofe  in  power  with  the  conducft  of  Velafquez,  and  the  proofs 
which  he  fent  of  the  wealth  of  thofe  countries,  that  Martinez  alfo 
brought  back  with  him  a  commiffion  for  his  employer,  of  adelantado 
of  the  Ifland  of  Cuba. 
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HE  Governor  of  Cuba  was  anxitous  to  profecute  the  advantages  of 
which  the  expedition  of  Grijalva  afforded  him  fo  flattering  a  profpecSl. 
For  this  purpofe  he  provided  ten  fhips  at  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  four  of 
which  had  been  on  the  former  voyage,  and  fuppHed  them  with  fuch 
provilions  as  that  place  afforded,  but  their  full  complement  of  neceffaries 
and  appointments  was  to  be  taken  in  at  the  Havannah.  Great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exifted  as  to  the  appointment  of  a  chief:  Vafco  Porcallo 
a  man  of  quality  and  related  to  the  Count  de  Feria  was  propofed,  but 
Velafquez  was  afraid  to  truft  his  armament  with  one  of  his  bold  cha- 
racter, lefl  hefhould  revolt,  and  declare  himfelf  independent.  Auguftin 
Vermudez,  Anthonio  Velafquez  Borrego,  and  Bernardino  Velafquez, 
all  relations  of  the  governor,  were  alfo  fpoken  of,  but  the  foldiers  were 
in  general  inclined  towards  Grijalva. 

Juff  at  this  time  Andres  de  Duero,  fecretary  to  the  governor,  and 
Amador  de  Lares,  the  Contador  of  his  Majefty  in  Cuba,  made  a  private 
propofal  to  a  refped:able  Hidalgo  named  Hernando  Cortes,  a  native  of 
Medellin  in  Eftremadura,  and  fon  of  Martin  Cortes  de  Monroy,  and  of 
Catalina  Pizarro  Altamirano,  both,  though  poor.  Hidalgos,  and  of  the 
good  lineages  of  that  province.  Hernando  Cortes  poffeffed  a  property 
in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  had  been  twice  Alcalde  there,  and  had  lately 
from  motives  of  inclination  married  a  lady  named  Donna  Catalina  Suarez 
Pacheco,  daughter  of  Diego  Suarez  Pacheco  of  Avila,  and  of  Maria  de 
Mercaida  a  Bifcayan.  This  marriage  brought  much  trouble  upon 
Cortes,  and  he  was  frequently  in  confinement  by  the  interference  of  D. 
Velafquez.  Leaving  this  to  be  related  rrfore  fully  by  others,  I  will  now 
however  proceed  in  my  narrative  of  what  took  place  between  Cortes  and 
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the  Secretary  and  Contador.  Thefe  two  officers,  the  particular  confi* 
dential  friends  of  Velafquez,  agreed  with  Cortes  to  procure  by  their  in- 
terefl  with  the  governor  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  arma- 
ment, on  condition  of  his  giving  them,  each,  equal  parts  with  himfelf, 
in  the  treafure  which  fhould  come  to  his  fhare;  for  the  commifTion  was 
to  be  extended  no  farther  than  barter  and  obtaining  gold,  and  not  to 
colonization.  This  being  agreed  amongft  them,  the  Secretary  and  Con- 
tador took  fuch  meafures,  praifing  and  recommending  Cortes,  and 
vouching  for  his  fidelity,  to  Velafquez,  who  had  fhood  as  father  to  him 
at  his  marriage,  that  they  fucceeded  in  obtaining  the  commifTion  for 
him,  which,  it  being  the  office  of  the  fecretary  to  draw  it  up,  was  done 
as  the  proverb  fays  with  very  good  ink,  and  fully  ratified,  according  to 
the  wifh  of  Cortes. 

As  foon  as  the  appointment  was  made  public,  to  fome  it  gave  fa- 
tisfad:ion,  and  others  were  difpleafed  at  it ;  and  one  Sunday,  the  gover- 
nor going  as  ufual  to  mafs  attended  by  the  moft  refpedlable  perfons  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood,  he  placed  Hernando  Cortes  by  way  of 
diftindion  on  his  right  hand;  upon  which  occafion  one  Cervantes, 
called  the  mad,  a  kind  of  buffoon,  ran  before  them  repeating  his  abfur- 
dities  fuch  as,  **  Huzza  for  my  mafter  Diego,  what  a  captain  has  he 
**  chofen!  And  how  foon  he  will  lofe  his  fleet!"  With  much  of  that 
kind,  but  all  having  a  malicious  tendency.  Andres  de  Duero  who  was 
prefent  cuffed  him,  and  bid  him  be  lilent,  faying  he  well  knew  that  he 
repeated  what  others  put  in  his  mouth,  but  the  rogue  perfevered,  adding, 
that  he  would  quit  his  old  maffer,  and  follow  the  fortunes  of  Cortes, 
It  was  certain  that  the  relations  of  Velafquez  hired  him  to  repeat  thofe 
things  under  the  colour  of  folly,  and  to  alarm  the  governor  j  but  all  he 
faid  turned  out  literally  true. 

Cortes  immediately  on  his  appointment  proceeded  with  the  greatefl 
aftivity  in  making  his  preparations;  he  alfo  dreffed  and  appeared  in 
much  greater  flate  as  to  his  own  perfon  than  before;  wearing  a  plume 
of  feathers,  and  a  gold  medal  in  his  cap,  which  ornaments  became  him 
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very  well.  His  funds  were  very  inadequate  to  this  expencc,  for  he  \^s 
much  indebted  and  diftreffed,  although  he.  had  a  good  eftate;  being  very 
extravagant,  both  as  to  himfelf  and  the  drefs  and  ftate  of  his  wife;  but 
certain  merchants,  his  friends,  named  Jaime  or  Jeronymo  Tria,  and 
Pedro  de  Xeres,  perceiving  that  he  was  rifing  in  the  world,  and  fortune 
likely  to  favor  him,  advanced  him  four  thoufand  crowns  in  money,  and 
merchandizes  alfo,  upon  his  property.  With  this,  he  caufed  to  be  made 
a  ftandard  of  gold  and  velvet,  with  the  royal  arms  and  a  crofs  embroi- 
dered thereon,  and  a  latin  motto,  the  meaning  of  which  was,  **  Brothers 
**  follow  this  holy  crofs  with  true  faith,  for  with  it  we  fhall  conquer.'* 

It  was  proclaimed  by  beat  of  drum  and  found  of  trumpet,  that  all 
fuch  as  entered  the  fervice  in  the  prefent  expedition,  fhould  have  their 
fhares  of  what  gold  was  obtained,  aud  grants  of  land,  as  foon  as  th^. 
conqueft  was  efFed:ed.  I  muft  obfervc,  that  notwithflanding  thi-s  was 
announced  to  be  by  his  Majefty's  commiflion  and  authority,  the  Chap- 
lain Benito  Martinez  had  not  yet  returned  from  Caftille.  The  procla- 
mation however  was  no  fooner  made,  than  by  general  inclination,  as 
well  as  the  private  influence  of  .Cortes,  volunteers  offered  themfelvcs 
every  where.  Nothing  was  to  be  feen  or  fpoken  of  but  felling  lands  to 
purchafe  arms  and  horfes,  quilting  coats  of  mail,  making  bread,  and 
faking  pork  for  fea  ftore.  Above  three  hundred  of  us  alTembled  in  the 
town  of  St.  Jago.  The  principal  perfons  in  the  family  of  the  governor 
entered  with  us ;  Diego  de  Ordas  his  firft  Major  Domo  was  fent  by 
him  as  a  fpy  upon  Cortes,  whom  he  already  began  to  fufped:,  although 
he  diffimulated :  and  F.  de  Morla,  Efcobar,  Heredia,  Ruano,  Efcu- 
dero,  Ramos  de  Lares,  and  many  others  were  all  adherents  of  the 
governor. 

The  relations  of  Velafquez   ftill  continued  to  be  much  diflatisfied 

^  with  him,  and  envious  of  the  fortune  of  Cortes  upon  this  occalion  ; 

^ty  knew  that  a  bitter  enmity  had  fubfifled  between  the  two  on  account 

of  certain  circumftances  attending  his  late  marriage,  and  they  omitted 

nothing  that  could  be  done  to  induce  the  governor  to  revoke  his  com- 
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million.  Of  this  Cortes  was  v®ry  well  advifed,  and  for  that  realon 
took  care  always  to  be  in  his  company,  and  to  appear  entirely  devoted 
to  him.  Andres  de  Duero  alfo  warned  Cortes  to  ufe  all  poiTible  expe- 
dition, as  he  perceived  that  Velafquez  was  already  wavering,  from  the 
importunities  of  his  relations.  Leaving  therefore  to  his  Lady  Donna 
Catalina  the  care  of  fupplying  him  with  what  was  necelTary  for  his 
voyage,  Cortes  warned  all  his  captains,  mafters,  pilots,  and  foldiers, 
to  be  on  board  at  the  given  time,  which  having  feen  fully  complied 
with,  he  went,  accompanied  by  his  i^friends  the  Secretary  and  Contador, 
to  take  his  leave  of  Velafquez,  whom  he  parted  from  with  great  polite- 
nefs,  and  many  alTurances  of  fervice  on  both  fides.  On  the  enfuing 
morning  he  embarked,  being  accompanied  by  the  governor  to  his  fhip, 
and  fetting  fail  immediately,  our  fleet  arrived  m  a  few  days  at  the  town 
©f  Trinidad. 

•  There  were  in  the  town  of  Trinidad  at  this  period  very  refpedlable 
and  opulent  Hidalgos,  from  whom  all  of  us,  but  Cortes  in  particular, 
experienced  a  moft  hofpitable  reception.  Cortes  here  planted  the  royal 
flandard  in  front  of  his  quarters,  and  eaufed  a  proclamation  to  be  made, 
inviting  volunters,  a  number  of  whom.  Hidalgos  of  moft  refpe<ftable 
families,  and  perfons  of  wealth,  imniediately  joined  us ;  amongfl  thefe 
>vere  the  Alvarados  and  Alonzo  de  Avila. 

At  the  call  of  Cortes,  Alonzo  Hernandez  Puertocarrero,  coufin  of 
the  Count  deMedellin,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon 
a  relation  of  the  governor,  rRodrigo  Rangel,  Gonzalo  Lopez  de  Ximena, 
his  brother  Juan  Lopez,  and  Juan  Sedeno  alfo  came  from  the  town  of 
Santi  Spiritus.  They  joined  us  in  a  body,  and  were  received  with  re- 
joicings, difcharge  of  artillery,  and  all  the  marks  of  refpedt  and  courtefy, 
due  to  fuch  honorable  perfons.  Provifions  were  procured  from  the 
cflates  of  thefe  Cavaliers,  and  the  number  of  our  companions  was  hourly 
incrcafing,  but  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  horfes.  Cortes  flripped 
himfelf  of  fome  of  his  golden  ornaments,  and  therewith  purchafed  a 
tgrey  mare  for  his  frieiid  Puertocarrero,  whofc  means  did  not  permit  him 
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to  go  to  that  expence,  and  at  this  time  a  veffel  arriving  with  a  cargo  of 
provifions,  the  owner  immediately  waited  on  Cortes  to  kifs  his  hands, 
and  enrolling  himfelf  with  us,  Cortes  bought  both  fhip  and  ladino- 
ii'om  him  upon  credit.     His  name  was  Sedeno. 

From  the  time  that  we  quitted  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  the  relations 
of  Velafqiiez  had  not  ceafed  to  work  upon  his  mind,  in  order  to  induce 
him  to  fupercede  Cortes  in  the  command.  In  this  they  were  much  aided 
by  one  Juan  Millan,  an  aftrologer,  and  confidered  to  be  mad.  This  old 
man,  to  whom  the  governor  gave  an  ear,  was  conftantly  telling  jhim 
how  Cortes  would  be  revenged  for  fome  former  injuries,  upon  an  occa- 
fion  when  Velafquez  had  thrown  him  into  prifon.  Every  adlion  of 
Cortes  was  alfo  explained  in  the  moft  unfavorable  manner,  his  fudden 
failing  was  dwelt  on,  and  the  fecret  treaty  with  the  Secretary  and  Con- 
itador  furmifed.  Velafquez  in  confequence  of  thefe  reprefentations,  fent 
two  confidential  perfons,  with  pofitive  orders  to  his  brother-in-law  the 
Alcalde  Major  of  the  town  of  Trinidad,  who  was  named  Francifco  Ver- 
dugo,  to  take  the  fleet  and  troops  from  under  the  command  of  Cortes, 
he  having  been  fuperccded,  and  Vafco  Porcallo  appointed  in  his  place. 
Diego  de  Ordas,  Francifco  de  Morla,  and  all  the  friends  and  relations 
of  Velafquez  alfo  received  orders  to  the  fame  eifedl, 

Cortes  who  was  well  aware  of  thefe  proceedings,  exerted  himfelf 
to  fuch  effed:,  that  by  promifes  and  other  ways,  he  contrived  to  bring 
over  all  thofe  upon  whom  Velafquez  relied,  and  efpecially  Diego  de 
Ordas,  to  his  own  intereft,  which  the  latter  fupported  moft  eifecStually 
with  the  Alcalde  Verdugo  by  his  perfuafions  and  arguments,  reprefent- 
ing  to  him  the  danger  that  would  refult  from  any  violent  meafures. 
Such  was  the  talent  of  Cortes  in  making  friends,  that  the  very  meflen- 
gers  fent  by  Velafquez  with  the  orders,  came  over  to  him,  one  of  them 
Pedro  LafTo  enrolling  himfelf  under  his  command.  By  the  other 
Cortes  wrote  to  the  governor,  exprefTing  his  attachment  to  him  in  the 
•ftrongeft  terms,  his  furprife  at  the  ftep  that  he  had  been  induced  to  take, 
and  his  requefl  to  him,  not  to  let  himfelf  be  deceived  by  the  mifrepre- 
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Mentations  of  his  enemies,  and  of  the  old  madman  Juan  Millan.  Thus 
Cortes  continued  in  his  command.  The  twelve  enfuing  days  were 
palTedin  preparations;  all  the  fmiths  of  the  city  were  employed  in 
making  arrow  heads  for  the  crofs-bows,  and  alfo  engaged  to  join  th€ 
expedition. 

Cortes  perceiving  that  nothing  more  was  to  be  done  at  the  town  of 
Trinidad,  gave  orders  for  the  fleet  to  fail  for  the  Havannah,  and  alfo, 
that  all  fuch  as  chofe  to  proceed  thither  by  land  ihould  go  under  the 
command  of  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  who  was  to  receive  the  volunteers  who 
expec2:ed  us  in  fome  fettlements  upon  our  road.  I  and  about  fifty  more 
marched  with  Alvarado  j  and  Cortes,  having  difpatched  one  veflel  to 
the  Havannah  under  the  command  of  his  friend  Juan  de  Efcalante  by  a 
northern  route,  embarked,  and  fet  fail  with  his  whole  fleet  for  that 
port,  by  the  South.  All  the  fliips  except  that  on  board  of  which 
Cortes  was,  arrived  at  the  Havannah  without  any  accident,  and  our 
land  party  having  alfo  reached  that  town,  we  were  there  for  the  fpace  of 
feven  days,  that  we  could  not  by  any  means  account  for  his  abfence. 
We  were  very  apprehenfive  that  the  fhip  was  loft  in  fome  fhoals  called 
Los  Jardines,  and  it  was  determined  to  fail  with  three  veffels  in  fearch 
of  it,  but  as  there  was  no  one  to  command,  the  time  was  fpent  in  dif- 
putes,  and  fa(5tion  began  to  exift  as  to  the  choice  of  a  fubftitute  for 
Cortes,  until  we  fhouid  know  what  was  become  of  him.  The  perfon 
who  was  moft  particularly  bufy  on  this  occasion  was  Diego  de  Ordas. 
At  length  thefe  intrigues  were  put  a  ftop  to  by  the  appearance  of  Cortes 
himfelf.  The  fliip  which  he  was  on  board  of  had  ftruck  upon  a  fhoal, 
but  being  near  the  land  they  had  got  her  off,  by  lightening  her  of  a  part 
of  the  cargo. 

As  foon  as  Cortes  arrived,  he  took  his  quarters  at  the  houfe  of  Pedro 
Barba  the  Lieutenant  of  Velafquez,  where  he  planted  his  ftandard  before 
the  door,  and  beat  up  for  volunteers.  He  was  accordingly  foon  joined 
by  Francifco  dc  Montejo,  Diego  de  Soto,  one  Angulo,  Garci  Caro,  Se- 
baftian  Rodriquez,    Pacheco,   Gutierrez,    and  Rojas,  (not  Rojas  the 
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wealthy)  alfo  by  a  lad  named  Santa  Clara,  two  brothers  named  Los 
Martinez  de  Frexenal,  and  Juan  dc  Najara,  (not  the  deaf  man  of  the 
tennis  court  in  Mexico,)  all  perfbns  of  cjuality,  befides  many  other 
foldiers,  whofe  names  I  do  not  recoiled, 

Cortes  judged  it  neceflary  to  fend  Diego  de  Ordas  to  the  eftate  of 
the  governor  at  Guaniguanico,  for  more  provifions  of  bread  and  bacon, 
and  with  dire<3:ions  to  wait  there  for  further  orders.  This  he  did, 
knowing  that  during  his  abfence  De  Ordas  had  ihewn  himfelf  by  no 
•means  attached  to  his  intcreft.  Cortes  now  brought  his  artillery  which 
confifled  often  brafs  guns  and  fome  falconets,  on  fhore,  and  gave  them 
in  charge  to  four  cannoniers  named  Mefa,  Arbenga,  Juan  Catalan,  and 
Bartliolome  de  Ufagre.  He  alfo  ordered  the  crofs-bows  to  be  infpecfled, 
^he  cords,  nuts,  and  arrows,  to  be  put  in  proper  repair,  and  their  range 
to  be  afcertained  by  trial  at  a  mark;  and  as  the  country  about  the  Ha- 
vannah  produces  much  cotton,  the  foldiers  provided  themfelves  with 
good  quilted  jackets  of  that  material, 

Cortes  now  began  to  aflume  ftate  in  his  eflablifliment,  and  to  ap- 
|)ear  in  a  high  characfter.  His  fteward  of  the  houfehold  was  one  Guz- 
man, (not  he  who  took  Guatimotzin  prifoner,)  his  chamberlain  was 
one  Rodrigo  Range!,  and  his  Major  domo  Juan  de  Caceres.  He  ordered 
mangers  to  be  fitted  up  in  all  the  ihips,  and  flores  of  maize  and  hay  to 
be  put  on  board  for  the  horfes,  of  which  I  will  now  defcribe  fuch  as 
pafled  over  with  us.  ^ 

Captain  General  Cortes,  had  a  chefnut  horfe  which  died  in  St. 
Juan  de  Uiua ;  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  H.  Lopez  de  Avila,  (in  part- 
nerfliip)  an  excellent  chefnut  mare,  for  exercife,  or  fervice;  after  our 
arrival  in  new  Spain  Alvarado  took  her  entirely  to  himfelf,  either  by 
purchafe  or  by  force :  Alonzo  Hernandez  Puertocarrero,  a  grey  mare  of 
good  fpeed,  bought  for  him  by  Cortes  :  J.  Velafquez  de  Leon,  a  very 
powerful  grey  mare  called  La  Rabona,  (docked  tail)  well  dreifed,  and 
of  great  fpeed:  Chriiloval  de  Qli,  a  dark  chefnut  horfe,  tolerably  good: 
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Francirco  de  Montejo,  Alonzo  de  Avila,  (between  them)  a  dark  chef- 
nut,  not  fit  for  fervice:  Francifco  de  Morla,  a  dark  chefnut  horfe,  of 
great  fpeed  and  well  dreffed :  Juan  de  Efcalantc,  a  light  chefnut  horfe, 
not  good  for  fervice:  Diego  de  Ordas,  a  tolerable  grey  mare,  but  of  no 
fpeed:  Gonzalo  Dominguez,  an  excellent  horfeman,  a  dark  chefnut 
horfe,  very  good,  and  of  great  fpeed:  Pedro  Gonzales  Truxillo,  a  good 
chefnut  horfe,  and  fpeedy ;  Moron  of  Vaimo,  a  dappled  grey,  well  on 
his  haunches:  Vaena  of  La  Trinidad,  a  dapple,  fomewhat  black ;  this 
horfe  did  not  turn  out  well :  Lares  the  good  horfeman,  a  very  good 
horfe,  bright  chefnut,  of  great  fpeed:  Ortiz  the  mufician  and  Bartho- 
lome  Garcia  who  had  gold  mines,  a  horfe  called  El  Harriero,  one  of 
the  beft  that  came  over  with  ns :  Juan  Sedeno  of  the  Havannah,  a  chef- 
nut mare  which  foaled  in  the  (hip.  Sedeno  was  the  richeft  man  in  our 
army,  polTeffing  alfo  a  (hip,  a  negro,  bread,  and  bacon;  fome  of  which 
articles  were  indications  of  great  wealth  at  that  time,  for  horfes  and 
negroes  w^re  hardly  to  be  procured  for  any  money. 

I  muft  now  revert  to  the  proceedings  of  Velafquez,  who  was  more 
determined  than  ever  to  deprive  Cortes  of  the  command.  He  was  en- 
raged when  he  found  that  Verdugo  had  negledted  his  orders,  and  re- 
proached his  Secretary  and  the  Contador  with  having  deceived  him. 
He  now  therefore  fent  a  confidential  perfon  named  Garnica  to  his  Lieut. 
Pedro  Barba  at  the  Havannah,  with  orders  to  him,  and  letters  to  his 
friends  De  Ordas  and  Velafquez  de  Leon,  earneftly  foliciting  them  by 
no  means  to  fuf^er  the  fleet  to  proceed,  but  to  arrefl  Cortes,  and  fend  him 
a  clofe  prifoner  to  St.  Jago.  The  meffenger  was  no  fooner  arrived  than 
Cortes  knew  his  buiinefs,  for  he  brought  with  him  letters  from  a  friar 
who  was  about  the  governor,  to  our  Chaplain  Fray  Bartholome  de  Ol- 
medo,  whereby  the  Secretary  and  Contador  conveyed  intelligence  of  all 
the  fchemes  of  Velafquez.  Diego  de  Ordas  it  has  been  already  mentioned 
had  been  fent  out  of  the  way ;  the  other  perfon,  Velafquez  de  Leon, 
Cortes  had  now  brought  over  completely  to  his  fide,  for  he  was  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  governor  for  not  having  taken,  as  he  thought,  proper 
rare  of  him.     As  to  the  Alvarados,  Puertocarrero,  Montejo,  De  Oli, 
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Efcalante,  the  two  Monjarazes,  and  all  the  reft  of  us,  the  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor not  excepted,  we  would  with  pleafure  have  laid  down  our  lives 
for  him ;  fo  that  if  the  orders  of  Velafquez  were  concealed  in  La  Tri- 
nidad, they  were  completely  fuppreffed  in  the  Havannah,  for  Pedro 
Barba  wrote  an  anfwer  telling  him  that  he  dare  not  put  them  in  execu- 
tion, fuch  was  the  popularity  of  Cortes;  and  that  he  was  fure  if  he 
were  to  attempt  it,  the  town  would  be  facked,  and  Cortes  would  carry 
away  all  the  inhabitants  with  him.  Cortes  alfo  wrote  to  Velafquez  pro- 
feffing  his  eternal  devotion  to  his  intereft,  and  informing  him  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  fail  on  the  enfuing  day. 

The  whole  fleet  lailed  for  the  Ifland  of  Cozumel  on  the  tenth 
of  February  15 19.  Our  fliip,  which  was  commanded  by  Alva- 
rado,  was  fent  round  by  the  north,  under  orders  to  wait  for  the  fleet  at 
the  point  of  St.  Anton;  and  Cortes  alfo  fent  direcflions  to  Diego  de  Ordas 
to  do  the  fame;  but  our  pilot  negle(fled  his  inftrudlions,  and  proceeded 
for  Cozumel,  where  we  on  this  account  arrived  two  days  before  the 
reft.  As  foon  as  we  had  caft  anchor  our  whole  party  went  to  the  town 
of  Cozumel,  which  we  found  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants.  We  then 
proceeded  to  another  place  from  which  the  natives  fled  at  our  approach, 
but  not  in  fuflicient  time  to  move  their  effeds,  for  we  found  a  quantity 
of  fowls,  and  fome  idols,  toys,  and  ornaments  of  debafed  gold  in  the 
temple  of  the  place,  wherewith  we  returned  to  the  town  near  which 
our  fliip  was  at  anchor.  At  this  time  Cortes  and  his  fleet  arrived,  and 
the  firft  thing  that  he  did  was  to  put  our  pilot  Camacho  in  irons,  for 
not  having  obeyed  his  orders.  He  then  fent  for  Alvarado,  and  gravely 
reprehended  him  for  his  imprudence  in  feizing  the  property  of  the  na- 
tives, telling  him  that  was  by  no  means  the  way  to  effedl  any  good  in 
the  country,  and  he  immediately  ordered  two  men  and  a  woman  whom 
they  had  made  prifoners  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  through  our 
interpreter  Melchorcjo,  defired  them  to  call  back  their  countrymen  to 
their  habitations,  and  afliired  them  that  they  need  be  under  no  appre- 
henfions.  He  ordered  all  the  articles  that  had  been  taken  to  be  returned, 
for  the  fowls  which  had  been  eaten  he  paid  in  beads  and  trinkets,  and 
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to  each  of  the  three  natives  he  prefented  a  fhirt.  The  people  were  fo 
fatisfied  with  this  treatment,  that  on  the  enfuing  day  the  chief  of  the 
place  and  all  the  inhabitants  returned,  and  mixed  with  us  in  fo  eafy  and 
amicable  a  manner,  that  it  would  have  been  fuppofed  we  had  pafled  our 
whole  lives  together. 

Cortes  now  began  to  take  the  command  upon  him  in  earneft,  and 
our  Bord  was  pleafed  to  give  him  grace,  that  whatever  he  undertook 
he  fucceeded  in. 

In  the  three  days  which  we  pafled  here,  Cortes  ordered  a  review  of 
his  troops,  which  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  eight,  the  mariners 
not  included.  The  number  of  thefe  was  one  hundred  and  nine.  We 
had  fixteen  cavalry,  eleven  fhips  large  and  fmall,  including  a  brigantine 
belonging  to  one  Gines  Nortes,  thirteen  mufketeers,  ten  brafs  field 
pieces,  four  falconets,  and  (as  well  as  I  recolledl)  thirty-two  crofs-bows 
with  plenty  of  ammunition.  He  alfo  ordered  the  artillery-men  to  put 
their  guns  in  order,  and  appointed  one  Francifco  de  Orozca,  who  had 
been  a  good  foldier  in  Italy,  his  captain  of  artillery.  But  I  know  not 
why  I  now  wafle  fo  much  ink  in  relating  this,  for  truly  he  ufed  the 
greateft  vigilance  and  exad:ncfs  in  all  things  relating  to  the  fervice  he 
was  upon. 

Cortes  now  fent  for  me  and  a  Bifcayan  named  Martin  Ramos,  in 
order  to  queftion  us  as  to  our  opinions  of  the  meaning  of  the  word 
•*  Caftillan,"  fo  frequently  repeated  by  the  Indians  of  Cotoche,  when 
we  came  with  Captain  Hernandez  de  Cordova ;  adding  that  he  was 
convinced  that  it  muil  allude  to  fome  Spaniards  in  that  country :  for 
which  reafon,  he  queflioned  the  native  chiefs  upon  the  fubjedl.  They 
all  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  certain  indian  merchants  then  in 
Cozumel  afliired  us  that  they  had  fpokcn  to  them  a  few  days  before. 
Cortes  was  anxious  to  obtain  their  releafe,  and  being  informed  that 
compenfation  would  be  expe(5led,  he  amply  provided  his  meflengers  for 
the  purpofe.     By  thefe  perfons  he  fent  letters  to  them,  and  he  ordered 
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for  this  fefvice  two  light  veffels,  with  twenty  crofsbow-rtien  arid  muf- 
keteers  under  the  command  of  Diego  de  Ordas.  One  (hip  was  to  remain  at 
the  point  of  Cotoche  for  eight  days,  while  the  mellengefs  went  and  re- 
turned, and  the  fecond  was  to  bring  the  report  to  Cortes  hdw  th6 
bufinefs  proceeded. 

The  places  where  the  Spaniards  were  faid  to  refide,  Wei-e  diflant 
from  the  point  df  Cotoche  only  about  four  leagues.  The  lettet  whith 
Cortes  fent  was  as  follows,  **  Gentlemen  and  brothers;  herein  C6- 
**  zumel  I  have  been  informed  that  you  are  detained  priloners  by  a  ca- 
**  cique:  I  requeftas  a  favour  that  you  will  forthwith  join  me.  I  fend 
**  a  fhipand  foldiers,  with  whatever  is  neceffary  for  yourranfom;  they 
**  have  orders  to  wait  eight  days,  but  come  with  all  difpatch  to  me, 
,,  from  whom  you  fliall  receive  every  afliilance  and  protection.  I  am 
**  here  with  eleven  fhips  and  five  hundred  foldiers,  with  which  I  will, 
**  with  the  aiTiftanceof  God,  proceed  toTabafco,  Pontonchan,  &c.  &c." 

The  merchants  of  Cozumel  to  whom  this  bufinefs  was  intrufi:ed 
being  embarked,  ,the  fhips  crolTed  the  gulf,  and  the  letters  were  in  two 
days  received  by  a  Spaniard  named  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar,  together  with 
the  beads  fent  for  his  ranfom.  He  immediately  waited  upon  his  mafter, 
who  accepted  them  with  fatisfadtion,  and  gave  him  his  liberty.  Aguilar 
then  went  to  his  companion  Alonfo  Guerrero,  and  having  made  known 
his  bufinefs,  Guerrero  replied  to  him  as  follows :  **  Brother  Aguilar,  I 
**  am  married;  I  have  three  fons,  and  am  a  cacique  and  captain  in  the 
**  vvars;  go  you  in  God*s  name;  my  face  is  marked,  and  my  ears 
**  bored ;  what  would  thofe  Spaniards  think  of  me  if  I  went  arhong 
**  them  ?  Behold  thefe  three  beautiful  boys  ;  I  befeech  you  give  me  for 
**  thern  fome  of  thefe  green  beads,  and  fay  that  my  brother  fent  them 
'*  as  a  prefent  to  me  from  our  country.**  The  man*s  wife  who  was 
prefent  now  became  greatly  enraged  and  faid  in  her  language,  **  See  this 
**  flave  how  he  comes  to  feduce  my  hulband!"  Aguilar  perfevered  la 
advifing  the  other  not  to  lofe  his  precious  foul  for  the  fake  of  an  Indian, 
or  at  any  rate  if  he  could  not  part  from  his  wife  and  children,  to  bring 
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them  with  him ;  but  he  could  not  be  induced  to  quit  his  home.  When 
Aguilar  faw  that  it  was  impofTible  to  move  him,  he  came  with  the  In- 
dian meffengers  to  the  part  of  the  coafl  where  the  (hips  had  been  Ra- 
tioned ;  but  they  had  already  failed,  for  the  eight  days  to  which  De 
Ordas  confidered  himfelf  limited,  and  one  more,  were  expired ;  and 
De  Ordas  defpairing  of  the  return  of  his  meffengers,  had  gone  back  to 
Cozumel,  fo  that  Aguilar  was  forced  to  return  with  great  forrow  to  his 
Indian  mailer.  Cortes  was  exceedingly  difpleafed  at  De  Ordas,  for  re- 
turning without  the  Spaniards,  or  even  thofe  whom  he  fent  in  queft  of 
them. 

Certain  failors  named  the  Penyates  of  Gibraleon,  were  at  this  time 
accufed  of  ftealing  bacon  from  one  Berrio  a  foldier,  and  a  general  exa- 
mination and  queftions  upon  oath  taking  place,  they  denied  it,  but  upon 
a  fearch,  proofs  were  brought  home  to  them,  and  notwithftanding 
much  interceflion  was  made,  Cortes  ordered  feven  of  them  to  be  feverely 
whipped. 

There  was  on  the  Ifland  of  Cozumel  a  temple,  and  fome  hideous 
idols,  to  which  all  the  Indians  of  the  neighbouring  diftri<5ts  ufed  to  go 
frequently  in  folemn  proceffion.  One  morning  the  courts  of  this  temple 
were  filled  with  Indians,  and  curiofity  having  alfo  drawn  many  of  us 
thither,  we  found  them  burning  odoriferous  refins  like  our  incenfe,  and 
fiiortly  after,  an  old  man  in  a  large  loofe  mantle  afcended  to  the  top  of 
the  temple,  and  harangued  or  preached  to  the  multitude  for  a  confider- 
able  time.  Cortes  who  was  prefent  at  length  called  Melchorejo  to  him, 
to  queftion  him  in  regard  to  the  evil  dod:rines  which  the  old  man  was 
delivering;  he  then  fummoned  all  the  caciques  and  chief  perfons  to 
come  to  him,  and  as  well  as  he  could,  by  figns  and  interpretations,  ex- 
plained to  them  that  the  idols  which  they  worshipped  were  not  gods, 
but  evil  things,  which  would  draw  their  fouls  down  to  hell,  and  that  if 
they  vvifhed  to  remain  in  a  brotherly  connetStion  with  us,  they  muft  pull 
them  down,  and  place  in  their  ftead  the  crucifix  of  our  Lord,  by  whofe 
aififtance  they  would  obtain  good  harvefls,  and  the  falvation  of  their 
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fouls;  with  many  other  good  and  holy  reafons,  which  he  expreffcd 
very  well.  The  priefts  and  chiefs  replied,  that  they  worfhipped  thefc 
gods  as  their  anceflors  had  done,  becaufe  they  were  kind  to  them ;  and 
that  if  we  attempted  to  moleft  them,  the  gods  would  convince  us  of  their 
power,  by  deftroying  us  in  the  fea.  Cortes  then  ordered  them  to  be 
proflrated,  which  we  immediately  did,  rolling  them  down  fome  fteps. 
He  next  fent  for  lime  of  which  there  was  abundance  in  the  place,  and 
Indian  mafons,  by  whom,  under  our  diredion,  a  very  handfome  altar 
was  conftrud:ed,  whereon  we  placed  an  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  and 
the  carpenters  having  made  a  crucifix  which  was  eredled  in  a  fmall  cha- 
pel clofe  to  the  altar,  mafs  was  faid  by  the  Rev.  Father  Juan  Diaz,  and 
liftened  to  by  the  priefts,  chiefs,  and  the  reft  of  the  natives,  with  great 
attention. 

The  regulation  of  our  fleet  was  now  made  by  Cortes,  and  the  cap- 
tains appointed.  The  firft  or  admiral's  fliip  was  commanded  by  Cortes 
in  perfon,  and  the  reft  as  follows:  The  St.  Sebaftion  by  P.  de  Alvarado, 
the  third  ftiip  in  fize  by  Alonzo  H.  Puertocarrero,  the  fourth  by  F.  de 
Montejo,  the  fifth  by  Chriftoval  de  Oli.  the  fixth  by  Diego  de  Ordas, 
the  feventh  by  J.  Velafquez  de  Leon,  the  eighth  by  J.  de  Efcalante,  the 
ninth  by  F.  de  Morla,  the  tenth  by  Efcobar,  and  the  eleventh  by  Gines 
Nortes.  Pilots  were  appointed,  the  night  fignals  given,  and  each  cap- 
tain received  his  inftrudlions. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  March,  we  fet  fail,  after  having 
taken  a  friendly  leave  of  the  natives,  who  promifed  to  take  care  of  the 
holy  altar  and  crucifix;  and  they  prefented  Cortes  on  his  departure  with 
fome  fowls  and  honey.  We  had  failed  but  a  few  hours  when  a  fignal 
gun  and  cry  of  alarm  informed  us  that  the  vefTel  of  Juan  de  Efcalante 
which  contained  the  bread  for  the  fleet  was  in  danger,  having  fprung  a 
leak.  This  forced  us  to  put  back  to  the  place  from  whence  we  had 
failed.  On  our  return  there,  we  were  vifitcd  by  the  friendly  Indians, 
and  the  caufe  of  it  being  made  known  to  them,  they  immediately 
brought  their  canoes  to  afllift  us  in  taking  the  lading  out  of  the  vefl^el, 

and 
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and  we  had  alfo  the  further  fatisfadion  of  perceiving  on  entering  the 
temple,  that  fo  far  from  having  done  any  injury  to  the  holy  altar  and 
crucifix,  they  had  taken  care  of,  and  placed  incenfe  before  them. 

The  Indian  melTengers  and  Aguilar  hearing  of  our  return,  joyfully 
hired  a  boat  and  crofTed  the  gulf  to  join  us.  Intelligence  of  the  arrival 
of  a  large  canoe  was  given  to  Cortes,  by  fome  foldiers  vi^ho  had  gone 
out  to  hunt  wild  fwine,  whereupon  he  ordered  Andres  de  Tapia  and 
two  others  to  go  and  fee  who  and  what  thefe  Indians  were,  who  came 
to  us  thus  without  apprehenfion.  Aguilar  was  not  in  his  appearance 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  a  native,  and  he  had  hardly  the  pronunciation 
of  his  own  language;  his  only  words  at  firft  were,  **  Dios,  Santa 
**  Maria,"  and  "Sevilla."  His  colour  was  as  daik  as  a  native,  and 
he  was  marked  like  them ;  he  had  a  few  rags  about  his  (houldcrs  and 
waift,  an  oar  in  his  hand,  and"  the  remnant  of  an  old  book  of  prayers 
tied  in  a  bundle  on  his  (houlder.  When  he  came  into  the  prefence  of 
Cortes,  he  like  the  reft  of  his  companions  fquatted  down  upon  his 
hams,  and  every  one  was  looking  for  the  Spaniard.  At  length,  to  the 
enquiry  of  Cortes  he  replied,  "  Here  he  is,**  and  then  coming  forward > 
he  was  immediately  fupplied  with  proper  clothing. 

Being  queftioned  concerning  himfelf  he  informed  us  that  he-  was 
a  native  of  Ecija,  and  had  been  ordained  in  the  church.  That  eight 
years  before,  he  was  wrecked  with  fifteen  men  and  two  women,  going 
from  Darien  to  the  Ifland  of  St,  Domingo,  at  a  time  of  a  certain  litiga- 
tion between  one  Encifo,  and  Valdivia.  That  the  velTel  which  they 
were  on  board  was  ftranded  and  went  to  pieces,  and  with  her  were  loft 
ten  thoufand  crowns  in  gold.  Thofe  on  board  taking  to  the  boat,  en- 
deavoured to  reach  the  Ifland  of  Cuba  or  Jamaica,  but  were  forced  by 
the  current  upon  this  coaft,  where  the  difterent  chiefs  had  divided  and 
made  property  of  them.  Many  had  been  facrificcd,  fome  had  died  of 
difeafe,  and  the  two  women  had  funk  a  fhort  time  before  under  hard 
labour  at  their  mills..  He  was  to  have  been  at  one  time  facrificed,  but  he 
inade  his  efcape,  and.  taking  refuge  with  a  certain  cacique  had  re- 
mained 
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xnained  with  him  ever  lince;  and  of  the  whole  number  there  were 
now  in  exigence,  only  himfelf,  and  Guerrero.  As  to  his  knowledge 
of  the  country  it  was  very  confined,  for  he  was  only  employed  in  pro- 
curing wood  and  water,  and  digging  in  the  maize  fields,  and  had 
never  been  farther  from  the  coafl  than  about  four  leagues ;  but  he  under- 
flood  that  it  was  very  populous.  He  defcribed  Guerrero  as  exadly  re- 
fembling  an  Indian,  adding  that  he  was  confidered  by  the  natives  as  a 
very  brave  man,  infomuch  that  when  above  a  year  before,,  tliree  fhips 
came  upon  the  coaft  at  the  point  of  Cotoche^  (this  was  the  expedition  of 
H.  de  Cordova,)  he  planned  the  attack  upon  thofe  who  landed,  and  led 
the  Indians  in  perfon.  Upon  hearing  this,  Cortes  regretted  much  his. 
not  being  able  to  get  him  into  his  hands. 

Aguilar  was  well  treated  by  the  natives  of  Cozumel,  who  fupplied 
him  plentifully  with  provifions ;  he  in  return  earneftly  exhorted  them  to 
continue  faithful  to  our  holy  religion,  the  good  ef?ed:s  of  which  they 
ihould  foon  perceive;  and  he  alfo  advifed  them  to  apply  to  Cortes  for  a 
letter  of  protection,  which  would  be  of  fervice  to  them  in  cafe  of  the  ar- 
rival of  other  Spaniards  on  their  coaft.  This  was  immediately  granted 
them ;  and  fuch  is  the  true  narrative  in  regard  to  Aguilar. 

On  the  fourth  of  March  the  fleet  again  put  to  fea,  and  was  during 
the  night  feparated  by  a  gale  of  wind,  but  on  the  next  day  all  the  fhips 
joined  company  except  that  of  Velafquez  de  Leon,  which  not  appearing 
on  theenfuing  day,  Cortes  made  fail  for  a  certain  bay  on  the  coaft,, 
where,  according  to  the  furmife  of  the  pilot,  they  found  thefhip,  which 
had  put  in  during  the  ftorm,  and  was  detained  there  wind  bound.  Here 
feveral  of  our  companions  went  on  fhore,  and  found  in  the  town  hard 
by,  four  temples,  the  idols  in  which  reprefented  human  female  figures 
of  large  fize,  foi;^  which  reafon  we  named  this  place,  Punta  de  las 
Mugeres, 

Aguilar  faid  that  he  had  once  been  fent  fo  far  with  a  load,  and  that 
the  town  where  he  refided  was  about  four  leagues  diftant ;  he  alfo  told 

us. 
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US  that  the  reiidencc  of  Guerrero  was  not  far  off,  and  that  the  country 
contained  gold  though  in  very  fmall  quantity,  offering  to  ferve  as  a 
guide,  if  Cortes  thought  proper  to  fend  a  party  on  fliore ;  to  which  the 
general  replied  that  he  did  not  come  for  fuch  trifles,  but  to  ferve  God 
and  his  fovereign  effedlually.  Cortes  now  ordered  Capt.  de  Efcobar  to 
examine  the  bay  called  Boca  de  Terminos;  and  to  leave  figns  on  the 
coall  of  his  having  been  there,  or  cruize  off  the  bay,  till  the  arrival  of 
the  fleet,  for  by  the  defcription  given  of  the  harbour,  and  the  abun- 
.  dance  of  game,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  an  advantageous  fituation 
to  colonize. 

Efcobar  proceeded  thither,  and  on  his  landing  found  the  grey- 
hound which  had  been  left  behind  by  Grijalva  waiting  for  him  on  the 
fhore,  and  tefl:ifying  his  joy  at  the  fight  of  our  people ;  he  was  taken 
on  board,  and  the  veflel  then  cruized,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  fleet; 
but  a  fl:rong  gale  of  wind  from  the  South  came  on,  and  forced  her  cori- 
fiderably  out  to  fea,  fo  that  when  we  arrived  there,  Efcobar's  fhip 
was  no  where  to  be  feen.  On  fending  on  fhore  however,  a  letter  was 
found,  v/herein  he  told  Cortes  of  the  ftate  of  the  harbour,  and  country, 
both  of  which  he  reprefented  in  a  favorable  light.  We  then  flood  out, 
and  in  the  enfuing  day  his  veflel  joined  us.  At  this  time  we^wcre  near 
the  point  of  Pontonchan,  the  natives  of  which  Cortes  and  many  of  us 
were  well  inclined  to  punifh  for  their  condud:  on  former  occafions,  but 
it  was  oppofed  by  the  pilots  on  account  of  the  fhallownefs  of  the  coafl, 
and  height  of  the  tides,  whereby  vefl^els  are  compelled  to  ride  at  leafd 
two  leagues  out  at  fea.  We  therefore  continued  our  voyage  for  the 
jiver  of  Grijalva. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  15 19,  we  arrived  with  the  whole 
armament  at  the  river  of  Tabafco  or  Grijalva.  As  we  knew  that  it  did 
not  admit  veflels  of  great  burthen  we  fele(5ted  the  lighter  ones,  and  in 
them,  together  with  the  boats,  our  troops  proceeded  to  the  fhore,  and 
difcmbarked  at  the  point  of  Palmares,  which  was  diftant  from  the  town 
of  Tabafco  about  half  a  league.     The  borders  of  the  river,  which  are 

covered 
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covered  by  mangroves,  were  filled  with  canoes  containing  armed  In- 
dians, and  above  twelve  thoufand  warriors  had  affembled  in  the  town 
of  Tabafco  which  was  at  that  time  poffefled  of  an  extenfive  domination 
over  the  neighbouring  diftridts.  This  afforded  matter  of  furprife  to  us 
who  had  been  at  this  place  before,  and  the  reafon  of  their  prefent  hof- 
jtility  we  afterwards  found  to  be,  that  the  neighbouring  nations  of  Pon- 
tonchanand  Lazarus,  (as  we  named  the  place,)  had  reproached  them  for 
their  daflardly  timidity,  as  they  confidered  it,  in  treating  amicably  with 
us,  inflead  of  attacking  us  at  our  landing  as  the  others  had  done.  For 
this  reafon  they  were  determined  to  take  the  prefent  opportunity  of  re- 
trieving their  characfler  with  their  neighbours. 

As  foon  as  Cortes  perceived  what  kind  of  reception  he  was  to  ex- 
pert, he  dire6ted  Aguilar  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  fome  of  the  natives  who 
appeared  t6  be  chiefs,  and  who  were  in  a  canoe  which  was  then  paffing 
very  near  us,  and  alk  them  the  reafon  of  thefe  hoftile  appearances  when 
we  came  to  them  as  friends  and  brothers,  adding,  that  if  they  were  fo 
rafh  as  to  recur  to  hoftilities  they  fliould  certainly  have  caufe  to  repent  it. 
This,  and  more  to  the  fame  purpofe  being  explained  to  them,  only 
feemed  to  render  them  more  violent  againft  us,  and  they  replied  by 
threatening  us  all  with  inflant  death  if  we  ventured  to  approach  their 
town,  which  they  had  fortified  with  parapets  aud  palifades.  Aguilar 
then  requefted  permifiion  to  procure  wood  and  water,  and  an  interview 
with  their  caciques,  to  whom  our  general  had  matters  of  the  greatefi: 
importance  and  of  a  holy  nature  to  communicate,  but  to  this  they  only 
replied  in  the  fame  manner  as  before. 

Cortes  hereupon  ordered  three  guns  to  be  placed  in  each  veflel,  and 
alfo  divided  the  mufketeers  and  crofs-bowmen  through  them.  It  was 
recollected  by  us  who  had  been  there  before,  that  a  narrow  road  went 
from  the  point  of  Palmares,  by  fome  brooks  and  marfhes,  to  the  town 
of  Tabafco.  Cortes  ordered  three  foldiers  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  and  report  to  him  if  they  retired  to  their  town;  which  they 
fhortly  did. 

G  On 
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On  the  next  morning,  after  mafs,  oar  general  detached  Captain 
Alonzo  de  Avila  with  one  hundred  foldiers,  to  march  by  the  narrow 
Toad  already  mentioned,  with  inftrii(flions,  that  as  ibon  as  he  heard  the 
difcharge  of  the  artillery,  hefhoidd  attack  the  town  on  one  fide,  while 
the  main  body  did  the  fame  upon  another.  This  being  arranged,  Cortes 
with  his  troops  proceeded  in  the  veflels  towards  the  fhore  near  the  town,. 
As  foon  as  thofe  of  the  enemy  who  were  in  canoes  amongft  the  man- 
groves perceived  that  we  were  proceeding  to  the  attack,  they  all  fallied 
out,  and  fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  them  collected  at  our  point  of  dif- 
embarkation,  that  nothing  was  to  be  feen  around  us  but  armed  hofls, 
nor  heard  except  their  trumpets.,  horns,  and  timbrels. 

Cortes  obferving  this,  ordered  a  halt,  and  that  the  firing  fhould 
not  commence,  for  he  wifhed  to  proceed  in  a  flridlly  juftiiiable  manner. 
He  therefore  ordered  Diego  de  Godoy  a  royal  notary,  formally  to  re- 
quire them  to  permit  us  to  fupply  ourfelves  with  wood  and  water,  and 
fpeak  to  them  as  we  were  in  duty  bound  upon  what  concerned  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  God  and  King,  warning  them,  that  in  cafe  of  violence  they 

were  anfvi^erable  for  all  the  mifchief  that  refulted.  All  this,  being  duly 
explained  to  them  produced  no  effed:,  they  feemed  as  determined  to  op- 
pofe  us  as  they  were  before.  They  made  with  their  drums  the  fignals 
for  a  general  attack,  and  to  clofe  upon  us,  and  thefe  were  immediately 
followed  by  difcharges  of  arrows.  Their  canoes  then  proceeded  to  fur- 
round  us,  and  we  were  compelled  to  fight  them  up  to  our  middles  in 
water.  Wc  were  detained  a  confiderable  time  here,  partly  owing  to  the 
attacks  pf  the  enemy  with  their  lances  and  arrows,  partly  to  the  depth 
of  the  mud  on  the  (hore,  from  which  we  could  not  extricate  ourfelves 
but  with  great  difficulty ;  and  Cortes  in  particular,  was  obliged  to  leave 
one  of  his  bufkins  behind  him  in  it,  and  come  to  land  barefooted.  We 
were  juft  at  that  time  in  very  great  difficulty,  but  as  foon  as  we  got  to 
the  dry  land,  with  our  general  at  our  head,  calling  upon  St.  Jago,  we 
fell  upon  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  to  give  a  little  ground.  They  then 
fell  back  behind  forae  .circular  works  conftrucSted  of  large  timber,  until 
WG  alfo  drove  ithena  from  thence,  and  entered  by  certain  fmall  gateways 

into 
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into  the  town.     We  then  drove  them  before  us  up  the  ftrect  to  a  fccond 

barricade,  behind  which  they  pefled  themfeh-es,  fronting  us  valiantly ^ 

TV  hiftling,  and  (houting,  "  Al  calachioni,**  or  '*  kill  the  captain."  While 

we  were  thus  engaged,  the  party  cormnanded  by  Captain  De  Avila  and 

which  had  marched  from  the  point  of  Palmares  arrived,  and  joined  us 

moft  opportunely.     He  had  been  retarded   on  his   route, ,  in  croffing 

marfhes  and  breaking  down  barricades,  whereby  he  arrived  at  the  mofl 

convenient  moment,  for  we  had  been  detained  longer  than  we  expccSted 

in  making  the  fummons  which  I  have  related.     We  now  drove  the 

enemy  before  us,  though  they  fought  manfully  and  never  could  be 

made  to  turn  their  backs,  until  they  arrived  at  a  great  enclofed  court, 

where  were  fome  large  apartments  and  halls,  and  three  houfes  contain* 

ing  idols.     Here  they  had  colle<fted  all  their  efFecfls,  but  as  they  were 

forced  to  evacuate  this  laft  poft,  t>ur  general  ordered  a  halt,  and  that 

they  fliould  be  purfued  no  farther. 

Cortes  took  poffcfllon  of  the  country  for  his  Majcfly  and  in  his 
royal  name  in  the  following  manner.  Drawing  his  fword,  he  gave 
three  cuts  with  it  into  a  great  ceiba  tree  which  ftood  in  the  area  of  this 
cnclofure,  and  faid,  that  againfl  any  who  denied  his  Majefty's  claim, 
he  was  ready  to  defend  and  maintain  it,  with  the  fword  and  fliield 
which  he  then  held.  This  ftep  was  generally  approved  of,  and  it  was 
formally  witnefled  by  a  royal  notary.  It  gave  caufe  for  fecret  murmurs 
however  amongft  the  party  of  Velalquez.  In  thefe  actions  fourteen  of 
our  foldiers  were  wounded ;  I  received  a  flight  one,  and  eighteen  of  the 
enemy  were  left  dead  upon  the  field.  Here  we  pofted  ftrong  guards » 
and  halted  for  the  night. 

On  the  next  day  Cortes  detached  Captain  P.  de  Alvarado.  with  one 
hundred  men,  to  march  through  and  reconnoitre  the  country  for  the 
diflance  of  two  leagues  round  our  poft.  On  this  occafion  the  interpre- 
ter Melchorejo  being  ordered  to  attend,,  it  was  found  that  he  had  de- 
ferted  on  the  preceding  night,  leaving  his  clothes  behind  him.  This 
vexed  Cortes  much,  as  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  he  could  convey 

G%  to 
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to  his  countrymen  intelligence  very  injurious  to  us.     Our  general  de- 
tached a  fecond  party  of  equal  flrength  and  upon  the  fame  duty  under 
Captain  Francifco  de  Lugo.     This  laft  mentioned  detachment  had  not 
marched  far,  when,  it  fell  in  with  feveral  large  bodies  of  the  enemy's 
warriors,  who  attacked  our  people  on  all  fides,  infomuch  that  all  the  va- 
lour of  De  Lugo  and  his  foldiers  could  not  repulfe  them  and  he  was 
obliged  to  fall  back,  which  he  however  did  with  great  regularity,  to 
our  quarters,  fending  before  him  a  fwift  Indian  of  Cuba  to  call  for 
fuccour.     Alvarado  with  his  detachment  had  advanced  fomewhat  far- 
ther, to  the  diftance  of  above  a  league  from  the  town,  when  his  progrefs 
was  intercepted  by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  or  river.     Being  obliged  thereby 
to  march  in  another  dire(5tion,  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  he  fhould 
come  within  hearing  of  the  muiketry,  and  the  inftruments  and  fliouts 
of  the  Indians  with  whom  De  Lugo  was  engaged.     He  immediately 
flew  to  his  relief,  and  the  two  bodies  joining  repelled  the  enemy  and  re- 
treated towards  the  town,  in  which  we  who  occupied  it  had  at  the  fame 
time  been  attacked  by  great  bodies  of  the  enemy,  whom  however  we 
foon  made  retreat  by  the  effed:  of  our  muiketry  and  crofs-bows,  and 
our  good  fwords.     x\s  foon  as  Cortes  received  intelligence  that  his  de- 
tachments were  engaged,  he  fallied  out  at  the  head  of  all  of  us  who 
could  carry  arms,  and  we  met  our  companions  in  their  retreat,  at  about 
lialf  a  leagues  diflance.     They  had  lofl  in  the  engagement  two  foldiers 
of  the  company  of  Captain  de  Lugo,  and  had  in  all  eleven  wounded. 
We  returned  with  them  to  the  town,  bringing  with  us  three  prifoners, 
one  of  whom  appeared  to  be  a  chief.    *We  were  informed  by  them  that 
Mclchorejo  had  advifed  them  to  attack  us  by  day  and  by  night,  where- 
by they  would,  he  faid,  deflroy  us,  being  fo  few.     The  native  who 
told  us  this  we  releafed  and  fent  to  his  countrymen  with  an  amicable 
meffage,  but  he  never  returned,  and  Aguilar  was  informed  by  the  others, 
that  we  were  to  expedt  to  be  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  the  warriors 
of  that  country. 

When  Cortes  underftood  the  formidable  preparations  which  WjCrc 
making  againfl  us,  he  ordered  the  horfes  to  be  landed,  and  all  the 
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wounded  men  who  were  able  to  march  to  turn  out.  The  horfes  when 
firft  brought  to  land  were  very  dull  and  torpid,  but  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day  they  recovered  their  fpirit.  Several  of  our  beft  and  moft  alert  young 
men  were  at  this  time  taken  fo  ill  and  weak  by  an  ailment  in  the  reins, 
that  they  could  not  ftand  on  their  feet,  or  help  themfelves  :  we  could 
only  account  for  it  from  their  good  living  in  Cuba,  and  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  weight  of  their  arms.  Cortes  ordered  them  to  be  put  on 
board  the  fhips,  and  alTigning  the  horfes  to  the  beft  horfemen,  he  fur- 
nilhed  each  with  a  breaftplate  with  bells  hanging  to  it,  and  gave  his 
travalry  generalinftrudtions  not  to  halt,  or  make  thrufts  with  the  lance, 
until  the  enemy  were  put  to  flight,  but  in  their  attack  to  point  at  their 
faces.  He  feledted  the  following  officers  and  foldiers  to  ferve  in  the^ 
cavalry.  Chriftoval  deOli,  P.  de  Alvarado,  A.  H.  Puertocarrero,  J.  de. 
Efcalante,  F.  de  Montejo,  Alonzo  de  Avila,  J.  V.  de  Leon,  Francifco 
de  Morla,  Lares  (called  by  way  of  diftind:ion  the  good  horfeman,) 
Gonzalo  Dominguez  another  excellent  horfeman.  Moron  del  Bayamo, 
and  P.  Gonzales  de  Truxillo.  This  body  was  commanded  by  Cortes  in 
perfon.  The  artillery  he  put  under  the  command  of  Mefa,  the  infantry 
under  that  of  Diego  de  Ordas,  and.  the  colours  were  barne  by  Anthonio 
de  Villaroel.  Being  thus  arranged  and  appointed,  our  whole  force 
took  the  field  early  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  our  lady  in  the  month 
of  March,  after  hearing  mafs,  and  proceeded  to  the  plain  of  Cintia,  our 
cavalry  making  a  circuit  in  order  to  avoid  fome  marfhy  ground. 

Having  marched  about  a  league  we  faw  the  enemy  in  the  plain  in 
our  front,  advancing  againft  us,  founding  their  trumpets,  horns,  and 
drums,  with  plumes  of  feathers  on  their  heads,  their  faces  painted  black, 
red,  and  white,  all  of  them  bearing  defenfive  armour  of  quilted  cotton, 
and  fhields,  and  their  offenfive  arms  confifting  of  large  bows  and  ar- 
rows, lances,  two  handed  fwords,  darts,  and  flings.  Their  numbers, 
covered  the  whole  plain,  and  they  fell  upon  us  furioufly,  wounding 
above  feventy  of  our  foldiers  by  the  firft  difcharge  of  their  miffile 
weapons.  One  foldier  fell  inftantly  dead  by  an  arrow  which  pierced 
his  ear :  his  name  was   Saldana.     The  enemy  thep  clofed  upon  and 
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fought  with  us  foot  to  foot,  while  we  with  our  cannon,  mufketry, 
crofs-bows,  and  fwords,  maintained  our  ground  firmly.  When  they 
had  pretty  well  experienced  the  fharpnefs  of  our  fwords,  they  drew  oiF 
a  little,  but  it  was  only  to  flioot  at  u«  with  more  advantage ;  our  artil- 
lery now  however  made  great  havoc  amongft  them  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  crowded  together,  and  they  were  at  that  difbnce  which 
enabled  us  to  fire  at  them  with  the  grcatefi:  advantage ;  but  all  could  not 
make  them  give  way. 

I  advifed'Captain  de  Ordas  to  clofe  with  them,  becaufe  they  {eemcd 
to  be  fhy  of  our  fwords,  and  had  the  advantage  of  their  mifiile  weapons 
when  at  a  little  diflancc ;  but  he  objedted  to  this,  obferving  that  they 
were  three  hundred  for  every  one  of  us.  However  we  did  advance  upon 
them,  and  as  they  were  unwilling  to  come  within  the  reach  of  our 
fwords  they  yielded  ground,  and  inclined  towards  a  marfh.  During 
all  this  time  we  were  anxioufly  looking  out  for  Cortes,  and  very  ap- 
■prehenfive  that  he  had  met  with  fome  difafter, 

I  recoiled:  that  in  this  battle,  every  time  that  the  cannon  were 
fired,  the  Indians  fhouted,  whiftled,  and  founded  their  inftruments, 
throwing  up  ftraw  and  dull  in  the  air,  and  crying,  "  Ala,  lala;*' 
this  they  did  to  prevent  our  perceiving  the  mifchief  done  by  our  artilleiy 
in  their  crowded  bodies.  While  we  were  engaged  as  I  have  now  de- 
fcribed,  we  were  rejoiced  at  the  fight  of  Cortes  approaching  to  our  fup- 
port.  As  the  cavalry  came  round  by  the  rear  of  the  Indians,  who  were 
entirely  occupied  in  their  attacks  upon  us,  the  latter  did-not  perceive 
them  until  they  made  their  charge.  The  ground  being  very  level,  moll 
of  the  horfes  adlive,  and  the  men  expert,  they  now  rode  through  the 
bodies  of  the  enemy  as  they  chofe,  and  we,  encouraged  by  this  ilipport, 
reiterated  our  efforts  on  our  fide.  The  Indians  llruck  with  furprife 
thought  that  the  horfe  and  his  rider  were  one;  they  were  terrified  at  the 
fight,  and  in  an  inllant  fled  to  the  adjacent  woods  and  marfhes,  leaving 
the  field  and  vi<5tory  to  us. 

Being 


(     47     ) 

Being  thus  mafters  of  the  field,  after  taking  breath  Cortes  related 
to  us  how  he  had  been  retarded  in  his  march  by  bad  ground,  and  the 
attacks  of  fome  bodies  of  the  enemy  who  had  wounded  five  of  his  men 
and  eight  horfes.  The  cavalry  then  difmounted,  and  under  a  grove  of 
trees  on  the  field  of  battle,  we  gave  thanks  to  God  and  our  Lady  his 
Blefled  mother  with  uplifted  hands,  for  the  vi(5iory  which  they  had 
given  to  us ;  in  confequence  whereof,  and  on  account  of  the  day  on 
ivhich  the  battle  was  fought,  a  town  was  afterwards  founded  on  that 
fpot  named  Santa  Maria  de  La  Vitoria.  We  next  proceeded  to  take  care 
of  our  w^ounds,  which  we  bound  up,  and  thofe  of  the  horfes  we  drefled 
with  the  fat  of  the  Indians  whom  we  found  dead  thereabout.  We  then 
walked  over  the  field  to  examine  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,  which  we  found 
to  amount  to' upwards  of  eight  hundred,  dead  or  dying  of  their  wounds 
by  cannon  fhots,  and  thofe  of  our  fmall  arms  or  fwords ;  alfo  where 
the  cavalry  had  charged  we  found  them  to  lie  very  thick.  For  the  firft 
hour  of  this  battle  we  could  not  force  the  enemy  to  yield  us  an  inch  of 
ground,  nor  did  they  until  they  faw  the  cavalry  coming  on  them. , 

We  made  five  Indians  prifoners,  two  of  whom  appeared  to  be 
chiefs  j  the  day  was  growing  late,  and  we  were  fatigued ;  we  therefore 
retreated  to  our  quarters,  firft  burying  two  of  our  foldiers,  who  were 
killed,  one  by  a  wound  in  the  ear,  and  the  other  by  one  in  the  throat; 
and  then,  after  drefling  our  wounds  with  the  fat  of  Indians,  and  having 
placed  good  guards  round  our  poll:,  we  eat  our  fuppers,  and  went  to 
our  repofe. 

In  his  account  of  this  adlion  Gomara  fays,  that  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry  under  Cortes,  Francifco  de  Morla 
appeared  in  the  field  upon  a  grey  dappled  horfe,  and  that  it  was  one  ot 
the  holy  apoftles,  St.  Peter  or  St.  Jago,  dilguifed  under  his  perfon.  I 
fay,  that  all  our  works  and  victories  are  guided  by  the  hand  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  in  this  battle,  there  were  fo  many  enemies  to 
every  one  of  us,  that  they  could  have  buried  us  under  the  dufi:  they 
could  have  held  in  their  hands,  but  that  the  great  mercy  of  God  aided 
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US  throughout.  What  Gomara  aflerts  might  be  the  cafe,  and  I,  finner 
as  I  am,  was  not  worthy  to  be  permitted  to  fee  it.  What  I  did  fee  was, 
Francifco  de  Morla  riding  in  company  with  Cortes  and  the  reft  upon  a 
chefnut  horfe,  and  that  circumftance,  and  all  the  others  of  that  day  ap- 
pear to  me  at  this  moment  that  I  am  writing,  as  if  actually  pafTing  in 
the  view  of  thefe  finful  eyes.  But  although  I,  unworthy  finner  that 'I 
am,  was  unfit  to  behold  either  of  thofe  holy  apoftles,  upwards  of  four 
hundred  of  us  were  prefent,  let  their  tcftimony  be  taken.  Let  enquiry 
alfo  be  made  how  it  happened,  that  when  the  town  was  founded  on  that 
fpot,  it  was  not  named  after  one  or  other  of  thofe  holy  apoftles,  and 
called  St.  Jago  de  la  Vitoria,  or  St.  Pedro  de  la  Vitoria,  as  it  was  Santa 
Maria,  and  a  church  ^redted  and  dedicated  to  one  of  thofe  holy  faints. 
Very  bad  chriftians  were  we  indeed,  according  to  the  account  of  Gomara, 
who  when  God  fent  us  his  apoftles  to  fight  at  our  head,  did  not  every 
day  after  acknowledge  and  return  thanks  for  fo  great  a  mercy !  Would 
to  heaven  that  it  were  fo,  but  until  I  read  the  chronicle  of  Gomara  I 
never  heard  of  it,  nor  was  it  ever  mentioned  amongft  the  conquerors 
who  were  then  prefent. 

J  have  related  how  we  made  two  chiefs  prifoners  in  the  late  battle; 
having  been  kindly  treated  by  Cortes,  and  exhorted  to  induce  their 
countrymen  to  come  into  amicable  terms,  they  were  difmiffed  for  that 
purpofe,  after  having  been  prefented  with  a  number  of  beads,  and  arti- 
ficial diamonds.  Thefe  Indians  faithfully  executed  their  million ;  and 
to  fuch  an  ef!ed:,  that  the  chiefs  of  the  province  immediately  fent 
fifteen  of  their  flaves  with  their  faces  befmeared  with  black,  and  in 
wretched  habits,  in  fign  of  contrition  for  what  had  pafted,  and  bearing 
fowls^  roafted  fifh,  and  maize,  as  a  prefent.  Cortes  received  them 
with  Jkindnefs,  but  the  interpreter  fpeaking  fomewliat  angrily  to  them 
faid,  that  it  was  with 'chiefs,  and  not  with  flaves  that  we  were  to  treat. 

On  the  enfuing  day  thirty  Indians  of  rank  came  in  good  drefles 
with  another  prefent,  and  to  requeft  permifTion  to  inter  their  dead  that 
they  fliould  not  be  eaten  by  lions  and  tygers.      This  being  granted 
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them,  tfi€y  proceeded  to  burn  and  inter  the  bodies.  They  alfo  Informed 
us  that  on  the  next  day  we  fhould  receive  an  embafTy  to  treat  concluflvely 
of  peace.  Accordingly,  at  the  time  mentioned,  ten  chiefs  richly  dreffed 
arrived  with  much  ceremony,  and  fainted  Cortes  and  the  reft  of  us ;  they 
brought  with  them  velTels  of  incenfe  which  they  offered  to  us,  demand* 
ing  pardon  for  the  paft,  and  declaring  their  good  intentions  in  future. 
Cortes  alTuming  a  grave  countenance  told  them  they  deferved  death  for 
their  iiegled:  of  our  former  ofters  of  peace;  but  that  our  great  Monarch 
Don  Carlos  had  enjoined  us  to  favour  them  fo  far  as  they  fhould  deferve 
it,  and  in  cafe  of  their  adopting  a  bad  line  of  condud:,  they  fliould  again 
feel  the  effed:  of  our  vengeance.  He  then  caufed  a  cannon  to  be  fired, 
the  noife  of  which  terrified  them,  whofe  imaginations  were  under  the 
impreffion  of  its  being  a  living  creature;  and  the  noife  of  the  ball  in  the 
neighbouring  woods  confirmed  them  in  their  way  of  thinking.  One 
of  the  moil  fpirited  of  the  horfes  was  then  brought  into  the  apartment, 
and  it  being  fo  contrived  that  he  (liould  (how  himfelf  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage, his  apparent  fiercenefs,  and  his  adion,  ftruck  the  natives  with 
awe.  Shortly  after  this  twenty  Indians  of  burthen  arrived  bearing  pro- 
vifions  for  our  ufe.  Cortes  converfed  a  long  time  with  the  chiefs,  who 
at  length  took  their  leave,  highly  contented  with  the  refult  of  their  vifit. 

On  the  enfuing  day  we  were  vifited  by  many  chiefs  of  the  neigh- 
bouring diftrids,  who  brought  with  them  prefents  of  gold  wrought 
into  various  forms,  fome  refembling  the  human  face,  others  of  animals, 
birds,  and  beafls,  fuch  as  lizards,  dogs,  and  ducks.  Alfo  three  dia- 
dems, and  two  pieces  in  form  like  the  fole  of  a  fandal,  with  fome  other 
articles  of  little  value,  nor  do  I  recolledt  the  amount  of  the  whole.  They 
alfo  brought  fome  mantles  of  very  large  fize,  but  that  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  which  we  held  in  the  highefl  efUmation  was  twenty  women, 
among  Whom  was  the  excellent  Donna  Marina,  for  fo  fhe  was  called 
after  her  baptifm.  Cortes  thanked  the  chiefs  for  their  vifit,  but  caufed 
it  to  be  intimated  to  them,  that  the  certain  indication  of  peace  was,  the 
return  of  the  inhabitants  to  their  town,  which  by  their  authority  he 
expedted  to  fee  done  within  two  days,  and  this  was  accordingly  com- 
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plied  with  in  the  time  prefcribed.  They  alfo  on  being  called  on  to  re- 
nounce their  idolatrous  worfhip,  declared  a  ready  aflent  upon  that  point. 
Cortes  explained  to  them  the  myfteries  of  our  true  faith,  and  thofe  parts 
of  it  which  are  reprefented  in  the  crucifix,  and  the  image  of  our  Holy 
Virgin.  To  this  the  caciques  replied  that  they  admired  the  "  Tecle- 
"  ciguata,"  which  in  their  language  fignifies  a  great  princefs. 

When  thefe  people  were  queftioned  as  to  their  hoftilities  againft 
us  they  excufed  themfelves  by  faying,  that  they  had  been  inftigated 
thereto  by  the  cacique  of  Champoton,  and  alfo  by  our  Indian  inter- 
preter who  deferted  from  us.  This  man  Cortes  was  very  anxious  to 
Jay  hands  on,  but  to  his  enquiries  concerning  him  the  anfwer  was,  that 
he  had  fled:  it  came  to  our  knowledge  however  afterwards,  that  he  had 
been  facrificed.  Being  queftioned  as  to  the  place  where  they  obtained 
their  gold  they  replied,  that  it  was  on  the  weft,  and  they  frequently 
repeated,  **  Culchua,"  and  **  Mexico,"  words,  the  fignification  of 
wliich  was  at  this  time  unknown  to  us.  We  had  here  an  interpreter 
named  Francifco,  who  had  alfo  been  with  Grijalva ;  he  did  not  under- 
fland  the  language  of  Tabafco  in  the  leaft,  but  knew  perfedlly  what 
they  meant  by  the  word  Culchua,  which  country,  he  endeavoured  to 
explain  to  Cortes,  lay  far  within  the  land. 

On  the  enfuing  day,  an  altar  being  built  and  the  crucifix  eredled, 
the  town  of  Tabafco  changed  its  name  for  that  of  Santa  Maria  de  la 
Vitoria.  The  twenty  Indian  women  who  had  been  brought  to  us, 
were  upon  this  occafion  baptized,  the  Rev.  Father  Bartholome  de  Ol- 
medo  preaching  to  them  many  good  things  touching  our  holy  faith. 
Donna  Marina,  the  principal  of  them,  was  a  woman  of  high  rank, 
which  indeed  fhe  fhewed  in  her  appearance;  and  thefe  were  the  firft 
chriftian  women  in  New  Spain  ;  Cortes  gave  one  to  each  of  his  captains, 
and  we  remained  here  five  days  longer,  taking  care  of  our  fick  and 
wounded.  This  time  Cortes  employed  in  conciliating  the  natives,  re- 
commending to  them  to  preferve  their  allegiance  to  his  Majefty  our 
Emperor,  whereby  they  fhould  enfure  our  protedion  to  them :  this  they 
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promifed  faithfully  to  perform,  and  thefe  were  the  firft  of  the  natives  of 
this  country  who  became  vaffals  to  the  Spanifh  monarchy. 

On  the  next  day,  (Palm  Sunday)  with  the  afliftance  of  the  natives 
a  crofs  was  made  in  a  large  ceiba  tree  on  the  fpot  where  the  battle  was 
fought,  in  order  to  afford  a  long  memorial  thereof,  for  this  tree  has  the 
quality  of  reproducing  its  bark.  The  natives  attended  at  the  adoration 
of  the  holy  image  and  crofs,  which  we  went  in  procefTion  to  pay  our 
devotions  to,  on  this  feftival.  They  then  at  our  requifition  affifled  us 
to  make  our  preparations  to  re-embark,  our  pilots  wifhing  to  get  far  off 
that  coaft,  which  the  wind  at  this  time  blew  ftrongly  upon ;  and  all 
things  being  prepared,  and  Cortes  having  taken  leave  of  the  natives,  in 
the  evening  of  this  day  the  troops  went  on  board,  and  on  the  enfuing 
morning  failed  for  St.  Juan  de  Ulua. 

As  we  proceeded  along  the  coafl,  thofe  of  us  who  had  been  there 
before  with  Grijalva  pointed  out  to  Cortes  the  different  places  we  faw  on 
the  land,  faying,  here  Sir  is  La  Rambla,  and  there  Tonala  or  St.  An- 
ton: more  forward  we  (hewed  him  the  great  river  of  Guacacualco,  the 
lofty  mountains  covered  with  fnow,  thofe  of  St.  Martin,  and  Roca  Par- 
tida.  We  then  (hewed  him  the  rivers  of  Alvarado,  and  Vanderas,  Ifla 
Blanca,  and  Ifla  Verde,  and  clofe  to  the  land  Ifla  de  Los  Sacrificios, 
and  early  in  the  evening  of  holy  Thurfday  we  thus  arrived  at  the  port 
of  St.  Juan  de  Ulua.  I  recoUecfl  that  while  we  were  pointing  out  thefe 
places  to  Cortes,  a  cavalier  named  Puertocarrero  came  up  to  him  and 
laid,  **  It  feems  to  me  Sir  as  if  thefe  gentlemen  who  have  been  here  be- 
*•  fore  are  making  their  exhibition,  as  it  were,  here  you  fee  Montefinos 
**  of  France,  and  here  you  fee  the  great  city  of  Paris,  and  here  the 
**  waters  of  the  Duero  where  they  run  to  the  fea.  But  I  fay  fee  the  rich 
**  lands,  and  look  to  your  meafures!"  Cortes  very  well  underftood  the 
purport  to  which  this  was  fpoken,  and  replied,  **  God  give  us  fortune 
''  in  arms  like  the  Paladin  Roldan,  and  for  the  reft,  having  you  gentle- 
'*  men  for  foldiers,  I  (hall  know  very  well  how  to  ad  to  good  effed.'* 
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The  young  native  who  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Donna  Ma- 
rina, and  who  rendered  fuch  efTential  ferviccs  in  the  feqiiel,  was  the 
daughter  of  the  chief  or  Prince  of  Painala,  a  powerful  lord  who  had 
Icveral  diftridls  fubjed:  to  him,  eight  leagues  from  Guacacualco.  He 
dying  while  this  lady  was  an  infant,  his  widow  married  another  chief, 
a  young  man,  by  whom  flie  had  a  fon  whom  they  determined  to  place 
in  fucceflion  after  them.  They  therefore  gave  this  girl  to  certain  In- 
dians of  Xicalango  to  carry  off  fecretly,  and  caufed  it  to  be  rumoured 
that  fhe  was  dtad ;  which  report  they  corroborated  Jby  taking  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  death  of  a  child  about  her  age,  the  daughter  of  a  flavCr 
The  people  of  Xicalango  gave  her  to  thofe  of  Tabafco,  and  the  latter  to 
Cortes,  by  whom  fhe  was  prefented  to*  a  cavalier  named  Alonzo  Her- 
nandez Pucrtocarrero :  when  he  went  to  Old  Caftille,  Cortes  took  her 
to  himfelf,  and  had  by  her  a  fon  who  was  named  Don  Martin  Cortes, 
and  who  was  a  commander  of  the  order  of  St.  Jago.  She  afterwards  on 
our  expedition  to  Higueras  married  a  cavalier  named  Juan  Xaramillo. 

Donna  Marina  had  by  her  birth  an  univerfal  influence  and  confc- 
qucnce  through  thefe  countries  j  (he  was  of  a  fine  figure,  frank  manners, 
prompt  genius,  and  intrepid  fpirit;  an  excellent  linguifl,  andofmofl 
cflential  fervice  to  Cortes  whom  fhe  always  accompanied.  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  her  mother,  and  her  half  brother,  who  was  at  the  time 
I  knew  him  grownup;  they  governed  their  territory  conjointly,  the 
fecond  hufband  being  alfo  dead.  They  were  afterwards  baptized,  the 
mother  by  the  name  of  Marta,  the  {on  by  the  name  of  Lazarus ;  this. 
I  know,  for  in  the  expedition  to  Higueras,  when  Cortes  pafled  through 
Guacacualco,  he  fummoned  all  the  neighbouring  chiefs  to  meet  him  in 
that  fettlement;  and  amongft  many  others  came  the  mother,  and  half 
brother  of  this  lady.  She  had  told  me  before  that  fhe  was  of  that  pro- 
vince, and  in  truth  fhe  much  refembled  her  mother  who  immediately 
recognifcd  her.  Both  the  old  lady  and  her  fon  were  terrified,  thinking 
that  they  were  fent  for  to  be  put  to  death,  and  cried  bitterly,  but  Donnft 
Marina  dried  their  tears,  faying,  that  fhe  forgave  them,  that  at  the 
time  they  fent  her  from  them  they  were  ignorant  of  what  they  did;  and 
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that  {he  thanked  God,  who  had  taken  her  from  the  worfhip  of  idols  to 
the  true  church,  and  was  happier  in  having  a  fon  by  her  lord  and  mailer 
Cortes,  and  in  being  married  to  a  cavaher  hke  her  hulband,  than  if  (he 
had  been  fovereign  of  all  the  provinces  of  New  Spain.  All  this  I  heard 
with  my  own  ears,  and  fwear  to  the  truth  thereof.  Amen.  At  parting 
file  gave  them  a  very  handfome  prefent  of  gold,  and  thus  difmiffed  them. 
This  ftory  brings  to  my  mind  that  of  Jofeph  in  Egypt,  when  his  bro- 
thers were  in  his  power.  Donna  Marina  underflood  the  language  of 
Guacacualco  and  Mexico  which  is  one  and  the  fame,  and  as  (he  alfo 
could  converfe  with  Aguilar  in  that  of  Tabafco  and  Yucatan,  we  thus 
acquired  a  medium  of  communication  with  the  Mexican  language^ 
which  was  an  obje<^  of  great  importance  to  us. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Arrival  of  the  Armament  commanded  by  H,  Cortes ^  at  St,  Juan  de 
Ulua,     TranfaElions  and  Occurrences  there. 


O 


N  Holy  Thurfday  of  the  year  1519,  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  St. 
Juan  dc  Ulua,  and  Cortes  hoifled  the  royal  flandard.  In  about  half  an 
hour,  two  large  canoes  called  piraguas  full  of  Mexicans  fet  off  from  the 
fhore  to  vifit  the  fhip  which  bore  the  flag.  When  thefe  people  came 
on  board,  they  enquired  for  the  lord,  or  as  they  exprefs  it  Tlatoan, 
who  was  pointed  out  to  them  by  Donna  Marina.  They  then  advanced 
to  Cortes  with  great  refped:,  and  informed  him  that  a  fervant  of  their 
fovereign  Montezuma  had  fent  them  to  wait  upon  him,  to  know  who 
we  were,  what  our  bufinefs  was,  and  if  we  were  in  want  of  any  thing, 
in  which  cafe  they  had  orders  to  fupply  us.  Cortes  thanked  them,  and 
having  made  them  a  prefent  of  fome  cut  glafs,  ordered  an  entertainment 
to  be  ferved  up,  after  which  he  declared  that  the  objed:  of  his  vilit  was, 
to  fee  and  treat  with  the  people  of  thofe  countries ;  that  no  one  fhould 
fuftain  any  injury  by  him,  and  that  he  hoped  they  would  have  caufe  to 
be  fatisfied  with  his  arrival  there. 

On  Good  Friday  we  difembarked  the  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artil- 
lery, on  the  fand  hills  of  which  that  coaft  is  compofed  ;  and  having 
ported  our  artillery,  and  raifed  an]  altar,  we  conftruded  temporary  bar- 
racks. On  the  enfuing  day  we  were  vifited  by  many  of  the  natives, 
who  brought  hatchets  wherewith  they  proceeded  to  work  in  making 
the  huts,  that  of  Cortes  efpecially,  more  convenient;  they  alfo  brought 
mantles  to  guard  us  from  the  fun,  and  a  prefent  of  gold,  fowls,  bread, 
and  plumbs.  Thofe  who  brought  them  informed  Cortes,  that  on  the 
next  day  the  governor  of  the  province  intended  to  wait  upon  him. 

At 
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At  the  appointed  time,  on  the  day  of  the  feafl  of  the  refurredion, 
a  nobleman  named  Tendile  who  was  the  governor  fpoken  of,  accom- 
panied by  Pitalpitoque  afterwards  called  Ovandillo,  and  attended  by  a 
great  train  of  followers  bearing  various  articles  of  provifion,  with  much. 
refpe<5t  and  ceremony,  advanced,  and  made  three  reverences  to  Cortds 
and  the  foldiers  who  were  about  him.     Cortes  went  to  meet  and  bid  the 
two  chiefs  welcome :   he  then  cauled  mafs  to  be  faid,  after  which  the 
tables  were  placed,  and  he  together  with  certain  of  his  captains  and  the 
two  Mexican  lords,  fat  down  to  dinner.     Their  repafl  ended,  and  hav- 
ing withdrawn  together  he  informed  them,  that  he  was  the  vafTal  of  the 
greatefl  prince  in  the  world,  who  had  fent  us  thither,  to  wait  upon  the 
king  of  thofe  countries,  whofe  fame  had  leached  him,  in  order  to  con- 
tradl  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity,  and  to  tell  many  things  to  him  of  the 
greateft  import  to  be  known.     To  this  Tendile  fomewhat  haughtily 
replied,  faying,  **  How  is  this  ?  You  are  but  jufl  arrived,  and  you  talk 
**  of  feeing  our  monarch:  receive  this  prefent  which  he  fends  you,  and 
**  it  is  time  enough  to  think  of  other  things  afterwards."     He  then 
took  out  of  a  cheft  many  pieces  of  gold  well  wrought,  which  he  prc^ 
fented  to  Cortes,  together  with  ten  loads  of  fine  mantles  of  white  cotton 
adorned  with  plumage ;  and  many  other  things,  which,  it  being  fo 
long  ago,  I  do,  not  recollecft.     After  thefe  followed  an  abundant  fupply 
of  provifions,  fuch  as  fowls,  fruit,  and  roafted  fifh.     Cortes  in  return 
prefented  them  with  artificial  diamonds,  and  requefled  that  they  would 
encourage  the  natives  to  come  and  barter  with  us,  which  they  promifed 
to  do.     We  afterwards  learned  that  thefe  noble  Mexicans  were  the  go- 
vernors of  the  provinces  named  Cotaftlan,  Tuftepeque,  Guazpaltepeque, 
Tlatalteclo,  and  other  difl:rid:s  which  had  been  lately  reduced  to  fub- 
jetStion  under  their  monarch.     Cortes  then  produced  as  a  prefent  for  the. 
great  Montezuma,  an  arm-chair  elegantly  carved  and  painted,  fome  arti- 
ficial jewels  called  margajitas  cnvelloped  in  pevfumcd  cotton,  a  firing  of 
artificial  diamonds,  and  a  crimfon  cap  with  a  gold  medal  whereon  was 
reprefented  St.  George  killing  the  dragon.     Thefe  he  defircd  Tendile  to 
prefent  to  his  mafter  in  the  name  of  our  fpvereign,  and  to  fignify  to  him 
at  the  fame  time,  his  requeft  to  know  w^hen  he  might  he  permitted  to 
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Wait  Upon  him.  To  this  the  Mexican  nobleman  replied,  that  his 
monarch  would  be  happy  to  hold  an  intercourfe  with  our  emperor,  and 
that  the  application  (hould  be  immediately  made,  apd  an  anfwcr  tranf- 
mitted. 

With  this  embafly  fome  of  the  ableft  painters  of  Mexico  had  been 
fcHt,  who  drew  reprefentations  to  the  life,  of  the  countenance  of  Cortes, 
the  other  captains  and  foldiers.  Donna  Marina,  Aguilar,  and  even  the 
greyhounds,  guns,  and  balls.  Cortes  perceiving  this,  in  order  to  im- 
prefs  the  people  and  their  monarch  with  a  formidable  idea  of  our  power, 
caufed  the  guns  to  be  loaded  with  a  high  charge  of  powder,  and  mount- 
ing his  horfe,  ordered  the  cavalry  down  to  the  wet  fands,  which  were 
likrd,  to  exercife  under  the  command  of  P.  de  Alvarado.  He  took  care 
to  call  the  attention,  as  it  were  by  accident,  of  the  ambalTadors  at  the 
moment  that  the  guns  were  fired,  and  as  the  air  was  calm,  the  explo- 
fion,  and  noife  of  the  balls  through  the  trees,  ftruck  the  natives  with 
aftonifhment,  and  thcfe  circumftances  were  immediately  reprefented  in 
the  painted  cloths. 

Tendile  who  was  the  mofl  acute  of  the  two  in  appearance,  re- 
marked at  this  time  a  partly  gilt  helmet  with  one  of  our  foldiers,  and 
obferved  that  it  refembled  one  which  had  belonged  to  their  anceftors, 
and  which  was  placed  on  the  head  of  their  god  Huitzilopochtli ;  he  there- 
fore exprefled  a  wifli  to  carry  it  to  Montezuma.  Cortes  immediately 
prefented  it  to  him,  faying  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  order  to  afcertain 
what  refemblance  exifted  between  the  gold  of  the  two  countries,  it 
would  not  be  amifs  to  return  it  filled  with  grains  of  that  metal,  as  a  fit 
prefent  for  our  Emperor.  Tendile  now  took  his  leave,  afTuring  Cortes 
that  he  would  fpeedily  return  w  ith  the  anfwer  to  his  requcft.  The  in- 
telligence of  what  had  jpaffed,  together  with  our  prefents,  was  rapidly 
conveyed  to  Montezuma  by  this  officer,  who  was  as  eminent  for  his 
fwiftnefs  of  foot,  as  for  his  rank.  That  Monarch  was  moft  particularly 
flruck  with  the  fight  of  the  helmet ;  and  it  imprefied  ftrongly  on  his 
mind  the  idea,  that  we  were  the  men  deftined  by  heaven  to  rule  thofc 
countries. 

The 
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The  other  lord,  Pitalpltoque,  eflabhflied  his  refidence  in  a  temporaiy 
building,  at  a  little  diflance  from  our  camp,  his  people  fupplying  the 
table  of  Cortes  with  provifions,  and  the  foldiers  fubfifling  by  barter. 
Thus  fix  or  feven  days  paffed,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  we  one 
morning  perceived  Tendile  approaching,  followed  by  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred men  bearing  prefcnts.  With  him  came  alfo  a  great  Mexican  lord, 
who  in  countenance,  feature,  and  perfon,  ilrongly  refembled  Cortes; 
and  the  reafon  of  his  being  joined  in  the  embally  was,  that  when  the 
paintings  were  exhibited  at  the  court,  every  one  was  immediately  ftruck 
with  the  refemblance  which  the  portrait  of  Cortes  bore  to  this  lord, 
who  was  named  Quintalbor.  The  likenefs  was  fo  ftrong,  that  w^hilfl 
he  remained  among  us  in  camp,  we  in  fpeaking  of  them  ufed  to  fay, 
this,  and  the  other  Cortes. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  ambalTadors  in  the  prefencc  of  Cortes,  they 
touched  the  ground  with  their  hands  and  kififed  them,  and  with  their 
veffels  of  incenfe  fumigated  him  and  the  reft.      After  fome  conver- 
fation,  mats  and  mantles  being  fpread  out,  the  prefents  were  difplaycd 
upon  them.     The  firft  was  a  plate  of  gold  of  the  fize  of  the  wheel  of  a 
carriage,  reprefenting  the  fun,  admirably  wrought,  and  faid  to  be  worth 
upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  crowns ;  a  larger  one,  equally  wrought,  of 
lilver,  reprefenting  the  moon  ;  the  helmet  already  mentioned  filled  with 
gold  in  its  native  ftate  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  crowns,  but  the 
information  we  hereby  obtained  of  the  value  of  the  mines  we  eflimated 
at  more  than  thirty  thoufand;  thirty  pieces  of  wrought  gold  reprefent- 
ing ducks,  very  well  executed,  others  in  the  forms  of  deer,  dogs,  lions, 
tygers,  and  apes  ;  twelve  arrows ;  a  bow  with  the  cord;  two  rods  like 
thofe  borne  by  officers  of  juftice,  five  palms  long;  ten  collars,  and  many 
-other  ornaments,  all  of  fine  gold,  and  cafl,  or  moulded  work.     After 
thefe  were  produced  plumes  of  feathers  reprefented  in  gold,  others  of 
filver,  together  with  fans  of  the.  fame  materials,  beautiful  penaches  of 
green  feathers,  thirty  loads  of  the  fineft  cotton  cloth,  with  many  other 
things  which  I  cannot  now  recolle(5t:.  * 
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All  thefe  being  laid  before  Cortes,  the  ambaffadors  made  a  fpeech, 
wherein  they  told  him  that  with  the  fame  good  will  that  their  monarch 
fent  the  prefent,  it  was  hoped  he  would  receive  it,  and  divide  it  as  he 
thought  befl  among  the  Teules  with  him.  They  alfo  communicated  to 
him  a  meffage  from  the  great  Montezuma  to  this  effedl;  "  That  he  re- 
**  joiced  in  the  arrival  of  fuch  brave  men  in  his  country  as  the  accounts 
**  he  had  received  proved  us  to  be;  that  he  much  wiflied  to  fee  our 
**  great  emperor,  and  to  communicate  by  a  reciprocation  of  prefents 
**  with  him ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  render  us  any  fervices ;  but  that 
**  as  to  vifits  to  his  court,  they  were  attended  with  many  difficulties, 
**  and  he  did  not  wifli  for  them."  Cortes  received  this  meflage  with 
apparent  good  humour,  and  prefented  each  of  the  ambafladors  with 
holland  fhirts  and  other  articles  of  fmall  value,  but  replied  by  obferving, 
that  after  having  croiTed  fuch  a  vaft  fpace  of  fea,  he  could  not  return 
without  executing  the  miffion  which  he  had  been  fent  upon,  which 
was,  to  fee  and  fpeak  to  the  Emperor  Montezuma  in  perfon,  fuch  be- 
ing the  orders  of  our  great  monarch,  which  he  was  compelled  and  de- 
termined to  obey.  The  ambaffadors  replied  that  they  would  convey  his 
meffage,  but  gave  no  hopes  of  a  favorable  anfwer.  Out  of  our  poor 
means  Cortes  contrived  to  fend  by  them  a  fecond  prefent ;  it  coniifted 
of  a  glafs  cup  of  Venetian  manufadture,  curioufly  gilt  and  wrought 
w^ith  figures,  three  holland  fhirts,  and  fome  other  articles.  With  thefe 
the  two  ambaffadors  returned  to  Mexico,  leaving  Pitalpitoque  to  take 
the  charge  of  provifioning  our  camp. 

Cortes  feeing  that  thefe  uninhabited  fand  banks  infefled  by  mof- 
quitos  were  difadvantageous  for  a  fettlement,  ordered  Francifco  de  Mon- 
tejo,  with  two  fmall  fhips,  to  proceed  along  the  coafl  for  the  fpace  of 
ten  days  fail,  in  fearch  of  a  port  in  a  better  fituation.  Montejo  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  great  river  of  Panuco,  which  he  could  not  pafs  on 
account  of  the  violence  of  the  currents.  He  accordingly  returned  with- 
out being  able  to  report  any  information,  except  that  twelve  leagues 
from  this  place,  he  had  feen  a  town  or  fortrefs  named  Quiabuifllan,  and 
near  it  a  harbour  which  appeared  to  the  pilot  to  be  fccure  to  the  north. 

It 
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It  was  afterwards'called  Puerto  del  Nombre  Feo  from  Its  refemblance  to 
one  of  that  name  in  Old  Spain.  In  this  expedition  Montejo  employed 
ten  or  twelve  days,  during  which  time  the  Mexican  lord  who  was  in- 
trufled  with  the  care  of  our  provifions,  relaxed  fo  much,  that  we  began 
to  experience  great  diilrefs ;  our  bread  grew  rotten,  and  unlefs  we  were 
fuccefsful  in  fifhing  we  might  ftarve,  for  the  few  Indians  who  occa- 
iionally  brought  fowls  valued  them  much  higher  than  they  had  done 
at  firfl. 

After  waiting  for  fome  time  very  impatiently,  the  Mexican  am- 
baflador  Tendile  returned,  with  a  prefent  often  loads  of  the  finefl:  mantles 
of  cotton  and  feathers.  Montezuma  alfo  fent  four  jewels  called  calchi- 
huis,  refembling  emeralds,  moft  highly  valued  by  the  Mexicans,  and 
various  articles  of  gold,  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  crowns.  The 
two  noblemen,  Tendile  and  Pitalpitoque,  for  the  third  who  refembled 
Cortes  had  fallen  ill  on  the  road,  informed  our  general  that  the  great 
Montezuma  had  received  his  prefent  with  much  fatisfadtion,  but  that  as 
to  the  interview,  he  could  not  permit  any  more  to  be  faid  on  the  fubjedt. 
That  thele  rich  jewels  each  of  which  exceeded  in  value  a  load  of  gold 
were  intended  for  our  emperor,  and  that  herewith  all  farther  intercourie 
with  Mexico  was  precluded.  Cortes,  though  greatly  mortified,  thanked 
them  politely,  and  turning  to  fome  of  us  who  were  prefent  faid,  *•  Truly 
**  this  is  a  great  monarch,  and  rich:  with  the  permiflion  of  God  we 
**  muft  fee  him."  To  which  all  the  foldiers  replied,  that  they  were 
ready  to  march.  At  this  moment  the  bell  tolled  for  the  Ave  Maria,  and 
all  of  us  fell  on  our  knees,  before  the  holy  crofs. 

The  Mexican  noblemen  being  very  inquifitive  to  know  the 
meaning  of  this,  Cortes  hinted  to  the  Rev.  Father  Bartholome  the 
the  propriety  of  a  fermon,  fuch  as  fliould  convey  to  them  the  truths  of 
our  holy  faith.  Fra.  Bartholome  accordingly  preached,  like  an  ex- 
cellent theologian  which  he  was,  explaining  the  myfteries  of  the  crofs» 
at  the  fight  of  which  the  evil  beings  they  worfliipped  as  gods  fled  away. 
Thefe  fubjedts  and  much  more  he  dilated  upon,  and  it  was  perfe<5lly  ex- 
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plainctl  to,  and  imderftood  by  the  Mexicans,  who  promifed  that  they 
would  relate  all  they  had  feen  and  heard  to  their  fovereign.  He  alfo  de- 
clared to  them,  that  amongft  the  principal  objed:s  of  our  miHion  thither, 
were,  thofe  of  putting  a  flop  to  human  facrifices,  injuftices,  and  idola- 
trous worfhip ;  and  then,  prefcnting  them  with  an  image  of  our  Holy 
Virgin  with  her  fon  in  her  arms,  he  defired  them  to  take  it  with  them, 
to  venerate  it,  and  to  plant  crofles  fimilar  to  that  before  them  in  their 
temples. 

«  A  number  of  articles  of  gold  were  now  brought  in  order  to  barter 
by  the  natives,  and  with  this  we  paid  for  the  provifions,  principally 
fifh,  which  we  could  procure;  this  was  our  only  prefent  refource 
againft  abfolute  want ;  we  were  moftly  provided  with  thofe  toys  which 
were  in  requefl  among  the  Indians,  and  with  them  we  procured  the 
gold,  which  as  foon  as  obtained  was  paid  to  our  filhermen,  who  were 
chiefly  the  mariners  of  the  fleet.  Cortes  well  knew  of  this  private 
trade,  nor  did  it  afford  him  diflatisfadtion,  as  he  confidered  it  a  fur- 
therance of  his  views,  though  he  concealed  his  mind  upon  the 
fubjed:. 

The  partizans  of  Velafquez  however  began  now  to  grow  jealous 
at  this  practice,  and  demanded  Cortes  to  make  fuch  regulations  as 
fhould  bring  all  the  gold  which  had  been,  or  was  in  future  to  be  pur- 
chafed,  into  one  common  ftock,  under  the  care  of  a  treafurer.  To  this 
Cortes  confented,  and  named  for  the  purpofe  one  Gonzalo  Mexia.  He 
then  tujned  to  thofe  who  had  made  the  application  and  with  an  angry 
countenance  faid,  **  Look  you  gentlemen  !  Our  companions  fuffer  under 
**  want;  I  therefore  thought  it  prudent  to  connive  at  what  was  doing ; 
•*  all  they  obtained  amounts  to  a  mere  trifle,  with  the  blefl^mg  of  God 
**  wc  have  great  and  fplendid  profpecfts  before  us ;  it  is  now  proclaimed, 
*'  as  you  have  defired;  fee  if  the  foldiers  will  in  future  be  able  to  pro- 
**  cure  food."  It  is  upon  this  tranfa(5lion  that  Gomara  relates,  that  it 
was  done  as  a  piece  of  art  by  Cortes,  to  induce  Montezuma  to  think 
that  gold  was  no  obje<fl  with  the  Spaniards ;  but  the  application  for  the 
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cafque  to  be  returned  filled  with  gold,  and  other  previous  circumftances 
mufl  have  fully  convinced  him  to  the  contrary. 

One  morning  at  this  time,  v^^e  were  difagreeably  furprifcd  by  per- 
ceiving that  all  our  Mexican  neighbours  had  quitted  us  without  taking, 
leave.  This  we  afterwards  learned  ,was  done  by  the  order  of  Monte- 
zuma, who  was  determined  to  permit  no  more  conferences.  It  feems 
this  monarch  was  greatly  bigotted  to  the  worfhip  of  his  idols,  to  which 
he  every  day  facrificed  boys,  in  order  to  obtain  directions  how  to  a6t. 
Their  commands  were,  that  he  fhould  hold  no  farther  intercourfe  with 
us,  and  they  forbid  the  reception  of  the  crucifix  in  Mexico.  This  was 
the  caufe  of  the  flight  of  our  former  neighbours,  which  gave  us  an 
alarm  and  we  prepared  for  hoftilities. 

One  day  whilft  I  and  another  foldier  were  centinels  upon  the  fands 
at  fome  diftance  from  our  poft,  we  remarked  the  approach  of  five  na- 
tives, whom,  in  order  not  to  create  an  unnecelTary  alarm  in  the  camp, 
we  fufiered  to  come  up  clofe  to  us.  Thefe  men  faluted  us  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  by  figns  defired  to  be  brought  to  our  camp.  I  therefore 
left  my  comrade  at  the  out-poft,  and  attended  them  thither,  for  I  then 
had  the  full  ufe  of  my  limbs,  far  otherwife  than  at  prefent  that  I  am 
worn  down  and  old.  When  I  had  brought  them  to  Cortes  they  faluted 
him  with  great  reverence,  addrefTing  him  with  the  title  of  Lopelucio, 
or  lord,  which  is  the  fignification  of  the  word  in  the  Totonaquean  lan- 
guage. Thefe  Indians  were  very  different  in  their  appearance  from  the 
Mexicans,  and  they  wore  in  their  ears  large  rings  of  ftone  painted  blue, 
and  very  fine  leaves  of  gold  in  their  lips.  As  their  language  was  un- 
intelligible to  our  interpreters,  Donna  Marina  alked  in  the  Mexican  if 
any  of  them  could  fpeak  in  that  diale(ft ;  to  which  two  of  them  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  fay,  that  their  lord 
had  fent  them  to  congratulate  us  on  our  arrival ;:  that  he  would  be  proud 
to  ferve  fuch  brave  men  as  he  had  heard  we  were,  and  would  have 
waited  upon  us  before,  but  from  dread  of  the  people  of  Culchua,  who 
were  with  us.     In  the  courfe  of  converfation  Cortes  was  pleafed  to  find 
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that  Montezuma  had  enemies  in  the  country ;  he  difmilTcd  thefe  men 
with  prefents,  and  defired  them  to  alTure  their  chief,  that  he  would 
fhortly  pay  him  an  amicable  vifit,  Thefe  people  were  ever  after  named 
the  Lopclucios. 

The  fands  we  had  remained  on  during  this  time,  were  infefled  by 
the  fmall  mofquito,  which  is  much  the  moll  troublefome  of  all,  and 
under  whofe  attacks  it  is  impoflibe  to  deep;  our  bread  was  rotten,  and 
we  had  hardly  any  thing  elfe  to  eat.  The  fadiion  of  Velafquez,  and 
thofe  who  had  good  plantations  in  Cuba  therefore  began  to  be  very  tired 
of  our  prefent  fituation,  which  indeed  required  fome  change,  and  Cortes 
prepared  to  proceed  to  the  fortified  town  named  Quiabuiftlan.  Upon 
this  the  perfons  I  have  alluded  to  grew  more  querulous  than  before;  they 
complained  that  they  fhould  be  worn  down  by  the  attacks  of  the  natives 
of  this  vail  country,  having  already  lofl  above  thirty-five  of  our  num- 
ber, and  that  it  was  preferable  to  return  and  report  to  Velafquez  what 
we  had  done.  To  thefe  remonflrances  Cortes  replied,  that  hitherto  we 
had  no  caufe  to  complain  of  fortune;  that  death  "was  the  fate  of  war, 
and  it  was  our  faults  if  we  wanted  while  we  lived  in  a  plentiful  land ; 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  quit  this  country  without  feeing  more  of  it, 
and  he  trufled  in  God*s  afliilance.  This  in  fome  degree  calmed,  but  by 
no  means  extinguiflied  the  fpirit  of  the  party  which  had  formed  itfelf, 

Cortes  had  now  obtained  from  Puertocarrero,  Alvarado  and  his 
four  brothers,  De  Oli,  De  Avila,  Efcalante,  De  Lugo,  and  myfelf,  to- 
gether with  other  officers  and  cavaliers,  promifes  of  our  fupport  in  ap- 
pointing him  to  an  independent  command,  and  this  was  fufpedted  by 
Montejo  who  clofely  watched  all  our  motions.  One  night  very  late, 
jPuertocarrero,  Efcalante,  and  De  Lugo  who  was  a  diflant  relation  of 
mine  came  to  my  hut,  and  faid  to  me,  **  Senior  del  Caflillo  get  your  arms 
and  join  us  to  attend  Cortes  who  is  going  his  rounds."  I  accordingly 
did  fo,  and  as  foon  as  we  had  quitted  the  hut,  they  told  that  they 
wanted  fome  coavQrfation  with  me,  which  it  was  not  proper  for  my 
comrades,  who  were  of  the  fad  ion  of  Velafquez,  to  hear.     One  of 
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them  then  addrelTed  me  as  follows;  **  Senior  del  Caftillo  it  is  now  the 
**  third  time  that  you  have  vifited  this  country  to  your  coil  and  lofs  ; 
*•  Cortes  has  deceived  us  ;  he  faid  in  Cuba  that  he  had  powers  to 
**  eftablifh  a  colony,  whereas  they  went  no  farther  as  at  prefent  appears 
**  than  to  traffic,  and  now  we  are  to  return  to  Cuba  and  afTign  all  our 
**  wealth  over  to  Velafquez.  Here  are  many  of  us  determined  to  take 
**  pofTeflion  of  this  country  under  Cortes  in  his  Majefly*s  name,,  and 
**  until  his  royal  pleafure  is  known:  Cortes  fhall  be  elected  our  general, 
*'  and  we  exped:  you  will  give  him  your  vote.'*  To  all  this  I  moll 
heartily  and  immediately  allented,  and  we  went  through  the  different 
huts  thu^  canvaffing  for  Cortes.  The  affair  was  foon  known  to  the 
party  of  Velafquez  which  was  much  more  numerous  than  ours ;  they 
immediately  went  to  Cortes  ^  and  haughtily  defircd  him  to  delift  from 
thefe  underhand  proceedings ;.  they  told  him  that  it  was  his  duty  now 
to  return  to  Velafquez  who  had  fent  him,  and  that  we  were  not  by  any 
means  provided  for  the  eflablifhment  of  a  colony.  To  this  Cortes 
mildly  replied,  that  as  in  duty  bound  he  would  inflantly  return;  but 
we  who  were  of  the  other  party  now  exclaimed  againft  him  for  having 
deceived  us  in  aflerting  that  he  had  a  commilTion  to  colonize,  whereas 
it  appeared  that  it  went  no  farther  than  barter;  adding,  that  we  de- 
manded a  fulfilment  of  his  original  engagement  with  us,  as  neceflary 
for  the  fervice  of  God  and  his  Majefly.  That  once  we  were  fettled 
more  foldiers  would  join  us,  and  that  Velafquez  had  drawn  us  to  our 
ruin,  by  inducing  us  to  come  here  in  hopes  of  a  fettlement,  and  difap- 
pointing  us;  and  we  concluded  by  faying,  that  thofe  who  chofe  to  re- 
turn to  Cuba  were  welcome  to  do  fo. 

We  then  infifled  on  Cortes  accepting  the  command  of  us  who  were^ 
determined  to  try  our  fortunes  in  this  new  country,,  for  the  fervice  of 
God  and  his  Majefly :  he  for  fome  time  rcfufed,  but  at  length  acceded, 
for  as  the  proverb  fays,  *'  You  alk  me  that,  to  which  I  have  already  got 
my  ownconfent,'*  and  thus  he  was  appointed  our  captain  general,  and 
fupreme  magiflrate.  The  worfl  part  of  the  bufinefs  w^as,  the  power 
which  we  gave  him,  to  draw  for  himfelf,  one  fifth  of  all  the  gold  after 
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that  of  his  Majefly  was  dedin5led.     However  with  all  thefe  aihthoritie» 
and  privileges  he  was  formally  invefted,  before  a  royal  notary,  Diego  dc 
Godoy.     It  was  now  determined  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  founda- 
tion of  a  fettlement  and  town,  which  we  named  De  la  Vera  Cruz,  be- 
caufe  we  arrived  here  on   Holy  Thurfday,  and  difembarked  on  Good 
Friday,  and  we  called  it  Villa  Rica,  from  the  words  of  a  cavalier,  who 
faid,   '•  Behold  the  rich  lands."     We  alfo  appointed  civil  magiflrates, 
the  two  firfl   alcaldes  being  A.    H.   Puertocarrcro,  the  cavalier  I  have 
jufl  alluded  to,  and  Francifco  de  Montejoj  the  latter  was  no  friend  to 
Cortes,  and  it  was  for  that  reafon  he  was  from  policy  appointed  to  this 
fituation.     A  gallows  was  erected  in  the  fquare  of  the  town,  and  ano- 
ther at  fome  diftance  out  of  it.     Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  expeditions,  Chriftoval  de  Oli  maeftre  de  campo,  Juan  de 
Efcalantfi  Alguazil  mayor,  Gonzalo  Mexia  treafurer,  Alonzo  de  Avik 
contador,  and  one  Corral  ftandard  bearer,  for  Villaroel  who  had  held 
that  fituation  was  difplaced,  on  account  of  fome  umbrage  Cortes  had 
taken  againfl  him  about  an  Indian  woman  of  Cuba.     Ochoa  Vifcaino, 
and  Alonzo  Romero,  were  appointed  military  alguazils.     If  it  is  aflced 
now,   why  I  do  not  name  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  that  valiant  captain, 
who  was  noticed  by  our  great  monarch  the  emperor,  I  reply,  that  he 
was  at  this  time  a  ftripling,  and  had  not  acquired  the  fame  in  arms  he 
afterwards  obtained. 

The  fteps  which  we  had  taken  enraged  the  fad:ion  of  Velafquez 
beyond  all  meafure;  they  were  almoft  ready  to  break  out  into  ad:s  of 
violence,  and  uttered  the  moft  mutinous  expreffions,  Juan  de  Efca- 
lante  now,  having  previoufly  concerted  the  meafure  with  Corte^,  de- 
manded in  the  name  of  us  all,  a  fight  of  the  inftrudions  given  by  Ve- 
lajC^uez.  The  tenor  of  them  was  as  follows ;  *  *  As  foon  as  you  fhall 
**  have  procured  the  utmoil  quantity  of  gold  that  is  to  be  had,  return." 
We  requeued  this  inftrument,  in  order  that  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings fhould  be  laid  before  his  Majelly ;  a  necelTary  precaution  as  after- 
wards appeared,  from  the  fteps  which  were  taken  againft  us  by  the 
Biftiop  of  Burgos    and  Archbifliop  of  Roflano,  Don  Juan  Rodriguez 
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de  Fbnfeca,  for  fo  he  was  named,  who  wiflaed,  throughout,  to  deflroy 
us  all. 

The  adherents  of  Velafquez  now  declared,  that  they  would  not  re- 
main under  the  command  of  Cortes,  but  would  return  to  the  Ifland  of 
Cuba ;  to  which  Cortes  replied,  that  it  was  not  his  wi(h  to  detain  any 
one  contrary  to  his  inclination,  even  though  he  (hould  remain  alone. 
This  pacified  many,  but  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon  a  relation  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Cuba,  Diego  de  Ordas,  Efcobar  who  had  been  his  page,  jEf. 
cudero,  and  others  were  not  to  be  reconciled ;  fo  that  Cortes  was  obliged 
to  >arrefl  them,  andiceep  them  for  a  time  in  irons. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


The  Spanijh  Army  advances  into  the  Country* 

HE  wants  we  experienced  now  required  fome  relief,  and  Alvarado 
was  accordingly  fent  with  a  hundred  foldicrs  principally  of  the  party 
of  Velafquez,  to  fearch  the  country,  and  procure  maize,  and  other  pro- 
vifions ;  for  it  was  thought  mofl  politic,  that  the  whole  of  thofe  who 
were  friends  to  Cortes  fhould  remain  with  him.  It  muft  be  obferved 
that  this  neighbourhood  where  the  language  of  Culva  was  fpoken,  was 
dependent  upon  Mexico.  Alvarado  proceeding  on  his  expedition, 
marched  to  fome  fmall  villages,  dependencies  of  the  diflri<5b,  named 
Coftitlan,  which  the  inhabitants  had  quitted  a  fhort  time  before  his 
arrival.  In  their  temples  he  found  the  bodies  of  men  and  boys  lately 
lacrificed,  the  ftones  on  which  the  horrid  ceremony  was  performed,  and 
the  knives  yet  fmoking ;  the  limbs  were  fevered  from  the  bodies,  and 
taken  away,  as  our  people  were  informed,  to  be  eaten.  Thefe  (hocking 
fcenes  aftonifhed  our  foldiers,  but  we  every  where  as  we  proceeded 
through  the  country  found  fimilar  ones.  In  thefe  villages  they  obtained 
abundance  of  provifions,  of  which  they  ftripped  them,  without  doing 
further  damage,  by  the  ftrid:  orders  of  Cortes,  and  returned  with  two 
prifoners  to  our  quarters,  where  we  rejoiced  in  the  novelty  of  good  fare: 
for,  as  the  faying  is,  all  hardships  and  misfortunes  are  fupported  with 
a  hearty  meal. 

The  addrefs  and  activity  of  Cortes  made  him  daily  acquire  an 
intereft  amongfl  the  former  adherents  of  Velafquez,  fome  with  gold 
which  breaks  the  folid  rocks,  and  more  with  promifes  were  fucceilively 
drawn  over  to  him.  He  firfl  brought  his  prifoners  from  the  (hips 
where  they  had  been  in  confinement,  and  in  a  few  days  releafed  them 
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entirely,  attaching  them  fincerely  to  his  intcrefl,  and  all  by  the  foftening 
efFe<5ts  of  gold.  ]        ■     . 

r  :  We  now  proceeded  to  the  fortrefs  of  Quiabuiftlan,  and  on  our 
march  thither  along  the  coafl,  I  recolledl  that  we  pafTed  a  great  fifli?  ^  ^--Ma 
which  was  left  behind  by  the  tide.  We  then  arrived  at  a  river  where 
the  prefent  town  of  Vera  Cruz  is  built,  and  croffed  it  to  a  village  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  The  diftridl  was  fubjedt  to  the  great  town  of  Ccmpoal, 
to  which  the  five  Indians  belonged  who  vifited  us  with  golden  orna- 
ments in  their  under  lips.  In  fome  temples  we  found  the  inflruments 
and  remains  of  human  facrifices,  much  plumage  of  parrots,  and  books 
of  the  paper  of  the  country,  folded  in  the  manner  of  cloth  of  Caflille;  . 
but  the  natives  had  all  fled,  and  no  provifions  were  to  be  found. 

We  now  quitted  the  coafl,  and  flruck  into  the  country  towards  the 
weft,  where,  in  fome  large  plains  without  any  beaten  track,  we  faw 
herds  of  deer  feeding.  Alvarado  with  his  fwift  chefnut  mare  gave 
chace  to  one  of  them,  which  he  wounded  with  his  lance,  but  the  ani- 
mal efcaped  from  him  into  the  woods.  Juft  at  this  time  twelve  Indians 
came  to  us,  bearing  provifions;  they  had  been  fent  by  their  chief  with 
an  invitation  to  go  to  his  town,  which  was  diftant  one  day's  journey. 
Cortes  thanked  them,  and  we  proceeded  on,  to  a  town  where  we  halted 
for  the  night.  We  found  here  the  remains  of  human  facrifices,  both  of 
men  and  women,  with  the  repetition  of  the  further  details  of  which,  I 
will  not  tire  the  reader. 

Early  in .  the  morning  we  proceeded  under  the  condudl  of  our 
friendly  Indians,  and  fent  forward  to  the  chief  of  Cernppal  to  inform 
him  of  our  approach.  When  we  came  within  a  league  of  the  place,  we 
were  met  by  twenty  principal  perfons,  who  prcfenting  Cortes  and  the, 
cavalry  with  very  odoriferous  flowers  tied  in  bunches,  told  him,  that 
they  came  with  an  excufe  on  the  part  of  their  chief,  who  was  fo 
fat  and  unwieldy  that  he  was  not  able  to  come  out,  but  had  fent  them 
to  invite  us  to  his  town.     Cortes  thanked  them,  and  we  proceeded.. 

K2  When 


(     68     ) 

When  we  entered,  we  were  furprifed  with  the  beauty  of  the  buildings 
and  fituation,  and  the  various  plantations  of  trees.  All  the  flreets  as  we 
palled  were  filled  with  men  and  women,  attradced  by  curiofity.  Our 
advanced  guard  having  gone  to  the  great  fquare,  the  buildings  of  which 
had  been  lately  whitewafhed  and  plaiftered,  in  which  art  thefe  people 
are  very  expert,  one  of  our  horfemen  was  fo  ftruck  wnth  the  fplendor  of 
f^ry^rJAX-  '  ^^^^^  appearance  in  the  fun,  that„he  came  back  in  full  fpeed  to  Cortes, 
to  tell  him  that  the  walls  of  the  houfes  w^re  of  filver.  When  we  came 
to  know  the  reality  we  all  laughed  heartily  at  him,  and  ufed  in  future  to 
fay  that  every  thing  that  was  white,  was  filver  in  his  eyes.  Thcfc 
buildings  were  appointed  for  our  lodgings,  and  large  apartments  afTigned 
to  lis,  which  contained  the  whole ;  and  here  the  fat  cacique,  for  fo  I 
am  in  future  to  call  him,  came  to  pay  his  refped:s  to  Cortes.  They  had 
provided  an  entertainment  for  us,  with  bafkets  of  plums,  and  bread  of 
maize.  We  were  well  pleafed  with  our  fituation,  and  named  the  town 
Villa  Viciofaj  though  fome  called  it  Seville.  Cortes  ordered  that  the 
foldiers  fhould  give  no  umbrage  to  the  inhabitants,  and  that  we  fhould 
for  that  reafon  remain  in  our  quarters. 

As  foon  as  the  fat  cacique  underflood  that  we  had  dined,  he  figni- 
fied  to  Cortes  his  intention  of  waiting  on  him,  which  he  fhortly  after 
did,    attended  by  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants,    drefled  in  rich 
mantles,  and  ornamented  with  gold.     Cortes  went  out  to  meet  them 
with  great  ceremony,  and  having  embraced  the  fat  cacique,  the  latter 
ordered  a  prefent  to  be  brought,  compofed  of  gold  and  mantles,  but  of 
little  value,  which  he  offered  to  Cortes,  faying,   **  Great  lord,  receive 
**  this  prefent  kindly,  for  if  I  had  more  it  fhould  be  yours."     Cortes 
aftfwered  that  he  would  repay  it  with  good  works,  and  defired  to  know 
what  fervices  he  could  render  him,  having  been  fent  by  the  emperor 
whofe  vafTal  he  was,  to  redrefs  wrongs,  punifh  the  wicked,  and  pre- 
vent the  facrifice  of  human  fouls.     He  then  faid  many  things  to  him 
concerning  our  holy  faith.     As  foon  as  the  fat  cacique  had  heard  them 
out,  giving  a  deep  figh,  he  complained  bitterly  of  Montezuma  and  his 
•  officers,  faying,  that   having  lately  been  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the 
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yoke  of  that  monarch,  he  had  feized  all  his  gold,  and  now  held  him 
completely  enthralled. 

Cortes  promifed  that  he  would  foon  take  fuch  mcafures  as  (hould 
free  him  from  the  tyranny  he  complained  of.  The  cacique  then  made 
a  very  difcreet  anfwcr,  and  they  parted  for  the  prefent.  On  the  enfuing 
day  we  quitted  this  place  attended  by  above  four  hundred  Indians  to 
carry  our  baggage.  Thefe  perfons  are  called  Tamenes :  they  carry  a 
burthen  of  about  fifty  pounds  for  the  fpace  of  five  leagues,  where  they 
are  relieved;  and  we  underftood  that  in  peaceable  and  orderly  times,  ia 
thefe  countries,  each  cacique  was  obliged,  on  demand,  to  provide  them 
through  his  diflridt.  At  night  we  arrived  at  a  village  hard  by  the 
town  of  Quiaviftian,  where  we  found  a  good  f upper  provided  for  us 
by  the  care  of  the  fat  cacique. 

At  ten  o*clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  enfuing  day,  we  entered  the 
fortified  town  of  Quiaviftlan,   fituated  upon  a  rock  of  very  difficult 
afcent,  with  our  artillery  in  the  front.     Though  I  may  be  charged  with 
breaking  in  upon  my  narrative  to  relate  old  ftories,  I  mufl  mention, 
that  as  we  were  marching  up  to  this  place,  Captain  A.  de  Avila,  an  ill- 
tempered  man,  being  angry  with  a  foldier  named  Villanueva  for  break-i|   .'jJnJ'-'''tJ^x 
ihg  his  rank,  gave  him  a  thruft  of  his  lance  in  the  arm  which  lamed^ 
him  ever  after;  he  was  therefore  in  future  called  Villanueva  el  Man- 
quillo.     We  advanced  to  the  middle  of  the  city  without  any  refiftance^; 
6r  even  meeting  an  individual ;  but  on  approaching  the  temples,  whicht 
were  upon  the  principal  fquare,  we  faw  fifteen  perfons  dreffcd  in  rich^ 
mantles,  who  approaching  Cortes  prefented  him   with  incenfe,.  and^ 
apologizing  for  the  abfence  of  the  people,  through  fear,  invited  us  to 
reppfe  ourfelves,  and  promifed  that  before  night  the  inhabitants  (hould 
return.     Cortes  informed  them  of  that  which  related  to. our  miffion,  in 
the  fervice  of  our  great  emperor,  and  holy  faith,  and  prefenting  them 
with  fome  trinkets,  defired  that  they  would  fend,  us  a  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions,  which  they  inftantly  did. 
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Cortes  was  now  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  fat  cacique,  who 
fhortly  appeared,  borne  in  a  Utter  by  his  principal  nobiUty;  and  on  his 
arrival,  he  immediately  joined  with  the  chiefs  of  this  place,  in  bitter 
complaints  of  the  tyranny  of  Montezuma;  one  of  the  heavieft  articles 
of  which  was,  his  demand  of  their  children  for  the  purpofes  of  facrifice, 
or  ilavcr)^;  and  they  aflerted  that  this  was  the  practice,  with  many 
other  adts  of  outrage  committed  by  his  officers,  through  the  whole  of 
the  country  where  the  language  of  Totonaque  was  fpoken;  a  tra<5t 
which  contained  above  thirty  towns.  Cortes  confoled  them,  promifing 
redrefs,  and  whilft  they  were  thus  converfing  a  perfon  came  to  inform 
the  chiefs,  that  there  were  juft  then  arrived  five  Mexican  officers,  or 
colled:ors  of  tribute.  This  intelligence  drove  the  colour  from  the  cheeks 
of  all  thq  natives,  and  they  went  trembling,  to  receive  them,  leaving 
Cortes  quite  alone. 

For  thefe  officers  lodgings  were  prepared  with  the  greateft  difpatch, 
and  chocolate  got  ready  for  their  refrelhment.  As  they  went  to  their 
apartments  they  paffed  us  by  with  great  ftate,  not  deigning  to  caft  a 
look  upon  Cortes.  They  were  drefled  in  mantles  elegantly  wrought, 
and  drawers  of  the  fame  j  their  hair  fliining,  and  as  it  were  tied  at  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  each  of  them  had  in  his  hand  a  bunch  of  rofes, 
which  he  occalionally  fmelt  to.  They  were  attended  by  fervants  who 
fanned  them,  and  each  of  whom  carried  a  cord  and  a  hooked  flick. 
They  were  alfo  attended  by  a  numerous  company  of  the  principal  per- 
fons,  who  did  not  quit  them  until  they  had  taken  their  refrefliment, 
after  which  they  fent  for  the  fat  cacique,  and  thofe  of  this  place,  and 
gave  them  a  fevere  reprimand  for  receiving  and  entertaining  us,  contrary 
to  the  will  of  their  fovereign,  Montezuma;  and  having  ufed  many 
threats  of  punifhment,  they  concluded  with  a  demand  of  twenty  men 
and  women  to  facriiice  to  their  gods,  in  order  to  expiate  the  offence. 

This  being  made  known  to  our  general  he  acquainted  the  caciques, 
that  in  conformity  to  his  duty,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  feize  the  perfons 
of  thefe  oflicers,  until  their  lord,  Montezuma,  (hould  be  informed  of  the 
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tyrannies  they  committed  on  his  fubjeds.  This  propofal  terrified  and 
aftoniflied  the  chiefs,  and  they  at  firfl  refufed  to  lay  hands  .on  them, 
but  Cortes  was  determined,  and  caufed  them  to  be  feized  and  faftened 
by  the  neck  in  a  kind  of  pillory  made  of  large  fkves  and  collars.  They 
were  fo  fixed  as  not  to  be  able  to  ftir,  and  one  of  them  alfo  being  refrac- 
tory was  beaten  foundly.  Cortes  then  proclaimed  that  neither  tribute 
nor  obedience  fhould  be  paid  to  Montezuma,  and  this  he  ordered  to  be 
made  univerfally  known  through  thefe  diflrid:s,  and  alfo,  that  wherever 
he  fhould  hear  of  any  officers  of  Montezuma  coming,  he  would  fend 
for  and  arrefl  them.  The  intelligence  of  thefe  meafures  foon  fpread 
through  the  country,  which  the  natives  faid  were  to  be  attempted  only 
by  fuperior  beings,  or  Teules,.  the  name  which  they  give  to  their  idols, 
and  by  which  they  henceforward  diflinguifhed  the  Spaniards. 

The  chiefs  were  now  violent  to  facrifice  the  officers,  whom  before 
their  arreft  they  hardly  dared  to  look  at ;  and  this  they  faid  was  in  order 
to  prevent  them  from  conveying  intelligence  to  Mexico;  but  when  it 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  Cortes,  he  prevented  it  by  taking  them  into 
his  own  cuflody,  and  putting  them  under  a  guard  of  foldiers.  At  mid- 
night he  caufed  two  of  them  to  be  untied,  and  brought  fecretly  into  his 
prefence ;  when  they  came  before  him,  he  afked  them,  as  if  ignorant 
of  what  had  happened,  what  country  they  belonged  to,  and  why  they 
were  kept  prifoners.  They  anfwered,  **  That  they  had  been  feized  by 
**  the  caciques  and  people  of  that  town,  who  were  favored  and  encou- 
**  raged  in  it  by  him  and  us."  To  this  Cortes  replied,  "  That  he 
**  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  was  very  forry  for  what  had  happened." 
He  then  caufed  food  to  be  brought  to  them,  and  treating  them  with 
great  kindnefs,  defired  that  they  would  go  and  inform  their  fovereign 
how  much  he  wifhed  to  be  his  friend  and  fervant.  He  alfo  promifed 
that  he  would  releafe  their  companions,  and  reprimand  the  caciques  for 
what  they  had  done.  He  then  defired  them  to  go  away  as  fail  as  they 
could,  but  they  informing  him  that  it  would  be  their  deftrudtion  to  at- 
tempt to  pafs  through:  the  country,  he  fent  them  by  a  boat  with  fix 
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failors,  who  had  orders  to  put  them  on  (here  beyond  the  territory  of 
Cempoal. 

In  the  morning,  when  the  caciques  found  that  two  of  their  pri- 
foners  were  flown,  they  were  very  determined  on  facrificing  the  rell, 
but  Cortes  aflurning  the  appearance  of  great  difpleafure  at  the  lofs,  or- 
dered a  chain  to  be  brought,  in  which  he  fent  the  remainder  of  the 
Mexicans  to  the  fhips,  and  this  he  did  to  get  them  out  of  the  power  of 
the  others,  for  as  foon  as  they  were  on  board  he  releafed  them,  with  a 
promife  that  'they  fliould  foon  be  permitted  to  return  to  Mexico.  The 
caciques  now  reverted  to  Cortes  for  advice  how  they  fliould  a(5l,  as 
Montezuma  muft  inevitably  know  the  manner  in  which  his  officers  had 
been  treated,  and  would  in  confequence  overw^ielm  them  with  his  great 
armies;  to  which  Cortes  w^ith  a  cheerful  countenance  replied,  that 
he  and  his  brothers  there  would  guard  them  againfl:  all  attacks. 
The  caciques  on  their  part  offered  to  fupport  us  with  all  their  powers, 
and  they  at  this  time  entered  under  allegiance  to  his  Majefty  before 
Diego  de  Godoy  the  royal  notary,  and  caufcd  proclamation  thereof  to  be 
made  through  the  province,  the  people  of  which  rejoiced  in  the  exemp- 
tion from  the  vexatious  demands  of  Montezuma's  officers. 

The  fl:rong  alliance  which  we  had  now  made,  induced  us  to  lofc 
no  time  in  eftablifliing  our  fettlement  in  io  advantageous  a  fituation. 
For  the  fcite  of  our  town  we  chofe  a  plain,  half  a  league  from  the  fortrefs 
where  we  now  were;  and  tracing  out  the  foundations  of  the  church, 
fquare,  arfenal,  and  fort,  we  raifed  all  the  buildings  to  the  firfl:  ftory, 
and  alfo  the  walls  and  parapets  of  the  fort,  with  loop  holes  and  barra- 
cans. Cortes  was  the  firfl:  to  carry  earth,  or  flones,  or  dig  in  the  foun- 
dations ;  and  his  example  was  followed  by  all  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
fome  digging,  and  others  making  the  walls  of  clay,  bringing  water, 
and  at  the  kilns  making  bricks  and  tiles ;  others  feeking  provifions  or 
timber,  and  the  fmiths  preparing  the  iron  work.  In  this  manner  we 
continued,  until,  livith  tht  afllflance  of  the  natives,  we  had  nearly  com- 
pleted the  ,chuxch,  houfes,  and  fortreflcs. 

At 
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At  this  time,  it  appears,  the  great  Montezuma  received  intelh'- 
gence  of  the  manner  in  which  lys  officers  had  been  treated,  and  of  the 
rebelhon  of  the  provinces.  He  was  much  enraged  with  Cortes,  and 
had  ordered  two  armies  to  march,  one  to  punifli  his  refractory  fubjects, 
the  other  againft  us,  but  when  they  were  ready  to  {ct  out,  the  arrival  of 
the  two  officers  whom  Cortes  had  releafed,  and  the  account  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  been  treated  while  in  our  power,  affiiaged  his 
anger,  and  induced  him  to  fend  us  a  peaceable  meliage.  For  this  pur- 
pose he  feled:ed  two  of  his  nephews,  whom  he  fent  to  us  under  the 
care  of  four  old  noblemen  of  the  firfl:  rank  about  his  court,  \yith  a  pre- 
fent  of  gold,  and  mantles,  worth  two  thoufand^  crowns,  and  alfo  to  re- 
turn his  thanks  to  Cortes,  for  the  civility  (hewn  to  his  officers ;  but 
adding  a  complaint  of  his  having  inftigated  thefe  people  to  throw  off 
their  allegiance,  for  which  he  would  at  a  future  opportunity  punifli 
them,  though  he  refrained  from  doing  fo  at  the  prefent,  on  account  of 
our  being  amongil  them ;  becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  we  were  thofe 
of  whom  the  ancient  prophecies  had  fpoken,  and  that  we  were  of  the 
fame  anceflors  with  himfelf.  Cortes  informed  the  ambaffadors,  that 
he  and  all  of  us  were  the  mofl:  humble  fervants  of  the  great  Montezuma, 
for  whom  we  had  taken  care  of  thofe  officers,  three  of  whom  were  now 
on  board  of  our  fliips,  and  thefe  he  ordered  to  be  immediately  brought 
and  delivered  to  their  friends. 

Cortes  then  complained  of  Montezuma,  and  the  uncivil  flight  of 
his  officer  the  governor,  faying,  that  was  the  reafon  of  his  now  coming 
to  this  country,  where  he  had  received  much  kindnefs;  hoping  what 
had  pafTed  would  be  pardoned,  and  that  as  to  tribute,  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  to  ferve  two  mafters,  and  the  people  of  thefe  provinces  were  now 
the  valTals  of  our  lord  the  emperor;  but  that  he  exped:ed  foon  to  wait 
on  the  great  Montezuma,  and  then  every  thing  fliould  be  done  to  his 
fatisfadtion  by  us.  He  prefented  the  young  princes  with  glafs  diamonds 
and  beads,  and  treated  them  with  much  honor,  ordering  the  cavalry 
out  to  exercife  in  their  prefence,  a  fight  which  afforded  them  great  fa* 
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tisfadion  j  after  which  they  returned  to  Mexico,  very  well  contented 
with  their  vifit. 

Cortes  at  this  time  loft  his  horfe,  whofe  place  he  fupplied  by  that 
called  El  Harriero ;  he  was  a  dark  chefnut  and  one  of  the  beft  that  were 
brought  to  New  Spain.  The  embafly  fent  by  Montezuma  had  the 
greateft  effe(5t  on  the  people  of  thofe  countries,  for  faid  they  how  formi- 
dable muft  thofe  Teules  be,  whom  evea  the  great  Montezuma  fears ! ! 

The  fat  cacique  now  waited  on  Cortes,  to  complain  of  the  out- 
rages, committed  by  a  garrifon  of  Mexican  troops  which  occupied  a 
town  called  Cingapacinga,  nine  leagues  diftant  from  the  place  where 
we  were.  After  fome  confideration,  Cortes  laughing  faid  to  thofe  about 
him,  • '  Gentlemen  you  fee  that  thefe  people  efteem  us  to  be  a  fuperior 
**  race  of  beings,  let  us  encourage  the  prejudice,  and  imprefs  them 
**  with  the  idea  that  one  of  us  is  enough  to  drive  an  army  before  him. 
*'  For  this  purpofe  I  will  fend  old  Heredia  the  Bifcayan  mulketeer, 
**  whofe  fierce  and  fcarred  face,  great  beard,  one  eye,  and  lame  leg, 
**  will  terrify  them."  This  man  had  been  a  foldier  in  Italy.  Cortes 
told  him  when  he  had  got  as  far  as  the  river  to  fire  a  mulket  as  a  fignal, 
for  he  did  this  only  to  try  how  far  the  credulity  of  the  Indians  in  our 
favor  would  carry  them.  Heredia  being  prefent,  he  called  to  the  ca- 
ciques faying,  **  Go  with  this  Tcule,  whom  I  fend  to  kill  or  make  pri- 
•*  foners  all  your  enemies."  The  caciques  fet  out  with  their  party  ac- 
cordingly, being  headed  by  the  old  foldier,  who  went  firing  his  mufket 
before  them  out  of  the  town.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  river  he 
gave  the  fignal,  and  Cortes  fent  to  ftop  them,  having  fufficiently  tried 
their  faith,  and  when  they  returned  he  informed  them  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  proceed  againft  their  enemies  with  his  whole  force. 

When  the  foldi^rs  were  warned  for  this  duty,  thofe  of  the  party  of 
Velafquez  refufed  to  obey  orders,  faying,  that  they  would  go  on  no  ex- 
pedition, but  infifted  on  returning  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba.  The  number 
of  mutineers  who  openly  declared  themfclves  w^as  feven;  when  thefe 
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were  brought  before  Cortes  and  afked  by  him  how  they  could  behave  fo 
ill,  they  infolently  replied,  that  they  wondered  at  his  idea  of  colonizing 
amongft  fuch  numbers  of  the  natives ;  that  for  their  parts  they  were 
tired  of  being  dragged  about,  and  would  go  to  their  plantations  in  Cuba, 
Cortes  replied  that  he  would  not  oppofe  their  going,  though  he  difap- 
proved  of  their  condudt ;  accordingly  they  embarked,  and  brought  their 
provifions  of  bread,  oil,  and  vegetables,  on  board,  and  one  of  them 
named  Moron  fold  a  good  horfe  to  one  Juan  Ruano,  who  was  to  pay 
for  it  by  an  aflignment  of  certain  articles  of  his  property  in  Cuba. 

Juft  as  the  vefTel  was  ready  to  fail,  the  foldiers,  headed  by  the  al- 
caldes, and  other  civil  officers  of  the  fettlement,  waited  on  Cortes  with  a 
requeft  that  he  would  permit  no  perfons  whatever  to  quit  their  colours, 
a  crime  for  which  thofe  who  committed  it  deferved  to  fuffer  death. 
Cortes  for  fome  time  appeared  to  be  unwilling  to  withdraw  the  per- 
miilion,  but  at  length  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  and  the  {even 
malcontents  were  obliged  to  come  back  to  us  and  fuflain  the  ridicule 
their  condud;  brought  on  them;  Moron  alfo  loft  his  horfe,  which  the 
other  kept,  referring  him  for  the  payment,  to  his  affignment  on  his  pro- 
perty in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba. 

Our  internal  troubles  being  appeafed  for  the  prefent,  Cortes  fet  out 
upon  his  expedition  with  four  hundred  foldiers,  being  joined  at  Cem- 
poal  by  a  thoufand  of  our  allies  divided  into  four  companies.  The  firft 
days  march  was  five  leagues,  and  on  the  enfuing  day  we  reached  the 
outfkirts  of  the  town  of  Cingapacinga,  which  was  built  among  fteep 
and  difficult  rocks.  When  the  inhabitants  heard  of  our  approach,  a 
deputation  of  eight  of  their  chieftains  was  fent  to  Cortes,  and  being 
brought  into  his  prefence,  thefe  perfons  with  tears  in  their  eyes  afked 
him  why  he  came  to  deftroy  them,  who  had  given  no  occafion  for  fuch 
an  aggreffion,  adding  that  this  furprifed  them  the  more  from  the 
celebrity  of  our  juftice,  which  had  reached  them;  and  as  to  our  allies 
of  Cempoal,  their  njklevolence  againft  them  was  founded  upon  an  old 
difpute  about  boundaries,  and  now  they  took  advantage  of  our  fupport 
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to  rob  and  murder  them.  They  admitted  that  a  Mexican  garrifon  had 
teen  in  their  town,  but  it  had  retired  on  the  arrefl  of  the  oflicers  of 
Montezuma.  They  therefore  prayed  that  we  would  grant  them  our 
favor. 

As  foon  as  this  was  explained  to  Cortes,  he  gave  orders  to  his 
troops  not  to  fuffer  any  of  the  allies  to  advance.  This  order  was 
fpeedily  communicated,  but  they  were  already  plundering  the  people  in 
the  fuburbs,  at  which  Cortes  was  greatly  enraged,  and  ordering  the 
captains  into  his  prefencc,  he  commanded  them  to  return  what  had  been 
taken,  adding,  that  they  deferved  the  punifliment  of  death  for  their 
mifreprefentations,  when  their  real  and  evident  intention  was,  to  rob 
and  facrifice  their  neighbours :  an  injuftice  which  we  were  bound  to 
prevent  or  redrefs.  The  chiefs  of  Cempoal,  duly  imprelTed  by  thefe 
menaces,  inftantly  furrendered  their  prifoners  and  plunder.  Cortes 
then,  with  an  enraged  countenance  commanded  them  to  quit  the  place 
for  the  night,  which  they  accordingly  did.  This  conduct  won  the 
Itearts  of  the  people  of  the  diftri^t,  and  both  chiefs  and  priefts  liftened 
attentively  to,  and  were  convinced  by,  the  truths  which  Cortes  told 
them  relative  to  our  holy  faith,  and  his  exhortation  to  quit  their  abo- 
minable w^orfhip  and  cufloms,  infomuch  that,  calling  in  the  people  of 
the  neighbouring  diftridts,  the  whole  engaged  under  allegiance  to  his 
Majefty ;  after  having  done  which,  they  made  heavy  complaints  of  the 
tyranny  of  Montezuma. 

On  the  enfuing  morning,  Cortes  called  for  the  chiefs  of  Cempoal, 
and  efteded  a  permanent  reconciliation  between  them  and  his  people. 
We  then  departed  by  a  different  route,  and  being  much  fatigued,  we 
halted  in  a  town  which  w^as  in  the  diftrid:  of  the  place  we  had  left.  It 
happened  here  that  a  certain  Ibldier  named  De  Mora,  took  two  fowls 
from  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  inhabitants,  and  Cortes  on  hearing  of  it 
was  fo  incenfed  at  fuch  an  outrage  being  committed  in  a  peaceable 
country,  that  he  immediately  hung  him  up,  but  Captain  dc  Alvarado 
drawing  his  fw'ord,  cut  the  jope  juft  in  time  to  faye  the  poor  man's 

life; 
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life;  this  foldier  was  afterwards  killed  in  an  adtion  at  a  rock  in  Guati- 
mala.  I  mention  the  circumftance  as  a  proof  of  the  ftri(5lnefs  with 
which  Cortes  enforced  difcipline. 

Proceeding  from  the  place  where  this  happened,  we  arrived  at 
fome  huts  where  we  found  the  fat  cacique  waiting  for  us  with  rcfrefh- 
ments  and  provifions.  Our  condud:  on  this  expedition  made  the  na- 
tives hold  us  in  higher  eftimation  than  before;  for  although  untaught, 
they  could  fee  that  juftice  is  holy  and  good,  and  that  the  behaviour  of 
Cortes  was  conformable  to  what  he  profeffed,  when  he  declared  that  he 
came  to  redrefs  and  prevent  tyranny.  Here  we  refted  for  the  night,  and 
on  the  cnfuing  day  all  the  caciques  attended  us  to  our  lodgings  in 
their  town. 

They  were  doubly  interefted  now  to  retain  us  amongft  them,  for 
they  were  in  great  dread  of  the  vengeance  of  Montezuma ;  they  there- 
fore in  order  to  fix  us  propofed  an  intermarriage,  and  for  that  purpofe 
offered  to  us  eight  ladies,  all  of  the  firft  families,  who  were  intro- 
duced richly  drefTed,  and  ornamented  with  gold  collars  and  ear  rings, 
and  attended  by  a  number  of  female  flaves.     The  fat  cacique  then  faid 
to  Cortes,  **  Tede  or  lord,  thefe  fevcn  young  women  are  for  the  cap- 
"  tains  of  your  army,  and  this  my  niece  who  is  proprietor  of  towns 
**'  and  vaflal?,  I  beg  leave  to  prefent  to  you."     Cortes  received  the  offer 
3S  it  merited,  but  took  the  opportunity  to  obfcrvc,  that  irr  order  to 
flrengthen  the  friendfhip  with  us,  it  was  neceffary  that  they  fhould  firft 
renomice  their  idolatrous  worfhip,    the  abominable  cuflom  of  male 
youths  appearing  in  women's  drefs,  and  their  human  facrifices ;  for 
every  day  our  fight  was  offended  by  the  repetition  of  four  or  five  of  thefc 
horrid  murders,  the  unfortunate  vidtims  being  cut  up  and  their  limbs 
fold  in  the  public  markets,  as  beef  is  in  the  towns  of  Old  Caftille.     He 
alfo  added,  that  before  we  could  accept  their  propofal  relative  to  thefe 
ladies,  it  was  neceflary  that  they  fhould  undergo  the  ceremony  of  baptifm. 

The  chiefs  and  prieils  replied,  that  they  could  not  think  of  re- 
nouncing 
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nouncing  the  worfliip  of  their  gods  in  any  refped: :  but  as  to  the  other 
evil  pra(ftice  a  ftop  fhould  be  put  to  it.     This  anfwer  however  did  not 
by  any  means  fatisfy  us,  and  Cortes  ftrongly  reprefented  the  neceflity  of 
fupprefTuig  by  force  their  idolatrous  worfhip,  and  his  determination, 
though  it  coll:  the  lives  of  all,  on  that  very  day  to  proflrate  their  falfe 
gods.     For  this  purpofe  we  therefore  immediately  got  under  arms,  and 
then  Cortes  declared  his  intention  to  the  chiefs.     As  foon  as  the  fat  ca- 
cique heard  it,  he  ordered  the  people  to  arm  and  afTemble  in  defence  of 
their  temple,  and  they  all  appeared  greatly  agitated ;  but  when  they 
faw  that  we  were  preparing  to  afcend  the  great  flight  of  fleps,  the  chief 
abovementioned  came  up  to  Cortes  and  expoflulated  with  him,  afking 
him  why  he  proceeded  upon  a  meafure  whereby  he  would  bring  de- 
fl:ru<5lion  upon  them  and  us  alfo.     Cortes  anfwered  that  he  was  deter- 
mined fince  they  paid  no  regard  to  what  he  faid,  to  hurl  their  pretended 
gods  down  the  fteps.     The  chiefs  replied,  that  they  were  unworthy  to 
approach  them,  but  if  we  were  refolved  on  doing  what  we  faid,  they 
could  not  help  themfelves.     Accordingly,  they  had   hardly  faid  this, 
when  fifty  of  us  going  up  for  the  purpofe,  threw  down  and  broke  to 
pieces  the  enormous  idols  which  wc  found  within  the  temple,  fome  in 
the  form  of  dragons,  others  of  half  human  fhape,  and  others  like  dogs. 
At  this  fight  the  chiefs  and  priefts  wept  and  prayed  for  pardon,  but  the; 
warriors  prepared  to  attack  us  with  their  arrows.     Perceiving  their  in- 
tention, we  immediately  feized  the  fat  cacique  and  fix  more  chiefs  and 
priefl:s,  Cortes  exclaiming,  that  if  any  outrage  was  attempted,  they 
fhould  every  man  die  that  moment.     The  fat  cacique  then  called  to  his 
warriors  to  defift,  and  matters  being  foon  brought  to  a  flate  of  quiet, 
Cortes  took  an  opportunity  of  haranguing  the  people  upon  the  fubje€t 
of  religion. 

He  next  ordered  that  the  fragments  of  the  idols  fhould  be  burned, 
and  immediately  eight  priefts  who  ufed  to  have  the  care  of  them  came, 
and  colled ing  jthem  together,  brought  them  into  the  temple,  where 
they  were  confumed. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  priefts  were  drefTed  in  long  black  mantles  like  (heeis  with 
hoods  refembling  thofe  of  our  canons  hanging  to  the  fhoulders,  their 
robes  reached  to  the  feet,  and  they  had  a  fmaller  hood  like  the  domi- 
nicans.  Their  long  hair  was  matted  together  with  clotted  blood;  with 
fome  it  reached  to  the  waift,  and  with  others  to  the  feet,  their  ears 
were  -torn  and  cut,  and  they  fmelt  horribly,  as  it  were  of  fulphur,  and 
putrid  flefh.  They  were  faid  to  be  all  of  noble  families,  and  they  were 
addid:ed  to  the  evil  pra<5tice  of  the  country.  On  certain  days  they  fafted : 
I  have  feen  them  make  food  of  the  feeds  or  kernels  of  the  cotton  plant, 
what  elfe  they  might  have  ufed  at  other  times  I  cannot  fay. 

Cortes  then  harangued  the  people,  faying  that  now  we  were  really 
brothers,  Montezuma  (hould  no  longer  opprefs  them,  and  he  would 
place  them  under  the  prote(n:ion  of  the  great  Lady  whom  we  adore,  the 
mother  of  Chrift,  with  many  other  good  and  holy  reafons  and  argu- 
ments, which  could  not  be  better  exprelled  by  any  one,  and  all  which 
the  people  liftened  to  with  great  attention.  He  then  caufed  a  number 
of  Indian  mafons  to  be  colle(5ted,  with  lime,  which  abounded  in  that 
place,  and  had  the  walls  cleared  of  blood,  and  new  plaiftered.  He  alfo 
conflrudted  an  altar  which  he  hung  round  with  rich  mantles,  and 
adorned  with  wreaths  of  rofes.  The  temple  being  thus  purified  and 
cleaned,  he  commanded  four  priefts  to  cut  off  their  hair,  and  change  their 
black  garments  for  white  ones,  and  entrufled  them  with  the  care  of  the 
altar,  and  he  placed  an  old  foldier  named  Juan  de  Torres  de  Cordova, 
who  was  lame,  as  a  hermit  to  reiide  in  the  temple.  He  alfo  planted  a 
erofs  againft  a  column  of  timber,  and  on  the  next  day  mafs  was  faid 
there  by  F.  Bart,  de  Olmedo.  We  likewife  taught  the  natives  to  make 
candles  of  wax,  and  they  were  enjoined  to  keep  them  always  burning 
before  the  holy  altar. 

The  principal  perfons  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  diflrids  at- 
tended at  divine  fervice,  and  the  eight  ladies  were  at  this  ticne  baptized 
and  inftru^ted  in  our  holy  faith.     The  niece  of  the  fat  cacique  was 
named  Donna  Catalina  j  fhe  was  as  ugly  as  poffible,  but  the  general  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  her  by  the  hand  afFedionately.  Piiertocarrero  was  more  fortu- 
nate; hii.lady  was  for  an  Indian  very  handfome;  flie  was  the  daughter 
of  a  great  cacique  named  Cuefco,  and  was  called  Donna  Francifca. 
The  alliance  confolidated  the  friendfliip  between  us  and  this  people,  »f 
whom  we  now  took  our  leave,  and  returned  to  Villa  Rica. 

On  our  arrival  We  found  a  veflel  from  Cuba  in  the  harbour,  com- 
manded by  one  Francifco  Saucedo,  called  el  Pulido  on  account  of  his 
afFed:ation  of  finery  and  manners.  Luis  Marin  a  very  able  officer,  and 
ten  foldiers  with  two  horfes  were  on  board.  We  learned  by  thefe 
people  that  Vclafquez  had  received  from  Old  Spain  his  authority  to 
barter  and  colonize.  This,  with  his  appointment  to  the  commiffion  of 
adclantado  of  Cuba,  put  his  friends  in  our  army  in  very  great  fpirits. 

The  works  of  our  town  were  nearly  finifhed,  and  many  of  us  now 
grew  anxious  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  great  Montezuma,  and  exprelTed  to 
Cortes  our  wifh  to  try  our  fortune.  Confultations  being  held  hereon, 
it  w^as  determined  in  the  firft  place  to  fend  a  deputation  to  his  Majefty, 
with  an  account  of  what  we  had  done,  and  alfo  with  the  gold  and  other 
articles  of  value  which  had  been  obtained.  This  determination  was 
agreed  to  by  Cortes,  and  was  immediately  carried  into  efte6l,  and  Diego 
de  Ordas,  and  Francifco  de  Montejo^  two  men  of  bufinefs,  going 
through  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  and  reprefenting  to 
them,  that,  although  to  fuch  ^  claimed  their  fhare  it  ffiiould  not  be 
denied,  yet  it  was  for  the  genejiii  intereft  that  the  whole  of  the  treafure 
fhould  be  fent  to  his  Majefl^y,  all  our  companions  gave  their  con- 
fent,  and  renounced  their  clajm  to  a  partition.  Alonzo  Hernandez 
Fuertocarrero,  and  Francifco  de  Montejo  were  named  as  our  agents, 
the  laft  mentioned  of  whom  Cortes  had  already  fecured  in  his  own  in- 
tereft by  a  gift  of  two  thoufand  crowns.  By  thefe  gentlemen  Cortes 
wrote  his  private  letters,  the  contents  of  which  we  never  knew.  The 
council  alfo  wrote  <:onjointly  with  thofe  of  the  foldiers  who  were  mofi: 
folicitous  for  the  «il:abli(hment  of  the  colony,  and  the  elecflion  of  Cortes 
as  captain  general.     In  this  letter  nothing  was  omitted  that  could  fcrvc 
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our  caufc  $  my  hind  was  to  it  with  the  reft :  and  beiidcs  tht{cf  a  letfef 
to  the  fallowing  purport  was  written  in  the  name  of  the  whole- arrriy. 

Beginning  with  the  expreffions  of  refpecSt  due  to  {o  great  a  monarch, 
it  proceeded  to  inform  him  of  the  events  which  had  occurred  during  our 
expedition,  to  the  period  of  our  eled:ion  of  Cortes,  until  his  Majefty's 
pleafure  on  the  fubje(51:  fliould  be  known ;  with  otfr  engagcirtcnt  tcr  yield 
him  a  fifth  of  all  treafure,  after  the  dedu^lion  for  his  Majcfty.  It  alfo 
contained  an  account  of  our  difcovery  of  the  two  Spaniards  in  this 
country,  and  our  war  in  Tabafco,  until  wc  brought  thofe  people  to* 
fabmifTion  to  his  Majefly,  and  to  embrace  our  holy  faith,  ofourbb- 
taining  two  excellent  linguifls,  of  our  arrival  at  St.  Juan  de  Ulua,  and 
o«r  intemews  with  the  ambalTadors  of  Montezuma;  our  fubfequent 
march  into  the  country,  and  our  alliance  with  the  people  here,  who 
had  in  conlequence  renounced  obedience  to  the  Mexican  monarch,  of 
the  expedition  to  Cingapacinga,  the  conftrudtion  of  our  fortrefs,  and' 
our  prcfent  determination  to  advance  into  the  country,  to  the  court  of 
the  great  Montezuma.  The  letter  alfo  gave  an  account  of  the  military 
and  religious  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants,  of  the  former  expeditions  of 
our  countrymen,  and  an  enumeration  of  the  various  articles  of  treafure 
which  we  lent  by  our  agents,  and  how  we  alfo  fent  by  the  fame  oppor- 
tunity^ four  natives,  whom  wc  refcued  out  of  the  cages  of  Cempoal> 
where  they  were  fattening  for  victims.  After  thefe  accounts  we  fur- 
ther ftated,  how  we  were  at  prefent  four  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers,  fur- 
rounded  by  hofts  of  enemies,  and  ready  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the " 
fervice  of  God,  and  his  Majefiy,  and  we  fupplicated,  that  his  Majefty 
would  be  pleafed  not  to  beftow  the  government  of  fo  great  and  rich  a 
country,  which  deferved  to  be  ruled  by  a  great  prince  or  lord,  on  any 
unworthy  perfon.  We  alfo  ftated  to  hi^  Majefty  out  apprehenfion*  • 
that  the  Governor  of  Cuba  might  be  attempted  to  be  put  in  upon  us, 
through  the  intereft  of  his  patron  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  whom  he  had  ^ 
attached  to  him  by  the  aflignment  of  valuable  eftates  in  that  Illaiid,  in 
which  he  failed  in  his  duty  to  his  Majefty,  who  \vas  by  right  entitled  • 
to  them.     That  thefe  things  we  were  bound  to  reprefent,  and  await  the  * 
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return  of  his  gracious  aiifwer  proftrate  on  the  ground  ;  and  that  if  the 
Bifhop  of  Burgos  fent  any  perfon  over  us,  we  fhould  fufpend  our  obe- 
dience, until  his  Majefly's  pleafure  was  known,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time,  we  remained  under  the  command  of  his  Majefty*s  faithful  fervant 
Cortes,  whofe  merits  we  exalted  to  the  (kies. 

This  being  all  drawn  up  in  due  form,  our  general  defired  to  be 
permitted  to  read  it,  and  on  the  perufal  he  exprefTed  his  higheft  fatis- 
fa<5tion  thereat.  The  only  two  articles  he  excepted  to  were,  the  nacn- 
tion  of  his  (hare  of  the  treafure,  and  of  the  names  of  the  preceding  dif- 
coverers ;  for  it  feems  that  he  had  in  his  private  letter  afcribed  all  the 
honor  and  merit  to  himfelf.  Thefe  parts  he  defired  to  fupprefs,  but 
there  were  not  wanting  thofe  who  told  him,  that  his  Majefty  was  to 
know,  not  only  the  truth,,  but  the  whole  truth.  This  bufinefs  com- 
pleted, the  letters  were  intrufled  to  our  agents,  with  ftri(ft  injun(5lions 
by  no  means  to  touch  at  the  Havannah,  nor  at  the  port  of  El  Marien, 
as  we  wifhed  to  keep  the  affair  from  the  knowledge  of  Velafquez. 

After  mafs  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  July  1519  our  agents  failed, 
and  arrived  fafely  at  the  Havannah,  in  direcft  oppofition  to  our  inftruc- 
tions,  for,  Puertocarrero  being  fick,  Montejo  compelled  the  pilot  Ala- 
minos  into  his  views,  on  the  pretence  of  getting  provifions  from  his 
eftate  at  El  Marien.  As  foon  as  the  fhip  caft  anchor,  Montejo  fent  a 
failor  on  fhore  with  letters  and  advices  to  the  Governor  Velafquez,  and 
this  nian  as  he  went  through  the  Ifland  proclaimed  the  news  of  all  that 
had  happened  in  the  army  under  Cortes. 

Velafquez  on  receiving  the  intelligence  communicated  by  Montejo, 
as  is  faid,  heartily  curfed  Cortes,,  his  fecretary,  and  the  contador,  by 
whofe  advice  he  had  chofen  him.  He  immediately  fent  two  velTels 
armed  in  fcarch  of  our  (hip,  of  which  the  unwelcome  intelligence  was 
foon  received,  that  (lie  was  by  that  time  confiderably  advanced  towards 
Europe;  and  with  this  news  his  vefTels  returned  to  St.  Jago,  making 
Velafquez  more  difcoufolate  than  ever.     He  lodged  a  complaint  before 
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the  Bifliop  of  Burgos,  and  the  court  of  royal  audience  in  St.  Domingo, 
but  the  reverend  fathers  fent  him  back  an  anfwer  highly  favorable  to 
us,  whofe  fervices  they  were  by  this  time  made  acquainted  with.  This 
anfwer,  which  was  brought  by  a  licentiate  named  Zuazo,  or  arrived  about 
the  fame  time  with  him,  vexed  the  governor  fo  much,  that  from  being 
very  fat,  he  grew  quite  lean.  He  now  made  the  utmofl  exertions  to 
colled:  a  powerful  armament  in  order  to  overwhelm  us,  on  which  bufi- 
nefs  he  went  in  perfon,  and  by  the  fury  and  determination  he  exhibited, 
he  induced  moft  of  the  fettlers  of  Cuba  to  take  part  in  the  expedition,  and 
prepared  a  fleet  of  eighteen  fail  great  and  fmall,  under  the  comniand  of 
Pamphilo  de  Narvaez. 

Our  agents  pafling  the  canal  of  Bahama,  under  the  guidance  of 
x^laminos,  the  firft  pilot  who  ever  navigated  through  it,  proceeded  to 
the  Iflands  of  Terceras,  and  from  thence  to  Seville;  and  in  a  few  days  ar- 
rived at  the  court,  which  was  then  at  Valladolid;  the  Biihop  of  Burgos 
being  prefident  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies.  Our  agents  went  to 
wait  on  him  in  great  fpirits,  expeding  a  gracious  reception,  but  having 
prefented  their  letters  and  requcfted  a  fpeedy  tranfmiflion  of  them  and 
their  prefent,  to  his  Majefty,  who  was  then  in  Flanders,  the  bifhop 
returned  a  very  repulfive  and  haughty  anfwer,  faying,  that  he  would 
make  his  own  reprefentations  of  our  condu<5l,  in  having  thrown  off  our 
obedience  to  the  governor  of  Cuba.  The  arrival  of  Benito  Martinez 
the  chaplain  of  Velafquez  at  this  time,  contributed  much  to  fet  our 
affairs  in  an  unfavorable  fituation,  and  the  bifhop  in  confequence  of  a 
remonftrance  which  was  made  to  him  by  A.  H.  Puertocarrero,  one  of 
thofe  employed  by  us,  and  a  cavalier  of  rank,  caufed  him  to  be  thrown 
into  prifon,  on  a  pretended  mifdemeanor,  in  carrying  away  with  hirn 
to  the  Indies  a  woman  of  Medellin,  named  Maria  Rodriqucz.  .  Afll 
this  it  was  neceflary,  according  to  the  did:ates  of  prudence,  to  keep 
(ilence  upon,  until  the  proper  time  and  place. 

The  bifhop  now  wrote  to  his  Majefty,  reprefenting  the  tranfac- 
tions  in  the  moft  fa\^orable  light  for  Velafquez,  and  the  moft  oppofitc 
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one  for  us,  antl  entirely  fupprelled  all  mention  of  our  letters^  or  prefcnts, 
of  which  he  appropriated  a  great  part  to  his  own  ufe.  Our  agents  then, 
in  concert  with  Martin  Cortes  father  to  the  general,  and  the  licentiate 
Nunez,  relator  of  his  Majefl}^'s  royal  council  and  a  near  relation  to 
Cortes,  with  the  countenance  of  fome  noblemen  their  friends,  and 
others  who  were  jealous  of  the  haughty  manners  of  the  billiop,  refolved 
to  fend  the  duplicates  of  our  letters  to  his  Majefly,  and  alfo  others, 
complaining  of  the  partiality  of  this  prelate.  It  was  the  will  of  God 
that  the  faid  accounts  (hould  reach  his  Majefty's  hands,  and  that  he 
ihould  be  well  pleafed  with  them,  infomuch  that,  for  many  days,  no- 
thing was  talked  of  but  the  fervices  of  Cortes,  and  us  his  foldiers. 
The  Emperor  was  ever  after  diflatisfied  with  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  for 
the  part  he  had  adled.  When  he  heard  the  turn  our  affairs  had  taken 
at  court  he  was  more  furious  againft  Cortes  and  the  reft  of  us  than  ever, 
but  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  by  the  time  two  years  more  had  elapfed, 
his  courage  fliould  be  cooled,  for  he  was  ccnfured,  while  we  continued 
to  be  held  in  eftimation  as  loyal  fubjcds  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  Em- 
peror was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  he  would  fliortly  come  to  Caftille,  and 
ther^  attend  to  our  memorials,  and  reward  our  fervices. 

In  four  days  after  the  departure  of  our  agents,  a  plot  was  formed 
by  certain  perfons  who  were  enemies  to  Cortes  on  various  accounts,  fuch 
as  the  return  to  Cuba  being  precluded  to  them,  and  their  being  deprived 
of  a  (hare  of  the  gold.  Amongft  thefe  confpirators  were  one  Efcudero, 
and  one  Cermeno,  Gonzalo  de  Umbria  a  pilot,  Bernaldino  de  Coria,  a 
clergyman  named  Juan  Diaz,  and  certain  failors  who  had  been  whipped 
in  Cozumel.  It  was  determined  amongft  them  to  feize  a  veftel  and  fail 
for  Cuba,  there  to  give  information  to  Velafquez  of  the  departure  of 
our  agents,  and  this  plan  was  fuggefted  by  fome  perfons  of  confequence. 
Their  fcheme  was  fruftrated  a  few  hours  before  they  were  to  have  failed, 
by  the  repentance  and  difcovery  of  De  Coria,  who  revealed  it  to  Cortes. 
They  were  in  confequence  feized,  and  being  examined  confefted  the 
whole,  and  accufed  feveral  others ;  but  of  thefe  no  farther  notice  was 
taken.     The  prifoners  were  all  condemned  except  the  prieft,  whofe 
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orders  protc<5led  kim,  but  he  goT  a  great  fright.  Efaidero  and  Cer- 
meno  were  hanged,  the  pilot  Umbria  had  his  teet  cut  off,  and  each  of 
the  mariners  received  two  hundred  laflies.  I  remember  when  Cortes 
was  ratifying  this  fentence,  he  gave  a  deep  figh  and  exclaimed,  **  How 
'*  happy  is  he  who  is  not  able  to  write,  and  is  thereby  prevented  frorri 
**  iigning  the  death  warrants  of  men."  It  fcems  to  me  that  this  ex- 
preflion  is  very  frequently  afFed:ed  amongft  judges,  and  that  it  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  cruel  Nero  at  the  time  he  counterfeited  the  appearance 
of  being  a  good  emperor.  As  foon  as  the  fentences  were  executed, 
Cortes  ported  off  at  full  fpeed  to  Cempoal,  commanding  two  hundred 
foldiers,  and  all  the  cavalry,  as  alfo  a  detachment  which  was  out  under 
Alvarado,  to  follow  him. 

In  the  confultations  which  we  held  at  Cempoal  upon  our  intended 
expedition  to  Mexico,  the  friends  of  Cortes  advifed  him  to  deftroy  the 
fleet,  in  order  to  prevent  attempts   fimilar  to  that  related  in  the  laft 
chapter,  and  alfo  to  obtain  fo  confiderable  a  reinforcement  as  the  whole 
body  of  mariners,  who  amounted  to  above  a  hundred.     It  appeared  to 
me  that  Cortes  had  already  determined  this  in  his  own  mind,  but  he 
preferred  that  it  (hould  come  as  an  application  from  us,  in  order  that  if 
damages  were  fued  for  on  account  of  the  lofs  incurred,  we  fhould  be  all 
refponfible  as  himfelf.     Cortes  therefore  ordered  his  friend  Juan  de  Ef- 
calante  who  bore  a  bitter  enmity  to  Velafquez  on  account  of  not  being 
given  a  good  diftrid  in  Cuba,  to  difmantle  the  fhips,  and  then  fink 
them,  retaining  only  the  boats  for  the  purpofe  of  fifhing.     Efcalante 
executed  this  fervice,  and  returned  to  Cempoal  with  a  company  formed 
of  the  mariners,  many  of  whom  turned  out  very  good  foldiers.     Cortes 
now  fummoned  the  chiefs  of  thefe  people  who  had  renounced  their 
allegiance  to  Montezuma,  and  enjoined  them  to  render  all  fervice&  in 
their  power  to  the  party  he  left  in  Villa  Rica,  and  to  aflift  them  in 
completing  the  town.     Then  taking  Efcalante  by  the  hand  he  faid, 
*•  This  is  my  brother:  obey  him  in  whatever  he  defipes  you  to  do,  and 
**  if  you  require  alTiflance  or  protedtion  againfl:  your  enemies,  recur  to 
"  him,  and  he  will  give  it  to  you."     This  the  caciques  all  promifed 
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to  perform,  and  I  recolle^l:  they  immediately  hereupon  began,  much 
againft  his  will  and  endeavours,  to  fumigate  Efcalante  with  their  m- 
cenfe.  This  officer  was  placed  here  in  order  to  repel  any  attempts 
which  might  be  made  by  Velafquez,  as  he  was  thoroughly  attached  to 
the  interefl  of  Cortes.  Gomara  here  afTerts  that  Cortes  dared  not  pub- 
lifh  to  the  foldiers  his  intention  of  marching  to  Mexico.  I  beg  to  be 
informed  what  is  the  difpofition  of  a  Spaniard  ?  Or  when  it  ever  hap- 
pened that  he  was  not  ready  to  march  forward  ?  He  alfo  errs  where  he 
fays  Pedro  de  Ircio  remained  commandant  in  Vera  Cruz.  I  fay  again 
that  Juan  de  Efcalante  was  captain,  and  alfo  alguazil  major.  Pedro  de 
Ircio  was  not  fit  to  be  a  corporal,  nor  is  it  juft  to  take  from  one  what 
belongs  to  him,  and  give  it  to  another. 

After  having  rendered  the  veflejs  unferviceable,  but  riot  privately 
as  Gomara  alTerts,  being  one  morning  affembled  after  mafs,  and  con- 
verfing  on  military  affairs  with  Cortes,  he  defired  our  attention,  and 
addrefled  us,  faying,  '*  We  now  knew  the  bufinefs  which  was  before 
**  US;  that  with  the  aid  of  our  Lord  we  (hould  conquer,  and  it  was 
**  neceffary  to  do  fo,  for  in  cafe  of  a  defeat  there  was  no  efcape ;  nor 
**  had  we  any  fupport  but  in  our  valour,  and  the  mercy  of  God.**  To 
this  he  added  many  comparifons  of  our  fituation  with  thofe  drawn  from 
the  hiflory  of  the  ancient  Romans.  We  one  and  all  replied,  **  That  we 
**  were  prepared  to  obey  him;  that  the  lot  was  now  cafl,  let  fortune 
*'  take  what  turn  fhe  would,  as  Caefar  faid  in  paffing  the  Rubicon,  for 
**  that  all  our  ferviees  were  devoted  to  God  and  his  Majefly."  Cortes 
then  addreffed  us  again  in  a  very  .eloquent  and  imprefTive  fpeech,  which 
having  concluded,  he  called  for  the  fat  cacique,  and  having  informed 
him  of  .our  determination,  he  injoined  him  to  take  care  of  our  church, 
and!  holy,  crofs. 

When  we  were  juft  ready  to  depart,  a  foldier  arrived  with  a  letter 
to  Cortes  from  Juan  de  Efcalante,  whereby  he  was  informed  that  a 
jftrange  (hip  ,was  then  at  anchor  in  a  river  three  leagues  diftant  from 
Villa  Rica,  and  that  he  could  not  obtain  any  anfwer  to  his  fignals 
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from  thofe  on  board.  Upon  this,  Cortes  appointed  Alvarado,  and  San- 
doval who  already  began  to  (hsw  himfelf  the  officer  he  afterwards  Wa^, 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army  in  his  abfence ;.  ( Avila  being  palTed 
by,  and  Sandoval  preferred  on  this  occafion,  firfl:  caufcd  a  certain  jea- 
loufy  on  the  part  of  the  former;)  he  then  iet  out  with  four  of  the  ca- 
valry to  Villa  Rica,  ordering  thirty  of  the  lighteft  infantry  to  follow  him- 
thither,  which  number  accordingly  arrived  there  that  nights 

When  we  arrived  at  Villa  Rica,  Efcalante  offered  to  Cortes  to  go 
with  twenty  men  to  the  veilel,  left  (he  fhould  make  her  efcape,  and  that 
Cortes  might  take  fome  repofe;  but  Cortes  replied,  that  he  could  not* 
think  of  that,  for  **  A  lame, goat  took  no  afternoon's  nap."     Accord- 
ingly, without  eating  a  morfel,  we  proceeded  along  the  coaft,  and  on- 
our  road  fell  in  with  four  Spaniards,  who  were  fcnt  to  take  pofTeffion  of 
the  country,  by  Captain  Alonzo  Alvarez  de  Pineda.     One  of  thefe, 
who  was  named  Guillen  de  la  Loa,  was  a  notary,  and  the  reft  attended 
him  as  witnefles.     Cortes   having  queftioned  thefe  men  as  to  what 
brought  them  there  they  replied,   that  Francifco  de  Garay,  governor  of 
Jamaica,  had  obtained  from  the  court,  a  commiftion  ofadclantado  ancf 
governor  of  fuch  diftridts  as  he  fhould  difcover  on  that  coaft,  northward, 
from  the  river  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  by  virtue  of  which,  he  had 
lent  three  fhipSy  with  two  hundred  and  fcventy   foldiers,  under  the 
captain  already   named,  who  was  then  in  the  river  Panuco.     Cortes 
treated  them  with  much  kindnefs,  and  afked  them  if  they  thought  that 
we  could  get  pofTeflion  of  their  fhip;  to  which  Guillen  de  la  Loa  re- 
plied that  they  would  do  their  utmoft  to  afTift  us,  but  no  figns  nor  in- 
vitations that  they  made  could  induce  thofe  on  board  to  approach,  and 
wc  were  told  by  them  that  their  captain  was  aware  of  our  being  on  the 
coaft,  and  they  fuppofed,  when  the  boat  did  not  come  off,  that  we  had 
been  difcovered.     Cortes  now  bethought  himfelf  of  a  ftratagem,  and  it 
was  this;  he  dreffed  four  of  his   foldiers  in  the  clothes  of  thefe  men, 
and  left  them  there  upon  the  fpot,  tracing  back  the  way  that  he  had 
come  along  the  fliore,  fo  that  we  might  be  obferved  from  the  fliip. 
Thus  we  proceeded,  until  we  were  out  of  fight  of  it,  when  we  ftruck 
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into  the  woods  and  made  a  ftolen  march  back,  reaching  about  midnight 
the  rivulet  where  we  had  left  our  four  companions.  Here  we  concealed 
ourfelves,  and  early  in  the  morning  our  foldiers  who  were  in  difguife 
went  down  upon  tiie  fhore,  and  made  figns  to  thofe  on  board  the  veflel, 
in  confequence  of  which  a  boat  put  off  with  fix  failors,  two  of  whom 
landed  with  caflcs  for  water.  Our  four  men  pretended  that  they  wei?e 
wafhing  their  hands,  and  holding  down  their  faces  endeavoured  to 
avoid  being  obferved,  but  thofe  in  the  boat  calling  to  them,  one  of  ours 
replied,  defiring  them  to  come  on  fhore.  The  fhrange  voice  gave  an 
alarm,  and  fufpecSling  a  trick  they  made  off :  we  were  going  to  fire 
upon  them,  but  Cortes  would  not  let  us.  Thus  we  obtained  fix  men, 
and  returned  to  Villa  Rica,  without  having  eaten  a  morfel  during  two 
entire  nights  and  a  day. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


March  of  the  Spanifh  Army  for  the  City  of  Mexico.    Wars  in 
Tlafcala,     Submijfion  of  that  Nation. 
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►EING  now  ready  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  our  allies  of  Cempoal 
propofed  to  us  to  march  by  the  province  of  Tlafcala,  the  people  of 
which  were  their  friends,  and  bitter  enemies  to  the  Mexicans.  In 
compliance  with  our  requiiition,  fifty  of  their  principal  warriors  at- 
tended us,  and  alfo  two  hundred  men  to  draw  our  guns,  and  thus  we 
fet  out  from  Cempoal,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  15 19,  our  army  in 
good  order,  and  patroles  of  cavalry,  and  light  infantry  in  front. 

Our  firft  day's  march  was  to  a  town  named  XaJapa,  and  the  fecond 
was  to  Socochima,  a  place  of  difficult  approach,  abounding  with  vines. 
The  people  here  were  harangued  through  our  interpreters,  who  informed 
them  that  wc  were  vafTals  of  the  Emperor  Don  Carlos,  who  had  fcnt 
us  to  put  a  flop  to  human  facrifices,  and  other  abufes.  They  alfo  ex- 
plained to  them  many  things  concerning  our  religion,  and  as  thefe 
people  were  allies  of  Cempoal  and  independent  of  Montezuma,  we 
found  them  very  well  difpofed  to  us.  We  here  eredted  a  crofs,  ex- 
plaining what  it  fignified,  and  that  it  fhould  be  held  in  veneration* 
Proceeding  from  this  place,  by  a  pafs  among  lofty  mountains,  we  ar- 
rived at  another  named  Texutla,  the  people  of  which  we  found  equally 
well  difpofed  to  us,  and  they  alfo  paid  no  tribute  to  the  Mexican 
monarch.  Continuing  our  march  through  defert  mountains,  we  that 
night  experienced  great  cold  and  florms  of  hail.  On  the  next  day  we 
reached  another  pafs,  where  were  fome  houfes  and  large  temples,  with 
great  piles  of  wood  for  the  fervice  of  the  idols.  Provifions  were  fcarce 
with  us  for  thefe  two  days,  and  we  tiow  approached  the  territory  of 
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Mexico,  at  a  place  called  Cocotlan,  fending  forwards  to  inform  the 
cacique. 

Appearances  demonflrated  that  we  had  entered  into  a  new  country, 
for  the  temples  were  very  lofty,  and  together  with  the  terraced  dwel- 
lings, and  the  houfe  of  the  cacique,  being  plaiftered  and  whitewaflied, 
appeared  very  well,  and  refembled  fome  of  our  towns  in  Spain.  We 
named  this  place  Caftel  Blanco.  In  confequence  of  our  meffage,  the 
chief,  and  other  principal  perfons  of  the  town  came  out  to  meet  us,  and 
took  us  to  our  quarters,  where  they  gave  us  paltry  and  cold  entertain- 
ment. After  fupper  Cortes  made  enquiry  relative  to  the  military  power 
of  Montezuma.  He  was  informed,  how  that  monarch  had  under  him 
j^reat  armies,  and  that  the  city  of  Mexico  was  of  uncommon  ftrength, 
being  founded  in  the  water,  and  no  pafTage  from  one  houfe  to  another 
except  by  bridges  or  boats;  that  each  houfe  was  terraced,  and  only  re- 
quired a  parapet  to  be  converted  into  a  fortrefs ;  that  the  entrance  to  the 
city  was  by  three  caufeways,  in  each  of  which  were  four  or  five  aper- 
tures for  the  pafTage  of  the  waters,  and  that  on  each  of  thefe  apertures 
was  a  bridge  of  wood,  which  being  raifed,  precluded  the  entrance  into 
Mexico.  We  were  alfo  informed  of  the  great  wealth  of  Montezuma, 
in  gold,  filver,  and  jewels,  the  hearing  of  which  filled  us  with  aflonifh- 
ment,  and  fuch  is  the  nature  of  Spanifh  foldiers,  that  we  were  anxious 
to  try  our  fortunes,  although  the  accounts  we  had  been  given,  made 
our  hopes  appear  almofl  vifionary ;  and  truly  we  found  Mexico  ftronger 
than  what  it  was  now  defcribed  to  us.  The  cacique  launched  out  alfo 
in  the  praifes  of  his  great  lord,  Montezuma,  faying,  that  he  ruled 
where  ever  it  was  his  will  to  do  fo,  and  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of 
his  diffatisfadiion  at  our  being  entertained  in  that  place,  without  his 
licence.  To  all  this  Cortes  replied  faying,  **  That  we  came  from  a 
**  diflant  country,  by  the  orders  of  our  fovereign,  to  warn  the  great 
**  Montezuma  to  defift  from  human  facrificcs,  and  all  outrages  either 
**  upon  his  own  valTals,  or  his  neighbours,  and  to  require  from  him 
**  fubmifTion  to  our  monarch.  And,  **  added  Cortes,  **  I  now  require 
*"*  you  all  who  hear  me,  to  renounce  your  human  facrifices,  cannibal 
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"  feafls,  and  other  abominable  prad:ices,  for  fuch  is  the  command  of 
•*  our  Lord  God,  whom  we  adore  and  beheve,  who  gives  us  life  and 
**  death,  and  who  is  to  raife  us  up  to  heaven."  All  this  the  natives 
heard  with  a  profound  filence,  and  Cortes  then  turning  to  the  foldiers, 
propofed  to  them  immediately  to  plant  the  holy  crofs ;  but  the  Rev. 
Father  Olmedo  objedled,  upon  the  grounds  of  the  ill  will  and  igno- 
rance of  the  people,  which  might  induce  them  to  commit  fome  outrage 
or  indignity  againft  that  holy  fymbol ;  he  therefore  recommended  that 
it  (hould  be  deferred  until  a  better  opportunity. 

We  had  with  us  a  very  large  dog,  the  property  of  Francifco  de  ,  .-.y-M^ 

Lugo,  which  during  the  night  ufed  to  bark,  a  thing  that  greatly  fur-       y    ^ 
prifed  the  natives,  who  alked  our  allies  if  that  fierce  animal  was  a  lion        ' 
or  tyger  which  we  brought  to  kill  them  j  they  anfwered  that  he  fell  on, 
and  tore  to  pieces  any  who  offended  us ;  they  alfo  told  them  that  our 
guns  fent  forth  ftones,  which  killed  our  enemies  as  we  plcafed  to  dire<ft 
them,  and  that  our  horfes  caught  whoever  we  purfued;  to  which  the    * 
others  replied,  that  with  fuch  powers  we  were  really  Teules.     Our 
allies  alfo  warned  them  to  take  fpecial  care,  for  that  we  knew  their  moft 
fecret  thoughts,  and  advifed  them  to  conciliate  us  by  a  prefent.    Shortly 
after  we  received  from  them  fome  gold  in  different  articles  but  very 
much  debafed,  four  Indian  w^omen  to  make  bread,  and  a  load  of  mantles.  - 

I  remember  a  particular  circumftance  of  this  place.  Near  fome 
temples  were  laid  numbers  of  human  (keletons,  fo  arranged  that  they 
could  be  counted  with  eafe  and  certainty ;  I  am  convinced  from  my  own 
obfervation  that  there  were  above  a  hundred  thoufand;  I  repeat  it,  I  am 
fure  there  were  more  than  a  hundred  thoufand.  In  another  part  of  the 
fquare,  human  bones  were  heaped  up  in  fuch  quantities  that  they  could 
not  be  counted.  Numbers  of  fkuUs  were  alfo  fufpended  from  beams, 
and  all  thefe  were  watched  by  three  priefts.  The  fame  thing  was  feen 
every  where  in  fome  degree,  as  we  paffed  through  this  country  and  that 
of  Tlafcala. 
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The  cacique  of  the  place  where  we  were,  being  afked  by  us  relative 
to  the  road  to  Mexico,  recommended  that  by  Cholula ;  but  our  allies 
ftrongly  advifed  us  againfl  going  that  way,  on  account  of  the  treacherous- 
difpofition  of  the  people,  and  that  the  town  had  always  a  Mexican  gar- 
rifon  in  it.  Cortes  demanding  twenty  of  the  principal  perfons  to  attend 
him  from  this  place,  we  now  quitted  it  in  order  to  go  to  Tlafcala,  by 
advice  of  our  allies,  who  promifed  us  every  advantage  from  that  nation, 
and  we  proceeded  thither,  fending  melTengers  before  us  with  a  letter 
and  alfo  a  prefent  of  a  crimfon  velvet  cap.  I  mufl  obferve  that  although 
our  letters  were  not  legible  to  thefe  people,  they  knew  that  fuch  a  thing 
was  as  it  were  an  authority,  or  fan(ftion  of  the  meflage  that  was  to  be 
delivered,  and  of  the  office  of  thofe  who  brought  it,  and  as  fuch  it  was 
fent  upon  all  occafions. 

Proceeding  with  ouf'  accuftomed  order,  we  arrived  at  a  village  in 
the  countr)^  of  Xalacingo,  and  from  thence  fent  two  of  our  allies,  with 
the  letter,  to  Tlafcala.  At  this  place  we  received  intelligence,  that  the 
whole  nation  was  already  in  arms  againfl  us,  on  the  fuppofition,  from 
the  number  of  perfons  who  attended  us,  of  thofe  nations  which  were 
fubjedt  to  Montezuma,  that  we  were  in  alliance  with  the  Mexican 
power,  whofe  inveterate  enemies  they  were.  Having  fufpicion  of 
treachery  from  the  Mexicans  by  thefe  appearances,  they  inflantly  on 
their  arrival  feized  our  melfengers,  whofe  return  we  impatiently  waited 
for  during  two  days,  which  Cortes  employed  in  exertions  for  the  con- 
veriion  of  the  Indians  to  our  holy  church,  by  his  advice  and  exhorta- 
tions. He  alfo  demanded  the  attendance  of  twenty  principal  inhabi- 
tants, who  readily  joined  him,  and  we  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
continued  our  march,  during  which  we  met  the  meffengers  whom  we 
had  fent  to  Tlafcala,  and  who  had  made  their  efcape,  owing  to  the 
negligence  or  connivance  of  their  guards. 

Thefe  Indians  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  terror  into  which 
they  were  put  by  what  they  had  feen  and  heard,  for  the  people  of 
Tlafcala  vowed  deftrudion  to  us,  and  all  our  adherents.     The  ftandard 
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was  now  advanced  to  the  front,  and  we  all  faid,  **  If  it  mufl  be  fo, 
"  forward  in  God's  name."  Our  general  then  inftrudted  the  cavalry 
how  to  charge  by  threes  in  front,  not  halting  to  give  thrufls  with  thcif 
lances,  but  pointing  them  at  the  height  of  the  face;  and  he  taught 
them  how,  if  the  enemy  feized  the  lance,  to  wreft  it  out  of  their  hands 
by  the  action  of  the  horfe,  and  holding  the  butt-end  of  the  lance  under 
the  arm. 

Having  advanced  about  two  leagues,  v^e  arrived  at  a  kind  of  forti- 
fication built  of  lime  and  flone,  and  Tome  cement  of  fo  flrong  a  nature 
that  nothing  but  tools  of  iron  could  have  any  effedt  on  it.  It  was  alfo 
extremely  well  conftrudted  for  defence.  We  halted  to  examine  this 
work,  which  the  people  informed  us  was  built  by  the  Tlafcalans,  orf 
whofe  territory  it  flood,  as  a  defence  againll  the  incurlions  of  the  Mexi- 
cans. After  paufing  fome  time  in  ferious  contemplation  of  this  objed:, 
Gortes  ordered  us  to  march  on,  faying,  "  Gentlemen  follow  your  ftan- 
**  dapd  the  holy  ctofs,  wherewith  we  (hall  conquer;"  to  which  wd 
one  and  all  replied  **  That  we  were  ready,  for  God  was  our  tru^ 
**  fupport." 

After  we  had  proceeded  fome  diflance,  our  advanced  guard  faw 
about  thirty  of  the  enemy,  fcnt  out  to  obfcrve  us.  Cortes  ordered  fome 
of  the  cavalry  to  endeavour  to  take  them  prifoners,  while  we  advanced 
at  a  quick  ftep  to  fupport  the  advanced  party.  Our  cavalry  attacked 
them,  but  the  enemy  defended  thcmfelves  fo  well  with  their  fwords, 
wounding  the  horfes  feverely,  that  our  people  were  obliged  to  kill  five^ 
it  being  impofTible  to  make  them  prifoners.  A  body  of  three  thoufand 
warriors  which  had  been  placed  in  ambufcade  now  fallied  out  with 
great  fury,  and  began  to  (hoot  at  the  cavalry,  who  were  aflembled  in  a 
body;  but  as  we  at  this  time  brought  our  artillery  and  mufketry  to  bear 
upon  them,  they  were  after  a  time  compelled  to  fall  back,  though  re- 
gularly, and  fighting  during  their  retreat.  They  left  feventeen  dead  on 
the  field,  and  one  of  our  foldiers  died  a  few  days  after  of  his  wounds. 
Evening  was  now  drawing  on,  and  we  did  not  follow  them,  but  pur- 
suing 
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filing  our  march,  quitted  the  hills  for  a  flat  country  thickly  (ct  with 
farm  houfes,  in  fields  of  maize  and  the  maguey  plant.  We  halted  for 
the  night  near  a  brook,  and  drelTed  our  wounds  with  the  greafc  we 
took  out  of  a  fat  Indian  who  was  left  on  the  field;  and  although  the 
people  had  removed  all  their  effedls  and  provifions,  their  dogs,  which 
we  caught  when  they  returned  to  their  habitations  at  night,  afforded  - 
us  a  very  good  fupper. 

On  the  enfuing  day,  after  having  recommended  ourfelves  to  our 
God,  we  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  Both  cavalry  and  infantry 
had  been  duly  prepared  with  inflru(ftions  how  to  ad  in  the  attack,  the 
former  to  charge,  and  then  clear  themfelvcs  of  the  enemy,  the  latter  not 
to  fuffer  their  ranks  to  be  broken.  Proceeding  on  our  march,  we 
fhortly  met  two  bodies  of  Tlafcalan  warriors  amounting  to  about  fix 
thoufand  in  number,  who  attacked  us  valiantly  with  their  miflile 
weapons,  fhouting,  and  founding  their  inflruments.  Cortes  ordered  a 
halt,  and  fent  to  them  three  Indians  whom  we  had  made  prifoners  on 
the  preceding  day,  directing  them  to  require  of  their  countrymen  a 
peaceable  and  amicable  intercourfe  with  us,  who  wifhed  to  confider 
them  a»  brothers,  and  this  notice  and  invitation  he  defired  Diego  de 
Godoy  a  royal  notary  to  witnefs  ofHcially.  As  foon  as  Our  meffage  Was 
delivered,  they  attacked  us  more  violently  than  before,  infomuch  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  endure  it  any  longer,  and  Cortes  therefore  cried  out, 
**  St.  Jago,  and  at  them.'*  We  accordingly  attacked,  and  made  a  con- 
fiderable  flaughtei-of  them  hy  the  firfl  difcharges  of  our  artillery,  killing, 
amongfl  others,  three  of  their  chiefs. 

They  now  retreated  towards  fome  broken  ground,  where  the  whole 
army  of  Xicotenga  the  general  in  chief,  amounting  to  upwards  of  forty 
thoufand  men,  was  pofled  under  cover.  In  this  ground  the  cavalry 
could  not  adt,  and  we  were  forced  to  pafs  it  as  well  as  we  could  in  a 
compad:  <:olumn,  much  annoyed  by  the  enemy,  who  flarted  up,  and 
taking  the  due  diflance,  availed  themfelves  of  the  expertnefs  of  their 
archers.     Thefe  troops  were  all  clad,  and  bore  devices  of  white  and  red, 
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which  was  the  uniform  of  their  general.     Thofe  who  were  armed  with 
lances  clofed  upon  us  while  we  were  embarrafTed  in  the  broken  ground, 
but  as  foon  as  we  arrived  on  the  plain  with  our  cavalry  and  artillery,  wc 
rnade  them  fmart  for  it.     Notwithflanding  this  they  clofed  upon  us  on 
every  fide,  infomuch  that  we  could  not  venture  to  move,  and  we  were 
in  the  greateft  danger  but  that  the  hand  of  God  aflifted  us.     Whilft 
we  were  engaged  as  I  have  already  related,  a  number  of  the  ftoutell  of 
thofe  warriors  who  carried  the  tremendous  two-handed  fwords,  aflb- 
ciated  themfelves  in  order  to  feize  one  of  our  horfes ;  accordingly,  as 
JPedro,d^,MQron,  an  exceeding  good  horfeman,  was  charging  amongft 
them  i»"  company  with  three  more,  thefe  warriors  firfl:  feized  his  lance, 
and  then  wounding  him  dangeroufly,  one  of  ihem  with  a  blow  of  a 
two-handed  fword,  cut  through  the  neck  of  the  mare  he  rode,  fo  that 
(he  fell  inflantly  dead,  and  Moron  was  brought  off  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  j  for  it  was  utterly  out  of  the  power  of  us  who  formed  the 
battalion  to  quit  it,  from  fear  that  the  enemy  fhould  break  into  us  com- 
pletely.    However  on  this  occafion  we  fucceeded  in  refcuing  him  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  we  alfo  cut  the  girths  and  brought  off  the 
faddle,  but  in  fo  doing  we  had  ten  of  our  number  wounded,  and  I  be-, 
lieve  that  we  then  killed  ten  chiefs  of  the  enemy,  for  we  were  fairly 
engaged  with  them  foot  to  foot,  and  we  ufed  our  fwords  to  fuqh  effecSl 
that  they  began  to  retire,  taking  with  them  the  body  of  the  marc, 
which  they  cut  in  pieces,  and  fent  all  through  the  diftridts  of  Tlafcala. 
This  mare  was  the  property  of  Juan  Sedeno,  who  was  at  that  time  ill  of 
three  wounds  which  he  had  received  on  the  preceding  day     Moron  died 
of  his  wounds,  at  leaft  I  do  not  recoUecft  having  ever  feen  him  after^ 
wards.     After  being  engaged  with   the  enemy   for  above  an  hour, 
during  which  the  artillery  made  great  havoc  in  their  thick  and  nu- 
merous bodies,  all  of  us  alfo  fighting  as  we  were  compelled  to  do  for 
our  lives  and  his  Majefly*s  fervice,  they  drew  off  regularly,  and  left  the 
field  to  us,  who  were  too  much  fatigued  to  follow  them.     We  there- 
fore remained  in  the  next  village,  for  that  country  was  thickly  inha« 
bited,  and  they  had  fubterraneous  dwellings,  in  which  numbers  of 
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people  lived.     The  name  of  this  place  is  Tehuacingo,  or  Tehuacacingap 
and  the  battle  was  fought  on  the  fecond  day  of  September  15 19. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  on  this  occafion  was  very  confiderab4e,  eight 
of  their  principal  chiefs  being  amongft  the  number.  As  foon  as  we 
found  ourfelves  clear  of  them  we  returned  thanks  to  God  for  his  mercy, 
and  entering  a  ftrong  and  fpacious  temple,  we  drefled  our  wounds  with 
the  fat  of  Indians.  Of  fifteen  wounded  men,  only  one  died.  We  ob- 
tained a  plentiful  fupper  of  the  fowls  and  dogs  which  we  found  in  the 
village,  and  refted  for  the  night  under  the  protection  of  ftrong  guards. 
In  this  and  all  other  battles,  as  foon  as  we  wounded  an  enemy  he  was 
I  immediately  carried  off  by  his  companions,  fo  that  we  never  could  af- 
^certain  the  number  of  the  dead.  Fifteen  of  them  were  made  prifoners 
by  us,  of  whom  two  were  chiefs. 

After  the  fatigues  fuffered  in  the  late  battle  we  repofcd  for  one  day, 
which  was  employed  in  repairing  our  crofs-bows,  and  making'' arrows. 
On  the  next,  Cortes,  not  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  arrange  new  attacks, 
fent  out  as  many  of  the  foldiers  as  were  fit  for  fervice,  to  fcour  the 
country,  which  is  there  very  flat  and  well  adapted  for  cavalry.     Ac- 
cordingly, feven  of  the  cavalry,  and  two  hundred  infantry,  attended 
by  our  allies,  went  out,  and  made  prifoners  twenty  men  and  women, 
but  without  any  harm  whatever  being  done  by  the  Spaniards.     The 
fame  cannot  be  faid  of  our  allies,  who  being  cruel,  made  great  deftruc- 
tion,  and  returned  loaded  with  fowls  and  dogs.     As  foon  as  we  returned 
Cortes  relcafed  the  prifoners,  and  having  given  them  food,  and  treated 
them  kindly,  he  expoftulated  with  them  upon  their  madnefs  in  at- 
tempting to  refift  us.     He  alfo  at  this  time  releafed  two  of  the  chiefs 
whom  we  had  taken  in  the  late  battle,  and  fent  them  with  a  letter,  and 
to  inform  their  countrymen,  that  we  only  required  an  unmolefted  paf- 
fage  to  Mexico,     Thefe  chiefs  waited  upon  their  General  Xicotenga, 
who  was  pofted  with  his  army  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues,  at  a  place 
named  to  the  beft  of  my  recolle(5lion  Tehuacinpacingo,  and  delivering 
the  meffage  with  which  they  were  intrufted,  the  reply  of  Xicotenga 
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was,  **  That  we  (hould  go  to  the  head  town  of  Tlafcala,  where  peace 
**  fhould  be  made  with  us  by  devouring  our  bodies,  and  offering  our 
**  hearts  and  blood  to  their  gods ;  and  that  on  the  next  morning,  he 
**  would  give  us  his  anfwerin  perfon.'*  This  language,  after  what  we 
had  experienced,  it  mufl  be  confeffed  founded  mofi:  terribly  in  our  ears. 
Cortes  however  did  not  fuffer  his  apprehenfions  to  appear,  and  treated 
the  melTengers  even  more  kindly  than  before,  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  go  again.  He  then  enquired  relative  to  the  power  of  Xicotenga  and 
the  nature  of  his  command.  They  informed  him,  that  the  army  now 
affembled  confifted  of  the  quotas  brought  by  five  chiefs,  each  of  which 
was  ten  thoufand  men.  Thefe  chiefs  were,  Xicotenga  the  elder,  father 
of  the  general,  Maxicatzin,  Chichimccatecle,  Tecapaneca  cacique  of 
Topeyanco,  and  a  cacique  named  Guaxobcin.  Thus  fifty  thoufand 
warriors  were  now  ranged  under  the  banner  of  Xicotenga,  '(Vhich  was, 
a  white  bird  with  the  wings  fpread  refembling  an  oftrich.  Each  divi- 
fion  of  the  troops  had  alfo  its  own  marks  of  diftincftion :  this  we  found 
to  be  the  cafe,  and  that  each  cacique  bore  them  in  the  manner  of  our 
nobility  in  Caflille,  although  when  we  were  firft  informed  of  it  by  our 
prifoners  we  difbelieved  it.  When  all  this  was  communicated  to  us; 
being  but  mortals,  and  like  all  others  fearing  death,  we  prepared  for 
battle  by  confefTing  to  our  reverend  fathers,  who  were  occupied  during 
the  whole  night  in  that  holy  office. 

On  the  fifth  of  September  15 19,  having  brought  out  our  whole 
force  not  excepting  the  wounded,  the  crofs-bowmen  and  mufkcteers 
being  dired:ed  to  fire  alternately,  fo  that  there  (hould  always  be  fome  of 
each  loaded,  the  foldiers  with  fword  and  buckler  being  ordered  to  ufe 
the  points,  pafifmg  them  clear  through  the  bodies  of  their  opponents, 
and  the  cavalry  being  infixudied  to  keep  their  ranks,  and  charge  at  half 
fpeed,  pointing  their  lances  at  the  eyes  of  the  enemy,  and  riding  through 
them  without  halting  to  give  thrufls,  with  our  colours  flying,  and  four 
of  our  companions  as  a  guard  upon  them,  we  fet  out  upon  our  march. 
We  had  not  proceeded  half  a  quarter  of  a  league,  when  we  faw  the 
troops  of  the  enemy  covering  the  plains.     Each  body  difplayed  its  re- 
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fpedive  device,  and  they  advanced »  founding  all  their  warlike  inflru- 
ments. 

Much  might  be  written  on  the  fubjed  of  this  great,  and  long 
doubtful  battle,  where  four  hundred  men  flood  oppofed  to  hofls,  which 
furrounding  them  from  all  parts,  filled  thefe  plains,  extending  in  every 
direction  for  the  fpace  of  two  leagues.  Many  of  our  fmall  number 
were  fick  and  wounded,  and  we  knew  that  the  enemy  came  upon  us  in 
a  determination  to  fweep  us  from  the  earth,  and  facrifice  us  to  their 
idols.  Their  firfl  difcharges  of  arrows,  ftones,  and  two-headed  darts 
which  pierce  any  armour,  and  through  the  body  where  unproted:ed, 
covered  the  ground ;  and  they  continued  advancing  until  they  clofcd 
upon,  and  attacked  us  with  their  lances,  and  two-handed  fwords, 
fighting  foot  to  foot,  and  encouraging  each  other  by  their  cries  and 
fliouts.  Our  artillery,  mufketry,  and  crofs-bows  played  on  them,  and 
the  home  thrufts  our  infantry  made  with  their  fwords,  prevented  their 
clofing  upon  us  as  much  as  they  had  done  on  the  former  occalion.  Our 
cavalry  alfo  charged  with  fuch  effe(5l,  that,  next  to  God,  it  was  to 
them  we  owed  the  vidory.  At  one  period  I  faw  our  battalion  com- 
pletely broken,  nor  could  all  the  exertions  of  Cortes  for  a  time  rally  it, 
fuch  was  the  preiTure  of  the  enemy  upon  us.  By  the  fole  effed:  of  our 
fwords,  however,  we  at  length  forced  them  off  from  us,  and  were  then 
enabled  to  clofe  and  form.  One  circumflance  that  preferved  us  was  the 
thicknefs  of  the  enemy,  whereby  full  play  was  given  to  our  artillery. 
Another  was,  that  they  did  not  know  how  to  bring  up  their  forces 
upon  us  without  confufion,  and  fome  of  the  divifions  could  not  come 
to  the  attack  at  all.  The  one  compofcd  of  the  warriors  of  Guaxocingo, 
was  prevented  from  engaging  by  Chichimecatecle,  whom  Xicotenga, 
the  commander  in  chief,  had  provoked  by  fome  infulting  obfervation 
relative  to  the  preceding  battle.  This  circumflance  we  were  informed 
of  afterwards.  They  were  alfo  apprehenfive  by  experience  of  our  ca- 
valry, our  cannon,  and  other  arms ;  but  above  all  was  the  great  mercy 
£>f  God,  who  gave  us  force  to  fuftain  their  attacks.  Two  divifions  as  I 
iiave  obferved  flood  aloof,  from  difgufl  at  what  Xicotenga  had  faid 
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relative  to  the  condud  of  the  fon  of  Chichimecatecle  on  the  former  oc- 
cafion:  this  being  obferved  by  the  others,  flackened  their  ardour,  and 
the  lofs  of  one  of  their  greatefl  chiefs  killed,  at  length  caufed  them  to 
draw  off  their  forces  and  retire,  purfued  by  our  cavalry,  though  but  for 
a  very  little  diftance,  owing  to  their  exceiTive  fatigue.  Thus  being 
again  mafters  of  the  field,  we  returned  our  thanks  to  God  for  his  mercy. 
One  of  our  foldiers  was  killed,  above  feventy  and  all  the  horfes  were 
wounded.  I  received  two  wounds,  one  by  a  ftone,  the  other  by  an 
arrow;  but  they  were  not  fuch  as  to  prevent  my  doing  duty;  indeed  if 
wounds  had  exempted  us,  few  would  have  been  fit  for  it. 

We  now  returned  to  our  former  poft,  having  buried  our  dead  in 
one  of  the  fubterraneous  dwellings  already  mentioned,  filling  and  level- 
ling it,  that  our  lofs  (hould  not  be  perceived  by  the  enemy.  How 
wretched  and  comfortlefs  was  our  fituation  after  our  hardfhips  and 
dangers !  We  could  not  procure  even  oil  and  fait;  and  the  cutting  winds 
of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  made  us  (hiver  again. 

Cortes  now  fent  three  of  his  prifoners,  together  with  thofe  who 
had  carried  the  former  meflfage,  to  repeat  his  demand  of  a  free  pafTage 
to  Mexico,  with  threats  of  deftru(5tion  in  cafe  it  was  refufed.  When 
our  meiTengers  arrived  at  Tlafcala,  they  found  the  chiefs  of  that  nation 
much  difgufted  with  their  misfortunes  and  lofTes ;  ftill  they  heard  our 
propofals  with  a  very  unwilling  ear,  and  fent  for  their  priefts,  and  cer- 
tain wizards  who  divine  and  foretell  by  cafting  lots,  in  order  to  learn 
from  them,  if  we  were  vincible,  and  which  were  the  moft  likely  means 
of  fucceeding  againft  us;  alfo,  if  we  were  fupernatural  beings,  and  what 
our  food  confifted  of.  It  feems  their  wizards  informed  them,  that  we 
were  human  beings,  and  fubfifted  as  fuch,  not  eating  the  hearts  of  thofe 
we  killed,  as  they  had  been  told,  and  that  though  invincible  by  day, 
we  were  to  be  conquered  by  night,  for  that  all  our  force  was  derived 
from  the  prefence  of  the  fun.  This  being  believed,  orders  were  imme- 
diately fent  to  their  General  Xicotenga  to  make  an  attack  upon  us  during 
the  night.     Accordingly,  he  marched*againfl  us  with  a  force  of  ten 
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thoufand  warriors,  who  attacked  our  pofl  in  three  different  bodies,  but 
our  out  parties  had  kept  too  good  a  look  out  to  be  furprifed,  and  a  mo- 
ment was  fufficient  to  put  us  under  arms.  They  therefore  met  with 
fueh  a  reception  as  foon  caufed  them  to  turn  their  backs,  being,  as  it 
was  moonlight,  purfued  by  our  cavalry  with  a  confiderable  lofs  ;  and 
they  returned  to  their  poft  heartily  lick  of  a  nodlurnal  attack.  I  have 
heard  it  faid,  that  finding  themfelves  deceived  by  their  priefts  and 
wizards,  they  in  revenge  facrificed  two  of  them.  We  had  but  one  of 
our  allies  killed,  and  two  Spaniards  wounded  in  this  ad:ion,  and  wc 
made  four  prifoners ;  but  on  the  enfuing  day  when  we  came  to  look 
into  the  fituation  of  our  army,  it  was  far  from  confolatory;  we  were 
dreadfully  harralled,  had  loft  above  fifty-five  foldiers  by  battle,  ficknefs, 
and  feverity  of  weather,  and  had  feveral  fick ;  our  general  was  ill  of  a 
fever,  as  was  our  Rev.  Father  Olmedo,  and  the  exped:ation  of  reaching 
Mexico  was  now  confidered  as  a  vifionary  idea,  after  what  we  had  ex- 
perienced of  the  refiftance  of  the  Tlafcalans. 

We  had  however  in  our  army  many  cavaliers  equally  wife  in 
council  as  they  were  brave  in  the  field,  with  whom  Cortes  never  omitted 
confulting  on  important  occafions,  notwithftanding  Gomara  fays  that 
Cortes  did  this  and  that,  as  if  he  was  the  fole  ador,  infomuch  that 
even  if  he  had  been  made  of  iron,  he  could  not  have  executed  all  which 
that  hiftorian  afcribes  to  him.  Let  it  fuflice  that  he  did  in  every  rcfpedt 
like  a  good  captain  which  he  was,  and  this  I  fay,  that  in  addition  to 
his  other  mercies  God  was  pleafed  to  give  us  wifdom  to  eounfel  and 
advife  Cortes,  upon  all  important  occafions,  for  the  beft,  as  the  refult 
proved.  But  to  have  done  with  praifes,  we  waited  on  Cortes,  and  re- 
prefented  to  him  the  favors  which  heaven  had  (hewn  to  us,  and  how 
evidently  they  pointed  out  that  we  were  referved  for  fome  great  end, 
and  now  we  advifed  him  to  releafe  his  prifoners,  and  by  them  to  make 
a  fecond  offer  of  amity  to  thefe  people.  Donna  Marina,  whofe  fpirit 
fupported  her  in  all  dangers,  and  when  fhe  knew  that  we  were  upon 
the  brink  of  deftrudlion,  and  were  in  momentary  apprehenfion  of  being 
devoured,  was  at  this  time  of  m5ft  effential  fervice,  for  ftie  explained  to 
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thofe  we  fent,  that  it  was  our  determination,  if  their  countrymen  did 
not  immediately  treat,  to  march  againft  and  deflroy  them  and  their 
town.     With  this  refolute  meflage  they  went  once  more  to  Tlafcala. 

Our  mellengers  having  arrived  at  Tlafcala,  waited  on  the  chiefs, 
the  principal  of  them  bearing  in  one  hand  our  letter,  and  in  the  other  a 
dart.  It  was  the  will  of  heaven  that  the  Tlafcalans  fliould  be  now  in- 
clined to  enter  into  terms  of  accommodation.  The  two  chiefs  named 
Maxicatzin,  and  Xicotenga  the  elder,  immediately  fent  to  invite  the 
reft,  and  alfo  the  cacique  of  Guaxocingo  their  ally,  and  being  all  af- 
fembled,  they  reprefcnted  to  them,  that  their  attacks  had  been  ineftecflual 
on  us,  and  deflrudtive  to  them,  and  that  we  were  in  hoftility  to  their 
inveterate  enemies  the  Mexicans,  who  had  made  war  on  them  for  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  years,  by  which  they  were  now  deprived  of  fait  and 
cotton.  They  therefore  propofed,  that  their  nation  fhould  accept  our 
alliance,  and  that,  in  order  to  perpetuate  it,  the  daughters  of  their  firfl 
families  fhould  be  offered  to  us  as  wives.  To  thefe  propofals  they  all 
agreed,  and  fent  notice  thereof  to  their  general.  This  chief  was  highly 
offended  at  it^  and  infiffed  on  making  another  night  attack  upon  us. 
The  council  of  Tlafcala  being  informed  of  this,  fent  orders  to  fuperfede 
him,  but  the  captains  and  warriors  refufed  to  obey,  and  in  confecjuence 
of  his  violent  condudt,  four  of  their  principal  and  moft  venerable  chiefs, 
who  were  appointed  to  wait  on,  and  invite  us  to  their  town,  were  in- 
timidated, and  prevented  from  executing  their  miflion. 

Having  remained  two  days  without  doing  any  thing,  we  now  pro- 
pofed to  Cortes  to  march  to  a  place  called  Zumpacingo,  the  chief  town 
of  the  diftri(5l,  the  people  of  which  had  been  fummoned,  but  had  treated 
our  meffage  with  neglecSl.  Accordingly,  early  in  the  morning  w^e  {et 
out,  under  the  command  of  Cortes  who  was  not  yet  quite  recovered. 
The  morning  was  extremely  cold,  the  wind  affeding  two  of  our  horfes 
fo  much  that  we  were  afraid  they  would  have  died.  Proceeding  on  our* 
march,  we  arrived  at  the  town  before  daybreak.  The  inflant  the  na- 
tives heard  of  our  approach,  they  fled  from  their  houfes,  crying,  that 
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the  Teules  were  coming  to  kill  them.  We  halted  in  a  walled  inclofiirc, 
until  it  was  light,  when  certain  priefts  and  old  men  came  from  the 
temples,  and  apologized  for  not  having  attended  to  our  fummons, 
afcribing  their  condu(5t  to  the  threats  of  Xicotenga.  Cortes  ordered 
thefe  people  to  go  to  their  head  town  and  defirc  the  chiefs  to  attend  him, 
in  order  to  bring  about  a  peace;  for  we  were  as  yet  ignorant  of  what 
had  palTed.  We  obtained  here  a  good  fupply  of  provifions,  and  the 
farther  advantage,  that  the  Indians  formed  a  favorable  opinion  of  us, 
which  daily  gained  ground.  The  chiefs  and  old  men  went  toTlafcala, 
and  their  reprefentations  had  fuch  an  eflfedt,  that  orders  were  given  to 
all  the  neighbouring  people,  to  fend  in  provifions  to  us. 

Some  of  our  foldiers  began  now  to  hold  very  querulous  language ; 
more  efpecially  thofe  who  had  left  good  houfes  and  plantations  in  the 
Ifland  of  Cuba.     Seven  of  them  waited  at  this  time  upon  Cortes,  and 
their  fpokefman  addrelTed  him  in  a  prepared  oration  in  the  manner  of 
advice,  wherein  he  reprefented  to  him,  that  above  fifty-five  of  our  com- 
panions were  dead,  and  that  we  were  ignorant  of  the  fituation  of  thole 
in  Villa  Rica.     That  notwithftanding  the  mercies  which  had  been 
fhewn  us,  it  was  imprudent  to  tempt  God  too  often,  and  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  avoid  being  brought  into  a  worfe  fituation  than  that  of  Pedro 
Carbonero,  for  at  prefent  there  was  hardly  a  hope  of  efcaping  being 
facrificed  to  the  idols  of  the  natives.     But  that  though  it  (hould  pleafe 
God  to  preferve  us,  flill  it  was  expedient  to  return  to  Villa  Rica,  and 
confi:rud:  a  veffel  to  fend  to  Cuba  for  afliftance;  and  they  lamented  the 
imprudence  of  having  totally  deftroyed  our  (hipping,  a  deed  the  rafli- 
nefs  of  which  could  not  be  parallelled  in  hiilory.     They  added,  that 
though  our  fituation  was  worfe  than  that  of  beafts  of  burthen,  who  if 
forced  to  labour  have  at  leaft  food  and  reft,  yet  they  had  hitherto  de- 
fifted  from  remonftrating,  as  not  thinking  the  time  admitted  of  it,  but 
that  now  the  enemy  were  withdrawn  and  the  country  feemed  peaceable, 
»lhe  prefent  opportunity  fhould  not  be  omitted  to  be  taken. 

Cortes  replied  mildly,  that  he  believed  there  never  exifted  Spanifh 
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foldiers  who  had  exhibited  more  valour  and  perfeverance  than  ourfelves, 
and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  continue  to  do  fo  in  order  to  fave  our  hves. 
That  with  our  course  he  was  well  acquainted,  as  he  alfo  was  with 
many  other  circumllances  which  they  had  then  mentioned.  But,  that 
as  God  had  delivered  us  from  thofe  great  perils,  he  hoped  the  fame 
mercy  would  be  continued  to  us  in  future.  He  then  appealed  to  them 
if  he  had  ever  ihewn  himfelf  unwilling  to  (hare  dangers  with  us, 
which  indeed  he  well  might,  for  he  was  ever  forward  on  thofe  occa- 
fions,  and  continued  his  reply,  adding,  that  as  we  had  wherever  we 
went  preached  to  the  ignorant  natives  the  dodlrines  of  our  holy  faith, 
he  trufled  we  fhoukl  ftill  receive  the  divine  aififtance,  and  that  of  his 
patron  St.  Peter.  That  as  to  deflroying  our  fhips,  it  was  done  by  good 
advice;  "  And,"  continued  he,  *•  Gentlemen,  our  fame  will  exceed 
**  far  that  of  the  moft  illuftrious  of  our  predeceffors,  who  never,  as  you 
**  obferve,  dared  to  take  fuch  a  meafure;  and  therefore  it  is  better,  in- 
**  {lead  of  repining,  to  look  forward,  and  leave  all  to  be  guided  by  the 
**  hand  of  God.  As  to  our  return,  it  is  true  the  natives  we  had  left 
**  behind  are  now  friendly,  but  if  we  feemed  to  retreat,  the  very  flones 
**  would  rife  againfl:  us.  Therefore  gentlemen,  thus  it  is  j  bad  there,, 
**  worfe  elfewhere,  better  flay  as  you  are,  here  in  a  plentiful  country, 
**  and  as  to  what  you  fay  of  loiTes,  deaths,  and  fatigues,  fuch  is  the 
**  fortune  of  war,  and  we  did  not  come  here  in  fearch  of  pailimes  and 
**  amufements.  Therefore  I  beg  of  you,  who  are  all  cavaliers  by  your 
**  ftation  authorized  to  ftt  an  example,  that  you  no  longer  will  think 
**  of  returning,  but  do  your  duty  like  the  valiant  foldiers  I  have  always 
**  found  you  to  be." 

The  others  replied  deprecating  flill  the  march  to  Mexico;  he  then 
cut  them  fhort  by  faying,  that  according  to  the  fong,  it  was  better  to 
die  at  once  than  live  dilhonored ;  and  Cortes  being  fupported  in  thefe 
fcntimcnts  by  all  his  friends,  the  complaints  of  thefe  people  were  flifled 
for  the  prefent,  for  we  all  cried  out  that  no  more  fhould  be  faid  upon 
the  fubjedt. 

After 
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After  four  meiTages  from  the  chiefs  of  Tlafcala  to  their  general,  to 
fend  a  peaceable  embafTy  to  us,  that  chief  was  obliged  to  comply.  Ac- 
cordingly forty  Indians  arrived  at  our  quarters,  fent  -by  him  with  fowls, 
bread,  and  fruit;  they  alfo  brought  with  them  four  old  women  in 
wretched  clothing,  fome  incenfe,  and  a  quantity  of  parrots  feathers. 

Having  offered  their  incenfe  to  Cortes,  one  of  the  men  addreffed 
him  as  follows.  **  This  prefent  our  General  Xicotenga  fends  you.  If 
**  you  are,  as  it  is  faid,  Teules,  and  dcfire  human  facrifices,  here  are 
**  thefe  four  women;  take  their  hearts  and  blood  for  food;  as  we 
**  knew  not  your  pleafure,  we  have  not  hitherto  facrificcd  them  to  you, 
**  now  do  as  you  chufe  with  them.  If  you  are  men,  here  are  fowls, 
**  bread,  and  fruit;  if  you  are  benignant  Teules,  we  offer  to  you  this 
**  incenfe  and  thefe  parrots  feathers."  Cortes  replied  that  he  had  already 
fent  to  them  requiring  peace,  as  our  obje(5t  in  coming  was  to  make 
manifefl:  the  truths  of  our  holy  religion,  and  in  the  names  of  our 
God  and  Emperor,  to  prohibit  human  facrifices ;  that  we  were  men 
like  themfelves,  but  not  accuftomed  to  put  any  to  death  except  in  our 
own  defence,  and  that  they  (hould  no  longer  continue  their  mad  re- 
fiffancc,  but  embrace  peace  when  it  was  offered  to  them. 

Thefe  men  it  feems  were  fpies;  we  were  warned  of  this  by  our 
friends  of  Cempoal,  who  informed  us  likewife  that  the  people  of  Cim- 
pacingo  had  faid  that  Xicotenga  meant  to  attack  us.  Cortes  now  made 
immediate  invcftigation,  and  cauling  four  of  thefe  Indians  to  be  feized, 
they  confeffed  the  whole,  and  that  their  general  was  waiting  only  for 
their  report,  to  attack  us  on  that  very  night.  Cortes  then  caufing 
feventeen  of  the  Tlafcalans  to  be  arrefled,  made  their  hands  be  ftruck 
off,  and  alfo  the  thumbs  of  others,  and  in  that  condition  fent  them  to 
their  chief,  with  an  invitation  to  him  to  come  and  attack  us ;  faying, 
that  we  would  wait,  for  the  fpace  of  two  days,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  if  he  heard  no  farther,  would  come  and  feek  for  him  in  his 
poft.  Xicotenga  was  prepared  to  march  againff  us,  when  his  fpies  re- 
joined him  in  that  lamentable  flate;  but  from  the  moment  he  faw  them, 
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he  lofl  his  courage  and  haughtinefs.  Alfo  one  of  thofe  dividons  with 
the  chiefs  of  which  he  had  quarrelled,  at  this  time  quitted  his  army,  as 
we  were  informed. 

A  vedette  now,  unexped:edly,  announced  the  approach  of  a  nu- 
merous train  of  Indians  by  the  road  of  Tlafcala,  and  his  companion 
who  had  flayed  to  obferve  them,  fhortly  after  galloped  in  and  informed 
us  that  they  were  hard  by;  we  therefore  conceived  hopes  of  that  which 
it  turned  out  to  be,  an  embafly  of  peace.  Cortes  ordered  us  all  to  our 
quarters,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  embafly,  the  four  old  men  deputed 
for  the  purpofe,  advancing  from  the  reft,  went  to  the  place  where  our 
general  was,  and  bowing  their  heads,  touched  the  ground  with  their 
hands,  and  kifled  them;  making  three  more  bows  they  then  advanced, 
and  having  prefentcd  their  incenfe  they  faid,  that  they  were  fent  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Tlafcala,  to  put  themfelves  under  our  proted:ion  ; 
declaring  that  they  never  would  have  made  war  upon  us,  but  for  their 
belief  that  we  were  the  allies  of  Montezuma,  their  mortal  and  ancient 
enemy.  They  added,  that  the  firft  attack  rnade  upon  us  was  by  the 
Chontales  Eftomies,  or  mountaineers,  (without  their  approbation,)  who 
thought  that  they  could  cafily  bring  our  fmall  number  to  their  lords  the 
Tlafcalans ;  they  then  faid,  that  they  were  come  to  folicit  pardon  for 
the  offence,  and  that  the  general  of  their  army  and  other  chiefs  fhould 
fhortly  wait  upon  us.  Having  finifhed,  they  bowed,  touching  the 
ground,  and  kifling  their  hands.  Cortes,  afTuming  a  fevere  look,  re- 
proached them  for  the  violence  they  had  committed,  but  in  confidera- 
tion  of  their  wifh  to  expiate  their  offences  he  told  them,  that  he  was 
now  willing  to  accept  their  prefents  and  receive  them  into  favor.  He 
hid  them  immediately  fend  their  chiefs  to  him,  as  in  cafe  they  failed 
to  come  he  was  determined  to  proceed  in  hoflility  againft  them,  but 
that  his  wifh  was  for  peace ;  in  token  of  which  he  made  them  a  prefent 
of  fome  artificial  diamonds.  The  four  ambafladors  returned  with  this 
meffage,  leaving  thofe  who  had  attended  them  with  provifions,  in  our 
quarters.     We  now  were  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  their  profeflions, 
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which  came  in  very  good  time,  for  we  were  heartily  tired  of  this  fevere 
and  hopelefs  war. 

The  hiftorian  Gomara  fays,  that  Cortes  afcended  a  rock,  in  order 
to  get  a  view  of  Zumpacingo.  I  fay  it  was  clofe  to  our  flation,  and 
the  man  muft  have  been  blind  indeed  who  could  not  have  feen  it  from 
thence.  He  alfo  talks  of  mutinies,  and  other  things,  of  which  he  fays 
that  he  was  informed.  I  fay  that  never  wa5  a  captain  in  the  world 
better  obeyed  than  Cortes,  and  that  no  fuch  thought  ever  entered  the 
mind  of  any  of  us,  nor  any  thing  that  could  be  fo  conflrued,  except 
the  affair  of  the  fands,  and  what  I  have  lately  related,  which  was  only 
by  way  of  advice,  for  the  whole  of  our  foldiers  followed  him  moft 
zealoufly,  and  it  is  no  ftrange  thing  that  good  foldiers  (hould  occa- 
fionally  counfel  their  chief. 

The  news  of  the  great  vidlory  which  it  had  been  the  will  of  God 
to  give  to  us  flew  through  all  parts,  and  foon  reached  the  ears  of  the 
great  Montezuma;  infomuch  that  this  monarch,  awed  by  the  fame  af 
our  valour,  fent  five  of  the  principal  noblemen  of  his  court,  to  con^ 
gratulate  us  upon  our  fuccelles.  By  them  he  fent  a  prefent  of  various 
articles  of  wrought  gold,  to  the  amount- of  a  thoufand  crowns,  and 
twenty  loads  of  the  richeft  mantles,  with  a  declaration  of  his  wifh  to 
become  a  vaffal  of  our  great  monarch,  to  whom  he  offered  to  pay  an. 
annual  tribute;  adding,  that  from  the  efteem  in  which  he  held  oui^ 
general,  he  much  wifhed  to  fee  him  at  his  court  in  Mexico,  but  that 
he  was  obliged  to  deprive  himfelf  of  that  fatisfailion,  in  confequence 
af  the  poverty  of  the  country  and  badnefs  of  the  roads  by  which  he 
was  to  pafs.  Cortes  expreffed  his  obligation  to  this  great  monarch  for 
the  prefent,  and  his  offer  to  pay  tribute  to  our  fovereign;  he  requefted 
the  ambaffadors  to  ftay  and  accompany  him  to  Tlafcala,  with  which 
government  he  had  not  yet  made  his  conclufive  arrangements,  and  de- 
fired  that  they  would  allow  him  to  defer  giving  any  farther  anfwer  on 
that  day.  He  was  now  convalefcent,  and  had  taken  as  a  medicine  cer- 
tain apples  of  great  virtue,  the  produce  of  the  liland  of  Cuba. 
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While  Cortes  was  coiiverfing  with  theam^Sfedoff  of  Monteztrma, 
Xicotenga  and  fifty  of  his  pFincipral  warriors,  all  clothed  in  imrform 
habits  of  white  and  red,  arrived  and  xvaited  on  him  with  great  refped: 
Cortes  received  him  with  no  lefs,  and  made  him  fit  down  at  his  fidb. 
The  chief  then  told  him,  that  he  came  in  the  name  of  his  father,  and 
the  reft  of  the  principal  perfons  of  his  nation,  to  folicit  p~tir  friendfhip, 
to  fubmit  to  our  monarch,  and  to  apologise  for  having  taken  up  arms 
againft  us,  the  reafon  of  which  was,  the  apprehenfion  of  the  wiles  of 
Montezuma.  He  added,  that  their  country  was  very  poor,  producing 
neither  gold,  filver,  jewels,  cotton,  nor  even  fait,  which  laft  article 
Montezuma  prevented  them  from 'obtaining.  He  faid  alfo,  that  what 
gold  their  anceftors  had  coIled:ed,  he  had  deprived  them  of,  and  that 
if  they  did  riot  ntow  bring  fatisfadlory  prefents,  their  poverty  muft 
plead  their  excufe.  He  made  many  other  complaints  of  Montezuma; 
and  concluded  by  earneftly  foliciting  our  alliance.  This  chief  was  of 
talLftature,  ftrong,  and  well  proportioned;  his  face  broad,  and  fomc- 
what  wrinkled;  of  a  grave  afpecft,  and  aged  about  thirty-five  years. 
Cortes  treated  him  with  every  mark  of  friendfhip,  and  expreffed  his 
fatisfadtion  at  having  been  the  means  of  inducing  fo  refpediable  a  na- 
tion to  become  vafTals  to  our  fovereign,  and  allies  to  us.  The  Tlafcalan 
chief  then  invited  him  to  his  city,  which  Cortes  promifed  to  vifit  as 
foon  as  he  had  difpatched  his  bufiiiefs  with  the  ambaffadors  of  Mon- 
tezuma. At  the  conclufion  of  the  converfation  however,  Cortes  ad- 
dreffed  a  few  words  to  them  of  a  more  ferious  nature,  in  refped:  to  the 
offences  which  they  had  committed  againft  us,  warning  them  to  take 
care  of  their  conduct  in  future.  They  all  promifed  the  utmoft  fidelity, 
and  this  converfation  having  pafTed  in  the  prefence  of  the  ambaffadors 
of  Montezuma,  they  attempted  to  ridicule  the  credit  which  we  gave  to 
the  affurances  of  the  Tlafcalans,  which  they  afferted  were  fo  many  de- 
ceptions, their  intention  being  to  fall, on  and  murder  us  in  their  city. 
Cortes  replied,  that  any  fuch  attempt  would  bring  with  it  its  own 
punifhment,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  march  to  Tlafcala,  if  it 
were  only  in  order  to  afcertain  the  fincerity  of  the  people.  The  ambaf- 
fadors of  Montezuma  then  requefted  a  delay  of  fix  days,  to  obtain  far- 
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farther  ini^rudions.  This  Cortes  acceded  to;  for  which  he  had  two  mo- 
tives, firft,  his  flate  of  health,  fecondly,  becaufc  the  obfervations  of 
the  Mexican  ambafladors  afforded  grounds  for  ferious  rcfledtions.  He 
now  alfo  fent  to  Juan  de  Efcalante,  informing  him  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  requiring  fome  vefTels  of  facramental  wine,  which  had 
been  buried  in  a  certain  place,  and  alfo  fome  confecrated  bread,  that 
which  we  had  brought  with  us  being  ufed.  We  at  this  time  ere(5ted 
a  fumptuous  and  lofty  crofs  in  our  quarters,  and  Cortes  ordered  the 
people  of  Zumpacingo  to  purify  and  whitewafh  a  temple,  which  they 
accordingly  did. 

Our  friends  of  Tlafcala  brought  us  continually  ample  fupplies  of 
provifions,  fuch  as  fowls,  and  tunas  or  Indian  figs,  and  they  repeated 
their  invitations,  which  we  could  not  as  yet  accede  to,  confiflently  with 
the  engagement  which  we  had  made  to  the  Mexican  ambaffadors.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  time  which  Cortes  had  given,  fix  noblemen  fent 
by  the  great  Montezuma  arrived,  with  a  prefent  of  various  articles  in 
gold  to  the  value  of  three  thoufand  crowns,  and  two  hundred  rich 
mantles.  They  alfo  brought  a  meflage  of  a  congratulatory  nature,  and 
containing  the  mofl  carneft  requefl  and  advice,  by  no  means  to  go  to, 
or  trufl  the  people  of  Tlafcala.  Cortes  received  the  prefent  with  every 
expreflion  of  gratitude,  aflbring  them  that  he  would  repay  it  in  good 
works  to  their  monarch,  adding,  that,  as  to  the  Tlafcalans,  he  was 
thankful  for  the  warning,  and  if  they  attempted  any  treachery,  would 
make  them  pay  for  it  with  their  lives.  At  this  moment  he  received  in- 
telligence of  the  arrival  of  the  Tlafcalan  chiefs ;  he  therefore  requefled 
of  the  ambafladors  a  delay  of  three  days,  before  he  gave  his  anfwer  to 
them. 

The  ancient  chiefs  of  Tlafcala,  named  Maxicatzin,  and  Xicotenga 
the  elder,  a  blind  man,  together  with  Guaxolacima,  Chichimecatecle, 
and  Tecapaneca  of  Topeyanco,  now  arrived  at  our  flation,  borne  on 
hammocks,  in  litters,  and  on  men*s  backs,  attended  by  a  great  train. 
Saluting  Cortes  with  great  refpedt,  Xicotenga  the  blind  chief  addrellcd 
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him  faying,  that  they  had  often  fent  to  him,  to  requcft  pardon  for  their 
hoftilities,  which  they  afcribed  to  the  fufpicion  they  entertained  of  our 
being  allied  to  Montezuma.  But  now  we  know,  faid  he,  who,  and 
what  you  are,  we  would  go  down  to  the  coaft  to  invite  you  from  your 
(hips,  and  fweep  the  roads  before  youj  at  prefent  the  utmoft  we  can 
do  is,  to  rcqueft  your  company  in  our  city,  where  you  fhall  be  ferved  in 
every  manner  that  is  in  our  power.  We  at  the  fame  time  warn  you,  not 
to  give  credit  to  the  mifreprefentations  of  thefe  Mexicans,  who  are  in-r 
fluenced  by  the  malice  which  they  bear  to  us.  Cortes  returning  many 
thanks  to  them,  faid,  he  would  have  vifited  them  before  that  time,  but 
that  he  wanted  men  to  draw  his  cannon;  upon  which,  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  above  five  hundred  of  the  natives  were  alTembled  for  the 
purpofe,  and  early  in  the  morning  we  fet  out  upon  our  march,  attended 
by  the  Mexican  ambafladors,  by  the  requeft  of  Cortes,  who  kept  them 
near  him,  left  they  (hould  meet  with  any  infult.  Before  I  proceed,  I 
muft  mention,  that  from  this  time  the  natives  always  addreffed  Cortes 
by  the  name  of  Malintzin;  the  reafon  of  which  was,  that  Donna  Ma- 
rina being  our  linguift,  and  interpreting  to  Cortes,  they  gave  him  the 
name  of  Marina*s  captain,  which  in  their  pronunciation  was  perverted 
to  Malintzin.  We  entered  the  territory  of  Tlafcala  twenty- four  days 
before  our  arrival  at  the  chief  city,  which  was  on  the  twenty-third  of 
September  151 9. 

As  foon  as  the  chiefs  perceived  that  we  were  on  our  march,  they 
went  before  us  to  provide  our  lodgings,  and  when  we  approached  their 
city  they  came  out  to  meet  us,  bringing  their  daughters  and  female  re- 
lations; but  each  tribe,  or  divifion  of  inhabitants,  diftind;  and  feparate; 
for  it  feems  that  of  thefe  there  were  four,  exclufive  of  that  under  the 
government  of  Tecapaneca,  lord  of  Topeyanco.  Each  of  thefe  tribes 
was  diftinguifhed  by  a  different  uniform,  of  cloth  made  of  nequen,  for 
cotton  was  a  luxury  not  within  their  reach.  The  priefts  came  with 
their  incenfe  pots,  in  loofe  white  garments,  with  their  long  hair  matted 
and  clotted  with  blood  which  flowed  from  recent  cuts  in  their  ears, 
and  the  nails  upon  their  fingers  were  remarkably  long.     They  falutcd 
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Gortes  with  reverence,  and  the  people,  when  we  entered  the  town j^ 
crowded  upon  us  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  make  the  ftreets  hardly  pafTable, 
prefenting  to  Cortes  and  the  cavalry,  garlands  of  beautiful  and  odori- 
ferous flowers.  When  we  arrived  at  fome  large  courts,  in  the  apart- 
ments about  which  we  were  to  be  lodged,  the  two  chiefs  taking- Cortes 
by  the  hand,  brought  him  to  that  which  was  intended  for  him,  and 
every  Spanifh  foldier  was  accommodated  with  a  bed,  compofed  of  a 
mat,  and  clothes  made  of  nequen.  Our  allies  were  lodged  near  us, 
and  the  amballadors  of  Montezuma,  by  the  defire  of  Cortes,  in  the 
apartment  next  to  his  own.  Although  we  had  every  confidence  in  the 
fincerity  of  the  Tlafcalans,  yet  Cortes  never  permitted  the  leaft  relaxation 
in  military  duty ;  when  the  chiefs  obferved  this,  it  gave  them  a  jealoufy, 
as  they  thought  it  to  indicate  that  we  harboured  fufpicions  of  them, 
and  they  fpoke  to  Cortes  on  the  fubjed:  in  fuch  terms  as  convinced  us 
all  of  their  fincerity.  Cortes  replied  by  afTurances  of  his  perfect  reliance 
upon  their  truth,  and  alfo  informed  them,  that  it  was  merely  a  com- 
pliance with  the  cuftom  of  our  country. 

As  foon  as  an  altar  could  be  eredled,  Cortes  ordered  mafs  to  be 
faid  by  Fra.  Juan  Diaz,  the  Rev.  Father  Olmedo  being  ill  of  a  fever. 
At  this  many  of  the  native  chiefs  were  prefent,  and  after  it  was  ended 
Cortes  took  them  with  him  to  his  apartment,  attended  by  thofe  foldiers 
who  ufually  accompanied  him.  Xicotenga  the  elder  then  told  him, 
that  they  had  prepared  a  prefent  of  which  they  requefled  his  acceptance. 
Accordingly,  fome  pieces  of  gold,  and  of  cloth  were  produced,  not 
altogether  worth  twenty  crowns.  The  chief  then  addrefled  him,  ex- 
preffing  his  fear  that  he  would  defpife  fuch  a  paltry  offer,  but  that  their 
poverty,  and  the  extortions  of  Montezuma,  of  whom  they  were 'obliged 
to  puxchafe  peace  at  the  expence  of  all  they  pofTelTed,  were  the  caufes 
of  it..  Cortes  received  their  prefent  with  thanks,  faying,  that  little  as' 
it  was,  he  valued  it  more  from  them,  as  a  teflimony  of  friendfhip, 
than  if  others  had  given  him  a  houfe  full  of  gold.  Xicotenga  then 
propofed  to  him  an  alliance  between  our  two  nations,  and  that  we 
fhould  accept  their  daughters  in  marriage,  making  the  offer  of  his  own 
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to  Cortes.  Our  general  thanked  him'  for  "tHefe  marks  of  good  will, 
and  the  chiefs  remained  with  him  a  whole  day.  Xicotenga  who 
ihewed  particular  attachment  to  Cortes,  was  blind ;  he  was  curious  to- 
examine  with  his  hands,  his  head,  features,  and  beard,  which  the 
general  permitted  him  to  do. 

On  the  next  day  the  chiefs  brought  five  daughters  of  caciqucsy 
handfome  in.  comparifon  to  the  other  women  of  the  country,  well 
dreffed,  and  each  attended  by  a  female  Have.  Xicotenga  then  prefented 
his  own  daughter  to  Cortes,  defiring  him  to  ailign  the  r^fl  to  his  of- 
^cers.  Cortes  thanked  him,  but  obferved,  that  for  the  prefent  the 
ladies  muil:  remain  with  their  parents.  The  chief  alking  the  reafon 
why  he  would  not  receive  them  he  replied,  that  it  was  neceifary  firft  ta 
obey  the  mandates  of  our  Lord  God,  and  the  will  of  our  monarch  who 
had  fent  us  thither,  to  put  a  ftop  to  human  facrifices,  and  other  evil 
pra<5tices,  and  bring  them  to  the  true  faith  in  the  adoration  of  one  God. 
He  then  (hewed  the^n  a  beauteous  image  of  our  Lady,  with  her  pnecjous 
ion  in  her  arms,  and  explained  to  them  that  it  was  the  reprefentation  of 
the  holy  Mary,  who  is  in  the  heavens,  and  mother  to  our  Lord,  by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  **  Sine  peccato  concepta,"  and  that  fhe  is  our 
niediatrix  with  her  precious  (Qit,  who  is  our  Lord  God;^  then,  hid  he,, 
if  you  wifh  to  be  our  brethren,  and  that  we  fhould  intermarry  with  you, 
renounce  your  idolatrous  worfliip,  and  adore  our  Qod,  the  good  cffe(5ts 
of  which  you  will  foon  perceive  in  your  temporal  concerns,  and  thereby, 
after  this  life,  your  fouls  (hall  be  taken  into  heaven,  there  to  enjoy 
eternal  happinefs.  Whereas,  by  pcrfifting  in  the  worfliip  of  your  idols, 
which  are  cjevils,  yoii  will  be  drawn  by  them  to  their  infernal  pit,  there 
to  burn  eternally  in  flames  of  fire.  Cortes  after  an  excellent  harangue^ 
containing  much  more  matter  to  the  farrte  effedt,  which  was  perfe(ftly 
well  explained  by  our  interpreters,  here  ccafed  and  waited  their  anfwer,. 
which  was  given  by  the  chiefs  as  follows.  That  they  readily  believed 
all  that  they  had  heard  now,  and  before,  of  the  excelknee  of  our  God, 
and  his  faints,  and  that  they  hoped  in  time  to  underfband  more  upon 
the  fubje(9:  J.  that  in  regard  to  the  renunciation  of  their  ancient  religion,. 
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if  "they  were  to  do  it  in  their  old  age,  in  order  to  pleafe  us,  what  would 
their  priefls  and  the  riling  generation  think  of  them?  They  would  raife 
an  iafurrecftion;  the  more  fo,  as  the  priefts  had  already  confulted  their 
gods,  who  had  commanded  them  by  no  means  to  omit  their  human 
facrificcs,  and  other  ancient  cuftoms;  as  in  cafe  of  failure  in  the  ob- 
fervance  of  them,  they  would  punifli  the  country  with  famine,  pefti- 
fence,  and  war.  They  therefore  requefted  to  be  no  more  fpoken  to  on 
ihe  fubjedr,  as  they  could  not  renounce  their  gods  but  with  their  lives. 

When  the  Rev.  Father  Olmedo,  who  was  a  wife  man  and  good 
theologian,  heard  this,  he  advifed  Cortes  to  urge  it  no  farther  at  pre- 
fent,  being  adverfe  to  forced  converfions,  notwithflanding  it  had  been 
done  in  Cempoal.  He  alfo  obferved,  that  the  deflruiStion  of  their  idols 
was  a  fruitkfs  violence,  if  the  principle  was  not  eradicated  from  their 
minds  by  arguments,  as  they  would  find  other  idols  to  continue  their 
worfhip  to,  elfewhere.  Three  other  cavaliers,  Alvarado,  De  Leon,  and 
De  Lugo,  alfo  fpoke  to  Cortes  to  the  fame  eflfedt.  We  however  got 
one  of  the  temples  cleared  out,  and  erediing  an  altar,  converted  it  into  a 
chriilian  church,  and  here  the  ladies  deftined  to  be  the  brides  of  our 
officers  were  baptized.  The  daughter  of  Xicotenga  received  the  name 
of  Donna  Louifa,  and  was  taken  by  the  hand  by  Cortes,  who  prefented 
her  to  Alvarado,  telling  >her  father,  that  officer  was  his  brother:  at 
which  the  old  chief  exprelfed  his  entire  fatisfacflion.  The  niece  or 
daughter  of  Maxicatzin  was  given  to  Velafquez  de  Leon,  to  the  beft  of 
my  recollection :  fhe  was  very  handfome,  and  took  the  name  of  Donna 
Elvinaj  and.therefl  whofe  names  I  do  not  now  remember,  but  they 
were. all  Donnas,  were  affigned  to  De  Oli,  Sandoval,  and  Avila.  After 
the.ceremony,  the  reafon  of  the  erection  of  crofTes  was  explained  to  the 
natives,  as  being  done  in  order  to  terrify  and  expel  the  evil  fpirits  they 
worfhipped,  to  all  which  they  liflened  with  proper  attention.  Before  I 
proceed  farther  I  mufl  mention,  that  almofl  the  whole  province  of 
Tlafcala  paid  homage  and  made  prefents  to  Donna  Louifa:  Alvarado 
had  by  her  a  -fon  ^named  Don  Pedro,  and  a  daughter  named  Donna 
X^eonora,  wife  at  prefent  to  D.  Fra.  de  la  Cueva,  a  good  cavalier,  coufin 
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to  the  Duke  of  Albuquerque,  by  whom  (he  has  four  or  five  fons  all 
worthy  cavaliers ;  Donna  Leonora  herfelf  being  an  excellent  lady,  the 
true  defcendant  of  fuch  a  father,  who  was  in  right  of  Donna  Louifa, 
great  lord,  or  as  it,  were  fovereign,  in  Tlafcala. 

Cortes  now  obtained  in  a  converfation  with  Xicotenga  the  elder 
and  Maxicatzin,  confidcrable  information  relative  to  Mexico.  They 
told  him,  that  Montezuma  had  an  army  of  a  hundred  thoufand  war- 
riors ;  that  the  enmity  between  the  Mexicans  and  Tlafcalans  had  fub- 
fifted  above  a  hundred  years,  the  latter  having  formed  an  alliance  for 
mutual  protediion  with  the  people  of  Guaxocingo,  and  that  all  the  dif- 
tridls  which  Montezuma  had  brought  under  his  fubjedlion  were  difla- 
tisfied  with  his  tyranny,  and  inclined  to  favor  his  enemies.  They  faid 
that  the  people  from  whom  the  Tlafcalans  had  fuffered  moil,  were  thofe 
of  Cholula,  from  which  city,  the  troops  of  Montezuma  could  come 
by  furprife  upon  the  Tlafcalan  territory;  that  the  Mexican  garrifons 
occupied  all  the  cities  of  the  neighbouring  ftates,  who  were  obliged  to 
pay  tribute  to  their  monarch,  in  gold,  manufacftures,  and  vidlims  for 
facrifice;  and  in  fliort,  that  his  wealth  and  power  were  immenfe.  They 
informed  him  alfo  of  the  great  flrength  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  of  the 
lake,  and  the  caufeways  with  their  wooden  drawbridges.  They  farther 
defcribed  that  city  as  built  principally  in  the  water,  fo  that  there  was  no 
pafling  from  one  houfe  to  another  except  by  drawbridges  or  in  canoes, 
and  that  all  the  houfes  were  terraced  at  top,  and  defended  by  parapets. 
The  arms  of  the  Mexicans  they  defcribed  as  confifting  of  double-headed 
darts  thrown  by  a  kind  of  fling,  lances  with  double-edged  blades  .of 
an  ell  in  length,  made  of  ftone,  and  fharper  than  a  razor,  two-handed 
fwords  of  the  fame  material  and  conftrudion,  and  fliields.  The  Tlaf- 
calan chiefs  then  produced  for  our  infpecStion  large  cloths  of  nequen, 
whereon  were  painted  reprefcntations  of  their  various  battles.  The  dif- 
courfe  afterwards  turned  upon  themfelves  and  their  nation.  They  faid 
that  their  anceftors  had  told  them,  that  in  former  times  the  country  was 
inhabited  by  men  and  women  of  great  flature,  and  wicked  manners, 
whom  their  anceftors  had  at  length  extirpated ;  and  in  order  that  wc 
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might  judge  of  the  bulk  of  thefc  people,  they  brought  us  a  bone  which 
liad  belonged  to  one  of  them,  fo  large,  that  when  placed  upright  it  was 
as  high  as  a  middling  lized  man ;  it  was  the  bone  between  the  knee  and 
the  hip ;  I  ftood  by  it,  and  it  was  of  my  height,  though  I  am  as  tall 
as  the  generality  of  men.  They  brought  alfo  pieces  of  other  bones  of 
great  (ize,  but  much  confumed  by  time;  but  the  one  I  have  mentioned 
was-entire;  \vc  were  aftonifhed  at  thefe  remains,  and  thought  that  they 
certainly  demonJ[l:rated  the  former  exiftence  of  giants.  This  bone  we 
fent  to  Caftille  for  his  Majefly's  infp^(flion,  by  the  firft  perfons  who 
went  on  our  affairs  from  hence.  The  chiefs  alfo  told  us  how  their  idols 
had  prcdr<5led,  that  men  fhould  come  from  diftant  parts  where  the  fun 
rifes,  to  fubjugate  the  country,  and  that  they  believed  us  to  be  thofe  of 
whom  their  gods  had  fpoken.  Cortes  replied  that  it  certainly  was  the 
cafe,  that  we  were  fent  by  our  monarch  to  cultivate  friendfliip  with 
them,  and  that  he  hoped  we  iTiould  be  the  inftruments  of  their  falva- 
tion,  to  which  we  one  and  all  faid,  Amen. 

By  this  time  the  cavaliers  m.y  readers,  are  I  fear  tired  of  the  con- 
verfation  with  the  Tlafcalans;  I  muft  however  mention  fome  other 
thinjrs  which  occurred  here.  There  was  a  volcano  near  Guaxocinjro, 
which  at  this  time  threw  up  great  quantities  of  flames.  Captain  Diego 
de  Ordas  went  to  examine  it,  attended  by  two  foldiers  and  fome  prin- 
cipal Indians.  The  natives  were  afraid  to  approach  nearer  to  it  than 
the  temples  of  Popocatepeque,  but  De  Ordas  with  his  two  companions 
proceeding,  reached  the  fummit,  and  looked  down  into  the  crater, 
which  forms  a  circle  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  diameter;  from 
hence  they  alfo  had  the  firft  view  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  at  the  diftance 
of  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues.  This  was  thought  at  the  time  a  great 
achievement.  When  De  Ordas  went  to  Caftille,  he  obtained  permiflion 
from  his  Majefty,  to  bear  the  volcano  of  Guaxocingo  in  his  coat  of 
arms,  and  it  is  fo  borne  by  his  nephew  who  lives  in  La  Puebla.  This 
mountain  for  feveral  years,  until  1530,  did  not  throw  out  flames;  but 
at  that  period  it  raged  again  violently. 

In 
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In  this  town  of  TIafcala  we  found  wooden  cages,  where  they  con- 
fined and  fattened  their  vi<5lims.  Thefe  we  deflroyed,  releafing  the  un- 
fortunate prifoners,  Who  remained  with  us,  not  daring  to  venture  to  their 
homes.  Cortes  fpoke  in  very  angry  terms  to  the  chiefs  of  TIafcala 
upon  their  perfeverance  in  this  horrid  cuflom ;  they  promifed  amend- 
ment, but  what  availed  that,  when,  on,  our  backs  being  turned,  they 
immediately  reverted  to  their  old  abominations  ! 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Spanijh  Army  proceeds  on  its  march  to  Mexico. 


A 


.FTER  a  repofe  of  feventeen  days  in  Tlafcala,  it  was  determined  to 
profecute  our  march  to  Mexico.  Upon  this  fubjed:  much  difference  of 
opinion  exifted,  the  rich  fettlers  of  Cuba  being  very  adverfe  to  it.  The 
refolution  which  we  had  taken  grieved  our  friends  of  Tlafcala,  who 
earnellly  advifed  us  by  no  means  to  trufl  Montezuma  or  his  people, 
nor  their  fmooth  and  courteous  words  and  manners;  for  that  they  were 
treacherous  in  the  extreme,  and  would  either  retain  us  to  breed  men  for 
Montezuma*s  fervice,  or  in  a  favorable  hour,  would  fall  upon,  and 
deftroy  us.  But,  in  cafe  of  our  having  hoflilities  with  them,  they  ad- 
.vifed  us  to  kill  all,  neither  fparing  the  rifing  youth,  nor  the  aged  coun- 
fellor.  Cortes  thanked,  and  propofed  to  them,  an  amicable  treaty  with 
their  neighbours  the  Mexicans ;  but  they  would  not  hear  of  this, 
faying,  they  could  not  trufl:  thofe,  who  would  only  under  the  veil  of 
peace,  better  execute  their  treacherous  defigns.  In  regard  to  our  road, 
the  Mexican  ambaffadors  earneilly  recommended  that  by  Cholula;  but 
our  friends  of  Tlafcala  as  flrongly  advifed  us  by  no  means  to  go  that 
way,  but  by  Guaxocingo.  Neverthelefs  we  determined  to  go  by  Cho- 
lula, intending  to  remain  there,  until  we  could  by  negociation  obtain  a 
peaceable  entry  into  Mexico.  Cortes  therefore  fent  meflengers  to  that 
place,  to  inform  the  chiefs  of  his  intention,  and  exprefTing  his  diffatis- 
fadion  that  they  had  not  come  to  wait  upon  him. 

At  this  time  arrived  four  of  the  principal  nobility  of  Mexico,  with 
a  rich  prefent.  It  confifled  of  gold  to  the  value  of  ten  thoufand  crowns, 
and  ten  bales  of  the  fineft  mantles  of  feathers.  Having  faluted  Cortes 
with  the  profoundeft  refped:,  the  ambaffadors  delivered  the  meffage  of 

their 


their  monarch,  which  was  to  this  efFecft.  That  he  wondered  at  our 
ftay  amongfl  a  people  fo  poor  and  bafe  as  the  Tlafcalans,  who  were 
robbers,  and  unfit  even  for  flaves ;  and  he  earneftly  requefted  that  we 
would  immediately  vifit  his  capital.  Cortes  replied  afTuring  them  that 
he  would  fhortly  pay  his  refpedls  to  the  great  Montezuma,  requefting 
their  flay  with  him  during  the  interval.  He  alfo  determined  to  fend 
two  cavaliers  as  ambaffadors,  to  wait  on  Montezuma,  and  view  the  city 
of  Mexico.  The  pcrfons  he  pitched  on  were  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and 
B.  Vafquez  de  Tapia.  They  fet  out  on  their  journey,  accompanying 
the  former  Mexican  ambaffadors  who  had  hitherto  continued  with  us. 
I  was  at  this  time  ill  of  my  wounds,  and  of  a  fever;  and  therefore  in- 
capable of  obferving  exactly  all  that  pafTed,  but  I  know,  that  their 
going  thither  appeared  to  us  a  very  unwife  meafure,  and  in  confequence 
pf  our  remonflrances,  they  were  recalled. 

The  chiefs  of  Cholula  now  fent  us  four  men  of  low  condition, 
with  a  very  dry  and  uncourteous  anfwer  to  our  mefl'age,  and  without 
any  prefent  whatever.  This  evidently  appeared  to  be  done  in  contempt* 
and  Cortes  fent  notice  to  them,  that  if  their  chiefs  did  not  wait  upon 
him  in  three  days,  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  rebels;  but  that  in  cafe 
x>{  their  compliance,  he  would  be  happy  to  efteem  them  as  brothers, 
and  had  much  to  tell  them  of  great  importance.  They  then  fent  word 
that  they  dared  not  to  come  amongft  their  enemies  the  Tlafcalans,  who 
they  knew  had  mifreprefented  them  and  the  great  Montezuma  to  us ; 
but  they  requefted  that  we  would  vifit  their  city,  where  they  would 
give  us  an  honorable  reception.  When  the  Tlafcalans  faw  our  deter- 
mination to  accept  this  propofal  they  told  us,  that  fince  we  were  re- 
folved  to  negled:  their  advice,  they  expecSled  that  we  would  take  with 
us  ten  thoufand  of  their  befl  warriors.  This  was  thought  two  great  a 
number  for  a  peaceable  vifit;  we  however  agreed  to  take  two  thoufand, 
who  were  immediately  ready  to  attend  us. 

Being  well  prepared  againfl  whatever  might  happen,  we  now  fet 
out  on  our  march,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  river,  diflant  a  fhort 
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league:  from  Choluia,  where  a  flone  bridge  is  now  built  acrofs  k.  Here 
fome  of  the  chiefs  of  the  city  came  to  congratulate  us.  on  our  arrival. 
Continuing  our  march  on  the  next  day,  when  we  came  near  the  city, 
we  were  met  by  the  chiefs  and  prieits  in  a  body,,  all  drefled  in  cafTocks- 
of  cotton,  refembling  thofe  of  the  Zapotecans.  The  chiefs  prefented 
their  incenfe  to  Cortes,  and  after  apologizing  for  not  having  gone  to 
Tlafcala,  requeued  that  he  would  not  permit  fo  large  a  body  of  their 
ci^emies  to  enter  the  city.  This  appearing  reafonable,  Cortes  fent  Al- 
varado  and  De  Oli,  to  defire  our  allies  to  hut  thcmfelves  in  the  field, 
and  we  then  marched  on,  attended  only  by  the  Indians  of  Cempoal,  and 
thofe  who  drew  the  artiller)^  Before  he  entered  the  city  he  made 
known  to  thefe  people  the  objects  of  his  miilion,  as  has  been  already 
frequently  related.  They  replied  without  hefitation,  that  to  our  monarch 
they  were  perfed:ly  ready  to  yield  immediate  obedience,  which  they 
did ;  but  that  as  to  abandoning  their  ancient  religion,  they  could  not 
comply  with  any  fuch  demand.  When  we  entered  their  city,  we  were 
conducted  through  an  immenfc  crowd  .  which  filled  the  ftreets  and  ter- 
races, to  our  quarters  in  fome  large  apartments,  which  contained  us, 
our  allies  of  Cempoal,  and  thofe  who  conveyed  the  artillery  and 
baggage. 

During  the  time  W'e  flayed  here,  a  plot  was  concerted  by  the  am- 
baiTadors  of  Montezuma,  for  the  entry  of  twenty  thoufand  of  his  troops 
into  this  city,  to  fall  upon  us ;  and  fevcral  houfes  were  filled  with  the 
poles  and  leathern  collars,  in  w^hich  they  were  to  have  brought  us  pri^ 
ibncrs  to  Mexico,  but  that  God  was  pleafed  to  foil  their  dcfigns. 

For  the  firfl  two  days,  we  were  entertained  as  well  as  we  could 
wifh,  but  on  the  third  we  received  no  provifionS,  nor  did  either  chief  or 
priefl  make  his  appearance.  The  few  inhabirants  that  we  faw,  alfo, 
withdrew  from  us  with  a  myfterious  kind  of  fneer  in  their  faces,  and 
Cortes  at  this  time  applying  to  the  ambaffadors  ro  procure  for  us  our 
provifions  as  ufual,  all  that  we  obtained  was  a  little  wood  and  water, 
conveyed  by  fome  old  men,  who  told  us  that  no  maize  was  to  be  had. 

On 


'On  this  day  ambafladors  amvcd  from  Montezuma,  who,  in  very  dif- 
•rcfpedtftil  terms,  forbid  our  approach  to  Mexico,  and  required  an  im- 
mediate anfwcr.     Cortes  mildly  exprefled  his  furprife  at  this  alteration; 
he  made  them  a  prefent,  and  requeued  a  fhort  delay,  which  they  ac- 
ceded to.     He  then  fummoning  his  foldiers,  warned  us  to  be  aikrt,  for 
:tliat  he  fufpedted  fome  great  treachery.     The  chiefs  having  rcfuled  to 
attend  him,  he  immediately  fent  fome  foldiers  to  a  great  temple  hard  by 
our  quarters,  with  orders  to  bring,  as  quietly  as  they  could,  two  of  the 
priefts.     In  this  they  fucceeded  without  any  difficulty,  and  the  priefts 
being  brought  before  the  general,  he  made  a  prefent  to  each,  and  then 
enquired  the  reafon  of  thefe  extraordinary  appearances.     One  of  them 
was  a  perfon  of  rank,  and  authority  over  all  the  temples  of  the  city,  in 
the  manner  of  a  bilhop;  this  perfon  aflured  him,  that  if  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  fpeaking  to  the  chiefs,  he  could  perfuade  them  to  come ; 
and  being  difmiffed  for  this  purpofe,  he  was  as  good  as  his  word,  for 
he 'foon  returned  accompanied  by  feveral  of  them.     Cortes  firfl  afked 
the  caufe  of  the  change  in  their  behaviour ;  he  then  demanded  an  im- 
jncdiate  fupply  of  proviiions,  and  alfo  a  number  of  their  people  for  the 
enfuing  day,  to  convey  the  baggage  and  artillery.     The  chiefs  appeared 
confounded,  but  at  length  promifed  to  fend  in  provifions;  though  they 
faid  they  had  been  forbidden  by  Montezuma,  and  that  he  was  not  fati^- 
fied  that  we  fhould  go  any  farther.     Juft  at  thistime  three  of  our  friends 
df  Cempoal  called  out  the  general,  and  informed  him,   that  they  had 
difcovercd  hard  by  our  quarters,  pitfdls  covered  with  wood  and  earth, 
and  that  clearing  away  the  earth,  and  looking  into  one  of  them,  they 
had  found  it  fet  with  fharp  flakes;  that  the  terraces  of  all  the  houfes 
were  filled  with  flones  and  parapeted  with  fods,  and  that  they  had  feen 
a  barricade  of  ftrong  timber  in  one  of  the  ftreets.     At  this  inflant  ar- 
rived alfo  eight  Tlafcalans,  from  their  army  which  was  lying  in  the 
field;  they  warned  Cortes  againfl  the  intended  attack,  for  it  had  come 
to  their  knowledge,  that  the  people  of  the  place  had,  oh  the  preceding 
night,  facrificed  to  their  war  god  feven  victims,  £ve  of  whom  were 
children,  and  they  had  alfo  obferved,  that  they  were  withdrawing  their 
women,  children,  and  effedts,  from  the  place. 

Hereupon 
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Hereupon  Cortes  fent  orders  to  the  Tlafcalans  to  hold  themfelves  in 
rcadinefs,  and  rejoining  the  chiefs  and  priefts  of  the  town,  he  defired 
them  to  be  under  no  apprehenfion,  but  warned  them  not  to  deviate 
from  their  obedience,  on  pain  of  inflant  punifhment.  He  then  de- 
manded of  them  two  thoufand  of  their  warriors  to  accompany  him  on 
his  march,  on  the  enfuing  day ;  this  they  readily  promifed,  thinking 
that  it  would  tend  to  facilitate  their  projecfls ;  they  therefore  took  their 
leave  very  well  contented,  and  fent  notice  of  our  intentions  to  all  thofe 
concerned  with  them.  Cortes  then  fent  Donna  Marina  to  bring  back 
the  two  priefts  whom  he  had  before  fpoken  to.  In  this  (lie  fucceeded, 
and  Cortes  obtained  from  them  the  following  intelligence. 

They  told  him,  that  Montezuma,  on  our  approach  to  Mexico, 
had  become  very  unfettled  in  his  mind,  fometimes  ordering  that  we 
fhould  be  received  with  honor,  and  at  other  times  that  we  fhould  not 
be  permitted  to  pafs ;  but  that  having  lately  confulted  his  gods,  they 
had  declared,  that  here  in  Cholula  we  were  all  to  be  put  to  death,  or 
made  prifoners,  for  which  purpofe  he  had  fent  twenty  thoufand  of  his 
troops,  one  half  of  which  number  was  in  the  city,  and  the  other  con- 
cealed half  a  league  from  it.  ,  That  the  plan  of  their  attack  was  fettled, 
and  that  twenty  of  us  were  allotted  to  be  facrificed  to  the  gods  of  Cholula, 
Cortes  rewarded  them  handfomely,  and  enjoining  ftrid:  fecrefy,  defired 
them  to  bring  to  him  all  the  chiefs,  at  the  time  he  appointed.  He  then 
fummoned  a  council  of  the  ablefl  and  wifefl  foldiers  of  his  army,  fomc 
of  whom  were  for  returning  immediately,  and  others  propofed  varioua 
meafures,  but  at  length  all  agreed  in  the  necefTity  of  feverely  punifhing 
this  treachery,  as  an  example  to  other  places.  It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined, that  we  fhould  carry  on  the  appearance  of  our  intended  march, 
preparing  our  baggage,  and  concealing  our  other  meafures,  and  that 
within  the  high  walls  of  the  courts  where  we  were  quartered,  punifh- 
ment fhould  be  inflicted  on  the  Cholulans.  With  the  ambafTadors  of 
Montezuma  it  was  thought  mofl  prudent  to  diffemble;  we  therefore 
Jtold  them  of  our  having  difcovered  the  treafon  of  the  people,  who  had 
afperfed  Montezuma,  as  being   the  author  of  it;  and   we  propofed 

to 
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to  them,  to  have  no  more  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants,  but  to  retire 
to  the  apartment  of  Cortes.  They  folemnly  declared  their  ignorance 
of  the  tranfadiion,  and  contrary  to  their  incHnation  we  now  put  them 
under  a  good  guard,  for  the  night,  during  which  our  whole  force  re- 
mained under  arms. 

Gn  this  night,  »the  wife  of  a  cacique,  an  old  woman,  who  was 
acquainted  with  the  plot,  came  fecretly  to  Donna  Marina  whofe  ap- 
pearance had  attracted  her  regard,  and  invited  her  to  her  own  houfe,  as 
a  place  of  fccurity  from  the  danger  which  was  ready  to  overwhelm  us, 
making  at  the  fame  time  a  propofal  to  her,  to  accept  as  a  hufband,  her 
fon,  the  brother  of  a  boy  who  accompanied  her.  Donna  Marina,  with 
a  profufion  of  thanks,  and  with  her  ufual  acutenefs  and  prefence  of 
mind,  agreed  to  all  that  (he  propofed,  but  faid  that  (he  wanted  fome  one 
with  whom  to  entruft  her  eftedls.  She  then  obtained  information  of 
every  particular  of  the  bufinefs,  all  which  the  old  woman  informed  her 
(he  had  learned  from  her  hufband,  who  was  chief  of  one  of  the  divifions 
of  the  city,  and  was  then  with  his  warriors,  giving  diredlions  for  their 
jundion  with  the  Mexican  forces.  She  added,  that  (he  had  known  it 
three  days  before,  in  confequence  of  prefents  which  had  been  fent  from 
Mexico  to  the  different  chiefs,  her  hufband  having  received  at  that  time 
a  golden  drum.*  Donna  Marina,  defiring  this  woman  and  her  fon  to  re- 
main where  they  were  and  take  care  of  her  effects,  haflened  to  Cortes, 
and  informed  him  of  all  that  had  pafled,  and  that  the  perfon  from 
whom  (he  had  the  information  was  in  her  apartment ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  Cortes  immediately  fent  for  her,  and  the  woman  on  being 
brought  into  his  prefence  confirmed  all  that  fhe  had  faid  to  Donna  Ma- 
rina, and  which  exactly  agreed  with  the  other  information  he  had 
received. 

When  day  broke,  the  hurry  of  the  chiefs,  priefls,  and  people,  and 
the  fatisfa<5lion  which  appeared  in  their  countenances,  were  as  great  as 
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if  they  already  had  us  in  their  cages.  They  brought  many  more  of 
their  warriors  to  attend  us  than  we  had  required,  infomuch  that  the 
courts,  which  remain  at  this  day  as  a  memorial  of  the  event,  large  as 
they  were,  could  not  contain  them.  We  were  all  prepared  for  what 
was  to  be  done,  the  foldiers  armed  with  fword  and  buckler  were  placed 
at  the  gate  of  the  great  court,  in  order  to  prevent  any  one  from  efcaping, 
and  our  general  was  on  horfeback,  attended  by  a  flrong  guard.  When 
he-faw  how  the  people  crowded  in  he  exclaimed,  **  How  anxious  arc 
**  thefe  traitors  to  feafi:  upon  our  flefh  1  But  God  will  difappoint  them." 
He  fent  dire<5lions  to  the  two  priefts  who  had  given  the  information,  to 
go  immediately  to  their  houfes,  and  this  he  did  in  order  to  fave  their 
lives;  then,  caufing  the  reft  of  the  priefts,  and  all  the  chiefs  to  be 
brought  to  him,  he  calmly  afked  them  what  was  their  reafon  for 
plotting  to  deftroy  us,  and  what  we  had  done,  more  than  require  them 
to  abandon  their  abominable  cuftoms,  and  endeavour  to  inftrud:  them 
in  the  articles  of  our  holy  faith;  and  that  for  thefe  reafons  only,  they 
had  made  preparations  to  cut  us  all  off.  That  their  evil  intentions  ap- 
peared by  their  having  withdrawn  the  women  from  the  town,  and  that 
when  we  required  the  provifions  which  they  withheld  from  us,  they 
had  infulted  us  by  fending  in  wood  and  water.  He  faid  that  he  knew 
of  the  ambufcade  that  was  placed  upon  the  road  which  they  expected 
us  to  go,  and  that  the  recompenfe  which  they  intended  for  our  holy  ■ 
and  friendly  fervices  was,  to  kill  and  eat  us,  for  which  purpofe  the 
pots  were  already  boiling,  and  prepared  with  fait,  pepper,  and  tomatas. 
That  if  they  were  determined  to  attack  us,  it  was  better  to  do  it  in  a 
manly  way,  as  the  Tlafcalans  did;  he  added,  that  he  alfo  knew  that 
twenty  of  us  were  to  be  facrificed  to  their  idols,  to  whom  they  had  made 
a  propitiatory  offering  of  feven  of  their  brethren;  but  tl-ie  vidory  the 
idols  had  promifed  them,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  give,  and  the 
effed:s  of  their  treafon  were  now  ready  to  fall  on  their  own  heads. 

This  being  fucceffively  explained  to  the  natives  by  Donna  Marina, 
they  confeffed  the  whole  of  the  charge,  but  faid  that  it  was  planned 
entirely  by  the  orders  of  Montezuma.     Cortes  replied,  that  fuch  crimes 
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were  never  fufFercd  to  pafs  without  piinifhment,  and  he  then  commanded 
a  mufket  to  be  fired,  as  the  figiral  for  flauglitcr^  which  was  waited  for 
by  ns,  who  were  as  I  have  related  well  prepared,  and  failing  upon  tlie 
multitude  then  inclofcd  within  the  courts,  we  executed  their  punifli- 
ment  on  them  in  a  manner  that  they  will  ever  remember  j  for  a  number 
of  t'hem  were  killed  by  us  inftantly,  and  many  afterwards  burned  alive, 
very  contrary  to  the  expcdlations  tliey  had  formed  from  the  promifes  of 
their  gods/f-  Within  two  hours  our  allies  the  Tlafcalans  arrived,;  and 
made  a  defpcrate  flaughter  of  them  in  the  ftreets,  and  as  loon  as  the 
Cholulans  had  ceafcd  to  make  refinance,  the  former  ra\  aged  the  city, 
plimdering  and  making  them  flaves  without  our  having  it  in  our  power 
to  prevent  them;  and  on  tlie  day  after,  when  the  intelligence  had 
reached  Tlafcala,  fre(h  hordes  crowded  hither  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
It  was  now  abfolutely  necelTar}^  to  reftiain  them  at  all  ri(ks :  Cortes 
therefore  ordered  the  chiefs  to  withdraw  their  troops,  which  they  im- 
mediat^ily  did,  and  foon  after,  fome  priefts  and  chieftains  who  prefided 
over  other  parts  of  the  town,  which  they  alledged  not  to.  have  been 
engaged  in  the  confpiracy,  waited  on  us,  and  requefted  a  remillion  of 
punifhment.  The  two  priefts  formerly  mentioned,  and  the  old  woman 
who  was  fo  anxious  to  be  the  mother-in-law  of  Donna  Marina,  came 
alfo,  and  petitioned  to  the  fame  effed;.  Cortes  appeared  greatly  enraged, 
and  calling  for  the  Mexicafi  ambaffadors,  declared  in  their  prefence,  that 
if  he  did  not  deftroy  the  whole  city  as  it  deferved,  it  was  out  of  refpedt 
to  the  great  Montezuma,  whofe  vafTals  the  inhabitants  were;  but  that 
for  his  fake  he  pardoned  them.  He  then  commanded  the  Tlafcalans  to 
deliver  up  thofe  whom  they  had  made  prifoners  :  this,  however  un- 
willingly, they  in  a  great  meafurc  complied  with,  many  perfons  being 
fet  at  liberty,  but  after  all  they  retained  a  good  booty  of  gold,  mantles, 
cotton,  fait,  and  flaves.  An  amnefty  for  the  paft  being  proclaimed, 
and  Cortes  having  reconciled  the  Tlafcalans  and  Cholulans,  the  latter 
fuggefted  that  they  Were  apprehenfive  our  general  would  appoint  their 
new  chief,  vthe  former  one  having  been  put  to  death.     Cortes  upon 
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this  enquired  who  was  the  regular  fucceffor,  and  being  informed  that 
it  was  the  brother  of  the  late  head  cacique,  he  appointed  him  to  the 
chieftainry.  As  foon  as  the  inhabitants  had  returned,  and  order  was 
reftored,  he  fummoned  together  all  the  priefts  and  chiefs,  in  order  to 
exhort  them  upon  the  fubjecfl  of  religion,  advifing  them  to  renounce 
their  odious  pradices,  and  as  an  inftance  of  the  inefficacy  of  their  idols, 
he  reminded  them  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  lately  deceived 
by  their  falfc  promifes.  He  therefore,  propofed  that  they  (hould  be 
pulled  down  and  broken  to  pieces,  and  an  altar  and  crofs  eredted  ia 
their  place.  The  latter  was  immediately  done,  but  as  to  the  proflratioa 
of  the  idols,  by  the  advice  of  the  reverend  father  it  was  poftponed  for  a 
time,  from  motives  of  prudence,  and  a  juft  confideration  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  our  fituation. 

The  city  of  Cholula  much  refembled  Valladolid,  being  in  a  fertile 
plain,  very  thickly  inhabited;  it  is  furrounded  by  fields  of  maize,  pep- 
per, and  maguey.  They  had  an  excellent  manufadure  of  earthenware, 
of  three  colours,  red,  black,  and  white,  painted  in  different  patterns, 
with  which  Mexico  and  all  the  neighbouring  countries  were  fupplied, 
as  Caftille  is  by  thofc  of  Talavera  and  Plafencia.  The  city  had  at  that 
time  above  a  hundred  lofty  white  towers,  which  were  the  temples  of 
their  idols,  one  of  which  was  held  in  peculiar  veneration.  The  prin- 
cipal temple  was  higher  than  that  of  Mexico,  and  each  of  thefe  buildings 
was  placed  in  a  fpacious  court. 

The  Mexican  troops  which  had  been  ported  in  ambufcade,  with 
ramparts  and  trenches  to  oppofe  to  the  cavalry,  hearing  what  had  hap- 
pened to  their  aflbciates,  made  a  rapid  retreat  to  their  city,  and  carried 
the  news  to  their  monarch ;  but  he  had  already  heard  his  misfortune 
from  two  of  his  ambafladors  who  had  been  with  us.  It  is  faid  that  he 
immediately  ordered  a  facrifice  to  his  gods,  and  fhut  himfelf  up  at  his 
devotions  for  two  entire  days,  with  ten  of  his  chief  priefts,  in  order  to 
obtain  an  anfwcr  from  them,  relative  to  his  future  defliny.  The  reply 
which  they  gave  was  to  this  effect ;  that  he  (hould  fend  an  embafly  to 
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exculpate  himfelf  in  regard  to  what  had  pafTed,  and  to  invite  us  into 
Mexico,  where,  by  cutting  off  the  water,  or  raifing  the  bridges,  he 
could  eafily  deftroy  us,  or  retain  us  for  breed.  The  news  of  our  late 
fucceffes  fpread  rapidly,  and  the  natives  were  more  than  ever  convinced 
•that  we  were  beings  poflefTed  of  a  preternatural  power  and  intelligence. 
My  readers  will  be  perhaps  by  this  time  as  tired  of  the  detail  of  the 
tranfa(5lion  of  Cholula,  as  I  am  of  writing  it.  I  mud  however  men- 
tion the  cages  full  of  men  and  boys  fattening  for  facrifice,  which  were 
in  this  city.  All  thefe  Cortes  deftroyed,  and  fent  the  poor  prifoners  to 
their  homes,  giving  politive  orders  to  the  priefts  to  defift  from  the 
practice  in  future,  which  they  promifed  that  they  would,  but  what 
fignified  their  promifes ! 

This  which  I  have  related  is  the  reality  of  the  endlefs  ftory  of  the 
Lord  Bilhop  of  Chiapa,  F.  Bart,  de  las  Cafas,  who  fays  we  put  thefe 
people  to  death  merely  for  paftime;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  certain 
reverend  Francifcans,  after  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  being  fome  of  the 
firft  his  Majefly  fent  to  New  Spain,  went  to  Cholula  on  purpofe  to 
make  the  ftridtell  enquiry  ;  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  they  found 
the  affair  to  have  happened  exacftly  as  I  have  related  it.  If  this  punifh- 
ment  had  not  taken  place  our  lives  would  have  been  in  the  greatefl  danger, 
and  had  we  been  deilroyed  this  country  of  New  Spain  would  not  have 
been  fo  eaiily  gained,  or  a  fecond  expedition  attempted;  or  if  it  had,  it 
might  have  failed  of  fuccefs,  as  the  natives  would  have  defended  their 
coafts,  and  have  thus  remained  for  ever  in  their  idolatry.  I  have  heard 
a  reverend  Francifcan  named  Fray  Torribio  de  Motilinea  fay,  that  if  the 
punifhment  could  have  been  avoided,  and  that  there  had  been  no  caufe 
given  for  it,  it  would  have  been  better ;  but  that  lince  it  was  done, 
good  effecfls  had  refulted,  as  the  natives  were  thereby  convinced  of  the 
falfehood  and  deception  of  their  idols,  which  they  in  confequence  de- 
fpifed,  as  a  proof  of  which  they  afterwards  took  down  the  principal 
one,  putting  another  in  its  place. 

Having  now  pafled  fourteen  days  in  the  city  of  Cholula,  Cortes 
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fummoncd  a  council  compofcd  of  certain  officers  and  foldicrs,  men  of 
equal  valour  and  wifdom,  and  his  particular  friends,  for  without  our 
advice  he  entered  upon  no  meafure  of  confequence,  and  it  was  thereby 
determined,  to  fend  a  refpedlful  mcflage  to  the  great  Montezuma,  and 
to  inform  him  that  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  our  king  we  were 
on  our  way  to  pay  our  refped:s  to  him  in  perfon.  We  then  related  the 
tranfadtion  of  Cholula,  where  the  treafon  which  was  meditated  againfl 
us  had  come  in  fufficient  time  to  our  knowledge,  from  which  nothing 
that  concerned  us  could  be  concealed,  adding,  that  if  wc  had  not 
puniOied  it  to  the  full  extent,  it  was  only  out  of  refped:  to  him,  whofe 
vafl'als  the  people  of  that  city  were;  that  the  chiefs  and  priefts  had  in- 
formed us,  that  what  they  did  was  at  his  inftigation,  which  we  could 
not  believe  of  fo  great  a  prince,  after  the  proffers  of  friendfhip  which 
he  had  made  to  us,  for  that  had  he  been  inclined  to  hoftiiity,  he  would 
have  met  us  in  the  field,  but  that  in  the  cafe  of  a  battle,  field  or  town, 
day  or  night,  was  alike  to  us. 

The  Mexican  monarch  was  very  doubtful  and  penlive,  when  he 
confidered  the  events  which  had  palTed.  After  a  variety  of  determina- 
tions he  at  length  fent  to  us  fix  of  his  firfl  nobility,  with  a  prefent  of 
gbld  to  the  value  of  two  thoufand  crowns,  and  feveral  bales  of  fine 
mantles.  When  the  ambafladors  came  into  the  prefence  of  Cortes, 
fainting  him  with  profound  refped:,  they  delivered  a  meflage  from  their 
monarch,  wherein  he  laboured  to  exculpate  himfelf  in  regard  to  what 
had  happened  in  Cholula,  and  concluded  by  inviting  us  to  his  court. 
Cortes  entertained  thefe  perfons  with  his  ufual  politenefs,  and  retaining 
three  of  them  to  go  with  us  as  guides,  fent  the  others  back  to  inform 
their  monarch  that  he  was  fetting  out  upon  his  march.  When  the 
TIafcalan  chiefs  heard  our  determination,  they  renewed  to  Cortes  their 
warnings  to  beware  of  Mexican  treachery,  but  added,  that  if  he  was 
determined  to  proceed,  they  would  fend  with  him  ten  thoufand  of  their 
warriors.  Cortes  thanking  them  obferved,  that  fuch  a  body  would 
not  accord  well  with  an  amicable  vifit,  but  requefled  one  thoufand  men 
for  the  baggage  and  artillery,  which  number  was  inftantly  provided. 
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Out  faithful  allies  of  Cempoal  being  apprehenfive  of  the  vengeance  of 
the  Mexicans,  now  petitioned  for  leave  to  retuni  to  their  homes. 
Gortcs  difmiiled  them  with  handlbme  prefents,  and  having  written  to 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  informing  him  of  his  determination,  we  fet  forward 
on  our  march. 

We  quitted  Cholula  in  great  regularity,  fending  out  our  cavalry 
patroles  to  reconnoitre,  fupported  by  light  infantry,  our  arms  in  order, 
and  the  cavalry  by  threes  in  front.     Marching  on  thus,   **  With  the 
"  heard  always  upon  the  fhoulder,"  we  arrived  at  a  little  place  called 
the  hamlet  of  Ifcalpan,  in  a  mountainous  ridge  in  the  dillnd:  of  Guaxo- 
cingo,  four  leagues  diflant  from  Cholula,  where  wc  were  met  by  the 
chiefs,  accompanied  by  others  who  inhabit  the  fkirts  of  the  volcano. 
They  brought  prefents  of  provifions  and  gold,  of  trifling  value,  telling 
Cortes  he  fhould  receive  it,  not  confidering  how  much  it  was  worth, 
but  the  inclination  of  thofc  who  gave  it.     They  advifed  us  againfi 
going  to  Mexico,  as  being  a  very  flrong  city  and  the  inhabitants  war- 
like, and  they  alfo  told  us^  that  on  afcending  the  next  mountain,  we 
(hould  iind  two  roads,  very  broad,  one  whereof  went  to  a  place  called 
Chalco,  the  other  to  Talmanalco,  both,  places  fubjed:  to  the  Mexicans. 
That  the  one  road  was  very  open  and  convenient,  the  other  difficult, 
being  obftrudted  by  large  pine  trees  felled  acrofs  it,  and  that  the  fiffl: 
mentioned  road,  had  an  ambufcade  of  Mexicans  laid  hard  by  it,  amcmg 
feme  rocks,  in  order  to  fall  upon  us  as  we  paiTed;  they  therefore  recom- 
mended us  to  go  by  that  where  the  trees  had  been  felled,  offering  to 
fend  a  number  of  their  people  to  clear  it.    Cortes  exprefled  his  gratitude 
for  their  advice,  faying  that  by  God's  permiilion  he  would  purfue  his 
route,  accordingly. 

Early  on  the  morniiig  of  the  next  day  we  fet  forward  on  our  march, 
and  reached  the  fummit  of  the  ridge  about  twelve  o'clock,  where  we 
found  the  roads  as  they  had  been  defcribed  to  us,  fome  of  the  felled 
trees  being  to  be  fecn  at  this  day.  Here  we  halted  a  little  in  order  to 
confider  how  we  ihould  proceed,  and  Cortes  calling  upon  the  ambafla- 
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dors  of  the  great  Montezuma,  enquired  of  tliem  the  meaning  of  thefe 
appearances.  They  replied,  that  we  (hould  take  that  road  which  led  to 
Chalco,  where  we  fhould  be  well  received,  and  that  the  other  road  was 
longer  and  more  difficult.  Hereupon  Cortes  faid,  that  he  would  not- 
withftanding  prefer  it,  and  our  Indian  allies  clearing  the  way  before  us, 
we  proceeded  up  the  mountain,  where  the  weather  was  exceedingly 
cold,  and  prefently  came  a  very  heavy  fall  of  fnow,  fo  that  the  whole 
country  was  covered  with  it.  After  fome  time  we  arrived  at  certain 
houfes  which  are  for  the  purpofe  of  lodging  travellers,  where  we  halted, 
and  found  provifions  in  plenty.  Having  placed  our  guards,  we  refted 
for  that  night,  and  continued  our  march  in  the  morning,  and  at  the 
hour  of  high  mafs  arrived  at  the  town  of  Talmanaico,  where  we  had 
an  hofpitable  reception.  The  people  of  the  neighbouring  diftridbs,  that 
is  to  fay  of  Chalco,  Mecameca,  and  Acingo  where  the  canoes  are  kept, 
waited  on  Cortes  here  with  a  prefent  of  gold  worth  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  crowns,  fome  mantles,  and  eight  women.  Cortes  received 
them  kindly,  promifing  them  his  friendlhip,  and  a  number  of  the  na- 
tives being  now  colle(5ted,  he  defired  the  reverend  father  of  the  order  of 
mercy  to  explain  to  them  the  doctrines  of  our  holy  faith,  and  require 
them  to  renounce  their  idolatrous  worfliip ;  he  alfo  informed  them  of 
the  great  power  of  pur  monarch,  and  that  we  came  in  his  name  to 
redrefs  wrongs.  When  the  people  heard  this,  they  began  to  make  fe- 
cret  complaints  of  the  tyranny  of  Montezuma,  who  deprived  them  of 
their  wives  and  daughters  if  handfome,  and  took  the  men  to  work  like 
Haves,  compelling  them  to  convey  for  him,  ftones,  timber,  and  corn,- 
and  feizing  their  lands  for  the  fervice  of  his  idols.  Cortes  condoled 
with  them  in  kind  words,  defiring  them  to  have  patience  for  the  pre- 
fent, and  that  they  (houJd  foon  be  redreifed.  He  then  defired  that  fome 
might  go,  and  report  to  him  the  ftate  of  the  road,  but  they  told  him 
there  was  no  occafion,  as  it  was  perfedly  clear. 

Juft  as  we -were  fetting  out  attended  by  twenty  Indians  from  this 
place,  four  of  the  principal  nobility  of  Mexico  arrived,  and  having 
paid  their  compliments,  and  delivered  their  prefents,  thus  addrefifed 
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Cortes.  **  Malintzin,  this  prefent  our  monarch  fends  you,  faying, 
how  grieved  he  is  that  you  fhpuld  take  fo  much  trouble  in  coming 
from  a  diftant  country  to  fee  him,  and  that  he  has  already  told  you 
he  will  give  you  gold,  filver,  and  chalchihuis  for  your  Teules, 
on  condition  that  you  will  not  approach  Mexico.  He  now  repeats 
his  requeft,  and  promifes  that  he  will  fend  after  you,  a  great  treafurc 
of  gold,  filver,  and  jewels,  for  your  king,  four  loads  of  gold  for 
yourfelf,  and  a  load  for  each  of  your  brethren,  on  condition  you 
return  immediately ;  for  as  to  advancing  to  Mexico,  that,  you 
cannot  do,  as  the  whole  force  of  the  Mexican  warriors  is  in  arms 
againft  you :  and  moreover,  there  is  no  good  road  thither,  nor  arc 
proviiions  to  be  had."  Cortes  embraced  the  ambaffadors  with  much 
urbanity,  and  returned  his  thanks  for  the  prefent,  faying,  that  he  was 
furprifed  to  find  the  great  Montezuma  fo  variable  in  his  mind.  In  re- 
gard to  his  oflfers  of  treafure  for  the  emperor,  he  thanked  him,  and  for 
what  had  been  received,  faid  he  hoped  to  pay  in  future  fervices;  but 
fubmitted'to  him,  how  he  could  pofTibly  turn  back,  when  fb  near  his 
royal  refidence,  without  taking  that  opportunity  of  paying  his  refpedts, 
and  obeying  his  maflers  orders ;  and  begged  him  alfo  to  confider,  what 
opinion  he  would  entertain  of  perfons  he  had  fent  on  fimilar  bufinefs, 
fhould  they  a6t  in  the  manner  he  required  us  to  do.  To  his  capital,' 
our  monarch  expe(fted  we  fhould  go,  and  therefore  it  was  ufelefs  to 
fend  any  more  fuch  meflages,  for  he  muft  wait  upon  his  Majefly,  and 
deliver  his  meffage  to  him  in  perfon :  and  afterwards,  if  our  remaining 
there  was  not  agreeable,  he  would  obey  his  orders,  and  return  to  the 
place  from  whence  he  came. 

Having  thus  difpatched  Montezuma*s  ambaffadors  we  continued 
our  march.  Our  allies  had  informed  us  that  Montezuma  was  to  permit 
us  to  enter  the  city,  and  there  put  us  all  to  death;  this  we  well  knew, 
and  being  like  other  mortals  fond  of  our  lives,  it  filled  us  with  melan- 
choly thoughts.  Recommending  our  fouls  therefore  to  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl,  who  had  brought  us  through  our  pafl  dangers,  we  proceeded, 
and  halted  at  a  place  called  Iztapalatengo,  one  half  of  the  houfes  of 
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.which  is  in  the  w^tcr,  and  tlie  othcj  half  on  firm  ground,  hard  by  a 
little  ridge  of  hills,  where  there  U  now  an  inn. 

Early  in  the  morning,  when  we  were  on  the  point  of  marching, 
a  centinel  came  to  inform  us,  that  a  great  number  of  Mexicans,  richly 
drefled,  were  upon  the  road.  Cortes  therefore  ordered  us  to  return  into 
our  quarters,  and  at  that  inflant  four  of  the  principal  courtiers  of  Mexico 
arrived,  and  waiting  on  Cortes  with  great  refpedt  informed  him,  that 
Cacamat2in  lord  of  Tezcuco,  the  nephew  of  the  great  Montezuma,  was 
approaching,  and  requefled  that  he  would  wait  to  receive  him.  Caca- 
matzin  followed  in  the  greatefl  pomp,  carried  in  a  magnificent  litter 
adorned  with  green  plumes,  and  enriched  with  jewels,  fet  in  the 
branched  pillars  of  folid  gold.  He  was  borne  by  eight  lords,  who 
affifted  him  out  of  the  litter,  and  fwept  the  way  by  which  he  was  to 
pafs.  When  he  came  intro  the  prefence  of  Cortes  he  faid  to  him, 
"  Malintzin,  here  am  I  and  thofe  lords  to  attend  you  to  your  refidence 
**  in  our  city,  by  order  of  the  great  Montezuma."  Cortes' embraced 
the  prince,  and  prefented  him  with  three  jewels  of  that  kind  called 
margajitas,  which  arc  figured  in  different  colours.  We  then  fet  forward 
on  the  road  to  Mexico,  which  was  crowded  with  multitudes  of  the  na^ 
tives,  and  arrived  at  the  caufeway  of  Iztapalapa,  which  leads  to  that 
capital.  When  we  beheld  the  number  of  populous  towns  on  the  water 
and  firm  ground,  and  that  broad  caufeway,  running  ilraight  and  level 
to  the  city,  we  could  compare  it  to  nothing  but  the  enchanted  fcenes  we 
had  read  of  in  Amadis  of  Gaul,  from  the  great  towers  and  temples,  and 
Other  edifices  of  lime  and  fl:one  which  feemed  to  rife  out  of  the  water. 
To  many  of  us  it  appeared  doubtful  whether  we  were  afleep  or  awake ; 
nor  is  the  manner  in  which  I  exprefs  myfelf  to  be  wondered  at,  for  it 
mud  be  coniidered,  that  never  yet  did  man  fee,  hear,  or  dream  of  any 
Uiing  equal  to  the  fpedacle  which  appeared  to  our  eyes  on  this  day. 

When  we  approached  Iztapalapa,  we  were  received  by  feveral 
great  lords  of  that  country,  relations  of  Montezuma,  who  conducted 
us  to  our  lodgings  there,  in  palaces  magnificently  built  of  flone,  and 
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the  timber  of  which  was  cedar,  with  fpacious  courts,  and  apartments 
furniflied  with  canopies  of  the  fineft  cotton.  After  having  contem- 
plated thefc  noble  edifices  we  walked  through  the  gardens,  which  were 
admirable  to  behold  from  the  variety  of  beautiful  and  aromatic  plants, 
and  the  numerous  alleys  filled  with  fruit  trees,  rofes,  and  various 
flowers.  Here  was  alfo  a  lake  of  the  cleared:  water,  which  communi- 
cated with  the  grand  lake  of  Mexico  by  a  channel  cut  for  the  purpofe^ 
and  capable  of  admitting  the  largejft  canoes.  The  whole  was  orna- 
mented with  works  of  art,  painted,  and  admirably  plaiflered  and 
whitened,  and  it  was  rendered  more  delightful  by  numbers  of  beautiful 
birds.  When  I  beheld  the  fcencs  that  were  around  me,  I  thought 
within  myfelf  that  this  was  the  garden  of  the  wprld !  This  place,  waj 
at  the  time  of  which  I  am  fpeaking,  with  one  half  of  the  houfcs  in  the 
water,  and  the  other  half  on  dry  land ;  but  all  is  deftroyed,  atvi  that 
which  was  a  lake  is  now  a  trad:  of  fields  of  Indian  corn,  and  fo  entirely 
altered  that  the  natives  themfelves  could  hardly  know  it. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Mexico f  Nov.  Sth,  15 19.     Defcription  of  that  Court  and  City, 
TranfaElions  and  Occurrences  there. 
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N  the  next  day  we  fet  out,  accompanied  as  on  the  former  one,  and 
proceeded  by  the  grand  caufcway,  which  is  eight  yards  wide,  and  runs 
in  a  ftraight  Hne  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  It  was  crowded  with  people, 
as  were  all  the  towers,  temples,  and  caufeways,  in  every  part  of  the 
lake,  attrad:ed  by  curiofity  to  behold  men,  and  animals,  fuch  as  never 
had  been  before  feen  in  thefe  countries.  We  were  occupied  by  very 
different  thoughts ;  our  number  did  not  amount  to  four  hundred  and 
fifty,  we  had  perfed:ly  in  our  recolle<ilion  the  accounts  we  had  received 
on  our  march,  that  we  were  to  be  put  to  death  on  our  arrival  in  the 
city  which  we  now  faw  before  us,  approachable  only  by  caufeways, 
whereon  were  feveral  bridges,  the  breaking  of  one  of  which  effed:ually 
cut  off  our  retreat.  And  now  let  who  can,  tell  me,  where  are  men  in 
this  world  to  be  found  except  ourfelves,  who  would  have  hazarded 
fuch  an  at<rnpt? 

When  we  arrived  at  a  place  where  a  fmall  caufeway  turns  off, 
which  goes  to  the  city  of  Cuyoacan,  we  were  met  by  a  great  number 
of  the  lords  of  the  court  in  their  richeft  dreffes,  fent  as  they  faid  before 
the  great  Montezuma,  to  bid  us  welcome.  After  waiting  there  fome 
time,  the  nephew  of  Montezuma  and  other  noblemen  went  back  to 
meet  their  monarch,  who  approached,  carried  in  a  moil  magnificent 
litter,  which  was  fupported  by  his  principal  nobility.  When  we  came 
near  certain  towers  which  are  almoff  clofe  to  the  city,  Montezuma  who 
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was  then  there  quitted  his  littef,  and  was  borne  in  the  arrns  of  the 
princes  of  Tezcuco,  Iztapalapa,T^cuba,  and  Cuyoacan,  under  a  canopy  of 
the  richeft  materials,  ornamented  with  green  feathers,  gold,  and  precious 
flones  that  hung  in  the  manner  of  fringe;  he  was  moft  richly  drclTed 
and  adorned,  and  wore  bulkins  of  pure  gold  ornamented  with  jewels. 
The  princes  who  fupported  him-  were  dreffed  in  rich  habits,  different 
from  thofe  in  which  they  eame  to  meet  us,  and  others  who  preceded 
the  monarch  fpread  mantles  on  the  ground,  left  his  feet  fhould  touch  it. 
All  who  attended  him,  except  the  four  princes,  kept  their  eyes  fixed 
upon  the  earth,  not  daring  to  look  him  in  the  face. 

When  Cortes  was  told  that  the  great  Montezuma  approached,  he 
difmounted  from  his  horfe,  and  advanced  towards  him  with  much  re- 
fped:  j  Montezuma  bid  him  welcome,  and  Cortes  replied  with  a  com- 
pliment, and  it  appeared  to  me,  that  he  offered  to  yield  the  right  hand 
to  Montezuma,  who  declined  it,  and  put  Cortes  on  his  right.  Our 
general  then  produced  a  collar  of  thofe  artificial  jewels  called  margajitas^ 
which  are  of  various  colours,  fet  in  gold,  and  threw  it  upon  the  neck 
of  Montezuma;  after  which,  he  advanced  to  embrace  him,  but  the 
lords  who  furrounded  the  monarch,  taking  him  by  the  arm,  prevented 
him,  it  appearing  to  them  not  fufHciently  refped:ful.  Cortes  then 
faid,  that  he  rejoiced  in  having  feen  fo  great  a  monarch,  and  that  he 
was  highly  honored  by  his  coming  out  to  meet  him,  as  well  as  by  the 
many  other  marks  of  his  favor.  To  this  Montezuma  made  a  gracious 
reply,  and  gave  orders  to  the  princes  of  Tezcuco  and  Cuyoacan  to  attend 
us  to  our  quarters.  Attended  by  his  nobility,  he  then  returned  to  the 
city,  all  the  people  flanding  clofe  to  the  walls,  without  daring  to  lift  up 
their  eyes,  and  thus  we  pafTed,  without  obftrud:ion  from  the  crowd. 
Who  could  count  the  multitude  of  men,  women,  and  children,  which 
thronged  the  ftreets,  the  canals,  and  terraces  on  the  tops  of  the  houfes, 
on  that  day !  The  whole  of  what  I  faw  on  this  occafion  is  fo  ftrongly 
imprinted  in  my  memory,  that  it  appears  to  me  as  if  it  had  happened 
only  yefterday:  glory  to  our  Lx)rd  Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  us  courage 
to  venture  upon  fuch  dangers,  and  brought  us   fafely  through  them  f 
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And  praifed  be  he,  that  he  has  fufFered  me  to  live,  to  write  this  m^ 
true  hiftory,  although  not  fo  fully  and  fatisfadorily  as  the  fubjed: 
defervcs. 

Our  lodgings  were  provided  in  the  buildings  which  had  been  in^ 
habited  by  the  father  of  Montezuma;  here  the  monarch  had  the  temples 
of  his  gods,  and  a  fecret  treafure  of  gold  and  valuables,  which  he  had 
derived  from  his  father  Axayaca.  We  were  lodged  here,  becaufe  being 
confidered  as  Teules,  they  thought  we  were  in  our  proper  place  amongft 
their  idols.  Be  it  how  it  may  however,  here  they  brought  us  to  lodga 
in  large  apartments,  a  raifed  platform  being  afTigned  for  our  general, 
and  mats  for  each  of  us,  with  little  canopies  over  them,  fuch  as  are  ufed 
in  that  country.  The  whole  of  this  palace  was  very  light,  airy,  clean, 
and  pleafant,  the  entry  being  through  a  great  court.  Montezuma  here 
led  Cortes  by  the  hand  to  the  apartment  deftined  for  him,  and  taking  a 
large  collar  of  gold,  placed  it  round  the  gcnerars  neck.  Cortes  de- 
clared his  gratitude  for  thele  favors,  and  Montezuma  faid,  *'  Malintzin, 
**  here  you  and  your  friends  are  at  home;  now  repofe  yourfelves." 
With  thefe  words  he  departed.  We  were  allotted  to  our  quarters  by 
companies,  our  artillery  was  pofted  in  a  convenient  place,  and  all  was 
arranged  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  prepared  for  any  contingency ;  a 
very  fumptuous  entertainment  was  provided  for  us,  which  we  fat  down 
to  with  great  fatisfad:ion,  and  here  ends  the  true  and  full  account  of  our 
adventurous  and  magnanimous  entry  into  Mexico,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  15 19.  Glory  be  to  Jefus  Chrifl: 
for  all! 

When  the  great  Montezuma  had  made  his  repaid,  and  underftood 
that  we  had  done  the  fame,  attended  by  a  great  body  of  his  nobility  he 
came  to  our  apartments.  Cortes  went  out  to-the  middle  of  the  hall  to 
receive  him,  where  Montezuma  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  feats  richly 
ornamented  being  brought,  they  both  fat  down,  by  the  defireofthe 
king,  who  then  began  a  very  pertinent  fpeech,  wherein  he  obferved, 
that  he  rejoiced  to  have  in  his  dominions  captains  fo  brave  as  Cortes  and 
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his  affociatcs ;  that  he  had  before  heard  of  one  who  had  arrived  at 
Champoton,  and  alfo  of  another  who  had  come  \Vith  four  fliips  in  the 
preceding  year ;  that  he  had  been  anxious  to  fee  them,  but  had  been 
difappointed ;  now  however  that  we  were  arrived,  he  was  happy  to 
oflfer  us  all  the  favor  he  had  in  his  power  to  bellow,  for   we  were 
undoubtedly  thofc  who  had  been  mentioned  by  his  anccftors,  who  had 
predi(fled,  that  there  would  come  certain  men,  from   that  part  where 
the  fun  rifes,  to  govern  thefe  countries ;  and   it  could  mean  no  other 
but  us,  who  had  fought  fo  valiantly  lince  our  arrival  in  their  country ; 
a  reprefentation  of  each  of  our  battles  having  been  fent  to  him.     Cortes 
replied,  that  he  and  all  of  us  never  could  repay  the  great  favors  we 
every  day  received   from   his   hands :  that  we  certainly  were  thofe  of 
whom  it  had  been  propliecied,  and  that  we  were  vafTals  of  a  potent 
monarch  named  Don  Carlos,  who  had  many  and  grc^t  princes  fubjecfl 
to  him,  and  had  fent  us,  hearing  of  the  fame  and  grandeur  of  king 
Montezuma,  to  requell  in  his  namo,  that  the  great  Montezuma  and  his 
iiibje(5ls  would  embrace  the  holy  chriftian  faith,  which  is  the  faith  pro* 
feiled  by  our  monarch,  by  doing  which  he  would  preferve  the  fouls  of 
him,  his  family,  and  fubjedis ;  and  that  he  fliould  in  good  time  be  in- 
formed of  more  particulars,  fuch  as  that  we  worfhipped  the  only  true 
God,  with  many  other  things  highly  edifying  to  the  hearers.     This 
converlktion  being  concluded,  Montezuma  prefented  our  general  with  a 
quantity  of  valuable  ornaments  of  wrought  gold ;  to  each  of  the  captains 
he  made  a  prefent  of  fomc  gold  and  three  loads  of  mai>tles,  and  to  each 
foldier  of  two  loads  of  richly  wrought  mantles;  and  all  this  he  did  in  the 
raoft  free  and  gracious  manner,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  like  a  great 
monarch  as  he  was.     Montezuma  then  aiked  Cortes  if  his  foldiers  were 
ail  brothers,  and  vaffals  c^  our  emperor.     To  which  Cortes  replied, 
that  we  were  all  brothers  in  love  and  friendfhip,  perfons  of  confequence 
in  our  own  country,  and  fervants   of  our  fovereign  lord   the  king. 
With  mutual  compliments  Montezuma  then  departed,  having  given 
orders  to  his  officers  to  provide  us.  amply  according  to  our  demands, 
with  corn,  ftone  mills,  and  women  to  make  bread,  together  with  fowls, 
and  fruit,  and  plenty  of  grafs  for  the  hoifes. 
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The  next  day  was  fixed  on  by  Cortes,  for  his  vifit  to  Montezuma. 
Accordingly,  attended  by  Captains  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Juan  Velafquez 
de  Leon,  Diego  de  Ordas,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  five  foldiers,  he 
went  to  his  palace,  which  as  foon  as  Montezuma  was  informed  of,  he 
came  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  hall  to  meet  us,  attended  by  his  rela- 
tions, no  other  perfons  being  allowed  to  enter  where  he  was,  except  on 
mofl  important  bufinefs.  With  great  ceremony  on  each  fide,  the  king 
took  Cortes  by  the  hand,  and  leading  him  to  the  elevated  part  of  the 
faloon,  placed  him  upon  his  right,  and  with  much  affability,  defired 
the  reft  of  us  to  be  feated.  Cortes  then  proceeded  to  fay,  that  he  came 
to  him  for  the  fervicc  of  the  Lord  God  whom  the  chrifiians  adored, 
who  was  named  Jefus  ChriH,  and  who  fuffered  death  for  our  fakes. 
He  alfo  explained  to  him,  that  we  adored  the  crofs  as  the  emblem  of 
the  crucifixion  for  our  falvation,  whereby  the  human  race  was  redeemed,^ 
and  that  our  Lord  on  the  third  day  rofe,  and  is  in  heaven,  and  that  it 
is  he  who  created  heaven,  and  earth,  and  fea,  and  is  adored  by  us  as. 
our  Creator;  but  that  thofe  things  which  he  held  to  be  gods,  w^ere 
not  fuch,  but  devils,  which  are  very  bad  things,  of  evil  countenances, 
and  worfe  deeds;  and  that  he  might  judge  how  wicked  they  were, 
and  how  little  power  they  had,  in  as  much  as  where  ever  we  placed, 
crofles,  they  dare  not  fiiew  their  faces.  He  therefore  requefted,  that  he 
would  attend  to  what  he  had  told  him,  which  was,  that  we  were  all 
brothers,  the  children  of  Adam  and  Eve,  and  that  as  fuch,  our  emperor 
lamenting  the  lofs  of  fouls  in  fuch  numbers  as  thofe  which  were 
brought  by  his  idols  into  everlafting  flames,  had  fent  us  to  apply  a 
remedy  thereto,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  worfliip  of  thefe  falfe  gods, 
to  human  facrifices,  and  all  other  crimes;  and  that  he  now  came  to 
notify  his  Majefiy*s  intentions,  but  our  emperor  woidd  at  a  future 
period  fend  holy  men,  fully  capable  of  explaining  them. 

Here  Cortes  flopped,  and  Montezuma  feemed  to  (hew  an  inclina- 
tion to  reply,  but  Cortes  obferving  that  this  was  enough  for  the  firfi: 
time,  propofed  to  us  to  retire,  and  we  were  preparing  to  do  fo,  when 
we  were  prevented  by    Montezuma  who   fpoke  to   him  as  follows. 

•*  Malintzin, 
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'•  Malintzin,  I  have  already  heard  through  my  ambafladors  of  thofe 
**  things  which  you  now  mention,  and  to  which  hitherto  we  have 
*•  made  no  reply,  becaufe  we  have  from  the  firft  worfliipped  the  gods 
**  we  now  do,  and  confider  them  as  juft  and  good.  So  no  doubt  are 
**  yours.  In  regard  to  the  creation  of  the  world,  our  beliefs  are  the 
*^  fame,  and  we  alfo  believe  you  to  be  the  people  who  were  to  come  to 
**  us  from  where  the  fun  rifes.  To  your  great  king  I  am  indebted. 
**  There  have  been  already  perfons  on  our  coafts,  from  your  country; 
**  I  wifli  to  know  if  you  are  all  the  fame  people."  To  which  Cortes 
having  replied  that  they  were  all  fubjedts  of  the  fame  prince,  Mon- 
tezuma faid,  that  from  the  firft  time  he  heard  of  them,  it  had  been  his 
wifh  to  fee  them,  which  his  gods  had  now  granted  him ;  that  we 
fhould  therefore  confider  ourfelves  as  at  home,  and  if  ever  we  were  re- 
fufed  entrance  into  any  of  his  cities,  it  was  not  his  fault,  but  that  of 
his  fubjed:s,  who  were  terrified  by  the  reports  they  heard  of  us,  fuch 
as  that  we  carried  with  us  thunder  and  lightning,  that  our  horfes  killed 
men,  and  that  we  were  furious  Teules,  with  other  follies  of  that  kind; 
adding,  that  he  faw  we  were  men,  that  we  were  valiant  and  wifc^ 
for  which  he  efteemed  us,  and  would  give  us  proofs  thereof.  For  this 
condefcenfion  we  all  exprcffed  our  gratitude.  He  then  addreffed  himfelf 
to  Cortes  in  a  laughing  manner,  for  he  was  very  gay  in  coaverfation 
when  he  was  in  his  ftate,  faying,  **  Malintzin,  the  Tlafcalans  your 
•*  new  friends  have  I  know  told  you  that  I  am  like  a  god,  and  that 
**  all  about  me  is  gold,  and  filver,  and  precious  ftones;  but  you  now 
**  fee  that  I  am  mere  flcfh  and  blood,  and  that  my  houfes  are  built  like 
**  other  houfes,  of  lime  and  ftone,  and  timber.  It  is  true  that  I  am  a 
**  great  king,  and  inherit  riches  from  my  anceftors;  but  for  thefe 
**  ridiculous  falfehoods,  you  treat  them  with  the  fame  contempt,  that 
**  I  do  the  ftories  I  was  told  of  your  commanding  the  elements." 
To  which  Cortes  good-humouredly  replied,  that  the  accounts  of  enemies 
were  not  to  be  relied  on,  paying  him  at  the  fame  time  a  handfome  com- 
pliment, upon  his  power  and  grandeur.  During  this  converfation 
Montezuma  had  made  a  fign  to  one  of  his  principal  attendants,  to  order 
his  officers  to  bring  him  certain  pieces  of  gold,  which  he  had  laid  apart 
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to  give  to  Cortes,  together  with  ten  loads  of  fine  fluffs,  which  he 
divided  between  Cortes  and  his  captains,  and  to  every  foldier  he  gave 
two  collars  of  gold,  each  worth  ten  crowns,  and  two  loads  of  mantles. 
The  gold  amounted  in  value  to  upwards  of  a  thoufand  crowns ;  and  he 
gave  it  with  an  affability,  and  indifference,  which  made  him  appear  a 
truly  magnificent  prince.  It  being  now  pafl  midday,  Cortes  took  his 
leave,  obferving  that  it  was  his  Majeffy's  hour  of  dinner,  and  that  he 
heaped  obligations  upon  us ;  to  which  Montezuma  replied,  that  on  the 
contrary  we  had  obliged  him.  We  then  retired,  impreffed  with  rc- 
fpecfb  for  the  great  Montezuma,  from  his  princely  manners  and 
liberality. 

The  great  Montezuma  was  at  this  time  aged  about  forty  years,  of 
good  flat ure,  well  proportioned,  and  thin;  his  complexion  was  much 
fairer  than  that  of  the  Indians;  he  wore  his  hair  fliort,  jufl  covering 
his  ears,  with  very  little  beard,  well  arranged,  thin,  and  black.  His 
face  was  rather  long,  with  a  pleafant  countenance,  and  good  eyes ; 
gravity  and  good  humour  were  blended  together  when  he  fpoke.  He 
was  very  delicate  and  clean  in  his  perfon,  bathing  himfelf  every  evening. 
He  had  a  number  of  miflrefles,  of  the  firfl  families,  and  two  princefles 
his  lawful  wives:  when  he  vifited  them,  it  was  with  fuch  fecrecy,  that 
none  could  know  it  except  his  own  fervants.  He  was  clear  of  all  fuf- 
picion  of  unnatural  vices.  The  clothes  which  he  wore  one  day,  he  did 
not  put  on  for  four  days  after.  He  had  two  hundred  of  his  nobility  as 
a  guard,  in  apartments  adjoining  his  own.  Of  thefe,  certain  perfons 
only,  could  fpeak  to  him,  and  when  they  went  to  wait  upon  him  they 
took  off  their  rich  mantles,  and  put  on  others  of  lefs  ornament,  but 
clean.  They  entered  his  apartment  barefooted,  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground,  and  making  three  inclinations  of  the  body  as  they  approached 
him.  In  addrefling  the  king  they  faid,  **  Lord,  my  lord,  great  lord" 
When  they  had  finifhed  he  difmilfed  them  with  a  few  words,  and  they 
retired,  with  their  faces  towards  him,  and  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
ground.  I  alfo  obferved,  that  when  great  men  came  from  a  diflancc 
about  buiinefs,  they  entered  his  palace  barefooted,  and  in  a  plain  habit; 
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and  alfo,  that  they  did  not  enter  the  gate  diredly,  but  took  a  circuit  m 
going  towards  it. 

His  cooks'  had  upwards  of  thirty  difFerent  ways  of  drefllng  meats, 
and  they  had  earthen  veflels  fo  contrived  as  to  keep  them  always  hot. 
For  the  table  of  Montezuma  himfelf,  above  three  hundred  difhes  were 
drefled,  and  for  his  guards,  above  a  thoufand.  Before  dinner,  Mon- 
tezuma would  fometimes  go  out  and  infpedt  the  preparations,  and  his 
officers  would  point  out  to  him  which  were  the  bcft,  and  explained  of 
what  birds  and  flefh  they  were  compofed ;  and  of  thofe  he  would  eat. 
But  this  was  more  for  amufement  than  any  thing  elfe.  It  is  faid  that 
at  times  the  flefh  of  young  children  was  drefled  for  him;  but  the  ordi- 
nary meats  were,  domeflic  fowls,  pheafants,  gecfe,  partridges,  quails^ 
venifon,  Indian  hogs,  pigeons,  hares,  and  rabbits,  with  many  other 
animals  and  birds  peculiar  to  the  country.  This  is  certain;  that  after 
Cortes  had  fpoken  to  him  relative  to  the  drefl"ing  human  flefli,  it  was 
not  pradlifed  in  his  palace.  At  his  meals,  in  the  cold  weather,  a 
number  of  torches  of  the  bark  of  a  wood  which  makes  no  fmoke  and 
has  an  aromatic  fmell,  were  lighted,  and  that  they  fliould  not  throw 
too  much  heat,  fcreens,  ornamented  with  gold,  and  painted  with 
figures  of  idols,  were  placed  before  them.  Montezuma  was  feated  on 
a  low  throne,  or  chair,  at  a  table  proportioned  to  the  height  of  his  feat. 
The  table  was  covered  with  white  cloths  and  napkins,  and  four  beau- 
tiful women  prefented  him  with  water  for  his  hands,  in  veflels  which 
they  call  Xicales,  with  other  veflels  under  them  like  plates,  to  catch  the 
water;  they  alfo  prefented  him  with  towels.  Then,  two  other  women 
brought  fmall  cakes  of  bread,  and  when  the  king  began  to  eat,  a  large 
fcrcen  of  wood,  gilt,  was  placed  before  him,  fo  that  people  fliould  not 
during  that  time  fee  him.  The  women  having  retired  to  a  little  difl:ancc, 
four  ancient  lords  flood  by  the  throne,  to  whom  Montezuma  from  time 
to  time  fpoke  or  addrefled  queftions,  and  as  a  mark  of  particular  favor, 
gave  to  each  of  them  a  plate  of  that  which  he  was  eating.  I  was  told 
that  thefe  old  lords,  who  were  his  near  relations,  were  alfo  counfellors 
and  judges.     The  plates  which  Montezuma  prefented  to  them,  they 
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received  with  high  refped:,  eating  what  was  in  them  without  taking 
their  eyes  off  the  ground.  He  was  ferved  on  earthenware  of  Cholula, 
red  and  black.  While  the  king  was  at  table,  no  one  of  his  guards,  or 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  apartment,  dared  for  their  lives  make  any  noife. 
Fruit  of  all  the  kinds  that  the  country  produced  was  laid  before  himj 
he  eat  very  little,  but  from  time  to  time,  a  liquor  prepared  from  cocoa, 
and  of  a  flimulative,  or  corroborative  quality,  as  we  were  told,  was 
prefented  to  him  in  golden  cups.  We  could  not  at  that  time  fee  if  he 
drank  it  or  not,  but  I  obferved  a  number  of  jars,  above  fifty,  brought 
in,  filled  with  foaming  chocolate,  of  which  he  took  fome,  which  the 
women  prefented  to  him.  At  different  intervals  during  the  time  of 
dinner,  there  entered  certain  Indians,  hump-backed,  very  deformed, 
and  ugly,  who  played  tricks  of  buffoonery,  and  others  who  they  faid 
were  jeflcrs.  There  was  alfo  a  company  of  fingers  and  dancers,  who 
afforded  Montezuma  much  entertaiment.  To  thefe  he  ordered  the  vafes 
of  chocolate  to  be  diftributed.  The  four  female  attendants  then  took 
away  the  cloths,  and  again  with  much  refped:  prefented  him  with 
Water  to,  wafh  his  hands,  during  which  time  Montezuma  converfcd 
with  the  four  old  noblemen  formerly  mentioned,  after  which  they  took 
their  leave  with  many  ceremonies.  One  thing  I  forgot,  and  no  wonder, 
to  mention  in  its  place,  and  that  is,  that  during  the  time  Montezuma 
was  at  dinner,  two  very  beautiful  women  were  bufily  employed  making 
fmall  cakes  with  eggs  and  other  things  mixed  therein.  Thefe  were 
delicately  white,  and  when  made  they  prefented  them  to  him  on  plates 
.covered  with  napkins.  Alfa  another  kind  of  bread  was  brought  to  him 
in  long  loaves,  and  pla^s  of  cakes  refembling  wafers.  After  he  had 
^ined,  they  prefented  toi  him  three  little  canes  highly  ornamented,  con- 
taining liquid  amber,  twixed  with  an  herb  they  call  tobacco;  and 
when  he  had  fufficiently  viewed  and  heard  the  fingers,  dancers,  and 
buffoons,  he  took  a  little  of  the  fmoke  of  one  of  thefe  canes,  and  then 
laid  himfclf  down  to  fleep ;  and  thus  his  principal  meal  concluded. 
After  this  was  over,  all  his  guards  and  domeftics  fat  down  to  dinner, 
and  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  above  a  thoufand  plates  of  thofe  eatables 
that  I  have  mentioned  were  laid  before  them,  with  veffels  of  foaming 
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chcKolate,  and  fruit  in  an  immenfe  quantity.  For  his  women  and  va- 
rious inferior  fervants,  his  eftablifhment  was  of  a  prodigious  expence ; 
and  we  were  aftonifhed,  amidft  fuch  a  profulion,  at  the  vafl:  regularity 
that  prevailed.  His  major  domo  was  at  this  time  a  prince  named  Ta- 
piea;  he  kept  the  accounts  of  Montezuma's  rents,  in  books  which 
occupied  an  entire  houfe.  Montezuma  had  two  buildings  filled  with 
every  kind  of  arms,  richly  ornamented  with  gold  and  jewels,  fuch  as 
fhields  large  and  fmall,  clubs  like  two-handed  fwords,  and  lances  much 
larger  than  ours,  with  blades  fix  feet  in  length,  fo  ftrong  that  if  they 
fix  in  a  fhield  they  do  not  break,  and  (harp  enough  to  ufe  as  razors. 
There  was  alfo  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bows  and  arrows,  and  darts, 
together  with  flings,  and  fhields  which  roll  up  into  a  fmall  compafs, 
and  in  action  are  let  fall  and  thereby  cover  the  whole  body.  He  had 
alfo  much  defenfivc  armour  of  quilted  cotton  ornamented  with  feathers 
in  different  devices,  and  cafques  for  the  head,  made  of  wood  and  bone, 
with  plumes  of  feathers,  and  many  other  articles  too  tedious  to 
mention. 

In  this  palace  was  a  mofl  magnificent  aviary,  which  contained 
every  defcription  of  birds  that  continent  afforded,  namely,  royal  eagles, 
-and  a  fmaller  fpecies,  with  many  other  birds,  down  to  the  fmallefl 
parroqucts,  of  beautiful  colours.  It  was  here  that  the  ornaments  of 
green  feathers  were  fabricated.  The  feathers  were  taken  from  birds 
which  are  of  the  fize  of  our  pyes  in  Spain,  and  which  they  call  here 
Quetzales,  and  other  birds,  whofe  plumage  is  of  five  different  colours, 
green,  red,  white,  yellow,  and  blue.  The  name  of  this  fpecies  of 
bird  I  do  not  know.  Here  was  alfo  an  immenfity  of  parrots,  and  cer- 
tain gct{e  of  fine  plumage,  and  a  fpecies  which  refembled  gecfe.  All 
thefe  bred  here,  and  were  flripped  of  their  feathers  every  year  at  the 
proper  feafon.  Here  was  a  large  pond  of  clear  running  water,  where 
were  a  number  of  great  birds,  entirely  red,  with  very  long  legs;  there 
are  fome  like  them  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  which  they  call  Ipiris. 
There  was  alfo  a  fpecies  which  lives  entirely  in  the  water. 
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We  likcwifc  faw  another  great  building,  which  was  a  temple, 
and  which  contained  thofe  which  were  called  the  valiant  or  fighting 
gods,  and  here  were  many  kinds  of  furious  beafts,  tygers,  and  lions  of 
two  fpccies,  one  of  which  refembles  a  wolf,  called  here  Adive.  Alfo 
foxes,  and  other  fmaller  animals,  but  all  carnivorous.  Moflofthefe 
were  bred  in  the  place,  being  fed  with  game,  fowls,  dogs,  and  as  I 
have  heard  the  bodies  of  Indians  who  were  facrificed,  the  manner  of 
which  as  I  have  been  informed  is  this.  They  open  the  body  of  the 
vidlim  while  living,  with  large  knives  of  ftone;  they  take  out  his 
heart,  and  blood,  which  they  offer  to  their  gods,  and  then  they  cut  oflF 
the  limbs,  and  the  head,  upon  which  they  fcafl,  giving  the  body  to 
be  devoured  by  the  wild  bcafts,  and  the  fkulls  they  hang  up  in  their 
temples.  In  this  accurfed  place  were  many  vipers,  and  poifonous  fer- 
pents  which  have  in  their  tails  fomcwhat  that  founds  like  caftanets ; 
thefe  are  the  mofl  dangerous  of  all,  and  were  kept  in  veflels  filled  with 
feathers,  where  they  reared  their  young,  and  were  fed  with  the  flcfh  of 
human  beings,  and  dogs;  and  I  have  been  afTured,  that  after  our  ex- 
pulfion  from  Mexico,  all  thefe  animals  lived  for  many  days  upon  the 
bodies  of  our  comrades  who  were  killed  on  that  occafion.  Thefe  beafts 
and  horrid  reptiles  were  retained  to  keep  company  with  their  infernal 
gods,  and  when 'thefe  animals  yelled  and  hiffed,  the  palace  feemed  like 
hell  itfelf. 

The  place  where  the  artifts  principally  refided  was  named  Efcapu- 
zalco,  and  was  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league  from  the  city.  Here  were 
the  (hops  and  manufadories  of  all  their  gold  and  filver  fmiths,  whofe 
works  in  thefe  metals,  and  in  jewellery,  when  they  were  brought  to 
Spain,  furprifed  our  ableft  artifts.  Their  painters  we  may  alfo  judge 
of  by  what  we  now  fee,  for  there  are  three  Indians  in  Mexico,  who 
are  named,  Marcos  de  Aquino,  Juan  de  la  Cruz,  and  Crefpillo,  who, 
if  they  had  lived  with  Apelles  in  ancient  times,  or  were  compared  with 
Mirha^l  Angelo  or  Berruguete  in  modern  times,  would  not  be  held  in- 
ferior to  them.  Their  fine  manufadures  of  cotton  and  feathers,  were 
principally  brought  from  the  province  of  Coflitlan.     The  women  of 
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the  family  of  the  great  Montezuma  alfo,  of  all  ranks,  were  extremely 
ingenious  in  thefe  works,  and  conflantly  employed;  as  was  a  certain 
defcription  of  females  who  lived  together  in  the  manner  of  nuns. 

One  part  of  the  city  was  entirely  occupied  by  Montezuma*s  dancers, 
of  different  kinds,  fome  of  whom  bore  a  flick  on  their  fctt,  others 
flew  in  the  air,  and  fome  danced  like  thofe  in  Italy  called  by  us  Mata- 
chines.  He  had  alfo  a  number  of  carpenters  and  handicraft  men  con- 
ilantly  in  his  employ.  His  gardens,  which  were  of  great  extent,  were 
irrigated  by  canals  of  running  water,  and  fhaded  with  every  variety  of 
trees.  In  them  were  baths  of  cut  flone,  pavilions  for  feafling  or  retire- 
ment, and  theatres  for  fhows,  and  for  the  dancers  and  fingers;  all 
which  were  kept  in  the  mofl  €xa<fl:  order,  by  a  number  of  labourers 
Gonflantly  employed. 

When  we  had  been  four  days  in  Mexico,  Cortes  wifhed  to  take  a 
view  of  the  city,  and  in  confequence  fent  to  requefl  the  permiffion  of 
his  Majefly.     Accordingly,  Aguilar,  Donna  Marina,  and  a  little  page 
of  our  general *s  called  Orteguilla,  who  already  underflood  fomething  of 
the  language,  went  to  the  palace  for  that  purpofe.     Montezuma  was 
pleafed  immediately  to  accede,  but  being  apprehenfive  that  we  might 
offer  fome  infult  to  his  temple,  he  determined  to  go  thither  in  perfon, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  in  the  fame  form,  and  with  the  fame  retinue, 
as  when  he  firfl  came  out  to  meet  us,  but  that  he  was  on  this  occafion 
preceded  by  two  lords  bearing  fceptres  in  their  hands,  which  they  car- 
ried on  high,  as  a  fignal  of  the  king*s  approach.     Montezuma,  in  his 
litter,  with  a  fmall  rod  in  his  hand,  one  half  of  which  was  gold,  and 
the  other  half  wood,  and  which  he  bore  elevated  like  a  rod  of  juftice, 
forfuch  it  was,  approached  the  temple,  and  there  quitted  his  litter  and 
mounted  the  fleps,  attended  by  a  number  of  priefts,  and  offering  in- 
cenfe,  with  many  ceremonies,  to  his  war  gods.     Cortes  at  the  head  of 
his  cavalry,  and  the  principal  part  of  our  foldiers  under  arms,  marched 
to  the  grand  fquare,  attended  by  many  noblemen  of  the  court.     When 
wc  arrived  there,  we  were  aflonifhed  at  the  crowds  of  people,  and  the 
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regularity  which  prevailed,  as  well  as  at  the  vaft  quantities  of  mer- 
chandife,  which  thofe  who  attended  us  were  afTiduous  in  pointing  out. 
Each  kind  had  its  particular  place,  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  fign. 
The  articles  confifted  of  gold,   (ilver,  jewels,  feathers,  mantles,  cho- 
colate, fkins  d relied  and  undrcfled,  fandals,  and  other  manufadtures  of 
the  roots  and  fibres  of  nequen,  and  great  numbers  of  male  and  female 
flaves,  fome  of  whom  were  faftened  by  the  neck,  in  collars,  to  long 
poles.     The  meat  market  was  flocked  with  fowls,  game,  and  dogs. 
Vegetables,  fruits,  articles  of  food  ready  drefled,  fait,  bread,  honey, 
and  fweet  paftry  made  in  various  ways,  were  alfo  fold  here.     Other 
places  in  the  fquare  were  appointed  to  the  fale  of  earthenware,  wooden 
houfehold  furniture  fuch  as  tables  and  benches,  firewood,  paper,  fweet 
canes  filled  with  tobacco  mixed  with  liquid  amber,  copper  axes  and 
working  tools,  and  wooden  vefTels  highly  painted.     Numbers  of  wo- 
men fold  fifh,  and  little  loaves  made  of  a  certain  mud  which  they  find 
in  the  lake,  and  which  refemblcs  cheefe.     The  makers  of  flone  blades 
were  bufily  employed  (haping  them  out  of  the  rough  material,  and 
the  merchants  who  dealt  in  gold,  had  the  metal  in  grains  as  it  came 
from  the  mines,  in  tranfparent  tubes,  fo  that  they  could  be  reckoned, 
and  the  gold  was  valued  at  fo  many  mantles,  or  fo  many  xiquipils  of 
cocoa,  according  to  the  fize  of  the  quills.     The  entire  fquare  was  in- 
clofed  in  piazzas,  under  which  great  quantities  of  grain  were  flored, 
and  where  were  alfo  fhops  for  various  kinds  of  goods.     I  mufl  apo- 
logize for  adding,  that  boat  loads  of  human  ordure  were  on  the  borders 
of  the  adjoining  canals,  for  the  purpofe  of  tanning  leather,  which  they 
faid  could  not  be  done  without  it.     Some  may  laugh  at  this,  but  I 
afTert  the  fa6t  is  as  I  have  ftated  it,  and  moreover,  upon  all  the  public 
roads,  places    for   pafTengers  to  refort   to,    were   built  of  canes,  and 
thatched  with  flraw  or  grafs,  in  order  to  colledl  this  material. 

The  courts  of  juflice,  where  three  judges  fat,  occupied  a  part  of 
the  fquare,  their  under  officers  being  in  the  market,  infpec^ling  the 
merchandife. 
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From  the  fquare  wc  proceeded  to  the  great  temple,  but  before  wc 
entered  it  we  made  a  circuit  through  a  number  of  large  courts,  the 
fmalleft  of  which  appeared  to  me  to  contain  more  ground  than  the 
great  fquare  in  Salamanca,  with  double  inclofures  built  of  lime  and 
ftone,  and  the  courts  paved  with  large  white  cut  flone,  very  clean;  or 
where  not  paved,  they  were  plaiftered  and  polifhed.  When  we  ap- 
proached the  gate  of  the  great  temple,  to  which  the  afcent  was  by  a 
hundred  and  fourteen  fteps,  and  before  we  had  mounted  one  of  them, 
Montezuma  fent  down  to  us  fix  priefts,  and  two  of  his  noblemen,  to 
carry  Cortes  up,  as  they  had  done  .their  fovereign,  which  he  politely 
declined.  When  we  had  afccnded  to  the  fummit  of  the  temple,  we 
obferved  on  the  platform  as  we  pafled,  the  large  ftones  whereon  were 
placed  the  vicflims  who  were  to  be  facrificcd.  Here  was  a  great  figure 
which  refembled  a  dragon,  and  much  blood  frefh  fpilt.  Montezuma 
came  out  from  an  adoratory  in  which  his  accurfed  idols  were  placed, 
attended  by  two  priefts,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  Cortes,  expreffed  his 
apprehenfion  that  he  was  fatigued;  to  which  Cortes  replied,  that  fa- 
tigue was  unknown  to  us. 

Montezuma  then  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  pointed  out  to  him 
the  different  parts  of  the  city,  ancj  its  vicinity,  all  of  which  were  com- 
manded from  that  place.  Here  we  had  a  clear  profpe<Sl  of  the  three 
caufeways  by  which  Mexico  communicated  with  the  land,  and  of  the 
aquedu(5t  of  Chapultepeque,  which  fupplied  the  city  with  the  fineft 
water.  We  were  flruck  with  the  numbers  of  canoes,  pafling  to  and 
from  the  main  land,  loaded  with  provifions  and  merchandife,  and  we 
could  now  perceive,  that  in  this  great  city,  and  all  the  others  of  that 
neighbourhood  which  were  built  in  the  water,  the  houfes  flood  fepa- 
rate  from  each  other,  communicating  only  by  fmall  drawbridges,  and 
by  boats,  and  that  they  were  built  with  terraced  tops.  We  obferved 
alfo  the  temples  and  adoratories  of  the  adjacent  cities,  built  in  the  form 
of  towers  and  fortreffes,  and  others  on  the  caufeway,  all  white wafhed, 
aad  wonderfully  brilliant.  The  noife  and  buftlc  of  the  market-place 
below  us  could  be  heard  almoll  a  league  off,  and  thofe  who  had  been 
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at  Rome  and  at  Conitantinople  faid,  that  for  convcniencd,  regularity, 
and  population,  they  had  never  feen  the  like.  Cortes  now  propofed  to 
Fra.  Bartholome  to  apply  to  Montezuma  for  permiflion  to  conftru<5t 
our  church  here,  to  which  the  father  for  the  prefent  objeded,  thinking 
it  ill-timed.  Cortes  then  addrefling  himfelf  to  Montezuma,  requeflcd 
that  he  would  do  him  the  favour  to  fhew  us  his  gods.  Montezuma 
having  firil  confulted  his  priefts,  led  us  into  a  tower  where  was  a  kind 
of  faloon.  Here  were  two  altars  highly  adorned,  with  richly  wrought 
timbers  on  the  roof,  and  over  the  altars,  gigantic  figures  refembling 
very  fat  men.  The  one  on  the  right  was  Huitzilopochtli  their  war 
god,  with  a  great  face  and  terrible  eyes ;  this  figure  was  entirely  covered 
with  gold  and  jewels,  and  his  body  bound  with  golden  ferpcnts;  in 
his  right  hand  he  held  a  bow,  and  in  his  left  a  bundle  of  arrows.  The 
little  idol  which  flood  by  him  rcprefented  his  page,  and  bore  a  lance 
and  target  richly  ornamented  with  gold  and  jewels.  The  great  idol  had 
round  his  neck  the  figures  of  human  heads  and  hearts,  made  of  pure 
gold  and  filver,  ornamented  with  precious  ftones  of  a  blue  colour.  Be- 
fore the  idol  was  a  pan  of  incenfe,  with  three  hearts  of  human 
vi(5tims  which  were  then  burning,  mixed  with  copal.  The  whole  of 
that  apartment,  both  walls  and  floor,  was  fbiined  with  human  blood  in 
fuch  quantity  as  to  give  a  very  ofFcnfive  fraell.  On  the  left  was  the 
other  great  figure,  with  a  countenance  like  a  bear,  and  great  fhining 
eyes,  of  the  polifhed  fubflance  whereof  their  mirrors  are  made.  The 
body  of  this  idol  was  alfo  covered  with  jewels.  Thefe  two  deities,  it 
was  faid,  were  brothers ;  the  name  of  this  lafl  was  Tezcatepuca,  and  he 
was  the  god  of  the  infernal  regions.  He  prefided,  according  to  their 
notions,  over  the  fouls  of  men.  His  body  was  covered  with  figures 
reprefenting  little  devils  with  tails  of  ferpcnts,  and  the  walls  and  pave- 
ment of  this  temple  were  fo  befmeared  with  blood  that  they  ftunk  worfc 
than  all  the  flaughter-houfes  of  Caftille.  An  offering  lay  before  him  of 
five  human  hearts.  In  the  fummit  of  the  temple,  and  in  a  recefs  the 
timber  of  which  was  moft  highly  ornamented,  we  faw  a  figure  half 
human  and  the  other  half  refembling  an  alligator,  inlaid  with  jewels, 
and  partly  covered  with  a  mantle.     This  idol  was  faid  to  contain  the 
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gcnii»  and  origin  of  all  created  things,  and  was  the  god  of  harvefl,  and 
fruits.  The  walls  and  altars  were  beilained  like  the  refi:,  and  fo  ofFen- 
five,  that  we  thought  we  never  could  get  out  foon  enough. 

In  this  place  they  had  a  drum  of  moil  enormous  fize,  the  head  of 
which  was  made  of  the  (kins  of  large  ferpents  :  this  inftrument  when 
flruck  refounded  with  a  noife  that  could  be  heard  to  the  diftance  of  tw^o 
leagues,  and  fo  doleful  that  it  deferved  to  be  named  the  mufic  of  the  in- 
fernal regions;  and  with  their  horrible  founding  horns  and  trumpets, 
their  great  knives  for  facrifice,  their  human  viiStims,  and  their  blood 
befprinkled  altars,  I  devoted  them,  and  all  their  wickednefs  to  God's 
vengeance,  and  thought  that  the  time  would  never  arrive,  that  I  fhould 
efcape  from  this  fcene  of  human  butchery,  liorrible  fmells,  and  more 
deteftable  lights. 

Cortes,  half  in  jeft,  addrciTmg  himfelf  to  Montezuma,  expreffed 
his  wonder  how  fo  wife  a  prince  could  worfhip  fuch  abfurd  and  wicked 
powers ;  and  propofed  to  him  to  place  on  the  fummit  of  that  tower  a 
crofs,  and  in  thefe  adoratories  the  image  of  the  holy  Virgin,  afnd  he 
allured  him  that  he  (hould  then  be  foon  convinced  of  the  vanity  and  de- 
ception of  his  idols.  Montezuma  (hewed  marks  of  difpleafure  at  thefe 
cxpreffions,  laying,  that  he  would  not  have  admitted  us  into  the  temple, 
had  hef  thought. that  we  would  have  infulted  their  gods,  who  were  kind 
to  them,  who  gave  them  health  and  feafonable  rains,  good  harvefls, 
fine  weather,  vicflories  and  whatever  elfe  they  defired,  and  whom  they 
were  in  duty,  and  in  gratitude,  bound  to  worfhip.  Cortes  dropped 
the  difcourfe,  obferving  that  it  was  time  for  us  to  go ;  and  Montezuma 
alTenting,  faid,  it  was  necelTary  for  him  to  remain,  to  expiate  by  fa^ 
crifice  the  fin  which  he  had  committed,  in  admitting  us  there.  Cortes 
then  took  leave,  and  thus  we  concluded  our  vilit  to  the  great  temple  of 
Mexico,  defcending  the  Heps  with  much  pain  to  our  invalids. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  relate  other  matters,  in  which,  if  I  am  not 
fo  correct  as  I  ought  to  be,  let  it  be  remembered  tliat  my  iituation  was 
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that  of  a  foldier,  who  was  obhged  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  orders  of 
his  officer,  than  to  the  objects  of  curiofity  around  him.  The  ground 
whereon  this  temple  flood,  was  as  much  as  fix  of  the  largefl  buildings 
of  this  country  occupy.  From  the  bafe  it  diminifhed  to  the  fummit, 
whereon  was  a  tower,  in  which  the  idols  were  placed,  and  from  the 
middle  of  the  afccnt,  to  the  top,  were  five  concavities,  like  barbicans, 
but  without  parapets.  However  there  are  many  paintings  of  temples  in 
the  pofTelTion  of  the  conquerors,  one  whereof  I  have,  and  thofe  who 
have  feen  them  will  eafily  form  an  idea  of  the  outfide  of  this  temple. 
I  have  heard  that  at  the  time  they  laid  the  foundations  of  it,  the  natives 
of  all  that  country  made  offerings  of  their  gold,  filver,  and  jewels,  of 
the  feeds  of  the  earth,  and  of  prifoners,  all  which  were  buried  in  the 
foundations  of  the  building.  The  inquifitive  reader  will  naturally  afk, 
how  I  came  to  know  any  thing  of  this,  which  happened  upwards  of  a 
thoufand  years  ago.  I  will  inform  him.  When  we  got  pofTeflion  of 
this  great  city,  and  that  it  vras  to  be  built  upon  a  new  plan,  it  was  dc-' 
termined  to  place  the  church  of  St.  Jago  on  the  ground  where  this 
temple  flood;  and  in  finking  the  foundations,  we  found  great  quantities 
of  gold,  filver,  and  other  valuables,  and  a  Mexican  who  obtained  part 
of  the  fame  ground,  difcovered  more  treafure,  about  which  there  was  a 
law-fuit  in  fupport  of  his  Majefly's  right,  the  refult  of  which  I  am 
ignorant  of.  The  account  was  alfo  confirmed  by  Guatimotzin  who 
was  then  alive,  and  who  faid  that  the  tranfadtion  was  recorded  in  their 
ancient  hiftorical  paintings.  The  church  which  now  flands  here  is  • 
called  St.  Jago  el  Taltelulco.  This  temple  I  have  before  obferved,  wai 
furrounded  by  courts  as  large  as  the  fquare  of  Salamanca,  infide  of  a 
double  inclofure  of  lime  and  ftone.  At  a  little  diftance  from  it  flood  a 
tower,  a  true  hell  or  habitation  for  demons,  with  a  mouth  refembling 
that  of  an  enormous  monfler,  wide  open,  and  ready  as  it  were  to  dc-^ 
vour  thofe  who  entered.  At  the  door  flood  frightful  idols  ;  by  it  was 
a  place  for  facrifice,  and  within,  boilers,  and  pots  full  of  water,  to 
drefs  the  fiefh  of  the  vidlims,  which  was  eaten  by  the  priefls.  The 
idols  were  like  ferpents  and  devils,  and  before  them  were  tables  and 
knives  for  facrifice,  the  place  being  covered  with  the  blood  which  was 
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(pilt  on  thofe  occafion*.  The  furniture  was  like  that  of  a  butcher's 
ftall,  and  I  never  gave  this  accurfed  building  any  name  except  that  of 
hell.  Having  pafTcd  this^  we  faw  great  piles  of  wood,  and  a  refervoir 
of  water,  fupplied  by  a  pipe  from  the  great  aquedudt ;  and  crofling  a 
court,  we  came  to  another  temple,  wherein  were  the  tombs  of  the 
Mexican  nobility  ;  it  was  begrimed  with  foot  and  blood.  Next  to  this 
was  another,  full  of  (keletons,  and  piles  of  bones,  each  kept  apart,  but 
regularly  arranged.  In  each  temple  were  idols,  and  each  had  alfo  its 
particular  priefts,  who  wore  long  vdlments  of  black,  fomewhat  be- 
tween the  drefs  of  the  dominicans  and  our  canons ;  their  long  hair  was 
clotted  together,  and  their  ears  lacerated  in  honor  of  their  gods. 

At  a  certain  diftance  from  the  buildings  of  which  I  have  lafl 
fpoken  were  others,  the  idols  of  which  were,  as  they  faid,  the  advo- 
cates, or  fuperintendent  deities  of  human  marriages,  and  all  round  the 
great  court  were  many  houfcs,  which  were  not  very  lofty,  and  wherein 
refided  the  priefts,  and  others  who  had  charge  of  the  idols.  Here  was 
alfo  a  great  refervoir  of  water,  fupplied  with  pipes,  exclufively  for  the 
iervice  of  the  two  idols  Huitzilopochtli  and  Tezcatcpuca,  and  hard  by, 
A  large  building,  where  were  a  number  of  the  young  Mexican  women, 
who  refided  there  as  in  a  nunnery,  until  they  were  married.  They 
worfhipped  two  female  deities,  who  prefided  over  marriages,  and  to 
them  they  ofiered  facrifices,  in  order  to  obtain  good  huibands.  I  have 
been  thus  diffufe  in  my  defcription  of  this  great  temple,  becaufe  it  was 
the  moft  confiderable  in  that  city,  amongft  the  many  fumptuous  build- 
ings of  that  kind  which  it  contained.  The  temple  of  Cholula  however 
was  higher  than  this,  having  a  hundred  and  twenty  ftcps  j  it  was  alfo 
held  in  great  veneration,  and  was  built  on  a  plan  different  from  that  of 
Mexico.  The  temple  at  Tezcuco  was  very  large,  having  a  hundred 
and  feventeen  fteps.  All  thefe  were  of  different  ftrud:ure,  but  agreed 
in  having  a  number  of  outer  courts,  and  a  double  inclofure.  One 
ridiculous  circumftance  is,  that  each  province  had  its  own  peculiar 
gods,  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  no  concern  with  any  other;  fo  that 
the  idols  were  innumerable  in  this  country.     Having  fatigued  ourfelves 
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with  tike  examination  of  thefe  fcenes,  (o  new  to  ut,  we  retired  t«  our 
quarters. 

Cortes  perceiving  how  adverfe  the  king  was  to  the  converfion  of 
his  temple  into  a  chriftian  church,  applied  to  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  his  palace,  for  materials  to  conflrud;  a  chapel  and  altar, 
within  our  quarters.  His  defire  being  made  known  to  Montezuma,  it 
was  inftantly  complied  with,  and  timber  and  workmen  being  provided^ 
in  three  days  we  had  it  completed.  Here  we  faid  mafs  every  day ;  we 
had  however  to  lament  the  total  want  of  wine  for  the  holy  facrament, 
it  having  been  all  ufed  in  the  illnefs  of  Cortes,  the  reverend  father,  and 
others,  during  the  wars  in  Tlafcala.  However  we  were  conftant  in  our 
devotions,  as  well  on  account  of  our  duty,  as  in  order  to  imprefs  a  pro- 
per idea  of  our  holy  religion,  on  the  minds  of  Montezuma  and  the  na- 
tives. Being  employed  in  looking  out  for  a  proper  place  to  fix  the  holy 
crofs,  one  of  our  carpenters  obferved  an  appearance  on  the  wall,  as  if  a 
door  had  been  there,  and  lately  clofed  up.  When  this  was  made 
known  to  Cortes,  it  was  privately  opened,  and  on  entering  the  apart- 
ment, they  found  riches  without  end !  The  fccret  foon  tranfpired,  and. 
we  went,  all  of  us,  to  view  them.  I  was  then  a  young  man,  and  I 
thought  that  if  all  the  treafures  of  the  earth  had  been  brought  into  one 
place,  they  could  not  have  amounted  to  fo  much.  It  was  agreed  to 
clofe  up  the  door  again,  and  we  determined  to  conceal  the  knowledge 
of  it  until  the  proper  time  fhould  offer. 

A  council  was  now  called,  compofed  of  Cortes  as  prefident,  with 
four  captains,  and  twelve  foldiers  whereof  I  was  one,  and  having  duly 
confidered  how  evidently  the  Lord  guided  us,  and  what  wife  and  valiant 
captains  and  brave  foldiers  we  had,  as  alfo  the  fickle  difpoiition  of  the 
Indians,  who  though  now  kind  to  us,  might  change,  there  was  no 
faying  how  foon,  and  that  notwithflanding  the  hofpitality  with  which 
Montezuma  treated  us,  he  might  at  any  moment  fall  into  an  oppofite 
line  of  condud:,  we  refolved  to  follow  the  opinion  of  Cortes,  by  adopt- 
ing the  moll  effediual  meafure,  which  was,  to  feize,  and  make  that 
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mofnarch  our  prifoner ;  as  we  could  not  know  at  what  moment  we 
might  be  perhaps  poifoned  in  our  food,  and  as  no  gift  of  his,  nor  all 
his  father's  treafure,  could  make  compenfation  to  us  for  the  alarms, 
and  diftreffing  thoughts,  which  filled  the  minds  of  thofe  of  any  reflec- 
tion.    For  thefe  reafons  it  was  therefore  agreed  to  adopt  the  meafure 
without  delay.     The  captains  who  were  prefent  propofed,  that  Mon- 
tezuma (hould  be  induced  by  a  plaufible  pretext  to  come  into  our  quar- 
ters, and  when  there,  to  feize  him,  and  if  he  refifted,  to  make  his 
pcrfon  anfwer  it:  and  they  urged,  that  of  the  two  great  dangers,  this 
was  much  the  leaft.    It  was  then  obferved  by  fome  of  our  foldiers,  that 
Montezuma's  officers  did  not  provide  us  fo  plentifully  as  at  the  firil, 
and  two  of  our  Tlafcalan  allies  had  told  our  interpreter,  Aguilar,  in 
confidence,  that  they  obferved  a  bad  difpofition  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexicans  towards  us,  for  th€  two  laft  days.     This  debate  lafted  a  full 
hour;  at  length  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  until  the  next  day,  and  in  the 
mean  time  we  confultcd  our  reverend  father  of  the  order  of  mercy, 
praying  to  God  to  guide  us  in  this  difficulty.     On  the  day  after  this 
debate,  arrived  two  Indians  of  Tlafcala  very  fecretly,  with  letters  from 
Villa  Rica,  whereby  we  were  informed,  that  Juan  de  Efcalante  had 
fallen,  together  with  fix  foldiers,  in  a  battle  with  the  Mexicans,*  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  and  of  Cempoal  were  in  commo- 
tion, atnd  refufed  to  fupply  provifions,  or  to  work,  fo  that  the  garrifon 
knew  not  what  to  do.     Thefe  letters  added,  that  the  opinion  of  the  In- 
dians were  much  altered  fince  they  found  that  the  Spaniards  could  be 
killed  like  other  men.    God  knows  this  intelligence  affli<^ed  us;  it  was 
the  firft  defeat  that  we  had  experienced  fince  we  landed  on  that;  conti- 
nent ;  and  here  let  the  reflecting  reader  ponder  upon  the  changes  which 
late  makes  in  the  aflfairs  of  men.     We  who  yefterday  were  honored  by 
Montezuma,  in  pofleffion  of  wealth,  and  confidcred  invulnerable  like 
demigods,  to  day  found  ourfelves  lowered  in  the  confideration  of  the 
natives  to  a  level  with  them  in  whofe  power  we  were.     We  now 
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therefore  faw  in  a  flrongcr  point  of  view  than  ever,  how  ncccflaiy'it 
was  for  our  very  exiftence  to  ftize  Montezuma,  and  that  if  we  failed, 
we  might  as  well  perifh  in  th^  attempt  as  meet  our  certain  fate  in  any- 
other  way.  But  before  I  go  farther  I  will  give  an  account  of  the  mis« 
fortune  which  bcfel  Juan  de  Efcalantc. 

I  have  already  related,  that  in  a  town  named  Quiabuiftlan,  about 
thirty  chiefs  of  the  neighbouring  diftrids  had  voluntarily  come  under 
our  government.     A  Mexican  garrifon,  it  appears,  attempted  to  levy 
contributions  upon  fomc  of  thefe  people.     When  this  was  reprefented 
to  Efcalante  the  commandant  in  Villa  Rica,  he  fent  word  to  the  officer^ 
of  Montezuma  to  defift,  threatening  them  in  cafe  they  did  not,  but  at 
the  fame  time  exprefTing  his  wiflies  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  them. 
To  this  an  abrupt  reply  was  returned,  that  he  (hould  find  them  in  the 
field.     Efcalante  was  a  man  who  had  blood  in  his  eye,  and  on  receiving 
this  anfwer  he  immediately  prepared  forty  of  his  own  people,  and  two 
thoufand  of  his  allies,  and  put  himfelf  in  march  againft  the  Mexicans, 
whom  he  met  out   upon  a  pillaging  expedition,  and  attacked.     Our 
allies  who  were  always  afraid  of  the  Mexicans,  fled  at  the  firil  fhower 
of  arrows,  and  left  the  poor  Spaniards  to  get  out  of  the  bufinefs  as  well 
as  they  could.     With  great  difficulty  they  arrived  at  Almeria,  where 
Efcalante  and  fix  foldiers  foon  died  of  their  wounds.     One  foldier  they 
took  alive ;  his  name  was  Arguello,  a  native  of  Leon ;  this  man  had  a 
large  head,  and  thick  curled  beard,  and  was  of  great  bodily  flrength. 
Such  is  the  truth  of  the  affair  at  Almeria,  which  is  entirely  different 
from  the  account  of  the  hiftorian  Gomara,  where  he  fays  that  Pedro  de 
Ircio  went  to  colonize  Panuco  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  at  a  time  when 
we  had  not  a  fufficiency  of  men  to  keep  up  our  guards.     In  many 
things  which  that  hiflorian  relates  concerning  the  feizure  of  Montezuma, 
he  ought  to  have  recollected  that  eye  witneffes  to  that  tranfadion  were 
yet  alive,  to  contradict  him. 

The  Mexican  captains  reported  the  aflSiir  to  Montezuma,  and  pre- 
fentcd  him  with  the  head  of  the  Spanifh  foldier,  who  died  of  his 
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wounds,  as  they  were  bringing  him  prifoner.  It  is  faid  that  Mon- 
tezuma trembled  when  he  beheld  it,  and  ordered  it  to  be  fcnt  elfe where. 
He  alked  his  captains  why,  being  fo  numerous,  they  had  not  con- 
quered fuch  a  handful  of  men ;  they  replied,  that  the  reafon  was,  be- 
caufe  they  beheld  a  fupernatural  being,  who  encouraged  the  Spaniards, 
and  ftruck  terror  into  their  people ;  ai'Ki  this  Montezuma  believed  could 
be  no  other  than  the  holy  Virgin  Mary,  u4th  her  fon  in  her  arms,  as 
we  had  explained  to  him  that  fhe  was  our  patronefs.  This  I  cannot 
teftify  to,  not  having  been  there  myfelf,  but  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
there  aflured  me  of  the  truth  of  it,  and  it  was  the  univerfal  belief 
amongft  us.  Would  to  God  that  it  were  fo]  Certain  however  it  is, 
that  the  divine  mercy  was  with  us  throughout,  for  which  praifed  be 
Godl 

It  having  been  decided  that  we  (hould  feize  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
we  pafled  the  whole  of  the  preceding  night  in  praying  to  our  Lordi 
that  he  would  be  picafed  to  guide  us  fo  that  what  we  were  about  to  do 
fhould  redound  to  his  holy  fervice,  and  in  the  morning  *  we  proceeded 
to  arrange  the  manner  in  which  our  determination  was  to  be  carried 
into  ^ffed:.  Our  cavalry  and  infantry  were  as  ufual  in  readinefs  to  turn 
out  if  called  upon,  and  as  it  was  always  our  cuftom  to  go  fully  armed, 
the  appearance  in  that  manner  gave  no  fufpiciori.  Cortes  having  left 
our  whole  force  in  readinefs,  proceeded  to  the  palace,  attended  by  the 
captains,  P.  de  Alvarado,  Gonzalo  dc  Sandoval,  J.  V.  de  Leon,  Fra. 
de  Lugo,  and  A.  de  Avila,  with  the  interpreters  Donna  Marina  and 
Aguilar ;  fending  before  him  to  acquaint  the  king,  that  he  was  on  his 
way  to  pay  him  a  vifit.  This  he  did  in  order  to  prevent  any  efFecft 
arifing  from  an  unexpedted  appearance.  The  king  concluded  that  it 
was  on  account  of  the  affair  of  Almeria,  and  that  Cortes  was  enraged 
about  that  which  in  reality  he  did  not  care  the  value  of  a  chefnut  for, 
and  fent  back  word  to  Cortes  that  he  was  welcome.     Accordingly,  our 
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general,  and  we  who  attended  him,  having  entered  into  the  prefence  of 
Montezuma,  after  paying  him  his  refpeds,  he  addrelled  the  king 
through  his  interpreters,  faying,  he  was  aflonifhed  that  a  monarch 
who  was  fo  brave,  and  who  had  (hewn  himfelf  fo  friendly  to  us, 
fhould  have  given  orders  to  his  troops  in  Tuzapan  to  attack  the  Spa- 
niards, kill  one  of  them,  and  his  horfe,  and  pillage  and  deftroy  our 
allies.  Cortes  wiflied  to  conceal  the  death  of  Efcalante  and  the  fix 
others.  He  then  charged  the  king  with  the  treacherous  attempt  againft 
us  in  Cholula,  which  he  faid  he  had  hitherto  been  deterred  from  fpeak- 
ing  of,  by  motives  of  efteem  and  regard;  but  that  now,  in  addition  to 
thefe  provocations,  his  officers  were  plotting  our  immediate  deftrudlion, 
and  he  concluded  by  faying,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  the 
city,  it  was  neccflary  that  his  Majefty  (hould,  peaceably,  and  without 
making  any  oppofition  or  remonftrance,  immediately  go  with  us  to  our 
quarters,  where  he  fhould  be  treated  with  the  greatefl  rcfpe(5l;  but  that 
if  he  faid  one  word,  or  gave  the  leaft  alarm,  the  five  captains  then  pre- 
fcnt  would  inftantly  put  him  to  death.  On  hearing  this  Montezuma 
was  at  firfl  fo  terrified  that  he  appeared  to  have  lofl  all  fenfation.  Hav- 
ing recovered  himfelf  a  little,  he  denied  his  having  ever  given  any  order 
ta  his  troops  to  attack  our  countrymen,  and  taking  from  his  wrifl  the 
fignet  of  Huitzilopochtli  with  which  he  was  ufed  to  confirm  any  order 
of  great  importance,  he  caufed  the  officer  of  whom  complaint  had  been 
made,  to  be  fent  for.  He  then  replied  to  the  propofal  of  leaving  his 
palace,  and  fummoning  up  his  dignity  faid,  that  he  was  not  the  perfon 
to  be  forced  to  take  fuch  a  flep,  contrary  to  his  inclination.  The  con- 
vcrfation  was  prolonged,  Cortes  giving  him  good  reafons  for  what  he 
propofed,  and  the  king  replying  to  him  with  better,  infomuch  that 
above  half  an  hour  had  now  elapfed.  The  captains  who  were  flanding 
by  began  at  lafl  to  grow  very  impatient,  and  J.  V.  de  Leon  cried  out  to 
Cortes  in  his  rough  voice,  '*  Why  Sir  do  you  wafle  fo  many  words? 
**  Let  him  yield  himfelf  our  prifoner,  or  we  will  this  inflant  plunge 
**  our  fwords  into  his  body.  Tell  him  this,  and  alfo,  that  if  he  fays  a 
■*•  word,  he  dies  for  it.  Better  for  us  to  affure  our  lives  now,  or  perifhat 
_**  once,"  The  manner  in  which  this  was  fpoken  flruck  the  king,  and  he 
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afkcd  Donna  Marina  the  meaning  of  it.  She  with  her  ufual  readincfs 
anfwered  by  requcfting  that  he  would  immediately  confent  to  what  was 
propofed  to  him»  and  go  where  he  (hould  meet  all  refped:  and  honor, 
as  (he  perceived  that  if  he  hcfitated,  they  were  refolved  to  put  him  to 
inftant  death.  He  then  addrefled  Cortes  and  faid,  **  I  have  a  legitimate 
**  fon,  and  two  legitimate  daughters;  take  them  as  hoftages  forme, 
**  but  do  not  cxpofe  me  as  a  prifoner  to  my  own  people."  Cortes 
however  replied  faying  nothing  but  what  was  originally  propofed  could 
do,  and  that  remonftrances  were  unavailing.  At  length  he  was  forced 
to  confent,  upon  which  our  captains  addrefled  him  with  every  declara- 
tion of  efleem.  and  refpe(St,  earneftly  defiring  that  he  would  not  be 
offended  at  what  had  paffed,  arid  that  he  would  tell  his  ofEcers  and 
guards  that  he  went  by  his  own  free  will,  and  by  the  advice  of  his  gods 
and  priefls.  His  magnificent  ftate  litters  were  now  brought,  and  at- 
tended by  his  ufual  guards  he  proceeded  to  our  quarters,  where  our  pofls 
and  centinels  being  duly  placed,  he  was  received  and  entertained  with 
every  mark  of  rcfpe(5t.  He  was  foon  waited  on  by  the  princes  of  his 
family  and  the  chief  nobility  of  Mexico,  who  came  to  know  the  caufe 
of  theilep  that  he  had  taken,  and  alfo  if  it  was  his  wifh  that  they 
(hould  attack  us ;  but  he  replied,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  flay  with 
us  for  a  few  days,  and  that  whatever  further  commands  he  had  for 
them,  he  would  fignify  in  due  time ;  but  charged  them  to  do  nothing 
to  difturb  the  city. 

Thus  was  the  feizure  of  the  great  Montezuma  effected.  He  was 
attended  while  with  us  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  his  own  palace,  his 
wives,  family,  and  officers,  were  with  him,  and  he  bathed  every  day: 
he  appeared  calm  and  refigned,  and  had  always  in  his  prefence  twenty 
counfellors  or  chiefs.  Ambafladors  came  to  him  on  af&irs  of  im- 
portance from  diftant  countries,  either  to  deliver  tribute,  or  with  buff- 
nefs  which  he  difpatched.  I  recolledl  that  however  great  the  prince  or 
chief  might  be,  before  he  entered  the  king*s  prefence  he  took  of  his 
rich  drefs,  and  put  on  a  plain  one  of  the  coarfe  manufadure  of  nequen, 
and  in  this  habit,  and  barefooted,  approached  the  royal  apartments, 
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which  he  entered,  not  dire<5lly,  but  making  a  circuit  by  the  wall :  and 
having  come,  with  his  eyes  caft  down  upon  the  ground,  into  the  pre- 
tence of  the  king,  he  made  three  profound  bows,  and  addrelled  him, 
calling  him,  **  Lord,  my  lord,  great  lord."  He  then  difplayed  before  him 
a  cloth,  whereon  was  painted  and  reprefented  the  bufinefs  on  which  he 
came,  the  particulars  of  which  he  pointed  out  to  him  with  little  rods, 
or  wands,  delicately  wrought  and  polifhed.  During  this  time  two  old 
lords  fliood  by  the  king,  and  as  foon  as  they  had  attentively  confidered 
all  the  particulars,  they  gave  their  opinions  upon  it  to  Montezuma, 
who  difpatchcd  the  affair  with  a  few  words.  The  perfon  who  had 
brought  it,  then,  without  making  any  reply,  withdrew  from  the  king's 
prefence,  making  three  profound  bows,  aad  keeping  his  face  towards 
tlie  throne  till  out  of  fight ;  and  as  foon  as  he  was  out  of  the  royal 
apartments,  he  put  on  his  rich  drefs,  and  walked  about  the  city. 

The  meflengers,  who,  as  it  has  been  mentioned,  were  difpatched 
with  the  royal  fignet,  to  arreft  and  bring  to  Mexico  the  officers  of 
whom  our  general  had  complained,  foon  returned  with  them.  On 
their  arrival  and  being  brought  into  their  monarches  prefence,  I  do  not 
know  what  pafled,  but  he  immediately  fent  them  to  Cortes  to  do  with 
them  as  he  thought  fit.  Being  examined  when  the  king  was  not  by, 
they  avowed  all  that  had  happened,  and  faid  they  did  it  by  the  orders 
of  Montezuma,  which  were,  that  they  fhould  if  neceflary  recur  to 
force,  to  obtain  the  tribute  due,  and  attack  the  Spaniards  if  they  ap- 
peared in  fupport  of  his  refrad:ory  fubje<5ls.  Montezuma  being  charged 
by  Cortes  with  this  which  now  appeared,  he  endeavoured  to  exculpate 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could;  but  Cortes  told  him,  that  although  his 
participation  in  the  guilt  of  his  officers  was  evident,  and  although  the 
cfrders  of  our  monarch  were  to  puni(h  with  death  all  who  inflidfced 
death,  yet  fuch  was  his  regard  for  him,  that  he  would  fooner  lofe  his 
own  life  than  do  his  Majefty  an  injury.  All  thefe  aifurances  however 
could  not  remove  the  fears  of  Montezuma. 

As  to  the  officers,  Corses  fcntcnced  them  to  be  burnt  alive  in  front 
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of  the  palace  of  their  king;  this  was  immediately  proceeded  upon,  and 
during  the  tim«  of  its  taking  place,  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  impedi- 
ment occurring,  he  alfo  ordered  that  Montezuma  fhould  be  put  in  irons. 
When  this  was  doing,  the  unfortunate  king  could  no  longer  fupprefs 
his  emotions  at  the  indignity,  but  wept  aloud.     In  this  fituation  he  re- 
tnained  until  the  execution  was  over,  at  which  time  Cortes,  attended  by 
his  five  captains,  went  to  his  apartment,  and  with  his  own  hands  freed 
him  from  the  irons,  afTuring  him  that  he  was  dearer  to  him  than  even 
a  brother,  and  that  he  trufted  foon  to  be  able  to  make  his  dominions 
exceed  double  their  prefent  extent ;  and  alfo,  that  if  he  wifhed  to  go^to 
his  palace,  he  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  fo.     Montezuma*s  fpirit  was 
now  broke,  and  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks  while  Cortes  was  fpeak- 
ing ;  he  declined  the  offer  with  thanks,  knowing  well  the  emptinefs  of 
his  words,  and  addcd»  that  he  confidered  it  mofl  prudent  to  remain 
where  he  was,  in  order  to  prevent  diflurbance  and  infurrecflion  in  the 
city.    What  we  undcrftood  and  certainly  was  the  cafe,  was,  that  Cortes 
had  caufcd  the  interpreters  to  fay  that  though  he  was  inclined  to  releafe 
him,  the  other  officers  never  would  allow  it.     As  foon  as  Montezuma 
had  given  his  anfwer,  Cortes  threw  his  arms  round  his  neck,  and  pro- 
tcfted  that  he  loved  him  as  himfelf.     The  king  then  afked  of  him  his 
page  Orteguilla,  a  youth  who  had  already  learned  the  language,  and 
Cortes  immediately   complied  with  his  rcqucfl,    whereby  Orteguilla 
afterwards  remained  about  the  perfon  of  the  king,  a  circumflance  very 
ufeful  both  to  him  and  to  us.     Montezuma  was  very  partial  to  the 
youth,  from  whom  he  was  conflantly  ufed  to  enquire  particulars  re- 
lative to  Europe,  and  Orteguilla  from  his  knowledge  of  the  language, 
was  able  to  communicate  to  us  whatever  he  obferved,  that  was  of  im- 
portance for  us  to  know.     Thus  Montezuma  remained  aixiongft  us, 
Seated  with  the  greatcfl  refpecft,  no  officer  or  foldier,  nor  even  Cortes 
himfelf,  coming  into  his  prefence,  or  pafling  him,  without  pulling  off 
his  helmet,  and  he  always  treated  us  mofl  kindly  and  courteoufly. 

The  officers  of  Montezuma  who  were  publicly  executed  as  I  have 
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^related,  were  four  in  number. -f*  Their  names  were  Quetzalpopoqt  wha 
was  the  principal,  Coatl,  Quiabuitle,  and  another  whom  I  haVe  for- 
gotten, nor  is  it  of  much  importance.  As  foon  as  this  chaiVifement 
was  known  through  the  different  provinces  of  New  Spain,  it  ftruck 
univerfal  terror,  and  the  people  on  the  coaft  returned  to  their  fubmiflion. 
Now  let  the  curious  confider  upon  our  heroic  a(5tions ;  firft,  in  deftroy- 
ing  our  (hips  and  therewith  all  hope  of  retreat,  fecondly,  in  entering 
the  city  of  Mexico  after  the  alarming  warnings  that  we  had  received^ 
thirdly,  in  daring  to  make  prifoner  the  great  Montezuma  king  of  all 
that  country,  in  his  own  capital,  and  in  the  centre  of  his  own  palace, 
furrounded  by  his  numerous  guards,  and  fourthly,  in  publicly  burning 
his  officers  in  front  of  his  palace,  and  putting  the  king  in  irons  during 
the  execution.  Now  that  I  am  old,  I  frequently  revolve,  and  reflect 
upon  the  events  of  that  day,  which  appear  to  me  as  fre(h  as  if  they  had 
jufl  pafTcd,  fuch  is  the  impreilion  they  have  made  upon  my  mind.  I 
fay,  that  it  was  not  we  who  did  thefe  things,  but  that  all  was  guided 
by  the  hand  of  God,  for  what  men  on  earth  would  otherwife  have 
ventured,  their  numbers  not  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  fifty,  to 
have  feized  and  put  in  irons  a  mighty  monarch,  and  publicly  burned 
his  officers  for  obeying  his  orders,  in  a  city  larger  than  Venice,  and  at 
a  diftanceof  a  thoufand  and  five  hundred  leagues  from  their  native 
country !!!  There  is  much  matter  for  reflection  in  this,  and  it  merits  to 
be  detailed  otherwife  than  in  the  dry  manner  in  which  I  relate  it. 

Cortes  now  thought  it  neceffary  to  appoint  a  commandant  at  Villa 
Rica.  For  this  purpofe  he  chofe  Alonzo  de  Grado,  an  indifferent 
foldier,  but  a  perfon  of  good  underftanding,  who  fpoke  well,  and  was 
of  a  handfome  appearance;  he  was  alfo  a  rnufician,  and  an  excellent 
penman.  He  was  always  in  oppofition  to  Cortes  relative  to  our  advance 
to  Mexico,  and  was  the  principal  orator  on  thofe  occafions.     Cortes 
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w^en  he  gave  him  the  appointment  good-humouredly  faid  to  him, 
**  Now  Senior  de  Grado,  go  and  poffefs  your  wilhes;  you  are  com- 
**  mandant  of  Villa  Rica,  and  fee  that  you  fortify  it  well;  and  mind  I 
"  charge  you  on  no  account  to  go  out  and  fight  the  wicked  Indians, 
**  nor  let  them  kill  you  as  they  did  Juan  de  Efcalante.**  This  Cortes 
laid  ironically,  knowing  the  condition  of  the  man,  and  that  all  the 
world  could  not  have  got  him  to  put  his  nofe  out  of  the  town.  We 
who  were  liftening  to  this,  and  perceived  his  drift,  could  hardly  for- 
bear laughing  aloud.  He  then  gave  him  his  inftrudtions  to  behave 
kindly  to  his  Indian  neighbours,  and  not  permit  them  to  be  robbed  or 
opprdled :  he  alfo  defired  him  to  caufe  the  fmiths  who  were  in  that 
fettlement  to  make  two  large  chains,  out  of  the  old  iron  of  the  (hips, 
and  fend  them  to  him  immediately,  and  to  lofe  no  time  in  proceeding 
with  the  conftru(5tion  of  the  wooden  fort.  When  De  Grado  arrived 
at  his  government,  he  afFed:ed  to  carry  on  bufinefs  with  a  lofty  de- 
meanour, and  fent  to  the  neighbouring  Indians  who  were  at  peace  with 
us,  requiring  them  to  give  him  gold,  and  female  Haves ;  paying  no  at- 
tention whatever  to  the  fortifications,  but  pacing  his  time  in  feafting 
and  play.  What  was  worfe,  he  combined  with  the  adherents  of  Ve- 
lafquez,  offering  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  the  poft  he  was  entrufted 
with.  Thefe  things  being  foon  communicated  to  Cortes,  he  repented 
of  his  imprudent  ftep  in  appointing  to  fuch  a  place  a  man  whofe  bad 
difpofition  he  well  knew :  he  alfo  forefaw  that  Velafquez  muft  fooner 
or  later  find  out  that  he  had  fent  agents  to  Old  Caftille,  and  would  pro- 
bably fend  a  force  againfb  us.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was  necefifary  that 
he  fhould  have  a  perfon  of  confidence  in  the  command  at  Villa  Rica  ; 
he  therefore  fent  Sandoval,  who  was  now  alguazil  mayor,  with  whom 
went  Pedro  de  Ircio  already  mentioned,  who  gained  the  confidence  of 
Sandoval,  a  goodnatured  man,  by  diverting  him  with  anecdotes  of  the 
families  of  the  Count  de  Urena,  and  Don  Pedro  Giron,  in  which  he 
had  ferved.  De  Ircio  by  thefe  means  gained  his  favor  fo  completely, 
that  he  never  ceafed  promoting  him,  till  he  had  got  him  the  rank  ot 
captain:  inftead  of  which  promotion,  for  the  licenfes  he  gave  his 
^ngue,  and  for  which  Sandoval  at  times  reprehended  him,  he  deserved 
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to  have  been  well  puniilied.  Sandoval  on  his  arrival  at  ViHa  Rica  iiii- 
mediatcly  arrdled  Dc  Grado  and  fent  him  prifoner  to  Mexico,  under  a 
guard  of  Indians,  according  to  the  orders  of  Cortes.  The  new  gover- 
nor foon  made  himfelf  very  popular  amongll  the  natives  by  his  affii- 
bihty  and  humanity,  and  he  immediately  began  to  put  the  fort  into 
proper  repair.  Cortes  would  not  fee  De  Grado  on  his  arrival,  but  con- 
fined him  in  the  ftocks,  where  he  remained  two  days.  I  recoiled;  th|rt 
the  timber  whereof  thefe  were  made  has  a  ftrong  fmcll  of  garlic.  De 
Grado,  who  was  a  man  of  great  plaufibility  at  laft  made  his  peace,  and 
was  employed,  not  in  a  military  capacity,  but  in  one  conformable  to  his 
talents,  being  given  the  office  of  contador,  which  had  been  held  by 
Avila,  who  was  fent  as  procuradcr  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo.  San- 
doval had  orders  to  fend  the  iron-work  neceilary  for  the  conflrucSlion  of 
two  veffels,  which  he  punctually  executed,  and  the  various  articles  ar- 
rived fafely  in  Mexico. 

Cortes,  regularly  every  day  after  mafs,  went  to  wait  on  Mon- 
tezuma, attended  by  all  his  officers,  and  afked  him  what  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  order  that  they  could  execute;  to  which  the  king  ufed  to 
anfwer,  thanking  him,  that  he  found  himfelf  perfed:ly  to  his  fatisfac- 
tion.  Thus,  from  one  fubjedt  to  another  they  ufually  fell  into  difcourfe 
about  our  holy  faith,  and  the  power  of  our  emperor.  At  other  times, 
Montezuma  and  Cortes  ufed  to  play  at  a  certain  game  which  they  call 
Totoloque,  in  which  they  take  aim  with  golden  balls  at  certain  objeds 
made  alfo  of  gold.  I  remember  once  in  particular,  when  Cortes  and 
Alvarado  were  playing  againft  Montezuma  and  his  nephew,  Monte- 
zuma jocularly  faid  that  he  would  not  allow  Tonatiu,  meaning  Alva- 
rado, {o  called  on  account  of  his  handfome  perfon,  that  word  meaning 
the  fun,  to  mark,  expreffing  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  imply, 
that  Alvarado  did  not  fay  that  which  was  true ;  at  which  we  all  burft 
•jQUt  laughing,  becaufe  Alvarado  was  a  little  addiifled  to  exaggeration. 
When  Cortes  gained,  he  gave  his  winnings  to  thofe  about  Montezuma, 
and  when  the  king  gained  he  did  the  fame  to  our  foldiers  of  the  guard. 
Indeed  he  never  let  a  day  pafs,  without  making  prefents  of  fomc  kind 
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to'all  of  U9,  but  more  particularly  to  Velafquez  deXeon  who  was  the 
captain  of  his  guard,  and  always  paid  him  great  attention.  One  night 
a  foldier  named  Truxillo,  was  guilty  of  a  certain  piece  of  difrefped: 
within  his  hearing,,  at  which  Montezuma  was  highly  offended,  and 
enquired  of  the  page  who  the  perfon  was.  The  page  told  him  that  he 
was  a  man  of  low  birth,  who  knew  na  better.  He  tlicn  proceeded  to 
tell  him  of  our  different  ranks  and  qualities,  about  which  he  was  very 
curious.  On  the  next  day  he  ordered  Truxillo  to  be  brought  into  his 
prefence,  and  after  having  reproved  him,  he  made  him  a  prefent  worth 
about  five  crowns.  The  words  of  Montezuma  made  lefs  impieffion  on 
the  foldier  than  his  gold,  and  on  the  next  night  the  fellow  was  guilty 
of  the  fame  piece  of  impolitenefs,  in  order  to  get  more.  Of  this  Mon- 
tezuma complained  to  Velafquez,  who  ordered  the  man  to  be  relieved, 
and  feverely  reprimanded  him.  Another  foldier  one  night  complained 
that  he  was  ill,  curfing  this  dog  of  an  Indian,,  meaning  Montezuma, 
yiho  gave  them  fb  much  trouble.  This  being  overheard  by  the  king, 
who  difcovered  ^what  he  had  faid,  he  complained  thereof  to  Cortes,  by 
whofe  command  the  man  was  immediately  whipped,  notwithftanding 
he  was  a  very  good  foldier;  his  name  was  Pedro  Lopez.  After  this 
example  ftri<5l  difcipline  and  filence  were  kept  by  the  guard,  to  the 
great  fatisfad:ion  of  the  king,  who  was  very  kind  to  us ,  knew  us  all, 
and  fpoke  to  us  by  our  names.  I  was  at  this  time  a  ftripling,  and 
always  behaved  to  him  with  great  refpedt ;  his  page  had  told  him  that 
I  had  been  twice  upon  his  coafts  before  the  arrival  of  Cortes,  and  I  had 
defired  the  page  to  mention  to  him,  that  inftead  of  gold  or  mantles,  he 
would  oblige  by  giving  me  a  handfome  Indian  girl.  This  requeft  he 
gracioufly  complied  with,  calling  me  to  him  and  faying,  '*  Bernal 
**  Diaz  del  Caffillo,  the  young  woman  I  prefent  to  you  is  the  daughter 
**  of  one  of  my  principal  nobility;  treat  her  well,  and  her  friends  will 
**  give  you  gold  and  mantles,  as  much  as  you  can  defire."  I  kifled 
his  Majeffy*s  hand,  thanking  him  for  his  favors,  and  praying  God  to 
profper  him;  to  which  Montezuma  replied  faying,  **  It  feems  to  me 
**  that  Del  Caffillo  is  of  noble  condition."  Wherewith  he  ordered  me 
three  plates  of  gold,  and  two  loads  of  mantles. 
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1  will  now  relate  fome  more  particulars  of  his  courfe  of  life.  In 
the  morning,  having  paid  his  devotions,  he  eat  a  flight  breakfafl,  not 
of  meats  but  vegetables,  fuch  as  agi  or  pepper,  and  then  remained  a 
full  hour  hearing  buiinefs,  in  the  manner  I  have  already  defcribed. 
The  number  of  judges  or  counfellors  who  attended  upon  him  at  thofe 
times  amounted  to  twenty.  His  numerous  miftrelle*  he  ufed  to  marry 
to  his  officers  and  particular  friends ;  fome  of  them  fell  to  our  lot ; 
mine  was  called  Donna  Francifca;  a  lady  of  high  birth,  as  (he  (hewed 
by  her  manners.  Thus  fometimes  amuling  himfelf,  and  fometiracs 
meditating  on  his  iituation,  the  great  Montezuma  paffed  the  days  of  his 
confinement  amongft  us. 

The  materials  being  arrived,  Cortes  requefted  that  the  king  would 
give  him  permiflion  to  conflrud:  two  veflels,  for  the  purpofe  of  amufing , 
himfelf  upon  the  water,  and  alfo  that  he  would  order  his  carpenters  to 
affift.  The  oak  timber  was  only  at  the  diflance  of  about  four  leagues, 
and  Montezuma  having  given  his  confent,  the  work  went  on  fo  expe- 
ditioufly,  by  the  number  of  Indian  carpenters,  and  was  fo  ably  con- 
dudted  by  our  principal  builder  Martin  Lopez,  that  in  a  very  fhort  fpace 
of  time,  they  were  built,  launched,  and  rigged,  with  an  awning  over 
each, 

Montezuma  at  this  time  requeilcd  permiilion  from  Cortes  to  pay 
his  devotions,  and  perform  facrifices,  in  order  that  his  friends  and  fub- 
je6ls  might  fee  that  he  lived  among  us  by  the  order  of  his  gods,  and  his 
own  choice.  Cortes  returned  for  anfwer,  that  in  fo  doing,  it  was  his 
buiinefs  :o  beware  how  he  did  any  thing  whereby  to  lofe  his  life ;  for 
that  he  would  fend  a  guard  of  officers  and  foldiers  with  him,  giving 
them  ftrid:  orders  to  kill  him  inftantly  in  cafe  there  appeared  any  thing 
like  a  commotion.  With  this  caution  he  gave  him  his  permiffion  to 
viiit  his  temple.  It  was  alfo  at  the  fame  time  iignified  to  him,  that  no 
human  facrifice  would  be  permitted;  to  which  Montezuma  having 
agreed,  he  fet  out  in  his  ufual  pomp,  and  accompanied  by  four  of  our 
captains,  Velafquez  de  Leon,  Alvarado,  Avila,  and  De  Lugo,  with  a 
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hundred  and  fifty  foldiers.  Our  reverend  father  of  the  order  of  mercy 
alfo  attended  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  human  facrifice,  Mon- 
tezuma on  his  arrival  near  the  temple  came  out  of  his  litter,  and  was 
fupported  up  to  it  as  ufual,  being  met  by  a  number  of  priefts.  They 
had  on  the  preceding  night  flicrificed  four  Indians,  nor  could  all  our 
endeavours  prevent  that  inhuman  pradlice,  which  we  were  for  the  pre- 
fent  obliged  to  connive  at,  fearing  to  do  any  thing  which  would  caufe 
an  infurrecftion.  After  Montezuma  had  flaid  a  fhort  time  at  his  devo- 
tions he  came  down  from  the  temple,  and  returned  to  our  quarters  ill 
great  good  humour,  making  prefents  to  all  of  us  who  attended  him 
upon  the  occafion. 

The  veflels  were  now  afloat  upon  the  lake,  fully  equipped,  and 
manned  with  expert  failors,  and  they  obeyed  both  fail  and  oar,  fo  as  to 
anfwer  our  utmofl  expedition.  When  Montezuma  was  informed  of  it, 
he  requeued  Cortes  to  permit  him  to  go  hunting  in  a  certain  diftridt, 
which  was  prohibited  to  all  others  on  pain  of  death.  Cortes  affented, 
warning  him  that  his  life  paid  the  forfeit  of  any  attempt  at  a  refcue, 
and  he  offered  him  the  ufe  of  his  fliips  to  go  ther?,  which  Mon- 
tezuma was  greatly  pleafed  with,  and  accepted. 

The  fwiftell  failing  vefTcl  conveyed  the  king  and  his  fuite,  the 
other  was  occupied  by  his  fon  and  a  number  of  the  nobility.  They 
were  attended  alfo  by  a  vaft  number  of  boats,  great  and  fmall.  Cortes 
ordered  out  a  party  compofed  of  Velafquez  de  Leon,  Alvarado,  De  Oli, 
and  Avila,  all  men  who  had  blood  in  their  eyes,  and  two  hundred 
ioldiers,  giving  them  orders  to  be  very  watchful  over  Montezuma: 
four  brafs  guns  with  their  ammunition  and  artillery-men,  were  alfo 
embarked. 

The  wind  blew  very  frefli,  our  failors  took  delight  in  exhibitmg 
their  fkill,  and  the  fliips  fecmed  to  fly  acrofs  the  lake,  leaving  the  veflfels 
of  the  natives  far  behind.  Montezuma  being  arrived  where  he  was  to 
hunt,  landed  for  that  purpofe,  and  as  the  place  abounded  with  game, 
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lie  had  foon  killed  a  great  quantity  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as  deer,  hares, 
and  rabbits.  After  having  amufed  himfelf  for  fome  time  in  this  manner, 
he  returned  on  board  the  veflel,  and  fet  fail  for  Mexico.  We  dif- 
charged  our  artillery  during  the  voyage,  which  afforded  him  amufe- 
ment  and  fatisfad:ion,  and  he  delighted  us  all  by  his  affable  and  friendly 
behaviour ;  nor  is  it  poflible  to  defcribe,  how  noble  he  was  in  every 
thing  he  did,  nor  the  refpedl  in  which  he  was  held  by  every  one  about 
him.  One  day,  three  of  our  captains  were  in  his  prefence  when  a 
!hawk  entered  the  apartments  purfuing  a  quail,  which  kind  of  birds,  as 
well  as  doves,  bred  in  and  about  the  palaces.  As  our  officers  and 
foldiers  were  admiring  the  beauty  and  flight  of  the  hawk,  and  talking 
upon  the  fubjedt  in  general,  Montezuma  was  curious  to  know  what 
we  were  faying,  which  being  explained  to  him,  and  alfo  how  we  could 
tame  hawks  and  Ay  them  from  our  hands,  Montezuma  faid  that  he 
'would  order  the  bird  to  be  caught  for  us,  and  giving  immediate  direc- 
tions to  that  purpofe,  by  the  next  morning  his  hunters  had  caught  and 
^brought  to  us  the  identical  bird. 

Cacamatzin  the  king's  nephew,  and  prince  of  the  city  of  Tezcuco, 
the  largefl  next  to  Mexico  in  the  empire,  having  received  information 
that  the  king  had  been  now  many  days  kept  prifoner  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  that  they  had  alfo  opened  the  treafury  of  his  anceftors,  in  order  to 
fecure  it  by  a  timely  effort,  convoked  his  vaflals,  and  alfo  the  neigh- 
bouring princes.  Amongft  them  was  the  lord  of  Matakingo,  a  great 
warrior,  and  near  relation  of  Montezuma,  who  was  faid  to  have  pre- 
tcnfion  to  the  throne.  Thefe  princes  and  chiefs  he  fummoned,  in  order 
to  induce  them  to  affemble  their  forces,  and  fall  upon  us  in  a  body. 
When  they  were  met  in  confultation  upon  this  propofition,  the  prince 
whom  I  before  mentioned  to  have  had  pretenfions  to  the  throne,  made 
the  fupport  of  them  the  condition  of  his  entering  into  the  confederacy, 
Cacamatzin  then  brought  forward  a  fimilar  claim,  declaring  that  he 
would  go  through  the  bulinefs  with  his  own  force,  for  which  purpofe 
he  made  arrangements  with  his  friends  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  This 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Montezuma,  he  immediately  forbid  any 
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Jfuch  fteps  being  taken,  and  communicated  to  Cortes  the  information- 
which  he  had  received.  The  tranfa<5tion  was  akeady  in  a  certain  degree 
known  to  us,  but  not  to  the  full  extent.  Cortes  in  confequence  thereof 
propofed  to  take  with  him  a  body  of  Mexicans  to  attack  and  deflroy  the 
city  of  Tezcuco,  but  this  determination  not  being  fatisfad:ory  to  Mon- 
tezuma, Cortes  fent  to  Cacamatzin,  defiring  him  to  defifl  from  his 
warhke  preparations,  as  he  wiflied  him  for  his  friend.  Cacamatzin 
repUed  that  he  was  not  to  be  duped  hke  others  by  plaufible  words  ;  that 
he  exped:ed  foon  to  fee  us,  and  then  we  might  fay  to  him  what  wc 
would.  Cortes  once  again  fent  to  Cacamatzin  warning  him  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  hoflilities,  the  confequence  of  which  would  be  the  lofs  of  the 
king's  life;  to  which  this  chief  returned  for  anfwer,  that  neither  the 
king  nor  Cortes  were  of  any  confequence  to  him,  for  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  pejfeverc  in  his  intentions. 

He  had  at  this  time  a  brother  in  Mexico,  who  had  been  obliged 
to  fly  thither  on  account  of  a  family  quarrel.  This  being  known  to  us, 
our  general  propofed  to  Montezuma  to  call  the  reigning  prince  to  his 
court,  where  we  could  feize  on  and  detain  him  until  he  became  more 
amenable,  or  if  we  thought  proper  elevate  the  brother  now  in  Mexico 
to  his  place.  Montezuma  agreed  to  fend  for  him,  adding,  that  if  he 
refufed  to  come,  he  would  give  dire(5tions  for  having  him  brought  by 
force.  For  this  Cortes  returned  him  thanks  with  many  profeilions  of 
fincere  regard,  affuring  him  that  he  ftaid  by  him  entirely  for  his  pro- 
te<5lion,  and  that  for  his  part  he  fliould  be  happy  to  accompany  him  to 
his  palace,  but  that  he  could  not  get  his  captains  to  confent  to  it.  The 
king  thanked  him,  and  faid  that  he  would  immediately  fend  to  inform 
Cacamatzin  of  his  true  fituation,  and  how  it  was  adopted  of  his  own 
free  will,  and  by  the  advice  of  his  gods  5  for  Montezuma  was  perfe<5lly 
well  acquainted  with  the  diiTimulation  pradifed  by  Cortes,  and  that  it 
was  only  done  in  order  to  found  him.  Montezuma  according  to  his 
promife  fent  a  meffage  to  the  prince,  who  perfedly  underftood  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  obtained,  and  declared  his  determination  to 
Attack  us  in  four  days,  faying,  that  his   uncle  the  king  was  a  pitiful 
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monarch,  and  no  better  than  a  hen,  for  not  -having  attacked  us  as  he 
advifed  him  at  the  pafs  of  Chalco.  That  for  his  part  he  was  deter- 
mined to  avenge  the  wrongs  that  had  been  committed  by  us  upon  Mon- 
tezuma and  the  country,  and  that  if  in  fo  doing  the  throne  of  Mexico 
fell  to  his  lot,  he  would  liberally  reward  thofe  who  fupported  him. 

Some  of  the  chiefs  who  heard  thefe  declarations  had  fcruples  upon 
the  fubjed:,  obje<5ting  to  go  to  war  without  the  orders  of  their  fove- 
reign.     This  filled  the  prince  with  rage,  efpecially  when  they  propofed 
to  fend  to  him  for  his  inftrudtions ;  he  caufed  three  of  them  to  be  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  others   who  were  prefent  intimidated  thereby,  de- 
clared their  determination  to  fupport  him.     He  then  fent  a  melTage  to 
Montezuma,  reprefenting  the  difgrace  in  which  he  was  fallen,  by  con- 
neding  himfelf  with  wizards  and  magicians,  and  that  he  would  come 
and  put  us  all  to  death.     Montezuma  was  highly  offended  at  this,  and 
taking  off  his  feal,  he  entrufled  it  to  the  care  of  fix  of  his  captains, 
commanding-  them  to  go  and  fhew  it  to   certain  perfons  whom  he' 
named,  as  knowing  they  were  not  on  terms  of  friendfliip  with  the 
prince,  and  to  fignify  to  them  his  orders,  that  they  fhould  feize  Caca- 
matzin  and  fend  him  into  his  prefence.     Accordingly  they  entered 
where  the  prince  was,  difcouriing  with  fome  of  his  chiefs,  relative  to 
his  expedition,  and  having  fecured  him,   together  with  five  others, 
embarking  them  in  a  piragua,  they  brought  them  to  Mexico,  where 
Cacamatzin  was  placed  in  one  of  the  royal  litters,  and  conducted  into 
the  prefence  of  Montezuma.     The  king,  after  having  reproached  him 
for  his  difobedience  and  treafon,  delivered  him  to  Cortes,  to  do  what 
he  thought  proper  with  him,  releafing  the  other  prifoners.     Cortes 
thanked  the  great  Montezuma,  and  made  arrangements,  that  the  brother 
of  Cacamatzin  fhould  fucceed  to  the  principality,  by  the  name  of  Don 
Carlos,  and  he  was  accordingly   invell:ed  with  this  dignity  in  the  pre- 
fence of  Montezuma.     The  other  chiefs  who  had  joined  in  the  meal urcs 
of  Cacamatzin  abfented  thcmfelves  from  court  through  fear,  but  were 
fhortly  made  prifoners,  and  brought  to  Mexico  in  chains.     Thus  was. 
concluded  this  important  bufincfs,  to  our  entire  f^tis£a(5lion.   -We  con-. 
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tinned  ftill  paying  our  court  to  Montezuma,  in  the  manner  fo  great  and 
generous  a  prince  deferved,  never  fitting  down,  not  even  Cortes  himfelf, 
in  his  prefence,  until  the  king  commanded  it.  The  converfation  fre- 
quently turned  upon  our  holy  religion,  and  the  truths  thereof  feemed 
to  be  every  day  making  more  imprelhon  upon  the  king's  mind. 

Cortes  now  entered  again  upon  the  fubje(5l  of  Montezuma's  ac- 
knowledging the  fovcreignty  of  our  Emperor,  to  which  Montezuma 
replied,  that  he  would  fummon  the  princes  his  vaffals,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  them  attended  within  the  fpace 
often  days.     Among  the  few  who  abfented  themfelves  was  that  rela- 
tion of  Montezuma's  already  fpoken  of,  as  of  extraordinary  prowefs  in 
>  war,  who  returned   for  anfwer,  that   he  would  neither  come,  or  pay 
any  more  tribute.     The  king  was  incenfed  at  this,  and  fent  officers  to 
apprehend  him,  but  without  fuccefs.     The  princes  being  aiTembled  and 
the  little  page  prefent,  Montezuma  reminded  them  of  the  ancient  pro- 
phecies, whereby  they  were  told  that  from  thofe  parts  where  the  fun 
rifcs,  men  wefe  to  come  to  rule  the  country,  and  that  with  their  arrival 
fhould  ceafe  the  empire  of  the  Mexicans.     The  king  added,  that  for 
his  part  he  believed  we  were  the  people  fpoken  of;  that  he  had  facri- 
ficcd  to  his  gods,  requefting  in  vain  an  anfwer  from  them,  but  they 
referred  him  to  the  former  ones,  and  commanded  him  to  afk  no  more, 
whereby  he  concluded  their  will  to  be  that  obedience  fhould  be  yielded 
to  the  king  of  Caftille,  to  whom   thcfe  ftrangers  were  vaiTals.     '*  I 
'*  now,"  continued  he,   **  befcech  you  to  give  them  fome  token  of 
**  fubmiffion;  they  require  it  of  me,  let  no  one  refufe.     For  eighteen 
**  years  that  I  have  reigned,  I  have  been  a  kind  monarch  to  you,  you 
*•  have  been  faithful  fubjecSts  to  me  j  fince  my  gods  will  have  it  fo, 
**  indulge  me  by  this  one  inftance  of  obedience."     The  princes,  with 
many   iighs   and  tears,  promifed   Montezuma,   who   was    ftill   more 
aiFenSled  than  them,  that  they  would  do  whatever  he  defircd.     He  then 
fent  a  mefTage  to  Cortes,  telling  him,  that  on  the  enfuing  day,  he  and 
his  princes  would  tender  their  allegiance  to  his  Majefty  our  Emperor. 
This  thtry  accordingly  did  at  the  time  appointed,  in  the  prefence  of  all 
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our  ofticers,  and  many  of  our  foldiers,  not  one  of  whom  could  refrain 
from  weeping,  in  beholding  the  agitation  and  diflrefs  of  the  great  and 
generous  Montezuma. 

Cortes  and  his  captains  being  in  the  prefence  of  Montezuma,  con- 
vcrfing  about   indifferent   fubje6ls,  the  general  took  an  opportunity  to 
alk  fome  queftions  relative  to  the  gold  mines.     Montezuma  told  him 
that  the  richeft  were  in  the  province  of  Zacatula,  and  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  the  gold  was  obtained,  which  was,  by 
wafliing  the  earth,  the  fmall  grains  of  metal  linking  to  the  bottom. 
He  alfo  informed  Cortes  that  they  obtained  it  in  two  rivers  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Guztepeque,  where  the  natives  did  not  obey  him,  but  that  if 
Cortes  would  fend  fome  troops  thither,  he  would  order  his  officers  to* 
condu(5l  them.     Cortes  thanked  the  king,  and  pitched  upon  the  pilot 
Umbria,  and  two  foldiers  to  examine  the  mines  of  Zacatula.     To  thofe 
in  the  Chinantecan  and  Zapotecan  territories   he  fent  a  captain  named 
Pizarro,  a  young  man,  his  relation;  but  at  that  time  the  names  of 
Pizarro  and  Peru  were  equally  unknown.     The  latter  took  with  him 
four  foldiers  ufed  to  mining,  and  four  noble  Mexicans.     Montezuma 
then  prefented  Cortes  with  a  map,  admirably  painted  on  cloth,  of  the 
whole  northern  coaft  as  far  as  Tabafco,  an  extent  of  a  hundred  and  forty 
leagues.     Among  the  rivers  was  that  of  Guacacualco,  which  Cortes 
determined  to  have  examined,  and  Diego  de  Ordas  offering  himfelf,  was 
accepted  by  Cortes  contrary  to  his  own  inclination,  as  he  was  a  perfon 
from  whofe  advice  and  judgement  he  derived  great  advantage.     Mon- 
tezuma told  De  Ordas  on  his  departure,  that  his  power  did  not  extend 
where  he  was  going,  but  that   if  he  wiflicd  for  the  affiftance  of  his 
frontier  garrifons,  he  was  welcome  to  take  them. 

The  firft  who  returned  was  Gonzalo  dc  Umbria.  He  brought 
with  him  gold  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  crowns,  and  reported  that 
the  mines  would  be  very  valuable,  if  they  were  as  expert  at  the  bufinefs 
there,  as  in  St.  Domingo  or  Cuba.  Two  principal  perfons  of  that 
country  alfo  attended  him  to  Mexico,  and  brought  a  prefent  of  gold  of 
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about  a  hundred  crowns  value,  oflfering  to  become  his  Majefty*s  fubjed:*. 
The  having  afcertained  the  fituation  of  the  mines  was  matter  of  great 
fatisfadion  to  Cortes.  Umbria  defcribed  the  country  in  which  he  had 
been  as  very  rich  and  populous,  and  indeed  he  and  his  companions 
feemed  to  have  returned  no  way  the  worfe  for  their  journey,  and  Cortes 
intended  that  it  fhould  be  fo,  in  order  to  make  up  their  former  dif- 
ferences. 

Diego  de  Ordas  reported  that  he  had  pafled  through  very  populous 
diftricfts,  and  had  been  univerfally  well  received;  that  he  had  met  with 
bodies  of  the  troops  of  Montezuma  on  the  frontiers,  of  whofe  outrage^ 
the  inhabitants  made  heavy  complaints,  for  which  De  Ordas  feverely 
reprehended  the  military  chiefs,  threatening  them  with  the  punifliment 
of  the  lord  of  Nauhtlan.  Proceeding  towards  the  river  he  was  hof- 
pitably  received,  by  the  caciques  and  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
country.  On  founding  the  mouth  of  the  river  they  found  three  fathom 
water  at  low-tide,  in  the  fhalloweft  part,  and  within  the  bar,  water  * 
fufficient  for  large  iliips,  it  ftill  deepening  as  they  went  higher  up.  He 
alfo  found  a  place  fit  for  a  naval  eflablifhment,  where  the  natives  came 
to  him,  and  offered  themfelves  as  vaflals  to  his  Majeily,  complaining 
bitterly  of  Montezuma  and  his  officers ;  they  alfo  pointed  out  to  our 
people  the  place,  where,  in  a  late  ad:ion  they  had  killed  many  of  his 
troops,  And  which  they  had  in  confequence  named  **Cuilonemequi,"  that 
is  to  fay  the  place  of  the  flaughter  of  the  Mexicans,  giving  them  a  moil 
opprobrious  epithet.  He  further  reprefented  the  foil  of  the  country  as 
fit  for  cattle  and  tillage,  and  the  port  as  well  fituated  for  trade  with 
Cuba,  St.  Domingo,  and  Jamaica,  but  difadvajitagcous  in  regard  to  its 
diftancc  from  Mexico,  and  the  MoralTes  in  its  neighbourhood.  Pizarro 
returned  from  Tuftepeque  with  gold  in  grains  to  the  value  of  a  thoufand 
crowns.  He  jrelated  how  he  afcended  into  the  mountains  inhabited  by 
the  iChinantecans,  who  fallied  out  under  arms,  and  refufed  to  fuffer  the 
Mexicans  to  come  among  them,  vowing  that  they  would  kill  .them  all 
if  they  attempted  it;  but  our  people  were  admitted  willingly,  and  they 
there  obtained  gold  in  its  native  ftate  with  a  jopgh  furface.     Pizarro 
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brought  with  him  certain  of  the  chiefs  of  the  country,  who  wifhed  to 
renounce  the  Mexican  yoke,  and  become  fubje(5ts  of  his  Majefty. 
Thefe  Cortes  received  moPt  kindly,  and  difmilTed  to  their  homes 
with  a  promife  of  fupport  and  protediion.  He  then  enquired  for  the 
other  foldiers;  to  which  Pizarro  repUed  that  the  country  being  rich, 
and  the  people  well  inclined  to  us,  he  had  left  them  to  make  a  planta- 
tion of  cocoa  and  to  colledl  ftock  and  birds ;  as  alfo  for  the  purpofe  of 
exploring  the  rivers  and  mines.  Cortes  faid  nothing  at  the  time,  but 
feverely  reprimanded  him  in  private,  for  going  beyond  his  orders,  and 
employing  the  foldiers  in  fuch  ridiculous  purfuits.  He  alfo  imme- 
diately fent  off  a  meffcnger,  with  orders  to  them  to  return  to  th^ir  head 
quarters. 

Cortes  now  demanded  of  Montezuma  a  general  contribution  of 
gold  to  be  made  through  the  whole  extent  of  his  territories,  to  our 
emperor,  and  alfo  that  the  king  fhould  deliver  to  us  his  treafurc  for  the 
fame  piu'pofe.  Montezuma  immediately  fent  officers  to  thofc  diftrids 
where  the  mines  were,  requiring  a  quantity  of  plates  of  gold,  of  the 
tifual  fize  paid  in  tribute,  two  of  thefe  being  fent  as  a  ftandard.  He 
at  this  time  however  remarked  to  Cortes,  that  from  many  of  his  dif- 
tridls  gold  was  not  to  be  cxpcdled  in  any  confiderable  quantity,  the 
people  only  poffeffing  fuch  toys  as  had  been  tranfmitted  to  them  from 
their  anceffors.  Much  gold  was  immediately  tranfmitted  from  the  rich 
provinces,  but  when  the  order  was  received  by  the  refradtory  lord  who 
was  nearly  related  to  Montezuma,  the  anfwer  which  he  returned  was, 
that  he  would  pay  no  tribute,  for  that  he  had  as  good  a  right  to  the 
throne  of  Mexico  as  Montezuma  himfelf.  This  greatly  enraged  the 
king,  who  immediately  fending  trufty  officers  with  his  token,  the  feal. 
they  apprehended  and  brought  this  chief  to  Mexico.  When  he  came 
into  the  prefence  of  the  king  he  behaved  with  fuch  infolence  to  him  a$ 
appeared  to  border  upon  madnefs,  and  Cortes  learning  thefe  particulars, 
and  alfo  that  Montezuma  had  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death,  in- 
terceded in  his  favor,  and  obtained  leave  to  keep  him  in  his  cuftody. 
As  foon  as  he  hid  an  interview,  he  addrcffed  this  chief  very  kindly. 
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and  endeavoured  to  make  a  friend  of  him,  offering  him  his  liberty, 
which  Jiowever  Montezuma  would  not  accede  to,  but  delired  he  (hould 
be  put  in  chains  as  the  others  had  been. 

In  twenty  days  from  the  time  of  the  orders  being  ifTued,  the  tribute 
was  colIed:ed.  The  king  then  fummoned  Cortes,  with  the  captains 
and  foldiers  who  ufually  formed  his  guard,  and  addrelled  us  faying, 
**  Know,  that  I  am  indebted  to  your  great  king,  and  cfteem  him,  for 
**  having  fent  an  embally  to  me  from  fuch  a  diflance,  and  alfo  becaufe 
*'  I  am  convinced  that  according  to  what  we  have  heard  from  our  an- 
**  ceftors,  he  is  to  rule  us;  a  prophecy  which  is  confirmed  by  the  de- 
*'  clarations  of  our  gods.  Take  this  gold,  which  is  all  that  could  be 
*'  collected  on  fo  fliort  a  notice,  and  alfo  the  trcafure  which  I  derive 
•'  from  my  anceftors,  and  which  I  know  you  have  feenj  fend  it  to 
**  your  monarch,  and  let  it  be  recorded  in  your  annals,  that  this  was 
**  the  tribute  of  his  vafTal  Montezuma.  I  will  give  you  for  your 
**  emperor  fome  moil  valuable  jewels  named  calchihuis,  each  of  which 
**  is  worth  two  loads  of  gold;  I  will  alfo  fend  three  tubes  ufed  for 
*'  (hooting  darts  or  pellets,  fo  richly  adorned  with  jewels  that  he  will 
**  be  pleafed  to  fee  them,  and  this  which  I  now  give  is  thelaft  of  the 
"  treafure  which  has  remained  with  me."  We  all  took  off  our  helmets, 
and  returned  thanks  to  the  great  Montezuma  for  his  liberality  and  mu- 
nificence, which  Cortes  promifed  that  he  would  reprcfent  in  the 
ftrongeff  terms  to  his  Majefty. 

After  fome  more  converfation,  Montezuma  commanded  his  officers 
to  deliver  to  us  the  treafure  which  was  in  the  concealed  apartment. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  we  were  for  the  fpace  of  three  days 
conffantly  employed  in  taking  it  to  pieces,  from  the  various  manners  in 
which  it  was  worked  up ;  in  this  we  were  alfo  affifled  by  the  royal 
goldfmiths  from  Efcapuzalco.  When  thus  feparated,  the  articles  of 
gold  were  formed  in  three  heaps,  weighing  upwards  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  crowns,  exclufive  of  the  various  other  valuables,  the  gold  in 
plates  and  bars,  and  the  metal  in  its  rough  ftate  from  the  mines.     The 
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goldfmiths  melted  down  the  metal  which  was  In  the  heaps,  and  ran  it 
into  bars  of  the  breadth  of  three  fingers.     When  this  was  done,  another 
prefent  was  received  from  Montezuma,  fo  rich  that  it  was  worthy  of 
admiration,  exclufive  of  the  jewels  called  calchihuis,  the  ornamented 
tubes  covered  with  jewels  and  pearls,   the  beautiful  embroideries  of 
pearls  and  feathers,   and  the  penaches,  and  plumage,  a  recital  whereof 
would  be  cndlefs.     The  bars  of  gold  were  ftamped  with  the  imperial 
arms  by  the  approbation  of  us  all,  and  as  to  the  rich  ornaments,  it  was 
judged  beft  that  they  (hould  not  be  taken  to  pieces.     We  alfo  caufed 
weights  to  be  made  of  iron  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  quantity 
of  gold  in  the  bars.     They  were  not  perfedlly  exacSt,  but  perhaps  an 
ounce  more  or  lefs,    being  arrobas,  half  arrobas,  and  down  to  four 
ounces.     The  officers  of  his  Majefly  valued  the  gold,  altogether,  and 
exelufivc  of  filver  and  ornaments,  at  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns;  but 
fome   faid    that   it   amounted  to  more.      Nothing  farther  was  then 
thought  ncceffary,  than  to  dedudl  his  Majefty*s  fifth,  and  dillribute 
the  fhares  to  the  officers  and  foldiers ;  Cortes  however  propofed  that  the 
divifion  fhould  be  poflponed  until  more  treafure  was  brought  in,  and 
more  exa(St  weights  made,  but  the  foldiers  were  clamorous  for  an  im- 
mediate divifion,  for  they  perceived  that  fince  the  various  articles  had 
been  taken  to  pieces,  above  a  third  part  was  already  gone;  for  Cortes,  • 
the  captains,  and  others,  were  conveying  it  off  and  concealing  it.     At 
length  it  was  determined  to  weigh  it,  and  to  poftpone  the  divifion  until 
the  cnfuing  day.     It  was  accordingly  fo  done,  and  exclufive  of  the 
ornaments  and  plates  of  gold,  it  was  found  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns.     I  will  now  relate  how  it  was  divided, 
and  how  the  mofl:  of  it  remained  with  Cortes  and  certain  others. 

In  the  partition  of  the  treafure  Cortes  firft  laid  afidc  his  Majefly's 
fifth;  fecondly,  for  himfelf,  another  fifth;  thirdly,  a  portion  of  the 
gold  to  reimburfe  the  expcnces  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  alfo  for  the 
naval  expenditure  incurred  by  Velafcjuez,  and  the  dcftrudlion  of  the 
(hips;  fourthly,  for  the  expences  of  our  agents  in  Spain;  fifthly,  for 
our  foldiers  in  Villa  Rica;  fixthly,  for  the  lofs  of  killed  horfes;  fc- 
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Venthly,  for  the  reverend  father  and  the  captains  j  eighthly,  double 
fhares  for  the  cavalry,  mufketcers,  and  crofsbow-men.  Thus  by  the 
time  all  thefe  drafts  were  made,  what  remained  for  each  foldier  was 
hardly  worth  ftooping  for !!  Many  refufed  to  take  their  fhares,  and  the 
whole,  nearly,  remained  with  Cortes.  We  were  obliged  to  be  filent, 
for  to  whom  could  we  appeal  for  juftice?  Some  at  length  took  their 
Ihares  at  a  hundred  crowns,  and  then  cried  out  for  more;  thefe  men*s 
mouths  Cortes  flopped,  giving  privately  a  little  to  one,  and  a  little  to 
another,  with  promifes  in  abundance  on  condition  that  they  kept  them- 
felves  quiet.  That  which  was  allotted  to  the  foldiers  in  Villa  Rica 
went  no  better,  as  fhall  be  related  in  its  place,  and  fuch  was  the  refuk 
of  the  divifion  of  Montezuma's  trcafure. 

Our  captains  got  chains  of  gold  made  for  them  by  the  king's 
workmen;  Cortes  had  alfo  fimilar  works  executed  for  him,  together 
with  a  fervice  of  plate.  Many  of  our  foldiers  who  had  lined  their 
pocTcets  well  did  the  fame,  and  deep  gaming  went  on,  day  and  night, 
with  cards  made  out  of  the  heads  of  drums ;  and  thus  we  pafTed  our 
time  in  Mexico. 

Quitting  for  the  prefent  the  fubjedt  of  Montezuma's  gold,  badly 
divided,  and  worfe  employed,  I  will  relate  what  happened  to  a  poor 
fellow,  one  Cardenas  a  pilot  and  a  native  of  Triana.  He  had  ai  wife 
and  children,  and  like  many  others  of  us  little  or  nothing  to  give  them. 
When  he  perceived  that  all  this  immenfe  treafure  of  Montezuma's  had 
dwindled  into  a  fhare  of  a  hundred  crowns,  and  that  he,  after  all  his 
battles,  had  nothing  to  expert  in  future  but  hard  blows,  it  made  fuch 
an  impreflion  on  him,  and  he  expreffed  himfelf  fo  loudly,  that  it  could 
not  but  come  to  the  ears  of  Cortes.  Accordingly  when  he  heard  all 
that,  and  much  more,  which  had  been  faid,  he  called  us  together,  and 
in  a  long  fet  fpeech  gave  us  a  great  many  honied  words,  which  he  had 
an  extraordinary  facility  of  doing,  wondering  how  we  could  be  fo  fo- 
licitous  about  a  little  paltry  gold,  when  the  whole  country  would  foon 
be  ours,  with  all  its  rich  mines,  wherewith  there  was  enough  to  make 

us 


(^74) 

us  great  lords  and  princes  and  I  know  not  what.  To  the  more  loud 
he  gave  fome  fmall  prefents,  and  to  Cardenas,  he  fecretly  promifed  to 
fend  three  hundred  crowns  for  his  wife  and  children.  This  Cardenas 
was  afterwards  very  troublefome  to  him. 

As  all  men  are  avaricious,  as  with  moft  the  delire  of  acquiring 
incrcafes  with  what  they  pofTefs,  and  as  it  was  well  known  that  a  great 
quantity  of  valuable  pieces  of  gold  was  taken  out  of  the  treafury,  fuf- 
picion  naturally  fell  on  feveral.  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon  had  then 
fome  large  chains  of  gold,  and  trinkets  and  ornaments  of  that  metal,  in 
the  hands  of  the  king*s  workmen,  and  the  treafurer  Mexia  knowing  of 
it,  and  alfo  how  he  had  procured  the  gold,  laid  claim  to  them;  but 
De  Leon  refifled,  faying  it  had  been  given  him  by  Cortes,  before 
it  was  ran  into  bars;  to  which  the  treafurer  replied,  that  Cortes  had  con- 
cealed enough,  and  taken  enough  from  his  foldiers  already,  without 
giving  him  fo  great  a  quantity.  The  quarrel  rofe.fo  high  between 
them,  being  both  valiant  men,  that  they  drew  their  fwords,  and  before 
they  could  be  parted  each  had  received  two  wounds.  Cortes  on  hearing 
it  ordered  them  to  be  put  in  arrell,  and  in  chains ;  this  he  did  to  keep 
up  appearances,  having  privately  fpoken  to  De  Leon  who  was  his  par- 
ticular friend,  and  defired  him  to  fubmit  quietly;  and  the  other  he  re- 
leafed  in  confideration  of  his  office  as  treafurer.  Velafquez  was  a  ftrong 
man,  and  ufed  to  walk  much  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  apartment 
where  he  was  confined.  Montezuma  hearing  the  rattling  of  his  chains, 
enquired  who  it  was;  and  being  told,  he  interceded  with  Cortes  for 
him,  on  the  nrft  opportunity.  Cortes  laughing  replied  that  Velafquez 
was  a  mad  fellow,  who  if  he  did  not  keep  him  confined,  would  go  up 
and  down  the  country  robbing  his  majefly's  fubjecSts  of  their  gold. 
The  good  king  faid,  if  it  was  only  on  that  account  he  was  detained,  he 
would  fupply  his  wants,  and  begged  that  he  might  be  releafed.  Cortes 
affecfted  to  make  a  favpr  of  it,  but  at  length  agreed,  declaring  that  he 
would  banifh  him  from  head  quarters.  Accordingly  he  went  as  far  as 
Cholula,  but  in  fix  days  returned,  richer,  by  the  king's  gold,  than 
when  he  went.     After  this  Cortes  and  Mexia  were  never  great  friends. 
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The  king  at  this  time  made  a  propofal  of  marriage  to  Cortes,  of- 
fering him  one  of  the  princefTes  his  daughters.  This  offer  Cortes  re- 
ceived as  it  merited,  and  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  her  being  previoufly 
initiated  into  the  myfteries  of  our  holy  religion,  by  being  baptized ;  to 
which  the  king  who  was  on  all  occafions  compliant,  immediately 
affented.  He  however  continued  as  attached  as  ever  to  his  worfhip  and 
facrijfices,  which  put  Cortes  and  his  captains  to  a  dilemma;  but  it  wa^ 
thought  moft  confiftent  with  their  duties  as  chrifHans  to  incur  the 
danger  of  infurre(5tion,  and  deftroy  the  idols  of  the  Mexicans,  in  order 
to  plant  the  true  crofs  in  their  place,  or  if  that  was  found;  impoflible^ 
^c  refolved  to  content  ourfelves  for  the  prefent  with  making  a  chapel 
for  the  chriftian  worfhip  in  the  temple.  Seven  officers  and  foldiers  at- 
tended Cortes,  when  he  waited  on  Montezuma  to  fignify  to  him  our 
refolution.  When  it  was  made  known  to  him,  and  he  faw  the  violence 
with  which  the  meafure  was  determined  to  be  carried  into  effed:,  he 
earneftly  begged  permiflion  to  confult  his  priefts,  and  Cortes  appearing 
touched  with  his  fituation,  made  figns  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  to 
retire,  and  leave  the  king  with  him  and  the  reverend  father.  He  then 
told  him,  that  in  order  to  accommodate  the  matter  more  to  his  fatisfac- 
tion,  he  would  endeavour  to  prevail  with  his  officers,  for  the  prefent 
to  offer  no  violence  to  the  idols,  provided  a  part  of  the  great  temple  was 
appropriated  to  the  purpofc  of  a  chapel,  and  an  altar  and  crucifix  allowed 
to  be  placed  there;  which  being  once  done,  his  Majefty  would  in  a 
fhort  time  be  convinced  of  the  errors  and  falfehood  of  his  worfhip.  To 
this  Montezuma  with  much  agitation,  and  the  appearance  of  deep  for- 
row,  heavily  confented;  and  in  confcquence,  an  altar  and  crucifix 
being  ere<5led,  mafs  was  folemnly  faid,  and  ^  pcrfon  was  appointed  to 
take  care  of  the  chapel. 

The  time  of  our  flay  in  this  city  was  one  feries  of  alarms,  fuffi- 
cient  in  themfelves  to  have  deflroyed  the  lives  of  thofe  who  were  not 
fupported  by  the  divine  interpofition.  It  appeared,  that  in  confequence 
of  our  late  meafure,  and  the  reprefentations  of  the  priefls  ading  upon 
the  prejudices  of  the  people,  our  dangers  were  now  thickening  on  us. 
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Their  gods  threatened  to  leave  them  unlefs  we  were  put  to  death,  for 
having  violated  their  temple,  and  it  was  the  determination  to  obey  their 
will.     This  refolution  was  communicated  to  Montezuma  by  his  priefts, 
and  all  his  chief  warriors,  who  added  to  their  religious  fubje6t  of  com- 
plaint, every  other  which  they  could  colled:,  relative  to  our  condu<£l 
fince  we  arrived  in  Mexico.    The  page  Orteguilla  alfo  at  this  time  came 
to  inform  Cortes  of  fome  alarming  circumftances,  ^uch  as  a  number  of 
fccret  conferences  which  he  had  obferved,  between  Montezuma  and  his 
nobility  and  chiefs,  the  angry  and  melancholy  countenance  of  the  king, 
and  other  circumftanccs  highly  important  and  interefting  to  us.    Cortes 
immediately  on  hearing  this,  taking  with  him  five  of  his  captains,  and 
his  interpreters,  waited  on  Montezuma.     The  king  leemed  much  dif- 
trefled,  and  informed  him,  that  he  was  grieved  to  have  lately  learned, 
that  it  was  the  determination  of  his  gods  that  we  fliould  all  be  put  to 
death,    or  expelled  from  Mexico;    he,    therefore,  being   our  fincerc 
friend,  recommended  to  us  on  no  account  to  run  the  rilk,  but  to  favc 
our  lives,  whiLft  it  could  be  done,  by  a  fpcedy  retreat.     Cortes  and  the 
reft  could  not  conceal  their  uneafinefs  on  hearing  this,  and  no  wonder. 
The  general,  however,  immediately  replied,  that  he  was  on  that  occa- 
fion  much  grieved  at  two  things;    one  was,   his  not  having   veffels 
readyfor  the  purpofe  of  returning,  the  other,  that  in  cafe  of  his  doing 
To,  he  (hould  be  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  his  Majefty  with  him, 
iti  order  to  prefent  him  to  his  fovcrcign  the  Emperor.     He  therefore  in- 
treated  Montezuma,  that  he  would  rcftraia  his  priefts  and  warriors, 
until  he  fhould  have  time  to  build  three  (hips,  faying  if  this  were  not 
acceded  to,  we  were  all  refolved  to  die  to  the  very  laft  man;  and  as  a 
proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  determination  to  depart,  he  declared,  that 
he  would  immediately  fend  his  fhipbuildcrs  to  fell  wood  and  conftrudt 
the  vefTels,    on   the   coaft.     The  determination   of  Cortes   to   bring 
Montezuma  with  him,  made  that  monarch  more  diilrcffed  and  dejecSled 
than  ever;  Cortes  then  repeated  his  alTurance  of  no  unneceflary  delay, 
and  defired  the  affiftance  of  the  king's  carpenters  in  conftrudjing  the 
veflels;  at  the  fame  time  requefting  his  influence  with  the  prieils  and 
nobiKty,  to  prevent  any  infxiri^ion  in  the  city,  and  Jiis  endeavours 
•■  iT  to 
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to  appeafe  his  gods,  provided  it  were  not  by  human  facrifices. 

Cortes  immediately  proceeded  to  execute  his  determination  of 
building  the  three  fhips,  contrary  to  what  is  related  by  Gomara,  who 
fays  that  the  whole  was  a  feint,  in  order  to  lull  Montezuma  and  his 
fubjedls.  But  on  the  contrary,  Martin  Lopez,  the  principal  carpenter, 
who  is  now  living,  has  allured  me  that  he  really,  and  in  good  earnefl, 
did  fet  about  the  work,  and  that  the  veflfels  were  a61:ually  on  the  flocks. 
During  this  time  we  remained  very  penfive  and  fad,  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  from  the  precarioufnefs  of  our  fituation,  expelling  every  mo- 
ment to  be  attacked.  Our  apprehenfions  were  increafed  by  the  infor- 
mations obtained  by  Donna  Marina,  and  the  terror  and  tears  of  the 
page,  who,  underftanding  the  language,  obtained  hints  which  efcaped 
our  knowledge.  We  kept  however  good  and  conftant  watch  on  Mon- 
tezuma, and  guard  on  our  quarters,  never  ileeping  out  of  our  armour, 
and  our  horfes  were  conflantly  bridled  and  faddled  all  night. 

Without  meaning  to  boafl:  I  may  fay  of  myfelf,  that  my  armour 
was  to  me  as  eafy  as  the  fofteft  down,  and  fuch  is  my  cuftom,  that 
when  I  now  go  the  rounds  of  my  diftrid:,  I  never  take  a  bed  with  me 
unlefs  I  happen  indeed  to  be  attended  by  flrange  cavaliers,  in  which 
cafe  I  do  it  only  in  order  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  poverty,  or  penn- 
rioufnefs,  but  by  my  faith,  even  when  I  have  one  I  always  throw  my- 
felf on  it  in  my  clothes,  fuch  it  is  to  be  a  true  foldier!  another  pecu- 
liarity I  have  is,  that  1  cannot  fleep  through  the  night,  but  always 
awaken  and  get  up  in  order  to  contemplate  the  heavens  and  flars,  and 
thus  I  amufe  myfelf,  walking  backwards  and  forwards,  as  I  ufed  to  do 
when  on  guard,  for  a  good  fpace  of  time,  without  hat  or  cap;  and 
glory  be  to  God,  I  never  yet  caught  cold,  nor  was  a  jot  the  worfe  for 
it.  And  this  the  reader  mufl  pardon  me  for  mentioning,  it  not  being 
from  vanity,  but  that  I  wifli  him  to  know  what  kind  of  men  we,  the 
true  bred  foldiers,  and  real  conquerors  of  Mexico  were. 
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CHAPTER     II. 


Expedition  of  P.  de  Narvaez,  His  army  defeated  by  Cortes 
at  Cempoal,  May  26th.  1520. — Return  of  the  Spaniards  to 
Mexico.  War  there.  Death  of  Montezuma.  Expulfion  of 
the  Spaniards^  July  ifl.  Battle  of  Obtumba.  Reception  of 
the  Spaniards  in  Tlafcala^  July  loth. 


HE  Bifhop  of  Burgos  who  was  at  this  time  prefident  of  the  Indies, 
bore  unlimited  fway  in  that  department,  during  the  abfence  of  the  Em- 
peror in  Flanders.  He  now  fent  out  orders  to  Velafquez,  to  feize,  and 
make  us  prifoners,  at  all  events;  in  confequence  of  which  the  governor 
of  Cuba  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  nineteen  (hips,  and  embarked  therein:  an 
army  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  foldiers,  and  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  all  neceflary  ammunition  and  appointments,  eighty  ca- 
valry, and  one  hundred  and  fixty  mufkets  and  crofs-bows,  the  whole 
being  under  the  command  of  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez.  Such  were  his 
exertions,  and  his  animolity  againft  Cortes  and  us,  that  he  went  for 
thefe  purpofes  a  journey  of  ^bove  feventy  leagues  from  the  Havannah. 
While  he  was  thus  occupied,  it  appears,  that  the  court  of  royal  au- 
dience of  St.  Domingo j  ^nd  the  brethren  of  the  order  of  Jeronymites, 
got  intelligence  thereof.  They,  knowing  our  good  intentions,  and 
great  exertions  for  the  fervice  of  God  and  his  Majefty,  and  confidering 
alfo  how  injurious  to  the  interefts  thereof,  the  meditated  expedition  of 
Velafquez  was  likely  to  be,  fent  the  oydor  Lucas  Vafquez  de  Aillon 
to  Cuba,,  with  orders  to  put  a  pofitive  flop  to  the  failing  of  it.  But 
whatever  orders,  oppofition,  or  menaces  he  could  make  ufe  of  for  the 
purpofe  were  of  no  avail,  Velafquez  confident  of  the  fupport  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Burgos,,  and  having  alfo  expended  all  his  property  in  the 

equipment. 
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equipment,  was  more  bent  on  it  than  ever,  and  held  the  oydor  and  his 
authorities  in  defiance.  When  the  oydor  therefore  faw  that  his  en- 
deavours to  prevent  the  armament  from  failing  were  in  vain,  he  thought 
it  moft  prudent  under  all  the  circumftances  to  embark  with  it,  in  order 
to  mediate,  and  prevent  any  injury  to  the  public  fervice,  or,  if  neceffary, 
by  virtue  of  his  office  as  oydor,  to  take  pofTefTion  of  the  country,  in 
the  name  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

The  fleet  fitted  out  by  Velafquez  and  under  the  command  of 
Narvaez,  arrived  at  the  port  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulua  without  any  accident, 
except  the  lofs  of  one  fmall  velTel.     The  whole  compofed  a  formidable 
and  refpedtable  force,  confidering  that  it  was  entirely  created  in  the 
Ifland  of  Cuba.     On  its  arrival,  the  foldiers  who  had  been  fent  in  quell 
of  the  mines  in  that  country,  as  has  been  before  related,  went  on  board, 
and  it  is  faid  that  on  fo  doing,  they  returned  thanks  to  God  for  their 
delivery  from  the  command  of  Cortes,  and  the  dangers  of  the  city  of 
Mexico.     Narvaez  finding  them  fo  open,  ordered  that  they  fhould  be 
plentifully  fupplied  with  wine,  to  render  them  more  communicative,  in 
which  he  effedlually  fuccecded.     Cervantes  the  jefter,  under  colour  of 
facetioufnefs,  expofed  to  him  all  the  difcontents  of  our  people  relative 
to  the  partition  of  the  treafure,  and  alfo  the  quantity  that  was  obtained; 
giving  Narvaez  in  many  points,  much  more  intelligence  than  he  wiHied 
to  hear.     They  alfo  informed  him  of  the  bad  ftate  of  the  garrifon  com- 
manded by  Sandoval  in  Villa  Rica.     The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet 
was  foon  communicated  to  Montezuma,  who  kept  his  knowledge  of  it 
from  Cortes,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  liberal  gifts  to  be  prefented  to 
Narvaez,  whereby  a  private  correfpondence  was  opened  between  them, 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  former,  of  whom  Narvaez  told  the  king  every 
thing  that  was  bad,  faying  we  were  all  outcafts  and  robbers,  and  that 
the  Emperor  hearing  of  our  bad  conduct,  and  of  our  having  detained 
the  great  Montezuma  in  cuftody,  had  fent  that  force  to  liberate  him, 
andpunifhus,  by  putting  us  all  to  death.     This  intelligence  gave  the 
king  great  fatisfadtion,  for  from  the  account  of  their  force  which  was 
accurately  reprefented  to  him  in  painting,  he  thought  us  lofl.     He  fent 
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more  magnificent  prefents  to  Narvaez,  and  could  not  conceal  the  fatis- 
fadtion, which  he  felt.  It  was  now  three  days  fmce  he  liad  received  this 
inteUigence,  without  communicating  it  to  Cortes,  who  obferved  and 
was  furprifed  at  the  alteration  which  he  perceived  in  him.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  however,  being,  from  the  circumftance  of  Cortes 
having  paid  him  two  vifits  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  apprehenfive  of  the 
general  having  obtained  the  knov/ledge  of  it  through  fome  other  channel, 
he  told  him  the  news,  faying,  that  he  had  jufl:  that  moment  received  it. 
Cortes  demonflrated  the  greateft  joy,  and  after  Montezuma  had  fhewn 
him  the  rcprefentations  of  it  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  him,  whereby 
Cortes  learned  all  that  it  is  was  neceflary  for  him  to  know,  he  took  his 
leave,  and  communicated  it  to  his  troops,  who  inftantly  got  underarms, 
and  fired  vollies.  We  foon  however  perceived  that  Cortes  when  by 
himfelf  was  very  penlive,  and  fhortly  calling  us  together,  he  explained 
to  us  the  evident  deflination  of  this  armament,  that  it  was  meant  againfi: 
us,  and  he  now,  by  gifts,  as  well  as  promifes,  as  if  what  we  received 
was  his  private  bounty,  inflead  of  our  fair  right,  niade  intereft  w^ith 
us,  to  continue  iirrn  and  fleady  to  him  in  the  contefl  which  was  to 
take  place. 

From  the  reprefcntation  of  our  deferters,  Narvaez  v^^as  induced  to 
fend  to  the  governor  of  Villa  Rica,  demanding  of  him  to  furrender  his 
command.  He  cntrufted  this  bufinefs  to  three  perfons,  Guevara  a  man 
of  talents  and  a  clergyman,  a  relation  of  Velafquez  named  Amarga,  and 
one  Vergara  a  fcrivener,  who  accordingly  fet  out  for  Villa  Rica.  San- 
doval had  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  an  armament,  and 
guefling  its  objedl,  prepared  againft  an  attack.  He  fent  off  all  his  in- 
valids to  an  Indian  village  at  fome  diflance,  and  having  exhorted  his 
foldicrs  to  ftand  by  him,  he  caufed  a  gibbet  to  be  ereifted,  and  placed  a 
guard  on  the  road  of  Cempoal.  When  the  deputation  from  Narvaez 
arrived  at  Villa  Rica,  they  did  not  meet  a  perfpn  except  Indians,  fpr 
Sandoval  had  given  orders  to  the  Spaniards  not  to  appear,  and  remained 
at  home  himfelf.  They  were  perplexed  how  to  proceed,  but  guefling 
by  the  appearance  of  the  houfe  that  it  muil  be  the  governors,  after 
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going  to  mafs  they  proceeded  thkher.  On  entering,  Guevara  falutecj 
Sandpval,  and  immediately  began  a  converfation,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  the  great  force  Velafquez  had  fent,  and  the  expence  he  had  been 
at,  for  the  purpofe  of  arrefting  Cortes,  and  all  with  him  as  traitors*^ 
and  he  concluded  by  fummoning  Sandoval  to  lurrender  hixnfelf  and  his 
pofl,  to  General  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez.  The  exprefHons  ufcd  by  this 
churchrrian  greatly  difpleafed  Sandoval,  who  told  him,  that  if  it  was  not 
for  the  proted:ion  his  holy  profeiTion  zifforded  him,  he  fhould  be  pu^ 
nifhed  for  his  infolenee,  i^  ullng  the  word  traitors  to  thofe  who  were 
more  faithful  fubje(5ts  to  his  Majefty  than  either  Narvaez  or  Velafquez; 
»nd  as  to  his  demands,  he  referred  him  to  Cortes,  telling  him  to  go  to 
Mexico  and  fettle  his  bulinefs  with  him  there.  Guevara  inilfting  on 
executing  his  miffion,  called  to  the  notary  Vergara  to  take  ou^t  his  autho- 
|:^ities,  which  he  was  preparing  to  do,  but  Sandoval  flopped  him,  fay» 
ing,  **  Look  you  Vergara;  your  papers  are  nothing  to  me;  I  know  not 
•**  if  they  are  true  or  falfe,  originals  or  copies ;  but  I  forbid  you  to  read 
''them  here,  and  by  heaven  if  you  attempt  it,  I  will  this  inftant  give 
**  you  a  hundred  lathes."  At  this  Guevara  cried  out,  **  Why  do  you 
**  mind  thefe  traitors,  read  the  commilTion."  Sandoval  then  calling 
him  a  lying  knave  ordered  them  all  to  be  fe>ized ;  whereon,  a  number  of 
Indians  who  were  employed  to  work  about  the  fortrcfs,  having  been 
prepared  for  the  purpofe,  threw  trammels  over  them  like  {o  many 
damned  fouls,  and  making  them  fail,  inflantly  let  off  with  them  on 
jtheir  backs,  for  Mexico;  they  hardly  knowing  if  they  were  dead  or 
gliye,  or  if  it  was  not  all  enchantment,  when  they  travelled  in  fuch  a. 
manner^  poil  haile,  by  frefh  relays  of  Indians,  which  were  in  waiting,. 
md  faw  the  large  and  populous  towns,  which  they  paiTed  through 
with  a  rapidity  that  flupified  them.  Thus  they  were  carried,  day  and 
night,  till  they  were  fafely  depofited  in  Mexico..  Sandoval  fent  to  con- 
du<S  them,  Pedro  de  Solis,  now  firnamed  De  atr^s  La  Puerta,  by 
whom  he  wrote  a  line,  in  hafle  to  Cortes,  informing  himof  the  par- 
ticulars. As  foon  as  the  general  got  intelligence  of  their  arrival,  he 
ordered  us  out  under  arms,  and  received  them  with  the  greatefl  honor, 
ioofening  them  from  their  trammels,  and  apologizing  for  the  rudenefs 
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of  his  officer,  whom  he  highly  blamed.  He  gave  them  the  moft  hof- 
pitable  entertainment,  and  treated  them  with  the  greateft  rcfpedt ;  and 
having  pretty  well  lined  their  pockets  with  gold,  he  in  a  few  days  fent 
back,  as  tradable  as  lambs,  thofe  who  had  fet  out  againft  him  like 
furious  lions. 

As  our  general  was  one  of  thofe  whofe  refourccs  never  are  exhaufl- 
cd,  fo  alfo  it  is  hardly  neceflary  to  dwell  upon  the  merits  of  thofe  vali- 
ant officers  and  foldiers,  who  accompanied  him,  and  by  our  valour  in 
the  field,  and  wifdom  in  counfel,  fupported  him  through  all  his  diffi* 
culties.  On  this  occafion  it  was  determined  by  us,  as  moft  expedient, 
to  fend  letters  to  Narvaez  and  others,  which  fhould  come  to  hand  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  Guevara.  In  this  we  moft  earneftly  requefted, 
that  no  ftep  might  be  taken  which  would  endanger  our  general  intcrefts, 
or  encourage  the  Indians  to  rife  upon  us,  and  we  alfo  held  out  every 
inducement  that  friendfliip  or  intereft  could  fuggeft,  to  bring  them  over 
to  us.  At  the  fame  time,  under  thefe  general  offers  of  kindnefs,  we 
did  not  forget  fecretly  to  treat  with  fuch  as  we  thought  likely  to  b^ 
wrought  upon,  for  Guevara  and  Vergara  had  both  informed  CorteS 
that  Narvaez  was  not  well  with  his  captains,  and  that  gold  would  do 
wonders  with  them.  Cortes  adjured  Narvaez  in  his  letters,  by  their 
former  intimacy,  not  to  give  caufe  by  his  condu(5t  for  the  Mexicans  to 
rife  and  deftroy  them  all,  alTuring  him  that  they  were  ready  to  do  any 
thing  to  liberate  Montezuma,  whofe  difpofition  had  alfo  greatly  altered 
fince  the  time  that  Narvaez  had  begun  to  correfpond  with  him ;  adding, 
that  he  was  convinced,  that  what  was  alledged  to  have  been  faid  by 
him  never  could  have  come  from  {o  wife  a  man,  but  was  the  fabrication 
of  fuch  wretches  as  Cervantes  the  buffoon,  and  the  others,  who  had 
miffed  and  mifreprefented  him.  He  at  the  fame  time  offered  an  unli- 
mited fubmiffion  to  whatever  Narvaez  would  order.  Cortes  alfo  deter- 
mined to  write  to  the  Secretary  Andres  de  Duero,  and  the  Oydor  Lucas 
Vafquez,  and  took  care  that  the  letters  fliould  be  well  accompanied  with 
prefents.  When  Narvaez  received  the  firft  letter  he  turned  it  into  ridi- 
cule, handing  it  about  among  his  officers,  calling  us  traitors,  and  fay- 
ing 
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ing  that  he  would  put  us  all  to  death;  and  as  to  Cortes,  he  would  cut 
off  his  ears,  and  broil  and  cat  them,  with  a  great  deal  of  fuch  abfurdity. 
Of  courfe  he  fent  no  reply  whatever.  Jufl  at  this  time,  Guevara  and 
his  allociates  arrived,  and  they  immediately  launched  out  in  the  praifes 
of  Cortes,,  declaring  the  expreflions  of  refped:  he  had  made  ufe  of  rela- 
tive to  Narvaez,  the  fervices  that  he  had  rendered,  and  the  advantages 
that  would  refult  from  a  juncHiion  of  their  forces.  This  put  Narvaez 
in  fuch  a  rage  that  he  would  neither  fee  nor  hear  any  of  them  again. 
They  then  began  to  converfe  with  their  comrades,,  and  when  the  latter 
perceived  how  well  furnifhed  they  had  returned,  they  already  wilhed 
themfelves  amongfl  us.  At  this  time  alfo,  arrived  the  reverend  father  of 
the  order  of  mercy,  and  brought  with  him  the  private  letters  and  pre- 
fents  j  he  went  firfl  to  kifs  the  hands  of  Narvaez,  and  to  tell  him  how 
anxious  Cortes  was  to  ferve  under  his  command,  but  Narvaez  would 
not  fee  him,  except  to  revile  and  abufe  him.  The  reverend  father  there- 
fore gave  up  that  part  of  his  commifTion,  and  applied  himfelf  to  the 
diftribution  of  the  prefents,  with  fuch  effcdt,  that  in  a  (hort  time  all  the 
principal  officers  of  the  army  of  Narvaez  were  in  our  interefls. 

If  the  oydor  was  originally  inclined  to  favour  Cortes,  he  was  now 
much  more  fo  fince  he  faw  the  magnificent  prefents  which  had  been  {o 
liberally  diftributed.  This  was  ftrongly  contrafted  by  the  miferable  ava^ 
rice  of  Narvaez,  who  ufed  to  fay  in  his  lofty  tones  to  his  major  domo, 
**  Take  heed  that  not  a  mantle  is  miffing,  a5  I  have  duly  entered  down 
**  every  article."  This  penurioufnefs  put  his  officers  in  an  uproar  of 
exclamation  againft  him,  all  which  he  attributed  to  the  intrigues  of  the 
oydor  Vafquez.  There  wSs  alfo  a  difference  between  them  owing  to 
his  not  keeping  due  accounts  with  the  oydor,  as  was  his  duty,  relative 
to  the  provifions  fent  in  by  order  of  Montezuma;  and  Narvaez  being 
encouraged  by  the  favour  and  patronage  of  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  now 
feized  the  oydor,  and  fent  him  as  a  prifoner  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  or 
Old  Spain,,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Oblanco,  a  man  of  confide- 
ration,  remonftrating  with  Narvaez  upon  this,  and  faying  a  good  deal 
upon  the  merits  of  Cortes  and  his  affociates,  was  alfo  arreiled  by  him, 

and; 


(     iS4     ) 

and  thrown  Into  prifon,  which  he  took  fo  much  to  heart  that  in  three 
days  he  died.  The  oydor  Vafquez,  during  the  voyage,  prevailed  on 
the  captain  of  the  fhip  to  land  him  in  St.  Domingo,  where,  waiting 
on  the  officers  of  the  royal  court  of  audience,  and  the  Jeronymite  bro- 
thers, they  were  highly  offended  at  the  treatment  their  officer  had  re- 
ceived, and  made  complaints  upon  the  fubjedl  to  his  Majefty*s  council 
in  Caftille,  without  any  effedl  however,  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Burgos. 

The  troops  fent  by  Velafquez  now  quitting  the  coafl:,  advanced  to 
CeJTtp^ial.  The  firft  thing  that  Narvaez  did  upon  his  arrival  there,  was, 
tcTtliRB  forcibly  from  the  fat  cacique,  all  the  gold  and  mantles,  and  alfo 
the  young  Indian  women  who  had  been  given  to  Cortes  and  his  officers 
by  their  parents,  and  had  been  left  in  his  care  on  our  march  to  Mexico. 
The  fat  cacique  complained  to  him  of  this,  and  alfo  of  the  robberies 
committed  by  his  foldiers,  faying,  that  it  was  otherwife  when  Cortes 
and  his  men  were  there;  upon  which  Salvatierra,  a  very  impudent 
boafting  fellow  exclaimed,  "See  what  fear  thefe  Indians  have  of  this  infig- 
*'  nificant  Cortes."  And  yet  I  proteft,  that  this  man  who  was  fo  ready 
with  his  tongue  on  all  occafions,  when  we  came  to  attack  Narvaez  and 
his  army,  was  the  mofl:  defpicable  cowardly  wretch  I  ever  beheld. 
Narvaez  at  this  time  tranfmitted  a  copy  of  the  commiffion  which  he  held 
under  the  government  of  Cuba,  the  farther  particulars  relative  to  which 
I  will  mention  in  their  place.  Our  general  received  conftant  intelligence 
of  whatever  occurred,  from  his  friends  in  the  army  of  Narvaez,  and 
alfo  from  Sandoval,  who  now  informed  him  that  he  entertained  five  per- 
fbns  of  confideration  who  had  quitted  Narvaez,  affigning  as  a  reafon 
for  it,  that  when  they  faw  he  did  not  refpedl:  his  Majefty*s  oydor,  ftill 
lefs  had  they  any  hopes  of  good  treatment  from  him,  being  the  oydor*s 
relations.  From  thefe  perfons  he  had  got  information  of  the  refolution 
of  Narvaez,  to  come  immediately  and  feek  us  out  in  Mexico. 

This  being  made  known  to  fuch  of  us  as  Cortes  was  in  the  habit 
of  advifing  with,  he  agreed  with  us  in  a  general  determination,  to  march 
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againft  Narvaez  and  his  forces,  leaving  Alvarado  in  the  command  of 
the  city.  With  him  remained  all  thofe  who  were  not  inclined  to  go 
with  us,  and  alfo  all  thofe  who  we  thought  would  be  better  from  us> 
as  having  an  inclination  towards  Narvaez  or  Velafquez.  We  alfo  left 
a  fufficiency  of  provifions,  which  was  the  more  necefiary  as  the  harvefl 
had  been  deficient,  owing  to  a  want  of  rain.  We  ftrengthened  our 
quarters  by  a  good  pallifade,  leaving  eighty  three  foldiers,  with  four 
large  guns,  twenty  four  mufquets  and  crofs-bows  and  feven  horfes,  to 
keep  in  awe,  the  populous  city  of  Mexico. 

Cortes  having  waited  'on  Montezuma  previous  to  our  march,  the 
king  queflioned  him  relative  to  his  intention  of  marching  againft  Nar- 
vaez, both  being  of  the  fame  country,  and  vaflals  of  the  fame  monarch. 
He  alfo  requefled  to  know  if  he  could  be  of  any  fervice,  expreffing  his 
apprehcnfion,  from  what  he  had  heard  of  their  fuperior  numbers;  and 
he  alfo  alked  of  Cortes,  an  explanation  relative  to  the  charges  brought 
by  the  new  comers  againft  him  and  us,  that  we  were  outcafts  and  trai- 
tors, and  that  the  others  were  fent  to  bring  us  to  punifhment.     Cortes 
chearfully  replied,  that  he  had  not  before  fpoken  to  him  on  the  fubjedt 
of  his  departure,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  it  would  give  his  majefty 
concern ;  that  it  was  true  we  were  all  vaflals  of  the  fame  monarch,  but 
utterly  falfe  that  we  were  traitors  and  fugitives,  for  on  the  contrary,  we 
had  come  fully  authorifed.     That  as  for  their  deftroying  us  by  their  fu- 
perior numbers,  it  did  not  depend  upon  them,  but  upon  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  his  bleffed  mother,  who  would  fupport  us;  and  he  alfo  add- 
ed, that  as  our  monarch  ruled  many  different  countries,  the  inhabitants 
of  fome  were  more  brave  than  thofe  of  others,  and  that  we  were  all  na- 
tives of  Old  Caftille,  and  called  true  Caflillians,  whereas  our  opponents 
were  commanded  by  a  Bifcayan ;  and  that  his  majefly  fhould  foon  fee  the 
difierenee  between  us,  as  he  hoped  with  the  bleiTing  of  God,  to  bring 
them  back  with  him  prifoners,  and  that  our  going  fhould  not  therefore 
give  his  majefly  any  uneafinefs.     He  alfo  expreffed  his  hope,    that 
Montezuma  would  to  his  utmofl  endeavour,  prevent  any  infurred:ion 
in  the  city,  as  he  certainly^  would,  on  his  return,  make  thofe  who  bc- 
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haved  ill  in  his  abfence,  dearly  anfwer  for  it.  Cortes  then  took  his 
leave,  embracing  Montezuma  twice,  which  the  king  returned,  and 
Donna  Marina  acquitted  herfclffo  well  in  her  office,  that  (he  made  the  re- 
paration a  very  melancholy  one.  Montezuma  promifed  to  do  all  that 
Cortes  defired  him,  and  offered  to  affifl;  him  with  five  thoufand  troops; 
an  offer  which  Cortes,  knowing  indeed  that  he  had  them  not  to  fend, 
declined,  by  faying,  that  he  required  no  aid  but  that  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift ;  but  he  rcquefted  that  the  king  would  caufe  due  attention  to  be 
given  to  that  part  of  the  temple  which  was  confecrated  to  our  holy  reli- 
gion. Having  parted  from  Montezuma,  he  fummonned  AlvUrado  and 
the  garrifon  of  Mexico,  and  addrefling  them  in  a  body,  he  charged  them 
to  watch  well,  and  not  fuffer  the  king  to  efcape  from  them,  promifing, 
at  his  return,  if  they  did  their  duty  properly,  to  make  them  all  rich. 
The  clergyman  Juan  Diaz,  and  certain  other  fufpe<5ted  perfons,  he  left 
with  Alvarado. 

We  then  fet  out  on  our  march  by  the  city  of  Cholula,  from 
whence  we  fent  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Tlafcalans,  requiring  them  to  affill 
us  with  a  force  of  four  thoufand  warriors.  They  replied,  that  if  it  was 
againfl  Indians,  they  were  very  ready  to  go;  but  if  againfl  our  coun- 
trymen, they  begged  to  be  excufed.  They  fent  us  however  twenty 
loads  of  fowls.  Cortes  alfo  wrote  to  Sandoval  to  join  him,  with  all  his 
force,  at  a  place  called  Tampinequeta,  or  Mitalaquita,  twelve  leagues 
from  Cempoal.  We  marched  without  baggage,  in  regular  order,  and 
with  two  confidential  men,  foot  foldicrs,  a  days  journey  before  us; 
they  did  not  keep  the  dire<5t  road,  but  went  by  thofe  where  cavalry 
could  not  pafs,  enquiring  for  intelligence  concerning  the  army  of  Nar- 
vaez. 

When  we  had  proceeded  fome  diflance  upon  our  march,  one  of 
our  advanced  parties  met  with  four  Spaniards,  who  turned  out  to  be 
thofe  of  Narvaez,  with  the  proofs  of  his  commifTion  of  captain  gene- 
ral. On  our  coming  to  where  they  were,  they  faluted  Cortes  with  great 
refpedt,  and  he  immediately  difmounted,  in  order  to  confer  with  them. 
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Alonzo  da  Mata  the  principal  perfon,  was  then  proceeding  to  read  the 
documents ;  but  Cortes  cut  him  fhort,  by  alking  him  if  he  was  a  roy- 
al notary,  adding,  that  on  producing  his  commiflion  he  fhould  be  obey- 
ed, but  if  he  had  it  not,  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  read  any  fuppofed 
orders;    that  thofe  of  his  Majefty  he  fubmitted  to,  proftrate  on  the 
ground,  but  defired  to  fee  the  original.     Mata,  frightened,  and  hold- 
ing in  reality  no  office  under  the  crown,  did  not  know  what  to  fay ; 
but  Cortes  relieved  him  from  his  embarrafment,  and  he  halted  here,  to 
give  them  time  to  refrefh  themfelves.     Cortes  told  them  our  deftination, 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  any  meffage  from  their  general,  of 
whom  he  never  ufed  a  difrefped:ful  expreiTion ;  but  he  talked  privately 
with  thefe  perfons,  and  ufed  arguments  of  fo  convincing  a  nature,  that 
before  they  feparated,  he  hiade  them  completely  his  friends.     On  their 
return,  they  were  loud  in  their  praifes  of  Cortes,  and  his  generofity;  and 
of  the  magnificence  of  our  appearance ;  for  many  of  our  foldiers  bore 
ornaments  of  gold,  upon  their  arms,  and  chains  and  collars  of  the  fame 
about  their  necks.     Sandoval  and  his  party  joined  us  on  the  next  day, 
at  the  rcndezvouz  j  they  were  in  all  about  fevcnty.     With  them  came 
the  five  who  had  quitted  Narvaez,    and  who  were  moft  gracioufly  re- 
ceived by  Cortes.     Sandoval  told  him,  that  he  had  fome  time  before 
fent  two  foldiers,  difguifed  like  Indians,  into  the  quarters  of  Narvaez  ; 
their  complexions  refembled  the  natives,  and  each  brought  a  load  of 
fruit  to  fell.     They  went  direcftly  to  the  habitation  of  the  brave  Salvati- 
erra,  who  bought  their  fruit  for  a  firing  of  yellow  beads ;  he  then  fent 
them  to  get  grafs  for  his  horfe,  on  the  banks  of  a  little  river;  they 
brought  the  laft  load  about  the  hour  of  vefpers,  and  having  fed  the  horfc, 
they  fat  there  till  night,  during  which  time  they  heard  Salvatierra  ob- 
ferve  to  fome  of  his  aflbciates,  what  a  lucky  moment  they  had  come  at, 
to  get  the  fcven  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  from  that  traitor  Cortes, 
As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  our  foldiers  got  out  of  the  houfe  unobferved, 
taking  with  them  the  horfe,  faddle  and  bridle,  and  on  their  way  they 
met  with  another  horfe  which  was  lame,  and  which  they  alfo  feized 
and  brought  off.     Cortes  laughed  heartily  when  he  heard  it,  and  we 
afterwards  learned  that  Salvatierra  had  diverted  all  the  army  of  Narvaez 
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with  his  abfurditics,  when  he  found  the  trick  that  h^td  been  pjayed  up- 
on him.     After  that  time  they  kept  a  better  watch. 

It  was  determined  now  by  us,  to  fend  the  reverend  father  of  the 
order  of  mercy,  with  a  letter  to  Narvaez,  the  contents  of  which  were 
to  this  purpofe.  That  we  had  rejoiced  on  hearing  of  fo  noble  a  perfon*s 
arrival  in  this  country,  as  expecfling  material  advantage  therefrom,  both 
to  our  holy  religion,  and  his  Majefty's  fervice;  but  that  contrary  to  our 
expe(5lations  he  had  reviled  us,  and  caufed  the  whole  coimtry  to  revolt. 
That  our  general  had  fent,  offering  to  refign  to  him  whatever  territories 
or  provinces  he  chofe  to  occupy,  and  to  engage  in  new  expeditions. 
That  if  he  came  by  virtue  of  a  commiflion  from  his  Majefly,  we  de- 
manded a  fight  of  the  original,  within  the  fpace  of  three  days,  for  which 
purpofe,  and  to  obey  it  proflrate  on  the  earth,  we  had  now  advanced 
hither;  but  if  no  fuch  authority  was  in  his  pofTefTion,  hefhould  return 
to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  not  do  any  thing  here  that  would  throw  the 
country  into  a  diflurbance,  which  if  he  attempted,  we  would  as  in  du- 
ty bound  make  him  prifoner,  and  fend  him  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  his  Majefty's  pleafure.  That  he  was  anfwerable  for  all  the  lamenta- 
ble confequences  that  would  enfue,  and  that  this  letter  was  thus  fent,, 
becaufe  no  royal  notary  dare  undertake  to  deliver  one,  as  according  to 
due  form  ought  to  be  done,  after  the  violence  committed  againft  his  Ma- 
jefly's  officer,  the  oydor,  a  crime  Laefae  Majeflatis,  the  perpetrator  of 
which  Cortes  was  in  duty  bound  to  apprehend  and  bring  to  juflice,  and 
for  which  he  thereby  cited  him  to  appear  and  anfwer,  calling  God  to 
witnefs  the  juflnefs  of  his  condud:.  This  letter  concluding  with  cx- 
prefTions  of  great  refpedl,  was  Hgned  by  Cortes,  the  captains,  and  fe- 
veral  foldiers,  and  fent  by  the  Reverend  Father  Olmedo,  and  by  afoldicr 
of  the  name  of  Ulagre,  whofe  brother  came  over  with  NarvaezJ  as  the 
commander  of  his  artillery. 

Clmedo  on  his  arrival  waited  in  Narvaez  with  great  refpecfl,  and 
alfb  proceeded  to  execute  the  refl  of  his  miflion,  in  bringing  together 
certain  officers  of  that  army,  amongft  whom  were  Rodorigo  Mira  and 
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Ulagre  of  the  artillery.  To  thefe  he  liberally  diilributed  his  gold,  and 
alfo,  more  privately,  to  Andres  de  Duero,  with  an  earneft  invitation  to 
him  to  vifit  Cortes.  Narvaez  foon  began  to  fufped:  what  was  the  real 
objedl  of  Olmedo,  and  was  inclined  to  feizc  and  make  him  prifoner ; 
which  being  known  to  Duero,  who  had  great  influence  with  Narvaez, 
not  only  on  account  of  his  fituation,  but  alfo  from  their  being  fome  way 
related,  he  reprefented  to  him  the  impropriety  of  committing  fuch  an 
outrage  againft  a  perfon  of  a  holy  function.  He  alfo  furmifed  to  him 
the  great  probability  that  the  foldiers  of  Cortes  might  be  eafily  won  over 
fo  him  by  a  little  attention  and  policy.  Having  by  thefe  arguments  and 
other  iimilar  ones  appeafed  Narvaez  for  the  prefent,  he  took  his  leave, 
and  informed  Olmedo  of  what  had  pafled.  Narvaez  fliortly  after  fcnt 
for  Olmedo,  who  waited  on  him,  and  defired  permifTion  to  fpeak  to  him 
in  private,  and  there  in  a  laughing  manner  began  to  tell  him  how  he 
knew  that  he  had  given  orders  to  take  him  prifoner,  whereas  there  was 
not  a  perfon  exifting  more  devoted  to  his  fervicc,  and  that  he  knew  to 
a  certainty  many  perfons  in  the  army  of  Cortes  would  be  very  glad  to  fee 
liiim  delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  excellency ;  indeed  he  would  venture 
to  fay  our  whole  army  was  of  that  opinion,  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  af- 
fured  him,  that  he  pofleiTed  a  letter  full  of  abfurdities,  which  Cortes 
had  written  by  the  perfuafion  of  thofe  who  wiflied  to  deliver  him  up, 
and  which  was  indeed  fuch  ridiculous  fluff  that  he  had  been  once  or 
twice  inclined  to  throw  it  away,  but  would  with  his  permiflion  now 
bring  it  to  him.  He  accordingly  went,  as  he  faid,  for  the  letter,  pre- 
tending he  had  left  it  in  his  baggage,  but  in  reality  to  call  to  Duero  and 
others,  to  delire  them  to  be  prefent  as  witnefTes  at  the  delivery  of  it. 

Duero,  in  order  to  carry  on  his  plan  of  getting  an  interview- with 
Cortes,  then  propofed,  that  fleps  Ihould  be  taken  to  open  a  communi- 
cation between  them  and  him,  to  which  Auguflin  Bermudez  a  fecret 
friend  of  Cortes  added,  that  Duero  and  Salvatierra  fhould  be  fent  upon 
the  bufinefs  j  this  he  did  knowing  the  character  of  Salvatierra,  who  was 
not  at  all  difpofed  to  the  expedition.  It  was  at  laft  fettled,  that  Duero 
ihould  wait  on  Cortes  to  invite  hina  to  a  meeting  for  the  purpofe  of  ac- 
commodation 
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commodatlon,  and  the  arrangement  of  their  future  meafures,  at  a  place 
which  lay  at  a  convenient  diftance  between  the  quarters  of  the  two  ar- 
mies, and  that  there  Narvaez  was  to  feize  and  make  him  prifoner,  for 
which  purpofe  he  prepared  twenty  of  his  foldiers  in  whom  he  placed 
moft  confidence.  Intelligence  of  all  this  was  immediately  conveyed  to 
Cortes.  The  reverend  father  remained  at  the  quarters  of  Narvaez,  hav- 
ing made  out  a  relationfhip  to  Salvatierra,  with  whom  he  dined  every 
day. 

Our  general,  on  firft  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Narvaez,  fent  a  fol- 
dier  who  had  ferved  in  Italy  and  underftood  perfedly  the  management 
of  the  lance,  to  the  province  of  the  Chinantans,  who  had  fhortly  before 
entered  into  alliance  with  us.  They  ufed  lances  much  longer  than  ours, 
with  blades  of  fharpened  ftone.  This  foldier,  named  Barrientos,  was 
fent  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  from  them  three  hundred  of  their  lances, 
and  as  there  was  plenty  of  copper  in  that  province,  he  gave  him  direc- 
tions to  get  two  heads  made  of  this  metal,  for  each  lance.  Thefe  were 
accordingly  done,  being  executed  with  fuch  ingenuity  that  they  exceed- 
ed the  pattern.  He  alfo  obtained  the  afliftance  of  two  thoufand  warri- 
ors of  this  nation,  who  were  to  rendezvouz  at  our  quarters,  armed  in 
the  fame  manner.  Having  done  this  he  returned,  with  two  hundred 
Indians,  bringing  with  them  the  lances  which  he  had  procured  for  us, 
and  which  we  found  on  handling  to  be  extraordinarily  good,  and  wc 
were  immediately  exercifed  with  them,  A  mufter  was  alio  taken  of  our 
army,  which  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fix,  *  including  fife 
and  driim,  with  five  mounted  cavalry,  two  artillery  men,  few  crofs- 
bow-men,  and  fewer  mufqueteers.  And  this  was  the  force,  and  fuch 
the  weapons,  with  which  we  marched  againft,  and  were  to  encounter 
and  defeat  the  army  of  Narvaez. 

I  mufi:  recall  the  recolled:ion  of  my  reader  to  that  part  of  my  narra- 
tive, wherein  I  related  how  Andres  de  Duero,  and  the  Contador  de 
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Lares,  negociated  the  appointment  of  Cortes  to  the  flation  of  captain 
general.  Alfo  that  they  were  to  make  an  equal  partition  of  all  the 
treafure  that  (hould  be  acquired  by  him.  Duero  now  therefore  feeing 
Cortes  fo  wealthy,  under  colour  to  Narvaez  of  a  treaty  whereby  to  get 
Cortes  in  his  power,  waited  on  the  latter,  in  order  to  obtain  from  him 
his  fhare  of  the  riches,  for  the  third  partner,  De  Lares,  was  fometime 
dead.  This  Cortes  not  only  acceded  to,  but  moreover  promifed  him 
equal  command  with  himfelf,  and  an  equal  (hare  of  territory 
when  the  conquefl  of  the  country  (hould  be  effed:ed;  fo  that  it  was 
agreed  between  them,  together  with  Auguftin  Bermudez,  Alguazil 
major  of  the  army  of  Narvaez,  and  many  others  whom  I  will  not  now 
name,  to  get  rid  of  the  command  of  Narvaez  altogether.  Cortes  to 
confirm  thefe,  and  bring  over  others,  was  more  liberal  than  ever  in  his 
prefents,  with  which  he  loaded  the  two  Indians  of  Duero.  On  one  of 
thefe  days  of  intercourfe,  after  they  had  been  a  confiderable  time  toge- 
ther privately,  and  had  dined,  Duero  having  mounted  his  horfe,  allied 
Cortes  if  he  had  any  commands  for  him;  to  which  Cortes  replied,  that 
he  wi(hed  to  remind  him  not  to  deviate  from  what  they  had  now  fettled, 
for  that  if  he  did,  by  his  confcience,  which  was  his  ufual  oath,  he 
would  be  in  his  quarters  within  three  days,  and  that  he  (hould  be  the 
very  firft  perfon  at  whom  he  would  throw  his  lance;  and  faying  this, 
he  bid  him  farewell.  Duero  turned  off  laughing,  and  faid  that  he  would 
not  fail.  On  his  arrival  at  the  quarters  of  Narvaez,  he  is  faid  to  have 
told  him,  that  Cortes  and  all  with  him  were  ready  to  range  themfelves 
under  his  command, 

Cortes  now  fent  for  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  a  perfon  of  much 
confideration,  and  who  had  always  been  his  particular  friend,  though 
a  near  relation  of  the  governor  of  Cuba,  and  on  his  coming  to  him  told 
him,  in  that  fmooth  and  perfuafive  manner  that  he  could  put  on  when 
ever  he  pleafed,  *'  Senior  Velafquez  de  Leon,  Duero  has  informed  me^ 
**  that  Narvaez  is  anxious  to  fee  you  in  his  camp,  and  that  it  is  report- 
**  ed  if  you  go  thither  I  am  an  undone  man;  Now  my  worthy  friend 
*•  mount  your  grey  mare,  put  on  your  fanfarona,  (gold  chain,)  take  with 
**  you  all  your  valuables,  and  more  ftill,  which  I  will  give  you,   and 
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**  and  fix  yourfelf  with  Narvaez  immediately,  and  diflribute  the  gold 
**  I  givC'  you  according  to  my  dire^^ions."  Velafquez  rephed,  that 
he  would  willingly  obey  his  ordei  in  every  thing  but  one,  which  was 
that  of  taking  his  treafure  with  him.  To  which  Cortes  anfwered  that 
he  believed  as  much,  but  that  he  did  not  wifh  him  to  go  on  other  terms 
than  what  he  had  mentioned.  De  Leon  ftill  however  continued  firm 
in  what  he  had  faid,  and  after  a  fecret  conference  fet  out  for  Cempoal. 
In  about  two  hours  after  the  departure  of  Velafquez,  Cortes  ordered  the 
drum  to  be  beat  to  arms,  whereon  our  little  army  afTemblcd,  and  we  fet 
forward  on  our  march.  On  our  way  we  killed  two  wild  hogs,  which 
our  foldiers  faid  was  a  good  omen.  We  flept  all  that  night  by  the  fide 
of  a  rivulet,  according  to  cuftom  the  ground  our  bed  and  ftones  our 
pillows,  and  next  day  arrived  at  the  river  and  place  where  \he  city  of 
Vera  Cruz  is  now  built,  but  which  was  at  that  time  an  Indian  village, 
and  planted  with  trees.  As  it  was  about  midday  and  the  weather  very 
fultry,  we  repofed  here  for  the  prefent,  being  much  fatigued  by  the 
weight  of  our  arms  and  lances. 

Captain  de  Leon  arrived  by  day  break  at  the  town  of  Cempoal. 
The  Indians  were  overjoyed  to  fee  him  and  circulated  the  news  of  his 
arrival,  fo  that  Narvaez  heard  of  it,  and  immediately  thereon  came  out 
to  embrace  him.  Velafquez  having  paid  his  compliments  faid,  that  he 
only  came  in  the  hopes  of  making  an  amicable  arrangement  between 
him  and  Cortes;  upon  which  Narvaez  taking  him  afide,  afkcd  him 
how  he  could  talk  of  treating  with  any  fuch  traitor.  Velafquez  re- 
plied, that  Cortes  was  a  faithful  and  zealous  ofRcer  of  his  majeily, 
and  defired  that  no  fuch  epithet  fhould  be  applied  to  him  in  his  pre- 
fcnce.  Narvaez  however  perfif^ed,  offering,  if  he  would  renounce 
Cortes,  to  make  him  the  fecond  in  command;  to  which  Velafquez 
replied  that  he  {hould  be  unpardonable  in  quitting  one  who  had  done 
fo  much  for  the  fervice  of  his  God  and  king.  By  this  time  all  the 
principal  officers  had  arrived  to  falute  Velafquez,  who  was  a  favorite 
amongfi:  them,  being  a  very  polite  and  well  bred  gentleman,  of  a 
fine  figure  and  perfon,  and  he  now  wore  a  great  gold  chain  which 
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made  two  returns  over  his  fhoulders,  -and  round  his  body,  fo  that  he 
gave  the  idea  of  a  truly  gallant  foldier,  and  imprefTed  all  who  beheld 
him  with  refpedt.  The  Alguazil  Bermudez,  and  Andres  de  Duero, 
wifhed  particularly  to  communicate  with  him  in  private,  but  jufl  at  this 
moment  arrived  a  Captain  Gamarra,  together  with  one  Juan  Yufte, 
Juan  Buono,  and  Salvatierra  the  braggart.  Thefe  perfons,  determined 
Narvaez  to  make  him  prifoner,  for  the  freedom  with  which  he  had 
fpoken  in  favour  of  Gortes,  and  Narvaez  had  in  confequence  given 
privately  an  order  for  the  purpofe,  which  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
thofe  already  fpoken  of,  as  having  embarked  in  the  interefts  of  Gortes, 
they  immediately  reprefented  to  him  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a  violent 
proceeding,  and  how  impolitic  it  would  be.  Hereupon  Narvaez  again 
addreffed  him  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  requefting  his  afliftance  to 
bring  Gortes  and  the  reft  of  us  into  their  power,  and  invited  him  to  dine 
with  him  the  next  day.  Velafquez  promifed  afTiftance  to  his  defign, 
but  reprefenting  Gortes  as  determined  and  head  ftrong,  he  recommend- 
ed a  divifion  of  the  country,  and  that  each  fhoiUd  take  feparate  pro- 
vinces. At  this  time  Olmedo  getting  within  hearing  of  Velafquez,  and 
fpeaking  in  the  manner  of  a  perfon  of  truft,  addrefting  himfelf  to  Nar- 
vaez faid,  **  Let  your  excellency  order  out  your  troops  under  arms, 
*'  and  fhew  him  what  your  force  is,  that  Gortes  may  know,  and  be 
*'  terrifyed  at  it."  Narvaez  agreeing  to  this,  the  troops  were  turned 
out  in  review  order,  and,  pafled  by  them.  Velafquez  complimenting 
Narvaez  upon  their  number  and  appearance,  and  wifhing  him  an  in- 
creafe  of  his  power,  the  latter  replied,  faying,  he  believed  Velafquez 
was  now  convinced  how  efleftually  he  could  have  crufhed  Gortes  and 
all  thofe  with  him:  to  which  Velafquez  only  anfwered  that  he  trufted 
they  knew  how  to  defend  themfelves.  On  the  next  day  he  dined 
with  Narvaez,  and  there  was  in  company  a  nephew  of  the  governor  of 
Cuba,  a  captain  in  the  army.  The  converfation  turning  on  the  recent 
events,  this  gentleman  ufed  very  infulting  language  in  refpedt  to  Gortes ; 
upon  which,  Velafquez  rifmg  up  addreffed  himfelf  to  Narvaez  and  faid, 
**  I  have  already  requefted,  general,  that  you  would  not  permit  in  my 
*'  prefence,  difrefpedful  language  of  any  of  my  friends,  for  we  do  not 
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**  deferve  it."  But  the  other  gentleman,  on  this,  launching  out  into 
ftill  greater  hberty  with  Velafquez  himfelf,  the  latter  inflantly  laid  his 
hand  on  his  fword,  defiring  Narvaez  to  permit  him  to  punilh  him  as  a 
bafe  liar;  but  the  oflicers  prefent  interfering  prevented  mifchief,  and  it 
was  recommended  both  to  Velafquez  and  Olmedo  to  quit  the  place. 
Velafquez  accordingly,  on  his  excellent  grey  mare,  armed  in  his  helmet 
and  coat  of  mail  which  he  always  wore,  and  his  gold  chain  about  his 
fhoulders,  went  to  take  his  leave  of  Narvaez,  who  returned  his  falute 
veiy  coolly.  The  young  man  we  have  before  fpoken  of  was  again  very 
violent,  but  Velafquez  gave  him  no  other  reply  than  fwearing  by  his 
beard,  that  he  would  in  a  few  days  fee  what  materials  he  was  made  of: 
then,  taking  hafty  leave  of  thofe  who  were  ftanding  by,  he  put  fpurs 
to  his  good  grey  mare,  and  was  foon  out  of  fight,  for  he  had  got  a  hint 
or  fufpicion  that  Narvaez  would  fend  after  him,  and  faw  fome  perfons 
on  horfeback,  apparently  for  the  purpofej  but  he  was  too  well  mount- 
ed for  them,  and  reached  our  camp  in  fafety. 

We  were  at  that  time  repofing  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  after  the 
fatigues  of  fo  fultry  a  march,  when  a  report  came  from  an  outpoft  that 
horfemen  were  in  fight.  On  their  arrival,  what  greeting,  and  em- 
bracing, and  joy  and  congratulation !  and  how  Cortes  received  them ! 
and  well  he  might,  for  they  were  eminently  ferviceable  to  him.  We 
all  got  round  to  hear  their  narrative.  Velafquez  told  Cortes  firfl  how 
he  had  executed  his  commifTion,  and  diflributed  his  prefents.  Then  our 
merry  droll  friar  took  off  Narvaez  when  he  made  him  order  out  his 
troops  in  review,  to  laugh  at  him;  and  told  us  by  what  finefle  he  got 
him  to  read  the  letter;  and  how  he  had  perfuaded  the  bragging  fool 
Salvatierra  that  he  was  his  coufin,  the  one  being  from  Olmedo,  and  the 
other  from  Burgos ;  and  of  the  ridiculous  fpeeches  and  geflures  the  fel- 
low made  when  he  was  talking  how  he  would  kill  Cortes,  and  all  of 
us,  for  the  lofs  of  his  horfe;  mimicking -him  to  admiration.  Thus 
were  we  all  together  like  fo  many  brothers,  rejoicing  and  laughing  as  if 
we  had  been  at  a  wedding  or  a  feafl,  knowing  well  that  tomorrow 
was  the  day  in  which  we  were  to  conquer  or  die,  oppofed  to  five  times 
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our  number.  Such  is  the  fortune  of  war!  We  then  proceeded  on  our 
march,  and  halted  for  the  night  by  the  river  and  bridge  which  is  about 
a  league  diftant  from  Cempoal ;  at  prefent  tliere  is  a  dairy  farm  at  that 
place. 

After  the  departure  of  the  reverend  father  and  Juan  Velafquez  from 
the  quarters  of  Narvaez,  it  feems  that  certain  of  the  officers  gave  advice 
to  him  of  the  fecret  pradices  which  had  been  going  on,  and  recommend- 
ed to  him  to  be  well  upon  his  guard,  as  Cortes  had  many  friends 
amongfl:  his  troops.  The  fat  Cacique  alfo,  who  was  greatly  in  dread 
of  being  called  to  account  by  Cortes,  for  having  delivered  up  the  women 
and  mantles  with  which  he  had  been  intruded,  was  very  vigilant  in 
watching  and  obtaining  intelligence  of  our  motions,  as  he  was  directed 
by  Narvaez  to  do. 

Finding, that  we  had  now  approached  near  to  Cempoal,  the  fat 
Cacique  thus  addreffed  Narvaez.  **  What  are  you  doing,  and  how 
**  carelefs  are  you !  do  you  think  that  Malintzin  and  his  Teules  are  equal- 
**  ly  fo?  I  tell  you  that  when  you  leaft  expecSt  it  he  will  come  upon 
**  you  and  put  you  all  to  death.**  Although  Narvaez  laughed  at  this, 
he  did  not  however  rejedl:  the  warning.  The  firft  thing  he  in  confe- 
quenccdid  was,  to  declare  war  againft  us  with  lire,  fword,  and  free  rope. 
This  we  learned  from  a  foldier  named  El  Galleguillo,  who  came  over  to 
us,  or  was  fent  by  Andres  de  Duero  to  Cortes.  He  then  drew  up  his 
artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  in  a  plain  diftant  a  quarter  of  a  league 
from  Cempoal,  where  he  determined  to  wait  for  us.  It  happened  to 
rain  exceedingly  heavy  on  that  day,  and  as  the  troops  of  Narvaez  were 
not  accuflomcd  to  hardfhip,  and  moreover  defpifed  us,  they  grew  refl- 
Icfs  and  uneafy  in  their  lituation,  and  the  captains  advifed  their  chief 
to  march  them  back  to  their  quarters,  which  he  accordingly  did,  form- 
ing his  eighteen  guns  in  a  line,  in  front  of  the  building  in  which  he 
lodged.  His  officers  alfo  advifed,  that  a  grand  guard  of  forty  cavalry 
Ihould  be  pofted  for  the  night  on  the  road  of  Cempoal,  and  that  fome 
cavalry  vedettes,  and  acSlive  foot  foldiers,    Ihould  be  placed  to  watch 
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the  ford  which  we  mufl  pafs.  Twenty  of  the  cavalry  were  alfo  to  pa- 
trole  during  the  whole  night  in  and  about  the  quarters  of  Narvaez.  AH 
this  was  done  by  the  advice  of  his  officers,  who  wifhed  to  get  back  un- 
der fhelter,  and  who  defpifed  Cortes,  faying  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe 
he  would  come  to  attack  them  with  his  pitiful  handful  of  men,  and 
that  if  he  had  advanced,  it  was  only  a  mere  oftentation,  in  order  to  in- 
duce them  to  come  into  terms. 

When  Narvaez  returned  to  his  quarters,  he  promifed  publicly  two 
thoufand  crowns  to  whoever  killed  Cortes  or  Gonzalode  Sandoval.  He 
placed  as  fpies  at  the  ford,  one  Gonzalo  Carrafco  who  lives  now  in  La 
Puebla,  and  another  foldier  of  the  name  of  Hurtado.  He  alfo  filled  his 
own  q'uarters  with  Soldiers  armed  with  mufquets,  crofs-bows,  and 
partizans,  and  did  the  fame  by  thofe  of  the  Veedor  Salvatierra,  Gamar- 
ra,  and  Juan  Buono. 

As  foon  as  we  had  arrived  at  the  river  which  runs  through  the 
fertile  meadows  at  about  a  leagues  diftance  from  Cempoal,  trufty  perfons 
being  fele(5led  and  fent  to  the  outpofts,  our  Cortes  fummoned  us  all,  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  around  him,  where  he  was  on  horfeback,  and  earnest- 
ly enjoining  lilence,  addreffed  us  as  follows.      "Gentlemen,   it  is  well 
**  known  to  you  that  D.   Velafquez  governor  of  Cuba  fele(5ted  me  for 
•*  your  captain  general,  not  that  your  number  did  not  contain  many 
**  equally  worthy;  and  you  alfo  recoiled:  how  it  was  believed  by  us,  and 
**  publicly  proclaimed,  that  we  came  to  colonize,  when  in  reality  our 
*'  inftrudtions  went  no  farther  than  to  barter  with  the  natives.   You  al- 
**  fo  recolle(5t  itiy  determination  to  return  to  Cuba,  in  order  to  give  an 
*'  account  of  my  million  to  him  by  whom  I  was  entrufted  with  it,  but 
**  that  by  your  command  I  w^as  required  to  ftay  and  colonize  in  the 
'*  country  for  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  as,  thanks  to  God,  has  been  done, 
**  and  a  wife  determination  it  was.    You  alfo  made  me  as  you  recoiled; 
**'your  captain  general,  and  chief  magiftrate,  until  his  Majefty^s  plea- 
**  fure  was  known,  and  we  have  in  confequence  rendered  effential  fer- 
**  "vice  to  our  God  and  Monarch.     I  mull  now  remind  you  how  we 

have 


(     »97     ) 

*«  have  written  to  his  Majefly,  giving  a  full  account  of  thefe  countries » 
*  *  and  requefting  that  the  government  of  them  may  not  be  beftowed  on  any 
**  unworthy  perfon,  and  that  we,  fearing  the  effect  of  the  arts  and  influx 
**  enceof  the  Bifliop  of  Burgos,  and  of  the  Governor  of  Cuba  whom  he 
**  favors,    had   refolved    to  maintain   his   Majclly's    government  and 
**  right  in  this  country,  until   his  royal  mandate  duly  authenticated 
**  (hould  be  produced  to  us,  which  we  would  then  as  in  duty  bound, 
**  obey,  proftrate  upon  the  earth.     You  alfo  recolle(5l  how  we  have  fent 
*'  the  treafure  obtained  by  us  to  his  Majeffy.     Now  therefore,  advert- 
*'  ing  to  other  matters,  I  muft  remind  you  how  often  you  have  all  been 
**  at  the  point  of  death  in  various  wars  and  battles,   how  we  have  fuf- 
**  fered  from  fatigues,  and  rains,  and  winds,  and  hunger,  {li;eping  on 
*'  our  arms,  on  the  ground  and  in  fnow.     Not  to  mention  above  fifty 
**  of  our  countrymen  dead,  and  your  own  wounds  as  yet  unhealed,   our 
**  fufferings  by  fea  and  land,  the  perils  of  Tabafco,  Tlafcala,  and  of 
**   Cholula,  where  the  veflels  were  prepared  in  which  we  were  to  have 
**  been  boiled,  and  our  perilous  entry  into  Mexico.    In  addition  there- 
'*  to  many  of  you  have  been  on  expeditions    of  adventure  antecedent 
*'  to  this,  and  have  rifqued  and  loft  your  properties,  and   now  gentle- 
**  men,  Narvaez  comes,  and  maligns  and  afperfes  us  with  the  great 
*'  Montezuma,  and  immediately  on  landing  proclaims  war  agairift  us, 
**  with  fire,  fword,  and  rope,  as  if  we  were  infidel  Moors."     As  foon 
as  Coi'tes  had  concluded  this  he  proceeded  to  exalt  our  perfons  and  valour 
to  the  fkies,  and  after  an  abundance  of  the  moft  flattering  promifes  he 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  Narvaez  came  to  deprive  us  of  our  lives,, 
and  properties;  that  he  had  imprifoned  his  Majefty*s  oydor,    and  that 
it  was  uncertain  if  he  held  his  command  by  any  more  than  the  favor  of 
theBifhop  of  Burgos.  It  was  therefore  necefFary,  hefaid,  for  us,  as  faith- 
ful fubjedts,  t<5^fight  in  defence  of  his  Majefty*s  rights,  our  lives,  and; 
properties,  and  he  now  demanded  to  hear  our  determination.. 

Our  officers  and  foldiers  all  replied,  that  we  were  ready  and  deter- 
mined to  conquer  or  die ;  and  we  warned  him  not  to  fay  any  more  about  an 
accommodation,    or  partition  of  the  country,   for  that  if  he  did,  we 
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would  plunge  our  fvvords  in  his  body.  Cortes  on  hearing  this  applauded 
our  fpirit,  faying,  that  he  expedted  no  lefs,  and  adding  a  profufion  of 
promifes,  and  alTurances  that  he  would  make  us  all  rich  and  profperous. 
He  then,  adverting  to  our  intended  attack,  earneftly  enjoined  us  to  ob- 
ferve  the  ftri<5teft  filence,  faying,  that  to  conquer  in  battle,  prudence  and 
filence  were  more  neceffary  than  excefs  of  bravery ;  that  he  knew  our  ar- 
dour induced  all  to  ftrive  who  ihould  be  moft  forward,  and  that  it  was 
necefTary  to  diftribute  us  by  companies,  and  to  appoint  to  each  his  dif- 
tind:  duty.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  that  in  the  attack  the  firft  thing  to 
be  done  ihould  be,  to  feize  the  artillery.  For  this  duty  he  feledied  fe- 
venty  foldiers,  of  which  number  I  was  one,  and  put  us  under  the  com- 
mand of  Pizarro,  an  a^ive  lad,  whofe  name  however  was  at  that  time 
as  little  known  as  that  of  Peru.  He  gave  us  alfo  further  orders,  that  as 
foon  as  we  were  mafters  of  the  guns,  we  fhould  join  and  fupport  the 
detachment  which  was  to  attack  the  quarters  of  Narvaez.  This  lafl; 
mentioned  duty  he  afligned  to  Sandoval,  with  feventy  fele(^l:ed  men,  and 
as  this  captain  was  alfo  alguazil  major,  he  gave  him  a  warrant  to  arrefl: 
Narvaez,  drawn  up  as  follows. 

Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  alguazil  major  for  his  Majefty  in  New 
Spain.  You  are  hereby  commanded,  to  feize  the  body  of  Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez,  and  in  cafe  he  makes  refinance,  to  put  him  to  death;  the 
fame  being  neceffary  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  his  Majefty,  whofe 
officer  he  has  imprifoned.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  head  quarters, 
Counter  fip^ned,  )  vy  j    r-. 

Pedro  Hernandez,  Secretary.  \         Hernando  Cortes. 

Cortes  alfo  promifed  to  the  firfl:  foldier  who  laid  his  hand  on  Nar- 
vaez, the  fum  of  three  thoufand  crowns,  to  the  fecondg^  two  thoufand, 
and  to  the  third,  one  thoufand,  as  he  faid,  to  buy  gloves.  He  appoint- 
ed captain  I.  Velafquez  de  Leon  to  feize  his  relation  Diego  Velafquez, 
with  whom  he  had  the  quarrel,  and  gave  him  a  detachment  of  feventy 
foldiers,  retaining  twenty  with  himfelf,  as  a  referve,  to  go  wherever  he 
iaw  mofl  occafion,  and  more  particularly  to  fupport  the  attack  upon  the 
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quarters  of  Narvaez,  and  Salvatierra,  in  a  lofty  temple.  Having  thus 
arranged  his  troops  and  inflruded  his  captains,  he  addrefTed  us  in  a  few- 
words,  faying,  he  well  knew  that  the  army  of  Narvaez  was  four  times 
more  numerous  than  ours,  but  that  they  were  not  accuftomed  to  arms, 
and  many  of  them  were  ill;  he  therefore  trufled,  that,  attacking  them* 
thus  unexpedledly,  God  would  give  the  vid:ory  to  us,  who  were  his 
faithful  fervants,  and  that  next  to  divine  affiftance,  we  were  to  rely  on 
our  own  courage,  and  the  ftrength  of  our  arms ;  that  now  was  the  hour 
of  trial,  and  that  at  worft  it  was  preferable  to  die  with  glory. 

One  circumflance  has  ftruck  me  fince,  which  is,  that  he  never 
once  faid  or  infinuated  to  us  that  fuch  or  fuch  perfons  in  the  army  of 
Narvaez  were  our  friends;  and  in  fo  doing  he  aCled  like  a  wife  captain, 
making  us  rely  entirely  on  our  own  exertions,  and  ufe  them  to  the  ut- 
moft,  without  expe(5ling  any  other  afliftance  or  fupport.  Our  three  de- 
tachments were  now  formed,  and  the  captains  at  the  head  of  each,  they 
and  the  foldiers  mutually  encouraging  each  other.  Our  captain,  Pi- 
zarro,  explained  to  us  how  we  were  to  rufh  in  upon  the  guns  with  our 
lances  at  the  charge,  and  that  immediately  on  getting  them  in  our  pof- 
feflion,  the  artillery  men  who  were  attached  to  his  company  fhould  point 
and  fire  them  againfl  the  quarters  of  Narvaez, 

What  would  we  not  have  given  for  defenfive  armour  on  this  night !  |    ,  jv    | 

A  morion,  a  helmet,  or  a  breailplate,  would  have  fetched  any  money.  ^     '^  ^ 

Our  counterfign  was  Spiritu  fanto,  Spiritu  fanto.  That  of  Narvaez  was  ' 
Santa  Maria,  Santa  Maria. 

As  Captain  Sandoval  and  I  were  always  intimate  friends,  he  at  this   '^     ^       ,  /  ( 
time  called  me  afide,  and  made  me  pjomife  him  that  after  the  capture  1/^  "^^ 

of  the  guns  if  I  remained  alive,  I  would  feek  out  and  attach  myfelf  to 
him  for  the  reft  of  the  engagement.  Thefe  things  being  arranged,  we 
remained  with  empty  ftomachs,  tefledting  on  what  was  before  us,  and 
waiting  for  the  orders  to  march.  I  was  ftationed  centinel  at  an  advan- 
ced poft,  and  had  not  been  there  long  when  a  patrole  came  to  me^  and 
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afked  me  if  I  had  heard  any  thing.  I  replied  that  I  had  not.  A  cor- 
poral foon  after  came  to  our  poft  and  faid  that  Galleguillo  the  deferter 
of  Narvaez's  army  was  mi/Ting,  and  that  he  had  come  amongft  us  as 
a  fpy ;  in  confequencc  of  which  Cortes  had  given  orders  that  we  fhduld 
march  inftahtly.  Accordingly  we  heard  our  drum  beat,  and  the  cap- 
tains calling  over  their  companies. 

We  joined  the  column,  and  proceeding  on  our  march,   we  found 
the  foldier  whom  we  had  milfed,   fleeping  in  the  road  under  fome  man- 
tles, for  the  poor  fellow  not  being  inured  to  hardfliips  was  fatigued.   We 
continued  our  march  at  a  quick  pace,  and  in  profound  filence,  and  foon 
arrived  at  the  river,  where  we  furprifed  the  two  vedettes  of  the  army  of 
Narvaez,  one  of  whom,  by  name  Carrafco,  we  made  prifoner,  the  other 
flying  before  lis  into  the  town,  and  giving  the  alarm.     On  account  of 
the  rain,  we  found  the  river  deeper  than  ufual,  and  difficult  to  pafs, 
owing  to  the  loofe  ftones  under  our  feet,  and  the  weight  of  our  arms. 
/  ,  I  alfo  recoiled;  that  the  foldier  whom  we  had  made  prifoner  called  to  our 
^^.^         general,   *'  Senior  Cortes  do  not  advance,  for  I  fwear  that  Narvaez  is 
1     **  with  his  whole  force  drawn  up  to  receive  you."     Cortes   gave  him 
»^    in  charge  to  his  fecretary,  Hernandez,  and  we  proceeded,  and  on  com- 
ing into  the  town,  heard  the  man  who  had  efcaped,  giving  the  alarm, 
and  Narvaez  calling  to  his  captains  to  turn  out. 

Our  company  which  headed  the  column,  charging  our  lances,  rufh- 
cd  on,  and  clofing  up  to  the  guns,  made  ourfelves  mafters  of  them 
without  giving  the  artillery  men  time  to  put  the  matches  to  more  than 
four,  of  which  one  (hot  only  took  effect,  killing  three  of  our  foldiers. 
•^  ^  Our  whole  force  now  advanced  with  drurn  beating,   and  falling  upon 

the  cavalry  brought  down  fix  or  feven  of  them,  whilfl  we  who  had  got  pof- 
feflion  of  the  guns  could  not  quit  them,  becaufe  the  enemy  kept  up  a 
heavy  difcharge  of  arrows  and  mufquetry  from  the  quarters  of  Narvaez. 
Captain  de  Sandoval  and  his  company  coming  forward,  marched  up  the 
fteps  of  the  temple,  notwithflanding  that  he  was  floutly  refifled  by  the 
enemy  with  milTile  weapons,  mufquetry,  partizans,  and  lances,  and 
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then,  we  who  were  In  charge  of  the  artillery,  perceiving  that  there  was. 
no  longer  any  danger  to  them,  left  them  to  our  gujiners,  and  proceeded 
with  Captain  Pizarro  to  fupport  the  attack  of  Sandoval,  who  had  been 
forced  down  fix  or  feven  of  the  fteps.  Supported  by  us  they  again  ad- 
vanced, making  the  enemy  give  ground  in  their  turn,  and  juft  at  that 
inftant,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  I  heard  the  voice  of  Narvaez  crying  out> 
**  Santa  Maria  affift  me,  for  they  have  killed  me,  and  ftruck  out  one 
**  of  my  eyes !  '*  On  this  we  all  fhouted  out,  **  Victory !  viiflory !  for  the 
**  Efpiritu  Santo!   Narvaez  is  dead." 

Still  we  could  not  force  our  way  into  the  temple,  until  Martin  Lo^ 
pez  the  (hipwright,  a  very  tall  man,  fet  fire  to  the  thatch  of  the  roof, 
and  the  fire  fprcading,  forced  thofe  who  were  infide  to  rufh  out  and 
come  tumbling  down  the  fleps.  P.  Sanchez  Farfan  was  the  firfl  who 
laid  his  hand  on  Narvaez;  we  brought  him  prifoner  to  Sandoval,  to- 
gether with  feveral  of  his  captains,  and  continued  fhouting,  **  Vidory ! 
"  Live  our  King  and  Cortes !   Narvaez  is  dead !  " 

During  this  time  Cortes  and  the  reft  of  our  army  were  engaged 
with  thofe  of  the  troops  of  Narvaez  who  yet  held  out,  in  fome  lofty 
temples    which  we   now  battered  with  the  artillery.      As    foon    as 
our  fhouts  were  underflood,  and  the  caufe  of  them,    Cortes  made  pro- 
clamation that  all  who  did  not  inflantly  fubmit,  and  range  themfelves 
under  the  flandards  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  command  of  his  ofHcer  Cor- 
tes, fhould  be  put  to  death.     This  however  had  no  eftedl  on  thofe  who 
occupied  the  lofty  temples  where  Diego  Velafquez  and  Salvatierra  were 
ported,  until  Sandoval  with  one  half  of  our  body,  and  the  guns,  pro- 
ceeded againfl  them,  and  entering,  made  thofe  officers  and  the  people 
with  them  prifoners.     As  foon  as  this  was  done,  Sandoval  returned  to 
keep  guard  upon  Narvaez,  who  was  doubly  ironed.    We  had  alfo  with 
him  under  our  care,  Salvatierra,  D.  Velafquez,  Gamarra,  Juan  Yufle, 
Juan  Buono  Vilcaino,  and  many  other  principal  perfons.    Shortly  after, 
Cortes  came  in  unobferved,  fatigued,  and  the  fweat  running  down  his 
face;  and  addr^fling  Sandoval,  without  any  congratulation  or  compli- 
f,,.  r  Dd  ment 
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ment,  told  him  that  it  was  impoffible  to  defcribe  what  he  had  gone 
through.  Then  turning  about  he  cried,  **  What  is  become  of  Narvaez? 
*•  howisNarvaez?  Sandoval  anfwered,  "Hereheisveryfafe.  Cortes  then 
**  faid,  "Son  Sandoval  keep  good  watch  on  him,  and  the  other  captains." 
After  which  he  haftened  out  to  caufe  proclamation  to  be  made,  that  all 
fhould  immediately  lay  down  their  arms  and  fubmit. 

All  this  paffed  during  the  night,  fhowers  falling  very  frequently, 
and  in  the  intervals  the  moon  (hone;  but  jufl  at  the  moment  of  our  at- 
tack it  was  extremely  dark,  and  rained  heavily,  and  a  multitude  of  fire 
flies  appearing  at  the  fame  time,  the  foldicrs  of  Narvacz  thought  that 
they  were  the  lighted  matches  of  our  mufquetry. 

Narvaez  was  very  badly  wounded,  and  his  eye  was  beaten  out;  he 
therefore  requcfted  that  his  furgeon  named  Maeftre  Juan  fhould  be 
fent  for.  This  being  done,  whilft  he  was  under  the  operation  of  hav- 
ing his  eye  dreffed,  Cortes  entered  the  room  unnoticed;  but  being 
foon  obferved,  Narvaez  addrefling  him  faid,  *'  Senior  Captain  Cortes, 
*'  appreciate  as  it  deferves  your  good  fortune,  in  having  defeated  and 
•'  made  me  prifoner."  Cortes  replied  that  his  thanks  were  due  to  God, 
and  to  his  valiant  officers  and  foldiers,  but  that  it  was  the  leaft  of  our 
atchievements  fince  our  arrival  in  New  Spain,  and  that  for  daring,  he 
thought  the  arreft  of  his  Majefty*s  officer  much  exceeded  it.  He  then 
quitted  the  place,  again  warning  Sandoval  to  keep  good  guard. 

We  foon  after  brought  Narvaez  and  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  to  ano- 
ther apartment,  where  a  guard  was  placed  upon  them  compofed  of  our 
moft  trufty  and  confidential  foldiers.  To  this  duty  I  was  appointed,  and 
\  S^^'  Sandoval  before  he  left  us  called  me  afide,  and  gave  me  a  private  order 
to  permit  no  perfon  whatever  to  fpeak  to  Narvaez.  We  knew  that  forty 
of  the  cavalry  were  at  an  outpoft  on  the  river ;  it  was  therefore  necefTary 
to  keep  a  good  guard  until  this  party  was  difpofed  of,  left  they  (hould 
fall  on  us  in  order  to  refcue  their  officers.  Cortes  now  fent  to  them  Chrif- 
toval  de  Oli,  and  de  Ordas,  mounted  on  two  of  the  horfes  of  Narvaez 
which  we  found  tied  in  a  fmall  wood  clofe  to  Cempoal,  with  unlimited 
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offers  if  they  would  come  in  and  fubmit.  Our  officers  guided  by  one 
of  Narvaez's  foldiers  arrived  at  the  poft  of  the  cavalry,  and  by  their 
promifes  and  arguments  won  them  over,  and  they  all  entered  the  town 
together.  " 

By  this  time  it  was  clear  day.  Cortes,  feated  in  an  arm  chair,  a 
mantle  of  orange  colour  thrown  over  his  fhoulders,  his  arms  by  his  fide, 
and  furrounded  by  his  officers  and  foldiers,  received  the  falutations  of 
the  cavaliers  who  as  they  difmounted  came  up  to  him  to  kifs  his  hand. 
It  was  wonderful  to  fee  the  affability,  and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he 
fpoke  to  and  embraced  them,  and  the  compliments  which  he  made  to 
them;  amongfl  the  number  were  Augujflin  Bermudez,  Andres  de  Du- 
cro,  and  many  other  friends  of  our  general.  Each,  as  he  had  paid  his 
refpedis,  took  his  leave,  and  went  to  the  quarters  affigned  him.  Du- 
ring all  this  time,  and  even  before  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry,  the  drums, 
fifes,  and  timbals  of  the  army  of  Narvaez  never  ceafed,  having  flruck 
up  at  day  break  in  honor  of  Cortes,  without  being  defired  or  fpoken  to 
by  any  one  of  us.  One  of  them  a  Negro  and  a  comical  fellow,  danced 
and  (houted  for  joy,  crying,  **  Where  are  the  Romans  who  with  fiich^  fUiK^-'^^ 
**  fmall  numbers  have  ever  atchieved  fuch  a  glorious  victory  ?^*  Nor 
was  it  poffible  to  filence  him  or  the  refl,  until  Cortes  was  at  lafl  obli-^ 
ged  to  order  one  of  them  to  be  confined. 

Our  loffes  on  each  fide  on  this  occafion  were  as  follow.  The  en- 
fign  of  Narvaez,  named  Fuertes,  an  Hidalgo  of  Seville.  A  captain  of 
the  fame  army  named  Roxas,  of  Old  Caflille,  and  two  others  killed,  and 
many  wounded.  One  alfo  of  the  three  who  had  antecedently  deferted 
from  us  to  him  was  killed.  Four  of  our  foldiers  were  killed,  and  a 
number  wounded.  The  fat  Cacique  on  our  approach  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  quarters  of  Narvaez  j  he  alfo  received  a  wound :  Cortes  ordered 
him  to  his  houfe,  and  to  be  there  protected  and  taken  care  of.  Of  the 
two  others  who  deferted  from  us,  each  got  his  deferts,  Efcalona  being 
feverely  wounded,  and  Cervantes  well  beaten. 

As 
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As  to  the  fierce  Sal  vatierra,  his  foldiers  declared  that  they  never  faw  (o 
pitiful  a  fellow,  nor  fo  terrified  a  being  when  he  heard  our  drum  beat; 
but  when  we  fhouted  for  vid:ory,  and  cryed  that  Narvaez  was  dead,  he 
told  them  that  he  had  got  a  pain  in  his  ftomach,  and  could  fight  no 
more.  Such  was  the  refult  of  his  bravados.  Captain  Velafquez  de 
Leon  took  his  relation  Diego  Velafquez  to  his  own  quarters,  where  he 
had  his  wounds  attended  to,  and  treated  him  with  the  utmofl:  diflinc-i 
tion. 

The  reinforcement  of  the  warriors  of  Chinanta,  which  Cortes  had 
been  promifed,  marched  in  fhortly  after  the  adion  was  over,  conduced 
by  our  foldier  Barrientos,  with  great  pomp  and  regularity,  in  two  files, 
lanciers  and  archers  alternately,  and  in  this  manner  they  came  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  thoufand  five  hundred,  with  colours,  drums,  and  trumpets, 
fhouting,  and  making  fuch  a  warlike  appearance  that  it  was  glorious  to 
behold.  It  afforded  matter  of  aflonifhment  to  the  army  of  Narvaez,  for 
they  appeared  to  be  double  their  real  number.  Our  general  received 
them  with  infinite  courtefy,  and  difmifTed  them  with  thanks  and  hand- 
fome  prefents. 

Cortes  now  fent  Francifco  de  Lugo  to  order  all  the  captains  and 
pilots  of  the  fleet  to  come  to  him  at  Cempoal,  or,  in  cafe  they  refufed, 
to  make  them  prifoners.  He  alfo  gave  direcflions  that  the  fhips  fhould 
be  difmantled,  thereby  cutting  off  all  pofTibility  of  a  communication  with 
Cuba.  Narvaez  had  coafined  one  Barahona,  a  rich  man,  and  after- 
wards an  inhabitant  of  Guatimala ;  him  Cortes  ordered  to  be  immediate- 
ly releafed,  and  kindly  treated ;  I  recoiled:  when  he  joined  us  he  appear- 
ed in  a  very  weak  and  languid  ftate.  The  captains  and  pilots  of  the 
fleet  immediately  came  to  pay  their  refpeds  to  our  general.  He  made 
them  take  an  oath  that  they  would  not  feparate  from  him,  and  would 
obey  his  orders;  and  he  appointed  one  of  them,  Pedro  Cavallero,  his 
admiral  of  the  whole  fleet.  Cortes  warned  him,  that  if,  as  he  expedl- 
ed,  more  vefTels  arrived  from  Cuba,  he  fhould  immediately  difmantle 
them,  and  fend  the  captains  and  pilots  to  tlie  head  quarters. 
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Having  thus  fecured  his  port,  he  turned  to  other  matters,  and  or- 
dered Velafquez.de  Leon  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  upon  an 
expedition  to  Panuco.  One  hundred  of  them  were  foldiers  who  had 
come  with  Narvaez ;  the  other  twenty  were  taken  from  amongft  our- 
felves.  This  force  was  alfo  to  have  two  (hips  with  it,  for  the  purpofe 
of  extending  our  difcoveries.  He  gave  a  command  upon  a  fimilar  plan 
to  Diego  de  Ordas,  to  eftablifh  a  colony  at  Guacacualco.  Ordas  was 
alfo  to  fend  to  Jamaica  for  horfes  and  ftock,  to  eftablilh  an  independent 
fupply  in  the  country,  the  province  he  went  to  being  well  adapted  for 
breeding  cattle.  Cortes  commanded  all  the  prifoners  to  be  releafed,  ex- 
cept Narvaez,  and  Salvatierra,  who  ftill  complained  of  the  pain  in  his 
flomach.  He  alfo  ordered  all  the  horfes  and  arms  which  had  been  ta- 
ken from  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez  to  be  returned  to  them;  this  gave  our 
people  much  difcontent,  but  lince  the  general  would  have  it  fo,  we  were 
obliged  to  fubmit,  and  I  for  my  part,  was  obliged  to  furrender  a  good 
horfe  which  I  had  put  in  a  iafe  place,  with  a  faddle  and  bridle,  two 
fwords,  three  poinards,  and  a  fliield.  Hereupon  Captain  Alonzo  de 
Avila,  and  alfo  our  Reverend  Father  Olmedo,  took  an  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  Cortes,  and  told  him  that  they  believed  he  had  a  mind  to 
imitate  Alexander  of  Macedon,  who  after  his  army  had  atchieved  any 
glorious  a6tion,  was  more  generous  to  the  vanquifhed,  than  to  the  con- 
querors ;  for  that  it  was  obferved,  that,  all  the  gold  and  valuable  prefents, 
as  faft  as  he  received  them,  he  gave  to  the  captains  of  the  other  army, 
quite  appearing  to  forget  us,  which  was  not  well  done  on  his  part,  we 
having  made  him  what  he  was.  To  this  Cortes  replied  by  protefting, 
that  he,  and  all  he  had  was  entirely  at  our  fervice,  and  he  would 
prove  it  by  his  future  condud:;  but  that  what  he  did  was  unavoidable 
for  our  common  intereft,  we  being  fo  few,  and  the  others  fo  many. 
Avila  in  anfwer  to  this  ufed  fome  expreflions  of  rather  a  lofty  kind,  up4 
on  which  Cortes  obferved,  that  whoever  did  not  wi(h  to  follow  him 
might  depart,  that  the  women  in  Caftille  had  bred  good  foldiers,  and 
would  continue  to  do  fo.  Avila  anfwered  again  in  a  ftill  more  bold  and 
imperious  manner,  and  as  Cortes  could  not  at  that  time  break  with  him, 
he  was  forced  to  diilimulatc,  knowing  him  to  be  a  brave  and  determi- 
ned 
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ried  man.  He  therefore  pacified  him  with  prefents,  for  he  always  ap- 
prehended fome  adt  of  violence  on  his  part,  and  for  the  future  took  care 
to  employ  him  on  bufmefs  of  importance  at  a  diflance,  as  in  the  Ifland 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  afterwards  in  Old  Spain. 

Narvaez  brought  with  him  a  Negro  who  was  in  the  fmall  pox; 
an  unfortunate  importation  for  that  country,  for  the  difeafe  fpread  with 
inconceivable  rapidity,  and  the  Indians  died  by  thoufands;  for  not  know- 
ing the  nature  of  it,  they  brought  it  to  a  fatal  ifTue  by  throwing  them- 
felves  into  cold  water  in  the  heat  of  the  diforder.  Thus  black  was  the 
arrival  of  Narvaez,  an€  blacker  ftill  the*  death  of  fuch  multitudes  of  un- 
fortunate fouls,  which  were  fent  into  the  other  world,  without  having 
an  opportunity  of  being  admitted  into  the  bofom  of  our  holy  church. 
At  this  time  a  claim  was  made  on  Cortes  by  fuch  of  our  foldiers  as  had 
been  in  diflant  garrifons,  for  their  (hare  of  the  gold  taken  in  Mexico. 
He,  as  well  as  I  recoiled:,  referred  them  to  a  place  in  Tlafcala,  defiring 
that  two  perfons  might  be  fent  thither  to  receive  it.  I  will  at  a  future 
period  relate  what  happened  hereupon;  but  Imuft  at  the  prefent  revert 
to  other  things. 

The  wheel  of  fortune  making  fudden  turns,  evil  follows  clofely 
upon  good,  as  was  our  cafe  at  prefent,  our  late  fuccefles  being  contraft- 
cd  by  melancholy  news  from  Mexico.  We  now  received  intelligence 
by  exprefs  from  that  city,  whereby  we  were  informed,  that  an  infurrec- 
tion  had  broken  out,  and  that  Alvarado  was  befieged  in  his  quarters, 
which  they  had  fet  on  fire,  having  killed  feven  of  his  men,  and  wound- 
ed many;  for  which  rcafon  he  earneftly  called  called  for  fuccour  and 
fupport.  When  we  received  this  news,  God  knows  how  it  afflided  us! 
We  fet  out  by  long  marches  for  Mexico,  leaving  Narvaez  and  Salvati- 
^rra  prifoners  in  Villa  Rica,  under  the  cuflody  of  Rodorigo  Rangel,  who 
alfo  had  diredions  to  collecft  all  the  ftragglers,  and  to  take  care  of  the  in- 
valids, of  whom  there  were  many.  At  the  moment  we  were  ready  to 
march,  arrived  four  principal  noblemen  from  the  court  of  Montezuma, 
to  lodge  a  formal  complaint  againil  Alvarado,  for  having  aflaulted  them 
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when  dancing  at  a  folemn  feflival  in  honor  of  their  gods,  which  he 
had  permitted  them  to  hold,  whereby,  in  their  own  defence  they  had  been 
forced  to  kill  feven  of  his  foldiers.  Cortes  replied  to  them  in  terms  not 
the  moft  pleafing,  faying  he  would  foon  be  at  Mexico,  and  put  all  in 
proper  regulation;  with  which  anfwer  they  returned,  very  little  indeed 
to  the  fatisfacflion  of  Montezuma  who  felt  the  infult  ftrongly,  many  of 
the  natives  being  killed. 

In  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  the  detachments  were  counter- 
manded, and  Cortes  exhorted  the  troops  of  Narvaez  to  forget  paft  ani- 
mofities,  and  not  to  lofe  this  opportunity  of  ferving  his  Majeity  and 
themfelves,  expofing  to  their  view  the  riches  they  would  acquire,  fa 
that  they  one  and  all  declared  their  readinefs  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  a  rc- 
folution  they  never  would  have  taken,  if  they  had  known  the  force 
of  that  city.  By  very  long  marches  we  arrived  at  Tlafcala,  where  we 
learned  that  until  the  time  that  Montezuma  and  the  Mexicans  got  in- 
telligence of  the  defeat  of  Narvaez,  they  had  never  ceafed  making  attacks 
upon  Alvarado;  but  when  they  heard  of  our  fuccefs  they  defifted,  leav- 
ing the  Spaniards  greatly  fatigued  and  diftrefled,  by  their  continual  ex- 
ertions and  want  of  water  and  provifions.  This  information  was  con- 
veyed by  two  Indian  meffengers  who  arrived  at  the  moment  we  entered 
Tlafcala.  Here  Cortes  made  an  infpedtion  of  our  army,  which  now 
amounted  to  one  thoufand  three  hundred  men,  nearly  one  hundred  of 
whom  were  cavalry,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty  were  crofsbow-men  and 
mufqueteers. .  Two  thoufand  warriors  of  the  Tlafcalans  having  joined 
us,  we  purfued  our  route  by  long  marches  to  Tefcuco,  where  we  were 
very  ill  received,  and  every  thing  bore  the  appearance  of  difafFecflion, 

On  St.  John's  day  in  the  month  of  June  onc.thoufand  five  hundred' 
and  twenty,  we  arrived  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  meeting  with  a  reception 
very  different  from  our  former  one,  for  none  of  the  nobility  or  chiefs  of 
our  acquaintance  could  be  recognifed,  and  the  city  feemed  to  be  totally 
depopulated.  When  we  entered  our  quarters,  Montezuma  came  to  em- 
brace Cortes,  and  wifli  him  joy  of  his  vidory,  but  the  general  would 
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neither  hear,  nor  fpeak  to  him ;  whereon  the  King  retired  very  melan- 
choly, to  his  apartment.  Cortes  made  inquiry  into  the  circumftances 
of  the  commotion,  which  evidently  was  not  approved  or  inftigated  by 
Montezuma.  Indeed  if  he  had  thought  fit  to  adl  againft  our  party, 
they  could  all  have  been  deftroyed,  as  eafily  as  feven  of  them.  By  what 
Alvarado  told  Cortes  it  appeared,  that  a  number  of  Indians,  enraged  at 
the  detention  of  Montezuma,  at  the  erection  of  the  crucifix  in  their  tem- 
ple, and  by  the  order  of  their  gods  as  they  faid,  had  gone  thither  to 
pull  it  down,  but  to  their  infinite  allonifliment,  found  all  their  flrength 
utterly  unable  to  move  it.  This  being  reprcfcnted  to  Montezuma,  he 
defired  no  attempt  of  the  kind  fhould  be  made  again.  Alvarado  added 
for  his  own  exculpation,  that  the  attack  was  made  upon  him  by  the 
friends  and  fubjedis  of  Montezuma,  in  order  to  liberate  their  monarch, 
at  the  time  that  they  believed  Narvaez  had  deftroyed  Cortes  and  his  ar- 
my. Cortes  now  afked  Alvarado  for  what  reafon  he  fell  upon  the  Mex- 
icans, while  they  were  dancing  and  holding  a  feftival  in  honour  of  their 
gods.  To  this  Alvarado  replied,  that  it  was  in  order  to  be  beforehand 
with  them,  having  had  intelligence  of  their  hoftile  intentions  againft 
him  from  two  of  their  own  nobility  and  a  prieft.  Cortes  then  afked  him 
if  it  was  true  that  they  had  requefted  permiflion  of  him  to  hold  their  fef- 
tival, and  the  other  hereupon  rephed  that  it  was  fo,  and  that  it  was  in 
order  to  take  them  by  furprife,  and  to  punifti  and  terrify  them,  fo  as  to 
prevent  their  making  war  upon  the  Spaniards,  that  he  had  determined 
to  fall  on  them  by  anticipation.  At  hearing  this  avowal  Cortes  was 
highly  enraged ;  he  cenfured  the  condu<5l  of  Alvarado  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  and  in  this*  temper  left  him. 

Alvarado  farther  faid,  that  one  time  when  he  was  attacked  by  the 
Mexicans,  he  endeavoured  to  fire  off  one  of  his  guns,  and  could  not  get  the 
priming  to  light;  but  fometime  after,  when  they  were  in  very  great  dan- 
ger, and  expeded  all  to  have  been  killed,  the  piece  went  off  of  itfelf, 
and  made  fuch  havock  amongft  the  enemy  that  they  were  completely 
driven  back,  and  the  Spaniards  thus  miraculoufly  faved.  I  heard  feve- 
ral  other  foldiers  alfo  mention  this  as  a  fad: ;  it  was  alfo  faid,  by  Alvara- 
do 
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do  only,  that  when  the  garrifon  was  in  great  want  of  water,  they  fank 
a  pit  in  the  court,  and  immediately  a  fpring  of  thefweetefl  water  broke 
forth.  I  can  declare,  to  my  own  knowledge,  that  there  was  a  fpring 
in  the  city  which  very  frequently  threw  up  water  tolerably  frefh. 
Glory  to  God  for  all  his  mercies ! 

Some  fay  that  it  was  avarice  tempted  Alvarado  to  make  this  attack,^ 
in  order  to  pillage  the  Indians  of  the  golden  ornaments  which  they  wore 
at  their  feftival.  I  never  heard  any  juft  reafons  for  the  affertion,  nor 
do  I  believe  any  fuch  thing,  although  it  is  fo  reprefented  by  Fra  Bar- 
tholome  de  las  Cafas ;  but  for  my  part  I  am  convinced,  that  his  inten- 
tion in  falling  on  them  at  that  time  was,  in  order  to  ftrike  terror  into 
them,  and  prevent  their  infurredtion,  according  to  the  faying,  that,  the 
firfl  attack  is  half  the  battle.  A  very  bad  plan  as  appeared  by  the  refult, 
and  it  is  certain,  that  after  the  affair  at  the  temple,  Montezuma  did 
moft  earneftly  defire  that  they  fhould  not  attack  our  people,  but  the 
Mexicans  were  fo  enraged  that  they  could  not  be  reftrained. 

Cortes  during  our  march  had  expatiated  to  the  new  comers  upoii 
the  power  and  influence  he  pofTefled,  and  the  refpedl  with  which  he  was 
treated  in  Mexico,  and  had  filled  their  minds  and  heightened  their  ex- 
ped:ations,  with  promifes  and  golden  hopes.  When  on  his  return  there- 
fore he  experienced  the  coldnefs  and  negligence  of  his  reception  in  Tez- 
cuco,  and  equal  appearances  thereof  in  Mexico,  he  grew  very  pecvifh 
and  irritable;  and  the  officers  of  Montezuma  coming  to  wait  upon  him, 
exprefling  the  wi(h  of  their  Sovereign  to  fee  him,  Cortes  angrily  ex- 
claimed, •*  Away  with  him!  The  dog!  why  does  he  negled:  to  fupply 
•*  us."  When  the  captains  De  Leon,  De  Oli,  and  De  Lugo,  heard  this 
cxpreflion,  they  intreated  him  to  be  moderate,  and  reminded  him  of  the 
former  kindnefs  and  generofity  of  the  King.  But  this  feemed  to  irritate 
Cortes  the  more,  confidering  it  a  kind  of  cenfure,  and  he  indignantly 
faid,  **  What  compliment  am  I  under  to  a  dog  who  treated  fecretly  with 
**  Narvaez,  and  as.  we  fee  negledls  to  fend  provifions?"  This  the  cap- 
tains admitted  ought-to  be  done;  and  Cortes,  confident  in  the  great  rein- 
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forcement  of  nuaibers  he  had  obtained,  continued  a  haughty  demeanour. 
He  in  this  manner  now  addreiTed  the  noblemen  fcnt  to  him  by  Mon- 
tezuma, bidding  them  tell  their  mafler,  immediately  to  caufe  markets 
to  be  held  and  provifions  fupplicd,  and  to  beware  of  the  confequenccs 
of  negle6l.  Thefe  lords  very  well  underllood  the  purport  of  the  inju- 
rious expreffions  which  he  had  ufed,  and  on  their  return  informed  the 
King  of  what  had  palled.  Whether  it  was  frorti  rage  at  the  jftory  told 
by  them,  or  the  confequence  of  a  preconcerted  plan  to  fall  upon  us,  with- 
in a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  a  foldier  entered  our  quarters,  wounded 
dangeroufly,  and  in  great  hurry,  and  told  us  that  the  whole  people  were 
in  arms.  This  man  had  been  fent  by  Cortes  to  bring  to  our  quarters 
fome  Indian  ladies,  and  amongft  them  the  daughter  of  Montezuma, 
whom  Cortes,  when  he  marched  againft  Narvaez,  had  left  in  the  care 
of  their  relation  the  Prince  of  Tacuba.  He  was  on  his  return  with  them 
when  he  was  att^tcked  by  the  people  who  were  affembled  in  great  num- 
bers, had  broken  a  bridge  upon  the  caufeway  of  Tacuba,  and  had  once 
had  him  in  their  hands  and  were  hurrying  him  into  a  canoe  to  carry 
him  off  for  facrifice,  but  that  he  extricated  himfelf  from  them,  with  two 
dangerous  wounds. 

Cortes  immediately  on  receiving  the  intelligence  ordered  out  a  par- 
ty of  four  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain  de  Ordaz,  to 
go  and  fee  what  foundation  there  was  for  the  account  given  by  the  fol- 
dier, and  to  endeavor  if  poffible  to  pacify  the  minds  of  the  people.  De 
Ordaz  had  hardly  proceeded  the  length  of  half  a  ftreet,  when  he  was 
attacked  by  immenfe  numbers  of  Mexicans  in  the  flreets,  and  on  the 
terraces  of  the  houfes,  who  by  their  firfl:  difcharge  killed  eight  foldicrs 
oh  the  fpot,  wounded  rrioft  of  the  reft,  and  De  Ordaz  himfelf  in  three 
places.  Finding  it  therefore  impoffible  to  proceed,  he  retreated  flowly  to 
our  quarters,  jn  doing  which  he  loft  another  good  foldier  named  Lez- 
cano,  who  with  a  two'handed  fword  had  performed  many  feats  of  great 
force  and  Valour.  Our  quarters  had  been  attacked  by  multitudes  at  the 
fame  moment ;  they  poured  in  fuch  difcharges  of  miftile  weapons  upon 
us  there  that  they  immediately  wounded  upwards  of  forty  fix,  twelve  of 
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whom  afterwards  died.  The  ftrects  were  fo  crowded,  that  De  Ordas 
when  he  endeavored  to  reach  us  could  not  proceed,-  and  was  inceflantly 
attacked  in  front,  in  rear,  and  from  the  roofs  of  the  houfes.  Neither 
our  fire  arms,  nor  our  good  fighting  could  prevent  the  enemy  from  clo- 
fing  in  upon  us  for  a  length  of  time;  however  De  Ordaz  at  laft  forced 
his  way  back,  with  the  lofs  of  twenty  three  men.  The  enemy  flill  con- 
tinued their  attacks,  but  all  we  had  hitherto  fufFered  was  nothing  to  that 
which  fucceeded.  They  fet  fire  to  various  parts  of  the  buildings  which 
we  occupied,  thinking  to  burn  us  alive,  or  flifie  us  with  the  fmoke; 
and  we  were  obliged  to  flop  it  by  tearing  down  the  building,  or  by 
throwing  earth  upon  it.  All  the  courts  and  open  fpaces  of  our  quar- 
ters were  covered  with  their  arrows  and  mifTile  weapons,  and  in  repelling 
their  attacks,  repairing  the  breaches  which  they  had  made  in  the  walls, 
drefling  our  wounds,  and  preparing  for  enfuing  engagements,  we  pafled 
that  day  and  night. 

As  foon  as  the  next  morning  dawned  we  fallied  out  with  our  whole 
force  upon  the  enemy,  being  determined  if  we  could  not  conquer,  to 
make  them  fear  us.     The  Mexicans  came  to  meet  us  with  their  whole        '  \Sj>\fi^^^' 
force,  and  both  parties  fought  defperately;  but  as  the  numbers  of  our       *    '' 
opponents  were  fo  immenfe,  and  as  they  conftantly  brought  up  f refh 
troops,  even  if  we  had  been  ten  thoufand  Hecftors  of  Troy,  and  as  ma- 
ny Roldans,  we  could  not  have  beaten  them  off;  nor  can  I  give  any  idea 
of  the  defperation  of  this  battle;  for  though  in  every  charge  we  made  | 
upon  them  we  brought  down  thirty  and  even  forty,  it  was  of  no  avail;  \ 
they  came  on  even  with  more  fpirit  than  at  firfb,  nor  could  we,  by  oui*   ; 
cannon  or  fire  arms,  make  any  impreffion  on  them.    If  at  any  time  they 
appeared  to  give  ground  it  was  only  to  draw  us  from  our  quarters,  in 
order  to  enfure  our  deflrudtion.   Then  the  ftones  and  darts  thrown  on  us 
from  the  terraces  of  the  houfes  were  intolerable.     But  I  defcribe  it  faint-  j 
ly ;  for  fome  of  our  foldiers  who  had  been  in  Italy  fwore,  that  neither  ; 
amongft  Chriflians  nor  Turks,  nor  the  artillery  of  the  King  of  France,  ■ 
had  they  ever  feen  fach  defperation  as  was  manifefled  in  the  attacks  of 
thofe  Indians.     We  were  at  length  forced  to  retreat  to  our  quarters, 
which  we  reached  with  great  difficulty, 
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On  this  day  we  loft  ten  or  twelve  foldiers,  and  all  of  us  who  came 
back  were  ieverely  wounded.  From  the  period  of  our  return  we  were 
occupied  in  making  preparation  for  a  general  fally  on  the  next  day  but 
one,  with  four  military  machines  conflrud:ed  of  very  ftrong  timber,  in 
the  form  of  towers,  and  each  capable  of  containing  twenty  five  men  un- 
der cover,  with  port  holes  for  the  artillery  and  alfo  for  the  mufquetiers 
and  crofsbow-men.  This  work  occupied  us  for  the  fpace  of  one  day, 
except  that  we  were  obliged  likewife  to  repair  the  breaches  made  in  our 
walls,  and  refift  thofe  who  attempted  to  fcale  them  in  twenty  different 
places  at  the  fame  time.  They  continued  their  reviling  language  faying, 
that  the  voracious  animals  of  their  temples  had  now  been  kept  two  days 
fafting,  in  order  to  devour  us  at  the  period  which  was  fpeedily  approach- 
ing, when  they  were  to  facrifice  us  to  their  gods;  that  our  allies  were 
to  be  put  up  in  cages  to  fatten,  and  that  they  would  foon  repoffefs  our 
ill  acquired  treafure.  At  other  times  they  plaintively  called  to  us  to  give 
them  their  king,  and  during  the  night  we  were  conftantly  annoyed  by 
fhowers  of  arrows,  which  they  accompanied  with  fhouts  and  whifl- 
lings. 

At  day  break  on  the  enfuing  morning,  after  recommending  our- 
felves  to  God,  we  fallied  out  with  our  turrets,  which  as  well  as  I  recol- 
le(5l  were  called  burros  or  mantas,  in  other  places  where  I  have  feen 
them,  with  fome  of  our  mufquetry  and  crofs-bows  in  front,  and  our 
cavalry  occafionally  charging.  The  enemy  this  day  fhewed  themfelves 
more  determined  than  ever,  and  we  were  equally  refolved  to  force  our 
way  to  the  great  temple,  although  it  fhould  coft  the  life  of  every  man 
of  us  j  we  therefore  advanced  with  our  turrets  in  that  dired:ion.  I  will 
not  detail  the  defperate  battle  which  we  had  with  the  enemy  in  a  very 
ftrong  houfe,  nor  how  their  arrows  wounded  our  horfes,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  armour,  and  if  at  any  time  the  horfemen  attempted  to  purfue 
the  Mexicans,  the  latter  threw  themfelves  into  the  canals,  and  others 
fallied  out  upon  our  people  and  maffacred  them  with  large  lances. 

As  to  fetting  fire  to  the  buildings,  or  tearing  them  down,    it  was 
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utterly  in  vain  to  attempt;  they  all  flood  in  the  water,  and  only  com- 
municating by  draw  bridges,  it  was  too  dangerous  to  attempt  to  reach 
them  by  fwimming,  for  they  fliowered  ftones  from  their  flings,  and 
mafles  of  cut  flone  taken  from  the  buildings,  upon  our  heads,  from  the 
terraces  of  the  houfes.  Whenever  we  attempted  to  fet  fire  to  a  houfc, 
it  was  an  entire  day  before  it  took  effe(5l,  and  when  it  did,  the  flames 
could  not  fpread  to  others,  as  they  were  feparated  from  it  by  the  water, 
and  alfo  becaufe  the  roofs  of  them  were  terraced. 

We  at  length  arrived  at  the  great  temple,  and  immediately  and  in- 
ftantly,  above  four  thoufand  Mexicans  ruflied  up  into  it,  without  in- 
cluding in  that  number  other  bodies  who  occupied  it  before,  and  defend- 
ed it  againfl  us  with  lances,  ftoncs,  and  darts.     They  thus  prevented 
our  afcending  for  fome  time,  neither  turrets,  nor  mufquetry,  nor  cavalry 
availing,  for  although  the  latter  body  feveral  times  attempted  to  charge, 
the  flone  pavement  of  the  courts  of  the  temple  was  fo  fmooth,  that  the 
horfes  could  not  keep  their  feet,  and  fell.     From  the  fleps  of  the  great 
temple  they  oppofed  us  in  front,  and  we  were  attacked  by  fuch  num- 
bers on  both  fides,  that  although  our  guns  fwept  off  ten  or  fifteen  of 
them  at  each  difcharge,  and  that  in  each  attack  of  our  infantry  we  kil- 
led many  with  our  fwords,  their  numbers  were  fuch  that  we  could  not 
make  any  effed:ual  impreffion,  or  afcend  the  fleps.    We  were  then  for- 
ced to  abandon  our  turrets,  which  the  enemy  had  deftroyed,  and  with 
great  concert,  making  an  effort  without  them,  we  forced  our  way  up. 
Here  Cortes  fhewed  himfelf  the  man  that  he  really  was.    What  a  defpe- 
rate  engagement  we  then  had !  every  man  of  us  was  covered  with  blood, 
and  above  forty  dead  upon  the  fpot.     It  was  Gods  will  that  we  fhould 
at  length  reach  the  place  where  we  had  put  up  the  image  of  our  Lady, 
but  when  we  came  there  it  was  not  to  be  found,  and  it  feems  that  Mon- 
tezuma, actuated  either  by  fear  or  by  devotion,  had  caufed  it  to  be  re- 
moved.    We  fet  fire  to  the  building,  and  burned  a  part  of  the  temple  of 
the  gods  Huitzilopochtli  and  Tezcatepuco.     Here  our  Tlafcalan  allies 
ferved  us  effentially.     While  thus  engaged,  fome  fetting  the  temple  on 
£re,  others  fighting,  above  three  thoufai;^d  noble  Mexicans  with  their 
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pnefts  were  about  us,  and  attacking  us,  drove  us  down  fix  and  even 
ten  of  the  fteps,  while  others  who  were  in  the  corridores,  or  within  fide 
the  railings  and  concavities  of  the  great  temple,  fhot  fuch  clouds  of  ar- 
rows at  us  that  we  could  not  maintain  our  ground,  when  thus  attacked 
from  every  part.  We  therefore  began  our  retreat,  every  man  of  us  be- 
ing wounded,  and  forty  fix  left  dead  upon  the  fpot.  We  were  purfued 
with  a  violence  and  defperation  which  is  not  in  my  power  to  defcribe, 
nor  in  that  of  any  one  to  form  an  idea  of  who  did  not  fee  it.  During 
all  this  time  alfo  other  bodies  of  the  Mexicans  had  been  continually  attack- 
ing our  quarters,  and  endeavoring  to  fet  fire  to  them.  In  this  battle,  we 
made  prifoners  two  of  the  principal  priefls.  I  have  often  feen  this  en- 
gagement reprefented  in  the  paintings' of  the  natives,  both  of  Mexico 
and  Tlafcala,  and  our  afcent  into  the  great  temple.  In  thefe  our  party 
is  reprefented  with  many  dead,  and  all  wounded.  The  fetting  fire  to  the 
temple  when  fo  many  warriors  were  defending  it  in  the  corridores,  rail- 
ings, and  concavities,  and  other  bodies  of  them  on  the  plain  ground,  and 
filling  the  courts,  and  on  the  fides,  and  our  turrets  demolifhed,  is  con- 
iidered  by  them  as  a  moft  heroic  action. 

With  great  difficulty  we  reached  our  quarters,  which  we  found 
the -enemy  almofl  in  pofTeffion  of,  as  they  had  beaten  down  a  part  of 
the  walls ;  but  they  defifled  in  a  great  meafure  from  their  attacks  on  our 
arrival,  flill  throwing  in  upon  us  however  fhowers  of  arrows,  darts,  and 
flones.  The  night  was  employed  by  us  in  repairing  the  breaches,  in 
dreffing  our  wounds,  burying  our  dead,  and  confulting  upon  our  future 
meafures.  No  gleam  of  hope  could  be  now  rationally  formed  by  us, 
and  we  were  utterly  funk  in  defpair.  Thofe  who  had  come  with  Nar- 
vae2  fhowered  maledidlions  upon  Cortes,  nor  did  they  forget  Velafquez 
by  whom  they  had  been  induced  to  quit  their  comfortable  and  peaceable 
habitations  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba.  It  was  determined  to  try  if  we  could 
not  procure  from  the  enemy  a  cefTation  of  hoflilities,  on  condition  of  our 
quitting  the  city-;  but  at  day  break  they  affembled  round  our  quarters 
and  attacked  them  with  greater  fury  than  ever,  nor  could  our  fire  arms 
repel  them,  although  they  did  confiderable  execution. 

Cortes 
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Cortes  perceiving  how  defperate  our  fituation  was,  determined 
that  Montezuma  Ihould  addrefs  his  fubjeds  from  a  terrace,  and  defire 
them  to  defifl  from  their  attacks,  with  an  offer  from  us  to  evacuate 
Mexico.  He  accordingly  fent  to  the  King  to  defire  him  to  do  fo. 
When  this  was  made  known  to  Montezuma,  he  burfl  out  into  violent 
dxpreffions  of  grief  faying,  "  What  does  he  want  of  me  now  ?  I  neither 
"  defire  to  hear  him,  nor  to  live  any  longer,  fince  my  unhappy  fate 
**  has  reduced  me  to  this  fituation  on  his  account."  He  therefore  dif- 
miffed  thofe  fent  to  him  with  a  refufal,  adding  as  it  is  faid,  that  he 
wifhed  not  to  be  troubled  any  more  with  the  falfe  words  and  promifes 
of  Cortes.  Upon  this  the  Reverend  Father  Fray  Bartholome  and  Chrif- 
toval  de  Oli  went, to  him,  and  addrefled  him  with  the  mofi:  affecStionate 
and  perfuafive  language,  to  induce  him  to  appear,  to  which  he  repli- 
ed, that  he  did  not  believe  that  his  doing  fo  would  be  of  any  avail,  that 
the  people  had  already  elected  another  fovereign,  and  were  determined 
never  to  permit  one  of  us  to.  quit  the  city  alive.  The  enemy  continued 
their  attacks,  and  Montezuma  was  at  length  perfuaded.  He  accord- 
ingly came,  and  flood  at  the  railing  of  a  terraced  roof,  attended  by  many 
of  our  foldiers,  and  addrefi"ed  the  people  below  him,  requefiiing,  in  very 
affectionate  language,  a  cefifation  of  hoftilities,  in  order  that  we  might 
quit  the  city.  The  chiefs  and  nobility,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  him 
coming  forward,  called  to  their  troops  to  defifl  and  be  filent,  and  four 
of  them  approached,  fo  as  to  be  heard  and  fpoken  to  by  Montezuma. 
They  then  addrefled  him,  lamenting  the  misfortunes  of  him,  his  chil- 
dren, and  family,  and  alfb  told  him  that  they  had  raifed  Coadlavaca  - 
Prince  of  Iztapalapa  to  the  throne,  adding,  that  the  war  was  drawing  to 
a  conclufion,  and  that  they  had  promifed  to  their  gods  never  to  defifl 
but  with  the  total  deflrudion  of  the  Spaniards ;  that  they  every  day 
offered  up  prayers  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  and  as  foon  as  they  had  refcu- 
ed  him  out  of  our  hands,  they  would  venerate  him  as  before,  and  trifl- 
ed that  he  would  pardon  them. 

As  they  concluded  their  addrefs,  a  fliower  of  arrows  and  flones  fell 
about  the  fpot  where  Montezuma  ftood,  from  which  the  Spaniards,  in- 
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terpofing  their  bucklers,  protedled  the  King;  but  expeding  that  while 
fpeaking  to  his  people  they  would  not  make  another  attack,  they  un- 
guarded him  for  an  inflant,  and  jufl:  then  three  ilones  and  an  arrow 
ftruck  him  in  the  head,  arm,  and  leg. 

The  King  when  thus  wounded  refufed  all  afliftancc,  and  we  were 
unexpe(Sedly  informed  of  his  death.  Cortes  and  our  captains  wept  for 
him,  and  he  was  lamented  by  them  and  all  the  foldiers  who  had  known 
him,  as  if  he  had  been  their  father;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  con- 
fidering  how  good  he  was.  It  was  faid  that  he  had  reigned  feventcen 
years,  and  that  he  was  the  beft  King  Mexico  had  ever  been  governed 
by.  It  was  alfo  faid  that  he  had  fought  and  conquered  in  three  occa- 
fions  that  he  had  been  defied  to  the  field,  in  the  progrefs  of  fubjugating 
different  ftates  to  his  dominion. 

All  the  endeavors  of  our  Reverend  Father  Fray  Bartholome,  could 
not  prevail  6n  the  King  to  embrace  our  faith,  when  he  was  told  that 
his  wounds  were  mortal,  nor  could  he  be  induced  to  have  them  attended 
to.  After  the  death  of  Montezuma,  Cortes  fent  two  prifoners,  a  noble- 
man and  a  prieft,  to  inform  the  new  fovereign,  Coadlavaca,  and  his 
chiefs,  of  the  event,  and  how  it  had  happened  by  the  hands  of  his  own 
lubje(5ls.  He  directed  them  to  exprefs  our  grief  on  the  occafion,  and 
our  wifh  that  he  fhould  be  interred  with  the  refpedt  due  to  fo  great  a 
monarch.  Cortes  farther  fignified  to  them,  that  he  did  not  admit  or 
acknowledge  the  right  of  the  fovereign  that  they  had  chofen,  but  that  the 
throne  (hould  be  filled  either  by  a  fon  of  the  great  Montezuma,  or  his 
coufin  who  was  with  us  in  our  quarters.  Alfo,  that  we  defired  unmo- 
lefted  egrefs  from  the  city,  on  condition  of  our  committing  no  more  a(5ls 
of  hoftility  by  fire  or  fword.  Cortes  then  caufed  the  body  of  the  King 
to  be  borne  out  by  fix  noblemen,  attended  by  mofi:  of  the  priefi:s  whom 
we  had  taken  prifoners,  and  expofed  it  to  public  view.  He  alfo  defired 
them  to  obey  the  lafi:  injund:ions  of  Montezuma,  and  to  deliver  his 
body  to  the  Mexican  chiefs.  Thefe  noblemen  accordingly  related  the 
circumilances  of  the  King's  death  to  Coadlavaca,  and  we  could  hear 
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the  exclamations  of  forrow  which  the  people  exprefTed  at  the  fight  of 
his  body.  They  now  attacked  us  in  our  quarters  with  the  greateft  vio- 
lence, and  threatened  us  that  within  the  fpace  of  two  days  we  fhould 
pay  with  our  lives  the  death  of  their  king,  and  the  difhonor  of  their 
gods,  faying  that  they  had  chofen  a  fovereign  whom  we  could  not  de- 
ceive, as  we  had  done  the  good  Montezuma. 

In  confequence  of  the  fituation  to  which  we  were  reduced,  Cortes 
determined  to  make  on  the  enfuing  day  another  fally,  and  to  march 
towards  that  part  of  the  city  which  contained  many  houfes  built  on  the 
firm  ground,  there  to  do  all  the  injury  we  could,  and  that  our  cavalry^ 
taking  advantage  of  the  caufeway,  fhould  ride  the  enemy  down ;  which 
he  hoped  would  make  them  tired  of  hoflility,  and  induce  them  to  come 
into  terms.  We  accordingly  made  our  fally,  and  proceeded  to  that  part 
of  the  city,  where,  notwithilanding  the  refiftance  and  incelTant  attacks 
of  the  enemy,  we  burned  about  twenty  houfes,  approaching  very  near 
the  firm  ground;  but  whatever  injury  we  did  them  was  dearly  paid  for 
by  the  lofs  of  twenty  foldiers  killed,  nor  could  we  get  pofTefTion  of  a 
fmgle  bridge,  all  of  them  being  partly  broken,  and  the  enemy  had  alfo 
made  barricades  and  parapets  to  obftrud:  the  cavalry,  in  every  part  where 
they  expeded  to  be  able  to  adt.  Thus  our  difficulties  and  troubles  in- 
creafed  upon  us.  This  fally  I  recolle(5t  took  place  on  a  thurfdayj  San- 
doval and  many  other  good  cavalry  men  were  prefent  at  it ;  but  thofe  of 
Narvaez  not  being  ufed  to  fervice,  were  timorous  in  comparifon  to  our 
veterans. 

As  our  numbers  diminifhed  every  day,  whilft  thofe  of  the  enemy 
increafed,  as  alfo  did  the  fury  of  their  attacks,  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
from  our  wounds  were  lefs  able  to  make  refiftance;  our  powder  being 
almoft  exhaufled,  our  provifions  and  water  intercepted,  our  friend  the 
good  Montezuma  dead,  and  our  propofals  for  peace  reje(5bed,  the  bridg- 
es by  which  wc  were  to  retreat  broken  down,  and  in  fine,  death  before 
our  eyes  in  every  dire<5lion,  it  was  determined  by  Cortes  and  all  of  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  to  quit  the  city  during  the  night,  as  we  hoped  at 
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that  time  to  find  the  enemy  lefs  alert.  In  order  to  put  them  the  more 
off  their  guard,  we  fent  a  meffage  by  a  chief  priefl:,  informing  them, 
that  if  we  were  permitted  to  quit  the  city  unmolefted  within  the  Ipace 
of  eight  days,  we  would  furrender  all  the  gold  which  was  in  our  pof- 
feflion. 

There  was  with  us  a  foldier  named  Botello,  of  refpedable  demean- 
our, who  fpoke  latin,  had  been  at  Rome,  and  was  faid  to  be  a  necro- 
mancer; fome  faid  he  had  a  familiar,  and  others  called  him  an  ailrolo- 
ger.  This  Botello  had  difcovered  by  his  figures  and  aflrologies,  and  had 
predicflcd  four  days  before,  that  if  we  did  not  quit  Mexico  on  this  night, 
not  one  of  us  fhould  ever  go  out  of  it  alive.  He  had  alfo  foretold  that 
Cortes  fhould  undergo  great  revolutions  of  fortune,  be  deprived  of  his 
property,  and  honours,  and  afterwards  rife  to  a  greater  flate  than  ever; 
with  many  other  things  of  this  kind. 

Orders  were  now  given  to  make  a  portable  bridge  of  very  Rrong 
timber,  to  be  thrown  over  the  canals  where  the  enemy  had  broken  down 
the  bridges,  and  for  conveying,  guarding,  and  placing  this,  were  af- 
figned,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  foldiers  and  four  hundred  of  the 
allies.  The  advanced  guard  was  compofed  of  Sandoval,  Azevido  el  Pu- 
lido,  F.  de  Lugo,  D.  de  Ordas,  A.  de  Tapia,  and  eight  more  captains 
of  thofc  who  came  with  Narvaez,  having  under  them  one  hundred 
picked  foldiers,  of  the  youngefl  and  moil  active.  The  rear  guard  was 
compofed  of  one  hundred  foldiers,  moflly  thofe  of  Narvaez,  and  many 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Alvarado  and  Velafquez  de  Leon.  The 
prifoners,  with  Donna  Marina  and  Donna  Luifa,  were  put  under  the 
care  of  thirty  foldiers  and  three  hundred  TIafcalans;  and  Cortes,  with 
A.  de  Avila,  C.  de  Oli,  Bernardino  Vafquez  de  Tapia  and  other  offi- 
cers, with  fifty  foldiers,  compofed  a  referve,  to  ad:  wherever  occafion 
iKould  require. 

By  the  time  that  all  this  was  arranged  night  drew  on.  Cortes  then 
ordered  all  the  gold  which  was  in  his  apartment  to  be  brought  to  the 
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great  faloon,  which  being  done,  he  defired  the  ofHcers  of  his  Majeily, 
A.  de  Avila  and  Conzalo  Mexia,  to  take  his  Majefty's  due,  in  their 
charge,  afligning  to  them  for  the  conveyance  of  it  eight  lame  or  wound- 
ed horfes,  and  upwards  of  eighty  Tlafcalans.  Upon  thefe  were  loaded 
as  much  as  they  could  carry  of  the  gold  which  had  been  run  into  large 
bars,  and  much  more  remained  heaped  up  in  the  faloon.  Cortes  then 
called  to  his  fecretary  Hernandez  and  other  royal  notaries  and  faid, 
**  Bear  witnefs  that  I  can  be  no  longer  refponfible  for  this  gold;  here  is 
**  to  the  value  of  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  I  can  fecure  no 
**  more  than  what  is  already  packed;'  let  every  foldier  take  what  he  will, 
**  better  fo  than  that  it  (hould  remain  for  thofe  dogs  of  Mexicans."  As 
foon  as  he  had  faid  this,  many  foldiers  of  thofe  of  Narvaez,  and  alfo 
fomc  of  ours  fell  to  work,  and  loaded  themfelves  with  treafure.  I  never 
was  avaricious,  and  now  thought  more  of  faving  my  life  which  was  in 
much  danger;  however  when  the  opportunity  thus  offered,  I  did  not 
omit  feizing  out  of  a  caflcet,  four  calchihuis,  thofe  precious  ftoncs  {o 
highly  efteemed  amongft  the  Indians  j  and  although  Cortes  ordered  the 
cafket  and  its  contents  to  be  taken  care  of  by  his  major  domo,  I  lucki- 
ly fecured  thefe  jewels  in  time,  and  afterwards  found  them  of  infinite 
advantage  as  a  relburce  againil  famine. 

A  little  before  midnight  the  detachment  which  took  charge  of  the 
portable  bridge  fet  out  upon  its  march,  and  arriving  at  the  firfl  canal  or 
aperture  of  water,  it  was  thrown  acrofs.  The  night  was  dark  and  mif- 
ty,  and  it  began  to  rain.  The  bridge  being  fixed,  the  baggage,  artillery, 
and  fome  of  the  cavalry  pafled  over  it,  as  alfo  the  Tlafcalans  with  the 
gold.  Sandoval  and  thofe  with  him  palled,  alfo  Cortes  and  his  party 
after  the  firft,  and  many  other  foldiers.  At  this  moment  the  trumpets 
and  fhouts  of  the  enemy  were  heard,  and  the  alarm  was  given  by  them, 
crying  out,  "  Taltelulco,  Taltelulco,  out  with  your  canoes !  the  Teules 
**  are  going,  attack  them  at  the  bridges.*'  In  an  inftant  the  enemy 
were  upon  us  by  land,  and  the  lake  and  canals  were  covered  with  canoes- 
They  immediately  flew  to  the  bridges,  and  fell  on  us  there,  fo  that  they 
intirely  intercepted  our  line  of  march.     As  misfortunes  do  not  come 

F  f  2  fingle, 


(       220      •) 

fingle,  it  alfo  rained  fo  heavily  that  fome  of  the  horfes  were  terrifyal, 
and  growing  reflive  fell  into  the  water,  and  the  bridge  was  broken  in  at 
the  fame  time.  The  enemy  attacked  us  here  now  with  redoubled 
fury,  and  our  foldiers  making  a  ftout  refiflance,  the  aperture  of  water 
was  foon  filled  with  the  dead  and  dying  men,  and  horfes,  and  thofe  who 
were  fl:ruggling  to  efcape,  all  heaped  together,  with  artillery,  packs,  and 
bales  of  baggage j  and  thofe  who  carried  them.  Many  were  drowned 
here,  and  many  put  into  the  canoes  and  carried  off  for  facrifice.  It  was 
dreadful  to  hear  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate  fuf^erers,  calling  for  aflif- 
tance  and  invoking  the  Holy  Virgin  or  St.  Jago,  while  others  who 
efcaped  by  fwimming,  or  by  clambering  upon  the  chefls,  bales  of  bag- 
gage, and  dead  bodies,  earncf3:ly  begged  for  help  to  get  up  tothecaufe- 
way.  Many  who  on  their  reaching  the  ground  thought  themfelves  fafe, 
were  there  feized  or  knocked  in  the  head  with  clubs. 

Away  went  whatever  regularity  had  been  in  the  march  at  firft ;  for 
Cortes  and  the  captains  and  foldiers  who  were  mounted  clapt  fpurs  to 
their  horfes  and  gallopped  off,  along  the  caufeway ;  nor  can  I  blame 
them,  for  the  cavalry  could  do  nothing  againft  the  enemy,  of  any  effed: ; 
for  when  they  attacked  them,  the  latter  threw  themfelves  into  the  wa- 
ter on  each  fide  the  caufeway,  and  others  from  the  houfes  with  arrows,  or 
on  the  ground  with  large  lances,  killed  the  horfes.  It  is  evident  we  could 
make  no  battle  with  them  in  the  water,  and  without  powder,  and  in  the 
night,  what  elfe  could  we  do  than  what  we  did;  which  was,  to  join 
in  bodies  of  thirty  or  forty  foldiers,  and  when  the  Indians  clofed  upon 
us,  to  drive  them  off  with  a  few  cuts  and  thrufls  of  our  fwords,  and  then 
hurry  on,  to  get  over  the  caufeway  as  foon  as  we  could.  As  to  waiting 
for  one  another,  that  would  have  loft  us  all ;  and  had  it  happened  in 
the  day  time,  things  would  have  been  even  worfe  with  us.  The  efcape 
of  fuch  as  were  fortunate  enough  to  effed;  it,  was  owing  to  Gods  mer- 
cy, who  gave  us  force  to  do  fo;  for  the  very  fight  of  the  number  of  the 
enemy  who  furrounded  us,  and  carried  off  our  companions  in  their  ca- 
noes to  facrifice,  was  terrible.  About  fifty  of  us,  foldiers  of  Cortes, 
and  fome  of  thofe  of  Narvaez,  went  together  in  a  body,  by  the  caufe- 
way; 
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way;  every  now  and  then  parties  of  Indians  came  up,  calling  us  Lui- 
lones,  a  term  of  reproach,  and  attempting  to  feize  us,  and  we,  when 
they  came  within  our  reach,  facing  about,  repelling  them  with  a  few 
thrufts  of  our  fwords,  and  then  hurrying  on.  Thus  we  proceeded,  un- 
til we  reached  the  firm  ground  near  Tacuba,  where  Cortes,  Sandoval, 
De  Oli,  Salcedo,  Dominguez,  Lares,  and  others  of  the  cavalry,  with 
fuch  of  the  infantry  foldiers  as  had  crofled  the  bridge  before  it  was  de- 
ftroyed,  were  already  arrived.  When  we  came  near  them,  we  heard  the 
voices  of  Sandoval,  De  Oli,  and  De  Morla,  calling  to  Cortes  who  was 
riding  at  their  head,  that  he  (hould  turn  about,  and  aflift  thofe  who 
were  coming  along  the  caufeway,  and  who  complained  that  he  had 
abandoned  them.  Cortes  replied  that  thofe  who  had  efcaped  owed  it  to 
a  miracle,  and  if  they  returned  to  the  bridges  all  would  lofe  their  lives. 
Notwithftanding,  he,  with  ten  or  twelve  of  the  cavalry  and  fome  of  the 
infantry  who  had  efcaped  unhurt  countermarched,  and  proceeded  along 
the  caufeway;  they  had  gone  however  but  a  very  fhort  diftance  when 
they  met  P.  de  Alvarado  with  his  lance  in  his  hand,  badly  wounded, 
and  on  foot,  for  his  chefnut  mare  had  been  killed;  he  had  with  him 
three  of  our  foldiers,  and  four  of  thofe  of  Narvaez,  all  badly  wounded, 
and  eight  Tlafcalans  covered  with  blood.  While  Cortes  proceeded  along 
the  caufeway,  we  repofed  in  the  enclofed  courts  hard  by  Tacuba.  Met- 
fengers  had  already  been  fent  out  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  to  call  the 
people  of  Tacuba,  Ezcapuzalco,  and  Teneyuca  together,  in  order  to  in- 
tercept us.  In  confequence  they  now  began  to  furround  and  harrafs  us 
with  arrows,  and  ftones,  and  to  attack  us^  with  lances  headed  with 
the  fwords  which  had  fallen  into  their  hands  on  the  preceding  night. 
We  made  fome  attacks  upon  them,  and  defended  ourfelves  as  well  a^ 
■  wc  could .       ■  :i^mm^^^^ 


;  «:»»«%':««.'!>*  <,  .MM*,! 


To  revert  to  Cortes  and  his  companions,  when  they  learned  from  Al- 
varado that  they  were  not  to  expert  to  fee  any  more  of  our  foldiers,  the 
tears  ran  from  their  eyes,  for  Alvarado  had  with  him  in  the  rear  guard, 
Velafquez  de  Leon,  with  above  twenty  more  of  the  cavalry,  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  infantry.     On  enquiry  Cortes  was  told  that  they 

were 
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were  all  dead,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  more.  Al- 
varado  alfo  told  them  that  after  the  horfes  had  been  killed,  about  eighty 
alfembled  in  a  body  and  pafTed  the  firfl  aperture,  upon  the  dead  bodies 
and  heaps  of  luggage;  I  do  not  perfectly  recolle(5t  if  he  faid  that  he  paf- 
fed  upon  the  dead  bodies,  for  we  were  more  attentive  to  what  he  related 
to  Cortes  of  the  deaths  of  J.  Velafquez  and  above  two  hundred  more 
companions,  thofe  of  Narvaez  included,  who  were  with  him,  and  who 
were  killed  at  that  canal.  He  alfo  faid  that  at  the  other  bridge  God's 
mercy  faved  them,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  caufeway  was  full  of  the 
enemy. 

As  to  that  fatal  bridge  which  is  called  the  leap  of  Alvarado,  I  fay 
that  no  foldier  thought  of  looking  whether  he  leaped,  much  or  little, 
for  we  had  enough  to  do  to  fave  our  own  lives.  It  muft  however  have 
been  as  he  ftated  when  he  met  Cortes,  that  he  pafled  it  upon  the  dead 
bodies  and  baggage,  for  if  he  had  attempted  to  fuftain  himfelf  upon  his 
lance,  the  water  would  have  been  too  deep  for  him  to  have  reached  the 
bottom  of  it ;  and  the  aperture  was  too  wide,  and  the  fides  too  high  for 
him  to  have  leaped,  let  him  have  been  ever  fo  ad:ive.  For  my  part 
I  aver  that  he  could  not  have  leaped  it  in  any  manner,  for  in  about  a  year 
after,  when  we  invcfted  Mexico,  I  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  on. 
that  which  is  now  called  the  bridge  of  the  leap  of  Alvarado,  for  they 
had  there  made  breaftworks  and  barricades ;  and  w^e  many  times  conver- 
fed  upon  the  fubjed:  at  the  fpot,  and  all  of  us  agreed  that  it  could  not 
have  happened.  But  as  fome  will  infifi:  upon  the  reality  of  it  1  repeat  it 
again,  it  could  not  have  been  done,  and  let  thofe  who  wifh  to  afcertain 
it  view  the  place;  the  bridge  is  there,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  will 
prove  no  lance  could  reach  to  the  bottom.  There  was  in  Mexico  after- 
wards one  Ocampo,  a  foldier  who  came  with  Garay,  a  prating  fellow 
and  very  fcurrilous,  amufing  himfelf  with  making  defamatory  libels. 
Many  of  thofe  he  made  upon  our  captains,  too  bad  to  be  repeated.  He 
faid  of  Alvarado,  that  he  left  his  companion  Velafquez  and  two  hundred 
more,  and  that  fear  made  him  give  that  great  fpring,  for  that  as  the  fay- 
ing goes,  he  leaped  for  his  life. 

As 
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As  our  captains  found  from  the  information  of  Alvarado  that  they 
were  not  to  expe(5t  any  more  of  our  companions,  for  that  the  caufeway 
was  full  of  warriors  of  the  enemy,  and  if  any  had  hitherto  efcaped  they 
muft  now  be  intercepted,  as  we  alfo  found  that  all  the  people  of  thoie 
countries  were  preparing  to  attack  us  in  Tacuba,  it  was  determined  im- 
der  the  guidance  of  fix  or  feven  of  our  allies  Well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  to  endeavor  to  reach  Tlafcala.  Accordingly  we  fet  out,  and 
proceeding  by  an  indired:  road  came  to  fome  houfes  hard  by  a  temple 
on  a  hill.  During  our  march  we  were  harraffed  by  the  enemy,  who 
threw  ftones  and  fhot  their  arrows  at  us.  I  fear  to  tire  the  reader  with 
the  prolixity  of  thofe  repeated  details,  but  I  am  compelled  to  relate  what 
was  of  fuch  dcfperate  confequence  to  us,  for  many  of  us  were  in  this 
manner  killed.  Here  we  defended  ourfelves,  and  took  what  care  we 
could  of  our  wounds.     As  to  provifions,  we  had  none. 

After  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  a  church  was  founded  on  the  fclte 
of  this  temple,  and  dedicated  to  Nueftra  Senora  de  los  Remcdios,  and 
thither  many  ladies  and  inhabitants  of  Mexico  go  in  proceffion,  and  to 
pay  the  nine  days  devotions. 

Our  wounds,  having  taken  cold  and  being  only  bound  with  rags, 
were  now  in  a  miferable  fituation,  and  very  painful;  we  had  alfo  to  de- 
plore the  lofs  of  many  valiant  companions.  As  for  thofe  of  Narvaez, 
moft  of  them  perifhed  in  the  water,  loaded  with  gold.  Numbers  of 
Tlafcalans  alfo  lofl  their  lives  in  the  fame  manner.  Poor  Botello  too ! 
the  aftrologer !  his  ftars  bore  an  evil  afped:  for  he  was  killed  with  the 
reft.  The  fons  of  Montezuma,  Cacamatzin,  and  all  the  other  prifo- 
ners,  amongfl  whom  were  fome  princes,  loft  their  lives  on  this  fatal 
night.  All  our  artillery  was  loft,  we  had  very  few  crofs-bows,  only 
twenty  three  horfes,  and  our  future  profpe<5t  was  very  melancholy,  from 
our  uncertainty  as  to  the  reception  we  might  meet  in  Tlafcala,  which 
was  our  only  refource. 

f'        Having  dreffed  our  wounds  and  made  arrows  for  our  crofs-bows, 

and 
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and  being  incefTantly  harralTed  in  our  prefent  poil,'  we  proceeded  at  mid- 
night upon  our  journey,  under  the  guidance  of  our  faithful  TlafcalansT, 
Thofe  who  were  very  badly  wounded  we  carried  between  us;  the  lame 
were  fupported  upon  crutches,  and  fome  who  were  utterly  unable  to  help 
themfelves  on,  were  placed  upon  the  croups  of  lame  horfes.  Thus, 
with  what  cavalry  we  had  able  to  a(5t,  in  front  and  on  the  flanks,  and 
as  many  of  the  infantry  as  were  fit  to  bear  arms  making  head  to  the 
enemy,  we  proceeded  on  our  march,  our  wounded  Spaniards  and  allies 
in  the  centre,  the  reft  oppofing  the  enemy,  who  continued  to  follow, 
harrafs,  and  revile  us,  faying  we  were  now  going  to  meet  our  deflruc- 
tion.     Words  which  "We  did  not  at  that  time  underfland. 

I  have  hitherto  forgotten  to  mention  the  fatisfa(51:ion  we  had,  in 
feeing  Donna  Marina  and  Donna  Luifa  rejoin  us.  .  Having  crofTed  the 
bridge  amongfl  the  firil,  they  had  been  faved  by  the  exertions  of  two 
of  the  brothers  of  Donna  Luifa,  all  the  reft  of  the  female  Indians  hav- 
ing been  loft  there.  On  this  day  we  arrived  at  a  great  town  named  Gu- 
aititlan,  from  whence  we  continued  our  march,  harraffed  by  the  enemy, 
whofe  numbers  and  boldnefs  increafed,  infomuch  that  they  killed  two 
of  our  lame  foldiers  and  one  horfe  in  a  bad  pafs,  wounding  many  more. 
Having  repulfed  them,  we  proceeded  until  we  arrived  at  fome  villages, 
and  halting  there  for  the  night,  we  made  our  fupper  on  the  horfe  which 
had  been  killed.  On  the  next  morning  we  fet  out  very  early,  and  hav- 
ing proceeded  little  more  than  a  league,  juft  as  we  began  to  think  our- 
felves  in  fafety,  three  of  our  vedettes  came  in  with  a  report  that  the 
whole  plains  were  covered  with  the  armies  of  the  enemy.  This  intelli- 
gence was  truly  frightful  and  w^e  felt  it  as  fuch,  but  not  fo  as  to  prevent 
our  determination  to  conquer  or  die,  or  our  arranging  all  matters  to  the 
beft  effed:  for  adion. 

A  halt  being  made,  orders  were  given  to  the  cavalry,  that  they 
fhould  charge  at  half  fpeed,  not  ftopping  to  make  thrufts,  but  pointing 
the  lances  at  the  faces  of  the  enemy,  until  they  were  put  to  flight;  the 
infantry  were  warned  to  thruft  with  their  fwords,  and  to  pafs  them 
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clear  through  the  bodies  of  their  opponents,  fo  that  at  worft  we  fhould 
fell  our  lives  dearly,  and  this  being  don^,  as  we  faw  that  the  enemy  be- 
gan to  furround  us,  after  recommending  ourfelves  to  God  and  the  Holy 
Virgin,  and  invoking  the  aid  of  St.  Jago,  the  cavalry  formed  in  bodies 
of  fives,  and  the  infantry  in  concert  with  them,  proceeded  to  the 
attack. 

Oh  what  it  was  to  fee  this  tremendous  battle!  how  we  clofed  foot 
to  foot,  and  with  what  fury  the  dogs  fought  us !  fuch  wounding  as 
there  was  amongft  us  with  their  lances  and  clubs  and  two  handed  fwords, 
while  our  cavalry,  favoured  by  the  plain  ground,  rode  through  them  at 
will,  galloping  at  half  fpeed,  and  bearing  down  their  opponents  with 
couched  lances,  ftill  fighting  manfully,  though  they  and  their  horfes 
were  all  wounded ;  and  we  of  the  infantry,  negligent  of  our  former 
hurts,  and  of  thofe  which  we  now  received,  clofed  with  the  enemy, 
redoubling  our  efforts  to  bear  them  down  with  our  fwords. 

Cortes,  De  Oli,  Alvarado  mounted  on  a  horfe  of  one  of  the  fol- 
diers  of  Narvaez,  and  Sandoval,  though  all  wounded,  continued  to  ride 
through  them.  Cortes  now  called  out  to  us  to  ftrike  at  the  chiefs;  for 
they  were  diftinguiflied  by  great  plumes  of  feathers,  golden  ornaments, 
richly  wrought  arms,  and  devices. 

Then  to  hear  the  valiant  Sandoval,  how  he  encouraged  us  crying 
out,  **  Now  gentlemen  is  the  day  of  vidlory;  put  your  truft  in  God, 
**  >ve  (hall  furvive  for  he  preferves  us  for  fome  good  purpofe."  All 
the  foldiers  felt  determined  to  conquer,  and  thus  animated  as  we  were 
by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  our  lady  the  Virgin  Mary,  as  alfo  by  St. 
Jago  who  undoubtedly  affifted  us,  as  certified  by  a  chief  of  Gua- 
timotzin  who  was  prefent  in  the  battle,  we  continued,  notwithftanding 
many  had  received  wounds  and  fome  of  our  companions  were  killed,  to 
maintain  our  ground. 

It  was  the  will  of  God,  that  Cortes,  accompanied  by  the  captains 
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Dc  Oli,  Sandoval,  Alvarado,  and  feveral  others,  fliould  reach  that  part 
of  the  army  of  the  enemy  which  was  the  poft  of  their  general  in  chief, 
who  was  diflinguifhed  by  a  ftandard,  arms  covered  with  gold,  and  a 
great  penache  ornamented  in  the  fame  manner.  As  foon  as  Cortes  per- 
ceived the  chief  who  bore  the  flandard,  and  who  was  furrounded  by 
many  others  bearing  alfo  great  penaches  of  gold,  he  cried  out  to  Alva- 
rado, Sandoval,  De  Oli,  Avila,  and  the  reft,  "Now  gentlemen,  let 
**  us  charge  them.**  Then,  recommending  themfelves  to  God,  they 
rode  into  the  thickeft  of  them,  and  Cortes  with  hi§  horfe  ftruck  the 
Mexican  chief,  and  threw  down  the  ftandard ;  the  cavaliers  who  fup- 
ported  him  at  the  fame  moment  effecSlually  breaking  this  numerous 
body.  The  chief  who  bore  the  ftandard,  not  having  fallen,  in  the 
charge  made  upon  him  by  Cortes,  Juan  de  Salamanca,  mounted  on  his 
good  pyed  mare,  purfued  him,  and  having  killed  him,  feized  the  rich 
penache  which  he  bore,  and  prefented  it  to  Cortes,  faying,  that  as  he 
had  given  the  Mexican  general  the  firft  blow,  and  ftruck  down  his  ftan- 
dard, the  trophy  of  the  conqueft  was  due  to  him. 

It  was  God*s  will,  that,  on  the  death  of  their  general,  and  of  many 
other  chiefs  who  furrounded  him  being  known,  the  enemy  (hould  re- 
lax in  their  efforts,  and  begin  to  retreat.  As  foon  as  this  was  perceived 
by  us,  we  forgot  our  hunger,  thirft,  fatigue,  and  wounds,  and  thought 
of  nothing  but  vicStory,  and  purfuit.  Our  cavalry  followed  them  up 
clofe,  and  our  allies,  now  become  lions,  mowed  down  all  before  them 
with  the  arms  which  the  enemy  threw  away  in  their  flight. 

As  foon  as  our  cavalry  returned  from  the  purfuit,  we  all  gave 
thanks  to  God,  for  never  had  there  appeared  fo  great  a  force  together  in 
that  country,  being  the  whole  of  the  warriors  of  Mexico,  Tezcuco, 
and  Saltocan,  all  determined  not  to  leave  a  trace  of  us  upon  the  earth. 
The  whok  nobility  of  thefe  nations  were  aflembled,  magnificently 
armed,  and  adorned  with  gold,  penaches,  and  devices.  This  battle 
was  fought  near  a  place  named  Obtumba.  I  have  frequently  feen  it 
reprefented  in  paintings  amongft  the  Mexicans >  in  the  fame  manner  as 
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I  have  the  other  battles  fought  by  us  antecedently  to  the  final  conquefl. 
I  muft  now  recall  to  the  readers  recollcdlion,  that  our  entry  into  Mex- 
ico to  relieve  Alvarado  was  on  the  day  of  St.  John  in  the  month  of  June 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty.  We  entered  that  city  with  up- 
wards of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  foldiers,  cavalry  included,  which 
latter  body  was  ninety  {even  in  number,  and  of  our  infantry  eighty  were 
crofsbow-men,  and  as  many  mufqueteers.  We  had  alfo  with  us  a  great 
train  of  artillery  and  two  hundred  Tlafcalan  allies.  Our  flight  from 
Mexico  was  on  the  tenth  of  July  following,  and  the  battle  of  Obtumba 
was  fought  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  that  month. 

I  will  now  give  an  account  of  all  our  countrymen  who  loft  their 
lives  in  Mexico,  at  the  caufeway,  in  battle,  and  on  the  road.  In  five 
days  were  killed  and  facrificed  upwards  of  eight  hundred  and  feventy 
foldiers,  including  feventy  two  of  thofe  of  Narvaez  put  to  death  toge- 
ther with  five  Caftillian  women,  in  a  place  named  Tuftepeque.  One 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  upwards  of  our  allies  of  Tlafcala  were  alfo 
killed.  Juan  de  Alcantara  and  two  more,  who  came  for  the  fhare  of  the 
gold  afligned  to  them,  were  robbed  and  murdered,  and  if  we  examine 
throughout  we  (hall  find,  that  all  who  were  concerned  with  the  trea- 
fure  came  to  ill  fortune.  Thus  it  was  with  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez, 
who  perifhed  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  ours  did,  on  account  of 
their  having  followed  the  didates  of  their  avarice. 

After  the  battle  we  continued  our  march  to  Tlafcala,  chearfuUy, 
and  eating  certain  gourds  named  ayotes,  which  we  found  by  the  way, 
the  enemy  only  fhewing  themfelves  at  a  diftance,  until  we  arrived  at  a 
village  where  we  took  up  our  quarters  in  a  ftrong  temple,  and  halted 
for  the  night,  occafionally  alarmed  by  the  Mexicans,  who  kept  about 
us  as  it  were  to  fee  us  out  of  their  country.  From  this  place  we  to  our 
great  joy  perceived  the  mountains  of  Tlafcala,  for  we  were  anxious  to 
be  convinced  of  the  fidelity  of  our  friends,  and  to  know  fomething  of 
our  companions  in  Villa  Rica.  Cortes  warned  us,  as  we  were  fo  few 
in  number  and  had  efcaped  by  God*s  mercy,  to  be  cautious  not  to  give 
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ofFencej  this  he  particularly  enforced  to  the  foldlers  of  Narvaez  who 
were  not  fo  much  habituated  to  difcipline.  He  added  that  he  hoped 
to  find  our  allies  Heady  to  us,  but  that  if  it  turned  out  other  wife,  though 
but  four  hundred  and  forty  ftrong,  ill  armed,  and  wounded,  we  had 
vigorous  bodies  and  flout  hearts  to  carry  us  through. 

We  now  arrived  at  a  fountain  on  the  fide  of  fome  hills,  where  is 
a  circular  rampart  built  in  old  times,  at  the  boundary  of  the  flates  of 
Mexico  and  Tlafcala.  Here  we  repofed,  and  then  proceeded  to  a  town 
named  Gualiopar,  where  we  procured  a  little  food  which  we  were  obli- 
ged to  pay  for,  and  halted  one  day.  As  foon  as  our  arrival  was  known 
in  the  head  town  of  Tlafcala,  our  friends  Maxicatzin,  Xicotenga,  Chi- 
chimecatecle,  the  chief  of  Guaxocingo,  and  others,  came  to  fee  and* em- 
brace Cortes  and  the  refl  of  our  captains  and  foldiers.  They  wept  for 
our  lofTes,  and  kindly  blamed  Cortes  for  having  negle(fted  the  warning 
they  had  given  him  of  Mexican  treachery.  They  then  invited  us  to 
their  town,  rejoicing  at  our  efcape,  and  congratulating  us  on  our  vali- 
ant a(flions.  They  alfo  afTured  us  that  they  were  affembling  thirty 
thoufand  warriors  to  join  us  at  Gbtumba.  Cortes  thanked,  and  diftri- 
buted  prefents  to  all.  They  were  rejoiced  at  feeing  Donna  Marina  and 
Donna  Luifa,  and  lamented  the  lofs  of  others ;  Maxicatzin  in  particular 
bewailed  his  daughter,  and  V.  de  Leon  to  whom  he  had  given  her. 
Thus  we  were  received  by  our  friends  in  Tlafcala,  where  we  repofed  af- 
ter our  dangers.  Cortes  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  Maxicatzin,  Alvarado 
in  that  of  Xicotenga;  and  here  we  recovered  frgra  Qur  wounds,  lofing 
but  four  of  our  number. 


> 


'Y 


THE    TRUE    HISTORY 


OF 


THE    CONQUEST   OF   MEXICO. 


•^^COCOOOOODOD^ 


PART   THE   SECOND. 
CHAPTER     I. 


Tlafcaldy  July,  1520.  TranfaElions  and  occurrences  there. 
Foundation  of  the  colony  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera.  SubjugOh 
tion  of  the  neighbouring  diflriEls  by  the  Spaniards. 


w, 


E  were  thus,  as  I  have  mentioned,  by  the  friendfKip  of  the 
Tlafcalans,  hofpitably  received  and  entertained  in  their  city,  after  our 
fatigues,  dangers,  and  lolTes,  in  the  retreat  from  Mexico* 

One  of  the  firfl:  things  done  by  Cortes  on  our  arrival  was,  to  en- 
quire  after  the  gold  which  had  been  brought  there,  to  the  value  of  forty 
thoufiind  crowns,  and  which  was  the  Ifhare  of  the  garrifon  of  Villa 
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Rica.  He  was  informed  by  the  Tlafcalan  cliiefs,  and  alfo  by  one  of  our 
invalids  who  remained  there  when  we  marched  to  Mexico,  that  the 
perfons  who  had  been  fcnt  from  Villa  Rica  to  receive  it,  had,  on  their 
return,  been  robbed  and  murdered  on  the  road,  at  the  time  we  were  en- 
gaged in  hoflilities  with  the  Mexicans.  Another  caufe  of  uneafinefs  to 
us  was,  our  uncertainty  as  to  the  fttuation  of  our  countrymen  at  Villa 
Rica.  Letters  were  fent,  to  inform  them  of  the  events  which  had  late- 
ly taken  place,  and  defiring  them  to  fend  us  what  arms  and  ammunition 
they  could  fpare,  and  a  ftrong  reinforcement.  We  were  informed  by 
the  return  of  the  meffengers,  that  all  continued  well  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  that  garrifon.  The  reinforcement  alfo,  which  had  been  requi- 
re,'; was  immediately  fent.  It  confifted  of  feven  men  in  the  whole, 
three  of  whom  were  failors,  and  every  one  of  them  invalids.  They 
were  commanded  by  a  foldier  named  Lencero,  the  fame  who  kept  the 
inn  at  prefent  called  by  his  name.  For  a  long  time  afterwards,  a  rein- 
forcement of  Lencero,  was  a  proverbial  exprellion  with  us. 

We  had  now  fome  trouble  given  us  by  the  younger  Xicotenga. 
This  chief  on  hearing  of  our  misfortunes  in  Mexico,  and  of  our  being 
in  march  for  his  country,  conceived  the  projed:  of  taking  us  by  furprife, 
and  putting  us  all  to  death;  for  which  purpofe  he  was  very  adive  in 
forming  his  party,  and  having  affembled  many  of  his  friends,  relations, 
and  adherents,  he  expofed  to  them  the  facility  with  which  it  could  be 
done,  Thefe  intrigues  however  could  not  go  on  long,  without  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  father,  who  reproached  him  feverely  for  his 
treacherous  condud:,  afluring  him  that  if  it  came  to  be  known,  it  would 
coft  the  lives  of  him  and  all  thofe  concerned  with  him.  The  young 
inan  however  perfevered,  paying  no  regard  to  what  his  father  laid,  and 
the  affair  at  length  coming  to  the  ears  of  his  mortal  enemy  Chichime- 
catecle,  he  immediately  gave  information  of  it;  whereupon,  a  council 
was  fummoned  of  all  the  chiefs  to  take  the  affair  into  confideration,  and 
J^icotenga  was  brought  prifoner  before  them.  Maxicatzin  was  the  ora- 
tor upon  the  occafion  and  fpoke  at  confiderable  length  in  favour  of  the 
Spaniards;  he  faid  that  profperity  had  attended  their  nation  ever  iince 
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our  arrival  amongfl  them.  That  we  had  enabled  them  to  eat  fait  with 
their  provifions,  and  that  we  were  certainly  thofe  of  whom  their  ancef- 
tors  had  fpoken.  He  then  reprobated  and  expofed  the  conducft  of  the 
younger  Xicotenga.  In  reply  to  this,  and  to  the  difcourfe  of  his  father 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  the  young  man  made  ufc  of  fuch  outrageous  and 
difrefped:ful  language,  as  induced  them  to  feize  him  by  the  collar,  and 
throw  him  down  the  fteps  of  the  building  into  the  ftreet,  and  he  very 
narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life;  but  Cortes  did  not  think  it  prudent 
in  his  prefent  fituation  to  carry  matters  any  farther.  Such  was  the  fide- 
lity of  our  Tlafcalan  allies,  with  whom  we  at  this  time  ftaid  two  and 
twenty  days, 

Cortes  meditated  an  attack  upon  the  adjoining  provinces  of  Tepe- 
aca  and  Zacatula,  on  account  of  the  murders  committed  by  thefe  people 
upon  the  Spaniards,  and  determined  to  fet  out  upon  it,  it  the  expiration 
of  the  above  mentioned  period ;  but  when  he  came  to  propofe  this  to  his 
troops,  he  found  the  univerfal  fentiment  of  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez  de- 
cidedly againfl  it.  They  thought  that  they  never  could  get  back  foon 
Enough  to  their  houfes  and  mines  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  the  flaugh- 
ter  of  Mexico,  and  battle  of  Obtumba,  made  them  defire  to  renounce  all 
connexion  with  Cortes,  his  riches,  and  his  conquefts.  But  beyond  all 
others  Andres  de  Duero,  his  friend  and  companion,  moft  heartily  cur- 
fcd  the  day  he  had  embarked  with  him  in  the  bulinefs,  and  the  gold 
which  he  had  been  forced  to  leave  in  the  ditches  of  Mexico.  They  all 
totally  declined  any  connexion  with  his  new  fchemes,  and  finding  that 
words  did  not  avail  them  they  made  a  requifition  in  form  to  that  efFe(5l, 
flating  the  infufficiency  of  our  force,  and  demanding  licences  to  return 
to  Cuba.  Coftes  having  received  and  read  the  memorial,  replied  to  it, 
giving  at  leaft  ten  reafons  for  his  plan,  to  every  one  they  aliedged  againft 
it  J  his  own  foldiers  alfo  addreiTed  him  on  the  occafion,  requefling  him 
on  no  account  to  give  permiflion  to  any  one  to  depart,  but  that  we  fhould 
all  remain  together,  as  being  moft  conducive  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and 
his  Majefty.  At  length  they  were  obliged  to  acquiefce,  with  a  very  ill 
grace,  and  much  murmuring  againft  Cortes,  and  his  expeditions,  and 
againft  us  who  fupportcd  him  in  them,  and  who  as  they  faid  had  no- 
li h  thing 
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thing  to  lofe  but  our  lives.  Cortes  on  his  part  made  them  a  general 
promife,  that  by  the  next  convenient  opportunity  he  would  fend  them 
to  their  Ifland  of  Cuba. 

The  hiflorian  Gomara  in  his  account  of  this  tranfacflion  makes  no 
dillindlion  between  us  and  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez,  as  if  we  were  equally 
concerned  in  prefenting  the  memorial ;  and  this  he  docs  in  order  to  en- 
hance the  merits  of  his  hero,  Cortes,  and  to  depreciate  us  the  true  con- 
querors of  Mexico,  becaufe  we  did  not  think  it  became  us  to  bribe  him 
with  gifts  to  fpeak  favourably  of  us,  when  ^e  were  thofe,  and  thofe 
only,  who  fupported  Cortes.  And  now  this  hiftorian  would  annihi- 
late our  reputations,  in  faying,  forfooth,  that  we  memorialled! ! 

It  would  have  better  become  this  hiftorian  to  attend  more  to  mat- 
ters of  fad:,  and  lefs  to  his  figures  of  rhetoric  in  what  he  writes.  I 
have  been  aftonifhcd  at  that  part  of  his  relation,  where  he  afligns  the 
vicftory  at  Obtumba  folely  to  the  valor  of  Cortes.  I  have  faid  before,  that 
it'  was  in  the  firft  inflancc  owing  to  God's  mercy;  I  fay  alfo  that  Cortes 
did  every  thing  that  ought  to  be  expedcd  from  a  wife  and  valiant  gene- 
ral, and'  that  he  owed  his  fuccefs,  under  God,  to  the  flout  and  valiant 
captains,  and  to  us  brave  foldiers,  who  broke  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  fupported  him  by  fighting  in  the  manner  we  fought,  and  as  I  have 
related.  What  that  hiftorian  fays  relative  to  his  charging  the  general 
and  bearer  of  the  royal  flandard  of  Mexico  is  true,  and  it  was  Juan  de 
Salamanca,  afterwards  alcalde  major  of  Guacacualco,  who  killed  him 
with  his  lance,  and  prefented  the  ornamented  plume  to  Cortes ;  which 
plume  his  Majefly  was  afterwards  pleafed  to  give  Salamanca  in  his  coat 
of  arms.  Not  that  I  am  unwilling  to  afcribe  all  due  honour  to  our  Cortes ; 
for  I  know  that  he  deferves  it;  and  if  it  was  the  cuflom,  as  formerly,  to 
give  triumphs  to  generals,  he  is  more  worthy  of  one  than  any  Roman. 
Gomara  alfo  greatly  exaggerates  the  numbers  of  our  Indian  allies,  and 
the  population  of  the  country  beyond  all  reafon;  for  it  was  not  the  fifth 
part  of  what  he  reprefents  it.  According  to  his  account  there  would 
have  been  more  thoufands  here,  than  inhabit  all  Caflille;  but  where 
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he  has  written  eighty  thoufand  we  fliould  read  one  thoufand.  All  this' 
he  has  done  in  order  to  make  his  narrative  the  more  agreable.  In  my 
hiftory  I  tell  the  truth,  word  for  word  as  it  happened,  without  looking 
to  ornaments  of  rhetoric;  for  Tconfider  myfelf  obliged  to  adhere  to  mat- 
ter of  fad:,  and  do  not  deal  in  flatteries. 

We  now  fet  out  on"  our  march,  to  punifli  the  diflridls  of  Cachula, 
Tepeaca,  and  Tecamachalco,  without  artillery  or  fire  arms  of  any  kind, 
for  all  had  been  left  in  the  ditches  of  Mexico.  Our  force  coniifled  of 
fixteen  cavalry  and  four  hundred  and  twenty  infantry,  moflly  armed 
with  fword  and  target,  with  about  four  thoufand  Tlafcalans.  We  halt- 
ed at  night,  at  the  dijftance  of  three  leagues  from  Tepeaca;  but  the  peo- 
ple of  the  place  had  deferted  their  houfes  on  our  approach.  We  made 
fomc  prifoners  on  our  way,  by  whom  Cortes  fent  to  the  chiefs,  to  in- 
form them,  that  we  came  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  juflice  for  the 
murder  of  eighteen  Spaniards,  who  had  been  without  any  caufe  put  to 
death  in  crofhng  their  territories ;  and  alfo  to  know  the  reafon  of  their 
entertaining  Mexican  troops,  and  to  warn  them,  that  if  they  did  not 
immediately  treat  with  us  for  peace,  we  would  make  war  againfl  them 
with  fire  and  fword.  However  terrible  our  language  was,  that  of  their 
anfwer  conveyed  by  our  meflengers  and  two  Mexicans,  was  much  more 
fo ;  for  the  Mexicans  were  elevated  by  their  fucceffes  againfl  us  at  the 
bridges.  Cortes  treated  them  very  kindly,  and  declared  every  wifh  to 
forget  and  forgive  the  paft,  but  all  could  not  do ;  they  fent  back  for  an- 
fwer, that  if  we  did  not  return  immediately,  they  would  put  us  all  to 
death  and  make  a  feafl  upon  our  bodies. 

Upon  this  Cortes  called  a  council  of  the  officers,  and  it  was  then 
determined,  that  a  full  ftatement  of  all  which  had  pafTed  fhould  be  of- 
ficially drawn  up  by  a  royal  notary,  whereby  all  the  Mexicans  and  allies 
of  the  Mexicans  who  had  killed  Spanifh  fubjed:s,  after  having  given 
obedience  to  his  Majefty,  fhould  be  declared  in  a  flate  of  flavery.  This 
being  duly  drawn  up  and  attefied,  we  once  more  fent  to  require  them 
to  come  in,  giving  them  notice  of  the  confequences  of  their  contumacy, 
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but  they  returned  an  anfwer  fimilar  to  their  former  one.  Both  fides 
then  prepared  for  battle,  and  on  the  next  day  we  came  to  an  ad;ion  with 
them.  This  battle  taking  place  in  open  fields  of  maiz,  our  cavglry 
ipeedily  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  with  confiderable  lofs,  though  they 
inade  a  ftout  refifi:ance;  but  our  allies  fought  gallantly,  and  purfued  them 
liotly,  and  we  took  many  boys,  for  flaves. 

The  Mexicans  being  thus  defeated,  the  natives  came  in,  to  fue  for 
peace;  we  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Tepeaca,  to  receive  their 
fubmiflion,  and  on  that  fpot  was  founded  our  fettlement  ofSeguradela 
Frontera,  the  fituation  being  eligible,  as  on  the  road  to  Villa  Rica,  and 
in  a  fertile  diflridl.  The  municipal  officers  were  immediately  appoint- 
ed, and  the  iron  brand  was  made  here,  for  the  purpofe  of  marking  thofe 
natives  who  were  taken  for  flaves ;  they  were  marked  with  the  letter  G, 
for  *'  Guerra,"  or  war.  We  made  excurfions  through  the  difi:ri(5t,  and 
to  the  towns  of  Cachula,  (where  they  had  put  fifteen  Spaniards  to  death 
in  the  houfes,)  Tecamechalco,  Las  Guayavas,  and  many  others  whofe 
names  I  do  not  recollect:;  taking  a  number  of  prifoners,  who  were  im- 
mediately branded  for  flaves.  By  thefe  means,  in  about  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks,  we  reduced  the  people  to  order  and  obedience. 

At  this  period  another  prince  of  the  blood  royal  was  elecfted  to  the 
throne  of  Mexico,  for  the  former  one  who  had  expelled  us  from  that 
city,  was  dead  of  the  fmall  pox.  The  new  king  was  named  Guati- 
motzin  j  he  was  a  young  man  about  the  age  of  twenty  five  years,  of  ele- 
gant appearance,  very  brave,  and  fo  terrible  to  his  own  fubjedls  that 
they  all  trembled  at  the  fight  of  him.  When  the  intelligence  reached 
this  prince  of  what  had  happened  in  Tepeaca,  he  began  to  be  appre- 
henfivefor  his  other  provinces,  neglecting,  however,  nothing  that  it  was 
in  his  power  to  do,  to  induce  the  chiefs  to  continue  fleady  to  him;  and 
hcalfo  fent  confiderable  bodies  of  troops  to  watch  our  movements. 

Cortes  now  received  letters  from  Villa  Rica  informing  him,  thata 
vcfTel  had  arrived  at  the  port,  commanded  by  a  gentleman  named  Pedro 
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Barba,  who  was  his  intimate  friend.  He  had  been  lieutenant  under 
Velafquez  at  the  Havannah,  and  had  now  brought  with  him  thirteen 
foldiers  and  two  horfes ;  he  alfo  brought  letters  from  Velafquez  the  go- 
vernor of  Cuba  to  Narvaez,  who  was  thought  to  be  by  this  time  all  pow- 
erful in  New  Spain,  ordering  him,  if  Cortes  was  not  already  dead,  to 
fend  him  to  Cuba,  that  he  might  be  thence  tranfmitted  to  Caftille,  fuch 
being  the  dire<5tions  of  the  bifhop  of  Burgos.  As  foon  as  Pedro  Barba 
arrived  in  the  harbour,  the  officer  whom  Cortes  had  appointed  admiral 
went  to  vifit  him,  taking  with  him  in  his  boat  a  flrong  crew,  with 
their  arms  concealed.  When  he  came  on  board,  he  faluted  Barba  and 
the  reft  courteoufly,  and  enquired  after  the  health  of  the  governor  of  Cu- 
ba. The  others  in  their  turn  enquired  after  Narvaez,  and  what  had 
become  of  Cortes.  They  were  told  that  Cortes  was  a  fugitive  with 
about  twenty  of  his  companions,  and  that  Narvaez  had  eftablifhed  him- 
felf,  and  was  in  poffeffion  of  great  riches.  They  then  invited  Barba 
and  the  reft  on  ftiore  to  refrefti  themfelves,  to  which  they  aflenting  de- 
fcended  into  the  boats,  where  they  were  bid  to  furrender  themfelves  in- 
ftantly  prifoners  to  Cortes.  They  had  no  alternative,  and  were  obliged 
to  fubmit.  The  ftiip  was  difmantled,  and  the  captain  and  crew  fent  to 
us  in  Tepeaca,  to  our  great  fatisfac^ion,  for  though  we  did  not  fufFer 
much  in  the  field,  yet  continual  fatigue  had  made  us  very  unhealthy, 
five  of  our  foldiers  having  died  of  pleurifies  within  a  fortnight.  With 
this  party  came  Francifco  Lopez,  afterwards  regidor  of  Guatimala. 
Barba  was  exceedingly  well  received  by  Corteg,  who  was  informed  by 
him  that  he  might  expedt  the  arrival  of  another  fmall  veflel  with  provi- 
fions,  within  the  fpace  of  a  week,  which  accordingly  happened.  On 
board  the  laft  mentioned  ftiip  came  a  gentleman,  native  of  Medina  del 
Campo,  by  name  Rodorigo  de  Lobera,  eight  foldiers,  and  one  horfe. 
Our  friends  purfued  the  fame  method  with  this  veflel  that  they  had  done 
with  the  former,  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  The  party  joined  us  in  a 
few  days,  it  being  no  fmall  fatisfadion  to  us,  thus  to  find  our  army  re^ 
cruiting  its  numbers. 

The  new  king  of  Mexico  having  fent  large  bodies  of  troops  to  thcfe 
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provinces  that  were  neareft.  to  the  Spanifh  army,  they  became  very  dif- 
orderly,  robbing  and  outraging  the  people.  Thefe  provocations  indu- 
ced the  natives  to  fend  four  chiefs  fecretly  to  negotiate  with  Cortes,  of- 
fering to  furrender  themfelves  to  him,  provided  he  would  give  them 
his  ailiflance  to  expell  the  Mexicans.  Cortes  immediately  acceded  to 
the  propofal,  and  ordered  for  this  fervice  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  and 
crofsbow-men,  under  the  command  of  Chrifloval  de  Oli.  A  confide- 
rable  number  alfo  of  Tlafcalans  were  joined  in  the  expedition.  Several 
of  the  captains  who  had  come  with  Narvaez  were  appointed  to  com- 
mand in  this  detachment,  which  amounted  in  the  whole  to  above  three 
hundred  foldiers.  As  our  people  were  on  their  march,  converfing  with 
the  Indians,  they  received  fuch  accounts  from  them  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  as  entirely  deprived  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez  of  what  little  incli- 
nation they  ever  had  for  military  expeditions,  and  made  them  doubly 
anxious  to  return  to  their  Illand  of  Cuba,  being  utterly  averfe  from  a 
repetition  of  tht  days  of  Mexico,  and  Obtumba.  They  began  to  grow 
very  mutinous,  and  told  their  chief  in  plain  terms,  that  if  he  was  de- 
termined to  perfift  in  his  attempt,  he  might  do  it  by  himfelf,  for  that 
they  were  all  refolvcd  to  quit  him.  De  Oli  remonflrated  with  them 
upon  the  impropriety  of  fuch  conducft,  in  which  he  was  fupported  by 
all  the  foldiers  of  Cortes,  but  in  vain;  he  was  compelled  to  yield  to  their 
perverfenefs,  and  halt  at  Cholula,  from  whence  he  wrote  to  Cortes, 
informing  him  of  his  fituation.  When  Cortes  received  his  letter,  he 
immediately  returned  an  angry  melTage,  ordering  him  pofitively  to  ad- 
vance with  his  whole  force,  at  all  events.  When  De  Oli  received  this, 
he  fell  in  a  violent  rage  with  thofe  who  had  brought  that  reprimand  on 
him,  and  ordering  the  whole  to  march  immediately,  declared  he  would 
fend  back  any  one  who  hefitated  to  Cortes,  to  be  treated  by  him  as  a 
coward  deferved. 

When  he  arrived  within  a  league  of  Guacacualco,  he  was  met  by 
fome  chiefs,  who  informed  him  in  what  manner  he  might  beft  come 
upon  the  enemy.  Having  in  confequence  fettled  his  plan  of  attack,  he 
marched  againft,  and  after  a  fliarp  a(5tion  defeated  the  Mexican  troops, 
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and  put  them  completely  to  flight,  with  the  lofs  on  his  part,  of  two 
horfes,  and  eight  wounded.  Our  allies  this  day  made  a  great  ilaugh- 
ter  of  the  Mexicans,  who  fell  back,  and  rallied  at  a  large  town  called 
Ozucar,  where  were  other  great  bodies  of  their  troops.  Here  they  made 
a  poft,  fortifying  themfelves  and  breaking  down  the  bridges;  but  De 
Oil,  turned  into  a  tiger  by  the  reproof  of  Cortes,  purfued  them  without 
halting,  with  as  many  of  his  troops  as  he  could  bring  up.  By  the  af- 
(iftance  of  his  Indian  friends  of  Guacachula,  he  contrived  to  pafs  the 
river,  and  falling  on  the  Mexicans,  difperfed  them  again,  with  the  lofs 
of  two  more  horfes  killed ;  his  own  horfe  was  alfo  woimded  in  feveral 
places,  and  De  Oli  himfelf  received  two  wounds.  Here  he  halted  for 
two  days  after  the  action,  and  all  the  principal  people  waited  on  him, 
to  fubmit  as  vaflals  to  his  Majefty.  Their  allegiance  being  accepted, 
and  the  country  reftored  to  peace,  he  returned  with  his  force  to  the  town 
of  Segura  de  la  Frontera. 

Not  having  been  on  this  expedition,  the  account  I  have  given  is 
fuch  as  was  related  to  me,  by  thofe  who  were.      De  Oli  was  received 
by  Gortes  and  all  of  us  with  great  fatisfad:ionj  we  laughed  heartily  at 
him  for  his  counter  march,  in  which  he  joined  with  us,  and  fwore 
that  for  the  next  expedition  he  was  fent  on,  he  would  take  the  poor  fol- 
diers  of  Cortes,  and  not  the  rich  planters  of  Narvaez,  whofe  minds 
were  more  intent  upon  their  houfes  and  cftates,  than  upon  feats  of  arms; 
.and  who  were  much  more  ready  to  command,  than  to  obey.     Gomara 
fays  that  it  was  the  people  of  Guaxocingo  who  gave  the  information  to 
the  oflicers  of  Narvaez ;  but  this  is  abfurd,  for  the  lafl  mentioned  town 
was  entirely  out  of  their  route,  and  it  is  exactly  the  fame  thing  as  fay- 
ing, that  if  we  were  to  fet  out  now  from  Medina  del  Campo  to  travel  to 
Salamanca,  we  fhould  go  round  by  Valladolid. 

While  we  were  here,  Cortes  received  letters  from  Villa  Rica, 
whereby  he  was  informed,  that  a  vefTel  had  arrived  there  commanded 
by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Camargo,  having  on  board  upwards  of  fe- 
venty  foldiers,  all  very  lickly.     She  was  one  of  thefe  which  had  been 
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fcnt  to  eftablini  a  colony  at  Panuco,  *  and  brought  intelligence  that  the 
other  captain  who  had  been  fent  thither,  named  Pineda,  with  all  his 
foldiers,  had  been  put  to  death  by  the  Indians;  and  that  their  (hipping 
had  been  burned.     Camargo  therefore  finding  the  ill  fuccefs  of  that  at- 
tempt, had  come  to  Villa  Rica  for  afTiftance,  his  men  being  afflidted 
with  liver  complaints,  which  their  yellow  and  dropfical  appearance  de* 
monftrated.     This  officer  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of 
affairs,  and  had  been  it  is  faid,  a  Dominican  friar.    Having  difembark- 
ed  his  foldiers,  he  fet  out  with  them,  and  arrived  by  flow  marches  at 
La  Frontera,  where  they  were  kindly  received  by  Cortes,  and  attended 
with  as  much  care  as  we  could  beftow  upon  them,  but  the  captain  and 
many  of  the  foldiers  very  foon  died.     On  account  of  their  morbid  co- 
lour and  fwoUen  bodies,  we  ufed  to  call  them  **  the  green  paunches."    In 
order  to  avoid  the  interference  of  foreign  matters  with  the  thread  of  my 
narrative,  I  will  now  inform  my  reader,  that  one  after  another,  at  dif- 
ferent and  irregular  periods,  all  the  remains  of  this  armament  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Villa  Rica.    Amongfl  others  was  an  Arragonian  named  Mi- 
guel diaz  de  Auz.     He  brought  upwards  of  fifty  foldiers,  with  feven 
horfes;  with  which  he  immediately  joined  us,  being  the  moft  effe(5tual 
reinforcement  we  had  for  a  long  time  received.     This  Captain  de  Auz 
ferved  very  well  during  the  war  in  New  Spain ;  it  was  he  who  after- 
wards had  a  law  fuit  with  a  brother  in  law  of  Cortes,  named  Andres  de 
Barrios,  whom  we  ufed  to  call  "the  dancer."  The  law  fuit  was  about  the 
diviflon  of  Meflitan,  which  was  awarded  afterwards  as  follows;  he  had 
the  furplus  of  the  rents,  beyond  two  thoufand  five  hundred  crowns,  on 
condition  of  not  entering  upon  the  diftrid:  for  the  fpace  of  two  years, 
becaufe  he  was  accufed  of  having  killed  Indians  there,  and  in  other  pla- 
ces where  he  had  been.    Another  of  Garay*s  vefTels  arrived  fhortly  after 
at  our  port.  In  this  came  an  officer  named  Ramirez,  called  by  us,  *'the 
old."    He  brought  with  him  forty  foldiers,  ten  horfes,  crofs-bows  and 
other  arms.     Thus  Garay  continually  fent  us  reinforcements,  thinking 
that  his  colony  was  going  on  well  in  Panuco.     All  thefe  foldiers  joined 
us  at  Tepeaca.     Thofe  who  came  with  Miguel  diaz  de  Auz,  as  they 
were  plump  and  in  good  condition,  we  named  '*  the  Sir  loins;"  and  as  the 
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foldiers  of  old  Ramirez  wore  cotton  armour  which  was  very  thick  and 
clumfy,  fo  that  no  arrow  could  penetrate  through  it,  we  called  them 
'*the  pack-horfes." 

Cortes  having  been  thus  reinforced  to  the  amount  of  an  himdred 
and  fifty  foldiers  and  twenty  horfes,  determined  to  punilh  the  Cacatame 
and  Xalacingo  Indians,  with  feveral  others  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  murders  of  Spaniards.  Twenty  cavalry  and  twelve  crofsbow-men, 
made  part  of  the  force  fent  againil:  them,  the  whole  of  which  confifted 
of  two  hundred  of  the  veterans  of  the  army  of  Cortes,  and  a  body  of 
Tlafcalans,  commanded  by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval.  Our  detachment 
received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  in  arms,  fortified,  and  rein- 
forced by  Mexican  troops.  Sandoval  therefore  arranged  his  plan  of  at- 
tack, firft  fending  to  inform  them,  that  he  would  pardon  the  deaths  of 
the  Spaniards,  provided  they  fubmitted,  and  returned  the  treafure.  The 
anfwer  they  fent  back  was,  that  they  would  eat  him,  and  all  thofe  with 
him,  in  the  fame  manner  that  they  had  done  the  others.  Sandoval 
then  proceeded  to  attack  them,  which  he  did  in  two  places  at  the  fame 
inftant,  and  notwithftanding  that  both  the  natives  and  the  Mexicans 
fought  with  great  fpirit,  they  had  no  better  fuccefs  than  on  former  oc- 
cafions,  being  defeated  and  purfued  with  a  confiderable  lofs.  Our  peo- 
ple after  the  adion  going  into  fome  of  their  temples,  found  cloaths, 
arms,  bridles  and  faddles,  prefented  as  offerings  to  their  gods.  Sando- 
val declared  his  intention  of  halting  three  days  there,  and  he  alfo  now 
again  demanded  from  them  the  treafure  which  had  been  taken.  They 
readily  fubmitted  themfelves  to  his  Majefty,  but  in  regard  to  the  trea- 
fure, they  faid,  that  it  was  no  longer  in  their  power,  having  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  Mexico.  Sandoval  referred  them  to  the  general  for  their  par- 
dons, and  returned  with  his  troops,  having  made  a  confiderable  number 
of  women  and  boys  prifoners,  all  of  whom  were  immediately  marked 
with  the  iron.  I  was  not  on  the  expedition,  being  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
throwing  up  blood  at  the  mouth;  but  I  was  bled  plentifully,  and  thanks 
to  God  recovered.  In  confequence  of  the  direftions  given  by  Sandoval,  the 
chiefs  of  thefe  nations,  and  alfo  of  many  others  in  their  neighbourhood, 
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came  in  and  made  their  fubmiiTions  to  Cortes.  This  expedition  was 
produd:ive  of  the  very  beft  efFed:s.  The  fame  of  Cortes  extended 
through  air  their  countries,  for  valor  and  for  juflice,  and  he  was  much 
more  dreaded  and  refped:ed  than  Guatimotzin,  the  new  fovereign  of 
Mexico;  infomuch  that  his  decifion  was  requeued  in  the  mofl  important 
litigations.  The  fmall  pox  was  now  fo  prevalent  in  New  Spain,  that 
many  of  the  great  lords  of  the  natives  died  of  it.  In  fuch  cafes  the 
claimants  to  the  fucceflion  called  on  Cortes  for,  and  abided  by  his  deci^ 
fion,  as  fovereign  lord  of  the  country.  There  were  at  this  period  great 
difputes  relative  to  the  lordfliips  of  Ozucar  and  Guacachula,  which  be- 
ing referred  to  Cortes  he  decided  the  caufe  in  favor  of  a  nephew  of 
Montezuma,  whofe  fifler  had  married  the  cacique  of  that  diftricfl. 

At  this  time  Cortes  fent  Sandoval  to  punifh  the  people  of  the  dif- 
tri(5t  called  Cocotlan,  where  they  had  put  to  death  nine  Spaniards.  San- 
doval took  with  him  thirty  cavalry  and  one  hundred  infantry,  with  a 
flrong  body  of  Tlafcalans.  On  his  entry  into  the  diftricfl  he  fummoned 
thefe  people^  holding  out  as  ufual  threats  on  the  one  hand,  and  invita- 
tions on  the  other,  to  which  the  Indians  replied,  that  they  acknow- 
ledged no  other  government  than  that  of  Mexico,  and  that  they  were 
very  well  able  to  defend  themfelves.  They  had  here  a  confiderable  force 
of  Mexican  auxiliaries,  who  encouraged  them  to  refiftance.  As  foonas 
_  Sandoval  received  this  meflage  he  put  his  troops  in  order,  and  caution- 
ed his  allies  not  to  advance  to  the  attack  at  firft,  on  account  of  their  dif- 
ordering  the  cavalry,  but  to  wait  until  the  enemy  were  broken  by  our 
troops,  and  then  to  fall  on  the  Mexicans.  Two  large  bodies  of  the  ene- 
my were  met  by  our  army,  in  a  ftrong  fituation ;  they  made  a  firm  re- 
liftance,  and  before  Sandoval  could  extricate  his  cavalry  from  the  diffi- 
cult and  rocky  ground,  they  had  killed  one  and  wounded  nine  of  his 
horfes  and  four  foldiers.  At  length  having  driven  them  from  this  poft, 
he  advanced  to  their  town,  and  there  affaulting  them  and  the  reinforce- 
ments which  had  joined  them,  at  their  pofl:  in  the  temples,  and  large 
walled  inclofures,  with  the  good  affiilance  of  his  Indian  allies,  whofe 
keennefs  was  increafed  by  the  abundance  of  plunder,  he  totally  defeat- 

eci 


(     243     ) 

cd,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Sandoval  halted  here  for*  two  days,  during 
which  the  chiefs  came  in  and  made  their  fubmiflidns.  He  demanded 
of  them  the  property  and  effeds  of  the  Spaniards  whom  they  had  put 
to  death,  but  they  replied  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  return  them, 
they  having  already  burned  the  whole.  They  alfo  faid  that  mofl:  of  the 
Spaniards,  they  had  killed  were  eaten,  five  of  them  having  been  fent  to 
their  monarch  Guatimotzin.  The)^  promifed  a  plentiful  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions,  apologized  for  what  was  paiTed,  and  Sandoval  being  able  to  do 
no  more  was  fain  to  accept  their  fubmiflions. 

As  all  this  country  was  now  brought  under  fubje(flion,  Cortes  de- 
termined, with  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty's  officers  to  mark  the 
prifoners  and  flaves,  previous  to  the  taking  out  the  royal  fifth,  and  his 
own.     An  order  was  in  confequence  given  out,  that  the  foldiers  Ihould 
bring  all  their  prifoners  to  an  appointed  place,  which  was  a  large  houfe 
in  the  town,  for  this  purpofc.     It  was  accordingly  done;  they  confifiied 
of  women,  boys,  and  girls  of  the  Indians,  for  as  to  the  men  they  were 
too  troublefome  to  keep,  and  our  Tlafcalan  friends  did  us  all  the  fervice 
we  could  defire  from  them.    The  prifoners  remained  in  confinement  du- 
ring the  night,  and  in  the  morning  the  repartition  took  place.     Firfl 
the  royal  fifth  was  feled:ed,  and  then  that  of  Cortes ;  and  thus  far  all 
went  on  very  well,  but  when  the  foldiers  {hares  calne  to  be  allotted,  be- 
hold !  we  found  that  fome  one  had  been  there  in  the  night,  and  taken 
every  handfome  and  good  Indian  that  was  there,  leaving  us  nothing  but 
a  herd  of  old,  ugly,  and  mi ferable  jades.     This  of  courfe  made  a  great 
murmur  amongft  the  foldiers,  who  loudly  charged  Cortes  with  having 
conveyed  away  and  concealed  all  the  valuable  flaves,  and  the  foldiers  of 
Narvaez  fwore  they  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  as  two  kings,  and  two 
fifths,  in  his  Majefl:y*s  dominions!  among  the  refl  one  Juan  de  Quexo 
faid  he  would  make  it  known  in  Caflille  how  they  were  treated,  and 
another  plainly  told  Cortes  how  he  had  abufed  them  in  regard  to  the 
gold  in  Mexico,  for  that  when  the  divifion  was  made  there  appeared 
only  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in  value,  and  when  our  flight  took 
place  he  produced  above  feven  hundred  thoufand;  all  which  had  been 
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regularly  attefted.  And  now  the  poor  foldicr,  who  had  worn  himfelf 
to  nothing  with  fatigue,  and  was  full  of  wounds,  when  he  had  gotten 
a  good  female  Indian  prifoner,  and  given  her  cloathing  and  ornaments, 
found  that  fhe  was  taken  from  him!  **  When  the  order  was  given,** 
faid  the  foldier,  "  Every  one  thought  that  the  flaves  were  only  put  in 
"  to  be  marked  and  valued,  and  that  each  would  get  his  own  back,  pay- 
**  ing  the  fifth  of  the  value  which  fhe  was  rated  at  to  his  Majeily,  and 
*'  that  Cortes  was  to  have  no  farther  claim  on  them  whatever.'*  He 
added  a  great  deal  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  but  worfe  than  what  I  have 
mentioned.  When  Cortes  heard  thefe  exclamations  againft  him,  he 
made  anfwer,  fwearing  by  his  confcience !  his  ufual  oath,  that  it  never 
fhould  happen  fo  again,  and  he  protefted  that  in  future  better  regulations 
(hould  be  adopted.  Thus  with  fmooth  words,  and  fair  promifes  on  his 
part,  the  affair  pafTed  over. 

But  I  have  now  fomething  to  mention  worfe  than  this ;  it  has 
been  already  related  how  in  the  fatal  night  of  the  retreat  from  Mexico, 
the  treafure  was  produced  and  all  the  foldiers  given  liberty  to  take  as 
much  as  they  chofe  of  it  j  many  of  thofe  of  Narvaez  loaded  themfelves 
with  gold,  fome  alfo  of  ours  did  the  fame;  to  a  great  many  this  coft 
their  lives,  and  none  who  efcaped  with  life  and  what  they  had  carried 
off,  but  were  feverely  wounded.  After  all  this  however  Cortes  came  to 
know  that  in  our  garrifon  here  at  La  Frontera,  a  quantity  of  gold  in 
bars  was  in  circulation,  and  that  deep  gaming  was  going  on  amongft 
our  foldiers  ;  wherein  our  companions  had  forgot  the  old  proverb  which 
fays,  that  "  wealth  and  amours  fhould  be  kept  concealed.**  .  He  ilTued 
an  order  for  all  the  gold  to  be  brought  in  within  a  given  time,  under  the 
feverefl  penalty  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  promifing,  on  a  fair  delivery,  to 
return  the  third  part,  but  threatening  in  cafe  of  failure  or  evafion,  that 
the  whole  fhould  be  forfeited.  Many  of  the  foldiers  refufed,  and  from 
fome  Cortes  took  it  by  way  of  loan ;  but  indeed  rather  by  main  forc^ 
than  free  will.  As  many  of  the  captains  and  alfo  of  thofe  who  had 
offices  under  his  Majefly  were  pofTefTed  of  gold,  a  compromife  took 
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place  whereby  no  more  was  faid  about  the  order;  but  it  was  a  very  bad 
tranfadion  on  the  part  of  Cortes. 

The  officers  of  Narvaez  thought  this  a  good  jundture  to  renew 
their  folicitations  to  Cortes  for  permifTion  to  return  to  Cuba.     After 
much  trouble  and  many  efforts  on  their  part,  Cortes  affented,,  promif- 
ing  that  on  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  he  would  give  his  friend.  Andres 
de  Duero  much  more  wealth  than  he  had  ever  poffefled.     He  made  fi- 
milar  offers  alfo  to  the  other  captains,  efpecially  to  AuguflinBermudez. 
Thofe  who  were  determined  to  return  he  ordered  to  be  provided  with, 
whatever  was  neceflary  for  their  voyage,  fuch  as  maiz,  dogs  faltcd, 
fowls,  &c,  and  giving  them  one  of  the  beft  fhips  in  the  harbour,   he 
wrote  letters  by  them  to  his  wdfe  Donna  Catalina  Xuarez  Marcayda, 
and  to  his  brother  in  law  Juan  Xuarez,  informing  them  of  all  that  had 
happened ;  and  he  alfo  tranfmitted  to  them  by  the  fame  opportunity 
fome  bars  and  ornaments  of  gold.     The  following  perfons  were  among 
thofe  who  returned  to  Cuba  at  this  time,  with  their  pockets' well  lined 
after  all  their  difafters.     Andres  de  Duero,  Auguftin  Bermudez,  Juan 
Buono  de  Quexo,    Bernardino  de  Quefada,    Francifco  Velafquez  the 
hump  backed,  a  relation  of  the  governor  of  Cuba,  Gonzalo  Carrafco 
who  returned  afterwards  to  this  country  and  lives  in  La  Puebla,  Melchor 
Velafco,  and  one  Ximenes  who  lives  in  Guaxaca:  he  went  for  his  fons;, 
alfo  the  commendador  Leon  de  Cervantes  who  went  to  bring  over  his 
daughters ;  after  the  conqueft  of  Mexico  he  married  them  to  very  ho- 
nourable connexions;  one  Maldonado  alfo  of  Medellin,  an  invalid;  not 
he  who  married  Donna  Maria  del  Rincon,  nor  the  big  Maldonado,  nor 
the  other  of  that  name  whom  we  called  Alvaro  Maldonado  "the  fierce," 
who  was  married  to  a  lady  named  Maria  Arias;    there  was  alfo  one 
Vargas  whom  we  nicknamed  **the  gallant;"  I  do  not  mean  the  Vargas 
who  was  father  in  law  to  Chriftoval  Lobo;  Cardenas  the  pilot  alfo  went; 
it  was  he  who  talked  of  the  two  kings;  Cortes  gave  him  three  hundred 
crowns  for  his  wife  and  children ;  with  many  others  whom  it  would' 
be  too  prolix  to  enumerate.     When  Cortes  was  remonftrated  with  on 
letting  fo  many  quit  us  in  our  weak  ftate  he  replied,^  tjiat  he  did  it  partly. 
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to  get  rid  of  their  importunities,  and  partly  becaufc  they  were  not  fit  for 
war,  and  that  it  was  better  to  be  alone  than  badly  accompanied.  He 
fent  Alvarado  with  them  in  order  to  fee  them  fhipped,  and  at  this  time 
he  alfo  difpatched  De  Ordas  and  Alonzo  de  Mendoza  to  Caftille,  with 
certain  inflruiflions,  the  tenor  of  which  we  were  ignorant  of;  as  we  alfo 
were  of  what  was  going  on  in  that  country  relative  to  us,  except  that 
the  Bifliop  of  Burgos  declared  us  all  traitors,  and  that  Diego  de  Ordas 
anfwered  very  well  for  us,  and  got  for  himfelf  the  order  of  St.  Jago, 
and  for  his  coat  of  arms  the  volcano  which  is  between  Guaxocingo  and 
Cholula.  But  thefe  affairs  fhall  be  related  in  their  proper  time.  Cortes 
alfo  fent  Captain  Alonzo  de  Avila  contador  of  New  Spain,  and  Francif- 
cO  Alvarez,  a  man  of  bufinefs,  to  make  a  report  to  the  royal  court  of 
audience  and  the  brothers  of  the  order  of  Jerony mites  in  St.  Domingo, 
of  all  that  had  happened,  more  particularly  relative  to  Narvaez;  and 
alfo  to  inform  them,  how  he  had  punifhed  by  flavery,  thofe  guilty  of 
revolt  and  murders,  and  meant  to  purfue  the  fame  meafures  with  all 
thofe  people  who  adhered  to  the  alliance  of  the  Mexicans.  He  alfo  fup- 
plicated  their  interefls  in  reprefenting  our  faithful  fervices  to  the  Empe- 
ror, and  their  fupport  againft  the  mifreprefentations  and  enmity  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Burgos. 

Cortes  likewife  at  this  time  fent  a  velTel  to  Jamaica  for  horfes, 
commanded  by  one  De  Solis,  whom  we  afterwards  called  De  Solis  de  la 
Huerta.  Some  will  afk  how  he  was  able  to  fend  agents  to  Caflille,  to 
St.  Domingo,  and  Jamaica,  without  money.  To  this  I  reply,  that  on 
the  night  of  our  retreat  from  Mexico,  though  many  of  our  foldiers  were 
killed,  yet  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  was  faved,  as  the  firfl  who 
palTed  the  bridge  were,  the  eighty  loaded  Tlafcalans ;  fo  that  though 
much  was  lofl  in  the  ditches  of  Mexico,  yet  all  was  not  left  there,  and 
the  gold  which  was  brought  off  by  the  Tlafcalans,  was  by  them  deli- 
vered to  Cortes.  But  as  to  us  poor  foldiers  who  had  no  command,  but 
were  commanded,  it  was  enough  for  us  to  efcape  with  our  lives,  and  all 
badly  wounded  too,  without  troubling  ourfelves  what  was  done  with 
the  gold,  nor  how  much  of  it  was  brought  off;  and  it  was  alfo  Ihrewd- 
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]y  fufpeiSted,  that  the  treafure  which  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the  garrifon  of 
Villa  Rica,  and  of  which  thofe  who  were  entrufted  with  the  conveyance 
were  robbed,  went  after  all  to  Old  Caftille,  Jamaica  and  elfewhere. 
But  the  ingots  of  gold  in  the  captains  pockets  ftopped  all  inquiry  upon 
that  head. 

The  (lege  of  Mexico  being  now  determined  on,  Cortes  left  a  gar- 
rifon of  twenty  men  moftly  fick  and  wounded,  under  the  command  of 
Francifco  de  Orozco  in  the  town  of  Frontcra,  and  proceeded  with  the 
reft  of  his  force  to  the  country  of  Tlafcala,  where  he  ordered  timber  to 
be  cut  for  the  conftrudion  of  the  veflels  to  command  the  lake  of  Mex- 
ico. The  (hips  were  to  be  conftrud:ed  under  the  dired:ions  of  Martin 
Lopez,  an  excellent  (hipwright,  and  one  who  wa4S  moft  highly  fervi-^ 
ceablc  to  his  Majefty's  interefts  here  in  other  refpe(5ls,  befides  being  a 
valiant  foldier.  When  we  arrived  at  Tlafcala,  we  found  that  our  good 
friend  and  the  faithful  ally  of  our  Monarch,  Maxicatzin,  had  fallen  a 
vid:im  to  the  fmall  pox.  Cortes  lamented  him  as  if  he  had  been  his 
father,  and  put  on  mourning  in  refped:  to  him,  as  did  many  of  our 
captains  and  foldiers.  As  there  was  fome  difpute  ih  regard  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion,  Cortes  fettled  that  it  fliould  be  with  the  legitimate  fon  of  our 
friend,  as  he  had  defired  at  his  death;  a  (hort  time  previous  to  which, 
having  fummoned  his  family  into  his  prefence,  he  had  ftricSlly  enjoined 
them  never  to  quit  our  alliance,  as  we  were  undoubtedly  thofe  who  were 
deftined  to  rule  that  country.  The  other  chiefs  of  that  nation  offered 
their  ailiftance  in  providing  timber,  and  alfo  to  aid  us  in  the  war  againft 
the  Mexicans.  Cortes  received  their  propofals  with  every  mark  o£  at- 
tention and  gratitude,  and  at  that  time  propofed  to  one  of  them,  the  el- 
der Xicotenga,  to  turn  chriftian;  to  which  he  readily  aiTented,  and 
was  baptized  in  great  ceremony  by  the  name  of  Don  Lorenzo  de  Var- 
gas. 

Our  (hipwright  Lopez  managed  his  bufinefs  fo  well,  that  in  a  few? 
days  he  had  all  his  timber  cut,  fhaped,  and  marked  for  each  particular 
part  of  the  veflels.     He  was  afGfted  by  a  good  foldier  named  Andres. 
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Nunez,  and  by  old  Ramirez  the  carpenter,  who  was  lame  with  a  wound. 
Cortes  obtained  from  the  port  of  Villa  Rica  the  iron  work,  fails,  and 
other  necelTaries  to  equip  the  vefTels ;  and  he  alfo  ordered  to  be  fent  to 
him  what  fmiths  were  there,  amongft  others,  Aguilar,  of  which  name 
there  were  three  amongft  us,  but  this  was  the  man  we  called  "  the  iron- 
mauler.**  As  pitch  was  wanting,  and  was  unknown  to  the  natives  of 
thofe  countries,  he  fent  four  failors  to  the  pine  woods  of  Guaxacingo, 
which  are  very  confiderable,  to  obtain  a  fupply  of  that  article.  Some 
curious  perfons  have  afked  mc,  why  Cortes  fent  Alonzo  de  Avila  who 
was  fo  valiant  a  captain  on  an  aftair  of  negociation,  when  he  had  men 
of  bufinefs  fuch  as  Alonzo  de  Grado,  and  Juan  de  Caceres  the  rich,  and 
others  whom  they  have  named  to  me.  To  this  I  reply,  that  Cortes 
fent  Avila  becaufe  he  was  a  brave  man,  and  would  not  be  afraid  to  fpeak 
out  on  any  neceflary  occafion  in  order  to  obtain  juftice;  and  therefore, 
to  avoid  being  oppofed  and  thwarted  by  him,  and  to  give  his 
company  to  Andres  de  Tapia,  and  his  office  of  contador  to  Alonzo  de 
Grado,  Cortes  chofe  to  fend  him  upon  bufinefs  to  St.  Domingo. 

Now  that  the  timber  of  the  vefTels  was  all  ready  for  the  dock  yard, 
and  that  thofe  who  came  with  Narvaez  no  longer  molefted  us  with  their 
fears  and  furmifes,  there  was  great  difference  of  opinion  amongft  us  on 
the  fubjed:  of  eftablifhing  our  poft,  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  inveft- 
ment  of  Mexico.  Some  ftrongly  recommended  Ayotcingo  as  moft  con- 
venient on  account  of  the  canals,  others,  amongft  whom  was  Cortes, 
as  ftrongly  infifted  on  the  elegibility  of  Tezcuco  as  moft  advantageous 
for  making  incurfions  upon  the  Mexican  territory.  The  decifion  being 
at  length  for  Tezcuco,  juft  as  we  were  ready  to  march  we  were  inter- 
rupted in  our  movements  for  an  inftant,  by  intelligence  that  a  velTel  had 
arrived  at  Villa  Rica  from  Europe  and  the  Canary  Illands,  loaded  with 
military  ftores,  merchandife,  and  horfes.  It  was  commanded  by  one 
Francifco  Medel,  but  the  owner  of  the  property,  who  came  with  it, 
was  one  Juan  de  Burgos.  There  were  alfo  on  board  thirteen  foldiers. 
We  were  in  high  fpirits  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  and  Cortes  hav- 
ing fent  orders  to  purchafe  the  whole  cargo,  we  loft  not  a  moment  in 
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fetting  forward  on  our  route  for  Tezcuco,  after  we  were  joined  by  the 
people  who  came  on  board  the  vefTeL  Amongft  thefe  were  one  Juan 
del  Efpinar,  afterwards  a  very  rich  man,  one  Sagredo  uncle  to  the  wo- 
man called  LaSagreda,  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  a  Bifcayan  named  Mon- 
jaraz,  uncle  to  two  of  that  name  who  were  foldiers  with  us,  and  father 
to  the  handfome  woman  who  afterwards  came  to  Mexico  called  La 
Monjaraza.  This  man  never  was  in  any  expedition  or  engagement  with 
us,  always  pretending  to  be  fick,  though  he  miffed  no  opportunity  of 
boafting  of  his  valour.  When  we  befieged  Mexico,  he  faid  he  would 
fee  how  the  natives  fought,  for  he  had  no  opinion  of  their  bravery. 
He  accordingly  went  to  the  top  of  a  very  high  temple  like  a  turret,  and 
no  one  ever  could  tell  how  it  was,  but  certain  Indians  killed  him  on 
that  very  day.  Thofe  who  had  known  him  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo faid,  that  it  was  God's  judgment  on  him  for  having  had  his  wife, 
a  good,  honourable,  and  beautiful  woman,  put  to  death,  by  the  perjury 
of  falfe  witnefTes. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


March  of  the  Spaniards  to  befiege  Mexico,  December  2Uh. 
1520.      Invejiment  of  Mexico,    May  2,0th.    1521.     Siege  of 
that  city,  and  final  conqueft  Augufi  i6th,  152K 
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N  the  day  after  the  feaft  of  the  nativity,  we  fet  forward  towards 
Tezcuco  with  our  full  force,  and  accompanied  by  ten  thoufand  of  our 
Tlafcalan  allies.  On  the  fame  night  we  halted  in  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  Tezcuco,  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  fupplying  us  with  provifions. 
The  next  night  we  halted  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge  of  mountains,  having 
made  a  march  of  about  three  leagues;  we  found  here  a  very  feverecold. 
Early  the  next  day  we  afcended  the  mountains,  the  bad  roads  through 
which  were  made  more  difficult  by  cuts,  or  dikes,  abbatis  of  trees,  and 
the  like,  which  required  the  utmofl  exertions  of  our  allies  to  remove. 
Proceeding  thus  however  with  much  regularity  and  precaution,  we 
reached  the  fummit,  a  company  of  mufqueteers  and  crofsbow-nien  being 
in  our  front,  and  our  allies  clearing  the  way  for  the  cavalry.  Defcend- 
ing  a  little,  we  came  to  that  part  from  whence  we  difcover  the  whole 
extent  of  the  city,  lake,  and  plain  of  Mexico,  with  all  its  towns  rifing 
as  it  were  out  of  the  water,  and  here  we  returned  thanks  to  God  for  per- 
mitting us  again  to  behold  this  city. 

We  now  obferved  iignals  made  by  fmoke  in  the  different  places 
towards  Mexico,  and  a  little  farther  on  we  fell  in  with  a  body  of 'the 
enem}'  who  were  ported  at  a  bad  pafs,  where  a  broken  wooden  bridge 
t:rofred  a  deep  water  cut.  We  foon  drove  them  from  thence,  and  paf- 
fed  over  without  difficulty,  the  enemy  contenting  themfclves  with  fliout- 
ing  at  us  from  a  difiancc.  Our  allies  pillaged  as  they  went  along,  con- 
trary 
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trary  to  the  inclination  of  Cortes,  who  was  not  able  to  reflrain  them. 
We  halted  for  this  night  at  a  town  in  the  territory  of  Tezcuco,  which 
the  inhabitants  had  abandoned.  We  had  got  intelligence  by  fome  Mex- 
icans we  made  prifoners  in  the  lafl:  ikirmifh,  that  large  bodies  of  the 
enemy  waited  for  us  in  front;  but  it  afterwards  appeared  that  they  had 
ftparated,  in  confcquence  of  feuds,  and  indeed  a  civil  war  which  exit- 
ed between  the  Mexicans  and  thofe  of  Tezcuco.  The  fmall  pox  alfo, 
which  was  at  the  fame  time  very  deflrudive  in  the  country,  contributed 
in  a  conliderable  degree  to  prevent  their  armies  from  affembling. 

On  the  next  morning  we  again  fet  forward  on  our  march  for  Tez- 
cuco, which  was  diflant  about  two  leagues ;  but  we  had  proceeded  a 
very  fliort  diftance,  before  one  of  our  patroles  came  to  us  with  intelli- 
gence that  ten  Indians  were  on  the  road,  with  figns  of  peace.  The 
whole  of  the  countr}^  alfo  through  which  we  marched  exhibited  every 
lign  of  mofl  perfect  tranquillity.  When  thefe  Indians  arrived,  we  found 
tnat  they  compofed  an  embafly,  confifting  of  feven  chieftains  of  Tezcu- 
co, A  golden  j^anner  borne  upon  a  long  lance  w^as  carried  before  them, 
and  when  they  came  near  us  the  banner  was  lowered,  and  they  bowed 
their  bodies.  AddrefTmg  Cortes  in  the  name  of  their  lord  Cocoivacin, 
the  prince  of  Tezcuco,  they  then  requefted  to  be  received  under  our 
protedion,  inviting  us  to  their  city,  and  prefenting  to  us,  as  a  token  of 
peace,  their  golden  banner.  They  utterly  denied  having  any  part  in  the 
attacks  with  which  we  had  been  threatened,  and  requefted  that  no  injury 
might  be  done  to  their  city  by  us  or  our  allies.  Three  of  thefe  embal^ 
fadors  were  perfonally  known  to  moft  of  us,  for  they  were  relations  of 
the  good  Montezuma,  and  captains  of  his  guards.  Cortes  earneftly  re- 
quefted the  Tlafcalan  chiefs  to  prevent  their  people  from  pillaging, 
and  his  wilhes  were  ftridtly  attended  to,  excepting  only  in  the  article 
of  provifions. 

It  clearly  appeared  that  this  embafly  was  a  mere  pretence;  never- 
thelefs  the  embafladors  were  afliired  that  every  proted:ion  fliould  be  af- 
forded to  the  country,  but  were  at  the  fame  time  told,  that  it  could  not 
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be  unknown  to  them,  how,  above  forty  of  the  SpaiiiJlrds  and  two  hun- 
dred of  our  alHes  were  put  to  death  within  their  territories,  when  we 
retreated  from  Mexico.     For  the  lofs  of  Hves  Cortes  faid  no  reftitution 
could  be  made,  but  the  gold  and  other  property  they  might  return. 
They  in  reply  threw  the  blame  upon  the  prince  who  had  fucceedcdMon- 
tezuma,  and  who  they  faid  received  the  fpoil,  and  facrificed  the  prifo- 
ners.     Cortes  therefore  found  that  little  was  to  be  got  from  them,  and 
we  proceeded  to  a  village  in  the  outlkirts  of  Tezcuco,  named  Guatinchan, 
or  Huaxutlan,  where  we  halted  for  the  night.     On  the  cnfuing  morn- 
ing we  arrived  at  Tezcuco,  and  immediately  remarked  that  neither  wo- 
men or  children  were  to  be  feen,  and  the  men  appeared  as  if  the)'  were 
meditating  fome  mifchief  againft  us.     We  took  up  our  quarters  in  fomc 
buildings  which  confilled  of  large  halls  and  enclofed  courts,  and  receiv- 
ed orders  not  to  quit  them,  and  to  be  very  alert.     Alvarado,  De  Oli, 
and  fome  foldiers  whereof  I  was  one,  then  afcended  to  the  top  of  the 
great  temple,  which  was  very  lofty,  in  order  to  notice  what  was  going 
on  in  the  neighbourhood.     We  obferved  that  all  the  people  were  in 
movement,  carrying  off  their  children  and  effecSts  to  thq  woods,  the  reedy 
borders  of  the  lake,  and  to  a  number  of  canoes  colledled  for  the  pur- 
pofe.     Cortes  now  wiflied  to  feize  the  chief  who  had  fent  him  the  em- 
baffy,  but  found  that  he  had  fled  to  Mexico,  with  many  other  peribns 
of  rank.     We  pofted  ftrong  guards  for  the  night,  and  as  in  fo  large  a 
city  there  are  many  different  parties  and  fadions,  and  thofe  perfons  who 
were  adverfe  to  the  prefent  chief  having  remained,  Cortes  on  the  next 
ifiorning  fent  for  them,  and  enquired  into  the  ftate  of  their  government. 
They  affured  him  that  their  prefent  chief,  Cocoivatzin,  was  an  ufurper, 
having  murdered  his  elder  brother  Cufcuxca,  and  was  fupported  only  by 
the  prince  then  on  the  throne  of  Mexi<:o,  and  whofe  name  was  Guati- 
nflot^in.     They  pointed  out  the  youth  who  was  the  right  heir,  and  who 
was  inunediately  condu(5ted  into  the  prefence  of  Cortes,  by  whofe  order 
he  was  baptized  with  much  folemnity,  being  called  after  his  godfather, 
Don  Hernando  Cortes ;  after  which  he  was  appointed  lord  of  Tezcuco. 
Cortes  in  order  to  retain  him  in  our  holy  faith  and  in  the  interefts  of 
Spain,  and  alfo  to  inflrud  him  in  our  language,  ordered  three  perfons  to 
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attend  upon  him;  Anthonio  de  Villaroel  married  to  the  handfome  Ifabel 
de  Ojeda,  a  batchellor  named  Efcobar  captain  of  Tezcuco,  and  Pedro 
Sanchcs  Farfan,  a  good  foldier,  married  to  the  worthy  and  honorable 
lady  Maria  de  Ellrada.  Cortes  then  required  of  him  a  number  of  Indi- 
an labourers  to  open  the  canals,  in  order  to  bring  his  \^{lfels  to  the  lake. 
He  alfo  explained  to  him  his  plan  of  attacking  Mexico,  to  which  the 
young  prince  offered  afTiflance  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

Our  captains  were  at  this  time  afligned  their  different  pofls,  in  cafe 
of  a  fudden  attack  upon  our  quarters,  the  reigning  prince  in  Mexico 
frequently  fending  out  his  troops  upon  the  lake,  in  expedtation  of  tak- 
ing us  unprepared.  Some  neighbouring  people,  whofe  diftrid:  is  called 
Guatinchan,  and  who  had  been  guiJty  of  offences  in  the  murders  of  our 
countr)^men,  now  petitioned  for,  and  obtained  pardon.  The  work  up- 
on the  canals  went  on  moft  rapidly,  as  we  never  had  lefs  than  from  fevei^ 
to  eight  thoufand  Indiams  employed. 

Guatimotzin  now  upon  the  throne  of  Mexico,  was  lord  of  Izta- 
palapa,  the  people  whereof  were  bitter  enemies  to  us,  and  our  declarecj 
allies  of  Chalco,  Talmalanco,  Mecameca,  and  Chimaloacan.  As  we 
had  been  twelve  days  in  Tezcuco,  fo  large  a  force  caufed  fome  fcarcity 
of  provifions;  idlenefs  had  alfo  made  our  allies  grow  impatient,  and  fojf 
thofe  reafons  it  became  neceffary  to  take  the  field.  Cortes  therefore  pro- 
ceeded towards  Iztapalapa  at  the  head  of  thirteen  cavalry,  two  hundreci 
and  twenty  infantry,  and  the  whole  body  of  our  Indian  confederates. 
The  inhabitants  had  received  a  reinforcement  of  eight  thoufand  MexL» 
cans,  and  as  we  approached,  they  fell  back  into  the  town.  But  this 
was  all  a  concerted  plan;  they  then  fled  into  their  canoes,  the  reeds  by 
the  fide  of  the  lake,  and  alfo  to  thofe  houfes  which  were  in  the  water, 
where  they  remained  quietly,  leaving  us  in  poffeffion  of  that  part  of  the 
town  which  was  on  the  firm  land.  As  it  was  now  night  we  poffed  our 
guards,  and  were  repofing  contentedly  in  our  quarters,  when  all  on  a. 
fudden  there  came  on  us  fuch  a  body  of  water  by  the  ilreet§  and  into 
the  houfes,  that  if  our  friends  from  Tezcuco  had  not  called  to  us  at  that: 
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moment,  we  fhould  have  been  all  drowned;  for  the  enemy  had  cut  the 
banks  of  the  canals,  and  alfo  a  caufeway,  whereby  the  place  was  laid 
under  water  as  it  were  inftantaneoufly.  As  it  happened  two  of  our  al- 
lies only,  loll  their  lives,  but  all  our  powder  was  deftroyed,  and  we 
were  glad  to  efcape  with  a  good  wetting.  We  paffed  the  night  badly 
enough,  being  fupperlefs,  and  very  cold;  but  what  provoked  us  moft 
was  the  laughter  and  mockings  of  the  Indians  upon  the  lake.  Worfe 
than  this  however  happened  to  us,  for  large  bodies  from  the  garrifon  of 
Mexico,  who  knew  of  the  plan,,  crofled  the  water  and  fell  on  us  at  day 
break  with  fuch  violence  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  fullain 
their  attacks.  They  killed  two  foldiers  and  one  of  our  horfes,  and 
wounded  a  great  many.  Our  allies  alfo  fufFered  a  confiderable  lofs  on 
this  occafion.  The  enemy  being  at  length  beaten  off  we  returned  to 
Tezcuco,  in  very  bad  humour,  having  acquired  little  fame  or  advan- 
tage by  our  expedition. 

Two  days  after  our  return  from  our  laft  expedition,  the  people  of 
three  neighbouring  diftricfbs,  viz  Tepetezcuco,  Obtumba,  and  another 
which  I  do  not  recollect,  fent  to  follicit  pardon  for  the  offences  they  had 
committed,  excufing  themfelves,  by  alledging  the  commands  of  Coad- 
lavaca.  Cortes  making  a  merit  of  necellity  gave  them  a  free  pardon, 
knowing  very  well  that  he  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  do  othcrwife.  The 
people  alfo  of  that  place  called  Venezuela,  or  Little  Venice,  who  had  al- 
ways been  at  enmity  with  the  Mexicans,  now  follicited  our  alliance;  a  cir- 
cumftance  highly  ufeful,  from  the  fituation  of  that  town  within  the  lake ; 
and  they  promifed  alfo  to  bring  over  their  neighbours  to  us. 

Intelligence  was  foon  received,  that  large  bodies  of  Mexican  troops 
had  fallen  upon  the  diftridls  in  alliance  with  us,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
being  afraid  to  remain  at  home,  were  flying  to  the  woods  or  to  our 
quarters  for  proted: ion.  Cortes  ordered  out  twenty  cavalry  and  two 
.hundred  infantiy,  twenty  three  mufqueteers  and  crofs bow-men  included, 
,  and  taking  Alvarado  and  De  Oli  with  him,  proceeded  to  the  towns  of 
-Guatinchan,  and  Huaxutlan.     The  reports  appeared  to  have  foundation, 
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but  the  real  caufe  of  contention  was,  the  crop  of  Indian  corn  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  lake,  which  was  now  fit  to  reap,  and  from  which  the  peo- 
ple of  Tezcuco  and  the  others  fupplied  our  provifions;  but  the  Mexicans 
alfo  laid  claim  to  it,  and  it  appeared  that  the  produce  of  thefe  fields  went 
to  the  priefts  of  Mexico.  Cortes  told  them  to  inform  him  when  they 
thought  it  neceffary  to  cut  the  corn,  and  accordingly,  at  that  time,  a 
body  of  one  hundred  or  upwards  of  our  foldiers.,  attended  by  the  allies 
went  out  to  cover  the  reapers.  I  was  twice  on  that  duty,  and  had  one 
fmart  fidrmifli.  The  Mexicans  croffed  over  in  upwards  of  a  thoufand 
canoes,  and  attacked  us  in  the  maize  fields,  but  we  and  oiu:  allies,  drove 
them  back  to  their  boats,  with  the  lofs  of  one  foldier  of  our*s  killed, 
and  many  wounded.  They  fought  like  men,  and  left  behind  them 
twenty  dead,  and  we  alfo  took  five  prifoners.  At  this  time  other  neigh- 
bouring diflri(5ls  folicited  our  alliance. 

There  were  two  places,  named  Chalco  and  Talmalanco,  of  fome 
confequence,  as  being  between  our  army  and  Tlafcala.  They  were  now 
polTelTcd  by  the  Mexican  troops,  and  though  Cortes  had  feveral  peti- 
tions for  prote(5tion,  he  thought  it  neceifary  above  all  things,  immedi- 
ately to  diflodge  thefe  Mexicans,  that  fuch  of  his  allies  as  wiflred  it 
might  return  home,  and  alfo  in  order  to  obtain  his  fhip  timber  from 
Tlafcala.  He  therefore  fent  a  force  for  this  purpofe  under  Sandoval  and 
De  Lugo,  confifting  of  fifteen  cavalry  and  twa  hundred  infantry,  and 
he  gave  thefe  officers  orders  to  break  completely  the  Mexican  force,  where- 
by we  fhould  obtain  a  clear  communication  with  Villa  Rica.  Our  allies 
of  Chalco  were  fecretly  informed  of  our  intention,  in  order  that  they 
fhould  be  ready  to  fupport  us.  Sandoval  had  put  ten  of  his  party  in  the 
rear  as  a  guard,  and  to  protect  the  allies  who  w^ere  returning  home  with 
his  detachment,  and  who  were  loaded  with  plunder.  The  Mexicans 
fell  upon  them  on  their  march  with  confiderable  impreflion,  owing  to 
the  weaknefs  of  the  rear  guard,  of  which  they  killed  two,  and  wound- 
ed the  refl;  and  although  Sandoval  infi:antly  flew  to  their  relief,  the 
Mexicans  contrived  to  reach  the  lake.  Sandoval  cenfured  the  people  in 
the  rear  for  this,  throwing  the  whole  blame  on  tl^em ;  he  then  put  the 
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TIafcalans  in  feciirlty,  and  having  fent  the  letters  with  which  he  was 
intrufled  to  the  commandant  of  Villa  Rica,  in  which  Cortes  ordered 
him  to  fend  what  reinforcements  he  could  to  Tlafcala,  there  to  wait  un-* 
til  it  fhould  be  afcertained  that  the  route  from  thence  to  Tezcuco  was 
clear,  he  difmifled  the  allies  to  their  province,  and  returned  to  Chalco, 
which  diftridl  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend  was  filled  with  the  troops  of 
he  Mexicans. 

On  his  road  he  was  attacked  in  a  plain  covered  with  maize  and 
maguey,  by  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  wounded  feveral  of  his  party; 
the  cavalry  drove  them  to  a  diftance,  after  which  he  purfued  his  route 
to  Chalco.  Having  informed  the  principal  people  of  this  place  of  his 
intention  to  march  to  Tezcuco  on  the  enfuing  day,  they  informed  him 
of  their  determination  to  go  with  him,  and  for  the  following  reafon. 
Their  lord  was  lately  dead  of  the  fmall  pox.  He  had  on  his  death- 
bed recommended  his  fons  to  the  proteiftion  of  Cortes,  being  convinced 
that  we  were  thofe  of  whom  their  anceftors  had  prophefied,  when  they 
faid  that  men  with  beards  fhould  come  to  govern  them;  and  he  there- 
fore enjoined  his  fons  to  receive  their  dominions  from  the  hands  of  our 
chief.  Sandoval  accordingly  marched  for  our  head  quarters,  bringing 
with  him  the  young  lords  of  Chalco,  who  experienced  a  mofl  gracious 
reception  from  Cortes,  and  they  prefented  him  with  ornaments  of  gold 
amounting  in  value  to  about  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns.  Cortes 
divided  the  difl:ri(5t  between  them,  giving  Chalco  and  the  larger  part 
to  the  elder  brother,  and  Talmalanco,  Ayocingo,  and  Chimalcan,  with 
other  places,  to  the  younger.  By  fome  Mexican  prifoners  Cortes  fent 
a  mcfTage  to  the  reigning  prince  in  that  city,  couched  in  the  moft  in- 
viting and  amicable  terms,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  come  to  an  accom- 
modation; but  Guatimotzin  would  not  hear  them,  and  perfifled  in  the 
mofl  ad:ive  hoflility  againfl  us.  Frequent  complaints  came  to  us  at 
this  time  of  the  incurfions  made  by  the  enemy  upon  our  allies  of  Gua- 
tinchan  and  Huaxutlan,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake,  upon  the 
old  caufe  of  the  fields  fown  for  the  fervice  of  the  Mexican  temples;  in 
confequencc  of  which,  Cortes  being  determined  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe 
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inroads,  and  marching  with  a  ftrong  party  for  that  purpofe,  came  up 
with  the  enemy  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues  from  Tezcuco,  and 
fo  completely  broke  and  defeated  them,  though  with  no  very  confidera- 
ble  lofs  on  their  fide,  that  they  did  not  fhow  themfelves  there  again. 

As  it  was  refolved  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  grand  obje£l  of  our  enter- 
prife,  Sandoval  attended  by  twenty  of  the  principal  people  of  Tezcuco, 
marched  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  foldiers  of  the  infantry, 
twenty  mufqucteers  and  crofsbow-men  included,  and  fifteen  cavalry, 
from  Tezcuco,  in  order  to  bring  the  timber  to  conftrud:  our  (hips  on  the 
lake  of  Mexico.  Before  they  fet  out,  Cortes  effedled  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  Tlafcalans  and  the  Indians  of  Chalco,  who  had  long  been 
hoftile.  He  gave  directions  to  Sandoval,  after  he  had  left  the  chieftains 
of  Chalco  in  their  own  town,  to  proceed  by  a  place  named  by  us  Puebla 
Morefca,  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  robbed  and  put  to  death  up- 
wards of  forty  of  our  foldiers,  who  were  on  their  march  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  Mexico,  when  we  went  to  the  relief  of  Alvarado.  Sandoval 
had  orders  to  infli<51:  an  exemplary  punilhment  on  them,  not  that  tlieir 
guilt  was  more  than  that  of  the  people  of  Tezcuco,  who  were  the  lead- 
ers of  the  bufinefs,  but  becaufe  they  could  be  puniflied  with  lefs  incon- 
venience. The  place  was  put  under  military  execution.  Some  few  of 
the  inhabitants  were  made  priibners,  and  when  Sandoval  enquired  of 
them  in  what  manner  they  had  deftroyed  the  Spaniards,  they  informed 
him  that  they  were  fallen  on  by  the  troops  of  Mexico  and  Tezcuco,  by 
furprize,  in  a  narrow  pafs  where  they  could  only  go  in  fingle  file,  and, 
that  it  was  done  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  Cacamatzin.  Not  more 
than  three  or  four  of  thefe  people  loft  their  lives,  as  Sandoval  had  pity 
on  them.  In  the  temples  were  found  many  traces  of  the  blood  of  our 
countrymen  upon  the  walls,  their  idols  were  befmeared  with  it,  and  we 
found  the  {kins  of  two  of  their  faces  with  their  beards,  dreffed  like  lea- 
ther, and  hung  upon  the  altars,  as  were  alfo  the  fhoes  of  four  horfes, 
together  with  their  Ikins  very  well  dreffed.  The  following  words  wer^ 
found  written  upon  a  piece  of  marble  fixed  in  the  wall  of  one  of  the 
houfes.     **  Here  was  taken  the  unfortunate  Juan  Jufte,  with  many 
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"  Others  of  his  companions."     This  Jufte  was  a  gentleman  who  came 
with  Narvaez,  and  ferved  in  the  cavahy.     Thefe  fad  remains  filled  the 
minds  of  Sandoval  and  his  party  with  rage  and  grief,  but  there  was  no 
poflibility  of  obeying  the  dictates  of  their  feelings,  for  the  men  were  all 
fled,  and  the  women  and  children  bewailed  their  fate  in  the  mofl  afFed:- 
ing  terms.     Sandoval  therefore  fent  them  to  their  hufbands  and  fathers, 
whom  they  induced  to  come  in  and  fubmit.     In  anfwer  to  the  queflions 
put  to  them  relative  to  the  gold,  they  declared  that  it  had  all  been  claim- 
ed by  the  Mexicans.     Sandoval  now  continued  his  march  to  Tlafcala, 
and  when  he  came  near  the  capital  of  that  country,  he  fell  in  with  a 
vail:  body  of  Indians  employed  in  tranfporting  the  timber,  and  conduct- 
ed by  Chichimecatecle,  and  our  fhipwright  Martin  Lopez.     The  order 
thefe  people  came  in  was  as  follows.     Eight  thoufand  men  carried  the 
timber  ready  fhaped  for  every  part  of  the  thirteen  vefTels,  eight  thoufand 
more  followed  as  a  guard  with  their  enfigns  and  arms,  and  a  third  bo- 
dy of  two  thoufand,  as  a  relief,  and  with  provifions  for  the  whole. 
Several  Spaniards  joined  us  with  this  efcort,  and  alfo  two  great  Tlafcalan 
chiefs  named  Teuleticle,  and  Teatical.     The  enemy  appeared  only  in 
fmall  bodies  at  a  diilance,  but  it  was  thought  necefTary  to  ufe  much 
precaution,  confidering  the  extent  of  the  line  of  march,  and  the  danger 
of  a  furprife.     Sandoval  fent  fome  of  his  troops  in  front,  and  pofted 
others  on  the  flanks,  while  he  remained  at  the  rear  guard  with  the  Tlaf- 
calans,  to  whom  he  afligned  that  pofl:.     This  arrangement  gave  their 
chief,  Chichimecatecle,  great  offence,  but  when  he  was  informed  that 
it  was  there  the  Mexicans  were  moll:  likely  to  attack,  his  pride  became 
pacified.     In  two  days  more  the  whole  body  arrived  at  Tezcuco,  in 
great  triumph  and  pomp,  the  allies  wearing  their  finefl:  habits  and  great 
plumes  of  feathers,  with  drums,  horns,  and  trumpets,  founding.     Thus 
th^y  continued  m.arching  into  our  quarters,  without  breaking  a  file,  for 
the  fpace  of  full  half  the  day,  fliouting  out,  "Caftilla!  Cafl:i]la!  Tlafca- 
**  la!  Tlafcala!  live  his  Majefly  the  Emperor." 

Our  timber  being  all  now  laid  ready  at  the  docks,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  by  the  great  exertipns  of  Lopez,  the  hulls  were  completely  finifh- 
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cd;  but  we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  ftrideft  guard,  as  the  Mexicans 
fcnt  three  parties  to  endeavour  to  fct  them  on  fire. 

The  Tlafcalans  were  anxious  to  be  fent  on  fome  enterprife,  and 
Cortes  indulged  them  by  declaring  his  intention  to  march  on  the  enfu- 
ing  day  to  Saltocan,  a  town  which  had  negledted  our  fummons  to  a 
fubmilTion.  For  this  purpofe  he  ordered  two  hundred  and  fifty  infan- 
try and  thirty  cavalry,  the  whole  of  the  Tlafcalans,  and  a  body  of  the 
warriors  of  Tezcuco.  He  appointed  the  captains  Alvarado  and  De  OH 
to  ad:  under  him,  and  having  left  the  pofl  of  Tezcuco,  where  it  was 
always  neceflary  **  to  have  the  beard  upon  the  fhoulders,**  under  the  care 
of  Sandoval,  and  ordered  Lopez  to  have  the  veflcls  ready  to  launch  with- 
in the  fpace  of  fifteen  days,  he  fet  out  with  the  above  force  upon  his 
expedition.  When  he  approached  Saltocan,  he  was  met  by  large  bodies 
of  the  Mexican  troops,  whom  the  cavalry  drove  to  the  woods.  The 
troops  halted  for  the  night  in  fome  villages,  in  a  country  thickly  inha- 
bited. They  were  kept  very  alert,  for  it  was  known  that  the  enemy 
had  a  confiderable  force  in  Saltocan;  and  a  body  of  Mexicans  had  been 
fent  thither  in  large  boats,  and  was  at  this  time  concealed  in  the  deep 
canals  of  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  enfuing  day,  at  the  commencement  of  the  march,  our 
troops  were  afTailed  by  the  enemy,  and  feveral  were  wounded,  without 
our  cavalry  having  it  in  their  power  to  retaliate,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  canals.  The  only  caufeway  which  led  to  the  town  on  the  land 
fide,  they  had  completely  inundated,  and  our  mufquetry  was  of  no  ef- 
fed:  againfi:  the  enemy  in  their  canoes,  being  fo  well  guarded  by  llrong 
fcreens  of  timber.  All  this  contributed  to  give  our  people  a  difgufl  to 
the  expedition.  Some  Indians  of  Tezcuco  who  had  joined  our  army, 
at  this  time  pointed  out  a  pafs  to  one  of  our  foldiers;  upon  which,  our 
people  put  themfelves  into  march,  and  under  the  diredion  of  their  guide 
crofied  the  canals  and  waters,  and  at  length  reached  the  road  which  led 
to  the  town,  Cortes  with  the  cavalry  remaining  on  the  other  fide.  Our 
troops  advanced  againfi  the  town,  and  made  a  confiderable  ilaughter  of 

LI  2  the 


(    56o    ) 

the  Mexicans,  driving  the  remainder,  and  the  natives  of  the  place,  to 
their  boats.  They  then  returned  to  Cortes,  with  a  confiderable  booty 
of  flaves,  mantles,  fait,  andvgold.  We  loft  one  foldier  by  this  expe- 
dition. 

On  the  enfuing  day  Cortes  niarched  againft  a  large  town  called 
Culvatitlan,  through  a  very  populous  country.     We  found  the  place  to 
which  we  marched  totally  deferted,  and  here  we  halted  for  the  night. 
On  the  enfuing  day  we  proceeded  to  another  large  town  called  Tenayuco, 
but  which  we  named  the  town  of  the  ferpents,  on  account  of  the  enor- 
mous figures  of  thefe  animals  which  we  found  in  their  temples,  and 
which  they  worshipped  as  gods.     This  place  we  alfo  found  deferted, 
and  we  proceeded  a  league  farther  to  that  which  we  called  the  town  of 
the  gold-fmiths.     This  place  was  alfo  deferted,  and  our  troops  march- 
ed half  a  league  farther,  to  Tacuba,  our  foldiers  being  obliged  to  cut 
their  way  through  coniidcrable  numbers  of  the  natives.     In  this  town 
our  troops  halted  for  the  night,  and  on  the  next  day  they  were  affailed 
by  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  had  fettled  a  plan  to  retreat  by  their  caufe- 
ways,  in  order  to  draw  us  into  an  ambufcade.     This  in  part  fucceeded ; 
Cortes  and  our  troops  purfued  them  acrofs  a  bridge,  and  were  immedi- 
ately furrounded  by  vaft  numbers  on  land  and  in  the  water.     The  en- 
{ign  was  thrown  over  the  bridge,  and  the  Mexicans  were  dragging  him 
to  their  canoes,  yet  he  efcaped  from  them  with  his  colours  in  his  hand. 
In  this  attack  they  killed  five  of  our  foldiers,  and  wounded  many.  Cor- 
tes perceived  his  imprudence,  and  ordered  a  retreat,  which  was  efiecfted 
with  regularity,  our  people  fronting  the  enemy,  and  only  giving  ground 
inch  by  inch.     Juan  Volante,  the  enfign  who  fell  into  the  lake,  had  a 
jealoufy  with  one  of  our  foldiers,  Pedro  de  Ircio,  about  a  certain  woman. 
The  latter  in  order  to  affront  him  ufed  fome  abufive  language,  which 
Volante  did  not  deferve,  being  a  very  valiant  gentleman,  as  he  had 
(hown  on  that  and  many  other  occafions.     Cortes  halted  here   for  five 
days,  and  then  returned  to  Tezcuco,  the  Mexicans  harrafTmg  his  march ; 
but  having  been  once  defeated  in  an  ambufcade  which  Cortes  laid  for 
them,  they  defifted.     When  our  troops  arrived  at  head  quarters,  the 
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Tlafcalans,  who  had  enriched  themfelves  by  plunder,  were  anxious  to 
go  home,  which  Cortes  readily  gave  them  permiiTion  to  do. 

During  four  days  after  this  expedition,  the  Indians  of  feveral  neigh- 
bouring diflri^ls  came  in  with  prefents  and  declarations  of  fubmilTion. 
Cortes  received  all  in  good  part,  although  he  knew  very  well  that  they 
had  been  concerned  in  murders,  difmiiling  them  with  promifes  of  pro- 
te(ftion.  Other  applications  of  a  more  embarraiTing  nature  were  alfo 
made  at  this  time,  for  the  nations  in  our  alliance  came  with  painted  re- 
prefentations  of  the  outrages  committed  on  them  by  the  Mexicans,  and 
requefling  fuccour.  Cortes  was  hardly  able  to  grant  them  affiftance^ 
from  the  ftate  of  our  army,  which,  exclufive  of  our  lofs  by  killed  and 
wounded  was  grown  very  unhealthy.  He  however  promifed  them  his 
fupport,  bnt  told  them  to  rely  more  on  their  own  exertions,  and  that 
they  fhould  be  affifted  by  the  neighbouring  people  of  our  alliance.  For 
this  purpofe  he  gave  them  letters  of  fummons  to  the  refpecStive  diftri(3:s, 
to  alTemble  againfl  the  common  enemy.  The  different  diflridts  having 
affembled  their  forces,  met  the  Mexicans  in  the  field,  and  had  an  action 
with  them,  in  which  they  exerted  themfelves  with  fuccefs.  The  pro- 
vince of  Chalco  however  was  an  objed:  of  more  importance;  the  poflef- 
fion  of  that  country  was  requifite  for  our  communication  with  Villa  Ri- 
ca and  Tlafcala,  and  for  the  fubfiflence  of  our  troops,  as  it  was  a  cora 
country.  It  was  much  harraffed,  and  therefore  Cortes  fent  Sandoval 
with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  troops,  cavalry  and  infantry, 
accompanied  by  what  few  of  our  Tlafcala n  allies  remained  with  us,  and 
a  company  of  thofe  of  Tezcuco,^to  clear  it  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty 
one,  after  hearing  mafs,  Sandoval  fet  out,  and  arrived  in  the  diftrid:  of 
Chalco.  On  the  enfuing  morning  he  reached  Talmanalco,  where  he 
received  information  that  the  Mexican  force  was  pofted  at  a  large  town 
called  Guaztepeque.  The  warriors  of  Chalco  accompanied  our  troops, 
who  halted  for  the  night  at  the  town  of  Chimalcan.  On  the  next  morn- 
ing Sandoval  ordered  the  crofsbow-men  and  mufqueteers  to  attack  the 
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enemy  in  the  broken  ground,  and  forming  the  cavalry  into  fmall  divi- 
sions of  three  in  front  f  dire(fled  them  to  charge  as  foon  as  the  firing  had 
made  any  impreHion ;  thofe  who  were  armed  with  fword  and  buckler 
he  formed  in  a  compadt  body  as  a  referve.    Advancing  in  this  order,  he 
fhortly  perceived  the  Mexicans  in  three  large  battalians  or  columns,  and 
founding  their  warlike  mufic.     As  foon  as  Sandoval  perceived  their  dif- 
pofition  he  thought  proper  to  give  up  his  original  plan,  and  to  break 
the  enemy  by  a  charge  of  cavalry.     Putting  himfelf  therefore  at  the  head 
of  this  body  of  troops,  he  attacked  them,  crying  out  **St.  Jago  for  us! 
comrades  fall  on  1  *'  The  main  body  of  the  Mexicans  was  partly  broken 
by  the  charge,  but  they  immediately  clofed  and  fronted  again.     The 
ground  was  much  in  their  favor,  fo  that  Sandoval  faw  it  was  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  drive  them  from  this  poft,  into  the  open  ground  in  their 
rear.     For  this  purpofe  he  ordered  the  mufqueteers  and  crofsbow-men 
to  engage  them  in  the  front,  and  the  troops  armed  with  fword  and  tar- 
get to  turn  their  flanks,  and  he  gave  direcStions,  that  at  the  proper  time, 
the  cavalry  fhould  fall  on  the  enemy  by  a  fignal.     He  alfo  now  ordered 
our  allies  to  come  forward  to  the  attack.     Our  troops  at  laft  forced  them 
to  retreat;  they  fell  back  however  no  farther  than  to  a  fecond  ftrong  po- 
rtion, nor  could  Sandoval  with  his  cavalry  do  any  confiderable  execution 
among  them.     Here  we  loft  Gonzalo  Dominguez,  whofe  horfe  fell 
with  him,  whereby  he  died  in  a  few  days.     He  was  much  regretted, 
for  we  efteemed  him  to  be  as  brave  a  foldier  as  De  Oli  or  Sandoval. 
Our  army  having  broken  the  enemy  again,  purfued  them  to  the  town, 
where  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  at  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  frelh  war- 
riors, who  attempted  to  furround  them;  but  our  troops  falling  on  both 
their  flanks,  the  whole  faced  about  and  fled,  endeavoring  to  rally  behind 
fome  works  which  they  had  conftrudled.     They  were  however  fo  clofe- 
ly  followed  that  they  had  not  time  to  dp  fo,  and  were  driven  compleatly 
withinfide  the  town.     Sandoval  then  thought  it  neceflary  to  give  his 
foldiers  fome  repofe,  and  as  a  confiderable  fpoil  of  provifions  had  fallen 
in  the  wa)  of  the  troops,  they  began  to  prepare  their  dinners,  during 
-which  time  the  patroles  came  galloping  in,  crying  "To  arms!  the  ene- 
"  my  are  coming ! "  There  was  hardly  a  moments  interval  until  they 
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were  prepared,  and  advancing  againft  the  enemy,  they  met  them  in  an 
open  fpace,  and  had  a  fevere  fkirmifh,  after  which  the  enemy  fell  back 
behind  their  works ;  but  Sandoval  attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity 
that  he  drove  them  completely  away,  forcing  them  to  evacuate  the 
town. 

In  this  place  was  a  very  magnificent  and  extensive  garden,  in 
which  Sandoval  took  his  quarters  for  the  night,  and  certainly  it  was  a 
beautiftd  one  to  behold ;  it  contained  a  number  of  large  and  handfome 
buildings,  and  fuch  varieties  that  it  was  truly  admirable,  and  fit  for  the 
refidencc  of  a  great  prince ;  nor  had  our  foldiers  time  to  fee  the  whole  of 
it,  for  it  was  above  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  length.  I  was  not  in  this 
ad:ion,  being  very  ill  by  the  wound  of  a  lance,  which  I  received  in  my 
throat  at  the  affair  of  Iztapalapa,  the  marks  of  which  I  carry  to  this  day; 
but  I  faw  the  garden  about  twenty  days  afterwards,  when  1  accompa-^ 
nied  Cortes.  Not  having  been  on  this  expedition  for  the  reafon  I  have 
before  afligned,  as  1  was  then  almoft  at  death*£  door,  I  do  not  in  my 
narrative  fay  we,  and  us,  but  they,  and  them;  but  notwithflanding 
that,  all  is  true  to  the  letter  as  I  have  related  it,  for  the  tranfadions  of 
an  expedition  are  immediately  known  in  quarters,  nor  is  there  any  op- 
portunity of  adding  to,  or  diminifhing  the  truth,  as  is  fometimes  the 
cafe  elfewhcre. 

Sandoval  thought  it  a  good  time  to  fummon  all  the  neighbouring 
diflri(5ls  to  fubmiflion,  which  he  accordingly  did,  but  with  very  little 
effed:,  thofe  of  Acapifllan,  efpecially,  anfwering  by  a  defiance.  This 
made  our  allies  of  Chalco  uneafy,  as  well  knowing  that  they  and  the 
Mexicans  were  only  waiting  until  the  return  of  the  Spaniards,  in  order 
to  fall  upon  them.  For  feveral  reafons  it  was  necefTary  therefore  to  hum- 
ble thefe  people,  but  a  great  difference  of  opinion  exifted  on  the  fubjedl. 
Sandoval  was  adverfe  to  any  new  expedition  on  account  of  the  number 
of  his  wounded,  and  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez  were  adverfe,  becaufe  they 
difliked  rifques  of  any  kind ;  but  our  allies  were  for  it,  and  Captajn 
Luis  Marin,  a  wife  and  valiant  officer,  flrongly  fupported  them.     As 
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the  diilance  was.  but  two  leagues  Sandoval  acq^uiefced.    When  he  advan- 
ced, the  enemy  attacked  him  with  their  mifTile  weapons,  and  after 
wounding  fome  of  his  men,  returned  to  their  ftrong  pofl  in  the  town. 
Our  allies  did  not  exhibit  much  alacrity  in  going  to  the  attack,  in  which 
the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  fhew  them  the  way,  and  difmounting 
fome  of  the  cavalry,  and  leaving  the  reft  in  the  plain  to  guard  the  rear, 
they  advanced  againft  the  place,  which  they  entered,  having  a  number 
wounded  in  the  afcent,  and  amongft  others  Sandoval  himfelf.     But  if 
the  Indians  were  tardy  before,  they  made  up  for  it  now;  the  Spaniards 
not  having  the  trouble  of  putting  the  enemy  to  death,  it  being  entirely 
faved  them  by  their  allies.     Indeed  our  countrymen  thought  their  time 
employed  to  much  better  purpofe  in  fearching  for  gold,  or  making  good 
female  prifoners,  than  in  cutting  to  pieces  a  parcel  of  poor  wretches 
who  did  not  any  longer  defend  themfelves.     They  frequently  blamed 
^  the  cruelty  of  their  allies,  and  faved  many  Indians  from  them.    Gomara 
fays  that  the  Spaniards  fuffered  thirft  here  becaufe  the  water  was  not  to 
be  drank,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  blood  with  which  it  was  dif- 
coloured;  the  fad:  is,  that  many  of  the  wounded  Mexicans  did  come 
from  the  rocks  and  ridges  down  to  the  water  in  making  their  efcape, 
and  it  was  difcoloured  the  length  of  time  that  it  would  take  to  fay  an 
Ave  Maria,  but  as  to  our  people  fuffering  thirft  on  that  account,  that 
muft  be  untrue,  for  there  were  feveral  fountains  of  the  fineft  water,  in 
the  town. 

* 

After  this  fuccefs  Sandoval  returned  to  Tezcuco,  with  a  number  of 
ftayes  and  confiderable  fpoils.  Guatimotzin  the  reigning  prince  of  Mex- 
ico was  enraged  when  he  heard  of  the  hoftilities  committed  againft  him 
by  his  own  people  of  Chalco,  and  determined  to  inflidt  immediate  pu- 
niftiment.  He  now  fent  acrofs  the  lake  twenty  thoufand  of  his  warri- 
ors in  two  thoufand  canoes,  to  wafte  the  province  with  fire  and  fword, 
fo  that  at  the  very  moment  when  the  brave  Sandoval  had  arrived  at  head 
quarters,  and  before  he  could  make  the  report  of  his  expedition  to  the 
general,  there  arrived  cxprefTes  from  Chalco  ftating  their  being  in  a  more 
defperate  fituation  than  ever.     This  put  Cortes  in  a  violent  paflion  with 
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tSandoval,  thinking  that  he  had  been  the  caufc  of  this  misfortune j  and 
thus,  without  hearing  him  out,  when  he  cama  to  wait  upon  him,  he 
commanded  his  inftant  return.  This  gave  Sandoval  pain,  thinking  that 
he  was  unworthily  treated  by  Cortes.  However  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  Chalco.  On  his  arrival  he  found  the  bufinefs  entirely  over, 
for  the  people  of  that  province  had  fummoned  their  allies,  and  repulfed 
the  Mexicans,  fo  that  our  countrymen  returned  with. the  prifoners  to 
head  quarters.  -  Cortes  was  deiightv'^d  when  he  heard  the  event,  but  San- 
doval would  not  fpeak  to  him,  ^he  general  made  every  apology,  and 
protefted  that  the  whole  was  owing  to  a  miftake,  however,  it  is  unne- 
cefTary  to  fay  any  more  upon  the  fubje<ft,  as  they  fhortly  after  became  as 
good  friends  as  ever. 

At  this  time,  according  to  a  general  proclamation,  the  Indian  Haves 
were  brought  together  in  order  to  be  marked.  The  reader  is  already  p 
acquainted  with  the  tranfadtions  at  Tepeaca.  It  was  if  poiliblc  worfe 
now  at  Tezcuco.  Firft  there  was  a  fifth  for  his  Majefty,  then  another 
fifth  for  Cortes,  and  then  the  (hares  of  the  captains.  What  was  worft, 
moft  of  the  good  female  Haves  had  difappeared  during  the  night !  it  had 
been  promifed  that  they  fhould  be  rated,  and  the  proprietor  charged  ac- 
cording to  the  value ;  but  the  royal  officers  or  commifTaries  valued  them  • 
as  they  thought  proper,  fo  that  the  poor  foldier  fell  from  bad  to  worfe. 
The  confcquence  of  this  was,  that  in  future,  to  avoid  lofing  them  thus, 
the  foldiers  concealed  their  flaves  or  pafl'ed  them  as  fervants  and  not  pri- 
foners of  war,  and  thofe  who  were  in  favor  with  Cortes  brought  them 
to  be  marked  privately  and  paid  the  value  to  him.  Thofe  flaves  who 
fell  to  the  lot  of  fuch  mafters  as  treated  them  ill,  or  had  the  name  of  do- 
ing fo,  immediately  deferted  and  were  no  more  to  be  found;  but  the 
owners  always  remained  debtors  for  fo  much  upon  their  value  in  his 
Majefty *s  books,  fo  that  many  were  in  debt  more  than  their  (hare  of 
prifage  of  gold  could  pay  off. 

At  this  time  arrived  a  fhip,  with  arms  and  gunpowder,  from  Old    - 
Caftille,  in  which  came  Julian  de  Alderete  treafurer  for  the  crown ;  he 
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was  from  Tordeiilhs,  as  was  alfo  Orduna  the  elder,  who,  after  the  con- 
queft,  brought  over  five  daughters  whom  he  married  very  honorably. 
A  brother  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis  alfo  came;  he  was  named  Fra  Pe- 
dro Malgarejo  de  Urrea.  He  brought  with  him  a  number  of  bulls  of 
our  lord  St.  Peter,  in  order  to  compofe  our  confciences  if  we  had  any 
thing  to  lay  to  our  charge  on  account  of  the  wars.  The  reverend  father 
made  a  fortune  in  a  few  months,  and  returned  to  Caflille.  Anthonio 
Carajaval  who  now  lives  in  Mexico,  though  very  old,  Geronymo  Ru- 
iz de  la  Mora,  one  Briones,  who  was  about  four  years  afterwards  hang- 
ed in  Guatimala  for  fedition,  Alonzo  Diaz  de  la  Reguera  now  living  in 
Valladolid,  and  many  others  came  by  this  veffel.  We  now  learned  that 
the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  had  no  longer  any  power,  his  Majefty  having 
been  difpleafed  with  his  condudl  ever  fince  he  knew  of  our  eminent  fer- 
vices.  Another  meffage  arrived  at  this  moment  from  Chalco  for  a/Tif- 
4  tance  againft  the  Mexicans,  upon  which  Cortes  gave  his  promife  that 
he  would  immediately  march  thither,  although  the  brigantines  were 
now  ready  to  launch,  and  the  foldiers  were  anxious  to  begin  the  fiege 
of  Mexico. 

Cortes,  leaving  the  town  of  Tezcuco  to  the  care  of  Sandoval,  {tt 
out  after  mafs,  upon  his  expedition,  to  clear  the  diftridl  of  Chalco,  and 
reconnoitre  the  country  adjacent  to  the  lake,  on  friday  the  fifth  of  April, 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  one,  at  the  head  of  three  hundred 
infantry,  twenty  crofsbow-men  and  fifteen  mufqueteers  included,  and  thir- 
ty cavalry,  with  a  large  body  of  the  auxiliaries  of  Tezcuco  and  Tlafcala, 
The  general  was  accompanied  by  the  treafurer  Alderete,  Fray  Pedro 
•  Melgarejo,  the  captains  Alvarado,  De  Oli,  and  Tapia,  and  in  this  ex- 
pedition I  alfo  went.  The  firfl:  night  we  halted  at  Talmanalco,  and  on 
the  next  day  reached  Chalco,  whither  Cortes  fummoned  all  the  chiefs, 
and  informed  them  of  his  ihtention  immediately  ta  attack  Mexico,  re- 
quiring their  afTiftance,  which  they  mofl:  readily  promifed.  On  the 
next  day,  Cortes  continuing  his  march,  arrived  at  the  town  of  Chimal- 
acoan,  in  the  fame  province,  where  above  twenty  thoufand  warriors 
had  alTembled  to  meet  us.     From  the  time  of  my  firft  arrival  in  this 
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country,  I  never  had  feen  fo  many  of  our  allies  in  one  body.  They  were 
thofe  of  Chalco,  Guaxocingo,- Tlafcala,  Tezcuco,  and  other  places, 
and  they  certainly  were  attracted  by  the  hope  of  fpoil,  and  a  voracious 
appetite  for  human  flefli,  juft  as  the  fcald  crows  and  other  birds  of  prey 
follow  our  armies  in  Italy,  in  order  to  feed  on  the  dead  bodies  after  a 
battle. 

We  here  received  intelligence,  that  the  Mexican  forces  and  their  al- 
lies of  that  neighbourhood,  were  ready  and  in  the  field.  Cortes  there- 
fore warned  us  to  be  alert,  and  early  the  next  morning  after  mafs,  as  we 
proceeded  on  our  march,  our  route  being  between  two  ridges  of  rocks 
the  fummits  of  which  were  fortified  and  garrifoned,  the  enemy  endea- 
vored by  outcries  and  reproaches  to  draw  us  to  an  attack;  but  we  purfu- 
ed  our  march,  ty  a  large  town  named  Guaztepeque,  which  we  found 
abandoned,  and  pailing  through,  we  arrived  at  a  plain  where  were  fome 
very  fcanty  fountains  of  water,  and  hard  by  was  a  great  rock  with  a  for- 
trefs  on  the  fummit.  Weobferved  it  to  be  filled  with  troops,  who  fa- 
luted  us  on  our  approach  with  fhouts,  fhowers  of  ftones,  and  arrows, 
by  the  firfl  difcharge  of  which  they  wounded  three  of  our  foldiers.  Cor- 
tes then  ordered  us  to  halt,  and  obferving  that  the  Mexicans  feemed  to 
dcfpife  us  for  not  attacking  them,  he  lent  a  party  of  cavalry  to  examine 
the  rock.  On  their  return  they  told  the  general,  that  no  part  feemed  to 
them  fo  accefiible  as  that  where  we  then  were.  Cortes  then  ordered  us 
to  afcend,  Enfign  Chriftoval  del  Corral  with  the  colours  leading  us,  and 
Cortes  with  the  cavalry  remaining  in  the  plain  to  prote(5t  the  rear. 

When  we  began  to  afcend  the  mountain,  the  Indians  threw  down 
large  mafifes  of  rock,  and  it  was  dreadful  to  fee  them  roll  among  us,  and 
a  wonder  how  any  of  us  efcaped,  as  they  bounded  over  us.  The  order 
was  a  very  inconfiderate  one,  and  very  unlike  a  wife  captain.  One  fol- 
dier  though  he  wore  a  helmet  was  killed  at  my  foot ;  he  never  uttered  a 
word;  his  name  was  Martin  Valenciano.  As  we  continued  to  afcend, 
tht  ftones  flill  came  rolling  down  upon  us,  and  two  more  foldiers,  one 
named  Gaipar  Sanches,  nephew  to  the  treafurer  of  Cuba,  and  the  other 
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named  Bravo,  were  the  next  who  loft  their  Uves,  and  immediately  after, 
Alonzo  Rodriguez  was  killed,  and  two  more  knocked  down.  Moftof 
the  reft  received  wounds,  but  ftili  we  afcended.  I  was  at  that  time  an 
a(5tive  young  man,  and  followed  clofe  to  our  eniign,  taking  advantage 
of  the  concavities  that  w€  found  from  time  to  time  in  the  rock.  Corral 
was  wounded  in  the  head,  his  face  covered  with  blood,  and  the  colours 
tattered  to  pieces.  "  Oh  fignor  Bcrnal  Diaz  del  Caftillo"  faid  he  to  me, 
**  here  is  no  advancing;  remain  under  cover,  for  it  is  as  much  as  I  can 
"  do  to  keep  my  hold,  and  prefer ve  myfelf  from  falling."  Looking 
downward  I  at  this  time  perceived  Pedro  Barba  captain  of  the  crofsbow^ 
men,  with  two  foldiers,  climbing  up  as  we  had  done  urnler  the  ijovci* 
of  the  projedtions  in  the  £acq  o^f  the  rock.  I  called  to  him  not  to  ad- 
vance, for  that  it  was  impoflible  to  climb  much  farther.  He  replied 
in  lofty  terms,  that  I  fhould  defift  from  talking,  and  proceed  on.  I 
was  a  little  piqued  at  this,  and  exerting  my  utmoft  activity,  mounted  to 
a  confiderable  diftance  higher,  telling  him  I  Ihould  fee  how  he  would 
do.  At  this  moment  a  fhower  of  large  rocks  came  down,  and  crufhed 
one  of  the  foldiers  who  were  with  Barba  to  death;  after  having  feen 
which  he  did  not  ftir  a  ftep.  Corral  called  out  to  thofe  below  deiiring 
them  to  report  to  the  general  the  impoilibility  of  proceeding,  and  that 
even  the  defcent  was  full  of  danger.  When  Cortes  was  informed  of  this, 
for  he  could  not  fee  us  on  account  of  the  inequalities  of  the  rocks,  and 
underftood  that  moft  of  us  were  wounded  and  many  killed,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  he  could  the  readier  believe  from  having  had  three  of  the 
cavalry  killed  on  the  plain  by  the  rolling  down  of  the  maffes  of  rocks, 
feven  alfo  being  wounded  in  the  fame  manner,  he  gave  fignals  for  us  to 
defcend,  which  we  accordingly  did,  in  a  very  bloody  and  bruifed  con- 
dition, leaving  eight  of  our  party  dfead. 

Bodies  of  the  Mexicans  were  watching  us  during  this  time,  con- 
cealed in  different  places,  in  order  to  fall  upon  us  when  we  were  enga- 
ged in  the  attack,  for  it  was  a  concerted  plan.  Th^y  now  fhewed 
themfelves,  and  advanced  againft  us;  we  attacked  them  iri  the  plain  and' 
drove  them  to  fome  other  ridges  of  rocks,  and  advancing  through  nar- 
row 
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row  pafTes  like  roads  between  them,  we  found  another  very  ftrong  for- 
trefs  fimilar  to  that  we  had  juft  been  repulfed  from.  We  now  defined 
for  the  prefent,  and  returned  to  our  former  polition,  in  order  to  procure 
water,  the  men  and  horfes  not  having  drank  during  the  whole  ciay. 
We  found  fome  fprings  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  but  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  had  drained  them,  and  left  nothing  but  mud.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  other  fortrefs  which  we  had  obferved;  there  was  a  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  league  and  a  half  between  the  two.  Here,  in  a  grove 
of  mulberry  trees  we  found  a  fountain,  but  very  fcanty  of  water,  and 
under  thefe  trees  we  halted  for  fome  time.  At  the  foot  of  the  rock 
whereon  the  fort  was,  ftood  a  fmall  village.  The  people  above  began 
at  our  approach  to  (hoot  at  us,  and  appeared  in  much  more  confiderable 
numbers  than  in  the  former  place,  and  their  lituation  was  fuch  that  no 
(hot  from  us  could  take  eflred:  upon  them.  For  fome  diftance  from  the 
level  ground,  there  was  an  appearance  of  paths  up  the  rock,  but  it  al- 
together prefented  extreme  difficulties. 

On  the  enfuing  day  we  attacked,  our  principal  body  climbing  the 
rock  very  flowly  and  with  great  fatigue,  nor  could  we  have  ever  afcend- 
ed  to  the  w^orks,  for  they  were  wounding  and  deftroying  us  by  rolling 
down  maflfes.  of  rock  on  our  heads,  but  that  fortunately  for  us  there  was 
within  (liot  of  the  poft  another  rock  which  commanded  it,  and  to  this 
all  our  fire  arms  and  crofsbow-men  were  detached ;  and  although  they 
were  rather  too  far  off  to  have  much  effe(5t,  yet  having  killed  feveral  of 
the  enemy  over  their  ramparts,  it  threw  them  off  their  defence,  and  they 
offered  to  fubmit,     Cortes  called  for  five  of  their  chiefs  to  defcend,  and 
reprehending  them  for  having  been  the  aggreffors,  he  told  them  that  he 
would  pardon  them  on  condition  that  they  induced  thofe  who  were  in 
the  other  fortrefs  to  give  themfelves  up,  which  they  undertook  to  do. 
Cortes  then  ordered  the  two  captains  Juan  Xaramillo  and  Pedro  de  Ircio, 
and  the  enfign,  Corral,  to  afcend  to  the  fort  which  had  been  furrendered, 
bidding  me  accompany  them,  and  he  at  the  fame  time  warned  us  not  to 
touch  a  fingle  grain  of  maiz.     This  exprefiion  I  confidered  as  implying 
that  we  fhould  do  ourfelves  what  good  we  had  in  our  power.     We 
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found  it  to  confifl:  of  an  extenfive  plain  on  the  fummit  of  a  perpendicu- 
lar rock ;  the  entrance  was  by  an  aperture  not  much  larger  than  twice 
the  lize  of  the  mouth  of  an  oven.  It  was  completely  filled  with  men, 
women,,  and  children,  but  they  had  not  a  idngle  drop  of  water,  and  about 
twenty  of  their  warriors  were  killed,  and  many  wounded.  Their  pro- 
perty was  all  packed  iip  in  bales,  and  here  was  alfo  a  confiderable  tri- 
bute, colleded  in  order  to  be  fent  to  Mexico.  I  had  brought  four  of 
my  Indian  fervants  with  me,  and  began  to  load  them,  and  alfo  four  of 
the  natives ;  upon  which  Captain  De  Ircio  came  and  told  me  to  lay  down 
the  packs  immediately,  or  he  would  report  me  to  the  general,  aiking  if 
I  had  not  heard  his  orders  not  to  touch  a  grain  of  maize.  I  replied  that 
I  had  heard  the  orders  that  the  maize  (hould  not  be  taken,  and  that  was 
the  reafon  why  I  took  the  packages ;  but  he  would  not  fuffer  any  of  it 
to  gOj  and  on  our  return  reported  me  to  Cortes,  expelling  that  I  fhould 
receive  blame;  but  Cortes  was  not  fo  difpofed,  faying  on  the  contrary, 
that  he  was  forry  I  had  not  got  the  fpoil,  and  that  the  dogs  (hould  keep 
their  property,  and  laugh  at  us,  after  all  the  mifchief  which  they  had 
done.  De  Ircio  on  this  widicd  to  return  thither;  but  Cortes  told  him 
that  the  time  did  not  then  admit  of  it.  By  this,  the  chiefs  had  arrived 
from  the  firft  fortrefs,  the  garrifon  of  which  agreed  to  fubmit,  and  we 
returned,  being  compelled  by  want  of  water,  to  the  town  of  Guaztepe- 
que,  where  was  the  noble  garden  I  have  before  mentioned.  In  this 
garden  our  whole  force  lodged  for  the  night;  I  certainly  never  had  feen 
one  of  fuch  magnificence,  and  Cortes  and  the  treafurer  Alderete,  after 
they  had  walked  through  and  examined  it,  declared  that  it  was  admira- 
ble, and  equal  to  any  that  they  had  ever  feen  in  Caftille. 

•Qn  ithe  enfuing  day  we  marched  for  Cuernabaca.  The  Mexicans 
who -were  in  that  town  came  out  and  attacked  us,  but  we  defeated  and 
drove  them  to  a  town  named  Tepuztlan,  which  we  took  by  furprife, 
making  a  great  booty  of  Indian  women,  and  other  fpoils.  Cortes  fum- 
.moned  the  chiefs  three  or  four  times,  to  fubmit,  and  on  their  refufal  to 
come  in,  and  in  order  to  ftrike  terror  into  others,  fet  fire  to  about  one 
half  of  the  houfes.     At  this  time  the  chiefs  of  a  diftri<5t  named  Yauh- 

tepeque 


(    ^7^     ) 

tepeque  came  to  wait  on  Cortes  and  make  their  fubmiflion.  On  the 
next  day  we  arrived  at  the  large  town  of  Ciiernabaca,  or  Coadlavaca,  in 
a  very  ftrong  fituation,  on  account  of  a  deep  ravine  caufed  by  a  rivulet 
which  runs  at  the  depth  of  at  leaft  forty  feet,  although  there  is  not 
much  water,  and  which  precluded  all  accefs  to  the  town  except  by  two 
bridges,  which  the  inhabitants  had  broken  upon  our  approach.  Cortes 
however  being  informed  that  about  half  a  league  higher  up  was  a 
palTage  pradicable  for  the  cavalry,  went  thither  with  them j  and 
we  all  fearched  for  palTes,  and  at  length  difcovered  a  very  dangerous 
one,  over  fome  trees  which  hung  acrofs  from  the  two  oppolite  fides  of 
the  ravine.  About  thirty  of  us,  and  many  Tlafcalans,  made  our  way 
over,  by  the  help  of  thofe  trees,  with  great  difficulty,  three  fell  into  the 
water,  and  one  broke  his  leg.  ft  was  indeed  a  truly  frightful  attempt; 
I  for  a  time  entirely  loft  my  fight,  from  the  depth  and  danger.  We 
who  got  over,  falling  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy  unexped:edly , 
and  being  juft  then  joined  by  part  of  our  cavalry  who  had  crofTed  a 
bridge  which  was  not  entirely  deftroyed,  now  drove  the  enemy  from 
this  poft,  to  the  neighbouring  woods  and  rocks.  In  the  town  we  found 
confiderable  property,  and  here  we  were  again  lodged  in  a  large  garden, 
belonging  to  the  lord  of  the  diftrid:.  A  deputation  of  twenty  of  the 
principal  Indians  waited  on  Cortes,  apologizing  for  the  hoftilities  com-, 
mitted,  the  blame  of  which  they  threw  on  the  Mexicans,  offering  to 
fubmit  themfelves  and  obferving,  as  I  recolledl,  that  their  gods  had 
been  permitted  by  ours  to  punifh  them. 

Suchimileco,  the  objed:  of  our  march,  is  a  large  city  on  the  frefli. 
water  lake,  in  which  moft  of  the  houfes  are  built.  As  it  was  late  when 
we  fetout  from  Coadlavaca,  and  the  weather  exceilively  fultry,  our  troops 
fuffered  dreadfully  from  the  want  of  water,  not  a  drop  whereof  was  to  , 
be  met  with  on  our  route.  Our  allies  fainted  on  the  road  in  numbers; 
one  of  them  died,  and  alfo  one  of  our  foldiers.  Cortes  feeing  the  dif^ 
trefTes  of  the  army,  halted  under  fome  pine  trees,  and  fent  a  party  for- 
ward to  feek  for  relief.  When  I  faw  them  about  to  fet  off,  my  friend 
Chriftoval  de  Oli  being  one  of  them,  I.brOught  three  of  my  Indian  fer- 
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vants  with  me,  and  followed  the  party,  which  they  obferving, 
halted  in  order  to  make  me  return,  but  I  was  refolved,  and  De  Oli  at 
laft  affcnted,  telling  me  I  muft  exped:  to  fight  my  way.  About  half  a 
league  in  front  were  fome  villages  on  the  fide  of  a  ridge.  The  cavalry 
went  thither  and  found  water  in  the  houfes,  and  one  of  my  fervants 
brought  me  from  thence  a  large  jar,  which  they  ufe  in  that  country,  full 
of  water.  I  then  determined  to  return,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
had  begun  to  take  the  alarm.  I  found  Cortes  juft  fetting  forward  on 
his  march,  and  gave  him  and  the  captains  a  hearty  draught  each  out  of 
the  jar,  which  my  fervants  carried  very  well  concealed,  for  thirft  con- 
fiders  itfelf  before  any  one.  We  arrived  at  the  villages  and  found  water, 
though  not  much ;  the  fun  was  then  near  fetting,  and  our  cavalry  came 
in  and  reported  that  the  whole  country  was  in  movement  againft  us  ,•  we 
therefore  halted  here.  I  was  on  the  night  guard,  and  recoiled:  that  it 
was  very  windy  and  rainy.  Several  of  our  foldiers  were  taken  ill  with 
inflamations  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  from  eating  a  fpecies  of  thiftle  or 
artichoke,  to  quench  their  thirft. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  purfued  our  route,  and  about  eight 
o'clock  arrived  at  Suchimilcco.  I  can  give  no  idea  of  the  number  of  the 
enemies  troops  which  were  gathered  here,  they  were  mfuch  vaft  bodies. 
They  had  broken  down  the  bridge  which  was  in  front,  and  fortified 
themfelves  with  parapets  and  pallifades ;  their  leaders  were  armed  with 
fwords  which  they  had  taken  from  us  in  the  fatal  night  of  Mexico,  and 
which  they  had  poliflied  and  tnade  very  bright.  The  attack  lafted  for 
half  an  hour  at  the  bridge.  Some  of  our  people  paffed  the  water  by 
fwimming,  and  fome  loft  their  lives  in  it.  What  was  worfl,  feveral 
bodies  fell  on  our  flanks  and  rear.  When  our  cavalry  had  got  on  firm 
ground,  with  the  lofs  of  two  more  of  our  foldiers  killed,  we  drove  them 
before  us,  but  a  reinforcement  of  at  leaft  ten  thoufand  Mexicans  jufl  then 
arrived,  and  received  the  charge  of  our  cavalry,  four  of  whom  they 
wounded.  Here  the  good  cheiiiut  horfe  which  our  Cortes  rode  tired 
under  him  amongft  a  croud  of  the  enemy,  who  pulled  or  knocked  the 
general  down,  with  the  intention  of  taking  him  alive;  more  crouds  now 
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gathered  about  him,  and  were  hurrying  him  off,  but  a  body  of  our 
Tlafcalan  alUes  headed  by  the  brave  Chrifloval  de  Olea  came  to  his  ref- 
cue,  and  remounted  him,  though  he  was  feverely  wounded  in  the  head. 
Olea  alfo  received  three  defperate  wounds  from  the  fwords  of  the 
enemy. 

»' 
'  As  all  the  ftreets  of  the  town  were  full  of  Mexican  troops,  we 
were  obliged  to  divide  into  bodies  and  fight  feparatcly ;  but  thofe  who 
were  neareft,  knowing  by  the  outcry  and  noife  that  it  was  very  ferious 
in  that  part  where  Cortes  commanded,  hurried  thither,  and  found  him 
with  about  fifteen  of  the  cavalry  in  a  very  embar raffed  lituation,  among 
the  canals  and  parapets.  We  then  forced  the  enemy  to  give  ground, 
and  brought  off  our  Cortes  and  Olea.  On  firft  paffing  the  bridge, 
Cortes  had  ordered  the  cavalry  in  two  divifions,  to  clear  our  flanks. 
At  this  time  they  returned  to  us,  every  one  of  them  wounded,  and  re- 
ported that  the  numbers  were  fuch  that  their  efforts  were  unavailing. 

We  were  in  an  enclofed  court,  drefling  our  wounds  with  burnt 
oil,  and  tearing  cloth  to  bind  them,  when  the  cavalry  came  in;  and  in 
a  (hort  time  after,  fuch  a  volley  of  arrows  came  among  us  that  very  few 
efcaped  unhurt.  We  now,  together  with  the  cavalry,  fallied  out  among 
the  enemy,  and  ufed  our  fwords  to  fuch  effed:  that  they  left  a  confide- 
rable  number  behind  them  on  the  ground ;  our  lofs  being,  one  man  and 
two  horfes  killed.  Having  now  a  little  breathing  time,  for  the  enemy 
defifted  from  their  attempt  to  ftorm  our  poft,  Cortes  brought  his  troops 
to  the  large  enclofures  where  were  the  temples  of  the  Indians,  and  fome 
of  our  party  going  to  the  top,  which  commanded  Mexico  and  the  whole 
lake,  perceived  above  two  thoufand  canoes  coming  from  the  city  againfl 
us  full  of  troops .  A  body  of  ten  thoufand  men  alfq  marched  on  the 
land  fide,  to  attack  us  on  that  night,  and  another  body  of  ten  thoufand 
Was  in  readinefs  as  a  relief.  All  this  we  learned  from  five  of  the  chiefs 
whom  we  made  prifoners.  We  pofled  flrong  guards  at  thofe  places 
where  the  enemy  were  to  difembark,  the  cavalry  were  in  readinefs  to 
a(fl  upon  the  roads  and  firm  ground,  and  conflant  patroles  were  kept 
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going  during  the  night.  I  and  ten  more  foldiers  were  polled  as  a  guard 
upon,  a  wall  of  lime  and  flone,  which  commanded  one  of  the  landing 
places.  While  we  were  on  the  watch,  we  heard  a  noife  which  we  knew 
to  be  occalioned  by  the  approach  of  a  party  of  the  enemy.  We  wer^ 
prepared,  and  beat  jthem  off,  fending  one  of  our  foldiers  to  make  a  re-  ' 
port  to  Cortes.  The  enemy  returned  in  a  very  fhort  time,  and  attack- 
ing us  again,  knocked  down  two  of  our  party,  and  then  drew  off  to 
attempt  a  landing  at  another  place,  which  was  a  fmall  gate  upon  a.  deep 
canal.  The  night  was  very  dark,  and  as  thefe  people  are  not  accuftom- 
ed  to  figjit  during  that  feafon^  it  appeared  that  their  two  armies  fell  into 
confufion,  and  contrary  to  the  orders  they  received,  formed  inonebody^ 
making  at  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  men. 

I  mull  now  fpeak  of  myfelf,  not  meaning  it  however  in  the  way 
of  boafl.  When  our  report  reached  Cortes,  he  came  to  us  with  ten  of 
the  cavalry,  and  as  he  approached  without  fpeaking,  I  challenged, 
**  who  goes  there?'*  arid  getting  no  anfwer,  I  and  my  comrade,  one 
Gonzalo  Sanchez  a  Portuguefe  of  Algarve,  fent  three  or  four  fhots  at 
them.  Cortes  knowing  our  voices  obferved  to  thofe  with  him,  that 
this  poll  required  no  vifiting,  for  we  were  two  of  his  veterans.  He 
then  remarked  to  us  that  our  ilation  was  a  dangerous  one,  and  turning 
about  without  faying  any  more,  he  continued  his  rounds.  I  afterwards 
heard  that  one  of  Narvaez*s  foldiers  was  whipped  for  negligence  on  this 
night. 

Our  powder  being  all  exhaufled,  Cortes  ordered  us  to  prepare  a 
good  flore  of  arrows,  which  we  were  employed  during  the  night  in 
heading  and  feathering,  under  the  dired:ions  of  Pedro  Barba  the  captain 
of  the  crofsbow-men.  At  day  break  the  enemy  attacked  us,  but  with- 
out much  fuccefs;  for  we  killed  feveral  of  their  leaders,  and  took  many 
of  them  prifoners,  with  the  lofs  of  but  one  Spaniard  killed.  Our  ca- 
valry who  had  advanced,  fell  in  with  the  Mexicans,  and  not  being 
ftrong  enough  to  attack  them,  fent  back  for  aiTiftance;  on  which  the 
whole  of  our  Ibrce  fallied  out.     We  charged  and  defeated  the  enemy » 
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and  made  feveral  prifoncrs,  who  informed  us  of  the  plan  of  the  Mexi- 
cans to  wear  us  out  hy  incclTant  attacks.  We  therefore  dctennined  to 
quit  that  place  on  the  enfuing  day.  In  the  interim,  our  troops  and 
allies  having  intelligence  of  the  wealth  which  was  in  the  town,  got 
fome  of  the  prifoners  to  point  out  to  them  the  houfes  that  contained  it, 
the  approach  to  which  was  by  a  caufeway  with  fmall  bridges  over  the 
(Canals,  for  they  flood  on  the  frefh  water  lake.  From  thefe  they  return- 
ed loaded  with  cotton  cloths  and  other  valuables,  and  this  example  in- 
duced others  to  follow  it.  Unfortunately,  w^hile  thus  employed,  a  body 
of  Mexicans  in  canoes  came  upon  them,  and  wounding  many,  feized 
four  foldiers  of  the  company  of  Captain  De  Monjaraz,  alive,  and  hur- 
rying them  into  their  vefTels,  carried  them  to  Mexico  in  triumph.  From 
thefe  men  Guatimotzin  the  King  of  Mexico  was  informed  of  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  our  numbers,  and  our  great  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded.  After 
having  queftioned  them  as  much  as  he  thought  proper,  he  commanded 
their  hands  and  feet  to  be  cut  off,  and  in  this  lamentable  condition  fent 
them  through  many  diflri6ts  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  a  fample  of  what 
he  expelled  to  do  by  us  all,  and  after  having  thus  exhibited  them 
through  the  countr)^  they  wete  put  to  death.  The  enfuing  morning 
afforded  opportunity  for  frefh  attacks  upon  us,  as  had  been  regularly 
the  cafe  for  the  four  days  during  which  we  flaid  in  Suchioielco. 

Previous  to  our  march,  Cortes  drew  his  troops  to  an  open  place  a 
little  out  of  the  town,  where  the  market  was  held.  Here  he  formed  us, 
and  then  made  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  dwelt  upon  the  dangers  we  had  to 
go  through  in  our  retreat,  and  the  great  bodies  of  the  enemy  that  waited 
us  on  the  road;  for  which  reafon,  he  ftrongly  inlifted  on  the  necefhty 
of  leaving  all  the  luggage  behind;  but  we  replied  that  we  were  men 
able  to  defend  our  properties,  our  perfons,  and  his  alfo;  and  that  it 
would  be  very  paltry  in  us  to  abandon  what  wc  had  acquired.  When 
he  faw  our  determination,  he  put  us  in  order  for  the  march,  the  bag- 
gage in  the  center,  and  the  cavalry  forming  the  advanced  and  rear  guard; 
and  it  was  prote(5ted  alfo  by  our  crofsbow^-men,  for  as  to  our  mufquetry 
it  was  ufelefs  from  want  of  powder.     The  enemy  attacked  us  upon  our 
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retreat,  purfuing  us  as  far  as  Cuyocan.  There  were  in  this  neighbour- 
hood cluflers  of  towns,  each  of  conliderablc  magnitude,  built  in  the 
water,  at  the  diftancc  of  two  leagues  from  Mexico,  and  about  a  league 
and  an  half  from  each  other.  They  amounted  to  above  ten  in  number. 
It  was  the  inhabitants  of  all  thofe  who  had  joined  together  at  this  time 
to  attack  us ;  their  names  were  Suchimelco,  Cuyoacan,  Chohuilobufco, 
Iztapalapa,  Coadlavaca,  Mefquique,  and  others.  We  halted  for  two 
days  at  Cuyoacan,  which  we  found  abandoned,  attending  the  wounded, 
and  making  arrows  for  our  crofsbows.  On  the  third  morning  we 
fet  out  upon  our  march  for  Tacuba,  and  were  attacked  as  ufual,  but 
our  cavalry  drove  the  enemy  to  their  ditches  and  canals. 

Cortes  at  this  time  determined  to  lay  an  ambufcade,  and  accordingly 
fet  out  with  ten  of  the  cavalry  and  four  fervants.  He  foon  fell  in  with 
a  party  of  Mexicans  who  fled  before  him,  and  imprudently  prefling 
them  too  far,  a  large  body  of  their  warriors  ftarted  out  upon  him,  and 
in  their  firft  attack  wounded  all  the  horfes,  and  getting  two  of  the  at- 
tendants of  Cortes  in  their  hands,  carried  them  to  Mexico  to  be  facrifi- 
ced,  the  reft  having  a  moft  narrow  efcape.  Our  main  body  reached  the 
head  quarters  at  Tacuba  with  the  baggage  in  fafety,  and  not  hearing 
any  thing  of  Cortes  or  his  party  of  cavalry,  we  fufpedted  fome  misfor- 
tune. Alvarado,  De  Oli,  Tapia,  I,  and  fome  more  therefore  went  in 
fearch  of  him,  towards  that  part  whither  we  faw  them  go,  and  we 
foon  met  two  of  his  fervants,  who  informed  us  of  what  had  happen- 
ed. In  a  (hort  time  Cortes  came  up  to  us;  he  was  very  fad,  and 
weeping. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  quarters  at  Tacuba  it  rained  heavily,  and 
we  remained  under  it  for  two  hours  in  fome  large  enclofed  courts.  The 
general,  with  his  captains,  the  treafurer,  our  reverend  father,  and  ma- 
ny others  of  us,  mounted  to  the  top  of  the  temple  which  commanded 
all  the  lake,  and  afforded  a  moft  furprifing  and  pleafing  fpe(5tacle,  from 
the  multitude  of  cities  rifing  as  it  were  out  of  the  water,  and  the  innu- 
merable quantity  of  boats  employed  in  fifhing,  or  rapidly  pafting  to  and 

fro. 


(     277    ) 

fro.  All  of  us  agreed  in  giving  glory  to  God,  for  making  us  the  in- 
ftruments  of  rendering  fuch  fervices :  the  reverend  father  alfo  confoled 
Cortes,  who  was  very  fad  on  account  of  his  late  lofs.  When  we  con- 
templated the  fcenes  of  what  had  happened  to  us  in  Mexico,  and  which 
we  could  well  trace  from  where  we  flood,  it  made  Cortes  much  more 
fad  than  before.  It  was  on  this  that  the  romance  was  written  which 
begins, 

'*  In  Tacuba  was  Cortes,  with  many  a  gallant  chief, 

**  He  thought  upon  his  lolTes,  and  bowed  his  head  with  grief. 

One  of  our  foldiers,  the  bachelor  Alonzo  Perez,  who  was  afterwards 
fifcal  near  Mexico,  in  order  to  confole  him,  obferved,  that  thofe  things 
were  the  common  fortune  of  war,  and  that  they  could  not  at  prefent 
compare  him  to  Nero  viewing  Rome  on  fire.  Cortes  anfwered  that  he 
was  only  fad  from  the  reflection  of  the  dangers  and  fatigues  that  we 
fhould  have  to  go  through,  but  that  he  would  fhortly  put  his  hand  to 
the  bufinefs.  Our  captains  and  foldiers  now  confulted,  whether  it  would 
not  be  eligible  to  take  a  view  of  the  caufeway,  but  it  was  thought  not 
prudent,  and  we  continued  our  march  by  Efcapuzalco,  which  was 
abandoned,  to  Tenayuca,  where,  in  the  great  temple,  they  worfhipped 
three  ferpents.  From  this  place,  which  was  alfo  abandoned,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Guatitlan,  and  during  the  whole  days  march  it  never  ceafed 
raining;  whereby,  together  with  the  weight  of  our  arms,  we  came  in 
dreadfully  fatigued. 

The  enemy  gave  us  fome  alarms  in  the  night,  during  which  it 
rained  heavily,  no  watch  being  kept  by  us  on  account  of  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  as  I  can  teflify,  my  pofl  not  having  been  vifited  either  by 
rounds  or  corporal.  Marching  through  four  or  five  towns  which  were 
abandoned,  by  a  road  deep  in  mud,  we  arrived  in  two  days  more  at 
Aculman  in  the  diflridl  of  Tezcuco,  where  we  found  that  a  reinforce^ 
ment  to  our  army  had  newly  arrived  from  Caflille*     On  the  next  day 
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"we  proceeded  to  Tezcuco,  and  arrived  fatigued,  worn  out,  and  dimi- 
nifhed  in  numbers. 

A  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  Cortes  was  at  this  time  formed,  by 
an  adherent  of  the  governor  of  Cuba,  one  Anthonio  de  Villafana,  na- 
tive of  Zamora  or  of  Toro,  and  fome  of  the  other  foldiers  of  Narvaez, 
whofe  names  I  will  not  mention.  The  affaffination  was  to  have  been 
executed  in  the  following  manner.  A  vefTel  having  lately  arrived  from 
Caftille,  a  letter  was  to  be  brought  to  the  general,  as  from  his  father, 
and  as  if  it  had  come  by  that  opportunity  j  which  letter  was  to  be  de- 
livered as  he  fat  at  table  with  his  officers  and  foldiers,  and  when  he  had 
opened,  and  was  in  the  acSt  of  reading  it,  the  confpirators  were  to  fall 
on  and  afTaffinate  him  with  their  poinards,  together  with  all  of  us  who 
were  in  his  company.  When  every  thing  was  arranged,  the  confpira- 
tors communicated  their  intentions  to  two  principal  perfons  whom  I  will 
not  name,  but  who  had  been  on  the  expedition  with  us,  one  of  whom 
on  the  death  of  Cortes  they  meant  to  have  appointed  captain  general. 
The  offices  of  alguazil  major,  enfign,  alcaldes,  regidor,  contador, 
treafurer,  veedor,  and  others  of  this  kind  were  to  have  been  filled  up 
from  a^nong  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez,  and  they  had  divided  amongft 
them  our  properties  and  horfes.  The  bufinefs  was  difcovered  two  days 
after  our  arrival  at  Tezcuco,  by  God's  mercy,  who  did  not  chufe  that 
New  Spain  fhould  have  been  fo  loft;  for  if  we  had  been  put  to  death, 
all  would  have  fallen  into  confufion  and  fadtion. 

It  feems  a  faithful  foldicr  made  the  difcovery  to  Cortes,  who  im- 
mediately took  proper  fteps  to  prevent  the  mifchief  from  fpreading,  for 
he  underftood  it  to  be  condu(5ted  by  perfons  of  quality.  As  foon  as  it 
was  made  clear  to  him,  he  gave  large  rewards  for  the  information. 
He  then  communicated  it  to  all  our  captains,  namely,  alvarado,  De 
Lugo,  De  Oli,  Sandoval,  and  Tapia,  alfo  to  me,  and  to  the  two  Al- 
<;aldes  of  that  year,  Luis  Marin,  and  Pedro  de  Ircio;  in  fhort  to  all  of 
his  party.  As  foon  as  we  knew  of  it  we  prepared  ourfelves,  and  attend- 
■cd  Cortes  to  the  quarters  of  Villafana,  vvhere  we  found  him  and  many 
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others  of  the  confpirators.  The  four  alguazils  feized  Villafana;  the 
others  attempted  to  efcape  by  flight,  but  Cortes  ordei;ed  them  to  be  de- 
tained, and  fome  of  them  he  committed  to  prifon.  Cortes  then  took 
from  the  bofom  of  Villafana  a  paper,  with  the  (ignatures  of  thofe  who 
were  concerned  with  him,  in  confideration  for  whom  however,  he  cau- 
fed  the  report  to  be  circulated,  that  it  had  been  fwallowed  by  Villafana,. 
without  his  having  feen  it.  He  was  immediately  put  upon  his  trial,  but 
voluntarily  made  a  confeflion,  according  to  which,  and  to  the  teftimony 
of  many  witnefles,  he  was  condemned  by  his  judges,  the  two  alcaldes, 
conjointly  with  Cortes,  and  De  Oli  who  fat  by  virtue  of  his  office. 
Shortly  after  his  condemnation,  having  confelTed  himfelf  to  the  reve- 
rend Father  Juan  Diaz,  he  was  hanged  from  a  window  of  the  apart- 
ment. 

Of  the  feveral  others  who  were  af  refted,  no  more  were  proceeded 
againft;  enough  having  been  done  for  example  and  intimidation.  Cor- 
tes however  to  prevent  fuch  attempts  in  future  thought  it  prudent  to  ap- 
point a  guard  for  his  perfon,  compofed  of  valiant  and  faithful  foldiers. 
They  were  felecfted  from  thofe  who  had  been  with  him  from  the  firfl, 
and  were  commanded  by  a  gentleman  named  Anthonio  de  Quinones. 
Henceforward,  although  he  fhowed  great  attention  to  thofe  who  had 
been  in  the  confpiracy,  and  treated  them  in  the  beil  manner,  he  took 
care  to  be  on  his  guard  with  them. 

At  this  time  came  out  an  order  for  all  the  priioners  to  be  brought 
to  an  appointed  place,  in  order  to  be  marked.  Not  to  take  up  time  with 
repetitions  of  the  ftory  I  will  fum  up  all  in  one  obfervation  which  is,  that 
if  what  was  ill  done  the  firft  time,  was  worfe  done  the  fecond,  this 
third  was  worft  of  all;  for  after  the  royal  fifth  had  been  drawn  out, 
Cortes  took  his  own,  and  then  came  no  lefs  than  thirty  fucceflive  drafts 
for  the  captains.  Bcfides,  thofe  handfome  and  good  female  prifoners 
which  we  put  in  to  be  marked  were  ftolen  out  of  thp  crowd,  and  were 
•kept  concealed  until  it  was  no  longer  inconvenient  to  produce  them. 

-  The 


(     28o     ) 

The  brigantlnes  were  now  finifhed,  and  the  canal  brought  to  a 
fufficient  width  and  depth  to  float  them  to  the  lake.  Cortes  therefore 
ilTued  a  circular  notice  to  all  the  diftridls  of  our  alliance  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Tezcuco,  to  fend  him  each  within  the  fpace  of  the  next 
eight  days,  eight  thoufand  arrow  heads  made  of  copper;  alfo  an  equal 
number  of  fhafts,  of  a  particular  wood.  By  the  expiration  of  the  given 
time  the  whole  number  was  brought,  executed  to  a  degree  of  perfe(51: ion 
which  exceeded  the  pattern.  Captain  P.  Barba  who  commanded  the 
crofsbow-men  ordered  each  of  his  foldiers  to  provide  themfelves  with 
two  cords  and  nuts,  and  to  prove  the  range  of  their  bows,  for  one  of 
the  laft  fhips  which  came  from  Caflille  had  brought  out  a  fupply  of  the 
materials  to  make  cords,  and  alfo  of  powder.  Cortes  ordered  the  caval- 
ry to  have  their  lances  well  pointed,  and  to  ufe  their  horfes  to  daily  ex- 
crcife;  and  he  at  this  time  fent  an  exprefs  to  Xicotenga  the  elder,  other-, 
wife  Don  Lorenzo  de  Vargas,  for  twenty  thoufand  of  the  warriors  of 
his  nation,  and  thofe  of  Guaxocingo  and  Cholulaj  and  he  fent  fimilar 
notices  to  Chalco  and  Talmalanco,  fummoning  them  to  a  general  ren- 
dezvous, on  the  day  after  the  feail  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  at  which  time 
Don  Hernando  our  ally  of  Tezcuco  was  alfo  to  join  us  with  all  his 
forces. 

On  the  day  after  the  feflival  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  Cortes  infpedcd 
his  army  in  the  large  quadrangles  of  Tezcuco.  They  amounted  to  eigh- 
ty four  cavalry,  fix  hundred  and  fifty  infantry  with  fword  and  buckler 
or  lances,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  four  mufqueteers  and  crofsbow- 
men.  Out  of  this  number  he  took  for  the  fen^ice  of  his  fleet  twelve  of 
the  mufqueteers  or  croisbow-men,  and  twelve  of  the  other  infantry  for 
rowers,  under  the  command  of  a  captain,  to  each  vefTel;  he  alfo  diflri- 
buted  twenty  cannoniers  through  the  whole  fleet,  which  he  armed  with 
what  guns  fit  for  this  fervice  we  had  in  our  flores. 

Having  thus  difl:ributed  his  force,  Cortes  gave  the  following  or- 
ders. Firfl:,  no  perfon  to  utter  any  blafphemy  againfl:  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Holy  Virgin  his  mother,  the  Holy  Apoftles,  nor  any  other 
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of  the  faints,  under  heavy  penalties.  Second,  no  foldier  to  ill  treat  our 
allies  in  their  perfons  or  properties.  Third,  no  foldier  to  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  quarters  on  any  pretence.  Fourth,  every  foldier  to  be  ful- 
ly provided  w^ith  arms  ofFenfive  and  defcnlive.  Fifth,  no  foldier  to 
ftake  his  horfe  or  arms  at  gaming.  Sixth,  no  foldier  to  fleep  out  of 
armour,  or  without  his  w^eapons  bcfide  him,  except  in  cafe  of  wounds 
or  ficknefs.  Laftly,  penalty  of  death  for  fleeping  on,  or  abfence  from 
a  centinels  pofl:,  abfence  from  quarters  without  leave,  quitting  the  ranks 
in  the  field,  or  flight  in  battle. 

Although  a  number  of  our  people  had  ferved  as  failors  before,  there 
was  a  great  averfenefs  on  the  prefent  occaiion  among  them  to  a6t  as 
rowers.  The  general  was  therefore  obliged  to  make  enquiry,  and  con- 
fidering  all  thofe  who  belonged  to,  or  were  natives  of  Palos,  Mogucr, 
Triano,  El  Puerto,  or  any  other  feaport,  or  who  had  been  known  to 
have  been  employed  in  fifhing,  as  being  of  the  profeflion,  he  ordered 
them  to  the  oars,  and  although  many  of  thefe  brought  their  gentility 
as  an  objedlion,  he  would  not  hear  of  it,  but  enforced  his  orders;  by 
which  he  obtained  one  hundred  and  fifty,  who  were,  as  it  will  appear 
in  the  fequel,  better  fituated  than  any  of  us  who  had  to  bear  the  weight 
and  dangers  of  the  field.  The  crews  being  embarked,  each  brigantinc 
hoiftcd  a  royal  fiandard,  and  alfo  its  peculiar  one.  The  general  then 
appointed  the  captains  as  follows :  Garci  Holguin,  Pedr6  Barba,  Juan 
de  Limpias  Carvajal  the  deaf,  Juan  Xaremillo,  Geronymo  Ruiz  de  la 
Mora,  Carvajal  his  companion  who  is  now  very  old  and  lives  in  the 
ftreet  of  St.  Francis,  one  Portillo,  a  good  foldier  with  an  handfomc 
wife,  Zamora,  mafler  of  a  fhip,  now  living  in  Guaxaca,  Colmenero  a 
mariner  and  brave  foldier,  Lerma,  Gines  Nortes,  Briones  native  of  Sal- 
amanca, another  whofe  name  I  have  forgotten,  and  Miguel  diaz  de  Auz. 
To  thefe  he  gave  infi:ru(5lions  how  they  were  to  a^t,  and  with  what  of- 
ficers of  the  land  forces  they  were  to  cooperate. 

At  this  time  arrived  the  army  of  our  allies  of  Tlafcala  under  the 
command  of  the  younger  Xicotenga.     He  brought  with  him  his  two 
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brothers.  In  this  army  alfo  came  fome  of  the  warriors  of  Cholula,  and 
Guaxocinga,  but  not  in  any  confiderable  number.  The  alacrity  of  the 
whole  body  appeared  in  their  arrival  a  day  previous  to  that  appointed; 
they  advanced  in  great  parade,  each  chief  having  a  flandard  with  their 
national  device,  a  white  fpread  eagle,  embroidered  upon  it.  They  en- 
tered the  town  in  high  fpirits,  fhouting  *'Cafl:illa!  Caftilla!  Tlafcalai 
"  TIafcala!  live  the  Emperor!'*  and  it  was  about  three  hours  from  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  their  advanced  party,  until  the  rear  had  come  in. 
Cortes,  with  many  compliments,  difmilTed  them  to  their  quarters,  and 
promifing  to  make  them  all  rich  on  their  return  to  their  nativt  country. 
We  now  heard  that  the  Mexicans  had  put  to  death  three  of  our  foldiers 
who  had  been  left  by  Pizarro  to  fearch  for  mines,  one  only,  named  Bar- 
rientos,  efcaping  to  Chinanta,  where  he  was  protedbed. 

Our  general  made  his  difpofition  for  the  attack  upon  the  city  of 
Mexico  as  follows. 

Pedro  de  Alvarado,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  thirty 
cavalry,  eighteen  mufqueteers  and  crofsbow^-men,  and  eight  thoufand 
Tlafcalans  was  to  take  pofl  at  Tacuba,  having  to  affifl  him  Jorge  de  Al- 
varado his  brother,  Gutierre  de  Badajos,  and  Andres  de  Monjaras,  each 
of  whom  was  captain  of  a  company,  confifting  of  fifty  infantry,  and  a 
third  of  the  crofsbow-men  and  mufqueteers,  the  cavalry  being  command- 
ed by  Alvarado  in  perfon.     To  this  detachment  I  was  appointed. 

Chriiloval  de  Oli,  having  under  him  the  captains  Andres  de  Tapia, 
Francifca  Verdugo,  Francifco  de  Lugo,  thirty  cavalry,  one  hundred 
and  feventy  five  infantry,  twenty  mufqueteers  and  crofsbow-men,  and 
eight  thoufand  Indians  was  to  take  poft  at  Cuyoacan,  and  Gonzalo  dc 
Sandoval,  with  captains  Luis  Marin  and  P.  de  Ircio,  at  the  head  of 
twenty  four  cavalry,  bne  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  fourteen  mufque- 
teers and  crofsbow-men,  and  upwards  of  eight  thoufand  Indians  was 
to  take  his  poll  at  Iztapalapa.  The  two  firft  named  divifions  were  to 
march  by  the  right,  the  third  in  the  oppofite  dired;ion.     Sandovals 
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party  had  alfo  orders  not  to  march,  until  Cortes  who  commanded  the 
flotilla  in  perfon  (hould  launch  out  upon  the  lake. 

I  mull  now  advert  to  another  aiffair  which  happened  at  this  time. 
The  divilions  of  the  two  captains  in  chief  Alvarado  and  De  Oli  being 
prepared  to  fet  out,  in  order  not  to  be  incumbered  with  our  Indian  allies 
on  the  march,  we  fent  them  off  one  day  before  us,  with  orders  to  halt 
and  wait  for  our  arrival  when  they  came  upon  the  Mexican  territory. 
The  Tlafcalans  purfuing  their  march,  Chichimacatecle  remarked  the 
abfence  of  the  younger  Xicotenga,  the  commander  in  chief.  On  en- 
quiring it  was  found  that  he  had  fecretly  gone  away  on  the  preceding 
night  to  Tlafcala,  there  to  feize  and  pofTefs  himfelf  of  the  property 
and  territory  of  Chichimacatecle,  thinking  this  a  good  opportunity,  in 
the  abfence  of  that  chief  and  of  the  other  warriors  of  his  nation,  and 
fearing  no  oppofition  fince  the  death  of  Maxicatzin.  His  difinclination 
to  the  expedition  had  alfo  been  apparent  from  the  firft.  Chichimacate- 
cle, on  difcovering  the  defign  againfl  him,  immediately  returned  to 
Tezcuco  to  inform  Cortes,  who  on  hearing  it  difpatched  five  of  the 
chiefs  of  Tezcuco  and  two  of  Tlafcala  after  Xicotenga,  with  a  meffage 
from  him  to  requeft  his  return.  His  anfwer  was,  that  if  Maxicatzin 
and  his  old  father  hadljelieved  him,  they  would  not  be  now  ridden  by 
Cortes  in  the  manner  they  were,  and  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  return. 
This  anfwer  being  fent  back  to  Cortes,  he  commanded  an  alguazil  at- 
tended by  four  of  the  cavalry  and  five  chiefs  of  Tezcuco,  to  fet  out  im- 
mediately, giving  them  orders,  wherever  they  found  Xicotenga,  to 
feize  and  hang  him  without  ceremony.  Alvarado  interceded  ftrongly 
for  him,  but  ultimately  to  no  purpofe,  for  although  Cortes  appeared  to 
liften  to  him,  the  party  which  arrefted  Xicotenga  in  a  town  fubje6t  to 
Tezcuco,  there  hung  him  under  private  orders  of  Cortes  not  to  let  him 
go  from  thera  alive,  and  as  fome  fay  with  the  approbation  of  his 
father. 

This  affair  detained  us  one  day,  and  on  the  next,  the  two  detach- 
ments of  Alvarado  and  De  Oli  marched  by  the  fame  route,  and  halted 
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for  the  night,  in  a  place  fubjed  to  Tezcuco  named  Acuh"na.  Here  a 
difagreeable  affair  had  like  to  have  taken  place.  It  appeared  that  De 
Oli  had  fent  forward  to  take  quarters,  and  had  appropriated  evcr}^  houfe 
in  the  town  to  his  own  company,  marking  them  by  putting  green 
branches  on  the  terraces,  fb  that  when  Alvarado*s  detachment  arrived, 
we  had  not  a  place  to  lodge  in.  Our  foldiers  immediately  flood  to  their 
arms  to  fight  thofe  of  De  Oli,  and  the  two  captains  had  already  chal- 
lenged each  other,  but  feveral  of  the  more  moderate  ofKcers  interfering, 
they  were  pacified  for  the  prefent.  An  exprefs  was  immediately  fent  to 
Cortes,  who  wrote  to  everyone  of  any  influence  amongfl  our  detachments, 
condemning  the  fleps  which  had  been  taken,  and  earneflly  recommend- 
ing a  reconciliation.  After  this  Alvarado  and  De  Oli  never  were  friends. 

We  continued  our  march  for  two  days  more,  by  Mexican  cities 
which  were  abandoned,  the  lafl  of  which  was  Guatitlan;  and  on  the 
third,  pafTing  the  towns  of  Tenayuca  and  Efcapuzalco  where  we  found 
our  allies  *  waiting  for  us,  we  proceeded  to  Tacuba. 

The  enemy  gave  notice  by  their  noifes  that  they  were  about  us  in 
great  numbers,  and  our  two  detachments,  it  was  fettled,  fhould  on  the 
enfuing  day  go  to  cut  the  aqueduct  of  Chapultepeque.  At  the  time  ap- 
pointed, we  fet  out  with  our  allies,  and  though  the  enemy  attacked  us 
in  our  march,  we  fucceeded,  deflroying  the  pipes,  fo  that  from  that  day, 
no  more  frefh  water  came  to  Mexico.  It  was  now  determined  to  try 
our  fortune  againft  the  city,  and  fee  if  we  could  not  at  leaf!  get  pofTcfTion 
of  a  bridge  upon  the  caufeway  of  Tacuba.  When  we  arrived  there,  the 
immenfe  number  of  boats,  and  of  their  troops  on  the  land,  was  a  fub- 
jedt  of  aflonifhment.  By  the  firfl  volley  of  their  arrows  they  killed  three 
and  wounded  thirty  of  our  foldiers;  neverthelefs  we  advanced  to  the 
bridge,  the  enemy,  as  it  were  by  flratagem,  receding,  and  now  we  were 
upon  a  caufeway  twenty  feet  wide,  expofed  as  a  butt  to  the  arrows  of 
thofe  on  the  water  on  both  our  flanks.  Our  mufquetry  and  crofsbows 
had  no  efFedt  whatever  on  their  canoes  they  were  fo  well  prote(^ed;  as 
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to  the  cavalry  their  horfes  were  all  wounded,  and  if  they  purfued  the 
enemy  a  little  diftance  on  the  caufeway,  they  were  flopped  by  the  para- 
pets which  they  had  built  acrofs  it,  and  which  they  defended  with  long 
lances ;  and  when  our  infantry  advanced  againft  them  in  front,  the  ene- 
my threw  themfelves  into  the  water.  Thus  we  were  fighting  them  foe 
upwards  of  an  hour,  their  numbers  increafing  from  every  part  of  the 
lake,  and  our  allies  only  encumbering  the  caufeway.  Being  utterly 
unable  to  refifl  the  enemy  who  were  on  the  water  we  determined  to  re- 
tire, which  we  did,  leaving  eight  dead  and  having  above  fifty  wounded,, 
the  enemy  purfuing  us  clofely. 

On  the  enfuing  day.  Captain  De  Oli  proceeded  with  his  detach- 
mefit  for  Cuyoacan;  he  talked  in  terms  of  difapprobation  of  the  pre- 
ceding expedition,  laying  the  blame  on  the  rafhnefs  of  Alvarado.  We 
all  were  folicitous  that  the  two  captains  fhould  remain  together,  and  cer- 
tainly their  feparation  was  very  imprudent,  for  had  the  enemy  known 
the  fmallnefs  of  our  number,  they  would  have  fallen  on  and  deflroyed 
either  detachment,  during  the  four  or  five  days  that  we  were  feparated, 
and  before  the  arrival  of  Cortes  with  the  flotilla.  In  thefe  two  poli- 
tions  our  detachments  remained  for  the  above  period,  without  ventur- 
ing to  pay  another  vifit  to  the  Mexican  caufeways.  During  this  time 
the  enemy  frequently  fent  bodies  of  their  troops  to  the  main  land,  and 
annoyed  us  with  attacks  in  our  quarters. 

Sandoval  with  his  detachment  left  Tezcuco  on  the  fourth  day  after 
the  feafl  of  Corpus  Chrifli,  and  marching  through  a  friendly  country ^ 
arrived  in  front  of  the  town  of  Iztapalapa.  On  his  arrival  he  immedi- 
ately attacked  the  enemy  in  that  place,  and  burned  many  of  the  houfes 
which  were  built  on  the  firm  ground  j  but  frefh  bodies  of  Mexicans 
came  both  by  land  and  water  to  their  relief,  and  while  thus  occupied, 
our  troops  obferved  a  fmoke  to  rife  from  the  top  of  a  hill  above  the  town, 
which  was  anfwered  in  the  fame  manner  at  other  points  round  the  lake,, 
and  this  we  found  to  be  a  fignal  for  the  information  of  the  enemy,  that 
our  flotilla  was  launched;   a  circumflance  which  occafioned  them  to. 
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relax  in  their  hoftilities  againft  Sandoval.  He  now  remained  unmolefl- 
ed  in  his  infulated  iituation,  in  a  part  of  the  town  of  Iztapalapa,  between 
which  and  Cuyoacan  there  were  no  means  of  communication  but  by  a 
caufeway  which  crofles  the  lake,  and  the  pafTage  of  which  was  imprac- 
ticable in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

Cortes  when  he  brought  his  flotilla  upon  the  lake,  firfl:  went  to 
attack  a  rock  which  forms  a  fmall  ifland  juft  by  Mexico,  and  on  which 
many  of  the  natives  as  well  of  that  neighbourhood  as  of  other  parts  had 
taken  refuge.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  difcovered  his  intention,  their 
whole  force  from  every  part  of  the  lake  proceeded  againft  him.  When 
our  general  perceived  the  immenfe  number  of  large  boats  full  of  fight- 
ing men,  for  it  exceeded  four  thoufand,  he  drew  his  flotilla  into  an 
open  part  of  the  lake,  and  ordered  his  captains  to  wait  patiently  for  a 
breeze  of  wind  which  was  juft  then  begining  to  fpriiig  up.  The  ene- 
my thinking  this  was  owing  to  fear,  began  to  clofe  round  him  with 
great  triumph,  and  juft  at  this  moment  the  wind  riiing  in  his  favor, 
the  whole  fleet  fet  fail,  plying  their  oars  at  the  fame  timej  bearing  down 
upon  the  Mexican  canoes  in  this  manner,  they  funk  a  number  of  them, 
and  compelled  the  reft  to  take  flicker  in  the  recefles  on  the  fides  of  the 
lake. 

After  this  Cortes  failed  for  Cuyoacan.  Here  he  had  another  at- 
tack by  the  Mexicans,  who  aflailed  his  veflels  from  the  temples  on  the 
land,  as  well  as  with  their  canoes  j  but  he  brought  four  guns  to  bear 
upon  them,  and  did  confiderable  execution;  although,  by  fome  mif- 
management  of  the  gunners,  his  powder  magazine  blew  up,  wounding 
many  of  his  people.  This  misfortune  obliged  him  to  detach  his  light- 
eft  veflel  to  Sandoval  for  a  fupply.  At  Cuyoacan  he  remained  with  the 
iiotilla  for  two  days,  and  here  I  will  leave  him  to  relate  what  paflTed  in 
the  detachment  of  Alvarado.  When  we  perceived  that  the  flotilla  was 
upon  the  lake,  we  marched  out  upon  the  caufeway  as  far  as  the  bridge, 
where  we  pafled  our  time  in  a  repetition  of  engagements  with  the  ene- 
my, ^it  to  little  efled,  farther  than  repairing  the  pafles  in  our  rear  as 
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wc  advanced,  nor  did  we  now  fuffer  the  cavalry  to  come  to  the  caufe- 
way. 

Sandoval  had  found  that  in  his  prefent  pofition  he  could  not  fuffi- 
ciently  annoy  the  enemy,  who  were  eftablifhed  in  the  houfes  built  in 
the  water;  he  therefore  advanced  by  a  cauieway  to  a  place  which  com- 
manded them  better.  This  being  perceived  from  Mexico,  a  large  de- 
tachment was  fent  in  canoes,  with  dircdlions  to  cut  the  caufeway  behind 
our  troops.  Cortes  obferving  this  let  fail  with  his  vellels  for  their  re- 
lief, ordering  De  Oli  to  go  thither  with  a  body  of  troops  by  the  caufe- 
way. Having  relieved  Sandoval,  the  general  ordered  this  detachment 
to  a  place  named  Tepeaquilla,  where  is  now  built  the  church  of  Nueftra 
Senora  de  Guadelupe,  in  which  many  wonderful  miracles  have  been, 
and  are,  performed. 

As  it  was  impolTible  for  our  troops  to  advance  upon  the  caufeways 
without  their  flanks  being  fecured  on  the  water,  the  flotilla  was  form- 
ed into  three  divifions,  and  one  of  them  attached  to  each  of  the  three 
corps  of  our  army;  that  is  to  fay,  four  fhips  to  Alvarado,  fix  to  De  Oli, 
and  two  to  Sandoval,  making  in  all  twelve,  for  the  thirteenth,  named 
"  Bufca  Ruido,  or  follow  the  noife,"  being  found  to  be  too  fmall,  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  up,  and  her  crew  divided  among  the  reft,  as  we  had 
twenty  very  badly  wounded  already  on  board  the  fhips.  Alvarado  now 
ordered  us  out  upon  the  caufeway,  and  placing  two  of  the  fhips  on  each 
fide,  he  thereby  prote<5ted  the  flanks.  We  drove  the  enemy  from  feve- 
ral  bridges  and  barricades,  but  after  fighting  during  the  whole  day,  we 
were  obliged  at  night  to  retreat  to  our  quarters,  almofl  every  man  of 
us  wounded  by  the  fhowers  of  arrows  and  ftones,  which  exceeded  ima- 
gination; for  we  were  attacked  conflantly  by  frefh  troops  bearing  difler- 
ent  devices,  by  land,  while  from  the  terraces  of  the  houfes,  the  enemy 
commanded  our  fhips.  As  we  could  not  leave  a  party  to  fecure  what 
we  got  in  the  day,  at  night  the  enemy  repoffefled  themfelves  of  the 
bridges,  and  put  better  defences  on  them.  They  deepened  the  water  in, 
fomc  places,  and  in  the  fhallow  part  they  dug  pits,  and  placed  canoes. 
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inambufcade,  which  they  fecured  from  the  attacks  of  oqr  vcffcls  by 
pallifades  under  the  water.  This  was  the  manner  in  which  they  oppo- 
fed  us  every  day.  The  cavalry  as  I  before  obferved  could  do  nothing; 
the  enemy  had  built  parapets  acrofs  the  caufeways  which  they  defended 
with  long  lances,  and  even  had  an  attack  been  practicable,  the  foldiers 
would  not  rifk  their  horfes,  which  at  this  time  coft  eight  hundred  crowns, 
and  fome  more  than  one  thoufandj  nor  indeed  were  they  to  be  had  at 
any  price. 

When  we  arrived  at  night,  we  were  employed  in  curing  our 
wounds,  and  a  foldier  named  Juan  Catalan  alfo  healed  them  by  charms 
and  prayers,  which,  with  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  recovered  us 
very  fall.  But  wounded  or  not,  we  were  obliged  to  go  againfl:  the  ene- 
my every  day,  as  otherwife  our  companies  would  not  have  been  twenty 
men  ftrong.  When  our  allies  faw  that  the  before  mentioned  foldier 
cured  us  by  charms  and  prayers,  all  their  wounded  came  to  him,  fo 
that  he  had  more  bufinefs  on  his  hands  than  he  knew  what  to  do  with. 
Every  day  our  enfign  was  difabled,  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  carry 
the  colours,  and  defend  himfelf.  Corn  we  had  fufficicncy  of,  but  we 
wanted  refrefhments  for  the  wounded.  What  prcferved  us  was  the  plant 
called  "  quilites,"  cherries  while  in  feafon,  and  "tunas  *'  or  Indian  figs. 
The  fituation  of  our  other  parties  round  the  lake  was  limilar  to  what  I 
have  here  defcribed. 

The  enemy  in  the  city  rufhed  out  on  the  fignal  being  made  from 
the  top  of  the  great  temple  of  Taltelulco;  and  thefe  attacks  were  made 
every  day,  and  repeated  by  frefli  troops,  who  were  formed  and  marched 
out  in  fucceffion.  Finding  that  we  gained  fo  little  and  loft  fo  much,  we 
refolved  to  -change  our  plan  of  operations.  There  was  on  our  caufe^ay 
a  fmall  opcp  place,  where  were  fome  buildings  for  religious  worfhip; 
here  we  eftablilhed  a  poft,  and  lodged  ourfelves,  though  very  badly,  as 
every  (hower  of  rain  came  in  upon  us,  leaving  our  cavalry  and  Indian 
allies  to  fccure  our  rear  in  Tacuba,  from  which  place  we  were  fupplied 
with  bread.     From  this  time,  as  we  advanced,  we  filled  the  water  cuts 
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which  interfered  the  caufeway,  and  proftrated  the  houfes  which  were 
on  each  fide  of  it;  for  it  was  exceeding  difficult  to  fet  them  ori  fire,  nor 
could  the  flames  communicate  from  one  to  another,  on  account  of  the 
water  which  was  between  them,  and  if  we  threw  ourfelves  into  the 
water  to  fwim  to  a  houfe,  the  enemy  deftroyed  us  from  their  terrafles. 
We  guarded  every  pafs  day  and  night  as  we  gained  it,  and  our  method 
of  keeping  guard  was  as  follows. 

The  company  which  was  firft  for  duty  took  it  from  fun  fet  to 
midnight  with  forty  men;  the  fecond  company  with  the  fame  number 
came  on  at  midnight,  and  remained  until  two  hours  before  day  break, 
the  firfl:  guard  not  quitting  the  poft,  but  fleeping  on  the  ground ;  this 
fecond  guard  watched  the  hours  of  lethargy,  and  after  them  came  on 
the  third  company  for  the  two  hours  until  day,  at  which  time,  as  thofe 
who  were  relieved  did  not  quit  the  poft,  there  were  an  hundred  and 
twenty  men  at  the  guard.  Sometimes  our  whole  detachment  remained 
under  arms  during  the  night,  for  our  prifoners  had  informed  us  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Mexicans,  by  a  great  eftbrt,  to  force  our  poft, 
as  they  knew  that  by  fo  doing  they  would  entirely  difconcert  the  plans 
of  the  other  two;  and  it  was  intended  that  the  nine  towns  in  and  about 
the  lake,  including  ours  of  Tacuba,  together  with  Ezcapuzalco  and 
Tenayuca,  ftiould  make  a  joint  eflbrt,  and  attack  us  in  the  rear  while 
the  Mexicans  attacked  us  in  front.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  intended  to 
carry  oft*  our  luggage  and  bakery  in  Tacuba.  This  intelligence  we  im- 
mediately communicated  to  our  cavalry,  warning  them  and  our  allies  to 
be  well  on  their  guard. 

As  we  had  been  informed,  fo  it  happened;  we  were  attacked  for 
fcveral  nights  in  fucceftion,  from  midnight  to  the  break  of  day.  The 
enemy  fometimes  came  on  with  great  noife,  at  others  ftole  upon  us  in 
filence,  but  during  the  night  their  attacks  were  never  made  with  fo  much 
refolution  as  in  the  day.  We  were  however  harrafled  to  death  with 
wounds,  fatigues,  wind,  rain,  and  cold.  The  place  where  we  were 
pofted  was  now  mtid  and  water,  and  our  miferable  food  of  maize,  and 
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herbs  withall!  but,  as  Our  officers  faid,  fuch  is  the  fortune  of  war !  with 
all  our  fufferings  nothing  effedual  was  gained:  the  parapets  we  threw 
down,  or  the  ditches  we  filled  up  during  the  day,  the  enemy  replaced 
in  the  tnfuing  night.  What  ufe  was  our  cutting  off  their  water,  or 
clofing  their  caufeways  againft  them>  when  they  were  fupplied  by  ca- 
noes with  whatever  they  wanted  from  the  neighbouring  towns  on  the 
lake?  In  order  to  prevent  this,  it  was  determined  that  two  of  our  veflels 
(hould  cruife  during  the  night,  to  intercept  them.  This  was  found  to 
anfwer  in  a  confiderable  degree,  but  flill  fome  efcaped  into  the  city» 

The  Mexicans  had  the  boldnefs  at  this  time  to  form  a  pian  for  the 
furprife  of  thefe  velTels.  For  this  purpofe  they  prepared  thirty  of  their 
largeil:  piraguas,  and  concealed  them  among  reeds,  fending  two  or  three 
canoes  along  the  lake,  as  if  conveying  provifions,  by  way  of  a  bait  for 
our  veflels.  The  Mexicans  had  alfo  fixed  piles  of  large  timber  below  the 
water,  in  the  dired:ion  which  our  fhips  were  tabe  drawn  in.  The  ca- 
noes being  perceived  by  our  people,  two  veflels  fallied  out  upon  them; 
the  others  appeared  to  take  fright,  and  rowed  towards  the  ambufcade, 
followed  by  our  veflels,  which  as  foonr  as  they  arrived  near  enough, 
were  furrounded  by  the  thirty  piraguas.  By  the  firffc  difcharge  they 
wounded  every  officer,  foldier,  and  rower,  on  board;  and  the  veflels 
eould  not  ftir  on  account  of  the  piles  of  timber.  The  enemy  continu- 
ing their  attacks,  killed  a  captain  named  Portilla;  he  was  a  'gentleman 
who  had  ferved  in  Italy.  Captain  Pedro  Barba  alfo  of  the  crofsbow- 
men  died  of  his  wounds,  and  the  veflfels  fell  into  their  hands.  Thefc 
belonged  to  the  principal  diviflon,  which  Cortes  commanded;  he  was 
much  exafperated,  but  in  the  courfe  of  a  fliort  time  repayed  them  well 
in  their  own  way. 

Cortes  as  alfo  our  other  chiefs,  by  his  order,  purfued  their  plan  of 
advancing  againfl:  the  city.  As  they  gained  ground,  they  threw  down 
the  houfes,  and  with  the  materials  filled  up  the  ditches  or  canals  which 
crofled  the  caufeways.;  and  our  brave  Tlafcalan  allies  rendered  us  the 
greateft  fervices,  during  the  whole  war.     The  Mexicans  oppofed  our 
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progrels  by  breaking  a  bridge  in  the  rear  of  their  parapets  and  barricades^ 
where  the  water  was  very  deep,  leaving  one  obvious  pafs  as  a  decoy, 
and  in  other  parts,  pit  falls  under  the  water;  they  alfo  made  parapets 
on  both  fides  of  the  breach,  they  placed  palifades  in  the  deep  water 
where  our  veflels  could  approach,  and  they  had  canoes  manned  ready  to 
fally  out  upon  the  fignal  given.  When  they  had  made  thefe  prepara* 
tions  they  advanced  againft  us  in  three  bodies,  one  by  the  fide  of  Tacu- 
ba,  the  other  by  the  ruins  of  the  houfes  which  had  been  deftroyed,  and 
the  third  by  the  caufeway,  where  they  had  made  the  works.  Alvarado 
had  brought  part  of  his  cavalry  to  our  pofi:,  fince  the  houfes  were  de- 
ftroyed.  We  repulfed  the  enemy  on  all  fides,  and  one  party  of  us  hav- 
ing forced  them  from  the  work  I  liave  mentioned,  crofTed  the  water, 
up  to  our  necks,  at  the  pafs  they  had  left  open,  and  followed  them,  un- 
til we  came  to  a  place  where  were  large  temples  and  towers  of  idols. 
Here  we  were  aflailed  by  frefli  troops  from  the  houfes  and  .roofs,  and 
thofe  whom  we  purfued  faced  about  and  came  againfb  us.  We  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  which  we  did  with  regularity,  but  when  we  came 
to  the  water,  we  found  that  the  enemy  in  their  canoes  had  got  pofTcfiion 
of  the  pafs  where  we  had  crofled.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  look 
for  other  places,  but  as  they  came  prefiing  on  us,  we  were  at  length 
compelled  to  throw  ourfelves  into  the  lake  and  get  over  as  we  could; 
Thofe  who  were  not  able  to  fwim  fell  into  the  pits;  the  enemy  clofed  in 
upon  them,  wounded  mofl,  and  took  five  of  our  foldiers  alive.  The 
vefiTels  which  came  to  our  relief  could  not  approach,  being  embarrafled 
among  the  palilades,  and  here  they  loil:  two  foldiers.  It  was  a  wonder 
that  we  were  not  all  defi:royed  in  the  pit  falls ;  a  number  of  the  enemy 
laid  hands  on  me,  but  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriftgave  me  force  to  difengage 
my  arm,  and  by  dint  of  a  good  fword,  I  got  free  from  them,  though 
wounded,  and  arrived  on  the  dry  ground,  where  I  fainted  away,  and 
remained  fenfelefs  for  a  time.  This  was  owing  to  my  great  exertions, 
and  lofs  of  blood.  When  this  mob  had  their  claws  on  me,  I  recom- 
mended myfelf  to  our  Lord  and  his  blefied  mother,  and  they  heard  my 
prayer,  glorified  be  they  for  all  their  mercies !  one  of  our  cavalry  croff- 
ed  the  .water  whh  us  this  day;  he  and  his  horfe  were  killed.     Fortu- 
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Dately,  the  reft  were  with  Alvarado  in  Tacuba;  had  "they  been  with  us 
they  muft  have  been  all  deftroyed  from  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  for 
the  adtion  took  place  as  it  were  within  the  very  city.  After  this  fuccefs 
the  enemy  kept  us  conftantly  employed  during  the  day  and  night,  by 
attacks  upon  our  pofts.  Cortes  was  much  dilTatisfied  at  hearing  of  our 
defeat,  which  he  confidered  as  owing  to  our  negleifl  of  his  dirc<5lions 
that  the  cuts  acrofs  the  caufeways  fhould  be  filled  with  timber  and  fods 
as  we  advanced. 

In  the  fpace  of  ^ur  days,  and  with  the  lofs  of  fix  foldiers,  we 
completely  filled  up  this  great  aperture,  and  here  we  eftabliihed  our  ad- 
vanced poft,  the  enemy  having  one  oppofite  to  us.  Their  method  of 
keeping  guard  was  this;  they  made  a  great  fire  in  their  front,  which 
concealed  them  from  our  view,  except  when  they  came  to  renew  the 
fire,  as  it  was  fometimes  extinguifhed  by  the  rains,  which  were  at  that 
fealbn  frequent  and  heavy.  They  kept  profound  filence  on  guard,  nor 
was  it  ever  interrupted  except  by  their  fignals,  which  were  given  by  a 
whiftle.  Our  fhot  did  no  execution  among  them,  for  they  fortified 
their  poft  by  a  parapet  and  a  new  ditch.  Having  defcribed  the  manner 
in  which  guard  was  kept  on  each  fide,  I  will  now  give  an  account .  of 
our  daily  employment.  In  the  morning  we  marched  againft  the  enemy ; 
after  engaging  them  during  the  whole  day  we  retreated,  towards  even- 
ing, covered  with  wounds,  firft  clearing  the  caufeway  of  our  allies 
whofe  numbers  embarrafled  us,  a  circumftance  the  enemy  were  watch- 
ful to  take  advantage  of;  after  which  we  fell  back  ftep  by  ftep,  firing 
at  the  enemy  as  they  advanced,  and  being  flanked  by  the  armed  vefTels, 
until  wc  reached  our  poft.  When  we  arrived  in  our  quarters  we  fat 
down  to  our  mifery  of  maize  cakes,  herbs,  and  tunas,  curing  our 
wounds  with  oil»  and  remaining  all  night  fubjed:  to  conftant  alarms. 

Cortes  and  his  party  were  employed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  his 
lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  was  by  this  time  become  very  confiderable. 
He  conftantly  fent  out  veffels  at  night  to  fcour  the  lake,  and  one  night 
Ihey  brought  in  to  him  fome  prifoners  of  confequence;  from  them  he 
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jf earned  that  the  enemy  had  formed  an  ambufcade  fimilar  to  their  former 
one,  of  forty  piraguas  and  the  fame  number  of  canoes.  Cortes  then 
prepared  fix  veffels,  and  fent  them  during  the  night,  and  with  muffled 
oars,  to  a  place  of  concealment  within  a  quarter  of  a  leagues,  diftancc  of 
that  of  the  enemy.  It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  buflies  and  tall  reeds,, 
and  the  water  cuts  at  the  edges  of  the  lake,  favored  thofe  deceptions. 
Early  in  the  morning  one  of  our  veffels  was  fent  as  if  in  fearch  of  the 
Mexican  canoes  which  went  with  provifions  to  the  city,  the  prifoners 
being  put  on  board  it  in  order  to  point  out  the  place  where  their  flotilla 
was  concealed.  The  enemy  alfo  played  off  the  deception  of  loaded  ca- 
noes to  draw  us  thither,  and  thefe  canoes  pretending  to  endeavor  to  ef- 
cape,  rowed  towards  the  ambufcade  laid  by  their  party ;  our  vefTel  pur- 
fued  them  very  near  it,  and  then  brought  to,  as  if  from  apprehenfion. 
The  enemy's  flotilla  perceiving  that  fhe  did  not  advance,  fallied  out  on 
her,  thofe  on  board  of  her  rowing  towards  that  part  where  our  fhips 
were  concealed.  When  they  found  that  the  enemy  were  brought  to  that 
point  where  we  wifhed  them  to.  be,  the  crew  fired  two  fhots  as  a  fignal 
to  our  ambufcade,  immediately  on  which  the  vellels  pufhed  out,  and 
falling  on  the  enemy  ran  down  feveral,  and  difperfed  the  refl,  making 
a  number  of  prifoners.  This  gave  them  enough  of  ambufcades,  nor 
did  they  from  that  time  run  acrofs  to  Mexico  fo  openly  as  before,. 

The  people  of  the  cities  in  the  lake  growing  tired  of  this  warfare-, 
waited  on  Cortes  at  this  time  in  order  to  make  fubmiflion,  declaring 
that  they  had  been  forced  into  hoflility  by  the  Mexicans-.  Cortes  re- 
ceived them  with  affability,  gave  them  afTurances  of  proted:ion  accord- 
ing to  tlieir  behaviour,  and  at  the  fame  time  told  them  that  he  expe(5led 
their  aiTiflanee  in  the  fupply  of  boats  and  provifions,  and  in  erecting 
barracks  for  the  troops.  This  they  promifed  readily,  but  performed 
very  badly.  Cortes  had  huts  built  for  his  detachment,  but  the  refl  re- 
mained expofed  to  the  weather,  a  very  fevere  duty  in  itfelf  in  that 
-climate,  where  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Augufl,.  it  rains, 
continually. 
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Our  detachment  perfevered  in  filling  up  every  ditch  and  canal  as 
we  proceeded  with  the  materials  of  the  houfes  which  we  deflroyed;  and 
conftantly  gained  temples,  bridges,  or  houfes  which  flood  feparate  from 
each  other,  and  were  acceflible  by  draw-bridges  only.  To  prevent  jea- 
loufy,  the  companies  took  the  working  and  covering  parties  alternately^ 
and  towards  evening,  when  we  drew  off,  the  whole  flood  to  their  arms» 
and  retreated,  fending  our  Indian  allies  before  us.  The  latter  rendered 
us  mofl  important  afliflance  in  the  working  duty,  both  in  pulling  down 
the  houfes,  and  filling  the  apertures.  Sandoval  during  this  time  was 
obliged  to  fiiflaiii  confknt  attacks,  and  Cortes  on  his  fide  attacked  one 
Grf  the  out  pofls  of  the  city,  where  the  canal  which  crofTed  the  caufeway 
was  too  deep  to' be  forded.  The  enemy  had  fortified  it  flrongly,  and 
defended  it  both  by  land  and  water.  Cortes  commanded  the  attack  in 
perfon ,  -and  with  fuccefs ;  but  at  night  he  was  obliged  to  retire  without 
filling  the  ditch,  and  with  the  lofs  of  four  Spaniards  killed  and  above 
thirty  wounded,  for  the  pafs  jw^as  commanded  from  the  terraces,  and 
the  pallifades  made  in  the  water  prevented  the  applfoaeh  of  the  vef- 
fels. 

Guatimotzin  now  determined  to  wear  u-s  out  by  continual  efibrts. 
Accordingly,  on  the  twenty  firft  of  June,  the  anniverfary  of  the  day  of 
our  entry  into  Mexico,  the  enemy  attacked  us  at  every  point  with  their 
whole  force  by  land  and  water,  at  the  hour  of  the  fecond  fleep,  or  of 
lethargy,  that  is  two  hours  before  day.  The  number  fit  for  duty  at  our 
pofl  was  one  hundred  and  twenty;  our  allies  we  had  fent  entirely  off 
the  caufeway,  and  it  was  with  our  utmofl  efforts  that  we  could  refifl 
the  enemy  J  we  at  length  however  repulfed  them  from  all  our  pofls,  but 
with  the  lofs  of  many  killed  and  wounded.  Alvarado*s  detachment 
•lofl  two  foldiers  on  this  occafion.  The  enemies  attacks  were  continued 
;f or  two -nights  fuccefiively  upon  the  difterent  pofls,  and  they  afterwards 
concentrated  their  whole  force  in  an  affault  upon  ours,  which  took  place 
'  at  day  break.  This  was  the  mofl  defpcrate  of  all;  if  our  allies  had  been 
with  us  we  fhould  have  been  loft.  Our  cavalry  on  this  occafion  faved 
our  flanks,  and  we  had  confiderable  fupport  from  our  fhips.     Eight  of 
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our  foldiers  were  killed  in  this  attack,  and  Alvarado  was  wounded ;  but 
we  ultimately  beat  the  enemy  off,  and  alfo  made  four  of  their  chiefs  pri- 
foners.  I  fear  to  tire  my  readers  with  this  repetition  of  battles.  For 
ninety  three  days  together  were  we  employed  in  the  iiege  of  this  great 
and  flrong  city ,.  and  every  day  and  every  night  we  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  Of  courle  they  muft  pardon  what  my  duty  as  an  hiflorian 
compels  me  to  relate;  ilill  were  I  to  extend  my  narrative  to  include  eve- 
ry a(5lion  which  took  place,  it  would  be  almoft  endlefs,  and  my  hif- 
tory  would  refemble  that  of  Amadis,  and  the  other  books  of  chi-^ 
valry. 

Cortes  growing  weary  of  delay,  called  a  council  of;  wary  relative 
to  a  general  alTault  upon  the  city.  His  plan  was,  to  march  by  the  three 
caufeways,  and  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  great  fquare,,  where,  uniting 
our  whole  force,  we  {hould  command  all  the  ftreets  leading  to  it^ 
Upon'^this  propofal  there  was  a  great  difference  of  opinion,  for  many 
thought  our  prefent  method  of  proceeding,  by  filling  the  canals  as  we 
advanced,  deftroying  the  houfes,  and  making  a  road  with  the  materials, 
was  preferable  to  that  recommended  by  Cortes,  whereby,  in  going  into- 
the  heart  of  the  city,  we  ffiould  become  the  befieged  inffead  of  being 
the  befiegers,  and  fall  exadly  into  the  fituation  in  which  we  were  when 
obliged  to  fly  from  Mexico.  We  fhould  alfo  they  faid  be  involved  in 
greater  difficulties  than  formerly,  for  the  enemy  would  now  bring  their 
whole  power  by  land  and  water  upon  us,  fo  that  we  fhould  have  to  con- 
tend with  them  in  the  city,  on  the  lake,  and  all  round  it,  without  the 
poffibility  of  retreat,  which  they  could  preclude  by  cutting  the  caufeways. 
When  Cortes  had  heard  the  opinions  of  all,  and  the  good  reafons  upon 
which  they  were  founded,  the  rcfult  was,  that  he  gave  orders  for  our 
whole  force,  together  with  our  allies,  to  attack  the  city  on  the  enfuing 
day,  and  to  get  poffeflion  of  the  great  fquare. 

On  the  next  morning  therefore,  having  heard*  mafs,  and  recom- 
mending ourfelves  to  God,  our  three  detachments  marched  againft  the 
enemy's  pofts  in  their  front.     Thofe. commanded  by  Cortes  and  Sando- 
val 
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val  met  with  lefs  violent  oppofition  than  that  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
divilion  of  Alvarado,  to  which  I  belonged.  In  our  attack  upon  the 
iirft  dike,  moft  of  the  Spaniards  received  wounds,  one  was  killed,  and 
above  one  thoufand  of  our  allies  killed  or  wounded.  Cortes  at  iirfl:  bore 
down  all  before  him,  and  having  driven  the  enemy  from  a  poll  where 
the  water  was  very  deep  and  the  cauieway  very  narrow,  he  was  induced 
to  purfue  them  in  their  retreat  to  the  city,  his  Indian  allies  crouding 
clofe  after  the  Spaniards.  The  enemy  induced  him  by  frequent  halts 
and  feigned  attacks  to  continue  the  purfuit,  and  the  caufeway  had  been 
narrowed,  to  anfwer  their  defign.  It  was  the  will  of  our  Lord  that 
Cortes  and  his  captains  fhould  be  fo  negligent  as  to  omit  filling  the 
ditch,  which  they  had  palTed.  The  caufeway  was  alfo  in  fome  parts 
covered  with  water,  and  deep  in  mud.  When  the  enemy  faw  our  Cor- 
tes thus  run  into  the  trap  which  they  had  laid,  multitudes  in  canoes  fal- 
lied  out  againft  him  and  took  him  on  his  flanks  and  rear,  his  own 
veiTels  not  being  able  to  approach  on  account  of  the  pallifadoes.  It  be- 
came now  necefTary  for  the  troops  to  retreat,  which  they  did  at  firfi^'ith 
great  regularity,  but  when  they  came  to  the  narrow  pafs  I  have  before 
mentioned,  the  difficulty  of  the  ground,  with  the  fury  of  the  attack > 
from  a  retreat  turned  it  into  a  race,  our  people  flying  before  the  enemy 
without  attempting  to  defend  themfelves.  Our  Cortes  ufed  every  exer- 
tion to  rally  them  but  in  vain;  he  received  a  wound  in  the  leg  from  the 
enemy  on  board  the  canoes  at  the  p^fs,  where  they  killed  fix  of  our  hor- 
fes,  and  carried  ofFfcventy  two  Spaniards  alive.  Six  chiefs  feized  upon 
Cortes,  but  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  he  fhould  efcape,  for  that  vali- 
ant foldier  Chrifloval  de  Olea,  feeing  his  generaPs  danger,  flew  to  his 
afTiflance,  as  did  another  brave  man  named  Lerma.  Olea  with  his  own 
hand  killed  four  of  the  fix  Mexican  chiefs,  gallantly  lofing  his  own  life 
in  defence  of  his  general,  and  Lerma  efcaped  with  the  greatefl  diflJiculty. 
Other  foldiers  now  arrived  to  the  affiflance  of  our  Cortes ;  amongft  the 
number  was  Quinones  captain  of  his  guards.  They  took  him  out  of 
therwater  in  their  arriis,  and  placing  him  on  a  horfe,  hurried  him  off 
from,  the  crowd  of  enemies,  and  fhortly  after,  his  major  domo  named 
Chrifloval  de  Guzman  brought  one  of  his  own  horfes  for  him.     The 
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enemy  followed  up  their  attack  with  ardour,  and  the  unfortunate  Guz- 
man being  feized  by  them  was  carried  alive  to  Mexico.  Cortes  and  the 
(hattered  remains  of  his  troops,  purfued  to  the  laft,  arrived  with  great 
difficulty  at  their  quarters,  where  [  will  leave  thern  for  the  prefent,  to 
relate  what  happened  in  the  divifion  commanded  by  Alvarado. 

After  our  firft  attack,  wherein  we  defeated  the  enemy,  as  we  were 
advancing,  we  were  met  by  frefh  troops  in  great  parade,  bearing  plumes 
of  feathers,  and  devices  on  their  Jftandards.  When  we  came  near  them 
they  threw  down  before  us  five  bleeding  heads,  crying  out  to  us  that 
they  were  thofe  of  Cortes  and  his  officers,  and  that  we  fhould  meet  the 
fame  fate  with  our  companions ;  they  then  marched  up,  and  fighting 
us  foot  to  foot,  compelled  us  to  retreat.  We  as  ufual  called  to  our  allies 
to  clear  the  way  for  us,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  there  was  no  occafion; 
the  fight  of  the  bloody  heads  had  done  it  effectually,  nor  did  one  of 
them  remain  on  the  caufeway  to  impede  our  retreat.  Before  we  arrived 
at  our  quarters,  and  while  the  enemy  were  purfuing  us,  we  heard  their 
fhrill  timbals,  and  the  difmal  found  of  the  great  drum,  from  the  top  of 
the  principal  temple  of  the  god  of  war,  which  overlooked  the  whole 
city.  Its  mournful  noife  was  fuch  as  may  be  imagined  the  mufic  of  the 
infernal  gods,  and  it  might  be  heard  at  the  diftance  of  almoft  three 
leagues.  They  were  then  facrificing  the  hearts  of  ten  of  our  compani- 
ons to  their  idols.  Shortly  after  this  the  king  of  Mexico's  horn  was 
blown,  giving  notice  to  his  captains  that  they  were  then  to  take  their 
enemies  prifoners,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe 
the  fury  with  which  they  clofed  upon  us  when  they  heard  this  fignal. 
Though  all  is  as  perfed:  to  my  recolledlion  as  if  paffing  before  my  eyes, 
it  is  utterly  beyond  my  power  to  defcribe  j  all  I  can  fay  is,  it  was  God's 
will  that  we  fhould  efcape  from  their  hands,  and  get  back  in  fafety  to 
our  pofl.     Praifed  be  he  for-  his  mercies,  now,  and  at  all  other  times ! 

Our  cavalry  made  feveral  charges  this  day,  but  our  great  fupport 
was  in  two  guns  which  raked  the  caufeway,  and  were  commanded  by 
a  gentleman  named  Pedro  Moreno  de  Medrano,  who  always  bore  a 
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high  reputation  as  an  officer,  but  whofe  fervices  on  this  day  were  mofl 
important,  for  the  whole  caufeway  was  crouded  with  the  enemy.  We 
were  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  our  other  detachments.  Sandoval  was 
above  half  a  league  diflant,  and  Cortes  ftill  farther.  The  melancholy 
fight  of  the  remains  of  our  countrymen,  and  the  lofs  of  one  of  our  vef- 
fels,  three  of  the  foldiers  of  which  the  enemy  had  killed,  imprefled  our 
minds  with  defpair,  and  we  thought  this  the  lafl  hour  of  our  lives. 
The  vefTel  was  afterwards  recovered  by  that  commanded  by  Captain  Juan 
Xaramillo.  Captain  Juan  de  Limpias  Caravajal,  whotf^iow  lives  in  La 
Puebla,  a  mofl  gallant  officer,  had  the  honor  of  being  the  firfl  who  with 
his  vefTel  broke  through  the  enemies  pallifades,  totally  lofing  his  hear- 
ing, from  this  day,  by  excefs  of  courage. 

Cortes,  mofl  of  whofe  foldiers  had  been  killed,  and  what  remain- 
ed alive,  wounded,  was  attacked  in  his  quarters  by  a  great  body  of  the 
enemy,  who  threw  over  to  him  the  heads  of  four  of  our  companions, 
alledging  them  to  be  thofe  of  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  and  others,  in  order 
to  imprefs  the  foldiers  of  Cortes  and  our  allies  with  the  idea,  that  they 
had  been  equally  fuccefsful  againfl  the  other  detachments.  When  Cortes 
beheld  the  horrid  fpe(5lacle  his  heart  funk  within  him,  but  he  kept  up 
appearances,  and  ordering  all  to  fland  to  their  arms,  made  a  front  to  the 
enemy.  He  then  fent  Andres  de  Tapia  with  three  more  mounted  men 
to  our  quarters,  in  order  to  afcertain  what  the  flate  of  affairs  was.  In 
their  way  thither  they  were  attacked  by  many  bodies  of  the  enemy, 
whom  the  king  of  Mexico  had  placed  upon  a  plan  of  intercepting  our 
communications.  On  their  arrival  they  found  us  engaged  with  the  Mex- 
ican forces.  They  at  that  time  concealed  the  lofs  of  Cortes,  flating  it 
at  no  more  than  five  and  twenty. 

It  is  now  neceffary  to  advert  to  Sandoval,  who  had  gone  on  vi<flo- 
rious  until  the  defeat  of  Cortes ;  after  which  the  enemy  turned  on  him, 
and  in  their  firfl  attack  killed  two  foldiers  and  wounded  all  the  refl,  giv- 
ing Sandoval  himfelf  three  wounds,  one  of  which  was  in  the  head. 
As  they  had  done  elfewhere,  they  threw  before  his  troops  fix  heads  of 
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their  companions,  recently  taken  off,  threatening  them  with  the  hkc 
fate.  Sandoval  was  not  to  be  terrified;  he  warned  his  foldiers  to  prc- 
ferve  a  good  countenance,  and  feeing  no  hopes  of  fuccefs  brought  his 
divifion  back  to  their  quarters,  with  many  wounds  it  is  true,  but  with 
the  lofs  of  only  two  of  their  number.  Sandoval  then,  wounded  as  he 
was,  leaving  the  command  of  his  poll  to  Captain  Luis  Marin,  fet  out 
on  horfeback  to  have  an  interview  with  Cortes.  As  he  went  he  was 
aiTailed  by  the  enemy,  but  he  arrived  at  the  generars  quarters,  and  ad- 
drefling  him  in  terms  of  furprife  and  condolance,  afked  him  how  this 
ill  fuccefs  had  happened,  **Son  Sandoval"  faid  Cortes,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  **it  is  for  my  fins  that  this  misfortune  has  befallen  me;  but 
**  the  fault  is  with  the  treafurer  Alderete,  who  was  ordered  by  me  to 
**  fill  up  the  bad  pafs  where  the  enemy  threw  us  into  confufion."  The 
treafurer  then  exclaimed,  that  it  was  with  Cortes  himfelf  the  fault  lay, 
he  having  never  given  any  fuch  orders,  but  hurrying  on  his  men  after 
the  enemy  in  their  feigned  retreat,  crying,  ** forward!  gentlemen  for- 
"  ward!**  Cortes  was  alfo  very  much  blamed  for  not  having  fent  his. 
allies  out  of  the  way  early  enough ;  however  I  will  omit  to  detail  any 
more  of  the  converfation  which  palTed  at  this  time  between  Cortes  and 
the  treafurer,  as  it  happened  in  the  heat  of  anger  and  difappointment. 
Cortes  was  agreeably  furprifed  by  the  arrival  of  two  of  his  vefTels  which 
he  had  given  up  for  loft,  although  he  did  not  exprefs  himfelf  fo.  Cor- 
tes defired  Sandoval  to  go  to  our  quarters  at  Tacuba,  as  he  apprehended 
that  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  attack  would  fall  upon  this  pofl,  and 
recommended  that  he  fhould  pay  attention  to  our  affairs,  as  he  himfelf 
was  at  prefent  unable  to  do  fo.  Sandoval  fctting  out,  arrived  at  Tacuba 
about  the  hour  of  vefpers.  He  alfo  found  us  as  Tapia  had  done,  occu- 
pied in  repelling  the  enemy^  fome  of  whom  were  attacking  us  by  the 
caufeway,  others  by  that  of  the  ruined  houfes.  I  was  at  this  time  to- 
gether with  others  of  our  foldiers  up  to  my  waiff  in  the  water  defend- 
ing a  veffel  which  was  aground,  and  engaged  with  the  enemy  whc> 
were  endeavouring  to  get  poffeffion  of  her.  Jufl  as  Sandoval  arrived 
however,  by  a  great  effort  we  got  the  veffel  afloat,  but  with  the  lofs  of 
two  of  the  crew  killed,  and  every  man  on  board  wounded.    The  enemy 
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now  attacked  us  with  more  violence.  Sandoval  received  a  blow  on  the 
face  with  a  ftone,  and  called  to  us  loudly  to  retreat;  wc  not  falling  back 
as  faft  as  he  wifhed,  he  called  again  to  us,  afking  if  we  wanted  to  have 
all  the  cavalry  deflroyed.  We  then  retreated  until  we  reached  our  poft, 
during  the  time  of  which,  our  two  guns,  under  the  direction  of  Me- 
drano,  though  they  frequently  fwept  the  caufeway,  could  not  prevent 
the  enemy  from  following  us  clofely. 

Here  we  were  for  a  time  at  reft,  and  engaged  in  relating  the  events 
which  had  happened  at  each  poft,  when  on  a  fudden  our  ears  were 
ftruck  by  the  horrific  found  of  the  great  drum,  the  timbals,  horns,  and 
trumpets,  in  the  temple  of  the  war  god.  We  all  direded  our  eyes  thi- 
ther, and  fhocking  to  relate !  faw  our  unfortunate  countrymen  driven  by 
force,  cuffs,  and  baftinades,  to  the  place  where  they  were  to  be  facrifi- 
ced,  which  bloody  ceremony  was  accompanied  by  the  mournful  found 
of  all  the  inftruments  of  the  temple.  We  perceived  that  when  they  had 
brought  the  unfortunate  vidims  to  the  flat  fummit  of  the  body  of  the 
temple,  where  were  the  adoratories,  they  put  plumes  upon  their  heads, 
and  with  a  kind  of  fan  in  the  hand  of  each,  made  them  dance  before 
their  accurfed  idols.  When  they  had  done  this,  they  laid  them  upon 
their  backs,  on  the  ftone  ufed  for  the  purpofe,  where  they  cut  out  their 
hearts,  alive,  and  having  prefented  them,  yet  palpitating,  to  their  gods, 
they  drew  the  bodies  down  the  fteps  by  the  feet,  where  they  were  taken 
by  others  of  their  priefts.  Let  the  reader  think  what  were  our  fenfa- 
tions  on  this  occafion.  Oh  heavenly  God !  faid  we  to  ourfelves,  do 
not  fuffer  us  to  be  facriliced  by  thefe  wretches !  do  not  fufter  us  to  die 
fo  cruel  a  death !  and  then  how  fhocking  a  refledlion,  that  we  were  un- 
able to  relieve  our  poor  friends  who  were  thus  murdered  before  our  eyes  ! 
at  this  moment  the  enemy  affailed  our  poft  in  great  force,  reviling  us 
and  faying  their  gods  had  promifed  us  all  to  them.  Our  Indian  allies 
funk  under  the  dreadful  ideas  they  expreffed,  when  they  threw  among 
them  alfo  fome  of  the  mangled  remains  of  their  horrid  feafts,  other  parts 
being  fent  round  all  the  neighbouring  diftridts,  as  a  triumphant  me- 
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morial.     We  ftill  however  maintained  pofTeflion  of  our  poft,  one  half 
of  our  cavalry  being  on  the  caufeway  and  the  other  half  in  the  town. 

Our  new  allies  on  the  lake  had  fuffered  confiderably  by  the  enemy, 
having  loft  half  their  canoes,  but  they  continued  firm  to  us,  from  ani- 
mofity  to  them,  or  contented  themfelves  with  being  mere  lookers  on,  and 
did  not  moleft  us.  Cortes  in  confequence  of  our  lofTes  ordered  a  cefta- 
tion  of  attacks,  which  lafted  for  the  fpace  of  four  days,  during  which 
we  did  not  quit  our  pofts,  having  loft  near  eighty  men,  and  feven  hor- 
fes,  -in  the  laft  engagement.  The  enemy  alfo  gained  ground  on  us,  and 
made  new  ditches  and  water  cuts,  but  we  had  a  very  deep  and  defen- 
iible  one  in  front  of  our  quarters.  Sandoval  and  Tapia  on  their  return 
to  the  general,  reported  to  him  the  valiant  manner  in  which  our  foldiers 
were  behaving  when  they  arrived  at  our  poftj  Sandoval  alfo  mentioned 
me  particularly,  and  faid  thofe  things  in  my  commendation,  which » 
exclufive  of  the  fad:s  being  known  to  our  whole  army,  would  not .  be 
proper  to  repeat  of  myfelf. 

During  this  ceflation,  our  whole  force  of  infantry  kept  guard  on 
the  caufeway  at  night,  flanked  by  the  brigantines,  one  half  of  the  ca- 
valry patroling  in  Tacuba,  the  other  half  on  the  caufeway.  In  the  morn- 
ing we  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy,  who  every  day  continued  facri- 
ficing  our  poor  companions,  and  when  they  attacked,  reviled  us  faying, 
that  our  flefli  was  too  bitter  to  be  eaten,  and  truly  it  feems  that  fuch  a 
miracle  was  WTOught.  For  five  days  together  the  enemy  continued 
their  aftaults,  being  promifed,  as  they  laid,  our  deftrudion,  by  their 
gods,  within  the  fpace  of  eight  days;  but  their  gods  as  it  appears  to  me, 
were  perverfe  and  treacherous  to  them,  not  permitting  them  to  think  of 
peace,  and  thus  leading  them  to  ruin.  This  language  however,  and 
the  laft  menace  in  particular,  had  fuch  an  effed:  upon  oiir  allies,  toge- 
ther with  the  bad  appearance  of  our  affairs,  that  they  almoft  entirely 
deferted  us  in  the  courfe  of  a  night.  The  only  one  who  remained  with 
Cortes,  was,  Suchel,  otherv/ife  Don  Carlos,  brother  of  Fernando  lord 
of  Tezcuco.     He  was  a  man  of  great  bravery.     His  friends  who  ftaid 
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by  him  amounted  to  about  forty.  With  Sandoval  remained  the  chief 
of  Guaxocingd,  with  about  fifty,  and  in  ours  the  brave  Chichimecate-, 
cle,  the  two  fons  of  our  friend  D.  Lorenzo  de  Vargas,  and  about  eighty 
Tlafcalans.  Being  queftioned  as  to  the  flight  of  their  countrymen  they 
faid,  that  the  gods  of  the  Mexicans  had  predidied  our  deftrudion ;  that 
they  faw  us  all  wounded,  and  many  killed,  that  their  own  lofs  was 
above  one  thoufand  two  hundred  killed,  and  that  the  younger  Xicoten- 
ga  had  from  the  firft  foretold  that  we  fliould  be  all  put  to  death;  and 
therefore,  confidering  us  as  lofl,  their  countrymen  had  quitted  us.  Cor- 
tes though  he  thought  what  they  faid  much  too  true,  put  on  a  chear- 
ful  appearance,  ridiculed  the  predid:ions  of  the  enemy,  and  affured  them 
that  all  would  do  well.  He  thereby  was  fortunate  enough  to  induce 
the  few  who  yet  remained  to  ftay  with  us  to  the  laft.  The  Indian  Don 
Carlos,  a  brave  and  wife  man  now  reprefented  to  Cortes  the  erroneous 
fyftem  on  which  he  had  atted,  and  alfo  that  which  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  pointed  out,  advifing  him  not  to  fufter  his  troops  to  fight.  **Cut 
**  off"  faid  he  * 'their  provifions  and  water;  there  are  in  Mexico  fo  ma- 
**  ny  Xiquipils  of  warriors,  how  can  they  fubfifl?  their  provifions  muft 
**  at  fome  time  be  expended,  the  water  which  they  get  from  the  wells 
**  is  fait,  and  they  have  no  re{burce  but  from  the  frequent  rains ;  fight 
**  them  by  hunger  and  thirft,  and  do  not  throw  away  your  own  force.'* 
Cortes  embraced  D.  Carlos  for  his  advice;  not  that  the  fame  had  not 
occurred  to  many  of  us  before,  but  we  were  too  impatient. 

Cortes  began  upon  his  new  fyflem,  by  fending  orders  to  all  the 
detachments  to  remain  in  their  quarters  for  the  next  three  days.  As 
the  enemy  were  fo  flrong  upon  the  lake,  we  always  fent  out  two  vefTels 
in  company;  they  had  now  acquired  the  method  of  breaking  through 
the  pallifadoes  by  the  force  of  oars  and  fails,  when  there  was  a  good 
wind.  Thus  we  were  mailers  of  the  lake,  and  alfo  of  all  the  houfes 
which  were  at  any  little  diftance  from  the  city.  This  flackened  the 
triumphs  of  the  Mexicans.  As  our  veflels  broke  through  the  enemy's 
pallifadoes,  they  could  ilank  us  wliile  we  carried  on  our  work,  filling 
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the  ditches  in  our  front.     This  we  efFedledat  all  our  pofts  in  the  fpace 
of  four  days,  Cortes  himfelf  carrying  the  beams  and  earth. 

During  each  night  of  this  period  the  enemy  continued  beating  their 
accurfed  drum  in  the  great  temple;  nothing  can  equal  the  difmal  im- 
prefTion  its  found  conveyed.  They  were  then  in  the  execution  of  their 
infernal  ceremonies;  the  whole  place  was  illuminated,  and  their  fhricks 
at  certain  intervals  pierced  the  air.  For  ten  nights  together  were  they 
thus  employed  in  putting  to  death  our  unfortunate  companions ;  Chrif- 
toval  de  Guzman  was  the  lafl  facrificed ;  he  was  in  their  hands  eighteen 
days;  this  we  were  informed  by  fome  of  our  prifoners,  and  for  every 
facrifice,  we  were  told  that  their  war  god  renewed  to  them  the  promife 
of  vi(5lory.  The  enemy  at  times  during  the  foregoing  period  brought 
our  own  crofsbows  againft  us,  and  made  the  unfortunate  prifoners  fhoot 
them;  but  our  poft  derived  its  fafety  from  the  excTellent  management  of 
the  two  guns  under  P.  M.  Medrano,  and  we  ftill  advanced,  gaining 
every  day  a  bridge  or  a  parapet.  Our  veffels  alfo  continually  intercept- 
ed their  canoes  loaded  with  provifion  and  water,  alfo  thofe  which  were 
employed  in  procuring  that  nutritive  fubflance  which  when  dry  refem- 
bles  cheefe,  and  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  In  this  manner  of 
proceeding  twelve  or  thirteen  days  had  now  pafTed,  our  lives  therefore 
exceeded  the  date  allowed  them  by  the  prediction  of  the  Mexican  priefts. 
This  gave  our  allies  courage,  and  in  compliance  with  the  requifition  of 
our  fteady  friend  Suchel,  two  thoufand  warriors  from  Tezcuco  returned 
to  us.  There  came  with  them  Captain  Pedro  Sanchez  Farfan,  and  An- 
thonio  de  Villaroel,  afterwards  married  to  La  Ojeda,  who  had  been  left 
behind  in  Tezcuco.  Many  bodies  alfo  of  our  Tlafcalan  and  other  allies 
arrived  about  the  fame  time.  Cortes  having  fummoned  their  chiefs, 
made  them  a  fpeech,  partly  of  reprimand  and  partly  of  hopes  and  pro- 
mifes,  concluding  it  with  an  admonition  to  them  not  to  put  to  death  any 
of  the  Mexicans,  as -it  was  his  wifli  to  negociate  for  peace. 

The  heavy  rains  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  were  much  in  our  favor, 
ihe  enemy  always  relaxing  in  their  exertions  when  they  came  on.     We 
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had  now  advanced  considerably  into  the  city  at  each  of  the  three  attacks ; 
we  had  alfo  reached  the  fountains  of  brackifli  water,  which  we  totally 
deftroyed,  and  the  cavalry  could  a6l  through  the  whole  fpace  which 
we  had  gained,  as  it  was  our  care  to  make  it  level  for  them. 

Our  general  thought  the  prefent  a  good  juncfture  to  offer  peace  to 
the  Mexicans ;  he  therefore  propofed  to  three  of  his  principal  prifoners 
to  go  with  his  mefTagc  to  their  king,  Guatimotzin,  but  they  declined 
it,  alledging  that  he  would  certainly  put  them  to  death.  At  length 
Irowever  he  prevailed  with  them  to  carry  his  propofal,  which  was  to 
this  purport.  That  from  the  affe(5lion  he  bore  to  all  the  family  of  the 
great  Montezuma,  in  order  alfo  to  prevent  the  deftrudiion  of  that  great 
city,  and  the  lofs  of  lives,  he  was  willing  to  treat  of  peace,  calling  to 
the  recolle(5lion  of  Guatimotzin,  that  his  troops  and  people  were  cut  off 
from  provifions  and  water,  and  that  all  thofe  nations  which  had  former- 
ly been  the  vafTals  of  Mexico  were  now  the  allies  of  the  Spaniards ;  with 
many  more  ftrong  arguments  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  the  embafla- 
dors  very  well  underftood.  Previous  to  their  going  they  deiired  that 
the  general  would  provide  them  with  a  letter,  under  w  hich  authority 
they  waited  on  the  monarch,  fobbing  and  wailing  bitterly,  as  knowing 
the  danger  which  attended  their  bulinefs.  At  firll  Guatimotzin  and  his 
chiefs  appeared  enraged,  but  the  moderation  of  his  difpolition  prevailed, 
and  he  refolved  to  call  a  council  compofed  of  the  princes,  chiefs,  and 
priefts  of  the  city.  Guatimotzin  opened  the  bufinefs  by  exprefling  his 
own  inclination  to  come  into  terms,  expofing  the  inefficacy  of  their  re- 
fiftance,  the  defertion  of  their  allies,  and  the  diftreffes  of  the  people. 
The  priefts  took  the  oppoiite  opinion.  They  reprefented  the  condud  of 
the  Spaniards  from  the  firft,  their  treatment  of  his  uncle  the  great  Mon- 
tezuma, of  Cacamatzin,  and  of  various  other  princes  as  foon  as  they 
had  got  them  in  their  power;  alfo  the  death  of  the  two  fons  of  Mon- 
tezuma, which  they  laid  to  theij:  charge,  the  deftru6lion  and  wafte  of 
the  wealth  of  Mexico,  and  the  marks  of  llavery  with  which  they  had 
branded  other  nations.  They  reminded  him  of  his  own  martial  fame 
and  conducft,  of  the  iniidioufnefs  of  Cortes  and.  his  offers,  and  the 
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promifes  of  vi<5lory  they  had  obtained  from  tH^f  gods.  Guatimot^ili 
then  exprelTed  his  determination  to  fight  to  the  laft  man  and  gave  orders 
to  fpare  the  provisions  as  much  as  poflible,  to  link  wells  in  various  pla- 
ces, and  to  endeavour  to  obtain  fupplies  by  night. 

Our  army  remained  at  their  ports  for  two  days  quietly,  expelling 
the  anfwer  from  Mexico.  We  were  then  attacked  at  all  points  by  great 
bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  fell  on  us  like  lions,  clofing  upon  and  endea- 
vouring to  feize  us  in  their  hands,  whenever  the  horn  of  Guatimotzin 
was  founded.  For  feven  days  were  we  thus  engaged,  watching  in  a 
body  during  the  night,  at  day  break  going  into  adiion,  fighting  during 
the  day,  and  in  the  evening  retiring  to  confole  ourfelves  with  our  mifery 
of  maize  cakes,  agi  or  pepper,  tunas,  and  herbs.  Our  ofter  of  peace 
only  ferved  for  new  matter  for  the  enemy  to*  revile  us  on,  reproaching 
us  as  cowards,  and  faying,  that  peace  was  for  women  and  arms  for 
men. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  wretched  remains  of  our  country- 
men were  fent  round  to  different  provinces,  to  fummon  and  encourage 
them  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Mexicans.  In  confequence,  a  force  af- 
fembled  from  Matalzingo,  Malinalco,  and  other  places  at  the  diflance 
of  eight  leagues  from  Mexico,  to  fall  on  our  rear,  while  the 
enemy  from  the  city  attacked  us  in  front.  When  they  had  afTembled 
as  above  mentioned,  they  began  to  commit  outrages  upon  the  country 
between  them  and  us,  feizing  the  children  in  order  to  facrifice.  Com- 
plaints of  this  coming  to  Gortcs,  he  detached  Andres  de  Tapia  with 
twenty  cavalry  and  one  hundred  infantry  againfl  the  enemy.  This 
officer  executed  his  mifTion  completely,  driving  them  back  to  their  own 
country  with  lofs. 

Cortes  then  fent  Sandoval  to  aflifl  the  people  of  the  diflridt  called 
by  us  Cuernabaca,  who  were  attacked  in  the  fame  manner.  There  is 
much  to  fay  in  refped:  to  this  expedition;  too  much  indeed  to  be  able 
to  do  juilicc  to  it  without  going  into  the  details;  fuffice  it  that  it  was 
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more  peaceable  than  warlike,,  anct  of  the  happief^  efFe<5l:  for  us,  Sandoval 
returning  accompanied  by  two  chiefs  of  the  nation  he  had  marched 
againfl.  His  return  was  very  fudden,  in  order  to  protect  our  ports, 
which  were  in  a  moft  perilous  way;  for  this  draft  had  difmantled  them, 
as  he  had  with  him  every  man  really  fit  for'duty,  being  twenty  cavalry 
and  eighty  infantry.  However  he  by  his  expedition  faved  both  our  al- 
lies and  us. 

Cortes  now  again  fent  an  embaffy  to  Guatimotzin,  faying  he  had 
his  Monarch's  orders  to  fave  if  poITible  that  fine  city ;  he  reminded  Gu- 
atimotzin of  the  diftr^fs  of  the  wretched  people,  and  to  convince  him 
that  he  had  no  hope  from  his  allies,  he  fent  the  meffage  by  the  two 
chiefs  who  accompanied  Sandoval.  The  Mexican  monarch  returned  no 
anfwer,  except  ordering  the  ambaffadors  immediately  to  quit  the  city. 
The  enemy  now  increafed  every  day  the  fury  of  their  attacks ;  their  ex- 
preflions  were,  **Tenitoz  re  de  Cajftilla!  Tenitoz  Axaca?"  which  means, 
**  what  fays  the  king  of  Caftille?  what  does  he  now?"  We  ftill  con- 
tinued advancing  towards  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  obferved  that  not- 
withftanding  the  rage  with  which  they  aflailed  us,  for  it  feemed  as  if 
they  wiihed  to  meet  their  deaths,  there  was  not  fo  much  movement 
among  them  as  formerly,  nor  did  they  fo  bufily  employ  themfelves  in 
opening  the  ditches.  We  alfo  had  caufe  for  reflection  of  a  lefs  pleafant 
nature  which  was,  that  our  powder  was  almoft  reduced  to  nothing. 
At  this  moment  mofl:  fortunately,  arrived  at  the  port  of  Villa  Rica,  a 
veflel  with  foldiers  and  ordnance  flores,  one  of  an  armament  fitted  out 
by  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez  de  Aillon,  which  had  been  deflroyed 
or  difperfed  near  the  Iflands  of  Florida.  The  relief  and  reinforcement 
were  immediately  forwarded  to  Cortes,  by  his  lieutenant,  RangeL 
It  was  now  determined  by  Cortes  and  all  the  army  to  pulh  for  the  great 
place  or  Taltelulco  of  the  city,  on  account  of  the  principal  temples  and 
ilrong  buildings  being  there.  Each  of  our  detachments  therefore  ad- 
vanced for  the  purpofe.  Cortes  got  pofleflion  of  a  fmall  fquare  at  which 
were  fome  temples ;  in  thofe  temples  were  beams  whereon  were  placed 
the  heads  of  many  of  our  foldiers ;  their  hair  and  beards  had  much 

grown; 


(     307     ) 

grown ;  I  could  not  have  believed  it  had  I  not  feen  it  witli  my  own  eyes 
in  three  days  after,  when  our  party  had  advanced  near  enough  to  get  a 
view  of  them,  after  having  filled  two  canals.  I  recognifed  the  features 
of  three  of  our  friends,  and  the  rears  came  into  my  eyes  at  the  fight. 
In  twelve  days  they  were  all  buried  by  us  in  that  which  is  liow  named 
the  church  of  the  martyrs. 

The  detachment  of  Alvarado  continued  to  advance,  and  after  an 
engagement  of  two  hours  forced  the  enemy  from  their  barricades  in  the 
great  fquare.  The  cavalry  now  rendered  good  fervice  in  the  open  fpace, 
and  the  enemy  were  driven  before  us  into  the  temple  of  the  war  god. 
Alvarado  divided  his  forces  into  three  bodies,  and  while  he  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  with  two,  he  ordered  the  third,  commanded  by 
Gutierrc  de  Badajoz,  to  drive  them  from,  and  take  pofTeffion  of  the 
great  temple.  The  enemy,  headed  by  their  priefts,  occupied  the  ado- 
ratories  or  fandluaries  of  their  idols,  and  repulfed  our  troops,  driving 
them  down  the  fteps ;  which  being  obferved  by  Alvarado,  he  then  fent 
lis  to  fupport  them,  and  on  our  arrival,  having  afcended  to  the  top,  we 
completely  drove  the  enemy  from  that  poftj  having  done  which,  we 
fet  fire  to  the  images  of  their  falfe  gods,  and  planted  our  ftandard  on  the 
fummit  of  the  temple.  The  view  of  this  fignal  of  victory  rejoiced  Cor- 
tes, who  would  fain  have  joined  us,  but  he  had  it  not  in  his  po\ycr. 
He  was  then  diftant  a  quarter  of  a  league,  and  had  many  ditches  to  fill 
as  he  advanced.  In  four  days  from  this  time,  both  he  and  Sandoval  had 
worked  their  way  to  us,  and  the  communications  to  the  three  pofls  were 
opened  through  the  centre  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  This  attack  upon 
the  temple  was  truly  perilous;  the  edifice  was  very  lofty,  and  the  ene- 
my numerous  j  and  they  continued  to  engage  us  on  the  flat  ground  at 
the  fummit,  from  the  time  that  we  had  fet  fire  to  the  idols  and  their 
adoratories,,  until  night.  The  royal  palaces  were  now  levelled  to  the 
ground,  Guatimotzin  and  his  troops  having  retired  to  a  quarter  of  the 
city  more  diftant  from  the  centre,  and  towards  the  lake. 

Still  they  attacked  us  in  the  day,  and  at  night  purfued  us  to  our 
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quarters,  and  thus  time  pafTed  over,  and  no  propolition  was  made  con- 
cerning peace.  Our  chiefs  then  propofed  a  plan  of  laying  ambufcades. 
Thirty  cavalry  and  one  hundred  infantry  of  the  prime  of  our  army, ,  to- 
gether v^ith  one  thoufand  Tlafcalans  were  pofled  in  concealment,  in 
fome  large  houfes  which  had  belonged. to  a  nobleman  of  the  city.  This 
was  done  during  the  night.  Cortes  with  the  reft  of  his  troops,  in  the 
morning  went  to  attack  a  poft  at  a  bridge,  which  Guatimotzin  had  or- 
dered to  be  fupported  by  a  large  force.  Cortes  after  his  firft  attack  re- 
treated, drawing  the  enemy  after  him,  by  the  buildings  where  the  troops 
were  placed  in  concealment.  At  the  proper  moment  he  fired  two  fhots 
clofe  together  as  a  fignal  to  us  j  we  fallied  out,  and  the  enemy  being 
cnclofcd  between  us,  our  allies,  and  the  party  of  Cortes  which  faced 
about,  a  dreadful  havoc  was  made  of  them,  and  from  that  time  they 
no  more  annoyed  us  in  our  retreat.  Another  trap  was  alfo  laid  for  them 
by  Alvarado,  but  not  with  the  fame  fuccefs;  I  was  not  prcfent  at  it, 
being  ordered  by  Cortes  to  do  duty  for  that  time  with  his  party. 

From  our  quarters  we  had  to  march  above  half  a  league  to  meet 
the  enemy ;  we  now  therefore  quitted  that  poft  altogether,  and  lodged 
ourfelves  in  the  great  fquare  or  Taltelulco.  Here  we  were  for  three  days 
without  doing  any  thing  worth  mentioning :  we  alfo  abftained  from  de- 
fboying  any  more  of  the  city,  in  the  hopes  of  peace. 

Cortes  at  this  time  fent  to  Guatimotzin  requefting  him  to  furrender, 
under  the  ftrongeft  aftlirances  of  enjoying  the  plentitude  of  power  and 
honors.  He  accompanied  this  embafty  with  as  handfome  a  prefent  as 
his  fituation  permitted,  of  provifions,  bread,  fowls,  fruit,  and  game. 
Guatimotzin  as  he  was  advifed  to  do  by  thofe  whom  he  confulted,  dif- 
fimulated,  and  Teemed  inclined  to  a  pacification.  He  fent  four  of  his 
principal  nobility,  with  a  promife  to  come  to  an  interview  with  Cortes 
in  three  days.  But  this  was  all  feigned;  he  employed  the  time  in  for- 
tifying his  quarter  of  the  town,  and  making  preparations  to  attack  us. 
He  alfo  endeavoured  to  amufe  us  by  a  fecond  embafty,  but  we  were 
now  advifed  of  his  fchemes.     In  fadl,  from  what  he  was  told  by  thok 

about 


(     309     ) 

about  him,  and  from  the  example  of  his  uncle  Montezuma,  he  was 
afraid  to  truft  himfelf  in  our  hands.  But  the  maflc  was  foon  thrown 
ofF;  we  were  attacked  by  great  bodies  of  the  enemy,  with  fuch  violence 
that  it  appeared  as  if  all  was  beginning  anew.  Having  been  rather  ta- 
ken by  furprife,  they  did  us  at  firft  fome  mifchief,  killed  one  foldier, 
and  two  horfes;  but  in  the  end  we  fent  them  back  with  very  little  to 
boaft  of.  Cortes  ordered  his  troopr  now  to  proceed  againft  that  part  of 
the  city  where  the  quarters  of  Guatimotzin  were;  accordingly  we  began 
upon  our  former  fyftem,  and  gained  ground  as^we  had  before  done  elfe- 
where.  When  the  king  perceived  this,  he  defired  an  interview  with 
Cortes,  on  the  fide  of  a  large  canal  which  was  to  feparate  them.  To 
this  Cortes  readily  affented,  and  it  was  to  take  place  on  the  enfuing 
morning.  Cortes  attended,  but  Guatimotzin  never  appeared;  inflead 
of  which  he  fent  feveral  of  his  principal  nobility,  who  faid  that  the  king 
did  not  think  proper  to  come,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  we  might 
(hoot  him  during  the  parley.  Cortes  then  engaged  by  the  mofl  folemn 
oaths  not  to  do  him  any  injury  whatever,  but  it  was  of  no  efte<5l.  A 
ridiculous  farce  was  played  here ;  two  of  the  nobility  who  attended  on 
the  part  of  Guatimotzin,  took  out  of  a  fack,  bread,  a  fowl,  and  cher- 
ries, which  they  began  to  eat,  in  order  to  imprefs  the  Spaniards  with  an 
idea  that  they  were  not  in  want.  Cortes  feeing  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  treated,  fent  back  an  hollile  meflage  and  retired;  after  this  we 
were  left  unmolefted  for  the  fpace  of  four  or  five  days.  During  this 
time  numbers  of  wretched  Indians,  reduced  by  famine,  furrounded  our 
quarters  every  night.  Cortes  pitied  their  miferable  fituation,  and  hop^ 
ing  that  it  might  induce  the  enemy  to  come  into  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion, ordered  the  cefTation  of  hoflilities  to  be  flrid:ly  adhered  to;  but  no 
overture  of  the  kind  was  made. 

There  was  in  the  army  of  Cortes  a  foldier  who  boafted  of  having 
fcrved  in  Italy,  and  of  the  great  battles  which  he  had  feen  there.  His 
name:  was  Sotelo,  and  he  was  a  native  of  Seville.  This  man  was  eter- 
mally  talking  of  the  wonderful  military  machines  which  he  knew  the 
art  of  conflrudtihg,  and  how  he  could  make  a  flone  engine  which. 
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■fhould  in  two  days  dcftroy  that  whole  quarter  of  the  city  where  Guati- 
motzin  had  retreated.  He  told  Cortes  fo  many  fine  things  of  this  kind, 
that  he  perfuaded  him  into  a  trial  of  his  experiments,  lime,  ftone,  and 
timber  being  brought,  according  to  his  delire;  the  carpenters  were  alib^ 
fet  to  work,  two  ftrong  cables  were  made,  and  (tones  the  fize  of  a  bufhel 
were  prepared.  The  machinery  was  now  all  ready,  the  flone  which 
was  to  be  ejed:ed  was  put  in  its  place,  and  the  whole  apparatus  was 
played  off*  againft  the  quarters  of  Guatimotzin.  But  behold  I  inftead  of 
taking  that  dired:ion,  the  ftone  flew  up  vertically  into  the  air,  and  re- 
turned exa(5lly  into  the  place  from  whence  it  had  been  launched.  Cortes 
was  enraged  and  afliamed :  he  reproached  the  foldier,  and  ordered  the 
machinery  to  be  taken  down;  but  ftill  it  continued  the  joke  of  the 
army. 

Cortes  now  gave  orders  to  Sandoval,  to  go  with  the  flotilla  againft 
that  part  or  nook  of  the  city  whither  Guatimotzin  had  retired,  caution- ^ 
ing  him  at  the  fame  time  not  to  kill  or  injure  any  Mexican,  unlefs  he 
was  attacked,  nor  even  then  to  do  more  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  his  own  defence;  but  to  level  all  the  houfes,  and  the  many  advan- 
ced works  which  the  enemy  had  made  in  the  lake.  Cortes  afcended 
then  into  the  great  temple,  with  feveral  of  his  officers  and  foidiers,  to 
obferve  the  movements  of  his  fleet.  When  Sandoval  approached  the 
quarters  of  Guatimotzin,  that  prince,  who  had  great  apprehenfions  of 
being  made  prifoner,  availed  himfelf  of  the  preparations  which  he  had 
made  for  his  efcape,  and  embarking  himfelf,  his  family,  his  courtiers,  and 
officers,  with  their  mofl:  valuable  efleds,  on  board  fifty  large  piraguas, 
the  whole  body  fet  off"  for  the  main  land,  as  did  all  his.  nobility  and 
chiefs  in  various  directions .  Sandoval  who  was  at  this  time  occupied 
in  making  his  way  by  tearing  down  the  houfes,  received  immediate  no- 
tice of  the  flight  of  Guatimotzin.  He  infl:antly  fet  out  in  the  purfuit, 
giving  Arid  orders  that  no  injury  or  infult  fliould  be  offered,  but  that 
each  fhould  keep  a  fl:eady  eye  upon  the  royal  veflel,  and  do  his  utmofl: 
to  get  poffefllon  of  it.  He  particularly  dired:ed  however  Garci  Holguin, 
his  intimate  friend,  and  captain  of  the  quickefl:  iailer  of  the  fleet,  t<> 
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make  for  that  part  of  the  fliore  whither  Guatlmotzin  was  moft  hkel/ 
to  go.  Accordingly  this  officer  followed  his  inftrii(5lions,  and  falling 
in  with  the  veiTels,  from  certain  particulars  in  its  appearance,  flru(5liire, 
and  awning,  he  afcertained  that  which  the  king  was  on  board  of.  He 
made  figns  to  the  people  in  it  to  bring  to,  but  without  effed: ;  he  then 
ordered  his  crofsbow-men  and  mufqueteers  to  prefent,  upon  which  Gu- 
atlmotzin called  out  to  them  not  to  (hoot,  and  approaching  the  velTel, 
acknowledged  himfelf  for  what  he  was,  declaring  his  readinefs  to  fub- 
mit,  and  go  with  them  to  their  general,  but  requeuing  that  his  queen, 
his  children,  and  attendants  fliould  be  fuffered  to  remain  unmolefted. 
Holguin  received  him  with  the  greateft  refped:,  together  with  his  queen, 
and  twenty  of  his  nobility.  He  feated  them  on  the  poop  of  his  fhip, 
and  provided  refrefliments  for  them,  commanding,  that  the  piraguas 
which  carried  the  kings  efiedls,  fhould  follow  untouched. 

Sandoval  at  this  moment  made  a  fignal  for  the  flotilla  to  clofe  up 
to  him,  and  perceived  that  Guatlmotzin  was  prifoner  to  Holguin,  who 
was  taking  him  to  Cortes,     Upon  this  he  ordered  his  rowTrs   to  exert 
their  utmoft  to  bring  him  up  to  Holguin's  veflel,  and  having  arrived  by 
the  fide  of  it,  he  demanded  Guatlmotzin  to  be  delivered  to  him  as  gene- 
ral of  the  whole  force,-  but  Holguin  refufed,  alledging  that  he  had  no^ 
claim  whatever.     A  velTel  which  wxnt  to  carry  the"  Intelligence  of  the 
great  event,  brought  alfo  to  Cortes  who  was  then  on  the  fummit  of  the 
great  temple  In  the  Taltelulco,  very  near  the  part  of  the  lake  where  Gu- 
atlmotzlft  was  captured,  an  account  of  the  difpute  between  his  officers.. 
Cortes  inflantly  difpatched  Captain  Luis  Marin  and  Francifco  de  Lugo, 
to  bring  the  whole  party  together  to  his  quarters,  and  thus  to  flop  all 
litigation;  but  he  enjoined  them  not  to  omit  treating  Guatimotzin  and 
his  queen  with  the  greatefl  refpe£t.     During  the  interval,  he  employed 
himfelf  in  arranging  a  fl-ate,  as  well  as  he  could,  with  cloths  and  man- 
tles.    He  alfo  prepared  a  table  with  refrefhments,  to  receive  his  prifo- 
ners.     As  foon  as  they  appeared,  he  went  forward  to  meet  them,  and 
embracing  Guatimotzin,  treated  him  and  all  his  attendants,  with;  every 
inark  of  refpe(ft.     The  unfortunate  monarch,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,, 
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and  finking  under  afflidion,  then  addrefTcd  him  in  the  following 
words.  **  Malintzin!  I  have  done  that  which  was  my  duty  in  thede- 
*'  fence  of  my  kingdom  and  people;  my  efforts  have  failed,  and  being 
**  now  brought  by  force  a  prifoncr  in  your  hands,  draw  that  poinard 
**  frohi  your  fide,  and  flab  me  to  the  heart."  Cortes  embraced,  and 
ufed  every  exprefTion  to  comfort  him,  by  affurances  that  he  held  him 
in  high  eftimation  for  the  valour  and  firmnefs  he  had  fliewn,  and  that 
he  had  required  a  fubmiilion  from  him  and  the  people  at  the  time  that 
they  could  no  longer  reafonably  hope  for  fuccefs,  in  order  to  prevent 
further  deftrudiion ;  but  that  was  all  pafl,  and  no  more  to  be  thought 
of;  he  fhould  continue  to  reign  over  the  people,  as  he  had  done  before. 
Cortes  then  enquired  after  his  queen,  to  which  Guatimotzin  replied, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  compliance  of  Sandoval  with  his  requefl,  fhe 
and  her  women  remained  in  the  piraguas,  until  Cortes  fhould  decide  as 
to  their  fate.  The  general  then  caufed  them  to  be  fent  for,  and  treated 
them  in  the  beft  manner  his  fituation  afforded.  The  evening  was  draw- 
ing on,  and  it  appeared  likely  to  rain;  he  therefore  fent  the  whole  roy- 
al family  to  Cuyoacan,  under  the  care  of  Sandoval.  The  refl  of  the 
troops  then  returned  to  their  former  quarters ;  we  to  ours  of  Tacuba, 
and  Cortes,  proceeding  to  Cuyoacan,  took  the  command  there,  fending. 
Sandoval  to  refume  his  flation  at  Tepeaquilla.  Thus  was  the  fiege  of 
Mexico  brought  to  a  conclufion  by  the  capture  of  Guatimotzin  and  his 
chiefs,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Augufh,  at  the  hour  of  vefpers,  being  the 
day  of  St.  Hyppolitus,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  one.  Glorified  be  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  an4-  our  la- 
dy the  Holy  Virgin  Mary  his  blelTed  mother,  amen ! 

In  the  night  after  Guatimotzin  was  made  prifoner,  there  was  the 
greatefl  tempeft  of  rain,  thunder,  and  lightening,  efpecially  about  mid- 
night, that  ever  was  known;  but  all  the  foldiers  were  as  deaf  as  if  they 
had  been  for  an  hour  in  a  fleeple,  with  the  bells  ringing  about  their 
ears.  This  was  owing  to  the  continual  noife  of  the  enemy  for  ninety 
three  days;  fome  preparing  their  troops  and  bringing  them  on,  fhout- 
Jng,  calling,  and  whiflling,  as  fignals  to  attack  us  on  the  caufeway ; 
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others  in  the  canoes  coming  to  attack  our  vcffels ;  fome  again  at  work 
upon  their  pallifadoes,  or  opening  the  ditches  and  water  cuts,  and  mak- 
ing flone  parapets,  or  preparing  their  magazines  of  darts  and  arms,  and 
the  women  fupplying  the  dingers  with  their  ammunition.  Then  from 
the  temples  and  adoratories  of  their  accurfed  idols,  thetimbals  and  horns, 
and  the  mournful  found  of  their  great  drum,  and  other  difmal  noifes, 
were  incelTantly  afTailing  our  ears,  fo  that  day  or  night  we  could  hardly 
hear  each  other  fpeak.  But  thefe  dins  immediately  ceafed  on  the  cap- 
ture of  Guatimotzin,  for  which  reafon  as  I  have  obferved,  we  felt  like 
fo  many  men  juil  efcaped  from  a  fteeple  where  all  the  bells  were  ringing 
about  our  ears. 

Guatimotzin  was  of  a  noble  appearance  both  in  perfon  and  counte- 
nance; his  features  were  rather  large,  and  chearful,  with  lively  eyes. 
His  age  was  about  twenty  three  or  four  years,  and  his  complexion  ve- 
ry fair  for  an  Indian.  His  queen  the  niece  of  Montezuma,  was  young, 
and  very  handfome. 

In  regard  to  the  difpute  between  Sandoval  and  Holguin,  Cortes 
related  to  them  the  circumftance  from  the  Roman  hiftory,  of  the  capture 
of  Jugurtha,  and  the  difpute  of  Marius  and  Sylla,  about  which  of  them 
fhould  have  the  honor  of  it,  and  that  this  difpute  was  produdlive  of 
moft  fatal  civil  wars ;  but  faid  that  he  would  lay  the  whole  affair  before 
his  Majefty,  by  whofe  arbitration  it  fhould  be  decided,  which  of  the 
two  (hould  have  the  adtion  emblazoned  in  his  arms.  In  two  years  from 
this  time  the  Emperor*s  orders  upon  the  fubjed:  arrived ;  they  were  to 
this  purpofe;  that  Cortes  fhould  bear  in  his  arms  the  feven  kings,  re- 
prefenting  Montezuma,  Guatimotzin,  and  the  princes  of  Tezcuco, 
Iztapalapa,  Cuyoacan,  Tacuba,  and  Matalzingo. 

What  I  am  going  to  mention  is  truth,  and  I  fwear  and  fay  amen 
to  it.  I  have  read  of  the  deflrudtion  of  Jerufalem,  but  I  cannot  conceive 
that  the  mortality  there  exceeded  this  of  Mexico ;  for  all  the  people  from 
the  diflant  provinces  which  belonged  to  this  empire  had  concentrated 
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tliemfelves  here,  where  they  moftly  died*  The  flreets,  the  fquares, 
the  houfes,  and  the  courts  of  the  Taltelulco  were  covered  with  dead  bo- 
dies; we  could  not  flep  without  treading  on  them;  the  lake  and  canals 
were  filled  with  them,  and  the  flench  was  intolerable.  For  this  reafon, 
our  troops  immediately  after  the  capture  of  the  royal  family  retired  to 
their  former  quarters.  Cortes  himfelf  was  for  fome  time  ill  from  the 
effedl  of  it. 

The  vefTels  were  now  the  befl:  fituation,  thofe  on  board  carrying 
away  all  the  plunder,  for  they  had  accefs  to  houfes  in  the  water  which 
were  not  in  our  reach.  They  alfo  found  what  the  Mexicans  had  con- 
cealed in  the  reeds,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  and  intercepted  that 
which  was  carried  out  of  our  reach  by  water.  We  on  land  gained  no- 
thing but  honor  and  wounds.  The  wealth  our  navy  got  was  much 
more  than  we  could  guefs  at ;  Guatimotzin  and  all  his  chiefs  declaring, 
when  enquiry  was  made  as  to  the  public  treafure,  that  it  had  moftly 
fallen  into  their  hands. 

To  return  to  the  ftate  of  Mexico.  Guatimotzin  now  requefted  of 
Cortes,  that  permiilion  fhould  be  given  to  clear  the  city  entirely  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  purify  it,  and  reflore  its  falubrity.  Accordingly 
they  were  ordered  to  remove  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  for  three 
days,  and  three  nights,  all  the  caufeways  were  full,  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  of  men,  women,  and  children,  fo  weak  and  fickly,  fqualid 
and  dirty,  aiTd  peftilential,  that  it  was  mifery  to  behold  them.  When 
all  thofe  who  were  able  had  quitted  the  city,  we  went  to  examine  the 
ftate  of  it,  which  was  as  I  have  defcribed.  The  ftreets,  courts,  and 
houfes  were  covered  with  dead  bodies,  and  fome  miferable  wretches 
\ycre  creeping  about,  in  the  difterent  ftages  of  the  moft  offenfive  difor_ 
ders,  the  confequences  of  famine  and  improper  food.  The  ground  was 
all  broken  up  to  get  at  the  roots  of  fuch  vegetation  as  it  afforded,  and 
the  very  trees  were  ftripped  of  their  bark !  There  was  no  frefh  water  in 
the  town..  During  all  their  diftrefs  however,  though  their  conftant 
pradice  was  to  fcaft  on  fuch  as  they  took  prifoners,  no  inftance  occurred 

of 


(    3'5    ) 

of  their  having  preyed  on  each  other;  and  certainly  never  exifled  fince 
the  creation  a  people  which  fufFcred  fo  much  from  hunger,  thirft,  and 
warfare. 

After  having  returned  thanks  to  God,  Cortes  determined  to  cele- 
brate his  fuccefs  by  a  feftival  in  Cuyoacan;  a  veflel  had  arrived  at  Villa 
Rica  with  a  cargo  of  wine,  and  hogs  had  been  provided  from  the  Ifland 
of  Cuba.  To  this  entertainment  he  invited  all  the  officers  of  his  army, 
and  alfo  the  foldiers  of  eftimation,  and  all  things  being  prepared,  on 
the  day  appointed,  we  waited  on  our  general.  When  we  came  to  lit 
down  to  dinner  there  were  not  tables  for  one  half  of  us ;  this  brought 
on  great  confufion  among  the  company,  and  indeed  for  many  reafons  it 
would  have  been  much  better  let  alone.  The  plant  of  Noah  was  the 
caufe  of  many  fooleries  and  worfe  things ;  it  made  fome  leap  over  the 
tables  who  afterwards  could  not  go  out  at  the  doors,  and  many  rolled 
down  the  fteps.  The  private  foldiers  fwore  they  would  buy  horfes  with 
golden  harnefs ;  the  crofsbow-men  would  ufe  none  but  golden  arrows  ,• 
all  were  to  have  their  fortunes  made.  When  the  tables  were  taken  away 
the  foldiers  danced  in  their  armour,  with  the  ladies,  as  many  of  them 
as  there  were,  but  the  difproportion  in  numbers  was  very  great.  This 
fcene  was  truly  ridiculous.  I  will  not  mention  the  names,  fuffice  it  to 
fay  a  fair  field  was  opened  for  fatire.  Fray  De  Olmedo  thought  what 
he  obferved  at  the  feaft,  and  in  the  dances  too  fcandalous,  and  com- 
plained to  Sandoval ;  and  the  latter  diredtly  told  Cortes  how  the  reverend 
father  was  fcolding  and  grumbling.  Cortes,  difcreet  in  all  his  a6lions, 
then  came  to  him  and  afteding  to  difapprove  the  whole,  requeued  that 
he  would  order  a  folemn  mafs  and  thankfgiving,  and  preach  a  fermon 
to  the  foldiers  on  the  moral  and  religious  duties.  Fra  Bartholome  was 
highly  pleafed  at  this,  thinking  it  had  originated  fpontaneoufly  from 
Cortes,  and  not  knowing  that  the  hint  had  been  given  him  by  Sandoval. 
Accordingly,  the  crucifixes  and  the  image  of  our  Lady  were  borne  in  fo- 
lemn procelTion,  with  drums  and  ftandards;  the  litany  was  fung  during 
the  ceremony,  Fra  Bartholome  preached  and  adminiilered  the  facranieiit, 
and  we  returned  thanks  to  God  for  our  vidory. 

S  s  2  Cortes 
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Cortes  now  took  leave  of  his  allies,  the  Tlafcalan  chiefs,  and  alfo 
of  Suchel  otherwife  Don  Carlos,  a  very  brave  man,  as  was  another,  a 
captain  of  fome  city  near  the  lake  the  name  of  which  I  forget ;  but  he 
did  wonders.  Many  others  who  had  rendered  us  mofi:  important  fervi- 
ces  departed  at  the  fame  time.  Cortes  difmilTed  them  all  to  their  homes 
with  many  embraces,  thanks,  and  compliments,  promifing  that  he 
would  foon  make  them  rich,  and  great  lords,  and  give  them  lands  and 
vaflals,  {o  that  they  took  their  departure  in  high  fpirits.  They  had 
however  fecured  fomething  more  fubftantial  than  promifes,  for  they 
were  well  loaden  with  the  plunder  of  Mexico,  nor  were  they  behind  the 
enemy  in  their  cannibal  feafts,  carrying  with  them  portions  preferved, 
to  fupply  their  friends  on  their  return  home. 

Now  that  I  am  pafi:  thefe  furious  combats,  through  which,  prai- 
fed  be  God  he  was  pleafed  to  cond'ud:  me  fafe,  I  have  to  mention  a  cer- 
tain particularity  relative  to  myfelf,  and  it  is  this.  When  I  faw  the  fa- 
crifice  of  our  feventy  two  countrymen,  and  their  hearts  taken  out  and 
offered  to  the  war  god  of  the  Mexicans,  I  had  a  fenfation  of  fear.  Some 
may  confider  this  as  want  of  firmnefs ;  but  if  they  weigh  it  duly,  they 
will  find  that  it  was  in  truth  the  refult  of  too  much  courage,  which 
caufed  me  to  run  into  extreme  and  uncommon  dangers ;  for  in  that  day 
I  confidered  myfelf  a  moft  valiant  foldier,  and  was  fo  efteemed  by  all ; 
and  was  ufed  to  do  that  "which  was  attempted  by  the  boldeft,  and  I  was 
always  under  the  eye  of  my  captain.  As  I  have  before  obferved,  when 
I  faw  my  companions  facrificed,  their  hearts  taken  out  palpitating,  and 
their  legs  and  arms  cut  off  and  eaten,  I  feared  it  might  one  day  or  other 
be  my  own  lot,  for  they  had  me  in  their  hands  twice,  but  it  was  God's 
will  that  I  fhould  efcape;  but  I  remembered,  and  thought  on  what  I 
had  feen,  and  from  this  time  I  feared  that  cruel  death;  and  this  I  men- 
tion, becaiife  before  I  went  into  battle,  I  felt  a  great  depreffion  and  un- 
eafinefs  about  my  heart,  and  then  recommending  myfelf  to  God  and  his 
blefTed  mother  our  Lady,  the  inftant  I  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  it 
left  me.  Still  I  am  furprifed  that  it  came  upon  me  when  I  fhould  have 
felt  more  valiant  than  ever,  on  account  of  tlie  many  battles  in  which  1 
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had  been  engaged.  But  I  declare  I  never  knew  what  fear  was,  until 
I  faw  the  maffacre  of  the  feventy  two  foldiers.  Let  thofe  cavaliers  who 
have  been  in  defperate  battles  and  mortal  dangers  now  decide  what  was 
the  caufe  of  my  fears ;  I  fay  that  it  was  excefs  of  courage ;  and  for  this 
reafon;  that  I  knew  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger  into  which  I  was  deter- 
mined to  go,  and  knowingly,  and  voluntarily,  encountered  it.  Many 
engagements  are  related  in  my  hiilory  befides  thofe  I  was  at ;  but  if  my 
body  were  of  iron,  I  could  not  have  been  at  all;  and  I  was  much  of- 
tener  wounded  than  whole. 

I  muft  obferve,  that  the  Mexicans  did  not  kill  our  foldiers,  but- 
wounded,  and  carried  them  off,  to  facrifice  alive,  to  their  gods. 
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Tranfa&ions  and  occurrences  in  New  Spain  fuhfequent 

to  the  conquejt. 
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•FTER  the  conqueft,  as  foon  as  Cortes  had  leifure  to  turn  his 
mind  to  objed:s  of  police  and  internal  regulation,  he  directed  that  the 
aqueducts  fhould  be  reftored,  and  the  city  cleared  of  the  dead,  fo  that 
within  two  months  it  might  be  inhabited  as  before.  The  palaces  and 
houfes  he  ordered  to  be  repaired,  and  pointed  out  that  part  which  was 
to  be  inhabited  by  the  natives,  and  that  which  was  to  be  referved  for 
the  Spaniards. 

Guatimotzin  now  applied  in  the  name  of  many  of  his  principal- 
nobility  to  Cortes,  requeuing  that  he  would  order  fuch  of  their  women 
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of  rank  as  had  been  taken  by  our  foldiers,  to  be  delivered  to  their  huf- 
bands,  and  fathers.  The  general  found  fome  difficulty  in  this,  but 
agreed  to  permit  them  to  make  fearch,  and  fuch  as  wiflied  to  return,  he 
affured  them  that  he  would  caufe  to  be  given  up.  They  fearched 
through  every  houfe,  and  though  the  women  hid  themfelves  they  found 
many,  but  very  few  were  inclined  to  return;  they  declared  that  they 
detefted  the  idolatry  of  their  countrymen,  and  in  addition  they  were 
many  of  them  pregnant,  fo  that  of  the  whole  number  three  only  went 
back  to  their  families. 

One  of  the  firfl  public  w^orks  undertaken  was  an  arfenal  in  the 
city,  fo  fituated  as  to  include  our  flotilla.  Alvarado  was  to  the  befl  of 
my  knowledge  appointed  alcalde,  until  the  arrival  of  Salazar  de  la  Pe- 
drada.  All  the  gold,  filver,  and  jewels,  which  were  now  colleded  in 
Mexico,  amounted  to  the  paltry  fum  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand  crowns.  It  was  reported  that  Guatimotzin  had  thrown  great 
quantities  into  the  lake  four  days  before  the  furrender  of  the  town,  and 
it  was  well  known  that  a  confiderable  fliare  had  fallen  to  our  allies,  and 
to  thofe  who  ferved  on  board  the  fleet.  Cortes  was  not  forry  to  think 
Guatimotzin  had  it  concealed,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  it  all  for  himfelf. 

^  It  was  then  propofed  to  put  both  Guatimotzin  and  his  confidential  friend 
the  prince  of  Tacuba  to  the  torture,  to  extort  confefllon  from  them;  this 
was  certainly  very  contrary  to  the  inclination  and  difpofition  of  Cortes, 
who  could  not  approve  of  fuch  an  a(5t  of  cruelty  being  committed  on  a 
perfon  fo  diftinguiflied  as  Guatimotzin ;  one  who  was  abfolute  monarch 
of  a  country  three  times  larger  than  Caftille.  In  anfwer  to  all  enquiries 
the  king*s  officers  protefl:ed  that  there  was  no  more  than  what  had  been 
produced,  which  when  melted  and  run  into  bars  did  not  exceed  three 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  crowns.  From  this  the  fifth  for  the  Em- 
peror and  another  for  Cortes  were  deducted;  what  remained  did  not  at 
all  fatisfy  thofe  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico  who  were  not  before  friends 
to  Cortes.  They  fuggcfled  to  the  trcafurer  Alderete  that  the  general 
obje<51:ed  to  Guatimotzin  being  tortured,  in  order  to  get  the  gold  him- 

'felf  .     Cortes  was  therefore  obliged  to  leave  the  unfortunate  king  at  their 
^  difpofal. 
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difpofal,  as  well  as  the  lord  of  Taciiba.     What   this  inhuman  procefs 
extorted  from  them  was,  a  confeffion  that  they  had,  four  days  previous 
to  the  furrender,  thrown  treafure  into  the  lake,  and  alfo  the  mufquets, 
bows,  and  other  arms  taken  from  us  in  our  flight,  and  in  the  laft  defeat 
of  Cortes.     The  place  which  Guatimotzin  pointed  out  was  fearched  by 
the  beft  fwimjners,  to  no  effedt  whatever.     In  a  deep  pond  at  his  pa- 
lace was  found  a  fun  of  folid  gold,  fimilar  to  that  which  Montezuma 
had  given  us,  with  many  ornaments  of  fmall  value,  the  private  pro- 
perty of  Guatimotzin.     On  the  torture  the  Prince  of  Tacuba  declared 
that  he  had  gold  at  fome  large  houfes  he  poflfeircd  four  leagues  from  the 
town  of  Tacuba,  and  that,  if  there,  he  would  point  out  to  us  where  it 
was  buried.     Alvarado  and  fix  foldiers  whereof  I  was  one  accompanied 
him  thither;  when  we  arrived  he  declared  he  had  faid  fo  in  hopes   of 
dying  on  the  road,  for  that  he  had  no  treafure  whatever;  fo  we  remain- 
ed without  any  more  gold  to  melt.     The  fad:  is  that  the  treafury  was 
diminifhed  to  a  mere  trifle  before  it  came  into  Guatimotzin*s  hands ;  and 
1  and  many  others  who  faw  it  at  firfl:  knew  it  appeared  to  be  then  worth 
twice  what  it  was  when  brought  out  to  have  his  Majefly*s  {harededudl- 
ed:    I  obferved  many  articles  of  remarkable  and  curious  workman- 
(hip  mifl^ing  at  that  time;  they  were  taken  for  the  public  fervice, 

I  and  feveral  good  divers  fearched  that  part  of  the  lake  which  had 
been  pointed  out  by  Guatimotzin,  and  we  found  fome  pieces  of  gold  of 
little  value,  which  were  immediately  claimed  by  Cortes  and  Alderete. 
They  alfo  fent  down  perfons  and  were  themfelves  prefcnt,  but  all  they 
obtained  amounted  to  lefs  than  the  value  of  ninety  crowns.  This  made 
us  very  penfive  and  grave,  when  we  found  what  mere  trifles  our  fliares 
as  they  were  called  came  to.  For  this  reafon  Fra  Bartholome,  and 
other  cavaliers  and  captains,  reprefented  to  Cortes  that  it  would  be  befl: 
to  divide  that  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  whole  army,  among  the 
wounded,  the  halt,  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  fcorched,  and  the  fick; 
and  that  thofe  who  had  cfcaped  found  would  renounce  their  claims. 
This  they  faid  upon  an  exped:ation  that  it  might  draw  out  fome  of  the 
treafure  which  they  fufpe^led  was  concealed,     Cortes  replied  that  he 
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would  enquire,  and  re<5lify  all.  Our  captains  and  foldiers  were  then 
curious  to  know  what  the  fhares  came  to  for  each  man.  On  cafting  it 
•  up  it  appeared,  that  to  each  horfeman  there  came  one  hundred  crowns, 
and  to  each  infantry  foldier  I  forget  how  much,  but  no  one  would  ac- 
cept it.  This  did  not  quiet  the  foldiers;  they  murmured  loudly  and 
accufed  the  treafurer.  He  to  exculpate  himfelf  faid,  thiU  they  fliould 
blame  Cortes,  who  had  taken  out  a  fecond  fifth  for  himfelf,  and  alfo  a 
deducflion  for  lofs  of  horfes,  and  had  retained  from  the  common  flock 
many  pieces  of  wrought  gold  to  fend  to  his  Majefly.  The  foldiers  of 
Narvaez  who  never  liked  Cortes  thoroughly,  would  not  take  their  pal- 
try fhares,  and  as  Cortes  now  lodged  at  Cuyoacan,  in  large  buildings 
with  white  walls,  very  well  adapted  for  fcribbling  on,  there  appeared 
every  morning  libels  againft  him  in  profe  or  verfe.  The  idea  of  one  of 
them  was,  that  as  the  planets  fometimes  went  a  little  but  of  their  courfe, 
but  by  the  order  of  nature  fpeedily  reverted  to  it  again,  fo  it  was  with 
Cortes  and  his  ambition.  Another  faid  we  were  more  conquered  by 
Cortes  than  Mexico  by  us,  and  that  we  were  not  the  vid:ors  of  New 
Spain,  but  the  vanquifhed  of  Cortes.  Some  faid  that  he  had  taken  his 
fifth  as  general,  and  a  fecond  as  king;  and  others  again  that  Velafquez 
had  incurred  all  the  expence,  and  Cortes  reaped  all  the  profit.  I  rccol- 
1e<5t  the  words  of  one  only :  they  were 

**  Que  trifle  efla  el  alma  mea, 
*•  Hafla  que  la  parte  vea.* 

Many  were  written  in  fuch  a  flilc  as  is  not  fit  for  me  to  relate,  and 
fome  had  a  turn  and  witty  point  in  them  which  I  am  not  able  to  give. 
Cortes  was  a  poet,  and  prided  himfelf  on  giving  anfwers  in  that  way 
to  fuch  complimentary  addreffes  as  he  received;  he  alfo  ufed  to  reply  in 
pointed  epigrams  to  thefe  pafquinades  which  grew  every  day  more  in- 
decent. One  day  obferving  the  walls  covered  with  them  he  wrote,  "a 
white  wall  is  paper  for  fools.**  Next  morning  was  found  added,  "and  for 
truths.**  At  length  Fra  Bartholome  told  Cortes  the  thing  was  going  too 

far 

•  How  anxious  I  am  for  a  partition  of  plunder!! 
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far,  and  aJvifed  him  to  flop  it,  which  he  did  by.  threats  of  fcverc  pu- 
niflirnent. 

Among  the  foldiers  of  our  army  very  heavy  debts  were  contracfted ; 
a  crofs-bow  w^as  fold  for  fifty  crowns,  a  mufquet  coft  one  hundred,  a 
horfe  eight  hundred,  one  thoufand,  and  even  more;  and  every  thing 
elfe  was  in  proportion.  Then  our  furgeon  Maeflre  Juan  charged  high, 
as  did  a  Dodlor  Murcia  who  was  an  apothecary  and  barber.  There  were 
befides  various  other  money  traps,  all  which  were  to  be  fatisfied  out  of 
our  dividends.  This  required  fome  regulation:  Cortes  accordingly  ap- 
pointed Sandta  Clara,  a  very  honorable  perfon,  and  one  Lerena,  to  ap- 
preciate each  claim,  which  was  to  be  paid  according  to  their  award, 
within  two  years.  The  value  of  the  gold  was  alfo  altered  by  increafing 
the  alloy;  this  was  intended  to  ferve  us  in  our  dealing  with  the  mer- 
chants from  Europe  or  Cuba,  but  it  had  a  contrary  efled:,  as  they  were 
prepared,  and  added  twice  as  much  to  the  price  of  their  goods.  The 
alloy  was  copper,  called  here  Tepuzque;  for  which  reafon  we  call  any 
one  of  an  inferior  degree  to  another  of  the  fame  name,  Don  Juan,  or 
Don  Alonzo  Tepuzque,  or  the  copper  Don  Juan  &c.  The  abufes  re- 
fusing from  this  being  made  known  to  his  Majefty,  he  was  pleafed  to 
forbid  the  currency  of  this  bafe  metal,  ordering  it  to  be  taken  in  duties 
until  it  was  all  drawn  over  to  Caflille,  and  that  no  more  of  it  fhould  be 
made.  At  this  time  two  gold-fmiths  were  hanged  here  for  running  bafe 
metal  with  the  legal  mark. 

I  have  digrefled  for  fome  time  paft,  and  will  now  return  to  the 
thread  of  my  narrative.  Cortes,  as  the  beft  way  to  get  rid  of  trouble- 
fome  companions  and  demands,  determined  now  to  fend  out  colonies, 
and  make  fettlements  at  convenient  fituations.  For  this  purpofe  Sando- 
val was  ordered  to  Tuftepeque,  and  Guacacualco.  Juan  Velafquez  was 
to  go  to  Colima,  one  Villa  Fuerte  to  Zacatula,  Chriftoval  de  Oli  to 
Mechoacan,  (he  was  at  this  time  married  to  a  Portugueze  lady  named 
Donna  Phillipa  de  Aranja,)  and  Francifco  de  Orozca  to  Guaxaca. 

Tt  2  At 
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At  this  time  the  chiefs  of  the  diftant  provinces  could  not  bring 
themfelves  to  believe  that  Mexico  was  deftroyed :  they  therefore  fent  de- 
putations to  afcertain  the  truth,  and  alfo  to  offer  themfelves  as  vaffals  to 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor.  All  made  great  prelents  of  gold  to  Cortes,  . 
and  many  came  in  perfon,  and  brought  their  children  to  fee  the  ftate  of 
that  power  once  fo  feared  by  them,  and  ufed  to  exprefs  themfelves  as 
we  fay,  **  here  Troy  town  flood." 

Curious  readers  will  be  defirous  to  know  how  it  happened,  that  the 
conquerors  of  Mexico  who  had  gone  through  fuch  dangers  to  obtain 
pofTefTion  of  that  city,  (hould  now  quit  it  to  fearch  for  new  fettlements. 
To  this  I  reply,  that  the  books  which  contained  the  accounts  of  Mon- 
tezuma's  revenues   were   examined   to  find  from  whence  the    gold, 
and  other  valuable  articles  of  tribute,  fuch  as  cacao,  and  cotton  manu- 
facflures,  were  fentj  and  it  was  to  thefe  productive  diftri(5ls  that  we 
wifhed  to  go.     Efpecially,  we  were  led  by  the  example  of  Sandoval, 
who  being  known  to  be  the  particular  friend  of  Cortes,  it  was  not  to  be 
ftippofed  would  go  upon  an  unprofitable  enterprife.     We  alfo  faw  that 
the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Mexico  had  neither  mines,  plantations,  nor 
manufa(5tures,  but  was  intirely  occupied  by  the  cultivation  of  maize, 
and  of  maguey.     This  we  thought  did  not  afford  us  profpedts   fuffici- 
ently  advantageous,  and  we  went  to  other  places  where  we  were  fadly 
difappointed.     I  waited  upon  Cortes  to  requefl  permifTion  to  attend  San- 
doval ;  * 'brother  B.  Diaz  del  Caflillo"  faid  the  general  to  me,  *•  by  my  con- 
•*  fcience  you  will  find  yourfelf  miflaken;  you  had  better  ftay  with  me, 
"  but  if  you  are  determined  on  going  with  your  friend  Sandoval,  go  in 
"  God's  name;  I  will  always  do  my  utmofl  to  take  care  of  you,  but  I 
"  tell  you  that  you  will  repent  of  it.'*     All  the  gold  remained  with  the 
Emperor's  officers,  the  flaves  having  been  purchafed  by  the  foldiers  ac- 
cording to  their  valuation  at  a  public  fale.     The  detachments  were  fent 
out  to  colonize  the  provinces  at  different  periods,  for  two  months  after 
the  capture  of  Mexico ;  however  I  will  not  any  farther  particularize 
them,  not  to  trefpafs  unnecefTarily  on  my  reader's  time. 

At 
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At  this  time  arrived  at  the  port  of  Villa  Rica,  Chriiloval  de  Tapia, 
veedor  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  with  a  comm.ifiion  to  take  upon- 
him  the  government  of  New  Spain,  by  order  of  his  Majefty,  «nd  un- 
der the  dircdion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos.  He  brought  with  him  letters 
from  the  faid  Bifliop  of  Burgos  to  Cortes  and  many  others  of  his  army,, 
recommending  him,  to  be  honoured  by  us  as  governor  of  New  Spain,, 
and  befides  thofe  which  were  clofed  and  fealed,  he  had  alfo  with  him 
ktters  filled  up  and  which  he  was  authorifed  to  addrefs  as  he  faw  occa- 
fion  for  his  own  intereft.  Great  promifes  were  held  out  to  fuch  as 
would  come  over  to  the  new  governor,  and  violent  threats  of  punifh- 
ment  to  thofe  who  made  any  oppolition  to  him.  Tapia  iirft  prefented 
his  commifTion  to  Alvarado,  then  commandant  in  Villa  Rica.  Alvara^ 
do  received  it  with  the  higheft  refped:,  and  faid  that  as  he  was  not  ^ble 
of  himfelf  to  decide  any  thing,  it  would  be  necelTary  to  aflemble  the 
alcaldes  and  regidors  of  the  town,  to  have  the  commidion.  verified  be-> 
fore  them,  and  alfo  to  prove  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  tranf^ 
mitted,  that  they  might  know  for  a  certainty  that  it  came  in  a  proper 
form  from  his  Majefly's  hand.  This  did  not  exactly  agree  with-  the. 
views  of  Tapia.  Being  advifed;  to  proceed .  to .  Mexico  and '  produce  his 
commiflion  to  Cortes  himfelf,  he  forwarded  the  letter  o£  the  hifhop^ 
and  alfo  wrote  to  Cortes  upon  the  fubjed  of  his  miflion..  The  flile  of 
the  letters  was  fmooth  and  perfuafive,.  but  the  anfwer  of' Cortes  was  ten 
times  more  fo.  Cortes  immediately  fent  exprefles  to  fome  of  the  differ- 
ent officers  he  had  detached^  ordering  them  to  .go  and.meet  Tapia  who 
had  already  fet  out  for  Mexico,  but  was^  in  confequence  of  the  direcr 
tion  of  Cortes,  met  on  the  road  by.  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  De  Soto,  VaL 
denegro,  Captain  Andres  deTapia^  and  the  reverend  father  Fra  Malga^ 
rjejo.  Thefe  gentlemen  with  much  compliments  and  ceremony,  induced 
Ghriftoval  de  Tapia  to  go  to  Cempoal;  they,  there  requefled  to  fee  his 
commiflion,  which  being  verified,  and  acknowledged,,  they  placed  it 
on  their  heads  in  token  of  refped^  and  fubmifTion j  but  in  regard  to,  the 
admitting  him  as  governor  by  the  virtue  of  it^  that  was  quite  another 
affair  5  it  was  firft  neeefTary  to  know  what  his  Majefly's  pleafure  was 
tQUching  the  afiairs  of  New  Spain,  the  true  Hate  of  which,  had  been^ 
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concealed  from  him  by  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  who  did  it  to  ferve  his 
own  private  views,  and  to  favor  Velafquez  and  Tapia,  one  of  whom 
he  intended  fhould  marry  his  niece.  By  all  this  it  was  pretty  evident  to 
Tapia,  that  he  would  not  very  fpeedily  enter  upon  his  office,  and  the 
difappointment  affeded  him  to  that  degree  that  he  fell  fick.  Our  cap- 
tains wrote  to  Cortes  letting  him  know  all  that  had  pafTed,  and  recom- 
mending him  to  fend  a  good  quantity  of  golden  ingots,  and  try  their 
effe(5l  in  mollifying  the  fury  of  the  would-be  governor.  Thefe  arrived 
by  the  return  of  the  exprefs,  and  with  them  they  bought  from  him 
fome  negroes,  three  horfes,  and  one  of  his  Ihips;  in  the  other  Tapia 
embarked  himfelf,  and  fet  fail  for  the  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  where 
he  was  very  ill  received  by  the  court  of  royal  audience  and  the  brothers 
of  the  order  of  Jeronymites,  he  having  undertaken  the  bufmefs  contrary 
to  their  exprefs  command ;  but  they  would  not  exert  their  power  far- 
ther againii:  one  patronifed  by  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  his  Majefty  being 
at  that  time  in  Flanders. 

I  have  formerly  made  mention  of  fome  particulars  relative  to  an 
expedition  fet  on  foot  by  one  Garay.  It  was  to  colonize  and  fettle  upon 
the  river  of  Panuco.  Cortes  had  received  intelligence  of  it^  and  refolv- 
ed  to  anticipate  him  by  fending  thither  a  party  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
He  alfo  now  again  fent  Rangel  to  Villa  Rica  as  commandant,  and  orr 
dcred  Narvaez  to  be  fent  to  him  at  Cuyoacan,  where  he  refided  until 
the  palace  which  he  was  to  inhabit  in  Mexico  was  compleated.  The 
reafon  he  fent  for  Narvaez  was  this;  he. was  told  that  the  latter  had  held 
a  converfation  with  Tapia,  in  which  he  advifed  him  to  quit  the  country 
on  as  good  terms  as  he  could  get,  and  go  to  his  patron  the  Bifhop  of 
Burgos  in  Caflille,  to  lay  the  whole  ftate  of  affeirs  before  him;  telling 
him  alfo  to  profit  by  the  example  which  his  misfortune^. fet  him,  as,  if 
he  flaid,  he  certainly  would  be  put  to  death,  and  that. .  fuccefs  attende4 
all  the  meafures  of  Cortes.  When  Narvaez  was  brought  before  Corte^ 
he  fell  on  his  knees  and  attempted  to  kifs  his  hand,  but  our  general 
would  not  permit  it ;  he  raifed,  and  embracing  Narvaez,  treated  hinpi 
with  all  refped:  and  regard,  and  made  him  fit  by  his  fide,   . 

Cortes 
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!  Cortes  now  proceeded  to  take  his  rcfidcnce  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
He  divided  the  ground  into  lots  for  the  churches  in  the  firil:  place,  then 
for  the  monafteries,  the  public  buildings,  and  fquares.  He  divided  the  reft 
of  the  ground  among  the  inhabitants  that  were  to  be,  and  not  to  wafte 
more  time  upon  the  fubjecft,  all  thofe  who  have  feen  the  prefent  city  of 
Mexico  agree,  that  there  h  not  in  Chriftendom  one  more  populous^ 
larger,  or  better  built. 

.'i  While  Cortes  was  thus  employed,  intelligence  arrived  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Panucjo  was  in'arms.  They  are  a  warlike  people,  very  nume- 
rous, and  having  rebelled,  had  killed  many  foldiers  of  the  party  which 
Cortes  had  fent  to  form  a  colony  there.  He  refolvcd  therefore  to  go 
thither  in  perfon:  indeed  all  his  captains  were  now  abfent  on  different 
duties.  Our  numbers  had  by  this  time  received  a  conliderable  rein- 
forcement as  well  of  thofe  who  had  come  with  the  veedor  Tapia,  as  of 
fuch  as  had  been  on  the  expedition  to  Florida  with  Vafquez  de  Aillon, 
and  of  many  others  lately  arrived  from  the  iflands.  He  left  a  good  gar- 
rifon  in  Mexico  under  Diego  de  Soto,  and  fet  out  on  his  march  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty  cavalry,  two  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  and 
ten  thoufand  Mexicans.  Juft  at  this  time  De  Oli  returned  from  Me- 
choacan  which  he  had  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  fubmi/Iion  and  peace,  bring- 
ing with  him  the  principal  chief  and  feveral  others,  and  a  quantity  of 
gold.  This  expedition  to  Panuco  was  very  expenfive;  Cortes  applied 
for  a  reimburfement  from  the  crown,  which  could  not  be  acceded  to;; 
his  Majefly's  officers  objefted  that  it  was  undertaken  on  a  private  ac- 
count, to  prevent  the  eftablifhment  of  a  colony  by  Garay,  and  not  for 
the  public  fervice.  When  he  arrived  at  Panuco  he  found  the  people  ve- 
ry rebellious.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  he  had  two  battles,  in  which 
he  loft  three  foldiers,  four  horfes,  and  above  one  hundred  Mexicans.. 
The  number  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  above  feventy  thoufand  warri- 
ors, but  it  was  God's  will  that  we  (hould  obtain  the  victory,  with  fuch 
a^flaughter  of  the  rebels  as  deprived  them  of  all  thoughts  of  making  any 
head  for  the  prefent.  Thefe  people  are  called  the  Guaftecas,  and  Na- 
guatecas.     After  the  lail  battle  Cortes  again  fent  to  fummon  them  to 
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fubmlfTion.  He  employed  for  this  purpofe  fome  of  the  prifoners,  and 
fent  with  them  Fra  Bartholome,  by  whofe  exhortations  they  were  in- 
duced to  fubmit. 

Cortes  then  went  with  one  half  of  his  troops  to  the  river  Chila, 
to  reduce  the  Indians  on  the  oppofite  fide.  He  fummoned  them,  but 
they  murdered  his  mcfTengers.  He  then  pafled  over. one  hundred  and 
iifty  infantry,  and  fifty  cavalry,  during  the  night.  The  enemy  on  their 
landing  fell  on  them  in  great  numbers,  but  they  were  foon  driven  from 
the  field,  and  our  troops  advancing  took  their  quarters  in  a  town  where 
they  found  plenty  of  provifions.  In  the  morning  fome  of  them  enter- 
ing the  temple  found  remains  of  the  bodies  and  clothes  of  our  country- 
men ;  fome  of  our  foldiers  thought  they  recognifed  the  features  of  their 
friends,  and  it  was  a  melancholy  fight  to  allj  their  remains  we  care- 
fully colled:ed  and  buried. 

From  this  place  our  detachment  marched  to  another,  where  an 
out  party  reported,  that  great  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  ported  in  con- 
cealment in  the  houfes  to  fall  upon  our  people  when  the  cavalry  had 
difmounted;  their  plan  being  difcovered  failed  of  fuccefs,  but  they 
fought  valiantly  for  half  an  hour,  and  three  of  our  foldiers  died  after- 
wards of  their  wounds.  Thefc  people  contrary  to  the  general  pradlice 
of  Indians,  rallied  no  lefs  than  three  times.  On  the  enfuing  day  our 
foldiers  fcoured  the  neighbourhood,  and  entering  fome  towns  which 
had  been  abandoned,  found  a  quantity  of  earthen  velTels,  full  of  the 
wine  of  the  country,  in  cellars  under  ground.  After  a  ftay  of  five  days 
they  returned  to  the  river  of  Chila.  Cortes  now  again  fummoned  them, 
to  which  they  returned  for  anfwer  that  they  would  come  within  four 
days;  which  Cortes  waited  out,  but  to  no  effed:.  He  therefore  deter- 
mined to  puni{h  them,  and  during  a  dark  and  rainy  night,  embarking  a 
large  body  of  Mexicans,  he  fent  them  acrofs  a  lake  to  one  of  the  enemy's 
largeft  towns,  wliich  they  totally  deftroyed.  This  brought  in  moll  of 
that  country  to  fubmit..  Cortes  founded  a  town  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  houfes,  iixty  thre?  of  the  inhabitants  whereof  were  foldiers.     He 
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named  it  Villa  de  St.  Efbcvan  del  Puerto.  It  is  fituated  about  a  leajjuc 
from  Chila.  He  allotted  to  it  all  the  neighbouring  diftrids  which  had 
fubmitted,  and  gave  the  command  to  Pedro  Valego.  Cortes  was  in- 
formed that  three  diftridis  which  had  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of 
many  Spaniards,  but  which  had  been  now  received  under  allegiance,  in- 
tended to  fall  on  this  pofl  as  foon  as  he  quitted  the  country.  He  in 
confequence  marched  againft  them  and  deflroyed  their  towns,  but  they 
foon  eilablifhed  them  again. 

A  veilel  which  Cortes  had  ordered  to  come  to  him  with  provifions 
and  neceflaries  was  at  this  time  loft  in  fome  ftrong  gales  from  the  north, 
whereby  the  new  fettlement  was  much  diftreffed. 

Cortes  on  his  return  to  Mexico  was  informed  of  depredations  com- 
mitted on  the  peaceable  diftridis,  by  fomc  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  whom  he  determined  to  chaftife  in  his  way, 
but  they  anticipated  him,  by  falling  upon  his  rear  and  robbing  the  bag- 
gage in  a  bad  pafs ;  our  allies  the  Mexicans  made  them  pay  well  for 
this  infult,  and  two  of  their  chiefs  were  hanged.  Cortes  then  ordered 
hoftilities  to  ceafe,  and  the  people,  on  being  fummoned,  came  in  and 
fubmitted.  In  the  place  of  the  chief,  who  was  executed,  Cortes  ap- 
pointed his  brother,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  Mexico.  In  all  the 
provinces  of  New  Spain  none  was  fo  bad  for  favage  and  evil  manners, 
as  that  of  Panuco.  They  made  human  facrifices,  and  were  cruel  to  an 
excefs,  drunkards,  filthy,  and  wicked,  with  thirty  other  turpitudes. 
They  were  punifhed  with  fire  and  fword  two  or  three  times,  and  greater 
misfortunes  befell  them  when  Nuno  de  Guzman  came  to  be  their  go- 
vernor, for  he  made  them  all  flaves,  and  fold  them  in  the  iflands. 

Alonzo  de  Avila  whom  I  have  formerly  mentioned,  was  now  re- 
turned with  powers  from  the  court  of  royal  audience  and  the  brothers  of 
the  order  of  St.  Jeronymo,  whereby  we  were  authorifed  to  purfue  our 
conquefts,  to  mark  flaves,  and  to  make  fettlements  according  to  the 
practice  in  the  Iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba.     They  alfo  fent  a  report 
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of  what  fleps  they  had  taken,  to  Caftille.  His  Majerty  was  then  in 
Flanders,  where  it  was  laid  before  him.  Had  De  Avila  been  here  at 
the  time  of  Tapia's  arrival  he  might  have  been  very  troublefome,  for  he 
was  an  adherent  of  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  and  had  been  bred  up  in  his 
houfe.  For  thefe  reafons,  and  by  the  advice  of  Almedo,  Cortes  to  put 
him  in  good  humour  gave  him  the  diftridl  of  Guatitlan,  one  of  the 
richeft  in  that  country.  He  alfo  prefented  him  with  a  conliderable 
quantity  of  gold,  and  a  much  greater  of  kind  words  and  promifes,  by 
which  he  won  him  fo  completely  over  to  his  interefl:  that  he  afterwards 
fent  him  as  his  agent  to  Caftille;  at  which  time  feveral  gigantic  human 
bones  were  tranfmitted,  together  with  a  quantity  of  gold,  pearls,  and 
valuable  jewels^*  The  bones  were  found  in  a  temple  at  Cuyoacan ;  they 
were  prodigioufly  large,  and  fimilar  to  thofe  which  we  had  procured  in 
TIafcala  and  fent  to  Caftille.  The  agents  alfo  brought  over  with  them 
three  tigers,  and  many  other  things  of  a  curious  nature,  which  I  do 
not  recoiled;.  One  part  of  their  bufinefs  was  to  tranfmit  memorials  to 
his  Majefty  from  the  council  of  Mexico,  and  from  us  the  conquerors 
of  New  Spain,  requefting  that  he  would  fend  us  over  holy  men  of  good 
life  and  example,  as  bifhops  and  clergymen.  Alfo  praying,  that  in 
confideration  of  our  meritorious  fervices,  all  offices  of  honour  and  emo- 
lument fhould  be  given  amongft  us,  and  the  government  to  Cortes,  as 
the  only  fit  and  proper  perfon.  Alfo  that  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed 
not  to  fuffer  any  fcholars,  or  men  of  letters  to  come  into  this  country, 
to  throw  us  into  confufion  with  their  learning,  quibbles,  and  books. 
We  further  reprefcnted  the  infufficiency  of  Chriftoval  de  Tapia,  who 
was  only  fent  by  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  to  effedt  a  marriage  be- 
tween the  faid  Tapia,  and  the  bifhop 's  niece.  Donna  Petronila  de  Fon- 
feca.  We  alfo  deprecated  the  interference  of  the  bifhop  in  the  affairs  of 
this  country  as  being  obftrudtive  of  our  plans  of  conquefls  for  his  Mg- 
jefly's  fervice,  adding  that  we  were  ready  to  receive  his  Majefly's  com- 
mands, proftrate  on  the  ground,  but  had  thought  it  our  duty  to  inform 
him  of  thefe  particulars,  which  had  been  artfully  kept  from  his  know- 
ledge. All  this,  and  more,  was  reprefented  in  the  fuUefl  light,  for  his 
Majefl^y*s  information,  and  to  do  away  the  mifreprefent^tions  of  the  faid 
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Biiliop  of  Burgos,  whofe  enmity  was  manifcrt  in  his  having  prohibi- 
ted the  Cafa  de  Contra(5tation  of  Seville  from  fendi-ng  us  any  fupphes. 
Cortes  alfo  left  nothing  in  his  inkftand  which  could  be  of  fervice  to  our 
interefls,  for  he  wrote  a  memorial  of  twenty  one  pages,  which  I  read, 
and  certify  to  be  to  the  full  tenor  and  ejffedt  of  what  I  have  related.  He 
alfo  farther  petitioned,  that  his  Majefty  would  permit  him  to  go  to  the 
ifland  of  Cuba,  to  apprehend  Velafquez  the  governor  thereof,  and  fend 
him  as  a  prifoner  to  Caflille,  for  the  injuries  done  by  him  to  the  gene- 
ral fervice,  more  efpecially  in  fending  an  order  to  put  Cortes  to 
death. 

Our  agents  failed  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  twentieth  of 
December  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  two,  without  any  par- 
ticular occurrence  on  the  voyage  to  the  Terceras,  except  the  breaking 
loofe  of  two  tigers,  who  wounded  fome  failors,  and  their  being  obliged 
to  kill  the  other  on  account  of  his  ferocity.  At  the  Ifland  of  Tercera 
Captain  Anthonio  de  Quinones  loft  his  life.  He  was  very  amorous, 
and  in  a  quarrel  concerning  a  lady  there,  as  he  piqued  himfelf  upon  his 
valor  a  duel  enfued,  in  which  he  received  a  fword  wound  on  the  head, 
and  died  in  three  days.  Thus  the  bufinefs  remained  in  the  hands  of 
Alonzo  de  Avila  only.  As  he  purfued  his  voyage  to  Europe,  he  fell  in 
with  a  French  privateer  commanded  by  Juan  Florin,  who  made  prize 
of  him,  his  fhip,  and  all  the  treafure.  This  captain  took  another  fliip 
from  St.  Domingo  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  fugar,  and  hides,  as  alfo 
twenty  thoufand  crowns  of  gold,  and  a  quantity  of  pearls,  fo  that  he 
returned  to  France  very  rich,  and  made  great  prefents  to  the  King,  and 
alfo  to  the  admiral  of  France,  the  people  whereof  were  aftoniflied  at  the 
magnificence  of  what  we  fent  to  our  great  Emperor.  The  King  of 
France  faid  that  the  wealth  we  fupplied  was  fufficient  alone  to  enable 
our  Monarch  to  wage  war  againft  him,  and  yet  Peru  was  not  at  this 
time  known.  It  is  alfo  reported  that  the  King  fent  to  our  Emperor,  to 
fay,  that  he  and  the  King  of  Portugal  had  divided  the  world  between 
them,  without  giving  him  a  (hare,  and  that  he  defired  to  fee  the  will 
of  our  father  Adam,  to  know  if  he  had  made  them  exclufively  his  heirs. 

Uu  2  Florin 
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Fforin  in  his  next  expedition  fell  in  with  a  ftfong  Bifcayan  fquadron, 
by  which  he  was  defeated  and  made  prifoner,  and  being  tranfmitted  to 
Spain,  he  was  hanged  at  the  Ifland  of  TenerifFe.  Thus  was  an  end  of 
h'i'rh,  his  (hips,  and  our  treafure. 

Avila  was  confined  a  clofe  prifoner  in  France,  but  he  fucceeded  in 
gaining  the  friendfliip  of  the  officer  in  whofe  cuflody  he  was,  and  ob- 
tained means  of  communicating  with  his  friends  in  Spain,  to  whom  he 
tranfmitted  all  the  papers  and  documents  with  which  he  had  been  en- 
trufted',  and  which  were  laid  before  his  Majefty  by  the  means  of  the 
licentiate  Nunez,  coufin  to  Cortes  and  relator  of  the  royal  council, 
Martin  Cortes  his  father,  and  Diego  de  Ordaz.  The  Emperor  was  plea- 
fed  on  due  confideration  to  order,  that  all  favor  (hould  be  (hewn  to 
Cortes,  and  that  farther  proceedings  (hould  be  fufpended  until  his  Ma- 
je0y*s  return  to  Spain. 

The  intelligence  of  the  lofs  of  the  treafure  was  received  by  us  as  a 
mod  ferious  di (appointment.  The  diftrid:  of  Guatitlan  was  honorably 
referved  by  Cortes  for  Avila,  notwithftanding  his  captivity,  and  his 
brother  fucceeded  to  it  three  years  after,  Alonzo  de  Avila  being  then  ap- 
pointed contador  of  Yucatan. 

The  two  captains,  Sandoval  and  Alvarado,  after  the  fettlement  with 
Tapia,  returned  to  their  detachments,  and  proceeded  on  their  expeditions, 
of  which  I  will  now  give  an  account. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Expeditions  of  G.   de  Sandoval  and  P.   de  Alvarado. 


w 


HEN  our  party  (for  I  went  with  Sandoval)  arrived  at  Tuflepe- 
que,  I  took  up  niy  lodgings  in  the  fummit  of  a  tower  in  a  very  high 
temple,  partly  for  the  frefh  air  and  to  avoid  the  mufquitos  which  were 
very  troublefome  below,  and  partly  to  be  near  Sandoval's  quarters.  It 
was  here  that  feventy  two  foldiers  of  thole  who  came  with  Narv^aez, 
arKl  fix  Caftillian  women  had  been  put  to  death.  The  whole  province 
on  pur  arrival  came  in  and  fubmitted,  except  the  Mexican  chief,  who 
had  been  the  caufe  of  the  deaths  of  our  foldiers.  Him  Sandoval  got  ar- 
refted,  and*he  was  fhortly  after  executed,  being  burned  alive.  There 
were  many  more  as  guilty  but  this  example  was  judged  fufficient.  After 
this  was  done  a  meffage  was  fent  to  the  Zapotecan  mountaineers  to  come 
in  and  fubmit.  Their  countiy  is  about  ten  leagues  diftant  from  Tufte- 
peque.  On  their  refufal  an  expedition  was  ordered  againfl  them,  under 
the  command  of  a  Captain  Briones,  who  according  to  his  own  account 
had  been  a  great  officer  in  Italy.  He  marched  with  one  hundred  infan- 
try and  about  the  fame  number  of  Indian  allies ;  the  enemy  were  pre- 
pared for  him,  and  laid  a  plan  for  a  furprife,  which  they  effed:ed  fo 
completely  that  they  drove  our  party  over  the  rocks,  rolling  down  to  the 
bottom,  and  above  a  third  of  them  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  after- 
wards died.  The  diftricft  is  fo  very  difficult  of  accefs,  that  troops  can 
only  pafs  in  fingle  file,  and  the  climate  is  very  mifty  and  humid.  The 
natives  are  armed  with  large  lances  with  an  ell  of  blade,  with  two  edges 
of  ftone  as  fliarp  as  a  razor,  and  pliable  (hields  which  cover  the  whole 
body.  They  are  very  nimble,  and  give  their  fignals  by  whiftlings 
which  echo  among  the  rocks  with  inconceivable  ffirillnefs.  This  difi:ri(5t 
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is  called  Tiltepeque.     After  it  had  been  brought  to  fubmiflion  the  go- 
vernment of  it  was  afUgned  to  a  foldier  named  Ojeda,  who  now  lives  in 
St.  Ildefonfo.     Sandoval  who  was  a  good  humoured  man  began  to  joke 
with  Briones  at  his  return,  upon  the  bad  fuccefe  of  his  expedition,  afk- 
ing  him  if  ever  he  had  feen  the  like  in  Italy ;  for  Briones  was  always 
giving  accounts  how  he  had  fevered  men  in  two,  and  cut  their  heads 
off,  &c.     He  was  not  pleafed  with  SandovaFs  jocularity,  and  fwore  he 
had  rather  fight  the  Turks  and  Moors,  than  the  Zapotecans.     This 
expedition  was  of  little  ufe,  but  on  the  contrary  injurious.     There  was 
another  diftrid:  of  the  Zapotecans  which  was  called  Xaltepeque,  the 
people  of  which  were  at  war  with  their  neighbours,  and  immediately 
on  being  fummoned  waited  on  Sandoval  with  handfome  prefents,  and  a 
conliderable  quantity  of  gold  partly  formed  into  toys,  and  the  reft  in  ten 
little  tubes ;  their  chiefs  wore  very  long  robes  of  cotton  reaching  to  the 
feet,  richly  embroidered,  and  refembling  the  upper  robes  of  the  Moors. 
They  applied  to  him  for  fome  of  his  foldiers  to  affift  them  againft  their 
enemies  named  the  Minxes.     This  the  ftate  of  his  force  did  not  permit 
him  to  comply  with,  but  he  promifed  to  tranfmit  an  application  to  Mex- 
ico for  a  reinforcement  for  them,  and  in  the  interval  would  fend  fome  of 
his  men  to  fee  the  country  and  the  nature  of  the  pafles ;  but  his  real  ob- 
jecft  was  to  examine  their  mines.     Thus  he  difmilTed  them  all  except 
three,  fending  eight  of  us  upon  the  bufinefs  I  have  mentioned. 

There  were  two  of  the  fame  name  in  this  party,  for  we  had  three 
Caftillos  in  our  army.  I  who  at  that  time  prided  myfelf  upon  my  drefs, 
was  named  Caftillo  **  the  gallant."  My  namefake  who  went  on  his  ex- 
pedition was  a  man  of  very  flow  fpeech,  not  replying  to  a  queftion  for 
a  length  of  time,  and  then  he  came  out  with  fome  abfurdity;  he  was 
named  Caftillo  **  the  thoughtfull."  The  other  who  was  very  fmart  and 
ready  in  all  he  faid  was  called  Caftillo  **  the  prompt."  But  to  have  done 
"with  our  witticifms  and  proceed  with  my  narrative.  On  our  arrival, 
the  Indians  turned  over  the  earth  in  three  different  rivers,  and  in  each 
they  found  gold,  filling  four  tubes  of  the  fize  of  the  middle  finger  with 
it,  and  with  thele  we  returned.     Sandoval  thought  that  all  our  fortunes 

were 
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were  now  made;  he  took  a  diftri(5t  to  himfclf  from  which  he  immedi- 
ately procured  fifteen  thoufand  crowns.  To  Captain  Luis  Marin  he 
gave  Xaltepeque  from  whence  we  had  obtained  the  gold.  This  turned 
out  however  very  indifferently.  He  gave  me  a  very  profitable  diftrid: 
there;  would  to  God  I  had  kept  it!  it  confiiled  of  three  places  ria- 
med  Matallan,  Ozotequipa,  and  Oriaca,  where  is  now  the  ingenio  o£ 
the  viceroy :  but  I  thought  it  more  conliftent  with  my  chara(5ter  to  go 
with  Sandoval  upon  his  expeditions.  Sandoval  called  his  town  Medel- 
lin,  after  the  birth  place  of  Cortes.  The  river  De  las  Vanderas  from 
which  the  fifteen  thoufand  crowns  were  procured  is  the  port,  and  it  was 
here  that  the  merchandife  from  Caflille  was  difcharged  until  Vera  Cruz 
became  the  emporium. 

We  now  proceeded  on  our  route  for  Guacacualco.  The  province 
of  Citla  through  which  we  paffed  has  the  mofl  pleafant  climate,  and  the- 
greateft  plenty  of  provifions,  of  any  we  had  feen  in  this  continent;  its 
extent  is  about  twelve  leagues,  in  length  and  breadth,  and  it  is  very  po- 
pulous. The  chiefs  immediately  fubmitted.  On  our  arrival  at  the  ri- 
ver of  Guacacualco,  thofe  of  that  diftrid:,  which  is  the  head  one  of  all: 
the  neighbouring  people,  on  being  fummoned  did  not  appear,  which 
we  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  hoftility,  and  fuch  in  fadl  was  their 
firfl  determination ;  but  after  five  days  had  pafTed,  they  waited  on  San-. 
doval  with  a  prefent  of  fome  trinkets  of  fine  gold:.  By  his  diredionsr 
they  colleded  one  hundred  canoes,  in  which  our  troops  crofTed  the  river, 
after  we  had  firfl  fent  four  foldiers  to  obferve  and  report  the  flate  of  the 
people.  The  town  which  we  founded  here  we  called  Del  Efpiritu  Santo^ 
which  fublime  name  was  given  to  it  becaufe  it  was  on  that  day  we  de- 
feated Narvaez ;  it  was  alfo  our  word  in  the  battle,  and  it  was  on  the 
fame  day  that  we  croffed  this  river.  Here  the  flower  of  our  army  was. 
eftablifhed,  and  it  is  certain  that  when  we  went  out  to  the  fquare  upoa 
a  feflival  or  review,  we  muftered  eighty  cavalry;  a  greater  number  in 
proportion  than  five  hundred  now,  horfes  were  then  fo  fcarce  and  dear.. 
Sandoval  having  examined  and  confidered  the  fituation  of  the  neigh- 
bouring diilrids,  made  repartitions  of  them  as  moll  convenient  to  the 

different 
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difterent  fettlements.  The  diflrids  he  allotted  to  his  of  Guacacualco 
were  Guazpaltcpeque,  Tepeca,  Chinanta,  the  Zapotecas,  Copilco, 
Cimatan,  Tabafco,  Cachula,  the  Zoques,  Ttcheapa,  Cinacatan, 
the  Quilenes  and  Papanahaufta.  We  had  much  trouble  afterwards  on 
account  of  litigation  with  Vera  Cruz  concerning  three  of  them,  Guaz- 
paltepeque,  Chinanta,  and  Tepeca;  with  the  town  of  Tabafco  concern- 
ing two  others,'  Cimatan,  and  Copilco,  alfo  with  Cbiapa  concerning 
two,  the  Quilenes  and  Zoques,  and  with  St.  Ildefonfo  about  the  Zapo- 
tecas. I  was  very  forry  I  fixed  myfelf  here;  the  lands  were  very  poor, 
and  it  turned  out  altogether  to  my  difad vantage.  Still  we  fhould  have 
done  very  well  had  we  been  left  as  we  were  at  firft ;  but  when  the  new 
fettlements  were  formed  our  poffefTions  were  clipped,  to  accommodate 
them;  whereby  our  colony  fell  to  decay,  from  being  the  befl,  and  con- 
taining the  greatefl  number  of  the  generous  conquerors  of  Mexico;  but 
it  is  at  prefent  a  place  of  very  few  inhabitants. 

Sandoval  now  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of 'Donna  Catalina 
lady  of  our  general  Hernando  Cortes,  and  her  brother,  at  the  river  of 
Aguayalco.  La  Zambrana  alfo  and  her  family  arrived  with  them,  and 
Elvira  Lopez  **  the  tall,"  married  to  Juan  de  Palma  who  was  afterwards 
hanged.  We  all  fet  out  to  pay  our  refped:s  to  thefe  ladies,  and  I  recol- 
lect the  roads  were  almoft  imipaffable  from  the  conflant  and  heavy  rains. 
Donna  Catalina  and  the  reft  were  efcorted  by  us  to  our  town  of  Guaca- 
cualco, and  we  fent  word  to  Cortes  of  their  arrival.  After  a  fhort  ftay 
with  us  they  fet  out  for  Mexico.  Cortes  was  very  forry  for  their  com- 
ing, but  he  put  the  befl:  face  upon  it,  and  received  them  with  great 
pomp  and  rejoicings.  In  about  three  months  after  the  arrival  of  Don- 
na Catalina,  we  heard  of  her  having  died  of  an  afthma. 

Villafuerte  who  had  been  fent  to  Zacatula,  and  Alvarez  Chico  who 
had  alfo  gone  to  Colima,  were  unfuccefsful  in  their  endeavours  to  bring 
thofe  provinces  into  fubmiflion.  Cortes  then  fent  a  party  thither  com- 
manded by  Chrifloval  de  Oli ;  the  natives  attacked  him  on  his  march, 
killing  two  of  his  foldiers;  but  he  reached  the  ftation  of  Villafuerte  who 
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was  afraid  to  flir  out  of  it,  and  the  enemy  had  even  killed  four  of  his 
men  in  the  town.  De  Oh  however  before  he  departed  reduced  both 
thefe  diftricfis  to  fubmiflion.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  Captain 
Juan  Alvarez,  but  I  believe  he  was  killed  in  fome  of  the  adtions  with 
the  natives  at  this  time.  De  Oli  returned  to  Mexico,  but  had  hardly 
got  there  when  intelligence  arrived  of  three  provinces  being  again  in  re- 
bellion. Sandoval  had  at  this  time  arrived  at  Mexico  with  the  ladies. 
Cortes  fent  him  with  a  fmall  party  of  our  veterans  to  take  thefe  diftri(Sls 
into  his  hands,  which  he  did,  and  puniflied,  and  regulated  them  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  we  heard  no  more  of  their  being  refracflory. 

Several  of  the  difl:ri(5ls  fubjed:  to  Guacacuaico  rebelled  on  the  de- 
parture of  Sandoval,  killing  the  Spaniards  employed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  tribute;  amongft  others  were  the  Xaltepeque  Zapotecas, 
Cimatan,  and  Copilco;  the  firft  of  which  is  difficult  of  accefs  on  ac- 
count of  its  mountains,  the  two  others  on  account  of  lakes  and  marfhes, 
and  they  were  not  brought  to  fubjedion  but  with  the  greateft  diffi- 
culty. 

At  this  time,  and  while  Captain  Luis  Marin  was  employed  in 
fubjugating  thefe  diftrids,  arrived  at  our  fettlement  in  a  fmall  veflel 
which  came  up  to  the  town,  Juan  Buono  the  Bifcayan.  He  immedi- 
ately fummoned  us  all  to  a  meeting,  where,  after  fome  compliments  on 
both  fides,  he  opened  his  bufinefs  to  us,  which  was,  to  induce  us  to 
accept  as  governor  Chriftoval  de  Tapia,  of  whofe  return  to  St.  Domin- 
go  Buono  was  ignorant.  Large  offers  were  made  by  the  Bifhop  of  Bur- 
gos in  unaddrefTed  letters,  which  Buono  had  a  difcretionary  power  of 
directing  to  fuch  as  would  fupport  his  views.  Thefe  he  accordingly 
fent  to  fuch  as  he  found  to  hold  offices ;  I  was  offered  a  regidor*s  place. 
When  Buono  heard  that  Tapia  was  no  longer  in  the  country  he  was  very 
much  difappointed.  We  referred  him  to  Cortes  at  Mexico,  whither  he 
went;  I  do  not  know  what  paffed  between  them,  but  I  believe  Cortes 
fent  him  back  to  Caftille  with  fome  money  in  his  pocket. 

Xx  Amongfl 
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Amongft  others  who  courted  the  alliance  of  the  Spaniards  after  the 
conquell:  of  Mexico,  were  the  people  called  the  Tutepeque    Zapote- 
cans.     They  applied  very  earneftly  for  our  afliflance  againfl  a  nation 
which  was  in  hoftility  to  them,  named  likewife  the  Tutepeques,  whom 
they  reprefented  as  polTefling  a  very  rich  country.     Accordingly  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  two,  Alvarado,  by  the  or- 
der of  Cortes,  marched  from  Mexico  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  fol- 
diers,  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  an  order  to  take  twenty  more  in  his 
march  to  the  province  of  Guaxaca,  ^nd  alfo  to  vifit  certain  rocky  dif- 
trids  faid  to  be  in  rebellion.     He  was  forty  days  upon  his  route  from 
Mexico  to  Tutepeque;  on  his  arrival  he   was  hofpitably  received,  and 
lodged  in  the  moil  populous  part  of  the  city,  where  the  houfes  join- 
ed,  and  were  roofed  with  flraw,    it  not  being  the  cuftom  of  that 
country  to  have  terraces  on  their  houfe-tops,  as  the  climate  is  very  ful- 
try.     By  the  advice  of  Olmedo  it  was  determined  that  our  troops  Ihould 
remove  to  a  more  open  part  of  the  town,  left,  in  cafe  of  any  treachery 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  their  quarters  fhould  be  fet  fire  to.     When 
they  were  fixed  the  chief  of  the  town  brought  them  provifions,  and 
every  day  fome  rich  prefent  of  gold.     Alvarado  defired  a  pair  of  ftirrups 
of  this  metal,  which  was  done  according  to  the  pattern.    In  a  few  days 
after,  the  chief  was  made  prifoner,  on  an  information  from  the  Indi- 
ans of  Teguantepeque,  who  were  in  hoftility  to  thefe,  of  his  intention 
to' burn  the  Spaniards  in  the  quarters  which  they  had  firft  aftigned  to 
them   in   the   temples.        Some    of    the    Spaniards   fay,     it  was   to 
extort  gold  from  him;  however  it  was,  he  died  in  prifon,  after  Alva- 
rado had  got  from  him  to  the  value  of  thirty  thoufand  crowns.    Appa- 
rently his  death  was  owing  to  vexation,  though  Fra  Bartholome  did 
what  he  could  to  confole  and  encourage  him.     His  fon  was  permitted 
to  fucceed  him  in  the  chief tainry.     Alvarado  obtained  from  him  more 
than  he  had  got  from  the  father,  and  then  proceeded  to  eftablifh  a  co- 
lony which  he  named  Segura,  as  the  colonifts  were  moftly  from  Tepe- 
aca,  named  by  us  Segura  de  la  Frontera. 

Alvarado  then  fet  out  on  his  return,  with  all  his  wealth;  for  Cortes 
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had  written  to  him  to  colle(5l  what  he  could,  to  fend  to  Caflille. 
The  foldiers  being  thus  excluded  from  any  (hare,  fome  of  them  formed 
a  confpiracy  to  aflafTinate  Alvarado  and  his  brothers.  They  were  prin- 
cipally mufqueteers  and  crofsbow-men.  A  foldier  of  the  name  of  Tri- 
bejo  gave  information  to  Fra  Bartholome,  a  few  hours  before  it  was  to 
be  attempted.  The  reverend  father  having  called  Alvarado  afide,  and 
informed  him  of  what  he  had  heard,  at  the  hour  of  vefpers,  when  the 
latter  was  riding  out  in  company  with  feveral  of  the  confpirators,  and 
pafling  by  fome  houfes,  he  faid  to  them,  **  gentlemen  I  am  fuddenly 
*'  taken  ill  with  a  pain  in  my  fide,  let  us  return,  and  call  a  barber  to  bleed 
me."  On  his  arrival  he  immediately  fent  for  his  brothers  George  and 
Gonzalo,  together  with  the  alcaldes  and  alguazils.  He  then  ordered 
them  to  arreft  the  aflaflins,  two  of  whom  were  hanged;  one  was  na- 
med Salamanca;  he  had  been  a  pilot.  The  other  was  called  Barnardino 
Levantifco.  They  both  died  like  good  chriflians,  the  reverend  father 
taking  great  pains  to  bring  them  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  lituation. 

Alvarado  now  returned  to  Mexico,  leaving  a  colony  in  this  place; 
but  when  the  colonifts  found  that  the  gold  had  been  drawn  away,  that 
the  climate  was  hot  and  unhealthy,  and  infefted  with  mufquitos,  bugs, 
and  other  vermin,  and  that  they  and  their  (laves  were  dying  faft,  they 
determined  to  abandon  it,  fome  going  to  Mexico,  and  fome  to  other 
places.  Cortes  on  hearing  of  the  fettlement  being  thus  renounced,  cau- 
fed  an  enquiry  to  be  fet  on  foot,  and  found  that  it  had  been  determined 
by  the  alcaldes  and  regidors  in  council,  for  which  he  condemned  them 
to  fufFer  death,  which  was  afterwards  mitigated  at  the  interceflion  of 
Olmedo  to  banifliment.  Thus  fell  to  the  ground  the  colony  of  Segura 
or  Tutepeque,  a  very  fertile  country,  but  unhealthy.  The  cruelty  and 
extortion  of  Alvarado  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  they  threw 
of  their  allegiance;  but  that  officer  returning  thither  brought  them  agaia 
to  fubmiflion,  and  they  afterwards  continued  peaceable. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Armament  of  Francifco  de  Garay. 


X  HAVE  already  made  mention  of  F.  de  Garay,  who  was  governor 
of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica.  When  he  heard  of  the  riches  that  had  been 
acquired  here  by  Diego  Velafquez,  and  of  the  fertile  countries  which 
had  been  difcovered,  ftimulated  by  his  avarice,  and  encouraged  by  the 
refle(Stion  on  his  wealth  and  means,  Garray  was  induced  to  try  his 
fortune. 

Having  therefore  fent  for,  and  difcourfed  with  Alaminos  our  prin- 
cipal pilot  upon  the  fubje<5t,  his  account  was  fo  favorable  that  he  de- 
termined on  fending  a  confidential  perfon  one  Juan  de  Torralva,  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  the  government  of  the  country  about 
the  river  Panuco.  His  application  having  been  fuccefsful  he  fcnt  an 
armament  of  three  fhips,  with  two  hundred  and  forty  foldicrs,  under 
the  command  of  Alonzo  Alvarez  Pinedo  or  Pineda,  which  was  defeated 
by  the  Indians  of  Panuco,  one  (hip  only  efcaping,  and  joining  us  at 
Villa  Rica. 

Garay  receiving  no  intelligence  of  his  firll  armament,  fent  a  fecond, 
which  alfo  arrived  at  our  port ;  and  having  now  expended  much  trea- 
fure,  and  learning  the  good  fortune  of  Cortes,  he  was  more  than  ever 
flimulated  to  make  exertions.  He  therefore  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  thirteen 
fhips,  and  embarked  one  hundred  and  thirty  fix  cavalry,  and  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  foot  foldiers,  mofUy  mufqueteers  and  crofsbow-men. 
The  fleet  under  his  command  failed  from  Jamaica  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  twenty  three,  on  the  day  of  St.  John,  and  arri- 
ved 
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yed  without  any  particular  occurrence  at  a  port  called  Xagua  in  the  If- 
land  of  Cuba.  On  his  arrival  here,  he  learned  the  news  of  Cortes  having 
brought  the  province  of  Panuco  under  fubje(5lion,  and  that  he  had  fent 
a  petition  to  his  Majefty  to  be  appointed  to  the  government  of  it.  He 
was  alfo  told  of  the  heroic  actions  of  Cortes  and  his  companions  in 
arms,  and  of  our  having  defeated  Narvaez  with  only  two  hundred  and 
feventy  foldiers.  He  was  therefore  flruck  with  awe  at  the  power  of  our 
chief,  and  the  more  fo  when  he  was  vifited  by  the  Licentiate  Zuazo. 
One  day  difcourfing  with  this  gentleman  on  the  fortunes  of  Cortes,  he 
-exprefled  his  apprdienfions  of  a  difference  between  them  relative  to  the 
government  of  Panuco,  and  requeued  that  Zuazo  would  mediate  with 
Cortes  in  his  favor,  to  which  the  other  alTented. 

Shortly  after  this,  Garay  with  his  armament  fet  out,  and  being 
forced  by  a  ftorm  into  the  river  Palmas,  he  there  difembarked  and  march- 
ed for  Panuco.  Knowing  alfo  that  Cortes  had  made  an  eftablifhment 
there,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  from  thofe  un- 
der his  command,  and  he  nominated  the  officers  requifite  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  his  colony,  which  he  meant  to  name  the  city  of  Garay- 
ana. 

Having  advanced  for  two  days  march  along  the  fea  fhore  through 
an  uninhabited  and  marfhy  country,  he  with  his  troops  arrived  at  fome 
villages,  whofe  inhabitants  received  and  entertained  them  hofpitably, 
hut,  many  of  the  foldiers  ftaying  behind,  robbed  and  injured  the  peo- 
ple. Garay  continued  his  march  and  at  length  arrived  at  Panuco,  which 
the  troops  had  painted  to  themfelves  as  the  end  of  their  labours,  but 
were  fadly  undeceived  by  finding  it  almoft  a  defert,  for  the  war  of. Cor- 
tes had  wafted  it,  or  what  remained  was  concealed  on  the  approach  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  found  nothing  but  bare  walls,  where  they  were  to. 
fuftain  the  attack  of  flies,  and  vermin  of  every  defcription.  One  mif- 
fortune  following  another,  he  could  get  no  intelligence  from  his  fleet,, 
but  learned  by  a  Spaniard  who  having  committed  fome  crime  was  a 
fugitive  among  the  Indians,  that  it  had  not  arrived  at  the  port.     The 
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fame  perfon  gave  a  very  unfavorable  account  of  the  country  of  Panuco, 
enhancing  that  of  Mexico,  and  this  making  a  ftrong  imprefTion  on  the 
minds  of  Garay's  foldiers,  they  began  to  difband,  and  went  towards 
Mexico,  robbing  the  natives  in  their  way. 

All  thefe  things  combined  reduced  Garay  to  a  bad  fituation,  and  he 
fent  one  of  his  officers  named  Diego  de  Ocampo,  to  found  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  governor  under  Cortes  in  the  colony  of  Santiftevan,  to  whom 
he  notified  the  appointment  he  had  obtained  from  his  Majefty.  This 
officer  anfwcred  Garay 's  meffage  politely,  and  returned  a  favorable  an- 
fwer  as  to  their  reception,  requefling  that  the  foldiers  might  not  out- 
rage the  inhabitants;  Pedro  de  Vallejo,  for  that  was  his  name,  at  the 
fame  time  fent  an  exprefs  to  Cortes  with  Garay*s  letter,  and  follicited  a 
flrong  reinforcement,  or  the  prefence  of  Cortes  himfelf. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  from  Vallejo,  Cortes  difpatched 
Fra  Bartholome,  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  and  Gonzalo  de  Ocampo,  bro- 
ther to  the  perfon  of  that  name  who  was  with  Garay,  and  entrufted  to 
them  the  inflrudlions  he  had  received,  whereby  his  Majefty's  pleafure 
was  fignified,  that  all  his  conquefts  fhould  be  left  under  his  command, 
until  the  matters  in  difpute  between  him  and  Velafquez  fhould  be 
brought  judicially  to  an  iffue. 

I  will  now  return  to  my  relation  of  the  fteps  taken  by  Garay,  wh<5 
advanced  with  his  force  into  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Eftevan  del  Pu- 
erto. On  receiving  intelligence  thereof,  Vallejo  concerted  a  plan  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  being  guided  by  five  defer- 
ters  who  told  him  that  Garay *s  troops  were  fcattered  negligently  in  a 
large  town  called  Nacoplan,  he  came  upon  them  by  furprife,  and  made 
forty  of  them  .prifoners,  affigning  as  a  reafon,  their  coming  without  pro- 
ducing any  commiffion,  and  the  outrages  which  they  committed  on  the 
inhabitants.  This  being  reported  to  Garay,  he  demanded  the  prifoners, 
threatening  Vallejo  with  the  vengeance  of  government.  Vallejo  replied, 
ihat  when  he  faw  his  Majcfty's  orders  he  would  obey  them  with  all 
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humility,  and  requefling^that  they  (liouki  be  fcrit  to  him.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  perfons  deputed  by  Cortes  arrived,  and  Diego  de  Ocampo  be- 
ing at  that  time  firil  alcalde  under  Cortes  in  Mexico,  began  to  remon- 
ilrate  againft  the  entrance  of  Garay's  force  into  that  country,  and  feveral 
days  were  pafled  in  rcmonftranccs  and  replies.  During  this  time  num- 
bers of  Garay*s  foldicrs  deferted  from  him;  thus  he  faw  every  day  his 
force  diminifhing,  and  that  of  Cortes  enereafing.  From  his  fleet  he  had 
intelligence,  that  two  of  his  fhips  had  been  loft  in  a  tempeft,  and  that 
the  remainder,  which  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  had  received  and 
rejected  a  friendly  invitation  from  Vallejo  to  remove  higher  up  to  a  place 
of  fecurity,  threatening  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  cafe  of  refufal  he  would 
confider  them  as  pirates. 

\<^llejo  continued  fecretly  to  negociate  with  the  officers  of  the  fleet, 
and  having  fucceeded  with  two  of  them,  they  went  to  the  fliip  of  the 
commodore  Juan  de  Grijalva,  and  informed  him  that  he  fhould  either 
bring  his  veflel  into  the  river,  or  quit  the  place  entirely.  To  this  Gri- 
jalva only  anfwered  by  difcharging  his  artillery,  but  on  the  receipt  of 
certain  letters  from  Alvarado  and  Fra  Bartholome,  accompanied  with 
promifes  conveyed  by  a  royal  notary  he  was  at  laft  induced  to  accede  to 
the  firfl  proportion .  No  fooner  had  he  brought  his  fhip  into  port  than 
Vallejo  declared  all  on  board  prifoners  to  his  general  Cortes;  he  was 
perfuaded  however  by  Fra  Bartholome  to  give  them  their  liberty,  from 
motives  of  humanity,  which  as  he  faid  was  the  method  of  a<5ling  mofl 
agreeable  to  God  and  to  Caefar. 

The  unfortunate  Garay  entreated  the  officers  of  Cortes  to  reftore  his 
ihips,  and  to  compel  his  troops  to  return  to  him,  promiling  to  give 
up  his  intended  efhiblifhment,  and  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  river 
Palmas.  This  propofal  was  acceded  to,  and  every  meafure  taken  to 
deliver  up  to  him  his  deferters,  though  with  little  efled ;  for  the  foldiers 
defpifed  Garay,  and  as  to  the  oath  of  fervice,  they  faid  that  they  had 
complied  with  it  in  coming  to  Panuco.  Garay  was  then  in  the  utmoft 
defpair,  and  finally  agreed  to  adopt  the  meafure  advifed  by  the  officers  of 
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Cortes,  in  writing  to  that  general,  flating  his  fituation,  and  praying 
his  prote<5lion  in  coniideration  of  their  former  intimacy.  This  requeft 
was  acceded  to  by  Cortes,  who  fent  an  invitation  to  him  to  come  to 
Mexico.  Garay  fet  out  upon  his  journey,  and  when  he  approached  the 
city  of  Mexico,  he  was  met  by  Cortes  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  Spa-^ 
njfh  gentlemen  on  horfeback,  who  condudled  him  to  his  newly  built 
palace,  and  having  heard  the  detail  of  his  diftrefles,  he  promifed  him 
redrefs,  and  referred  the  affeir  to  Fra  Bartholome,  Alvarado,  and  San- 
doval. Fra  Bartholome,  to  bind  Cortes  and  Garay  in  flronger  ties  of 
friendfhip  propofed  an  alliance  between  the  daughter  of  Cortes,  named 
Donna  Catalina  Cortes  or  Pizarro,  and  the  eldeft  fon  of  Garay,  wh0 
then  held  a  command  in  his  fleet.  Cortes  accepting  the  propofal  gaV^ 
his  daughter  a  liberal  fortune,  adding  an  aflent  to  Garay's  colonizing 
on  the  river  of  Palmas,  and  a  promife  to  fupport  the  undertaking. 

Garay  was  now  induced  to  intercede  with  the  general,  and  obtained 
permiffion  for  Narvaez  to  viiit  the  Ifland  of  Cuba;  for  which  favor  Nar- 
vaee  was  very  thankful,  and  took  his  leave  of  Cortes  with  many  pro- 
feflions  of  gratitude  and  fervice.     As  to  Garay  and  his  expedition,  both 
one  and  the  other  approached  their  end,  for  he,  attending  Cortes  to 
tarly  mattins,  and  having  walked  about  the  church,  and  eaten  his 
breakfaft,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  pleurify,  which  after  a  courfe  of 
bleeding  and  purging  was  declared  mortal.     This  was  anounced  to  liim 
by  Fra  Bartholome,  who  accompanied  the  fatal  news  with  earneft  ex- 
hortations to  him,  to  advert  to  the  ftate  of  his   foul,  and  not  lofe  that 
in  the  next  world,  as  he  had  already  thrown  away  his  fortune  in  this. 
Garay  was  imprefled  by  the  arguments  of  the  good  father,  and  having 
confefled,  and  had  the  rites  of  the  church  adminiflered,  he  made  his 
will,  leaving  Cortes  and  Fra  Bartholome  his  executors,  and  in  four  days 
from  the  time  he  was  firfl:  feized  he  gave  up  the  ghoft.     This  we  ob- 
f^rve  peculiarly  to  belong  to  the  climate  of  thefe  countries;  that  in  four 
days  pleurifies  are  fatal,  of  which  we  had  many  inftances  amongfl  our 
foldiers,  both  in  Tezcuco  and  in  Cuyoacan.     However  Garay  being 
now  dead,  God  pardon  him  his  fins!  amen.     He" received  an  honour- 
able 
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able   funeral,    and  Cortes  and  the  other  officers  ^put  themfelves  into 
mourning.     Thus  died  Garay  in  a  diftant  country,  a  llrange  houfe,  and 
far  from  his  wife  and  children.     As  to  his  armament,  being  now  left 
without  any  head  a  competition  arofe  for  the  command,  between  Juan 
de  Grigalva,  Gonzalo  de  Figueroa,  Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  Lorenzo  dc 
Alloa,  Juan  de  Medina,  Juan  de  Villa,  Anthonio  de  la  Cerda,  and  a 
certain  Tobarda  the  mofl  feditious   fellow  in  the  whole  army.     The 
young  Garay  however  was  ultimately  made  general,  contrary  to  the  in- 
clination of  every  foldier;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  they  fepa- 
rated  in  fmall  bodies  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  and  went  through  the  coun- 
try pillaging  as  if  they  had  been  amongll  Moors.     This  enraging  the 
Indians  they  laid  a  plot  to  cizt  all  the  Spaniards  off,  which  they  f b  ef- . 
fedtually  executed,  that  in  a  few  days  they  had  facrificed  and  eaten  more 
than  five  hundred  of  Garay*s  foldiers.     In  fome  towns  upwards  of  a 
hundred  Spaniards  were  facrificed  together.     In  other  places  they  fell  on 
and  mafTacred  thefe  wanderers  without  refinance,  and  encouraged  there- 
by, they  rofe  againfl  the  fettlement  of  St.  Eflevan  in  fuch  numbers, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  be  kept  out  of  it,  nor  would 
they  have  been,  but  for  feven  or  eight  of  the  veterans  of  Cortes,  who 
fupported  Vallejo,  a  brave  man,  and  experienced  officer.    Thefe  gallant 
veterans  induced  many  of  Garay's  Spaniards  to  abide  by  them  in  the 
open  field,  being  obliged  to  fight  three  battles,  in  one  of  which  Vallejo 
was  killed,  and  many  were  wounded.     So  defperate  did  the  Indians 
grow,  that  one  night  they  killed  and  burned  forty  Spaniards  and  fifteen 
horfcs,  and  among  the  foldiers  who  were  killed  were  feveral  of  thofe 
of  Cortes. 

-  When  the  general  heard  of  thefe  outrages  he  was  exceedingly  dif- 
pleafed,  and  determined  to  go  in  perfon  to  fupprefs  them;  but  being  at 
that  moment  prevented,  having  broken  his  arm  by  accident,  he  dif- 
patched  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  with  one  hundred  infantry,  fifty  cavalry, 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  fifteen  arcabufiers,  to  whom  he  joined  eight 
thoufand  Mexicans  and  Tlafcalans,  with  orders  not  to  quit  thofe  dif" 
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tridls  until  he  had  (o  completely  fubjugated  them,  as  that  it  fhould  not 
be  in  their  power  again  to  make  difturbance.  Sandoval  was  a  man  who 
did  not  fleep  at  night  when  on  any  bufinefs  of  importance;  of  courfe 
he  made  no  delay  upon  his  route,  towards  the  enemy,  who  exped:ed 
him  in  two  narrow  defiles,  where  they  had  concentrated  the  whole  force 
of  the  refra<5tory  provinces.  Sandoval  on  learning  this  divided  his  force 
into  two  bodies,  and  attacked  each  of  thefe  pofts.  The  Indians  refilled 
with  their  darts  and  arrows,  whereby  many  of  our  foldiers  were  wound- 
ed, infomuch  that  he  was  obliged  to  halt  the  body  which  he  command- 
ed in  that  bad  pofition,  and  fend  orders  to  his  other  detachment  to  do 
the  fame  for  that  night.  The  Indians  retaining  their  firft  pofition,  San- 
doval recalled  his  detachment,  and  began  his  retreat  towards  Mexico. 
When  the  enemy  perceived  this,  ihty  thought  themfelves  conquerors, 
and  began  to  follow^  and  furround  the  Spaniards  from  all  parts,  fhout- 
ing  at,  and  reviling  them.  This  Sandoval  feemed  not  to  regard,  but 
continued  his  retreat,  by  which  having  completely  deceived  them,  he 
made  a  fudden  countermarch  at  midnight,  to  gain  the  pafles.  This  he 
effed:ed,  but  not  without  the  lofs  of  three  of  his  horfes,  and  confidera- 
ble  danger  to  his  whole  army,  many  of  whom  were  wounded.  No 
fooner  were  his  two  columns  clear  of  the  defiles,  than  he  perceived  in 
front  vail  bodies  of  Indians,  who  had  arrived  there  that  very  night,  on 
hearing  that  he  had  countermarched.  He  therefore  again  brought  his 
whole  force  into  one  body,  and  perceiving  the  defperation  with  which  the 
Indians  fpught,  and  that  they  had  adually  wrefted  the  lances  out  of  the 
hands  of  fix  of  his  foldiers,  while  his  cavalry  w^as  compofed  of  men 
unufed  to.  fuch  fervice,  he  gave  them  full  infi:ru6lions  how  to  a6l,  tel- 
ling them  not  to  halt  to  give  thrulls,  becaufe  the  firft  thing 
that  the  Indian  does  when  wounded  is,  to  feize  the  lance.  He  farther 
direded,  that  if  fuch  a  thing  happened,  the  foldier  fhould  put  fpurs 
to  his  horfc,  and  with  the  lance  firmly  grafped  in  his  hand,  and  under 
his  arm,  wreft  it  from  the  enemy  by  the  force  of  the  horfe.  Having 
then  placed  watches,  guards,  and  patroles,  he  gave  orders  that  the  ca- 
valry fhould  remain  faddled  all  night,  and  the  troops  went  to  their  re- 
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pofe  on  the  bank  of  a  river.  Tlie  Mexicans  and  Tlafcalans  were  pofled 
at  a  little  diflance,  for  Sandoval  knew  by  experience,  that  if  the  enemy 
attacked  him  in  the  night,  he  would  be  little  benefited  by  them. 

As  foon  as  daylight  appeared,  Sandoval  put  his  army  into  march, 
but  had  hardly  advanced  half  a  mile  when  he  heard  the  found  of  the 
drums  of  the  Indians,  and  he  was  fhortly  after  fronted  by  three  large 
bodies  of  their  warriors,  who  attempted  to  furround  him.  As  foon  as 
Sandoval  perceived  this,  he  made  an  attack  upon  them  v/ith  his  cavalry 
in  two  fquadrons  with  fuch  fpirit  that  he  entirely  broke  and  difperfed 
them.  This  was  not  however  effected  without  the  lofs  of  two  foldiers 
and  three  horfes.  Our  allies  then  made  confiderable  deflrucflion,  burn- 
ing all  before  them,  until  the  army  arrived  at,  St.  Ellevan  del  Puerto. 
The  remains  of  this  colony  Sandoval  found  in  a  wretched  ftate,  and  he 
was  received  as  one  who  faved  them  from  deftrudiion,  and  the  foldiers 
of  Garay  who  were  there  afTured  him,  that  the  prefervation  of  what  re- 
mained was  folely  owing  to  our  veterans.  Sandoval  then  divided  his 
cavalry,  mufqueteers,  and  crofsbow-men,  into  different  bodies,  and 
placed  them  under  the  command  of  the  veterans,  with  orders  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  vigour  againft  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  to  fend 
in  what  provifions  they  could  colled:,  for  he  was  unable  to  go  but,  in 
confequence  of  a  bad  wound.  During  three  days  his  parties  fent  in  a 
number  of  prifoners  of  the  lower  clafs,  together  with  five  chiefs,  the 
former  of  whom  Sandoval  releafed.  He  then  gave  out  an  order  to  his 
troops  not  to  fend  in  any  but  fuch  as  had  been  prefent  at,  or  concerned, 
where  the  lives  of  Spaniards  had  been  loft. 

Sandoval  now  prepared  for  an  expedition  againfl  the  enemy,  and 
on  the  day  after,  marched  out  with  thofe  troops  which  he  had  brought 
from  Mexico,  and  by  fkilful  meafures  fucceeded  in  taking  twenty  ca- 
ciques, who  had  commanded  where  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  Spaniards 
had  been  put  to  death.  Purfuing  mild  and  fevere  meafures  at  the  fame 
time,  according  to  the  circumilances,  he  fummoned  the  neighbouring  ' 
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towns  to  a  treaty  of  peace.  Some  acceded  to  his  propofafs,  but  others 
negledlcd  to  attend.  With  the  latter  he  difhrnulated,  thinking  it  befl 
not  to  noticQ  their  contumacy,  and  wrote  to  Cortes  giving  a  full  account 
of  what  he  had  done,  and  defiring  to  know  how  the  prifoners  fhould 
be.difpofed  of.  Cortes  on  receiving  thefe  latisfa(5lory  accounts  appoint- 
ed Sandoval  to  fucceed  Vallejo,  as  commandant  at  St.  Eftevan,  and  in- 
formed him,  that  for  the  fake  of  juflice,  and  to  prevent  future  mifchief, 
it  was  neceffary  to  punifh  with  death  thofe  who  had  been  any  way  con- 
cerned in,  or  who  had  abetted  the  murders  of  Spaniards,  and  he  gave 
directions  to  the  alcalde  Diego  de  Ocampo,  to  take  the  neceffary  fteps 
againft  them,  with  orders  to  execute  fuch  as  fhould  be  legally  condemn- 
ed. He  gave  orders  that  every  neceffary  meafure  alfo  (hould  be  taken 
to  conciliate  the  natives  of  that  province,  and  that  proper  fteps  fhould  be 
adopted  to  prevent  any  future  outrages  on  the  part  of  Garay's  troops. 
Thefe  letters,  the  contents  of  which  were  highly  fatisfadlory  to  Sando- 
val having  reached  him,  he  proceeded  conjointly  with  Ocampo  to  put 
the  orders  of  Cortes  into  execution.  In  two  days  after  their  receipt  they 
proceeded  to  the  trial  of  thofe  caciques  who  were  accufed,  and  many  be- 
ing found  guilty  by  evidence,  or  their  own  confeflion,  were  put  to  death. 
Some  were  burnt  and  others  hanged;  many  alfo  were  pardoned,  and 
the  diftri(5ts  were  given  to  the  children  and  heirs  of  fuch  as  fuffered. 
Thefe  a(5ls  of  juflice  being  done,  Ocampo  in  compliance  with  the  far- 
ther inflrucSlions  he  had  received  from  Cortes,  proceeded  againfi:  all  thofe 
Spaniards  who  had  committed  outrages,  robberies,  or  murders;  or  who, 
going  through  the  country  in  bands,  had  invited  other  foldiers  to  defert 
to  them ;  and  having  feized  and  colle<fted  together  thefe  public  diflur- 
bers,  he  caufed  them  to  embark  for  the  Ifland  of  Cuba.  To  Juan  de 
Grijalva  Cortes  offered  the  alternative  of  accepting  a  prefent  of  two 
tlioufand  crowns,  and  a  paffage  to  Cuba,  or  if  he  preferred  ffaying  in 
the  country,  an  honorable  reception  at  Mexico;  Grijalva  and  all  the 
Others  were,  anxious  however  to  return  and  accordingly  they  fet  fail  for 
that  iflandi» 
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Sandoval  and  Ocampo  having  thus  cleared  the  colony  of  thefetrou- 
blefome  inmates,  returned  to  Mexico,  leaving  an  officer  of  the  name  of 
Vallecillo  governor  of  the  fettlement.  On  their  arrival  they  were  received 
by  Cortes  and  every  one  there  as  their  fervices  merited,  for  a  general 
apprehenfion  prevailed  of  fome  misfortune  occurring  on  that  expedition. 
Such  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafures  purfued  as  I  have  above  related,, 
that  there  never  was  another  infurredion  in  that  province. 

The  reader  has  been  told  how  the  Licentiate  Zuazo  met  with  Garay 
in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  that  the  latter  made  prefling  invitations  tOc 
him  to  take  a  part  in  his  expedition.  Zuazo  agreed  to  this  propofal, 
and  promifed  to  follow,  as  foon  as  he  could  give  up  his  office.  Hav- 
ing effedted  this  he  embarked,  taking  with  him  two  brothers  of  the  or- 
der of  mercy,  Fra  Gonzalo  de  Pontevedra,  and  Fra  Juan  de  Varillas.. 
Thefe  three  perfons  purfuing  their  voyage,  fell  among  fome  fmall  iflands 
named  Las  Viboras,  very  fatal  to  veiTels.  Here,  they  were  obliged  to 
throw  overboard  their  provifions,  and  the  pieces  of  pork  attradied  a. 
number  of  (harks,  one  of  which  feized  a  failor,  and  tore  him  to. pieces,, 
fo  that  the  whole  water  round  them  was  difcoloured  with  his  blood.. 
They  were  then  obliged  to  run  the  vefTel  on  (liore,  and  in  this  fituation 
they  were  left.  Two  Indians  of  Cuba  who  were  with  them  had  the  art 
of  obtaining  fire  by  rubbing  two  dry  fticks  together ;  in  the  fand  they 
found  fome  brackifh  water,  and  a  quantity  of  turtles  came  afhore  to  hy 
their  eggs.  Thus  they  obtained  provifions  fufficient  to  fuftain  thirteen 
perfons.  The  failors  alfo  contrived  to  kill  the  fea  wolves  which  in  the 
night  were  frequently  found  oa  the  (hore.  Amongfl  the  crew  were 
two  (hip  carpenters,  who  had  preferved  their  working  tools.  Out  of 
the  wreck  of  the  veflel  they  conftruded  a  fmall  failing  boat  in  which, 
three  mariners  and  one  Indian  embarked  for  New  Spain,  and  made  the 
port  of  Calchocuca  in  the  river  Vanderas.  From  thence  they  went  to 
Medellin,  and  informing  the  governor  of  the  fituation  in  which;  they 
had  left  the  Licentiate,  he  fent  a  veflel  in  fearch  of  them.     The  vefl^el 

arjivedi 


(     350    ) 

arrived  at  the  ifland  but  Fra  Gonzalo  died  a  few  days  before.  The  reft, 
(hortly  arrived  at  Medellin;  from  whence  they  went  to  Mexico, 
where  they  had  all  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  reception  they  met 
with  from  Cortes,  who  made  Zuazo  his  alcalde  major. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Expeditions  under  various  officers. 


A 


.S  the  views  of  Cortes  were  always  lofty  and  tending  towards  do- 
mination, and  as  he  was  well  fupported  by  the  talents  and  bravery  of 
his  captains  and  foldiers,  after  having  eftablifhed  his  power  in  the  great 
city  of  Mexico,  and  in  Guaxaca,  Zacatula,  Colima,  Vera  Cruz,  Pa-. 
nuco,  and  Giiacacualco,  he  learned  that  in  the  province  of  Guatimalaj, 
there  were  populous  nations,  and  rich  mines.  He  therefore  determined: 
to  fend  a  force  under  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  to  conquer  and  colonize  that 
country,  and  having  firll  fent  an  embafly  thither,  ineffe(5tually.,  Alva- 
rado at  the  head  of  three  hundred  infantry,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
five  cavalry,  two  hundred  Tlafcalans  and  Cholulans,  and  one  hundred 
Mexican  allies,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  was  ordered  to  march  to^ 
that  province. 

Cortes  gave  inftru(5lions  to  Alvarado,  that  he  fhould  if  poffible 
bring  thofe  nations  over  to  him  by  peaceable  methods,  and  that  Fra 
Bartholome  (liould  preach  to  them  upon  the  articles  of  our  holy  religion; : 
that  all  prifons  and  cages  fhould  be  broken  in  pieces,  and  the  prifoners 
fet  at  liberty. 

The  expedition  fet  out  from  Mexico,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  three.     On  his   march 
Alvarado  received  the  fubmiflion  of  the  diftrid:  named  the  rocks  of  Gu-- 
elamo,  and  there  obtained  many  rich  prefents  of  Gold.     When  the,  ar-- 
my,  palTing  the  provinces  of  the  Zapotecas  of  Teguantepeque, .  and  by. 
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Soconufco,  which  lall:  place  contained  upwards  of  fifteen  thoufand  houfes, 
came  into  the  neighbourhood  of  a  place  called  Zapotitlan,  at  a  river 
over  which  there  was  a  bridge,  they  perceived  a  number  of  bodies  of 
warriors  drawn  up  to  difpute  the  padage  with  them.  An  a(5lion  enfued 
in  which  many  foldiers  were  wounded,  and  a  horfe  killed.  So  nume- 
rous were  the  Indians,  that  the  Spaniards  could  not  break  or  difperlc 
them  without  thi'ee  very  hard  fought  battles. 

From  this  place  Alvarado  continued  his  march,  under  conftant 
alarms  from  the  neighbouring  Indians  of  Quetzaltenango,  and  after  fome 
time  he  arrived  at  a  defile  which  afcends  a  mountain,  for  the  length  of 
about  a  league  and  a  half.  When  he  arrived  at  the  fummit,  he  found 
there  an  Indian  woman,  very  fat,  and  having  with  her  a  dog  of  that 
fpecies  which  they  breed  in  order  to  eat,  and  which  do  not  bark.  This 
Indian  was  a  witch ;  (he  was  in  the  adt  of  facrificing  the  dog,  which 
is  a  fignal  of  hoftility.  Shortly  after,  our  army  perceived  multitudes  of 
armed  Indians  advancing  upon  them  on  all  fides,  in  a  diflicult  broken 
tracft  of  ground,  where  the  cavalry  could  not  charge.  The  infantry 
advanced,  but  our  troops  foon  perceived  that  thefe  Indians  a(5led  upon  a 
regular  plan;  for  they  retreated  into  the  moll  rough  and  difficult  ground, 
where  above  fix  thoufand  of  the  warriors  of  Utatlan,  which  is  adjacent 
to  Quetzaltenango,  fell  upon  our  people.  They  were  howeve  rfor  the 
prefent  put  to  flight,  but  foon  rallied,  being  reinforced  by  frefh  troops 
in  great  numbers,  who  waited  our  advance,  and  fought  our  troops  foot 
to  foot  parties  of  three  or  Your  of  them  feizing  a  horfe  before  and  behind, 
and  endeavouring  to  pull  him  to  the  ground.  During  this  time  the  ex- 
ertions of  Alvarado,  and  the  exhortations  of  Fra  Bartholome,  who  re- 
prefented  to  our  foldiers  the  fervice  which  they  owed  to  God,  and  that 
they  mufl  conquer  or  die,  for  the  extenfion  of  our  holy  faith,  never 
ceafed ;  thus  animated,  our  troops  completely  fucceeded  in  difperfing  the 
Indians.  They  then  halted  in  the  field  and  were  unmolefted  by  the 
enemy  for  three  days ;  after  which  they  advanced  to  the  town  of  Quet- 
zaltenango. 
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Meaning  to  give  fome  repofc  to  his  troops,  Alvarado  was  difaj*- 
pointed  to  find  that  the  Indians  were  now  aflembled  in  greater  force, 
and  determined  to  attack  him  in  his  poft.  On  their  approach,  to  the 
number  of  about  fixteen  thoufand,  for  their  army  was  compofed  of  two 
Xiquipils,  Alvarado  drew  out  his  troops  in  a  plain,  and  advancing  up- 
on the  enemy,  completely  defeated  them,  with  fuch  lofs,  that  for  a 
long  time  after,  they  remained  completely  under  awe  of  the  Spa-, 
niards. 

The  chiefs  now  propofed  to  treat  for  a  peace,  and  fent  ambaiTacfors 
to  Alvarado  who  received  them  kindly,  but  they  had  at  the  fame  time 
arranged  a  plan  for  the  dell:ru<51:ion  of  the  Spanifh  force,  and  it  was  this. 
Not  far  diftant  was  a  place  called  Utatlan,  in  a  difficult  country,  and 
furrounded  with  defiles,  whither  they  perfuaded  him  to  march, 
and  it  was  determined,  that  when  the  Spaniards  were  arrived, 
they  (houki  be  fallen  on  by  furprife  with  the  forces  of  both  the  diftrids. 
Alvarado  marched  for  Utatlan,  but  on  his  arrival  remarked  the  bad  fitu- 
ation  of  the  place.  This  town  was  of  confiderable  ftrength,  having 
only  two  gates,  to  one  of  which  was  an  afcent  of  about  five  and  twenty 
fteps,  and  the  other  opened  to  a  very  bad  and  broken  caufeway.  The 
flreets  were  very  narrow,  and  the  houfes  joined;  and  in  cafe  of  being 
attacked,  the  ground  about  the  town  was  unfit  for  cavalry.  The  Spa- 
niards obferved  alfo  that  the  women  and  common  people  had  difappeared; 
and  fome  Indians  of  the  place  which  they  had  left  told  them,  that  warri- 
ors were  pofted  in  ambufcade  round  the  town,  which  it  was  intended 
that  night  to  fet  fire  to,  and  that  was  to  be  a  fignal  for  a  general 
attack. 

Alvarado  therefore  ordered  his  troops  under  arms,  and  marched 
out  into  the  open  country,  telling  the  caciques  that  it  was  to  give  his 
horfes  grafs.  They  did  not  feem  pleafed  with  this  change,  and  as  foon 
as  Alvarado  had  his  troops  clear  of  the  town  he  feized  the  cacique  who 
governed  it,  and  reproaching  him  for  his  treafon,  ordered  that  he  fhould 
be  burnt  aliv6,  but  Olmedo  obtained  a  refpite  and  permiilion  to  ufe  his: 
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endeavours  to  convert  him  to  our  holy  faith;  he  accordingly  preached 
an  entire  day,  and  at  lafl  fucceeded,  and  as  an  indulgence,  inftead  of 
being  burned  he  was  hanged,  and  his  territory  given  to  his  fon.  Alva- 
rado  now  fell  upon,  and  difperfed  fuch  of  the  natives  as  remained  about 
the  town,  and  his  fuccefs  having  become  known  in  Guatimala,  pre- 
vious to  his  arrival  on  the  frontiers  of  that  nation  which  was  in  hoftility 
with  the  people  of  Utatlan,  they  determined  to  treat;  for  that  purpofe 
they  fent  an  embafly  charged  with  a  quantity  of  gold,  and  to  declare- 
their  fubmifTion  as  vaflals  to  his  Majefly;  they  offered  at  the  fame 
time  to  ferve  in  his  wars.  Alvarado  accepted  their  fubmiiTion  and  their 
offer  of  fervice,  defiring  them  to  fend  to  him  two  thoufand  of  their  war- 
riors, which  requifition  was  immediately  complied  with.  As  the  peo- 
ple had  rebelled  again,  Alvarado  continued  in  the  country  of  Utatlan 
about  eight  days,  coUecfling  a  confiderable  fpoil  and  many  flaves,  and 
then  fetting  forward  on  his  march,  he  foon  arrived  at  the  city  of  Gua- 
timala, where  he  was  hofpitably  received. 

During  this  time  the  greatefl:  harmony  prevailed  between  Alvarado 
and  his  troops,  and  the  natives,  the  chiefs  of  whom  informed  him  that 
in  their  neighbourhood  was  a  nation  called  the  Altitans,  who  poflefled 
fevcral  ftrong  fortreffes  on  the  "fide  of  a  lake,  and  who  refufed  to  come 
in  and  make  fubmifTion.  They  alfo  reprefented  them  as  a  bad  and  ma- 
licious people.  To  thefe  Alvarado  fent  an  invitation,  but  they  maltreat- 
ed the  perfons  who  brought  it,  in  confequence  of  which,  he  found  it 
neceffary  to  go  with  an  armed  force,  and  taking  with  him  one  hundred 
and  forty  Spanifh  foldiers,  and  two  thoufand  Guatimalans,  he  marched* 
againft  them,  renewing  his  offer,  which  was  returned  by  a  difchargeof 
arrows  from  their  warriors,  who  marched  out  armed  in  coats  of  mail, 
and  founding  warlike  inflruments.  Alvarado  put  them  to  flight,  and 
purfued  them,  with  confiderable  lofs,  to  their  fortreffes  which  were  over 
the  lake.  He  then  drove  them  from  thence,  and  making  feveral  pri- 
foners,  compelled  them  to  take  to  the  water,  and  crofs  over  to  an  ifland. 
The  printipal  perfons  whom  he  h^d  taken,  he  fet  at  liberty,  and  bid 
them  go  and  u&  their  endeavours  to  perfuade  their  countrymen  to  a  peace. 
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Between  threats  and  promifcs  Alvarado  at  length  fucceeded,  after  whkh 
he  returned  to  Guatimala.  Fra  Bartholome  exerted  himfelf  with  effect 
in  his  holy  office,  for,  ere^fling  an  altar  and  an  image  of  our  Ladyi,^he 
explained  the  myfteries  of  our  faith  to  the  natives,  who  imitated  our  ex-^r 
ample  in  adoring  the  Holy  Virgin. 

A  people  who  came  from  a  diftance  towards  the  fouth,  to  make 
fubmiffion,  and  who  were  named  the  Pipiles,  told  our  chief,  that  in 
their  way  w^as  a  nation  called  the  Izcuintepeques,  of  a  very  malignant 
and  obftinate  difpofition,  who  maltreated  all  fuch  as  went  through  their 
country.  To  them  he  {mt  an  invitation  to  come  in  and  make  fubmif- 
(lon,  which  they  neglecfting,  he  marched  againft  them  with  his  whole 
force  and  a  body  of  his  allies  cyf  Guatimala,  and  coming  on  them  by 
furprife  he  made  great  deftrudion  among  them.  This  was  an  unfortu- 
nate event,  produ<5live  of  mifchief,  and  diredlly  contrary  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders.  I  have  now  given  the  reader  a  fummary  account  of  the 
conquell  and  pacification  of  Guatimala  and  its  dependencies,  but  it  may 
be  found  at  full  length  as  written  by  Gonzalo  de  Alvarado.  I  was  not 
pfefent  at  it,  nor  did  I  go  into  that  province  until  my  return  from  Hi- 
gueras.  The  Indians  of  this  province  are  not  good  foldiers;  only  wait^ 
ing  the  attack  in  broken  ground. 

Cortes  had  been  informed  that  the  provinces  of  Higueras  and  Hon- 
duras contained  rich  mines,  and  certain  failors  alfo  told  him,  they  had 
met  with  the  natives  fifhing,  and  that  they  ufed  nets  which  had  weights 
of  gold  mixed  with  copper;  as  alfoi  that  a  fb-aight,  or  paflage,  was 
probably  fomewhere  about  that  coaft.  In  compliance  with  his  Majefty's 
orders,  he  therefore  determined  to  fend  a  body  of  troops  thither  under 
Chriftoval  de  Oli  to  fearch  for  this  palTage  to  the  Spice  Iflands,  and  to 
make  enquiry  concerning  the  mines.  As  the  way  thither  by  land  was 
very  tedious  and  difficult,  it  was  determined  he  (hould  go  by  fea„  and 
accordingly  fix  ffiips  were  provided,  and  three  hundred  and  feventy  foh 
diers  embarked,  of  whom  one  hundred  weremufqueteerskAdcrofsbow- 
men,  and  twenty  two,  cavalry..    Five  alfo  of  the  old  conquerors  of 
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Mexico,  the  companions  of  Cortes  and  his  Majefty's  veteran  fervants, 
who  had  retired  to  their  houfes  and  repofe,  were  commanded  to  take 
up  arms  again  on  this  occafion ;  and  it  was  of  no  ufe  to  tell  Cortes  that 
any  one  had  ferved  long  enough,  or  fufFered  hardfhips,  for  when  Cor- 
tes ordered  no  remonftrances  availed.  There  was  alfo  one  Briones,  a 
feafaring  man,  of  a  feditious  difpofition,  and  a  bitter  enemy  to  Cortes, 
and  many  of  the  foldicrs  who  embarked  thought  they  had  been  ill  ufed 
in  the  diflribution  of  lands  and  property. 

The  inilrucflions  given  to  De  Oli  were,  to  fail  to  the  Havannah,  to 
receive  provifions  and  neceflaries,  and  purfue  his  voyage  to  Higueras, 
where  he  was  to  make  enquiry  whether  any  harbour,  ftraight,  or  paf- 
fage  lay  to  the  fouthward;  alfo  to  fearch  for  mines  of  gold,  and  filver, 
and  in  fome  commodious  iituation  to  build  a  town,  not  negledling  the 
intereils  of  the  church,  for  the  extenfion  whereof,  two  reverend  friars, 
one  of  whom  fpoke  the  Mexican  language,  were  to  attend  the  expedi- 
tion. 

De  Oli  embarked  from  Villa  Rica,  and  arrived  at  the  Havannah, 
where  he  took  on  board  his  provifions  and  horfes  and  alfo  five  perfons 
of  thofe  who  had  come  out  with  Garay,  and  who  had  been  expelled 
from  the  fettlement  of  Panuco  for  feditious  condu(5t.     Thefe  perfons  at- 
tached themfelves  to  De  Oli,  and  began  to  inflil  their  poifonous  coun- 
fels  in  his  mind,  adviiing  him  to  renounce  his  obedience  to  Cortes. 
Briones  alfo  laboured  in  this,  and  having  concerted  matters  with  Velaf- 
quez  the  mortal  enemy  of  Cortes,  it  was  fettled  amongfl  them,  that  De 
Oli  fhould  put  himfelf  under  Velafquez,  who  would  fupport  him  in 
his  expedition,  and  alfo  make  fuch  reprefentations  at  court,  that  the 
new  fettlement  fhould  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Cortes,  and  the  go- 
vernment thereof  given  to  De  Oli.     This  man  was  of  great  perfonal  va- 
lour, a  very  good  foldier,  but  unfit  to  be  a  commander;    he  was  at 
this  time  about  thirty  fix  years  of  age,  and  was  a  native  of  Baeza  or 
Linares ;  he  had  a  good  perfon  and  countenance,  a  cleft  in  his  undef 
Up,  and  his  voice  was  rough  and  fierce^  he  was  endued  with  many 
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good  qualities,  being  fincerc,  and  for  a  long  time  much  attached  to 
Cortes ;  until  the  ambition  of  governing,  and  diflike  of  being  governed, 
perverted  his  mind,  by  the  influence  of  bad  advifers.  He  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  houfe  of  Velafquez,  but  was  under  much  greater, 
obligations  to  Cortes. 

De  OH  fet  fail  from  the  Havannah,  and  on  the  third  of  May  arri- 
ved at  his  ftation,  which  he  on  that  account  named  El  Triumpho  de  la 
Cruz.  Here  he  appointed  his  civil  adminiflration,  making  his  alcaldes 
and  regidors  of  thofe  whom  Cortes  had  recommended  to  him.  He  alfo 
took  pofTeffion  of  the  country  for  his  Majefly  in  the  name  of  Cortes. 
His  motive  for  doing  this  was,  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  conceal  from  thefe 
perfons  his  feceflion  from  his  general,  and  wifhed  to  keep  them  his 
friends  until  he  could  afcertain  how  the  bufinefs  was  likely  to  turn  out; 
for,  if  the  country  was  as  rich  as  he  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  he  intended 
to  throw  Cortes  off  and  fet  up  an  independent  government ;  if  on  the 
other  hand,  it  fhould  appear  not  to  be  valuable,  he  could  return  to  his 
poflefTions  at  Mexico,  and  glofs  over  to  Cortes  his  negociations  with 
Velafquez,  by  pretending  it  was  done  in  order  to  put  him  in  good  hu- 
mour, and  induce  him  to  give  him  the  neceflary  fupplies.  Thus  was 
the  new  colony  of  El  Triumpho  de  la  Cruz  eflablifhed,  from  whence 
no  intelligence  reached  Cortes  for  upwards  of  eight  months. 

In  the  town  of  Guacacualco  were  a  conliderable  number  of  veterans, 
and  Spaniards  of  quality,  who  were  entrufted  with  the  government  of 
the  province  of  that  name,  together  with  thofe  of  Citla,  Tabafco,  Ci- 
matan,  Chontalpa,  Cachula,  Zoque,  the  Quilenes,  Cinacatan,  and 
Chamuela,  Chiapa  of  the  Indians,  Papanaufta,  Pinula,  Xaltepeque, 
Guazpaltepeque,  Chinanta,  and  Tepeque.  In  the  whole  of  New  Spain, 
the  demand  of  tribute  was  the  fignal  for  an  infurredtion,  and  thofe  who 
attempted  the  coUedlion  of  it  were  killed,  as  indeed  were  all  Spaniards 
who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  natives.  In  thofe  provinces  the  refiflance 
was  univerfal,  and  we  were  under  the  necefTity  of  going  round  from  onp 
city  or  town  to  another  with  a  company  of  foldiers,  to  preierve  tha 
peace.  -  The 
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The  diftri<5l  of  CImatan  being  particularly  refra<5lory,  and  Captain 
Luis  Marin  being  unwilling  at  that  time  to  fend  a  body  of  troops  thi- 
ther, it  was  determined  that  four  neighbours,  whereof  I  was  one, 
fliould  be  fent  to  try  if  we  could  bring  the  people  to  reafon.  Accordingly, 
fetting  out  upon  our  journey,  when  we  approached  the  principal  town, 
we  difpatched  mcfTengers  to  acquaint  the  people  with  our  bufinefs. 
When  we  came  nearer  to  it  we  were  met  by  a  large  body  ^of  Indians, 
armed  with  lances,  and  bows  and  Arrows,  who  killed  two  of  my  com- 
rades, and  wounded  me  defperately  in  the  throat.  My  furviving  com- 
panion after  a  few  blows  provided  for  himfelf  by  making  off  to  fome 
canoes  by  the  bank  of  the  river  Macapa,  fo  that  I  was  left  alone;  I 
however  retained  fufficiently  my  fenfes,  to  creep  into  fome  buflies  where 
recovering  a  little,  I  addreffed  myfelf  to  heaven,  and  implored  the  aid 
of  our  Holy  Virgin,  befeeching  her  not  to  let  me  die  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  dogs  of  Indians.  Then,  feeling  my  powers  return  to  me,  I  fal- 
lied  out,  and  forcing  my  paffage  through  the  natives,  giving  many  good 
cuts  by  the  way,  I  made  my  efcape  to  where  my  comrade  was  in  the 
canoes,  with  four  Indians  whom  we  had  brought  with  us  to  carry  our 
baggage,  which  they  liad  thrown  away,  and  which  the  natives  quitted 
us,  to  pillage.  As  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  we  fhould  not  lofe  our 
lives  on  this  occafion,  we  then  got  acrofs  the  river,  which  is  very  broad 
and  deep,  and  full  of  alligators.  To  avoid  the  Indians  we  were  obliged 
to  remain  eight  days  concealed  in  the  woods,  and  from  our  not  appear- 
ing,, we  were  all  concluded  to  be  loft.  As  was  the  cuftom  at  that  time, 
our  property  was  forthwith  divided  amongft  the  other  Spaniards,  how- 
ever at  the  end  of  twenty  three  days  we  returned  to  our  town,  to  the 
great  joy  of  our  friends,  and  difappointment  of  thofe  who  had  gotten 
poflefTion  of  our  lands  and  Indians. 

Captain  Marin  now  thought  proper  to  go  to  Cortes  to  reprefent  the  ftate 
of  affairs,  and  demand  more  foldiers.  He  accordingly  fet  out  and  waited 
on  Cortes,  who  gave  him  thirty  foldiers,  commanded  by  Alonzo  de 
Grado,  with  orders  for  the  whole  body  of  Spaniards  to  march  for  the 
province  of  Chiapa  which  was  in  a  ftate  of  war«  Accordingly  we  fet  out 
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for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  it,  and  of  building  a  town  there,  to  keep 
the  inhabitants  in  check. 

The  firfl  thing  neceffaiy  was  to  make  a  road  through  the  woods, 
in  a  very  marfhy  country  where  we  were  obliged  to  make  caufeways  for 
the  horfes  to  pafs.  Proceeding  thus,  we  arrived  at  a  place  called  Tez- 
puztlan,  and  continued  our  route  to  another  town  named  Cachula,  from 
whence  we  proceeded,  there  being  no  paflage  previous  to  our  expedition, 
from  the  fear  the  other  natives  have  of  thofe  of  Chiapa,  who  undoubt- 
edly were  at  that  time  the  braveft  warriors  in  America ;  they  alfo  robbed 
palTengers  and  travelling  merchants,  and  brought  off  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  diftridls  to  colonize  and  till  their  ground,  nor  could  the  Mexicans 
ever  fubdue  them.  This  our  expedition  took  place  in  Lent,  the  year  I 
cannot  bring  to  my  recolledion,  but  think  it  was  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  twenty  four.  When  we  came  near  the  city  of  Chiapa, 
we  made  a  review  of  our  force,  which  confifted  of  twenty  {even  horfe- 
men,  twenty  three  mufqueteers,  and  a  field  piece  under  the  direction  of 
a  gunner  who  told  us  that  he  had  ferved  in  Italy;  however  that  was,, 
he  was  of  no  ufe,  being  a  very  cowardly  fellow.  We  had  feventy  foot 
foldiers  armed  with  fword  and  target,  and  about  eighty  Mexicans.  The 
cacique  of  Cachula  with  fome  of  his  principal  people  attended  us,  tremb- 
ling with  fear  J  four  foldiers  of  the  mofi:  a<5live  of  our  little  army,  of 
whom  I  was  one,  were  always  fent  forward  to  reconnoitre;  the  ground 
not  being  fit  for  a  horfe  I  left  mine  behind,  and  we  were  ufually  in  front 
of  the  army  about  half  a  league.  The  people  of  Chiapa  being  much 
accuftomed  to  hunting,  fome  of  them  who  were  thus  employed  perceiv- 
ing us  at  a  diftance  gave  the  alarm,  and  made  fignals  by  fmoke. 

As  we  approached  their  firft  fettlement,  which  is  called  Eftapa,  and 
is  diftant  four  leagues  from  the  principal  town,  we  found  the  roads, 
which  ran  through  cultivated  grounds,  wide  and  convenient;  and.  on, 
each  fide  were  plentiful  crops  of  corn,  and  vegetables.  We  entered  this, 
town,  but  the  inhabitants  had  quitted  it,  and  having  pofled  our  guards  and 
fent  out  patroles,  the  remainder  went  to  reft;  but  we  were  foon  roufed 
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by  the  arrival  of  two  of  our  out  party,  who  came  in  at  full  fpeed  to  tell 
us,  that  the  natives  were  colle(5ting  from  all  parts  to  attack  us.  We 
ftood  to  our  arms,  and  advanced  to  meet  them  out  of  the  town,  where 
a  very  fevere  acflion  enfued,  for  they  were  provided  with  darts  hardened 
in  fire,  war  clubs,  and  lances  larger  than  ours,  and  alfo  a  good  defen- 
five  armour  made  of  cotton.  As  the  field  of  battle  was  very  fioney,  their 
flingers  did  us  infinite  mifchief.  They  approached  us  fo  clofe  that  in 
the  firfi:  attack  they  killed  two  of  our  foldiers,  and  four  horfes,  wound- 
ed our  reverend  father,  Fra  Juan,  and  thirteen  foldiers,  and  deflroyed 
many  of  our  allies.  Our  captain,  Marin,  alfo  was  wounded  in  two  pla- 
ces. This  a(5lion  lafied  till  dark  night,  when,  having  made  an  unfatif- 
fadlory  experiment  of  the  fharpnefs  of  our  fwords  and  the  eftedl  of  our 
mufquetry,  the  enemy  retired,  leaving  behind  them  fifteen  killed,  and 
many  wounded,  from  two  of  whom,  apparently  principal  people,  we 
learned,  that  on  the  next  day  a  general  attack  was  intended  upon 
us. 

The  manner  in  which  the  enemy  had  fought  convinced  us  that 
they  were  no  defpicable  warriors :  for  when  a  cavalry  man  halted  to 
make  a  thrufi:  the  Indians  feized  the  horfe,  and  wrefled  the  lance  out  of 
the  horfeman's  hand,  or  pulled  him  to  the  ground. 

On  the  next  day  we  purfued  our  route  to  the  city  of  Chiapa,  and 
a  city  it  might  truly  be  called,  from  the  regularity  of  its  ftreets  and 
houfes.  It  contained  not  lefs  than  four  thoufand  families,  not  reckoning 
the  population  of  the  many  dependent  towns  iri  its  neighbourhood.  At 
the  diftance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  place  which  we 
had  left,  we  found  the  whole  force  of  Chiapa  drawn  up  to  receive 
us.  Their  troops  were  adorned  with  plumage,  and  well  armed,  often- 
fively  and  defenfively»  and  the  hills  refounded  with  their  fhouts  on  our 
appearance.  It  was  dreadful  to  behold  the  fury  with  which  they  threw 
thcmfelves  upon  us  like  enraged  lions ;  as  for  our  black  artillery  man, 
and  black  he  was  indeed  to  us,  he  was  fo  ilupified  with  fear,  that  he 
ftood  trembling  and  unable  to  put  the  match  to  the  gun,  and  when  at 
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laft  we  fucceeded  in  roufing  him,  he  fired  the  piece  with  no  other  effect 
than  that  of  wounding  three  of  our  own  men.  Our  captain  gave  orders^ 
to  the  cavalry  to  form  in  fmall  bodies,  and  the  mufqueteers,  crofsbow-^ 
men,  and  fword  and  buckler  men,  to  clofe  into  one  compa(5t  battalion,^ 
whereby  the  cavalry  and  infantry  fupported  each  other.  The  enemy 
were  fo  numerous  that  had  we  not  been  the  men  w^c  were,  it  would 
have  gone  very  hard  with  us,  and  we  9urfelves  were  ailonifhed  at  the 
bravery  of  our  adverfaries ;  but  good  father  Bartholome  flood  firmly 
by  us,  and  adminiflered  comfort  to  us  by  his  exhortations,  promifing 
that  we  (hould  be  rewarded  for  our  exertions,  both  by  God  and  by  Cae- 
far.  Our  Captain  Marin  likewife  frequently  encouraged  us,  calling 
out  to  charge  them  in  the  name  of  St.  Jago.  We  at  length  forced  them 
to  fly  before  us;  but  as  there  were  hard  by,  tracfts  of  very  rocky  ground 
where  the  cavalry  could  not  follow  them,  frefli  bodies  of  Indians  fell 
upon  us  by  furprife,  while  we,  thinking  the  day  our  own,  were  return- 
ing thanks  to  God  and  our  Lady.  Of  thefe  troops  a  numb*er  were  pre- 
pared with  long  thongs  to  twifl  round  the  horfes,  and  throw  them 
dow^,  and  they  had  alfo  ftretched  out  the  nets  which  they  ufed  in  hunt- 
ing, for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  enemy  attacked  us  here  fo  dcfperately 
that  hardly  one  of  our  foldiers  efcaped  without  a  wound;  they  wrefted 
the  lances  from  fome  of  our  cavalry,  and  killed  two  foldiers  and  five 
horfes.  In  the  centre  of  their  army  was  a  woman,  aged,  and  immode- 
rately fat,  who  was  efleemed  by  them  a  goddefs,  and  had  promifed 
them  the  vi(5tory.  .  They  had  alfo  incenfe  in  a  pan,  and  certain  idols 
made  of  flone.  This  woman,  who  had  her  body  painted,  and  cotton 
mixed  with  the  paint,  advanced  without  any  fear  among  our  allies, 
who  were  formed  by  companies,  and  by  whom  this  infernal  deity  was 
in  a  very  fliort  time  torn  to  pieces.  /^ 

During  this  time  the  battle  raged,  and  we  and  our  captain  recom- 
mending ourfelvcs  to  our  Lady,  and  befeeching  the  reverend  father  to 
pray  for  us,  threw  ourfelves  into  the  thickeft  of  it,  and  forced  the  ene- 
my to  fly,  fome  to  the  rocks,  .others  to  the  river,  whereby  they  efledled 
their  efcape,  being  excellent  fwimmers.   We  then  halted  to  take  breath, 
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and  our  good  friar,  joined  by  the  foldiers,  fang  the  hymn  which  begins 
•*  Salve  &c,**  and  we  returned  thanks  to  God  for  the  vidory.  Our 
army  then  advanced  towards  a  town  by  the  fide  of  a  river,  where  we 
remained  the  entire  day  and  night,  paying  particular  attention  to  the 
concealment  of  our  dead. 

About  midnight,  ten  chieftains  of  the  neighbouring  diflri(5ts  came 
down  the  river  which  is  very  broad  and  deep  in  five  canoes ;  they  dif- 
cmbarked  at  one  of  our  pofts,  and  were  made  prifoners.  Being  brought 
before  our  captain,  they  told  him  they  belonged  to  a  nation  called  the 
Xaltepeques,  againft  whom  the  people  of  Chiapa  had  made  war;  their 
objccfl  was,  to  offer  their  fupport,  and  to  obtain  from  us  a  promife, 
that  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  againft  the  Chiapans,  we  fhould  fet  free  from 
them  the  nations  to  which  thefe  Indians  belonged ;  in  the  hopes  of 
which,  they  promifed  us  ailiftance  to  pafs  the  river,  which  could  not 
otherwife  be  done.  This  was  very  fatisfadory  to  us,  and  therefore 
leaving  two  of  their  party  behind,  the  reft  went  immediately  to  provide 
twenty  canoes.  The  remainder  of  the  night  was  pafled  under  a  ftri(5t 
watch,  for  the  drums  and  horns  of  the  enemy  were  heard,  from  the 
banks  of  the  river,  where  they  were  colleding  to  attack  us.  As  foon 
as  it  was  light  we  faw  our  friends  arrive  with  the  canoes ;  they  alfo 
Ihewed  us  a  ford,  though  a  very  dangerous  one,  and  were  urgent  to 
us  to  lofe  no  time  in  pailing,  to  fave  the  lives  of  fome  of  their  coun- 
trymen who  had  been  made  prifoners.  Accordingly  we  pafted  the  river, 
formed  into  a  folid  column,  at  the  ford,  which  took  us  up  to  our  arm- 
pits, and  where  we  loft  one  of  our  cavalry.  On  the  oppofite  bank 
we  were  afTailed  by  the  enemy  with  fuch  a  difcharge  of  darts  and  arrows, 
that  not  one  of  our  party  efcaped  without  two  or  three  wounds  before 
we  could  get  out  of  the  water,  but  vaft  bodies  of  other  Indians  appear- 
ing in  our  rear,  and  declaring  for  us,  by  attacking  the  Chiapans,  they 
were  foon  forced  to  turn  their  backs  and  fly  towards  their  city,  whither 
we  advanced  in  good  order,  with  colours  flying,  and  accompanied  by 
our:  allies.  On  our  arrival  there,  we  found  it  too  clof'e  built  to  be  fafely 
occupied  by  us,  and  we  therefore  pitched  our  camp  in  the  open  field. 
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Our  captain  now  fent  mefTengers  inviting  them  to  peace,  and  fliortly 
after,  they  fent  a  deputation  of  their  chiefs,  praying  forgive- 
nefs,  and  requeuing  to  be  admitted  fubje6ts  to  his  Majefty.  They 
alfo  defired  that  the  neighbouring  nations  might  not  be  permitted  to  de- 
flroy  their  houfes  and  plantations,  which  requell  was  readily  granted. 
When  we  went  into  this  town  we  found  many  prifoners  confined  in 
wooden  cages,  who  had  been  feized  by  them  when  travelling.  All 
thefe  were  releafed  and  fent  to  their  homes.  In  their  temples  we  found 
idols  of  horrid  figure,  which  Fra  Juan  broke  to  pieces,  and  alfo  many 
remains  of  men  and  boys  jufl  facrificed,  and  other  traces  of  their  moil 
abominable  cufloms. 

Our  captain  then  fent  orders  to  all  the  neighbouring  nations  to  come 
in;  amongft  the  firfl  who  obeyed  were  thefe  of  Chinacatan,  Gopa- 
nauflla,  Pinola,  Gueguiztlan,  Chamula,  the  Quilenes,  and  others  of 
the  Zoque  language,  with  many  more  which  I  do  not  recoiled:.  Thefe 
people  were  much  furprifed  when  they  perceived  with  how  fmajl  a  body 
we  had  ventured  to  attack  the  warlike  nation  of  the  Chiapans,  whom 
the  Mexicans  never  could  conquer.  Fra  Juan  preached  to  them  with 
great  fuccefs,  and  many  came  to  him  to  be  baptifed. 

While  this  was  pafling,  a  certain  Spanifh  foldier,  attended  by  eight 
Mexicans,  went  to  a  town  called  Chamula,  and  there  demanded  with- 
out any  authority  a  contribution  of  gold  in  the  name  of  his  captain.  A 
portion  was  colleflcd  for  him,  but  not  fatisfied  therewith  he  attempted 
to  feize  the  cacique,  which  caufed  an  infurredtion  in  that  and  a  neigh- 
bouring town  named  Guehuiftlan.  As  foon  as  our  captain  got  intelli- 
gence of  it,  he  caufed  him  to  be  feized,  and  immediately  fent  him  oft 
by  exprefs,  prifoner,  to  Mexico.  This  ipan  was  one  who  confidered 
himfelf  of  confequence  amongft  us,  very  evil  difpofed,  and  cruel  to  the 
Indians. 

We  then  proceeded  to  Chamula,  which  in  confequence  of  the  above 
related  outrage  continued  in  rebellion.     We  were  aflifted  on  our  march 
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by  the  people  of  Cinacatan,  a  polifhed  and  mercantile  nation,  and  ar- 
riving at  Chamula,  we  found  this  place  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature, 
and  the  inhabitants  well  armed,  having  a  large  kind  of  fhield  with 
which  they  could  cover  the  whole  body,  and  which  when  not  wanted 
was  rolled  up.     When  we  approached  we  were  attacked  with  (howers 
of  arrows,  upon  which  our  captain  ordered  the  cavalry  to  go  into  the 
plain,  there  to  watch  the  infurgents  of  the  neighbouring  diftridts  of 
Quiabuitlan.  Our  mufqueteers  then  fired  upon  the  enemy,  but  with  ve- 
ry little  effecft,  whereas  their  mifTile  weapons  injured  us  who  were  unco- 
vered, materially.     We  were  during  this  whole  day  fighting  thus,  to 
very  little  purpofc,  and  when  we  attempted  to  force  the  ramparts,  we 
found  them  guarded  by  above  two  thoufand  men  armed  with  lances. 
Finding  our  endeavours  ineffedlual,  it  was  determined  to  procure  tim- 
ber from  another  town  which  was  depopulated,  and  to  conflrudl  of  it 
the  machines  named  burros  or  mantas,  under  cover  of  which  twenty 
men  or  more  could  approach,  and  remain  under  the  walls,  fo  as  to 
work  an  entrance.     We  therefore  drew  off  for  that  time,  and  having 
procured  the  timber  and  conflru6led  thefe  machines,  we  again  proceeded 
to  the  attack.   Under  cover  of  them  our  men  endeavoured  to  undermine 
the  wall,  the  enemy  throwing  down  upon  us  fcalding  water  mixed  with 
blood,  fire,  and  heavy  flones,  infomuch  that  we  were  quite  in  defpair, 
and  forced  to  retreat  to  repair  the  machines,  which  having  done,  we 
again  brought  them  to  the  walls,  and  working  under  them  we  made 
different  breaches.     As  foon  as  the  enemy  perceived  this,  they  fent  up 
to  the  top  of  their  ramparts  four  of  their  principal  pcrfons,  priefls,  and 
others,  who  addrefTed  us  covered  with  their  thick  fhields,  and  told  us, 
that  fince  we  wanted  gold  we  might  have  it;  and  therewith  threw  over 
feven  crowns  of  fine  gold,  together  with  a  quantity  of  gold  trinkets, 
and  other  things  made  of  that  metal,  cafl  in  the  forms  of  fhells  and 
birds ;  and  they  alfo  at  the  fame  time  fent  among  us  frefh  fhowers  of 
arrows,  darts,  and  flones.     We  had  fucceeded  in  making  two  confide- 
rable  breaches  in  the  walls,  but  it  was  now  dark,  and  a  heavy  rain  be- 
gan to  fall;  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  defifl  for  that  night,  keeping 
good  watch  all  round  our  pofl,  and  the  cavalry  remaining  on  the  plain 
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groti*h3/fiddled  and  bridled.  The  enemy  during  the  whole  night  were 
founding  their  warHke  inftruments,  fuch  as  timbals,  and  fmall  trum- 
pets, yelling,  and  threatening  us  with  deftru<5lion  on  the  next  day^ 
which  they  faid  had  been  promifed  to  them  by  their  gods. 

At  day  break  we  again  brought  forward  our  machines,  to  work 
at  their  walls,  which  the  enemy  defended  with  the  greateft  obftinacy, 
wounding  five  of  our  people,  and  amongft  them  myfelf  by  a  thruft^ 
and  were  it  not  for  the  ftrength  of  my  cotton  quilted  armour,  the  lance 
would  have  gone  through  me.  Thus  we  were  employed  during  the 
whole  day,  and  the  evening  was  drawing  on,  with  a  heavy  fall  of  rain 
and  a  very  thick  mift,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  that  mountainous 
country.  In  confequence  of  this  our  captain  called  us  off  from  the  en- 
gagement, and  about  the  fame  time  the  enemy  ceafing  to  fhout  and 
make  the  noifes  they  had  hitherto  done,  I,  who  was  accuftomed  to  bu- 
finefs  of  the  kind,  and  alfo  perceived  that  their  lances  were  refled  againfl 
the  walls,  barbicans,  and  battlements,  except  about  two  hundred  that 
ilill  appeared  to  be  in  hand,  began  to  fufped:  they  were  going  to  aban- 
don the  place;  in  confequence  whereof,  I  and  one  of  my  comrades  get- 
ting in  at  a  fmall  breach  in  the  wall,  to  fee  what  they  were  doing,  fell 
fuddenly  in  upon  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  them  in  arms,  who  at- 
tacked us  with  their  lances,  and  would  fpeedily  have  put  an  end  to  us, 
but  that  fome  of  our  Indian  allies  who  perceived  our  fituation,  called 
out  to  the  refl  of  our  foldiers,  who  crouded  in  to  where  we  were  fur- 
rounded  by  thefe  Indians,  who  only  compofed  the  rear  guard  of  the 
garrifon,  for  all  the  refl,  men,  women,  and  children,  had  evacuated 
the  place  by  the  other  gate. 

Thefe  who  remained  we  quickly  put  to  flight,  and  purfuing  them, 
we  came  up  with  many  of  the  others,,  and  made  prifoners  feveral  men, 
women,  and  children.  We  now  quitted  the  town,  and  purfued  oiir 
route  towards  Chinacatan,  halting  for  that  night  at  a  place  where  at 
prefent  the  city  of  Chiapa  de  los  Efpanoles  is  built.  Being  arrived  here, 
our  captain  difeharged  fix  of  his  prifoners,  with  orders  to  inform  their 
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countrymen  that  if  they  fubmlttcd,  he  would  deliver  up  to  them  the 
whole  of  thofe  he  had  taken,  which  meflagc  was  delivered,  and  chcar- 
fuUy  complied  with. 

In  confequence  of  the  orders  which  Cortes  had  given  to  our  cap- 
tain, who  was  alfo  my  particular  friend,  to  give  me  fome  good  fituation, 
I  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  this  encomienda  which  I  held  for 
eight  years.  The  firft  thing  I  did  was,  to  get  a  reverend  father  to 
preach  to  the  Indians,  and  convert  them  to  the  chriftian  faith;  we  ac- 
cordingly €re<51:ed  an  altar  and  crucifix,  and  he  preached  to  them  to  good 
effedL  The  firft  day  we  baptifed  fifteen,  to  my  great  fatisfa<5bion,  for 
I  loved  and  wiflied  well  to  them,  they  being  now  my  own.  There  was 
in  this  neighbourhood  a  people  who  inhabited  three  fortified  towns,  and 
were  in  rebellion  againft  us,  named  the  Guegueftitlans,  and  it  became 
necefifary  to  march  againft  and  reduce  them.  Leaving  therefore  our 
wounded  and  baggage  behind,  the  moft  ftout  and  a(5tive  among  us  pro- 
ceeded againft  them ;  they  had  barricaded  all  their  approaches  with  fall- 
en trees,  which  we  cleared  by  the  aftiftance  of  our  Indian  allies,  and 
arrived  under  their  fortrelTes,  which  appeared  likely  to  give  us  enough 
to  do,  for  the  firft  we  came  to  was  full  of  warriors  who  were  well  ap- 
pointed ^  oflPenfively  and  defenfivcly.  When  we  mounted  to  the  aflault 
they  all  fled  and  left  the  place  to  us,  but  our  allies  made  two  of  them 
prifoners,  who  were  immediately  releafed,  and  fent  with  offers  of  peace 
and  good  treatment  to  their  friends,  on  fubmiftion.  Thefe  conditions 
they  accepted  and  came  in,  bringing  with  them  fome  trifling  prefents 
of  gold,  and  feathers  of  the  q^uetzal.  i 

Having  thus  effeded  our  bufinefs  here,  we  proceeded  according  to 
the  dire^aions  of  Cortes,  to  eftablifh  a  colony.  Hereupon  there  was  a 
diflference  of  opinion  amongft  us,  for  fome  were  for  it,  but  others  who 
had  plantations  and  Indians  in  Guacacualco  were  adverfe,  objeding  to  it 
as  an  unfit  fituation  for  cavalry,  and  faying  alfo  that  our  force  in  its 
prefent  reduced  ftate  was  infufficient,  the  diftrid  being  populous,  and 
the  towns  built  in  the  faftnefles  of  the  mountains.    Thus  our  party  fell 
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into  difputes  upon  this  and  other  fubje<5ls,  for  our  captain,  Marin,  and 
Diego  de  Godoy  who  was  a  royal  notary  and  a  very  bufy  perfon,.  were 
adverfe  to  the  plan.  That  troublefome  fellow  Alonzo  de  Grado,  alfb 
it  appeared,  was  pofTelTed  of  a  patent  from  Cortes,  giving  himanenco- 
mienda  in  the  province  of  Chiapa,  when  it  was  reduced  to.  obedience. 
By  virtue  of  this  he  demanded  from  Marin  the  gold  which  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Indians  of  Chiapa,  and  alfo  that  which  had  been 
found  in  the  temples,  amounting  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  crowns. 
This  Marin  refufed,  alledging  that  it  was  neceflary  to  employ  it  in  re* 
placing  the  horfes  which  had  been  killed  in  the  expedition.  All  thefe 
differences  together  brought  matters  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that  our  cap- 
tain put  both  of  them  ill  irons,  determining  to  fend  De  Grado  to  Mex*- 
ico;  as  to  Godoy,  by  dint  of  interceffion  and  promifes  he  obtained  his 
relcafe.  Godoy  made  but  a  very  bad  return  to  Marin  for  his  lenity,  for 
he  immediately  entered  into  a  cabal  with  De  Grado,  and  it  was  agreed 
between  them  to  make  a  formal  complaint  to  Cortes  againfl:  him.  I 
was  applied  to  alfo  to  write  to  him  in  exculpation  of  De  Grado,  becaufe 
they  faid  that  Cortes  would;  believe  my  reprefentations.  I  did  write  in- 
deed, but  it  was  to  let  Cortes  know  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  by  no 
means  charging  Marin  with  any  impropriety.  De  Grado  was  fent  to 
Mexico  under  an  oath  to  prefent  himfelf  to  Cortes  within  eighty  days ; 
that  time  being  allowed  on  account  of  the  diflance,  which  is  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety  leagues. 

It  was  now  determined  by  us,  to  chaftife  thofe  people  who  killed 
•he  two  foldiers  of  that  party  wherewith  I  was  fent,  as  formerly  men- 
tioned. In  our  way  we  marched  through  a  diflridt  fo  very  rugged,  that 
the  paffage  was  impoflible  to  our  horfes  without  affiflancei  which,  on 
an  application  to  the  caciques  was  readily  afforded  us.  Thefe  people  are 
named  Tapelola.  Continuing  our  route  by  the  Silo,  Suchiapa,  and 
Coyumelapa  diftri(5ts  we  came  to  thofe  of  the  Tecomayatacal  and  Atea- 
pan  Indians.  The  houfes  in  the  chief  town,  which  belonged  to  my  dif- 
trid,  joined  each  other,  and  formed  a  very  populous  and  extenfive  place. 
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Near  this  was  a  large  and  deep  river,  which  it  was  neceflary  to  pafs, 
and  here  we  were  oppofed  by  the  people  of  the  town  and  vicinity,  but 
after  a  (harp  adion,  wherein  we  had  fix  foldiers  wounded  and  three  hor* 
fes  killed,  we  put  them  to  flight,  they  all  taking  to  the  mountains  and 
woods,  having  firft  fet  fire  to  their  town.  We  flayed  here  five  days 
taking  care  of  the  wounded,  and  having  made  many  of  the  women  of 
this  place  prifoners,  our  captain  fent  to  invite  the  people  to  peace,  which 
was  accepted,  and  they  returned  to  their  homes.  Godoy  was  averfe 
from  this  lenity,  and  told  our  captain  that  thefe  people  who  had  revolt- 
ed without  any  reafon  fhould  be  punifhed,  or  at  any  rate  made  to  pay 
for  the  horfes  which  were  killed  in  the  adtion.  I  was  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  thought  that  fmce  they  came  peaceably  they  fhould  not 
be  made  to  fufier;  and  giving  my  opinion  freely,  Godoy  became  enra- 
ged and  broke  out  into  angry  words,  from  which  we  came  to  blows, 
and  drew  our  fwords.  A  good  many  cuts  pafTed  between  us  before  we 
could  be  parted,  and  if  we  had  not  been  fo,  one  or  other  of  us  would 
have  loft  his  life.  Marin,  who  was  a  good  and  mild  man,  faw  the 
impropriety  of  ufing  harfh  meafures  with  thefe  people,  and  refloring  all 
their  property  to  them,  left  them  in  peace. 

We  continued  our  march,  and  pafling  by  other  diflridls  of  Cima- 
tlan,  and  Talatiopan,  we  were  afTailed  by  a  number  of  their  archers, 
who  gave  us  a  volley  whereby  above  twenty  of  our  foldiers  were  woundr 
ed,  and  two  horfes  killed ;  and  but  that  we  immediately  attacked  and 
drove  them  from  their  pofl,  they  would  have  done  us  much  mifchief. 
I  mufl  obferve,  that  thefe  are  the  ftrongefl  archers  that  ever  I  met  witb^ 
for  they  drive  their  arrows  through  two  fuits  of  cotton  mail  well  quilted; 
which  is  a  wonderful  force.  Their  country  is  in  great  part  marfh, 
which  (hakes  when  a  foot-man  walks  upon  it.  It  was  therefore  in  vaii^ 
to  purfue  the  natives,  and  as  for  our  offers  of  peace  they  treated  thern 
with  negled.  We  therefore  thought  it  befl  to  make  our  fhorteft  way 
to  our  town  of  Guacacualco.  We  took  our  route  for  it  by  the  diflricSt 
of  Guimango,  Nacaxa,  Xuica,  Teotitlan,  Copilco,  and  others  whic^ 
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I  do  not  recoiled:,  to  Ulapa,  and  acrofs  the  rivers  Agaqualulco,  and 
Tonala,  to  Guacacualco,  where  the  killed  horfes  were  paid  for  at  a 
penny  a  pound. 

As  to  De  Grado,  when  he  arrived  at  Mexico  and  waited  on  Cortes, 
the  general  was  highly  dilpleafed  with  him,  telling  him  to  take  three 
thoufand  crowns  and  go  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  give  him  and  others 
no  farther  trouble.  De  Grado  however  made  fuch  apologies  that  they 
were  afterwards  good  friends. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


>®<BeB 


Tranf anions  in  Old  Spain » 


XN  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  one,  our  mofl:  Ho- 
ly Father  Pope  Adrian  of  Lobayana  fucceeded  to  the  fovereign  pontifi- 
cate. He  was  then  governor  of  Caflille,  and  refided  in  the  city  of 
Vittoria,  where  our  agents  waited  upon  him  to  kifs  the  foot  of  his  ho- 
linefs.  At  the  fame  time  arrived  a  great  nobleman  from  Germany, 
called  Mofiur  de  Lafoa,  chamberlain  to  his  Majefty,  by  whom  he  was 
fent  to  congratulate  his  holinefs  on  his  election.  This  M.  de  Lafoa, 
having  heard  the  heroical  adlions  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico,  and  the 
great  works  they  had  done  for  the  extenfion  of  our  holy  faith,  by  the 
converfion  and  baptifm  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  Indians,  was  intercfled 
in  our  behalf,  and  applied  to  the  Holy  Pontiff,  requefling  him  to  acce- 
lerate the  bufinefs  wherein  our  agents  were  employed.  This  requefl 
was  readily  granted,  for  independent  of  what  was  laid  before  him  by 
our  agents,  our  holy  father  had  received  many  complaints  againfl  the 
^ifhop  of  Burgos  from  perfons  of  high  honour  and  quality,  whereby 
Qur  agents  were  encouraged  to)  proceed  in  a  formal  accufation  againfl 
him.  Thofe  who  were  mofl  active  in  the  bufincfs  were  Francifco  de 
Montejo,  Diego  de  Ordas,  the  licentiate  Francifco  Nunez  coufin  to 
Cortes,  and  Martin  Cortes  our  generaFs  father,  who  were  aflifled  by 
many  great  and  powerful  noblemen,  but  principally  by  the  Duke  de 
Bejar;  and  thus  countenanced,  they  brought  forward  their  charges  with 
great  efre(5l. 

The  firfl  was,  that  Velafquez  had  bribed  him  with  a  diflridl,  with 
^e  people  of  which  he  worked  gold  mines.     Secondly,  that  in  the 
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year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventeen,  when  one  hundred  and 
ten  of  us  procured  veflels  at  our  own  expence  and  fet  out  for  the  difco- 
very  of  New  Spain,  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  informed  his  Majefly  that  it 
was  Diego  de  Velafquez  who  had  done  fo,  contrary  to  the  truth. 

Thirdly  that  Velafque2  had  fent  twenty  thoufand  crowns  in  gold^ 
which  his  nephew  Juan  dc  Grijalva  had  obtained,  to  the  bifhop,  and 
no  part  to  his  Majcfty ;  and  that  when  Cortes  fent  a  prefent  of  gold  the 
bifhop  feized  it,  fupprefling  our  letters,  and  fubflituting  others,  afcrib- 
ing  the  faid  prefent  to  Velafquez.  Alfo  that  the  bifhop  retained  one 
half  of  the  treafure,  and  when  Pucrtocarrero  applied  to  him  for  per- 
miflion  to  wait  upon  his  Majefly,  he  caufed  him  to  be  feized  and  thrown 
into  prifon,  where  he  died.  Alfo,  that  he  fent  orders  to  the  ofHcers  of 
the  Cafa  de  Contradlacion  of  Seville,  that  they  fhould  not  give  any  af- 
fiflance  to  Cortes.  Farther,  that  he  appointed  as  officers  to  the  military 
fervice  in  New  Spain,  fuch  as  were  not  fit  for  it,  as  was  the  cafe  in  re- 
gard to  one  Tapia,  to  whom,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  marriage  between 
his  niece  and  the  faid  Tapia,  he  promifed  the  government  of  New  Spain. 
Alfo,  that  he  approved  for  good,  the  falfe  relations  tranfmitted  by  the 
agents  of  Velafquez,  which  he  forwarded  to  his  Majefly,  fupprefling 
thofe  of  Cortes  which  were  the  true  ones.  There  were  befides  many_^ 
other  charges,  all  very  well  fubflantiated,  and  which  he  could  not 
deny. 

Thefe  things  being  all  brought  to  light,  his  holinefs  was  pleafed 
to  order,  that  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  fhould  have  no  farther  authority  in 
New  Spain,  that  Cortes  fhould  be  declared  governor  thereof,  and  that 
Velafquez  fhould  receive  compenfation  for  the  expences  he  had  been 
at,  and  could  duly  prove.  His  holinefs  fent  alfo  to  New  Spain  a  num- 
ber of  indulgences  for  the  hofpitals  and  churches,  and  was  pleafed  to 
dired:  Cortes  and  us  the  conquerors  to  pay  unremitting  attention  to  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians,  adding  how  much  it  was  the  duty  of  himfelf 
and  all  ChriHendom  to  pray  for  thofe  who  had  done  io  much  for  the 
advancement  of  our  holy  faith.     He  alfo  was  pleafed  to  fend  to  us  his 
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holy  bulls  of  abfolutiott.  All  this  his  Majefty  gracioufly  thought  pro- 
per to  confirm,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  civil  and  military  eftablifhment, 
adding  thereto  his  order  to  Velafquez  to  give  up  his  government  of  Cuba, 
on  account  of  his  having  fent  out  the  armament  under  Narvaez  in  de- 
fiance of  the  peremptory  orders  of  the  royal  chamber  of  audience,  and 
of  the  brethren  of  the  order  of  St.  Jerome.  The  Bifhop  of  Burgos  was 
fo  aflfedted  by  the  cenfiire  which  his  holinefs  the  Pope  pafled  upon  his 
condu(5t,  and  by  his  Majefty's  orders  in  confequence  thereof,  that  when 
he  retired  to  his  country  feat  at  Toro  he  fell  dangeroufly  ill. 

At  this  period  arrived  in  Old  Caftille,  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  and 
Chrifloval  de  Tapia,  whom  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  had  created  governor 
of  New  Spain,  together  with  the  pilots  Umbria  and  Cardenas.  Thefe 
perfons  v,^aited  on  the  bifhop  to  demand  his  permiflion  to  lay  their  accu- 
lations  againfl  Cortes  before  his  Majefl:y,  and  as  the  bifhop  defired  no- 
thing better  than  to  hear  complaints  of  Cortes  and  of  us,  he  fhewcd 
them  every  favour  in  his  powet.  When  the  agents  of  Velafquez  per- 
ceived this,  they  gladly  joined  the  party,  and  all  together  went  to  prefer 
their  charges  before  the  Emperor. 

They  made  fh^ong  accufetions  againll  Cortes  y  firfl,  that  Velafquez 
fitted  out  armaments  three  times  to  his  own  great  cofl,  and  entrufled 
the  command  of  the  lafl  to  Cortes,  who  broke  his  engagement.  Far- 
ther, that  when  Velafquez  fent  Narvaez  with  his  Majefly^s  commiflion 
as  governor  general  of  New  Spain,  Cortes  made  war  upon,  and  defeated 
him.  Alfo,  that  when  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  fent  Tapia  to  take  the  go- 
vernment of  thofe  countries  in  his  Majefty's  name,  he  rcfufed  to  obey, 
and  by  main  force  compelled  him  to  reimbark.  They  alfo  accufed  Cortes 
of  having  obtained  a  quantity  of  gold  in  the  name  of  his  Majefly,  and 
converting  it  to  his  own  ufe;  of  having  taken,  to  himfelf  a  fifth  of  all 
prizage;  of  having  burnt  the  feet  of  Guatimotzin;  of  retaining  the  fol- 
diers  fhares;  and  building  palaces  and  fortified  houfes  that  were  as  large 
as  whole  villages,  making  the  inhabitants  round  Mexico  work  at  them, 
and  forcing  them  to  draw  large  cyprefs  trees,  and  ftones,  from  a  great 
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diftance;  and  that  he  had  given  poifon  to  Francifco  de  Garay,  to  get 
from  him  his  troops  and  fhipping.  There  were  many  other  accufations 
brought  forward,  fo  that  his  Majefty  was  at  laft  tired  of  hearing  theni, 
beheving  them  to  be  true. 

Narvaez,  when  admitted  into  the  Emperor^s  prcfence  addrejGTed  him 
in  his  pompous  tone  of  voice,  as  follows.  *'  YoUr  Majefly  muft  fur- 
**  ther  know,  that  on  the  night  I  was  taken  prifoner,  having  your 
•*  royal  commiflion  in  my  pocket,  my  eye  put  out,  and  in  apprehenfion 
**  of  being  burnt  alive,  for  the  apartment  was  in  flames,  one  of  Cor- 
**  tes*s  captains,  Alonzo  de  Avila  at  prefent  prifoner  in  France,  violent- 
**  ly  tore  your  commiflion  out  of  my  pocket,  and  when  I  claimed  it, 
**  declaring  what  it  was,  he  denied  the  fadt,  and  faid  that  they  were 
**  bonds  for  money  owing  me  by  Spaniards  in  Mexico,  and  which  I 
**  was  coming  to  enforce."  At  this  the  Emperor  could  not  refrain  from 
laughing.  In  regard  to  the  charges,  his  Majefly  faid,  he  would  give 
orders  that  ftricft  juftice  fhouldbe  done;  and  he  forthwith  commanded, 
that  certain  perfons  of  his  royal  privy  council  fliould  be  formed  into,  a 
court  of  enquiry  to  hear  andrdecidc  upon  thefe  allegations.  The  per- 
fons who  compcfed  this  court  were  Mercurio  Catarinario  grand  chan- 
cellor of  Italy,  De  la  Soa,  and  Dodlor  De  la  Roche,  Flemings,  Hernando 
de  Vega  lord  of  Grajales,  the  Dodor  De  Garavajal,  and  the  Licentiate. 
Vargas. 

This  court  gave  notice  to  the  parties  to  come  forward,,  and  accord- 
ingly they  produced  their  charges  in  the  fame  form  that  they  had  been 
laid  before  his  Majefly.  To  the  charges  brought  by  Velafquez  it  was 
replied,  that  De  Cordova  was  the  difcoverer  of  New  Spain,  who  did  it 
with  his  companions  at  their  own  cofl,  and  that  Velafquez  was  here 
alfo  criminal,  in  that  he  ordered  him  to  go  to  the  Ifland  of  Los  Gua- 
najes,  to  take  Indians  by  force,  and  make  flaves  of  them.  Farther,  that 
admitting  he  fent  Juan  de  Grijalva  thither,  it  was  not  fox  the  purpofe 
of  colonization  but  only  for  trade.  That  for  the  expences  incurred,  the 
principal  part  was  born  by  the  different  captains,  and  not  by  Velafquez, 
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and  thcfe  captains  had  there  colledled  twenty  thoufand  crowns,  the 
principal  part  of  which  went  to  Velafquez.  Farther,  that  Velafquez 
gave  the  Bifliop  of  Burgos  Indians  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba  to  procure 
gold,  neglecting  his  duty  to  his  Majcfly.  Alfo,  that  admitting  it  was 
he  who  fent  Cortes,  it  was  by  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty,  and  by 
the  providence  of  God ;  for  that  any  other  commander  would  have  fail- 
ed in  an  undertaking  of  fuch  danger,  and  that  Cortes  was  not  fent  by 
him  to  colonize,  but  to  barter;  and  that  his  eftablifliment  in  the  coun- 
try was  owing,  not  to  the  inftrudtions  of  Velafquez,  but  the  inflances 
of  his  companions,  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  his  Majeily.  Alfo 
that  it  was  well  known,  that  Cortes  reported  the  whole  of  his  proceed- 
ings to  his  Majefty,  fending  therewith  all  the  gold  he  had  been  able  to 
procure^  he,  and  his  companions,  awaiting  his  Majefty's  further  orders, 
proflratc  on  the  earth.  It  was  alfo  reprefented,  how  the  Bifliop  of  Bur- 
gos fupprefled  the  faid  letters,  and  feized  the  prefents,  concealing  from 
his  Majcfty  our  meritorious  fervice ;  and  when  our  agents  wanted  to 
obtain  permifTion  to  wait  on  his  Majefty,  he  threw  one  of  them,  Puer- 
tocarrero,  into  prifon,  where  he  died;  and  that  he  forbid  the  officers  of 
his  Majefty  at  Seville,  to  furnifh  us  with  what  we  required.  All  which 
was  done  by  the  faid  bifhop,  from  a  corrupt  motive,  as  he  wanted  to 
procure  a  marriage  between  either  Velafquez  or  Tapia,  and  his  niece 
named  Dontia  Petronila  de  Fonfeca,  as  he  had  promifed  that  his  fon-in- 
law  fhould  be  governor  of  Mexico.  In  fupport  of  all  which  accufations 
they  were  ready  to  produce  proofs.  As  to  the  expedition  of  Narvaez, 
our  agents  replied,  that  in  the  firft  place  Velafquez  deferved  to  fuffer 
death  for  difobedience  of  his  Majcfly's  orders;  and  alfo,  that  he  applied 
himfelf  folely  to  the  bifhop,  ncgleding  his  Majefty,  which  was  a  high 
4ifrefpedl;  in  confequence  therefore  of  the  above  mifdemeanors  and 
crimes,  our  agents,  prayed  that  the  court  would  be  pleafed  to  award 
punifhmcnt;  to  which  the  court  replied  that  they  would  take  it  into 
GonlideratiQn^, 

In  reply  to  the  charges  brought  againft  Cortes  by  Narvaez  it  was 
reprefented,  that  on, his  coming  to  New  Spain  he  fent  word  to  the  great 
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King  Montezuma,  that  he  came  to  refcue  him,  and  thereby  caufed  (licH 
a  difturbance  in  the  country,  as  produced  a  dangerous  war.  That  on 
his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  Cortes  had  written  to  him  a  friendly  letter,  dc- 
firing  to  fee  his  commiilion,  to  which  Narvaez  would  make  no  anfwer, 
but  declared  war  againft  Cortes  and  his  companions,  notwithftanding 
that  Cortes  invited  him  to,  and  reprefented  the  neceiTity  of,  an  amicable 
junction,  for  the  good  of  his  Majefty*s  fei-vice,  left  all  (hould  be  loft. 
But  Cortes  finding  that  all  his  ofters  were  negledled,  and  Narvaez  not 
(hewing  him  his  Majefty's  commiflion,  and  knowing  the  mifcondud: 
of  Narvaez  in  feizing  his  Majefty*s  oydor,  to  bring  him  to  punifhment 
for  fo  doing,  went  to  him,  determined  to  fee  his  authority,  and  to  know 
the  reafon  of  his  condud:,  and  that  Narvaez  had  then  attempted  to  fur- 
prife  and  feize  him,  of  which  he  could  adduce  proofs  and  witnefles,. 
amongft  others  Andrez  de  Duero,  who  was  at  that  time  with  Narvaez. 
In  regard  to  his  caufing  the  failure  of  Garay,  and  poifoning  him  at 
breakfaft,  it  was  replied  that  the  failure  of  the  expedition  was  owing  to 
Garay *s  own  mifcondudl,  and  ignorance  of  the  country.  That  when 
Garay  found  his  fituation  hopelefs,  he  accepted  the  friendly  ofter  which 
Cortes  had  made  him,  of  an  hofpitable  reception  at  Mexico,  where  aa 
alliance  was  agreed  upon  between  the  families,  and  Gai^ay  was  to-  have 
had  afliftance  to  cftablifti  a  colony  on  the  river  Palmas ;  and  that  if  it 
was  God's  will  to  take  him  from  this  life,  according  to  the  oaths  of 
the  phyficians,  by  a  pleurify,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Cortes  to  pre^ 
vent  it.  Cortes  alfo  proved  in  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  having  retained 
his  Majefty's  fifth,  that  he  had  fairly  expended^  it  in- the  fervice,  toge- 
ther with  fix  thoufand  crowns  of  his  own  property :  that  the  fifth  which 
he  dedu(5led  for  himfelf  was  according  to  compad:,  and  in  regard  to  the 
charge  of  detaining  the  foldiers  prize  money  it  was- replied,  that  in  the 
capture  of  Mexico  very  little  gold  remained  to  be  divided;  inafmuch  as 
the  wealth  of  the  place  was  almoft  all  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Tlaf- 
calan  and  Tezcucan  allies.  In  regard  to  burning  the  feet  of  Guatimot- 
zin,  it  was  done  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  Cortes,  by  his  Majefty's 
officers,  to  force  him  to  difcover  where  Montezuma's  treafure  was  conv 
eeajed.     In  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  his  buildings  it  was  ftated,  that-they 

were 


C     376     ) 

were  truly  fumptuous,  and  that  the  cyprefTes  and  ftones  were  brought' 
from  a  great  diftancc,  but  that  the  faid  buildings  were  for  the  ufe  and 
honor  of  his  Majefty  and  his  fucceffors ;  that  the  materials  were  brought 
the  principal  part  of  the  way  by  water,  and  that  the  work  was  carried 
on  by  the  general  labour  of  the  Indians,  under  the  order  of  Guatimotzin, 
as  is  always  the  cafe  in  building  the  houfes  of  the  great  in  that  country. 
As  to  the  complaint  of  Alonzo  de  Avila  forcibly  taking  the  commiflion 
from  Narvaez,  it  appeared  upon  infpedtion  that  there  was  no  commif- 
iion  whatever  in  thofe  papers,  the  whole  of  which  were  receipts  for  the 
purchafe  of  horfes,  and  other  things  fimilar ;  but  that  Cortes  never  faw 
them,  nor  was  it  done  by  his  order.     In  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the 
pilots  againft  Cortes,  the  feet  of  Umbria  were  cut  off  by  the  hand  of 
juftice,  as  a  punifhment  for  running  away  with  his  fhip,  and  Car- 
denas had  refufed  to  take  his  fhare  in  the  divifion  of  the  gold,  confent- 
ing  that  the  whole  (hould  be  fent  to  his  Majefty,  but  that  Cortes  had 
given  him  out  of  his  own  purfe  three  hundred  crowns,  which  was  as 
much  as  he  deferved,  being  a  perfon  of  little  confideration,  and  no  fol- 
dier.     In  regard  to  the  charge  relative  to  Tapia,  it  was  alledged  that  had 
he  come  to  Mexico  and  produced  his  Majefty *s  orders,  they  (hould  have 
been  received  by  Cortes,  proftrate  on  the  ground,  with  all  refpedl,  and 
humility;  but  his  incapacity  was  fo  notorious,  that  it  was  the  univerfal 
defire,  and  advice,  of  the  Spaniards  then  in  New  Spain,  that  Cortes 
(hould  remain  in  the  command.     Thefe  charges  and  exculpations  hav- 
ing been  duly  weighed  by  the  court  for  five  days,  it  was  determined  to 
lay  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  before  his  Majefty,  together  with  their 
decifion,  which  was  accordingly  done.     The  ientence  which  tliey  gave 
was  entirely  in  favour  of  Cortes :  the  merit  and  valour  of  him  and  the  old 
conquerors  of  Mexico  were  highly  praifed,  and  filence  was  impofed  on 
Velafquez  as  to  his  complaints,  he  being  told  that  if  he  looked  for  a  re- 
muneration of  his  expences  he  muft  feek  it  from  Cortes  by  courfe  of 
law.     Cortes  was  alfo  declared  governor  general  of  New  Spain,  accord- 
ing to  the  orders  of  his  holinefs  the  Pope.     The  court  alfo  approved  of 
the  arrangements  made  by  him  in  that  country,  and  authorized  him  to 
make  the  divifions  of  the  diftri^ts  in  fuch  a  manner  as  he  thought  fit. 
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Narvaez  was  referred  for  rcdrefs  to  France,  where  Avila  who  had  feiz- 
ed  his  papers  was  at  prefent  prifoner;  the  pilots  Umbria  and  Cardenas 
obtained  royal  cedules,  granting  to  them  property  in  New  Spain  to  the 
amount  of  one  thoufand  crowns  in  rent;  and  it  was  ordained,  that  Cor- 
tes *s  veterans  (hould  all  have  immediate  and  ample  gratifications,  in 
lands  and  Indians,  and  fhould  enjoy  pre-eminence  ^nd  precedency,  fuch 
as  their  valour  deferved.  The  fentence  thus  given  was  taken  to  Valla- 
dolid  to  be  confirmed  by  his  Majefty,  who  was  then  on  his  way  to 
Flanders,  and  who  did  confirm  and  ratify  it  accordingly.  His  Majefty 
alfo  gave  orders  relative  to  the  banifhment  of  lapfed  converts  in  that 
country,  and  forbid  the  admilTion  of  fcholars  for  a  term  of  years.  His 
Majefty  and  the  King  of  Hungary  were  alfo  pleafed  to  write  to  Cortes 
and  to  us,  thanking  us  for  the  fervices  we  had  rendered.  The  affair 
being  thus  decided  in  our  favour,  the  documents  were  intruded  to  Ro-, 
dorigo  de  Paz,  coufin  to  Cortes,  and  to  another  relation  of  his,  named 
Francifco  de  las  Cafas,  who  arrived  at  St.  Jago  in  Cuba,  the  refidencc 
of  Velafquez  the  governor,  where  the  fentence  being  made  known  to 
him,  and  proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet,  he  fell  ill  from  vexation, 
and  fhortly  after  died  very  poor  and  miferable.  Montejo  was  given  by 
his  Majefty  the  government  of  Yucatan  and  Cozumcl,  with  the  lord- 
Ihip  and  title  of  Don.  To  Diego  de  Ordaz  he  confirmed  his  pofTeffions 
in  New  Spain,  and  ennobled  him  giving  him  for  a  coat  of  arms  the 
Volcano  of  Guaxocingo,  and  with  thefe  honours  and  emoluments  they 
returned  to  Mexico,  from  whence  in  two  or  three  years  De  Ordas  went 
back  to  Caftille,  to  obtain  from  his  Majefty  permiftion  to  conquer  the 
province  of  Maranion,  in  which  undertaking  he  loft  his  life  and  all  his 
property.  The  Bifhop  of  Burgos  was  reduced  to  defpair  when  he  learn- 
ed the  manner  in  which  the  affair  had  gone,  and  that  all  his  tranfadions 
with  Velafquez  had  come  to  light. 

When  Las  Cafas  and  Rodrigo  de  Paz  brought  the  intelligence  to 
Mexico,  that  Cortes  was  appointed  governor  of  that  country,  there  was 
univerfal  rejoicing.  The  meftengers  were  liberally  rewarded.  Las  Cafas 
being  made  captain  and  prefented  with  a  good  diftridt  called  Anquitlan, 
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and  De  Paz  obtained  other  valuable  pofTeflions,  and  was  appointed  by 
Cortes  his  major  domo  and  fecretary.  To  all  thofe  who  came  from  his 
country  of  Medellin,  Cortes  gave  Indians,  and  to  the  captain  of  the 
vefTel  a  liberal  reward  in  gold, 

Some  readers  may  be  curious  to  learn  how  thefe  matters  came  to 
my  knowledge;  to  which  I  reply,  that  the  conquerors  received  infor- 
mation of  the  proceedings  of  our  agents  or  procuradors,  in  four  or  five 
letters  written  by  them  from  Caftille;  but  I  ufed  then  to  fay  often,  that 
it  appeared  to  me  that  they  procured  only  for  Cortes  and  themfelves,  and 
during  all  that  time,  we  who  had  made  Cortes  what  he  was,  remained 
encountering  one  danger  and  hardfliip  after  another.  May  God  grant 
us  his  protection,  and  inftil  into  the  mind  of  our  great  Caefar  the  de- 
termination to  caufe  his  true  and  juft  intentions  to  be  carried  into  effedt. 
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CHAPTER     VI. 


TranfaBions  and  occurrences  in  Old  and  New  Spain, 
Expedition  againjl  the  Zapotecans, 

XT  appeared  to  us,  the  mofl  ancient,  wife,  and  experienced  conque-r 
rors  of  Mexico,  that  Cortes  ought  now  to  conlider  duly  who  were  his 
friends,  and  flood  by  him  through  ^he  whole  of  his  difficulties  and 
dangers,  from  the  firft,  and  to  fettle  his  accounts  with  Pedro,  with 
Sancho,  and  with  Martin,  according  to  their  deferts;  which  was  to  be 
done  by  recalling  to  him  thofe  who  were  low,  and  poor,  and  unfortu- 
nate, and  by  placing  them  in  good  fituations,  according  to  their  deferts, 
and  his  Majefty's  orders.  All  this  Cortes  was  bound  in  duty  to  do,  as 
alfo  to  procure  for  us  and  our  children  all  the  good  offices,  and  emolu- 
ments, that  were  to  be  had  in  this  country  of  New  Spain.  But,  **  that 
"  which  does  not  grow  from  the  fkin,  hangs  loofely  to  it;"  and  fo  it 
appeared,  for  inftead  of  doing  this  he  procured  fuch  for  no  one  but 
himfelf,  as  in  the  firft  place  the  government,  and  afterwards  when  he 
went  to  Caftille,  and  got  his  title.  But  to  advert  to  other  matters.  In 
regard  to  the  divifion  of  the  country,  it  was  decided  by  many  of  the 
mofl:  experienced,  brave,  and  fage  conquerors  thereof,  that  the  proper 
method  would  be,  to  divide  it  into  five  parts,  one  whereof  Ihould  go  to 
his  Majefty,  another  to  be  for  the  eflablifhment  and  revenues  of  our  ho- 
ly church,  and  the  other  three  to  be  given  to  Cortes,  and  the  refl  of  us, 
the  true  original  conquerors  of  the  country ;  that  each  fhould  have  a 
fhare  in  perpetuity,  and  in  proportion  to  his  rank  and  deferts,  and  that 
we,  for  our  parts,  who  had  ferved  his  Majefly  here,  without  putting 
him  to  the  leafl  cofl,  and  as  one  may  fay  without  his  knowledge,  he  be- 
ing in  Flanders,  >vould  be  well  fatisfied  therewith,  and  contented,  and 
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at  our  eafe,  not  wandering  about  the  world  as  is  at  prefent  the  cafe,  and 
falling  from  bad  to  worfe ;  for  many  of  us  at  this  moment  are  without 
a  morfel  of  bread  to  eat,  and  God  knows  what  will  become  of  our 
children. 

I  will  now  relate  what  Cortes  did,  and  which  I  call  a  very  unfair 
diftribution.  To  the  Veedor  Chirinos,  the  Fador  Salazar,  J.  de  Ri- 
bera  and  all  thofe  who  came  from  Medellin,  and  to  the  dependents  of 
great  men  who  flattered  and  told  him  plealing  things,  he  refufed  no- 
thing. Not  that  I  blame  him  for  being  generous,  for  there  was  enough 
for  all ;  but  I  fay  that  he  ought  to  have  firfl:  confidered  thofe  who  ferved 
his  Majefty,  and  whofe  valour  and  blood  made  him  what  he  was. 
But  enough  of  this,  and  now  to  other  matters,  for  it  is  ufelefs  detailing 
our  misfortunes,  and  how  he  treated  us  like  vafTals,  and  how  we  were 
obliged  to  take  to  our  old  trade  of  expeditions  and  battles ;  for  though 
he  forgot  us  in  his  diftribution  of  property,  he  never  failed  to  call  on 
us  when  he  wanted  our  afliftance.  However  before  I  take  leave  of  the 
fubjedl  let  me  mention,  that  when  Luis  Ponce  de  Leon  came  to  fuper- 
cedc  Cortes,  we  went  to  the  general,  to  requefl  that  he  would  give  us 
fome  part  of  that  property  which  his  Majefly  had  at  that  time  ordered 
that  he  fliould  refign.  He  then  told  us,  and  fwore  it,  that  if  he  return- 
ed to  his  government  he  would  provide  for  us  all,  and  not  do  as  he  had 
done,  for  which  he  was  very  forry.  As  if  we  were  to  be  fatisfied  with 
promifes  and  fmooth  words. 

There  had  lately  arrived  certain  officers  of  his  Majefly  from  Old 
Caftille,  amongft  whom  were  Alonzo  de  Eftrada  the  treafurer,  Conzalo 
de  Salazar  the  factor,  Rodrigo  Albornos  the  contador,  (Juan  de  Alde- 
rete  being  dead,)  Pedro  Almindes  Chirinos  the  Veedor,  and  many 
others. 

One  Rodrigo  Rangel  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  now  came 
to  Cortes,  telling  him  that  he  had  hitherto  acquired  no  fame  in  the 
wars,  and  wiflied  to  have  a  command  given  him,  wherewith  to  go  and 
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conquer  the  Zapotccans  who  were  in  rebellion,  and  to  take  with  him  - 
Pedro  de  Ircio  as  his  private  counfellor  and  dire<5lor.  Cortes  knew  very 
well  this  man  was  not  fit  for  any  fervice,  being  a  poor  difeafed  mifera- 
ble  objecfl,  from  the  cfFedls  of  his  fins;  he  therefore  put  him  off,  telling 
him  that  nation  was  not  eafily  to  be  conquered  on  account  of  the  high 
rugged  mountains  which  they  inhabit,  and  which  are  always  covered 
with  mifts  and  clouds  i  as  alfo  that  cavalry  could  not  be  brought  againft 
them,  on  account  of  the  bad  and  narrow  roads  which  it  was  neceffary 
to  climb  like  ladders,  each  foldier's  head  at  the  heels  of  his  file  leader. 
However  at  laft  Cortes  agreed  to  the  propofal  of  this  man  who  was  a 
fellow  of  a  very  flanderous  tongue,  and  one  whom  he  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  got  rid  of  in  this  way  where  he  was  likely  to  lofe  his  life. 
The  general  in  confequence  wrote  to  ten  or  twelve  of  us  who  were  in 
Guacacualco,  defiring  that  we  (hould  go  with  him,  and  I  was  one  of 
the  number  thus  feledted.  Thefe  Indians  are  a  light  and  very  active 
people,  and  when  in  the  field  have  a  way  of  whiftling  and  fhouting,, 
which  makes  the  hills  and  woods  refound  again.  Having  this  man 
with  us  it  was  impofiible  to  effed:  any  thing,  and  as  we  advanced  under 
a  very  heavy  rain,  we  came  to  a  village  of  fcattered  houfes,  fqme  being 
upon  a  ridge,  and  others  in  the  valley.  Poor  Pvangel  whined  and  com- 
plained all  the  way  of  the  pain  of  his  limbs,  to  our  great  annoyance, 
knowing  it  was  entirely  ufelefs  trouble  and  danger,  and  that  the  Indians 
who  were  fo  nirnble  would  deftroy  us  climbing  the  rocks  in  one  file, 
if  they  made  a  ftand  any  where.  It  was  at  laft  agreed,  as  Rangel  grew 
worfe  and  worfe,  to  abandon  the  black  expedition  as  we  ufed  to  call  it, 
and  return  to  our  homes.  His  counfellor  alfo  as  he  called  him,  Pedro 
de  Ircio,  was  the  firft  to  advife  him  to  it,,  and  fetting  the  example  by 
following  his  own  advice,  went  home  to  his  town  of  Villa  Rica.  Ran- 
gel however  preferred  accompanying  us  to  Guacacualco,  which  was 
more  grief  to  us  than  going  with  him  in  his  expedition.  He  had  hopes 
that  the  liot  climate  of  that  country,  as  he  faid,  would  relieve  him  of 
his  pains. 

Nq  fooner  had  ^^^e  arrived  at  this  place  then  he  took  in  his  head  to^ 

go, 


(     38^     ) 

go  upon  an  expedition  againfl  the  Indians  of  Cimaton  and  Tatupatan, 
who  were  rebellious,  for  they  thought  themfelves  fecure  amongft  their 
great  rivers  and  trembling  marfhes.  They  were  alfo  formidable  warri- 
ors, ufing  very  large  and  ftrong  bows.  Rangel  however  produced  his 
commiflion  from  Cortes,  and  we  dare  not  but  to  obey  and  march  with 
him,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  horfe  and  foot.  We  accordingly 
fet  out,  and  arrived  at  a  pafs  between  the  marflics  and  lakes,  where  the 
whole  force  of  the  Indians  was  drawn  up  to  receive  us,  having  made 
circular  barricades  of  very  grofs  timber,  with  fpike  holes  to  (hoot  through, 
and  pallifadoes.  Here  they  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome  with  a  flight  of 
arrows  and  darts,  killing  feven  horfes  and  wounding  Rangel  and  eight 
foldiers.  We  had  often  told  him  what  flout  warriors  thefe  Indians  were, 
and  as  he  was  a  prating  fellow  he  now  exclaimed,  by  heaven,  if  he  had 
believed  us,  he  would  not  have  been  in  that  jeopardy  now,  and  that  in 
future  we  the  old  conquerors  of  the  country  (hould  be  his  captains  and 
not  he  ours.  As  foon  as  our  wounded  men  and  horfes  were  dreiled,  he 
begged  I  would  go  forward  to  reconoitre.  I  took  with  me  a  very  fierce 
greyhound  which  belonged  to  him,  and  feled:ing  two  other  foldiers  for 
my  comrades,  defired  the  infantry  to  follow  us  clofe,  and  for  Rangel 
and  the  cavalry,  that  they  (hould  keep  a  good  diftance  in  the  rear.  Pur- 
fuing  our  route  towards  Cimaton,  we  fell  in  with  another  poft  fortified 
like  the  preceding  one,  and  defended  as  ftrongly,  from  whence  we  re- 
ceived a  volley,  which  killed  the  dog,  and  wounded  me  and  each  of 
my  comrades.  I  received  an  arrow  in  my  leg,  and  feven  more  remain- 
ed in  my  cotton  armour.  I  called  immediately  to  fome  of  our  Indian 
allies  who  were  a  little  in  rear  of  us,  to  go  and  bring  up  all  the  infantry, 
but  to  order  the  cavalry  not  to  advance,  as  all  their  horfes  would  furely 
be  killed.  When  the  infantry  came  up  we  attacked  the  barricades,  and 
forced  the  Indians  from  them,  driving  them  to  their  marfhes  where  it 
was  impoflible  to  follow  them  a  ftep,  without  danger  of  finking  and 
being  fmothered.  We  then  advanced,  and  halted  at  a  village.  On  the 
next  day  we  proceeded,  and  were  encountered  by  a  large  body  of  Indians^ 
pofted  in  a  marlh.  This  was  an  inftance  of  the  addrefs  of  the  natives, 
in  chufing  to  meet  us  in  the  plain,  hoping  that  they  could  draw  our 
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cavalry  to  charge  them,  in  expedlation  that  galloping  full  fpeed  they 
fhould  run  into  the  marfh,  and  fo  it  happened ;  for  in  fpite  of  all  we 
could  fay  to  Rangel  of  their  art  and  ftratagem,  and  how  neceflary  it  w^ 
to  be  wary,  he  ran  his  cavalry  full  at  them,  and  tumbled  in  himfelf  the 
firft,  head  foremoft  into  the  marfh,  where  the  Indians  began  to  clofe 
upon  him,  in  order  to  feize  him  alive  for  facrifice. 

By  great  exertions,  we  got  him,  badly  wounded,  out  of  their 
hands,  half  drowned,  and  his  poor  fore  head  expofed  and  broken.  As 
this  country  is  very  populous,  we  found  a  village  hard  by,  whither  we 
went  to  take  repofe  and  drefs  the  wounded.  It  was  abandoned  on  our 
approach,  but  we  had  hardly  been  there  a  quarter  of  an  hour  when  we 
were  attacked  with  fuch  violence,  that  in  the  firfl:  onfet  they  killed  one 
of  our  foldiers  and  two  horfes,  and  we  had  much  to  do  to  drive  them 
off.  All  this  time  Rangel  was  complaining  of  his  wounds  and  bruifes, 
and  the  mufquitos  got  about  him  in  clouds.  The  vermin  alfo  with 
which  that  country  is  infcfled,  bit  him  to  fuch  a  degree  that  his  life 
was  infupportable,  for  he  could  get  no  reft  day  or  night,  and  the  rain, 
fell  inceflantly.  He,  and  fome  of  Garay's  foldiers  whom  he  had  brought, 
with  him,  feeing  that  nothing  had  been  got  but  three  very  hard  fought 
battles,  and  that  eleven  horfes  and  two  foldiers  had  been  killed  and  ma- 
ny more  wounded,  began  to  grow  very  fick  of  the  bufinefs,  and  to 
wifli  to  be  quickly  at  home.  But  Rangel  did  not  wifh  to  have  it  ap- 
pear that  this  retreat  was  a  choice  of  his,  and  therefore  fummoned  a 
council  of  fuch  as  he  knew  were  of  his  own  opinion. , 

About  twenty  of  us  had  at  this  time  gone  to  fee  if  we  could  mak6 
any  prifoners  among  fome  gardens  and  plantations  hard  by;  we  took 
five,  and  on  my  return  Rangel  called  me  aljde  and  told  me  that  the 
council  had  determined  to  retreat,  defiring  me  to  bring  over  the  reft  to 
it.  Having  known  the  man  before,  I  had  a  kindnefs  for  him.  How 
fir*  faid  I  to  him  can  you  now  think  of  returning?  What  will  Cortes 
and  the  world  fay  of  you,  when  they  hear  of  your  retreat  without  ef- 
fedling  any  thing  in  thefe  two  expeditions  ?  You  furely  cannot  think  of 
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returning  till  you  have  reached  the  head  towTi  of  thefe  Indians !  I  will 
go  forward  on  foot  and  reconoitre  with  the  infantry,  give  my  horfe  to 
another  foldier,  and  do  you  follow  in  the  rear  with  the  cavalry.  By 
heavens  cries  out  Rangel,  for  he  was  a  very  loud  talker,  Bernal  Diaz 
gives  good  advice;  the  lot  is  caft  and  we  will  march  on.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  feveral,  and  we  advanced 
in  good  order  to  Cimaton,  the  principal  town,  where  we  were  faluted 
as  ufual  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  and  then,  on  entry,  found  it  abandon- 
ed. We  burned  it  in  part,  and  took  feveral  Indians  whom  we  difmif- 
fcdy  defiring  them  to  invite  their  neighbours  to  peace  and  amity;  but 
thofe  we  fent  never  returned  to  us.  This  enraged  Rangel  againfl:  me, 
and  he  fwore  I  fhould  procure  him  Indians  in  the  place  of  thofe  who 
had  been  liberated.  To  pacify  him  I  was  fain  to  go  with  thirty  foldiers, 
and  wc  picked  up  fome  among  the  marfhes,  whom  I  brought  to  him  and 
he  difmifled,  in  hopes  of  inducing  the  reft  to  come  in,  but  without  ef- 
fect. Thus  ended  the  famous  expedition  againfl  the  Zapotecans,  and 
fuch  was  all  the  fame  Rangel  acquired  in  the  wars.  In  two  years  after- 
wards we  eifedted  the  conqueil  of  thefe  countries,  the  natives  whereof 
were  converted  to  our  holy  faith,  through  the  grace  of  God,  and  the 
exertions  of  the  reverend  father  Bartholome  de  Olmedo,  who  poor  man 
was  at  that  time  grown  weak  and  infirm.  Pity  it  was,  for  he  was  an 
excellent  miniHer  of  the  gofpel. 

Cortes  had  now  colle(5ted  eighty  thoufand  crowns  in  gold,  and 
a  golden  culverin,  which  he  named  the  Phoenix,  and  had  caufed  to 
be  made  as  a  prefent  for  the  Emperor,  was  finifhed.  It  was  a  fuperb 
piece  of  workmanfhip.     The  following  motto  was  engraved  on  it. 


Efta  Ave  nacio  fin  par;    Yo  en  fervir  os  fin  fegundo; 
Y  vos  fin  igual  en  el  Mundo. 
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*•  The  immortal  PhcEnix  peerlefs  fweeps  the  air; 
'*  To  Charles  is  given  boundlefs  rule  to  bear; 
"  Zealous  to  conquer,    at  my  King*s  command, 
**  I  in  my  fervices  unrivalled  fland. 


This  prefent  was  fent  to  Europe  under  the  care  of  Diego  de  Soto. 
I  am  not  certain  if  J.  de  Ribera,  formerly  fecretary  to  Cortes,  went 
with  it.  I  always  thought  him  a  bad  kind  of  man,  from  what  I  ob- 
ferved  in  him  at  play,  either  with  cards  or  dice:  belides  this  he  had 
many  ill  qualities. 

He  however  was  fent  to  Caftiile,  and  took  a  fum  of  mbney  with 
him  for  the  general's  father;  which  money  he  appropriated  to  his  own 
ufe,  and  then,  unmindful  of  the  obligations  he  had  received,  faid  much 
ill  of  Cortes ;  and  being  very  flippant  and  fluent  of  fpeech,  and  having 
been  his  fecretary,  he  obtained  credit  for  what  he  faid,  and  combining 
with  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos  and  others,  did  him  much  harm;  and 
would  have  done  more  had  it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  the  Duke 
of  Bejar,  who  protedled  Cortes  on  account  of  a  treaty  of  marriage  which 
was  then  on  foot,  between  our  general  and  a  niece  of  that  Duke,  na- 
med Donna  Juana  de  Zuniga.  This,  combined  with  the  feafonable  ar- 
rival of  the  prefent,  gave  a  favourable  turn  to  the  aflairs  of  Cortes. 

In  regard  to  the  golden  Phoenix,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  motto 
gave  great  offence  to  many,  as  they  thought  it  prefumption  in  Cortes 
to  fay  he  had  no  equal  in  his  fervices.  But  his  friends  juftly  defended 
him;  for  who  had  extended  fo  far  the  fame  and  power  of  his  Majefty, 
or  brought  fo  many  thoufands  of  fouls  to  the  dominion  of  our  holy 
church?  They  alfo  did  not  forget  us  his  aflbciates,  but  declared  that  we 
alfo  were  intitled  to  honours  and  emoluments,  having  earned  them,  as 
the  Caflillian  nobility  did  thofe  enjoyed  by  their  defcendants. 
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As  to  the  culverin,  it  went  no  farther  than  the  city  of" Seville;  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a  prefcnt  of  it  to  Don  Francifco  de  los 
Cobos,  commendador  major  of  Leon,  who  melted  it  down.  Its  value 
amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  ducats. 

A  fuit  was  commenced  by  Martin  Cortes  againft  Ribera,  on  ac- 
count of  the  money  of  which  the  latter  had  defrauded  him.  While  it 
was  yet  pending,  and  as  Ribera  was  on  a  journey,  he  flopped  to  dine 
at  the  town  of  Cadahalfa,  where,  eating  fome  broiled  meat,  he  fell 
down  dead  fuddenly,  and  without  confefTion.  God  pardon  his  fins! 
Amen. 

Cortes  continued  to  rebuild  and  embellifh  the  city  of  Mexico.  It 
was  now  as  well  peopled  by  the  natives  as  it  had  ever  been  before.  He 
gave  them  privileges,  exempting  them  from  all  tribute  to  his  Majefly 
until  their  houfes  were  completed,  as  alfo  the  caufeways,  bridges,  pub- 
lic edifices,  and  aqueduds.  In  the  Spanifli  quarter  churches  and  hof- 
pltals  were  ereded,  under  the  care  of  the  good  father  Bartholome  de 
Olmedo,  as  vicar  and  fuperior.  This  reverend  father  had  alfo  efla- 
biifhed  an  hofpital  for  the  natives,  to  whom  he  paid  the  utmofl 
attention. 

In  compliance  with  our  petition  to  his  Majefty,  as  formerly  rela- 
ted, Don  Francifco  de  los  Angeles,  general  of  the  Francifcans,  fent 
twelve  of  his  order  under  tiie  vicarage  of  father  Martin  de   Valencia. 
Amongfl  them  came  father  Toribio  de  Motolmea;  this  firname,  the 
meaning  of  which  is,  the  poor  brother,  was  given  him  by  the  Mexicans, 
becaufe  all  that  he  got  in  charity  he  diftnbuted  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
was  frequently  without  a  morfel  to  eat.     He  alfo  always  went  barefoot- 
ed, and  wore  a  tattered  habit,  and  coaflantly  preaching  to  the  natives, 
was  very  popular  among  them.     As   foori  as  Cortes  was  informed  of 
their  arrival  at  Villa  Rica,  he  gave  directions  for  the  road  to  Mexico  to 
be  put  in  good  order,   houfes  to  be  built  at  proper  flations   for  them  to 
refrelh  in,  and  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  towns  to  go  out  to  receive  tn^m 
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with  reverence,  ringing  the  bells,  bearing  crucifixes  and  lighted  wax 
candles,  and  the  Spaniards  to  kneel  down  and  kifs  their  hands.  When 
they  approached  Mexico,  he  went  out  to  meet  them  and  as  foon  as  they 
appeared,  Cortes  threw  himfelf  from  his  horfe  to  kifs  the  hands  of  the 
reverend  vicar.  When  the  natives  faw  the  general  on  his  knees  to  thofe 
reverend  fathers,  with  bare  feet  and  in  tattered  habits,  they  were  aflo- 
nifhed,  and  conlidering  them  as  gods,  they  all  followed  his  example, 
and  have  continued  to  do  fo  ever  lince. 

Cortes  at  this  time  thought  it  necefTary  to  inform  his  Majefly  of 
his  proceedings  in  the  converiion  of  the  natives,  the  rebuilding  of  the 
city,  and  the  expedition  which  he  had  fent  againfl  the  province  of  Hon- 
duras under  the  command  of  De  Oli,  who  had  deferted,  and  embraced 
the  party  of  Velafquez,  on  which  account  he  had  determined  to  fend  a 
force  againfl  him.  He  alfo  complained  of  the  proceedings  of  Velafquez, 
and  of  the  injury  his  Majefty*s  fervicejiad  fuftained  thereby,  as  alfo  by 
the  partiality  of  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos .  He  remitted  at  the  fame  time 
thirty  thoufand  crowns  in  gold  to  his  Majefty's  treafury,  and  lamented 
the  unfortunate  effedls  of  thofe  abufes,  as  having  prevented  him  from 
making  an  ampler  contribution  of  gold.  He  at  the  fame  time  com- 
plained of  one  Rodrigo  de  Albornos,  contador  in  Mexico,  who  afper- 
fed  him  from  private  motives,  becaufe  he  had  refufed  to  give  him  in 
marriage  the  daughter  of  the  Indian  lord  of  Tefcuco,  adding  that  he 
underflood  that  this  Albornos  was  attached  to  the  intereft  of  the  Bifliop 
of  Burgos,  and  was  accuftomed  to  write  to  him  in  cyphers. 

At  this  time  the  news  of  the  bifhop*s  removal  had  not  reached 
Mexico.  Albornos,  before  mentioned,  fent  by  the  fame  veffel  his  accu- 
fations  againfl  Cortes,  charging  him  with  levying  exceffive  contribu- 
tions of  gold  for  his  own  ufe.  That  he  was  fortifying  caftles,  and  mar- 
rying the: daughters  of  great  lords  to  his  private  foldiers,  infinuating 
that  Cortes  was  endeavouring  to  fet  himfelf  up  as  an  independent  king, 
and  flrongly  reprefenting  the  necelTity  of  fending  an  officer  with  a  great 
force,  to  fupercede  him.    Tliefe  letters  came  to  the  hands  of  the  Bifhop 
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of  Burgos,  who  laid  them  before  the  whole  junto  of  the  enemies  of  Cor- 
tes, and  this  new  matter  was  immediately  brought  before  his  Majefty. 
They  complained  of  the  partiality  which  they  alledged  was  fhewn  to- 
wards him  on  former  occafions,  and  his  Majefty,  deceived  by  thefe 
mifreprefentations,  which  were  enforced  by  the  bold  and  lofty  tone  of 
Narvaez,  now  ifTued  an  order  for  the  admiral  of  St.  Domingo  to  go  with 
fix  hundred  foldiers  to  arreft  Cortes,  and  make  him  anfwer  if  he  found 
him  culpable,  with  his  head.  Alfo  to  punifh  all  thofe  of  us  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  attack  upon  Narvaez.  As  an  encouragement, 
this  officer  was  promifed  the  admiralty  of  New  Spain,  the  right  of  which 
was  now  under  litigation  in  the  courts. 

The  admiral,  either  from  want  of  money,  or  being  apprehenfive 
of  ferious  confequences  from  committing  himfelf  againft  fo  able  and  fo 
fuccefsful  a  leader  as  Cortes,  delayed  fetting  out  upon  his  expedition  fo 
long,  that  it  gave  time  to  the  friends  and  agents  of  Cortes  to  make  a 
full  explanation  of  the  circumftances,  and  alfo  of  the  condudl  of  Albor- 
nos,  to  the  Duke  of  Bejar,  who  immediately  went  to  wait  upon  the 
Emperor  ,  to  reprefent  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  to  ofier  his  life  as 
a  fccurity  for  the  loyalty  and  good  condu<5l  of  Coites. 

His  Majefty  being  upon  due  confideration  convinced  of  the  juftice 
of  our  caufe,  determined  to  fend  a  perfon  of  high  quality  and  found 
judgment,  and  one  who  feared  the  Lord,  to  hold  a  fupreme  court  of 
juftice  in  New  Spain.  Such  a  perfon  he  found  in  the  licentiate  Luis 
Ponce  de  Leon,  coufin  to  the  count  Don  Martin  de  Cordova.  To  him 
his  Majefty  intrufted  the  bufinefs  of  enquiry  into  the  condu<5l  of  Cortes, 
with  full  power  to  inflid:  the  greateft  puniftiment,  in  cafe  he  fhould 
find  him  guilty.  It  was  however  two  years  and  an  half  before  this 
gentleman  arrived  in  New  Spain. 

I  have  now  gone  beyond  the  date  of  my  narrative  two  years  in  ad- 
vance, to  inform  the  reader  of  this  circumftance ;  and  I  may  now  alfo 
mention,  that  during  the  viceroyalty  of  Don  Anthonio  de  Mendoza, 
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that  moft  illuftrious  nobleman,  worthy  of  eternal  memory  and  heavenly 
glory,  for  his  wife  and  juft  government,  this  fame-  Albornos  wrote 
flanderous  and  malignant  letters  of  him,  as  he  had  done  before  of  Cor- 
tes. The  letters  which  related  to  Don  Anthonio  were  all  returned  from 
Caftille,  into  the  hands  of  that  nobleman,  and  when  he  had  read  them, 
with  all  the  perfonal  abufe  of  himfelf  that  they  contained,  he  fent  for 
Albornos,  and  (hewing  them  to  him,  faid  in  his  mild  and  flow  man- 
ner of  fpeaking,  "whenever  you  choofe  to  make  me  the  fubje<3:  of 
'*  your  letters  to  his  Majefty,  mind  that  in  future  you  tell  the  truth; 
**  and  now  go  about  your  bufinefs,  for  a  knave  as  you  are."  Thus  he 
left  the  contador,  overwhelmed  with  confufion. 
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CHAPTER     VII. 


Expedition  of  Cortes  to  Higuerds. 

XJE  OLI  I  have  already  mentioned  as  having  revolted.  When  Cor- 
tes received  intelligence  of  this,  it  made  him  very  penfive;  but  as  he 
was  one  not  to  be  trifled  with  in  fuch  cafes,  he  determined  to  fend  a 
gentleman  who  was  his  relation,  by  name  Francifco  de  las  Cafas, 
with  five  (hips,  and  one  hundred  well  provided  foldiers,  having  with 
them  fonie  of  the  original  veteran  conquerors  of  Mexico. 

Las  Cafas  {ct  out  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  with  his  good  fliips, 
and  his  pennants  flying,  and  with  fair  winds  arrived  at  the  bay  named 
El  Triumpho  de  la  Cruz,  where  De  Oli  had  efl:abli(hed  his  pofl:.  Al- 
though Las  Cafas  hoifl:ed  the  fignal  of  peace,  De  Oli  determined  upon 
making  refiftance,  and  embarking  a  number  of  foldiers  in  two  armed 
vefl^els,  he  fent  them  to  oppofe  Las  Cafas,  who  being  a  brave  man  was 
determined  to  land  at  all  events ;  he  therefore  ordered  out  his  boats  and 
arming  them  with  fwivels  and  mufquctry,  attacked  the  other  party,  and 
funk  one  of  their  veflels,  killing  four  foldiers  and  wounding  many. 
When  De  Oli  faw  this  he  thought  it  advifable  to  propofe  terms  of  peace, 
for  a  confiderable  part  of  his  foldiers  were  detached  up  the  country,  in 
fearch  of  another  body  of  troops  which  was  making  conquefts  there, 
about  the  river  Pechin.  This  lafl:  mentioned  party  was  commanded  by 
a  Captain  Gil  Gonzalez  de  Avila. 

De  Oli  as  I  have  already  related  being  in  expe(fl:ation  of  the  return 
of  his  detachment,  wiihed  for  a  truce  with  Las  Cafas,  which  the  latter 
for  his  misfortune  agreed  to,  and  remained  at  fea,  partly  in  the  inten- 
tion 
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tion  of  looking  out  for  fome  other  place  of  difembarkation,  and  partly 
induced  by  letters  from  the  friends  of  Cortes  who  were  in  the  troops 
commanded  by  De  Oli.  On  that  night  a  hard  gale  fprung  up,  by 
which  our  vefTels  were  driven  on  fhore  and  entirely  loft,  with  above 
thirty  of  the  foldiers.  The  reft  were  made  prifoners,  after  being  two 
days  without  food,  and  almoft  dying  with  cold,  being  thoroughly  foak- 
ed  in  the  fait  water  and  with  rain  which  at  that  feafon  fell  very  heavily. 
De  Oli  was  very  triumphant  on  this  occafion.  He  made  his  prifoners 
fwear  fidelity  to  him  againft  Cortes,  releafing  them  all  except  Las  Cafas. 
The  parties  he  had  fent  out  againft  Gonzalez  de  Avila  returned  about 
this  time.  It  feems  that  Avila  cam:^  there  as  governor  of  Golfo  Dolce, 
and  had  founded  a  town  which  he  named  St.  Gil  de  Buena  Vifta.  De 
Oli  on  hearmg  of  it  fent  his  troops  againft  him,  who  in  their  firft  attack 
had  taken  Avila  prifoner,  killed  his  nephew,  and  alfo  eight  of  his  fol- 
diers. De  Oli  was  now  in  great  ftate  with  two  captains  as  his  prifo- 
ners, and  that  all  m'.ght  know  his  valour  which  certainly  was  very  great 
fo  far  as  his  own  perfon  was  concerned,  he  wrote  a  full  account  of  his 
exploits  to  his  frie.id  Velafquez.  He  afterwards  marched  up  the  coun- 
try to  a  place  called  Naco,  in  a  very  populous  diftridl,  the  whole  of 
which  is  now  deftroyed.  While  De  Oli  remained  here,  he  fent  out 
troops  on  different  excurfions ;  among  others  he  lent  a  party  under  one 
Captain  Briones  who  was  the  firft  to  inftigate  him  to  revolt.  He  was 
a  feditious  fellow,  ani  the  lower  parts  of  his  ears  had  been  cut  off",  as 
he  ufed  to  tell  us,  for  refufing,  together  with  other  ofticers,  to  furren- 
der  themfelves  in  a  certain  fortrefs.  This  man  was  afterwards  hanged 
in  Guatimala  for  mutiny.  To  return  to  my  narrative,  intelligence  came 
to  De  Oli,  that  Briones  with  his  whole  body  had  revolted  from  him, 
and  gone  to  New  Spain,  which  turned  gut  to  be  the  cafe. 

Las  Cafas  and  De  Avila  being  at  large,  though  prifoners,  for  De 
Oli  was  too  brave  to  be  under  any  apprehenfions  from  them,  concerted 
a  plan  with  fome  foldiers  to  put  him  to  death,  the  fignal  for  which  was 
to  be  the  words,  '^To  me,  friends  of  the  King  and  Cortes,  kill  the  ty- 
*•  rant!'*  Las  Cafas  half  injeftas  it  were,  and  laughing,  then  afked 
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him  for  liberty  to  return  to  Cortes ;  to  which  De  OH  replied,  that  he 
was  too  happy  to  have  fo  brave  a  man  for  his  companion,  and  did  not 
choofe  to  part  with  him.  **Then,"  faid  Las  Cafas  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, "  take  care  that  one  of  thefe  days  I  do  not  kill  you.**  All  this  the 
other  confidered  as  a  joke;  but  the  meafures  were  taken,  and  one  night 
after  fupper,  when  the  cloths  were  taken  away,  and  the  fervants  and 
pages  had  fat  down  in  their  apartment,  as  Juan  Nunez  de  Mercado  and 
other  foldiers  of  the  party  of  Cortes,  Las  Cafas,  and  Avila,  were  con- 
verfing  with  De  Oli  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  the  fortune  of 
Cortes,  he  being  entirely  unfufpicious  of  their  defigns,  the  confpirators 
fuddenly  drew  out  penknives  and  fell  upon  him.  Las  ,  Cafas  feizing. 
him  by  the  be^rd  made  a  cut  at  his  throat,  and  the  others  gave  him  fe- 
veral  wounds;  but  fuch  was  his  flrength  and  a(51;ivity  of  body,  that  he 
efcaped  out  of  their  hands  for  the  prefent,  calling  aloud  to* his  people 
for  afliflance,  but  they  v/ere  all  too  bufily  employed  at  their  fuppers  to 
hear  him.  He  then  fled,  and  concealed  himfelf  among  fomc  bufhes, 
in  hopes  of  aiTiflance.  Many  were  in  the  a<5t  of  coming  to  him  for  the 
purpofe,  but  were  deterred  by  the  cries  of  Las  Cafas,  npt  to  affift  the  ty- 
rant, but  to  rally  on  the  fide  of  their  King,  and  his  geneial  Cortes. 
They  firfl  hefitated,  and  then  obeyed;  and  Las  Cafas  immediately  gave 
notice,  that  whoever  knew  where  De  Oli  was,  and  did  not  immediately 
reveal  it,  fhould  fuffer  death.  Information  was  foon  given,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  was  made  prifoner,  and,  by  fentence  of  the  two 
captains,  beheaded  in  the  town  of  Naco,  thus  paying  with  his  life  for 
having  followed  evil  counfels;  being  a  very  brave  man,  but  of  no  fore- 
fight.  Cortes  had  conferred  many  favours  on  him;  he  held  a  commif- 
fion  of  Maeflre  de  Campo,  had  valuable  eftates,  and  was  married  to 
Donna  Philippa  de  Aranja,  a  handfome  Portugueze  lady,  by  whom  he 
had  one  daughter. 

Las  Cafas  and  Avila  being  now  free  and  their  enemy  dead,  joined 
their  troops  together,  and  a<5led  in  concert.  Las  Cafas  colonized  Trux- 
illo  in  Eflremadura;  Avila  fcnt  a  meflage  to  his  lieutenant  in  Buena 
Vifla,  ordering  him  to  remain  as  he  was,  and  that  he  fhould  fhortly 
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receive  reinforcement,  which  he  was  going  to  requefl  from  Cortes  at 
Mexico.  The  two  captains  having  fet  out  for  that  city,  I  will  now 
take  my  leave  of  them  for  the  prefent. 

Cortes,  in  fome  months  after  the  departure  of  Las  Cafas,  began 
to  grow  apprehenfive  of  a  difafter;  not  that  he  entertained  the  leafl  doubt 
of  the  valour  or  conduct  of  that  officer,  but  he  repented,  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe,  that  he  had  not  taken  the  command  himfelf. 
He  was  alfo  anxious  to  examine  the  ftate  of  that  province,  more  efpe- 
cially  its  mines,  and  for  thefe  reafons  now  determined  to  fet  out  upon 
his  journey  thither.  He  appointed  a  good  garrifon  to  take  charge  of 
the  city  of  Mexico  during  his  abfence,  and  provided  the  different  polls 
with  artillery,  leaving  as  his  deputies  in  the  government,  the  treafurer 
Alonzo  de  Eflrada,  and  the  contador  Albornoz.  Cortes  did  not  know 
the  fecret  fervices  the  latter  had  been  rendering  him  at  court,  or  he  pro- 
bably would  not  have  left  him  in  power,  although  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  poflible,  that  he  could  not  have  avoided  it.  He  appointed  the  li- 
centiate Zuazo  alguazil  major  of  the  city,  and  as  alguazil  major  and 
agent  in  his  private  concerns,  Rodrigo  de  Paz.  To  thefe  he  ftrongly 
infijfted  on  the  RriOici}  attention,  both  to  the  interefl  of  his  Majefty,  and 
the  converfion  of  the  natives.  This  he  alfo  recommended  to  the  worthy 
fathers  Motolinea  and  Olmedo,  both  holy  men. 

In  order  to  deprive  the  Mexicans  of  chiefs,  in  cafe  they  fhould  at- 
tempt to  rife,  he  took  with  him  Guatimotzin  the  late  king,  the  chief 
of  Tacuba,  Velafquez  an  Indian  and  captain  under  Guatimotzin,  and 
feveral  others.  There  came  alfo  with  us  Fra  Juan  de  las  Varillas,  ano- 
ther clergyman,  two  reverend  fathers,  Flemings,  and  good  theologians, 
to  preach  the  faith,  and  the  captains  De  Sandoval  and  Luis  Marin,  with 
many  other  cavaliers.  The  fuite,  or  officers  who  attended  the  perfon 
of  Cortes  were  as  follows ;  a  fteward  and  paymafler,  a  keeper  of  the  plate, 
a  major  domo,  two  ftewards  of  the  houfehold,  a  butler,  a  confedtioner, 
a  chamberlain,  a  phyfician,  a  furgeon,  a  number  of  pages  of  his  houfe- 
hold, amongft  whom  was  D,  Francifco  de  Montejo  afterwards  captain 
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in  Yucatan,  two  armour  bearers,  eight  grooms,  two  falconers,  five 
muficians,  a  ftage  dancer^  a  jugler  and  puppet  player,  a  mafter  of  the 
horfe,  three  Spanifh  muleteers.  The  general  brought  a  great  fervice  of 
gold  and  filver  plate,  and  a  large  drove  of  fwine  for  his  table  followed 
feeding  by  the  way.  Three  thoufand  Mexican  warriors  attended  their 
chiefs,  befides  a  numerous  train  of  domeflics. 

When  the  party  was  on  the  point  of  fetting  out,  the  facStor  Salazar, 
and  the  veedor  Chirinos,  either  feeing  or  afFecSting  to  fee  much  danger 
likely  to  refult  from  Cortes  quiting  the  feat  of  government,  and  finding 
alfo  that  they  had  not  been  left  in  any  ftation  during  his  abfence,  rcmon- 
flirated  with  him,  but  finding  it  to  be  to  nopurpofe,  they  then  requefled 
permiiHon  to  accompany  him  as  far  as  Guacacualco.  To  this  he  gave 
his  confent,  and  they  accordingly  fet  out.  Cortes  was  received  in  all 
the  places  upon  his  way  with  fuch  pomp  and  rejoicing  as  is  not  in  my 
power  to  defcribe.  Above  fifty  foldiers  and  ftraggling  travellers  newly 
arrived  from  Caftille  joined  him  upon  the  road,  and  the  general  divided 
his  troops  in  two  parties,  until  their  arrival  at  Guacacualco,  for  the 
greater  convenience  of  obtaining  provifions. 

During  the  journey,  the  veedor  and  fador  kept  themfelves  clofe 
to  Cortes,  efpecially  the  latter,  playing  a  hundred  tricks  of  fervility  and 
obfequioufhefs,  and  every  word  he  fpoke,  he  was  cap  in  hand,  and 
with  his  fluent  fpeech,  and  fmooth  words,  as  it  were  trying  to  get  him 
back  to  Mexico,  and  exprelling  his  folicitude  for  his  fafety.  Some- 
times when  he  was  riding  by  the  fide  of  the  general  he  would  fing, 
**  Ay  tio  bolvamonos,  ay  tio  bolvamonos."  Then  Cortes  would  laugh 
at  him  and  reply  finging, 

*•  Adelante  mi  fobrino,  adelante  mi  fobrino, 

**  Y  no  creais  in  agueros,    que  fera  lo  que  dies  quifiere, 

*•  Adelante  mi  fobrino. 
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**  Oh  good  uncle  let  us  return. 

**  Forward,    dear  nephew  forward, 

**  Trull  in  God  and  never  heed  auguries. 


Quitting  the  fubjedb  of  our  fador  and  his  delicate  speeches,  I  have 
now  to  mention  how  a  marriage  took  place  on  the  arrival  of  the  party 
at  the  town  of  Ojeda,  which  is  near  that  of  Orizava,  between  our  lin- 
guifl  Donna  Marina,  and  Juan  Xaramillo.  The  next  place  they  came 
to  was  Guazpaltcpeque,  in  the  diftridl  of  Sandoval.  As  foon  as  intel- 
ligence reached  Guacacualco  of  the  advance  of  Cortes  to  Guazpaltcpeque, 
all  the  Spaniards  of  that  fettlement  came  thirty  three  leagues  to  receive 
him.  This  I  mention  that  the  reader  may  fee  what  fear  and  refpedl  he 
was  held  in  by  us.  Proceeding  beyond  the  place  laft  mentioned,  in  crof- 
ing  a  large  river,  fortune  began  to  frown  upon  us,  for  three  of  our  ca- 
noes overfet,  whereby  fome  plate  and  other  valuables  were  loft,  for 
that  river  is  fo  full  of  alligators  that  there  was  no  recovering  any  thing. 
Pafling  Illuta,  when  we  came  to  the  river  by  Guacacualco  we  found 
three  hundred  canoes  fattened  two  and  two  to  carry  us  over;  here  we 
were  received  under  triumphal  arches,  and  with  various  feftivities  repre- 
fenting  (kirmilhes  of  Chriftians  and  Moors,  together  with  fireworks 
and  other  (hows  of  that  kind. 

Here  Cortes  remained  fix  days,  during  which  time  the  factor  was 
continually  founding  in  his  ears  the  burthen  of  his  old  fong.  Ije  alfo 
told  him  of  fecret  pracflices  of  the  contador  and  the  treafurer,  who  boaft- 
ed  that  he  was  the  fon  of  his  catholic  Majefty,  and  in  ihort  a  number 
of  ftories,  the  drift  of  all  which  was,  to  induce  Cortes  to  fupercedethe 
prefent  deputies,  and  put  him,  and  the  veedor,  in  their  places.  In  this 
he  too  well  fucceeded;  for  by  his  arts  he  obtained  from  the  general  a 
deputation  for  himfelf  and  his  aflbciate  the  veedor,'  to  hold  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  in  cafe  they  (hould  judge  that  the  prefent  deputies 
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failed  in  their  duty.  Thefe  intrigues  caufed  much  trouble  afterwards 
in  Mexico  as  I  will  relate  at  the  proper  time.  The  reverend  father  bla- 
med Cortes  for  what  he  had  done,  and  forefaw  the  confequences  that 
followed.  The  veedor  and  factor  now  took  their  leaves,  with  fuch  ten- 
dernefs  and  affedlion,  the  latter  pretending  to  fob  and  cry  with  forrow 
at  parting,  that  it  was  ridiculous  to  fee  it.  The  fellow  had  by  the  tricks 
of  his  friend  Valiente  the  fecretary,  got  at  that  time  in  his  pocket  the 
documents  he  wanted  for  the  furtherance  of  his  views  in  Mexico,  of 
which  as  I  before  obferved  I  will  fay  no  more  for  the  prefent,  but  con- 
tinue the  narrative  of  our  painful  journey,  for  I  left  this  place  with  the 
general,  and  attended  him  throughout. 

Cortes  now  fent  orders  to  one  of  his  major  domos,  Simon  de  Cu- 
enca,  at  Villa  Rica,  to  freight  two  light  vefTels  with  bifcuit  of  maiz, 
(for  at  that  time  there  was  no  wheat  in  New  Spain,)  fix  pipes  of  wine, 
oil,  vinegar,  pork,  iron,  and  other  neceffary  articles,  and  to  proceed 
with  them  along  the  coaft,  northward,  until  he  fiiould  receive  further 
direcSlions.  The  general  then  ordered  all  the  fettlers  of  Guacacualco 
who  were  fit  for  fervice  to  join  his  expedition.  I  have  already  mention- 
ed how  this  colony  was  formed  out  of  the  mofl  refpedlable  hidalgos, 
and  ancient  conquerors  of  the  country ;  and  now  that  we  had  reafon  to 
expedl  to  be  left  in  quiet  pofTefTion  of  our  hard  earned  properties,  our 
houfes  and  farms,  we  were  obliged  to  undertake  an  hoflile  expedition 
to  the  diflance  of  five  hundred  leagues,  and  which  took  up  the.  time  of 
above  two  years  and  a  half.  But  we  dared  not  fay  no,  neither  would 
it  avail  us.  We  therefore  armed  ourfelves,  and  mounting  our  horfes, 
joined  the  expedition,  making  in  the  whole  above  two  hundred  and 
fifty  veterans,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  thirty  were  cavalry,  befides 
many  Spaniards  newly  arrived  from  Europe. 

1  was  immediately  ordered  to  march  at  the  head  of  thirty  Spaniards 
and  three  thoufand  Mexicans,  to  a  diftrid:  named  Cimatan,  which  was 
in  rebellion,  with  diredions  to  quarter  my  troops  on  the  natives,  and 
if  I  found  them  fubmilfive,  to  do  no  farther  injury,  but  if  refractory, 
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they  were  to  be  fummoiied  intelligibly,  three  times,  in  prefence  of  a 
royal  notary  and  proper  witnefles,  and  in  cafe  they  perfifted,  I  was  to 
make  war  on,  and  compel  them  to  fubmit.  The  orders  which  I  re- 
ceived from  the  general  I  now  have  in  my  poflelTion,  (igned  and  fealed 
by  him,  and  counterfigned  by  his  fecretary,  A.  Valiente.  I  found  the 
people  peaceable,  but  in  a  few  months  after,  in  confequence  of  the  fet- 
tlers  of  Guacacualco  being  withdrawn ^  they  broke  out  again.  Howe- 
ver they  bang  in  the  ftate  that  I  have  mentioned,  I  made  no  delay,  but 
fet  out  with  my  detachment  to  rejoin  Cortes  at  Iquinapa, 

The  general,  with  the  reft  of  his  troops,  leaving  Guacacualco j, 
proceeded  to  Tonala,  crofTed  a  river  to  Ayaqualulco,  croffed  another  river, 
and,  feven  leagues  diftant  an  arm  of  the  fea,  upon  a  bridge  of  half  a 
quarter  of  a  league  in  length;  a  moft  aftonifhing  work  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  and  conftrud:ed  by  the  natives  of  the  country  under  the  infpe<5tion 
of  two  captains,  fettlers  of  Guacacualco.  They  then  proceeded  to  a  large 
river  named  Mazapa,  which  flows  by  Chiapa,  and  is  named  by  mari- 
ners Rio  de  dos  Bocasj  this  they  croffcd  in  double  canoes,  and  proceed- 
ing through  fome  villages,  came  to  Iquinapa,  where  my  detachment 
joined  them.  We  then  crofled  another  river  on  wooden  bridges,  alfo 
an  arm.  of  the  fea,  and  came  to  a  great  town  named  Copilco,  where  the 
province  of  Chontalpa  begins,  which  was  very  populous,  covered  with, 
plantations  of  cocoa,  and  perfectly  tranquil, 

From  Copilco  we  marched  to  Nicaxuxuica,  and  to  Zagutan,  paf-- 
ilng  another  river,  in.  which  the  general  loft  fome  articles  of  his  bag- 
gage. The  laft  mentioned  town  was  found  by  us  in  a  ftate  of  peace, 
but  the  inhabitants  fkd  during  the  night.  Cortes  ordered  parties  out 
to  fearch  the  woods  and  make  prifoners,  v/hich.  was  a  very  inconfiderate 
thing,  and  produ(5live  of  bad  confequences ;  we  found,  it,  is  true,  after 
much  trouble,  fcven  chiefs  and  fome  others,  but  they  all  made  their 
efcape  from  us  again  during  the  night,  and  we  were  thus  left  without: 
guides.  At  this  period  arrived  at  our  quarters  fifty  canoes  fromTabafcO;, 
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loaded  with  provifions,  alfo  fome  from  a  place  named  Teapan  in  my 
encomienda. 

We  proceeded  on  our  march  to  Tepetitan  and  Iztapa,  crofling  a 
great  river  named  Chilapa,  at  which  we  were  detained  four  days  mak- 
ing barks.  I  propofed  to  Cortes,  to  fend  five  of  our  Indian  guides  to  a 
town  of  the  fame  name,  which  I  undcrftood  to  be  on  the  banks  of  this 
river,  to  defire  the  people  to  aflifl  us  with  their  canoes.  Cortes  aflented, 
and  it  was  done;  we  procured  fix  large  canoes,  and  alfo  provifions.  We 
were  fpur  days  in  pafling. 

From  this  we  went  on  to  Tepetitan  which  was  depopulated  and 
bunit,  in  confequence  of  a  civil  war.  For  three  days  of  our  march 
from  the  river  of  Chilapa,  our  horfes  were  almofl  conflantly  up  to  the 
girths  in  the  marfhy  grounds  which  we  had  to  pafs.  We  then  reached 
a  place  named  Iztapa,  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  fled.  We  fent  in 
fearch  of  them,  and  feveral  chiefs  and  others  were  brought  in,  who  be- 
ing treated  kindly,  made  the  general  a  prefent  of  fome  trifling  articles  in 
gold.  We  halted  here  for  three  days  on  account  of  the  plenty  of  com 
and  grafs;  Cortes  alfo  approved  of  it  for  the  fcite  of  a  colony,  it  being 
furrounded  by  many  towns  which  might  be  attached  to  it  as  dependen- 
cies. From  the  travelling  merchants  here,  Cortes  obtained  information 
as  to  his  future  route,  producing  to  them  a  map  painted  on  cloth> 
whereon  was  reprefented  the  way  which  he  was  to  take  to  reach  Huy- 
acala,  which  means  great  Acala ;  it  being  fo  called  to  diflinguifh  it  from 
another  place  of  that  name.  They  told  him  that  the  way  he  was  to 
take  was  much  interfedted  by  rivers,  and  that  in  order  to  reach  a  place 
named  Tamaztepeque,  three  days  journey  diflant,  three  rivers  and  an 
arm  of  the  fea  were  to  be  crofTed.  The  general  in  confequence  gave  or- 
ders to  the  chiefs  to  conftrucft  bridges  at  the  proper  places,  and  alfo  to 
bring  canoes;  neither  of  which  was  obeyed. 

The  three  days  which  the  natives  afTured  us  the  journey  would 
take  up,  turned  out  to  be  no  lefs  than  feven;  but  they  fucceeded  in 
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getting  rid  of  us,  and  wc  fet  out,  provided  only  with  roafted  maiz 
and  roots  fufficient  for  three  days.  We  were  obliged  to  conftrud;  bridg- 
es of  timber,  at  which  all  laboured  from  the  general  downwards,  which 
detained  us  three  days,  during  which  time  we  had  nothing  to  eat-but 
a  certain  wild  plant  named  Quexquexque,  which  inflames  the  mouth 
and  tongue.  When  we  had  crofTed  this  inlet  we  found  no  road .  what^ 
ever,  and  we  were  obliged  to  open  our  way  through  the  woods,  as  it 
were,  fword  in  hand.  After  labouring  thus  for  two  days  in  hopes  of 
reaching  the  place  which  we  were  in  fearch  of,  we  became  totally  in 
defpair.  The  trees  were  fo  thick  that  we  could  not  fee  the  fun,  and 
when  we  afcended  to  the  top  of  one  we  could  not  difcover  to  any  dif- 
tance.  Of  our  three  guides  alio  two  had  fled,  and  the  third  was  inca- 
pable of  rendering  any  fervice.  Cortes,  whofe  refources  were  inexhaufl:- 
ible,  guided  himfelf  by  a  mariners  compafs,  and  by  his  Indian  map, 
according  to  which,  the  town  we  were  in  queft  of,  lay  to  the  eafl. 
Cortes  himfelf  was  however  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  if  we  were 
one  day  more  without  difcovering  it,  he  did  not  know  what  we 
ihould  do. 

Fortunately  we  at  this  time  perceived  the  remains  of  trees  which 
had  been  formerly  cut,  and  alfo  a  fmall  lane  or  path,  and  Lopez  the 
pilot  and  I  returned  to  report  our  difcovery  to  the  general.  Our  news 
revived  the  fpirits  of  the  army,  and  we  pufhed  forward  to  a  village  on 
the  oppofite  lide  of  a  river,  where,  though  the  inhabitants  had  aban- 
doned it,  we  found  fufficiency  of  provifions  for  ourfelves  and  our  horfes. 
Parties  were  immediately  fent  out  in  queft  of  the  natives,  and  they  foon 
returned,  bringj^ig  with  them  many  chiefs  and  priefl:s,  who  being  well 
treated,  procured  us  a  plentiful  fupply  of  provifions,  and  pointed  out 
our  way  to  Izguantepeque,  which  was  three  days  journey,  or  fixteen 
leagues  difl:ant  from  this  town  of  Tamaztepeque.  During  our  journey 
hither  we  lofl:  our  flage  dancer  by  fatigue,  as  alfo  three  of  the  newly 
arrived  Spaniards,,  and  many  of  the  Mexicans  were  left  to  die  upon  the 
road.  It  came  alfo  to  be  difcovered.that  fome  of  their  chiefs  had  feized 
two  or  three  of  the  natives  of  the  places  through  which  we  pafled>  and 
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concealed  them  with  the  baggage,  until  through  hunger  they  had  killed 
and  eaten  them,  drelllng  the  bodies  in  their  manner,  which  is,  by  a 
kind  of  oven  made  with  heated  ftones  which  are  put  under  ground. 
On  enquiry  it  was  alfo  found  out  that  they  had  done  the  fame  with  two 
of  our  guides  who  had  fled  from  us,  but  were  retaken.  Cortes  feverely 
reprehended  all  thofe  concerned,  and  one  of  the  reverend  father  Fran- 
cifcans  preached  a  holy  and  wife  fermon  on  the  occadon,  after  which, 
by  way  of  example,  the  general  caufed  one  againfl  whom  it  was  moft 
clearly  proved  to  be  burnt ;  for  though  all  were  equally  guilty,  yet  in 
the  prefent  circumllances  one  example  was  judged  fufficient.  As  for 
our  poor  muficians  with  their  inftruments,  their  fackbuts,  and  dulci- 
mers, they  felt  the  lofs  of  the  regales  and  fealls  of  Caftille,  and  now 
their  harmony  was  ftopt,  excepting  one  only,  whom  the  foldiers  ufed 
to  curfe  whenever  he  ftruck  up,  faying  it  was  maiz  and  not  muiic  that 
they  wanted.  Some  perfons  have  afked  me  how  it  happened  that  fince 
neceflity  has  no  law,  we  did  not,  rather  than  ilarve,  lay  our  hands  on 
the  herd  of  pigs  which  Cortes  brought  with  him.  To  this  I  reply  that 
they  were  not  within  our  fight  or  reach,  and  thegeneraFs  fteward,  who 
was  a  fly  artful  fellow,  faid  that  they  had  all  been  eaten  by  the  alliga- 
tors in  croffmg  the  river.  But  in  reality  they  had  them  four  days  march 
behind  the  army.  On  our  route  we  made  crofles  in  the  living  trees, 
and  put  infcriptions  on  them  faying,  "  here  paflfed  Cortes  and  his  army 
**  at  fuch  a  time. 

The  Indians  of  Tamaztepeque  fent  forward  to  our  next  ftation, 
Ciguatepecad,  to  inform  the  people  of  our  approach,  and  remove  their 
apprehenfions.  They  alfo,  to  the  number  of  twenty  attended  us  thither, 
where,  being  arrived  and  halted,  Cortes  was  anxious  to  know  the  courfe 
of  a  large  river  which  flows  by  that  town.  Upon  enquiry  he  found 
that  it  difcharged  itfelf  in  certain  inlets  of  the  fea,  near  the  towns  named 
Gueyatafl:a,  and  Xicalango,  and  thereby  he  thought  that  he  could 
conveniently  fend  two  Spaniards  to  the  north  coaft,  to  obtain  informa- 
tion relative  to  his  fliips.  One  of  his  mefl^engers  was  Francifco  de 
Medina,  to  whom  he  gave  a  joint  commifTion  of  captam  with  Simon  de 
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Cuenca,  his  officer  whom  he  had  employed  to  freight  and  command 
the  fliips.  De  Medina  was  an  able  and  diligent  man,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  country;  it  would  have  been  better  however  on  the 
prefent  occalion  if  he  had  not  been  entrufted  with  fuch  powers;  as  will 
appear.  De  Medina  having  gone  down  the  river  to  meet  the  vefTels,  and 
having  arrived  at  Xicalonga  where  they  were  at  anchor,  waiting  to  hear 
from  Cortes,  prefented  the  general's  letters  to  Cuenca,  and  alfo  pro- 
duced his  own  commiffion  as  captain.  A  difpute  immediately  enfued 
between  thefe  two  officers  relative  to  the  chief  command,  and  each  being 
fupported  by  a  party,  they  had  recourfe  to  arms,  and  fought  until  there 
were  not  eight  Spaniards  on  both  fides  left  alive.  When  the  neighbour- 
ing Indians  perceived  this  they  fell  upon  the  furvivors,  put  them  to 
death,  and  deftroyed  the  two  fliips,  io  that  we  did  not,  for  two  years 
and  a  half,  know  what  was  become  of  them. 

We  were  informed  at  our  prefent  quarters,  that  the  town  of  Guey- 
acala  was  diftant  three  days  march  from  us,  and  that  our  way  was  acrofs 
deep  rivers  and  trembling  marches.  Cortes  accordingly  fent  two  foldiers 
to  examine  them,  who,  founding  and  trying  the  rivers,  came  back  and 
reported  that  they  were  pafTable  by  confl:rud:ing  wooden  bridges  acrofs 
them,  but  as  to  the  marflies,  which  lay  more  diftant,  and  which  were 
the  moft  material,  they  made  no  examination  at  all.  Cortes  alfo  fent 
me  and  one  Gonzalo  de  Mexia  forward  to  Gueyacala,  with  fome  guides 
who  offered  themfelves  from  our  prefent  quarters.  We  fet  out  accord- 
ingly, but  in  the  night  our  Indians  left  us,  for  it  feemed  that  the  two 
nations  were  at  war,  and  we  were  now  forced  to  rely  entirely  on  our- 
felves.  When  we  arrived  at  the  iirfl:  town  belonging  to  the  diftrid:  of 
Gueyacala,  which  is  the  chief  over  about  twenty  others,  the  inhabitants 
of  it  fliewed  fome  figiis  of  jealoufy,  but  we  foon  reconciled  them.  This 
diftrid  is  much  interfedted  by  lakes,  rivers,  and  trembling  marfhes. 
Some  of  the  dependent  towns  are  in  iflands,  and  all  the  communication 
is  by  canoes.  We  incited  the  chiefs  to  go  and  wait  upon  Cortes,  but 
this  they  declined  on  account  of  the  hoftility  between  the  two  nations. 
It  feems  that  on  the  firft  day  of  our  arrival  they  had  no  idea  of  our  force, 
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but  on  the  next  they  had  received  further  intelligence  concerning  it,  and 
treated  us  with  more  deference.  They  promifed  that  they  would  provide 
every  accomodation  for  our  people  on  their  arrival,  and  while  we  were 
engaged  in  difcourfe  with  them  on  thefe  fubjecSts,  two  Spaniards  fent 
by  Cortes  brought  me  letters,  wherein  he  ordered,  that  I  fhould  within 
three  days  meet  him  with  all  the  provifioiis  that  I  could  colled:,  for 
that  he  had  been  deferted  by  the  natives,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Guey. 
acala  without  any  neceflaries  whatever.  Thefe  Spaniards  alfo  informed 
me,  that  four  of  our  foldiers  who  had  been  detached  by  Cortes  higher 
up  the  river  had  not  returned,  and  were  fuppofed  to  be  murdered,  as 
afterwards  appeared  to  be  the  cafe. 

Cortes  purfued  his  march,  and  was  for  four  days  employed  in  con- 
ftrucfling  his  bridge  acrofs  the  great  river,  during  which  time  the  army 
fuffered  dreadfully  from  hunger,  having  left  their  laft  quarters  without 
any  provifions  whatever.  Some  old  foldiers  cut  down  trees  refembling 
the  palm,  and  procured  nuts  which  they  roafted  and  eat.  A  very  poor 
refource  for  fo  many.  On  the  night  that  the  bridge  was  finifhed  I  arri- 
ved with  one  hundred  and  thirty  loads  of  corn,  honey,  fruit,  and  fait, 
and  eighty  fowls.  It  was  dark,  and  Cortes  had  made  mention  of  his 
expedtation  of  my  arrival.  The  confequence  was,  that  the  foldiers 
waited  for  me,  and  immediately  laid  violent  hands  on  every  atom  of 
provifions  which  I  had  brought,  not  leaving  any  thing  for  Cortes  or 
the  other  officers.  The  general's  fteward  and  major  domo  cried  out, 
•*  this  is  for  the  general,'*  and  **  do  not  touch  that,"  but  it  was  to  no 
avail,  the  foldiers  faid  that  the  general  and  the  others  had  been  eating 
their  hogs,  while  the  poor  foldiers  were  famifhing,  and  neitheri  entrea- 
ties nor  arguments  could  induce  them  to  leave  him  fo  much  as  a  fingle 
load  of  corn.  Cortes  lofl:  all  patience  when  he  heard  of  it,  and  fwore 
that  he  would  make  enquiry  and  punifli  thofe  who  had  committed  the 
outrage,  and  who  had  talked  about  the  hogs.  But  he  foon  found  that 
this  was  merely  cr}'ing  in  the  dcfert.  He  then  blamed  me,  but  1  told 
him  that  a  guard  fhould  have  been  appointed  to  receive  the  provifions 
when  they  were  brought  in,  for  that  hunger  knows  no  law.     As   he 
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faw  there  was  no  remedy  he  returned  to  me,  and,  Captain  De  Sandoval 
being  prefent,  addrefled  me  with  good  words  faying,  **  my  dear  friend 
**  Del  Caftillo  I  am  fure  that  you  have  left  fomething  behind  you  on 
**  the  road  for  yourf^f  and  our  friend  here;  do  let  us  go  together,  and 
•'  permit  me  to  fhare  it  with  you."  Sandoval  alfo  faid  that  he  vowed  to 
his  God  he  had  not  fo  much  as  a  handful  of  maiz.  When  thus  ap- 
plied to  I  could  not  refufe  them.  *'Well,"  faid  I,  "when  the 
**  fbldiers  are  all  afleep,  come  with  me,  and  take  (hares  of  what  I  pro- 
•'  vided  for  myfelf  and  thofe  with  me;'*  which  was,  twelve  loads  of 
maiz,  twenty  fowls,  three  jars  of  honey,  fruits,  and  faltj  i  had  alfo 
fome  women  to  make  bread.  They  both  thanked  and  embraced  me, 
and  fo  we  efcaped  famine  for  this  time.  Cortes  enquired  how  the  reve- 
rend fathers  had  fared,  but  there  was  no  caufe  of  apprehenfion  for 
them,  as  each  foldier  gave  them  a  portion  of  what  he  had  obtained. 
Such  are  the  hardfhips  attendant  upon  expeditions  in  unexplored  coun- 
tries !  our  general,  feared  as  he  was  by  the  foldiers,  had  his  provifions 
pillaged,  and  was  in  danger  of  ftarving,  and  Captain  De  Sandoval 
would  not  truft  any  one,  but  went  himfelf  to  get  his  ration  from  me. 
On  continuing  our  march,  when  we  had  advanced  about  a  league  from 
the  river,  we  came  to  thofe  defperate  trembling  marfhes.  Here  our  hor- 
•ies  were  near  being  all  fmothered ;  but  as  the  diftance  was  not  above 
half  a  bow  fhot  between  the  firm  ground  on  each  fide,  we  contrived  tp 
draw  them  through  it  by  main  force,  and  when  we  had  gotten  acrofs, 
^after  returning  thanks  to  God,  Cortes  fent  to  Gueyacala  for  a  frefli  fup- 
.ply  of  provifions,  of  which  he  took  care  not  to  be  plundered  as  on  the 
former  occafion,  and  on  the  enfuing  day  the  whole  of  onr  party  arrived, 
at  an  early  hour,  in  the  town  of  Gueyacala,  where  the  chiefs  attended, 
and  had  made  ample  preparations  for  our  reception. 


Cortes,  having  done  whatever  was  necefiary  to  conciliate  the  good 

will  of  thefe  people,  enquired  of  them  relative  to  his  future  march,  and 

.alfo,  if  they  had  ever  received  any  intelligence  of  fhips  being  on  the 

coafl,  or  of  any  fettlement  of  Europeans  there.     They  told  him,  that 

at  the  difcance  of  eight  days  journey  there  were  many  men  with  beards 
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like  ourfelves,  who  had  horfes,  and  three  (hips  with  them.  They  alfo 
furniflied  him  with  a  map  of  his  route,  and  offered  their  afliflance  du- 
ring the  march ;  but  in  anfwer  to  his  demand  that  they  would  open  the 
way  for  us,  they  reprefented  to  him  the  difobedience  of  fome  of  their 
dependencies,  and  exprefTed  their  wifhes  to  reduce  them  to  fubmiflion 
by  our  means.  This  duty  he  gave  to  Diego  de  Mazariegos,  a  relation 
of  the  treafurer  Alonzo  de  Eftrada,  as  a  compliment  to  him,  and  call- 
ing me  afide,  he  defired  that  I  would  attend  him  upon  the  occafion  as 
his  counfellor,  from  my  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  country.  This 
I  fhould  not  now  mention,  nor  do  I  as  a  boaft,  but  it  is  my  duty  as  an 
hiflorian,  and  further,  it  was  well  known  to  the  whole  army,  and  his 
Majefly  was  informed  of  it  in  the  letters  written  to  him  by  Cortes. 
About  eighty  of  us  went  with  Mazariegos  upon  this  occalion.  When 
we  arrived,  we  found  the  diftridl  in  the  beft  difpoiition  poflible;  the 
chiefs  returned  with  us  to  w^ait  on  Cortes,  and  brought  with  them  a  moft 
plentiful  fupply  of  pro vifions.  In  about  four  days  after  this,  all  the 
native  chiefs  deferted  us,  and  wc  were  left  with  only  three  guides,  to 
purfue  our  route,  which  we  did,  crofling  two  rivers,  to  another  town 
in  the  diilridt  of  Gucyacala,  which  we  found  abandoned. 

Here  was  the  fcene  of  the  death  of  Guatimotzin,  lad  native  king 
of  the  Mexicans.  It  appeared  that  a  plot  had  been  entered  into  by  this 
unfortunate  man,  together  with  many  others  of  his  nobility,  to  murder 
the  Spaniards,  and  return  to  Mexico;  and  that  on  their  arrival,  they 
intended  to  make  a  jundiop  of  all  their  forces,  and  attack  the  Spanilh 
garrifon.  Their  treafon  was  communicated  to  the  general  by  two  lords 
named  Tapia  and  Juan  Velafquez,  who  had  commanded  under  Guati- 
motzin during  the  fiege.  As  foon  as  Cortes  got  the  knowledge  of  it  he 
took  the  informations,  not  only  of  thefe  two,  but  alfo  of  feveral  others 
concerned;  their  confefTion  was,  that  perceiving  we  marched  without 
precaution,  that  difcontent  prevailed,  that  many  of  our  foldiers  were 
fick,  and  provifions  fo  fcarce  that  ten  Spaniards  had  died  of  hunger  ab- 
folutely,  and  others  had  returned  to  Mexico,  confidering  alfo  the  uncer- 
tainty of  our  fate  and  deflinatioa  they  had  decided^  that  dying  at  once 
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was  preferable  to  going  with  us  any  farther.     They  had  therefore  refol- 
ved  to  try  their  fortunes,  and  fall  upon  us  at  the  paflage  of  fome  river 
or  marfh,  their  numbers  being  an  encouragement  to  the  attempt,  as  they 
exceeded  three  thoufand  well  armed  men.     Guatimotzin  denied  that  the 
whole  of  the  Mexican  force  was  concerned  in  this  plot,  or  that  it  would 
have  ever  been,  to  his  knowledge,  carried  into  eftedt.     But  he  admit- 
ted that  it  had  been  heard  though  never  approved  of  by  him.     The 
prince  of  ,Tacuba  declared  that  all  which  had  ever  pajGTed  between  Gua- 
timotzin and  him  was,  frequent  declarations  that  to  lofe  their  lives  at 
once  would  be  preferable  to  wafting  in  the  manner  they  were,  in  a  flow 
death,  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  feeing  the  diftreifes  of  their  friends 
fufFering  around  them.     Without  any  more  proofs  whatever,  Cortes 
ordered  Guatimotzin  and  his  coufin  the  prince  of  Tacuba  to  be  hanged 
immediately,  and  the  preparations  for  the  execution  being  made,  they 
were  brought  to  the  place  attended  by  the  reverend  fathers.     Before  he 
was  executed,  the  king  turning  round  to  Cortes  faid,   **MalintzinI  now 
'*  I  find  in  what  your  falfe  words  and  promifes  have  ended; — in  my 
^*  death. — Better  that  I  had  fallen  by  my  own  hands  than  truft  myfelf 
**  in  your  power  in  my  city  of  Mexico. — Why  do  you  thus  unjuftly 
**  take  my  life?.  May  God  demand  of  you  this  innocent  blood!"  The 
jjrince  of  Tacuba  only  faid  that  he  was  happy  to  die  by  the  fide  of  his 
lawful  fovereign.     Thus  ended  the  lives  of  thefe  two  great  men,  and  I 
muffc  fay  like  good  chriftians,  and  for  Indians,  mofl  pioufly;    and  I 
heartily  pitied  Guatimotzin  and  his  coufin,  having  feen  them  in  fuch 
great  fortune  and  fituations.     They  behaved  very  kindly  to  me  during 
our  march,  doing  me  many  fervices,  efpecially  giving  me  Indians  to 
carry  grafs  for  my  horfe ;  and  I  alfo  declare  that  they  fufFered  their  deaths 
moft  undefervingly,  and  fo  it  appeared  to  us  all,  amongffc  whom  there 
was  but  one  opinion  upon  the  fubjed: ;  that  it  was  a  mofl  unjufl  and 
cruel  fentence. 

We  continued  our  march  afterwards  with  great  caution,  from  ap- 
preheniions  of  a  mutiny  among  the  Mexicans  on  account  of  the  execu- 
tion of  their  chiefs;  but  the  wretches  were  fo  exhaufted  by  famine, 
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/Tckncfs,  and  fatigue,  that  they  did  not  appear  even  to  think  about  the 
matter.  At  night  we  arrived  at  a  village  which  was  abandoned  by  the 
inhabitants,  but  on  fearching  we  found  eight  priefls  who  readily  attend- 
ed us  to  Cortes.  He  defired  them  to  call  back  their  neighbours,  and 
that  they  fhould  receive  no  injury.  This  the  priefts  readily  promifed, 
requefting  at  the  fame  time,  that  their  idols  which  were  in  a  temple  ad- 
joining the  building  wherein  were  the  quarters  of  Cortes,  fhould  not  be 
touched;  which  the  general  agreed  to,  but  took  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
poftulating  with  them  upon  the  abfurdity  of  venerating  what  was  in 
reality  no  more  than  clay  and  timber.  The  priefls  feemed  very  willing 
to  embrace  the  true  dodtrine,  and  brought  us  twenty  loads  of  fowls  and 
maiz.  To  the  queftion  put  to  them  by  Cortes,  how  many  days  jour- 
ney, or  funs,  it  was,  to  the  place  where  were  the  men  with  beards  on 
their  faces  and  who  rode  horfes  they  replied,  feven;  that  the  place  was 
named  Nito,  and  they  offered  to  be  our  guides  thither. 

Cortes  caufed  a  crofs  to  be  fixed  in  a  large  ceiba  tree  clofe'  to  their 
temple,  which  as  I  have  before  mentioned  joined  to  the  building  where- 
in he  had  taken  his  quarters.  He  was  at  this  time  very  ill  tempered, 
and  fad.  He  was  vexed  by  the  difficulties  and  misfortunes  which  had 
attended  his  march,  and  his  confcience  upbraided  him  with  the  death 
of  the  unfortunate  Guatimotzin.  He  was  fo  diflradted  by  thefe  thoughts 
that  he  could  not  reft  in  his  bed  at  night,  and  getting  up  in  the  dark  to 
walk  about,  as  a  relief  from  his  anxieties,  he  went  into  a  large  apart- 
ment where  fome  of  the  idols  were  worfhipped.  Here,  he  miffed  his 
way,  and  fell  from  the  height  of  twelve  feet,  to  the  ground,  receiving 
a  defperate  wound  and  contufions  in  his  head.  This  circumftance  he 
tried  to  conceal,  keeping  his  fufferings  to  himfelf,  and  getting  his  hurts 
cured  as  well  as  he  could. 

Quitting  this  place  we  arrived  in  two  days  at  a  diftrid:  the  people 
of  which  are  called  the  Mazotecas,  and  found  a  neu^ly  built  town,  for- 
tified and  barricaded,  with  very  ftrong  pallifadoes  in  two  circles,  one 
of  which  was  like  a  barbican,  with  loop  holes,    and  trenches  fun]t 
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before  it.  The  part  which  was  not  fortified  in  this  manner  was  defend- 
ed by  a  perpendicular  rock,  the  top  of  which  was  piled  with  ftones  fhap- 
ed  for  the  fling.  It  had  alfo  a  parapet,  and  there  was  on  one  fide  of 
the  town  an  impaffable  marfh.  On  entry  we  found  every  houfe  filled 
with  provifions  of  whatever  kind  the  country  afforded,  and  a  magazine 
flocked  with  arms  of  all  forts,  but  not  a  (ingle  human  being.  While 
we  -were  expreffing  our  aftonifliment  at  thefe  circumflances,  fifteen  In- 
dians came  out  of  the  marfh,  and  addrefling  us  with  great  fubmiflion, 
informed  us  that  they  had  been  driven  to  the  conflrudiion  of  this  for- 
trefs,  as  a  laft  refource  in  an  unfuccefsful  war,  in  which  they  had  been 
engaged  with  forae  of  their  neighbours,  whom,  as  v/ell  as  I  recollecft, 
they  called  the  Lazandones.  It  feemed  to  be  a  warfare  of  plunder  on 
each  fide.  The  name  of  this  diftrid:  means  in  their  language  a  country 
abounding  with  game,  which  it  was  very  well  intitled  to  be  called. 
Two  of  the  Indians  attended  us  from  this  place,  and  communicated  to 
Cortes  what  they  knew  of  the  fettlcm.ent  of  the  Spaniards. 

We  now  travelled  through  a  country  entirely  open,  confifling  of 
vafl  plains  without  a  tree.  The  heat  of  the  fun  was  excefTive,  and  the 
deer  which  fed  over  this  extenfive  range  of  champaign  were  innumerable, 
and  fo  tame  as  almofl:  to  come  to  our  hands.  The  horfemen  took  them 
after  the  fhortefl  purfuit,  and  we  had  in  a  very  little  fpaceof  time  above 
twenty  killed.  Afking  our  guides  the  reafon  of  thefe  animals  not  being 
alarmed  at  the  approach  of  men,  we  found  that  it  was  owing  to  a  fuper- 
flition  of  the  people,  who  confidered  them  to  be  divinities,  as  they  faid 
that  their  gods  appeared  to  them  in  their  forms;  and  alfo  that  their  idols 
had  commanded  that  they  fhould  be  neither  killed  nor  frightened.  The 
heat  of  the  weather  was  now  fo  great,  that  a  relation  of  the  general's, 
named  Palacios  Rubios,  lofl  his  horfe  by  purfuing  the  game.  Purfu- 
ing  our  journey  by  villages  where  war  had  left  its  deflrucflive  marks, 
we  met  fome  Indians  on  their  return  from  hunting.  They  had  with 
them  a  huge  lion  which  they  had  jufl  killed,  and  fome  iguanas,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  fmall  ferpent,  very  good  to  eat.  They  led  us  to  their  town,  be- 
ing obliged  to  wade  up  to  our  middies  in  a  lake  of  frefh  water  with 
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which  it  was  furrounded.  In  this  town  was  i  large  pond  of  frefli  water, 
which  was  quite  full  of  fiflies,  refembling  what  we  call  in  Europe  the 
fhad  fifh,  but  enormoufly  large,  with  prickles  on  their  backs.  We 
procured  fome  nets,  and  took  above  a  thoufand,  which  afforded  us  a 
plentiful  meal.  We  alfo  procured  here  five  Indians,  who  on  our  enqui- 
ry by  defcription  for  our  countrymen,  readily  undertook  to  guide  us  to 
their  fettlement,  for  they  at  firfl  thought  that  we  came  to  put  them  to 
death,  and  were  happy  to  find  that  they  were  likely  to  be  rid  of  us  on 
fuch  eafy  terms. 

We  proceeded  towards  a  place  named  Tayafal,  fituated  on  an  ifland, 
the  white  temples,  turrets,  and  houfes  of  which,  gliflened  from  a  diflance. 
It  was  the  chief  town  of  a  dillricft.  As  the  road  grew  very  narrow  we 
thought  it  befl  to  halt  for  the  night,  four  companies  of  foldiers  being 
detached  to  the  fhore,  to  fearch  for  a  pafifagc.  Luckily  they  took  two 
canoes,  in  which  were  ten  men  and  two  women  who  were  conveying 
fait  and  maize.  Being  brought  to  Cortes  and  queftioned,  they  faid, 
that  they  belonged  to  the  town  before  us,  which  was  diiflant  about  four 
leagues.  Cortes  detained  one  canoe  and  fome  of  the  people,  particular- 
ly the  women,  and  fent  the  others  with  two  Spaniards  to  the  chief,  to 
demand  from  him  canoes  to  crofs  the  water.  Our  whole  party  then  fet 
out  towards  the  river,  and  arriving  there,  we  found  the  cacique  waiting 
for  us.  He  invited  the  general  to  his  town,  and  Cortes  embarked  with 
thirty  crofsbow-men,  and  arriving  there,  was  prefented  with  fome  tri- 
fles of  gold  much  alloyed,  and  a  few  mantles.  They  here  informed 
him  that  they  knew  of  Spaniards  being  at  two  different  places,  one  of 
which  it  feems  was  Nito,  the  other  San  Gil  de  Buena  Vifta.  He  alfo 
learned  that  many  more  were  at  Naco,  which  is  up  the  country,  and 
diftant  ten  days  journey  from  Nito,  which  lafl  mentioned  place  lies  on 
the  northern  coafl.  The  general  on  hearing  this  obferved  to  us,  that 
probably  De  Oli  had  divided  his  force,  for  as  yet  we  knew  nothing  of 
-Gil  Gonzalez  de  Avila. 

Our  whole  body  having  crofTed  the  river,  we  halted  at  the  diflance 
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of  two  leagues  from  it,  to  wait  the  return  of  Cortes.  Here  a  Negto^ 
two  Indians,  and  three  Spanifh  foldiers  defertedj  the  latter  preferring  the 
taking  their  chance  among  enemies,  to  the  repetition  of  the  fatigues 
they  had  gone  through.  This  day  I  was  fun  ftruck  and  fell  ill  of  a 
calenture.  The  weather  alfo  at  this  time  changed,  and  for  three  days 
and  nights  it  never  ceafed  raining;  but  we  were  obliged  to  continue  our 
journey  under  it,  from  the  apprehenfion  that  our  provifions  jfhould  fall 
(hort.  After  two  days  march  we  came  to  a  ridge  of  rocks,  the  ftones 
whereof  cut  like  knives ;  we  fcnt  foldiers  a  lcague*s  diftance  on  each  fide 
to  fearch  for  fome  other  road,  but  to  no  effed:.  Our  horfes  fell  here  at 
every  ftep,  and  cut  themfelves  to  pieces,  and  the  farther  we  proceeded 
on  the  defcent,  the  worfe  it  was.  We  left  eight  horfes  dead  upon  the 
fpot,  and  moil  of  the  reft  wej^  fo  wounded  as  not  to  be  able  to  keep 
up  with  us.  Araongft  others  who  received  hurts  the  generars  relation 
Palacios  Rubios  broke  his  leg  by  a  fall.  We  called  this  place  La  Sierra 
de  los  Pedernales-  When  we  had  gotten  over  it  we  did  not  fail  to  re- 
turn thanks  to  God  for  his  mercy  in  extricating  us  from  that  difficulty. 
We  then  advanced  chearfully  towards  a  town  named  Taica,  which  lay 
before  us,  and  where  we  hoped  to  find  a  fufficiency  of  every  thing;  but 
we  were  fuddenly  and  unexpe<51:edly  flopped  by  an  enormous  torrent, 
which,  being  fwelled  by  the  heavy  rains,  came  tumbling  between  great 
precipices  with  a  noife  which  could  be  heard  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  halt  for  three  complete  days,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  bridge  from  one  precipice  to  the  other,  and  when  at  the 
end  of  the  third  day  we  began  to  pafs  oVer,  we  found  that  the  people 
on  the  other  fide  had  taken  advantage  of  our  delay,  to  remove  them- 
felves and  all  their  provifions  out  of  our  reach. 

When  we  learned  that  after  all  our  fatigues  hunger  was  to-  be  our 
portion,  we  feemed  as  it  were  thunder  ftruck.  I  own  I  never  in  my 
life  felt  my  heart  fo  depreffed  as  when  I  found  nothing  to  be  had  for 
myfelf  or  my  people;  and  this  too  on  the  eve  of  our  Lord's  refurredion ! 
a  pretty  feflival  we  had  of  it  truly !  Cortes,  after  fending  out  his  fer- 
vants  every  where,  procured  about  a  bufhel  of  maiz.     When  he  faw 
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the  diftrcfs  which  we  were  in,  he  called  together  the  colonics  of  Gua- 
cacualco,  as  the  flower  of  his  army,  and  carneftly  folicited  us  to  do  our 
utmoft  to  procure  fome  nccefFaries.  Pedro  de  Ircio  who  was  prefent 
afked  to  be  appointed  to  the  command,  to  which  Cortes  aflented;  but 
I,  who  knew  that  De  Ircio  was  more  of  a  talking,  than  a  marching 
foldier,  and  that  he  would  lag  by  the  way  and  retard  us,  whifpered  Cor- 
tes and  Sandoval  to  prevent  his  going,  for  he  being  duck  legged,  could 
not  get  through  the  deep  ground  and  mire  like  us,  and  would  be  obli- 
ged to  fit  down.  Cortes  therefore  ordered  him  to  flay,  and  five  of  us 
fetting  out  together,  with  two  guides,  and  crofling  rivers  and  m^rflies, 
came  to  fome  Indian  houfes  where  we  found  provifions  in  plenty.  Here 
we  alfo  took  fome  prifoners,  and  with  their  fruit,  fowls,  and  corn,  we 
celebrated  the  feaft  of  the  refurredlion  heartily.  On  the  fame  night  ar- 
rived a  thoufand  Mexicans,  whom  Cortes  had  ordered  to  follow  us. 
We  joyfully  loaded  them  with  all  the  corn  that  we  could  procure,  and 
twenty  fowls  for  Cortes  and  Sandoval,  and  there  ftill  remained  fome 
€orn  in  the  town  which  we  flaid  to  guard.  On  the  next  day  we  advan- 
ced to  other  villages,  where  we  found  fuch  a  plenty  of  corn  that  we 
wrote  a  billet  to  Cortes,  with  ink  which  we  made,  and  on  a  piece  of  a 
drum  head,  defiring  him  to  fend  all  the  Indians  that  he  could,  to  carry 
it  to  our  people. 

Thirty  foldicrs  and  about  five  hundred  Indians  in  a  fliort  time  ar- 
rived, and  thus,  thanks  to  God,  we  were  amply  provided  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  five  days,  during  which  wc  flaid  at  Taica.  I  muft 
obferve,  that  the  bridges  which  we  conflrud:ed  on  this  march,  remained 
perfedily  good  for  many  years,  and  that  the  Spaniards,  when  they  paf- 
fed  them  ufed  to  fay,  *'thefe  are  the  bridges  of  Cortes,"  as  formerly  it 
ufed  to  be  faid,  *'here  are  the  pillars  of  Hercules."  We  continued  our 
march  for  two  days,  to  a  place  named  Tania,  through  a  country  inter- 
fe(5led  with  rivers  and  rivulets,  and  where  all  the  towns  were  abandoned; 
and  during  the  night,  our  guides,  being  intrufted  to  the  care  of  fome 
of  the  newly  arrived  Spaniards  who  I  fuppofe  flept  upon  their  pofls, 
made  their  efcape.    Thus  we  were  left  in  a  difficult  country,  and  not 

knowing 
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knowing  which  way  to  turn.  In  addition  to  this,  it  rained  moft  hea- 
vily. Cortes  was  out  of  humour  and  faid,  Pedro  de  Ircio  and  many 
more  being  by,  that  he  wifhcd  others  befides  the  fcttlers  of  Guacacual- 
CO  would  beftir  themfelves,  and  do  fome  good,  in  fearching  for  guides. 
De  Ircio,  Marmolejo  a  perfon  of  quality,  and  Burgalcs  afterwards  regi- 
dor  of  Mexico,  each  offered  their  fervices,  and  baking  fix  foldiers  a 
piece,  were  out  three  days  in  fearch  of  Indians,  and  all  returned  with- 
out any  fuccefs,  having  met  with  nothing  but  rivers,  and  waters,  and 
obftru(5tions.  Cortes  was  in  defpair  at  this,  and  defircd  Sandoval  to 
apply  to  me,  aflking  as  a  favour  that  I  would  take  the  bufinefs  on  me. 
When  addreffed  in  this  manner  I  could  not  refufe,  though  very  ill ;  and 
taking  with  me  two  friends,  men  capable  of  enduring  hunger  and  thirfl:, 
we  fet  out  together,  and  following  a  ftream,  the  marks  of  boughs  be- 
ing cut  from  the  trees  painted  out  a  way  to  fome  houfes,  from  whence 
we  faw  corn  fields  and  houfes  with  people  about  them.  We  remained' 
concealed  until  we  fuppofed  the  people  to  be  afleep,  and  then,  taking 
the  inhabitants  by  furprife,  made  prifoners  three  men,  two  Indian  girls 
who  were  very  handfome,  and  an  old  woman.  They  had  a  few  fowls 
and  a  little  corn.  The  whole  of  our  capture  we  brought  to  our  quarters. 
Sandoval  was  overjoyed  at  our  arrival ;  *  *now,"  faid  he  to  Pedro  de  Ircio, 
in  the  prefence  of  Cortes,  *'  was  Del  Caftillo  right  when  he  infifted  on 
**  having  none  but  adiye  men  with  him,  and  not  to  take  people  who 
*•  hobble  along,  telling  their  old  ftories  of  the  adventures  that  happened  to 
,*  the  count  De  Urena,  and  his  fon  Don  Pedro  Giron."  Thefe  fiories  De 
Ircio  ufed  to  pefler  us  with,  over  and  over  again,  for  which  rcafon  all 
who  were  prefent  laughed  heartily  at  what  was  faid  by  Sandoval  who 
knew  that  De  Ircio  and  I  were  not  friends.  Cortes  returned  me  thanks, 
and  paid  me  many  compliments  upon  my  conduct,  but  I  will  drop  this 
fubje(ft,  for  what  is  praife  but  emptinefs  and  unprofitablenefs,  and 
what  advantage  is  it  to  me  that  people  in  Mexico  fhould  tell  what  we 
endured,  or  that  Cortes  (hould  fay  when  he  wanted  to  perfuade  me  to 
go  on  this  lafl  expedition,  that  next  to  God  it  was  me  on  whom  he 
placed  his  reliance  to  procure  guides. 
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From  the  |)rironcrs  whom  we  had  taken  we  learned,  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  defcend  the  river  for  two  days  journey,  to  a  place  of  above 
two  hundred  houfes  named  Oculiztli;  which  we  accordingly  did,  paf- 
fing  on  our  road  fome  large  buildings  where  the  travelling  merchants  of 
the  Indians  are  ufed  to  flop.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  day  we  arrived 
at  the  place  to  which  we  had  been  dire6!:ed,  where  we  found  plenty  of 
provifions.  We  alfo  found  in  one  of  the  temples  an  old  red  cap,  and  a 
fandal,  as  offerings  to  their  idols.  Some  of  our  foldiers  brought  to 
Cortes  two  old  men  and  four  women,  whom  they  took  in  the  maiz 
fields ;  Cortes  alked  them  what  diftance  the  Spanifh  fettlement  was  from 
this  place 5  to  which  they  replied  that  it  was  two  days  journey,  being 
clofe  by  the  fea  fide,  and  that  no  town  intervened.  Upon  this  Cortes 
ordered  Sandoval  immediately  to  fet  out  on  foot,  with  fix  foldiers,  and 
get  ddwn  to  the  coafl,  in  order  to  afcertain  what  number  of  men  De  Oli 
had  with  him,  for  as  yet  we  were  entirely  ignorant  of  all  that  had  hap- 
pened there,  and  Cortes  required  this  information  in  order  to  effe6l  what 
he  had  determined,  which  was,  to  fall  upon,  and  furprife  De  Oli  and 
his  troops  during  the  night. 

Sandoval  taking  three  guides  reached  the  fea  fide,  and  goin'g  north- 
wards, foon  perceived  a  canoe,  and  concealing  himfelf  where  he  expell- 
ed it  to  anchor  for  the  night,  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  poflefiion 
of  it,  and  upon  examination,  found  it  to  belong  to  Indian  merchants 
who  were  bringing  fait  to  Golfo  Dolce.  Sandoval  embarked  on  board 
this  canoe  with  a  part  of  his  foldiers,  and  -fending  the  reft  by  land,  he 
purfued  his  route  for  the  great  river.  As  fortune  would  have  it,  on  his 
voyage  he  fell  in  with  a  canoe  in  which  had  come  four  Spanifh  fettlers, 
who  were  fearching  for  fruit  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  being  in  great 
diflrefs  from  the  hoftilities  of  the  Indians,  and  the  ravages  made  by  dif- 
'  £afe.  Two  of  thefe  being  up  in  a  tree,  were  aftonifhed  at  the  fight  of 
Sandoval  and  the  refl,  and  reported  to  their  companions  what  they  had 
feen.  When  they  met,  Sandoval  was  informed  by  them  of  their  pre- 
ient  diftrels,  and  how  they  had  hanged  the  officer  left  there  by  Avila. 
Upon  this  he  determined  to  bring  them  to  Cortes,  which  having  decla- 
red 
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red,  a  foldier  named  Alonzo  Ortiz  obtained  from  him  permifTion  to  fet 
off  with  the  news,  in  order  to  get  a  reward.  He  accordingly  in  a  fhort 
time  reached  us,  and  by  his  inteUigence  rejoiced  us  all,  Cortes  pre* 
fented  him  with  an  excellent  horfe  named  Moor*s-head,  and  each  of  us 
gave  him  fomething  proportionate  to  our  abilities.  Sandoval  arrived  a 
Ihort  time  after,  and  informed  us  that  they  were  preparing  to  embark 
for  the  liland  of  Cuba,  and  how  they  had  hanged  .their  commanding 
officer,  for  oppoling  them  and  alfo  becaufe  he  had  hanged  a  turbulent 
priefts  as  alfo  that  they  had  elecftcd'  one  Anthonio  Niote  in  his 
place. 

Cortes  ilTued  an  order  to  march  immediately  for  the  fea  coaft, 
which  was  diftant  fix  leagues,  and  we  had  an  inlet  of  the  fea  to  pafs. 
We  were  therefore  obliged  to  wait  till  low  water,  and  then  crofs  it, 
wading  and  fwimming.  Cortes  pufhed  forwards  with  his  attendants, 
and  crofTed  the  river  in  the  two  canoes,  fwimming  the  horfes  by  the  fide 
of  them;  but  he  found  it  fo  dangerous  from  the  violence  of  the  current, 
that  he  fent  word  to  us  not  to  attempt  to  follow  him  until  farther 
orders* 

The  place  where  Avila's  fettlers  now  were,  was  about  two  leagues 
diftant  from  where  Cortes  landed.  They  were  greatly  furprifed  at  the 
appearance  of,  Europeans,  and  more  fo  when  they  found  that  it  was  the 
general  fo  renowned  through  all  thefe  countries,  Cortes  received  their 
congratulations  in  the  moft  gracious  manner,  and  defired  them  to  bring 
together  what  canoes  they  could  colle<5t,  as  alfo  the  boats  belonging  to 
their  (hips,  and  to  provide  bread  for  the  ufe  of  his  people.  Of  this  laft 
article  only  fifty  pounds  could  be  procured,  for  they  lived  almoft  entire- 
ly on  fapotes,  vegetables,  and  what  fifh  they  caught.  We  were  four 
days  pafiRng  the  river,  with  the  greateft  danger.  One  foldier  with  his 
horfe  went  to  the  bottom,  and  never  appeared  afterwards »  Two  other 
horfes  were  alfo  loft;  one  of  them  belonged  to  a  foldier  named  Cafquete, 
who  heartily  curfed  Cortes  and  his  expedition,  for  the  ill  fortune  he  had 
brought  upon  him* 

The 
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The  general  trufted  the  care  of  the  embarkation  to  Sandoval.  One 
Saavedra,  prefuming  upon  his  rclationfliip  with  Cortes,  would  not  pay 
refpecfl  to  the  captain*s  orders,  and  endeavouring  to  force  his  paffagc, 
laid  his  hand  to  his  poniard  with  difrefpediful  expreflions  to  Sandoval. 
The  latter  made  few  words,  but  feizing  him  inftantly,  threw  him  into 
the  water;  where  he  was  nearly  drowned.  Our  fuffering  at  this  time 
from  hunger  was  beyond  my  cxpreilion.  For  thefe  four  days  we  had 
literally  nothing  but  the  few  nuts  that  we  could  gather,  and  fome  wild 
fruits;  and  when  we  arrived  on  the  other  fide  our  condition  was  not 
bettered. 

We  found  this  colony  to  confifl  of  forty  men  and  fix  women,  all 
yellow  and  fickly,  and  without  any  thing  to  eat.  Of  courfe  we  were 
anxious  for  the  moment  of  fetting  out  in  order  to  fearch  the  country  for 
proviiions.  About  eighty  of  us  went  on  foot,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Luis  Marin,,  to  a  town  at  the  diflance  of  eight  leagues,  where 
we  found  provifions  of  all  kinds,  cocoa  in  the  greateft  quantity,  and 
plenty  of  corn,  and  vegetables.  This  place  was  exactly  on  the  route  of 
Naco,  whither  it  was  the  intention  of  Cortes  to  go.  On  receiving  our 
intelligence,  he  difpatched  Sandoval  with  the  principal  part  of  his  troops 
to  join  us.  We  fent  a  plentiful  fupply  of  maiz  to  our  wretched  colo- 
nics, who  having  been  fo  long  llarving,  eat  to  fuch  an  excefs  that  fe- 
ven  of  them  died  immediately.  At  this  time  alfo  a  velTel  arrived  there,; 
with  feven  horfes,  forty  hogs,  eight  pipes  of  faltcd  meat,  bifcuit,  and 
fifteen  palTengers,  adventurers  from  the  Ifland  of  Cuba.  All  the  pro- 
vifions Cortes  bought  immediately,  and  diflributed  them  amongfl  the 
colonifls,  with  an  equally  fatal  refult.  They  eat  of  the  faked  meat  to 
fnch  an  excefs  that  it  gave  them  diarrheas,  which  in  a  very  few  days 
carried  off  fourteen. 

Cortes  now  determined  to  examine  this  great  river,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  fitted  out  one  of  the  brigantines.of  Avila  which  had  beenftrand- 
ed,  and  with  this  vefTel,  a  boat,  and  four  double  canoes,  in  which  he 
embarked  thirty  foldiers,  with  eight  failors  of  the  vefTel  which  lately 
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arrived,  he  proceeded  up  the  river  to  a  fpacious  lake  with  good  anchor- 
age, v^hich  extended  to  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues,  and  the  whole  of 
the  adjacent  country  was  liable  to  be  inundated.  Proceeding  higher  he 
found  the  current  more  ftrong,  and  at  length  cafne  to  fome  (hallows 
which  his  veflels  could  not  pafs  j  he  accordingly  difembarked,  and  pro- 
ceeding by  a  narrow  road,  pafTed  through  different  villages.  In  the 
firft  he  took  fome  natives  to  ferve  as  guides,  and  in  the  fecond  he  found 
plenty  of  corn,  and  fowls,  amongft  which  were  pheafaiits,  pidgeons, 
and  partridges.  Thefe  laft  I  have  frequently  obferved  domeflicated 
among  the  Indians.  Purfiiing  his  route,  he  came  near  a  large  town 
named  Cinacan  Tencintle,  fituated  amongfl  fine  cocoa  plantations,  and 
in  which  he  heard  the  found  of  mufic,  the  Indians  being  engaged  in 
a  drunken  feftival.  Cortes  waited  until  a  fit  opportunity,  concealed  in 
a  wood,  and  then  fuddenly  rufhing  out,  made  ten  men  and  fifteen  wo- 
men prifoners.  The  refl  attacked  him  with  arrows  and  darts,  but  our 
people  clofed  with  them  and  cut  to  pieces  eight  of  their  chiefs.  When 
the  natives  found  that  the  afiair  was  going  againfl:  them  they  thought 
it  high  time  to  fubmitj  and  accordingly  four  old  men,  two  of  whom 
were  priefts,  came,  apparently  very  much  tamed,  to  petition  Cortes  for 
the  prifoners,  and  brought  with  them  a  few  trifles  of  gold.  Cortes  pro- 
mifedto  deliver  his  prifoners  on  receiving  a  good  fupply  of  provifions 
which  they  affured  him  of,  and  he  pointed  out  to  them  w^here  the  (hips 
ky.  It  appears  that  a  mifunderftanding  afterwards  happened  between 
Cortes  and  the  natives,  relative  to  the  delivery  of  his  captives,  he  wilh- 
ing  to.  retain  three  women,  to  make  bread.  They  in  confequence  pro- 
ceeded to  hoftilities  again;  Cortes  received  a  wound  in  the  face,  twelve 
alfo  of  his  foldiers  were  wounded,,  and  a  boat  deflroyed.  He  then  re- 
turned after  an  abfence  af  twenty  fix  days,  fuffering  dreadfully  by  the 
mofquitos.  He  wrote  to  Sandoval  giving  him  an  account  of  all  that 
had  occurred  at  Cinacan,,  which,  is  diftant.  from.  Guatimala  feventy 
leagues,,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Naco;  Cortes  himfelf  intending 
tQeflab]i(h  afettlement  at  the  place  which  was  named- Puerto  de  Cavallos, 
for  which  purpofe  he  defired  ten  of  the  veterans  of  Guacacualco  withr* 
out  whofe  afiTiflance  nothing  was  condu<5ted  properly. 

Cortes 
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Cortes  taking  with  him  all  the  Spaniards  that  remained  at  St.  Gil 
de  Buena  Vifta,  embarked  in  two  (hips,  and  after  eight  days  fail  arrived 
at  Puerto  de  Cavallos,  in  order  to  plant  a  colony  there,  the  fituation  be- 
ing anfwerable,  and  the  harbour  good.  He  appointed  Diego  de  Godoy 
commandant  of  this  fettlement,  which  he  named  Natividad.  Hfe 
thought  that  by  this  time  Sandoval  had  arrived  at  Naco  which  was  noft 
far  diftant,  and  wrote  to  him  there,  defiring  ten  of  the  foldiers  of  Gua- 
cacualco  to  reinforce  him,  as  he  intended  to  proceed  to  the  bay  of  Hon- 
duras. This  letter  reached  us  in  the  quarters  which  I  laft  mentioned, 
for  we  had  not  arrived  at  Naco.  I  will  fay  no  more  of  the  proceedings 
of  Cortes,  nor  how  the  flies  bit  him  day  and  night,  and  prevented  his 
reft,  fo  that  as  w^e  afterwards  heard  he  had  like  to  have  died  or  loft  his 
fenfes,  from  want  of  fleep. 

Sandoval  on  receiving  the  general's  letter  prefTed  forwards  towards 
Naco,  but  was  obliged  to  halt  at  a  place  called  Cuyocan,  in  order  to 
bring  up  his  ftragglers  who  had  quitted  him  in  fearch  of  provifions. 
We  had  alfo  a  river  to  pafs,  and  the  natives  all  round  were  hoftile.  As 
our  line  of  march  was  fo  very  long  by  the  number  of  invalids  who 
came  ftraggling  after  us,  efpecially  of  the  Mexicans,  it  became  neceffary 
to  eftablifh  a  poft  at  the  ferry  on  this  river,  for  which  purpofe  Sandoval 
left  me  with  the  command  of  eight  men. 

One  night  a  body  of  the  natives  fell  upon  us,  but  we  were  prepa- 
red for  them.  They  fet  fire  to  the  houfe  in  which  we  were,  and  thought 
to  have  brought  off  our  canoe;  but  wc,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  few 
Mexicans,  beat  them  off  for  that  tinle,  and  knowing  that  there  were 
fome  invalids  lodged  upon  the  road  behind  us,  we  on  the  next  day 
brought  them  over  and  all  together  fet  out  to  join  Sandoval.  One  man 
died  upon  the  road;  he  was  a  Genoefe,  had  been  fome  time  ill,  and  at 
length  funk  under  poverty  of  diet.  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  body  be- 
hind, for  which  Sandoval  blamed  me  when  I  made  my  report.  I  told 
him  We  had  two  invalids  on  each  horfe,  and  my  companion  Bartholome 
de  Villa  Nueva  haughtily  faid,  that  it  Was  difficult  enough  for  us  to 
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bring  ourfelves,  without  carry ing^  dead  men.  Sandoyal  immediately 
ordered  me  and  Villanueva  to  return  and  bury  him,  which  we  accord- 
ingly did,  and  placed  a  crofs  over  the  grave.  We  found  in  his  pocket 
a  purfe  containing  a  quantity  of  dice,  and  a  memorandum  of  his  fami- 
ly and  effeds  in  Tenerifte.     Reft  his  foul !  Amen. 

In  about  two  days  we  arrived  at  Naco,  having  pafTed  a  place  where 
mines  have  been  fmce  difcovered,  and  alfo  a  town  named  Quiniftan. 
On  arriving  at  Naco  we  found  it  to  be  a  good  town,  but  it  was  aband- 
oned by  its  inhabitants ;  however  we  obtained  plenty  of  provifions  and 
fait  which  we  much  wanted.  We  took  our  quarters  in  fome  very  large 
quadrangles,  the  fame  place  where  De  Oli  had  been  executed,  and  fixed 
ourfelves  as  if  we  had  been  to  remain  here  for  ever.  In  this  place  is  the 
fineft  water  that  we  had  met  with  in  New  Spain,  as  alfo  a  tree,  which 
at  the  time  of  the  fiefta,  let  the  heat  of  the  fun.be  as  great  as  it  will, 
has  a  delightful  refrefhing  coolnefs  in  its  (hade,  and  there  feems  to  de- 
fcend  from  it  a  kind  of  dew,  of  the  moft  delicate  nature,  which  is  good 
for  the  head.  The  place  is  well  fituated,  the  neighbourhood  fertile  and 
producing  both  the  red  and  the  fmall  fapote,  and  it  was  at  that  time 
populous. 

Sandoval  having  obtained  pofleflion  of  three  of  the  principal  na- 
tives of  the  diftrid:,  treated  them  kindly,  and  we  continued  in  peaceable 
terms  with  them,  but  the  inhabitants  could  not  be  induced  to  return  to 
the  town.  It  was  now  time  to  fend  the  reinforcement  Cortes  had  requi- 
red, of  ten  Spanifh  fettlers  of  Guacacualco.  I  was  an  invalid  and  una- 
ble to  go,  and  Sandoval  wifhed  to  keep  me  with  him ;  eight  valiant 
foldiers  were  however  fent,  who  fet  out  heartily  curfing  Cortes  and  his 
expedition  at  every  ftep.  They  had  fome  reafon,  for  they  did  not  know 
the  Icaft  of  the  ftate  of  the  country  through  which  they  were  to  go. 
Sandoval  took  the  precaution  of  fending  five  principal  perfons  of  the  na- 
tives with  them,  and  gave  it  to  be  underflood  that  if  any  injury  was 
done  to  them  the  country  fliould  be  feverely  punifhed.  They  arrived  at 
the  place  where  Cortes  was,  in  fafety,  and  he  immediately  embarked 
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for  Truxillo,  leaving  Godoy  in  the  command  at  Puerto  de  Cavallos, 
with  forty  Spaniards,  which  was  all  that  remained  of  the  fettlers  who 
came  with  Avila,  and  thofe  newly  arrived  from  the  Ifland  of  Cuba. 

For  fome  time  Godoy  maintained  himfelf  in  the  neighbouring 
country,  but  as  his  men  were  continually  dropping  off  by  difeafe,  the 
Indians  began  to  defpife  and  neglecft  them,  and  in  a  fliort  time  they  loil 
by  ficknefs  and  famine  above  half  their  number,  and  three  of  them  de- 
fertcd  and  joined  Sandoval.  Such  was  the  refult  of  the  colonization  of 
Puerto  de  Cavallos.  Sandoval,  by  different  expeditions  tp  the  neigh- 
bouring diftridts,  named  Cirimongo,  Acalaco,  Quizmitan,  and  four 
others,  and  by  judicious  meafurcs,  brought  the  whole  of  the  country 
to  peace  and  fubjedlion,  all  around  Naco,  and  as  far  as  Godoy's  ict- 
tlement. 

After  fix  days  fail  Cortes  arrived  at  the  port  of  Truxillo.  This 
place  had  been  colonized  by  Francifco  de  las  Cafas,  but  there  were  alfo 
amongft  them  many  of  the  mutineers  who  had  ferved  under  De  Oli, 
and  who  had  been  banifhed  from  Panuco.  All  thefe,  confcious  of  their 
guilt,  waited  on  Cortes  upon  his  arrival,  to  fupplicate  his  pardon  for 
their  offences.  This  Cortes  granted  them;  he  alfo  continued  thofe  who 
had  been  appointed  to  offices,  and  put  at  the  head  of  all  thofe  provinces 
as  captain  general,  his  relation  Saavedra.  Cortes  having  now  fummon-» 
ed  the  chiefs  and  priefts  of  the  Indians,  made  an  harangue  to  them, 
wherein  he  told  them  of  the  objecSt  of  his  coming  thither,  which 
was,  to  induce  them  to  quit  the  unnatural  and  cruel  pratStices  of  their 
falfe  religion,  and  to  embrace  the  true  one.  He  alfo  dwelt  upon  the 
power  and  dignity  of  his  Majeily  the  Emperor  Don  Carlos,  to  whom 
he  required  their  fubmiffion.  This  together  with  the  holy  exhortations 
of  our  reverend  fathers  being  explained  to  thefe  people  they  readily  pro- 
mifed  to  obey  him,  in  becoming  his  Majefly*s  valTals;  whereupon 
Cortes  fignified  to  them,  that  they  fhould  provide  the  fettlement  with 
ail  articles  of  food,  efpecially  fifh,  of  which  there  was  a  great  plenty 
in. the  fea  about  the  Iflands  of  Los  Guanajes,  and  alfo  he  defired  them 

to 


(    419     ) 

to  fend  labourers  to  clear  the  woods  in  front  of  the  town,  and 
open  the  view  to  the  fea.  All  this  being  readily  undertaken  by  them, 
Cortes  ordered  a  number  of  fows  in  young  to  be  turned  out  on  tbeffc 
iflands,  to  flock  them,  which  they  did  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years.  The  reverend  fathers  Francifcans  alfo  preached  to  the  Indians 
many  holy  things  very  edifying  to  hear.  The  natives  applied  them- 
felves  to  labour  fo  earneftly,  that  in  two  days  they  cleared  the  woods 
towards  the  fea,  and  built  fifteen  houfes  one  of  which  was  /or  Cortes, 
and  a  very  good  habitation.  The  renown  of  our  general  made  him 
feared  through  all  thefe  diflrids,  as  far  as  Olancho  where  are  the  rich 
mines  j  the  Indians  called  him  the  captain  Hue- hue  of  Marina,  that  is 
the  old  captain  who  brings  Donna  Marina,  and  his  prefence  reduced  the 
whole  country  to  fubmiflion,  two  or  three  diflrids  in  the  mountains 
only  holding  out.  Againfl:  thefe,  the  names  of  which  were  given  to 
him  by  the  chief  of  Papayeca,  then  a  populous  diftridl  but  now  almofl 
uninhabited,  he  fent  Captain  Saavedra  with  a  party  of  foldiers  who 
brought  mofl  of  them  under  fubje(5tion,  the  only  one  that  held  out  be- 
ing that  people  named  the  Acaltccans. 

As  many  of  the  fuite  of  Cortes  began  now  to  fall  fick  from  the  ef-, 
fecSts  of  the  climate,  he  fent  them  on  board  a  vefTel  to  St.  Domingo  or 
Cuba,  and  by  this  opportunity  he  alfo  fent  letters  to  the  reverend  fathers 
of  the  order  of  St.  Jerome,  and  the  court  of  royal  audience,  informing 
them  of  all  the  events  that  had  happened ;  of  his  refigning  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  into  the  hands  of  deputies,  to  proceed  againfl 
De  Oli  in  perfon,  and  alfo  of  his  future  intentions.  He  requefted  from 
them  a  reinforcement  of  foldiers,  and,  to  attach  credit  to  his  report, 
he  fent  a  valuable  prefent.  of  gold,  taken  in  reality  from  his  fide 
board,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  fhould  appear  to  them  the  produce 
of  this  fettlcment.  This  bufinefs  he  entrufled  to  a  relation  named  Ava- 
los,  with  orders,  on  his  way,  to  take  up  twenty  five  foldiers,  who,  he 
had  received  intelligence,  were  left  in  the  Ifland  of  Cozumel,  to  kid- 
nap Indians.  This  vefTel  was  wrecked  about  feventy  leagues  from  the 
Havannahj  the  Captain,  Avalos,  and  many  palTengers  perifhed,   and 
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thofe  few  whof  efcapcd,  amongfl  whom  was  the  licentiate  Pedro  Lopez, 
were  the  firfl  who  brought  to  the  iflands  intelHgence  of  the  exiftence  of 
CojTtes  and  his  army,  for  it  had  been  hitherto  univerfally  believed  that 
we  had  all  periflied.  As  foon  as  it  was  known  where  Cortes  then  was, 
two  old  fhips  were  freighted  with  horfes  and  colts,  and  fent  out  to  us. 
Except  thefe,  and  one  pipe  of  wine,  all  the  reft  of  the  cargo  confifted 
of  fhirts,  caps,  and  ufelefs  trumpery  of  various  kinds. 

Some  Indians  of  the  iflands  called  the  Guanajes,  which  are  about 
the  diftance  of  eight  leagues  from  Truxillo,  came  at  this  time  to  com- 
plain to  Cortes,  that  it  had  been  a  pra(5tice  of  the  Spaniards  to  come  to 
their  iflands,  and  kidnap  the  natives  and  their  maceguales,  or  flaves, 
and  that  a  vefTel  was  now  there,  as  fuppofed  for  that  purpofe.  Cortes 
on  hearing  this  ordered  out  one  of  his  fhips,  which  came  in  view  of  the 
vefTel,  but  fhe  immediately  hoifted  fail,  and  made  her  cfcape.  It  after- 
wards appeared  that  the  commander  of  her  was  the  bachelor  Moreno, 
w^ho  had  been  fent  on  bufinefs  to  Nombre  de  Dios,  by  the  royal  court 
of  audience  of  St.  Domingo. 

Whilft  Sandoval  remained  at  Naco,  the  chiefs  of  two  diftrids  in 
that  vicinity  named  Quecufpan,  and  Tanchinalchapa,  came  to  him  to 
complain  of  a  party  of  Spaniards  who  maltreated  their  people,  robbing 
them,  and  putting  them  in  chains,  and  who  were  now  at  the  diftance 
of  about  one  day's  march  from  his  poft.  He  accordingly  fet  out  againft 
them  with  feventy  men,  and  arrived  at  the  place  where  thefe  people 
were,  perfectly  at  their  eafe,  and  not  expeding  any  attack.  They  were 
furprifed  at  feeing  us,  and  ran  to  their  arms;  but  we  foon  feized  the 
captain  and  feveral  more,  thus  getting  the  better  of  them  without  any 
blood  being  drawn  on  either  fide.  Sandoval  cenfured  ehem  in  very  ftrong 
terms  for  their  mifcondud:,  and  ordered  thofe  Indians  whom  they  had 
made  prifoners  to  be  immediately  releafed.  The  captain  of  this  parly 
was  one  Pedro  de  Garro;  he  and  his  men  were  marched  prifoner^to  our 
jfettlement.  From  the  manner  in  which  they  were  mounted  and  attended, 
they  feemcd  to  be  lords,  in  comparifon  of  us  who  were  dirt)  and  worn 
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down  with  fervice.  Several  of  them  were  perfons  of  quality  or  gen- 
tlemen, and  after  they  had  repofed  a  day  amongft  us  they  grew  per- 
fedtly  contented. 

The  reafon  of  their  being  in  thcfe  countries  is  as  follows.  Pedro 
Arias  de  Avila,  who  had  the  government  of  Tierra  Firma,  fent  a  cap- 
tain named  Francifco  Hernandez  to  make  conquefts  in  the  province  of 
Nicaragua  and  Leon.  This  he  did,  reducing  the  natives  to  obedience,, 
and  eflablifhing  a  colony  there.  When  Hernandez  found  himfelf  ad- 
vantageoufly  fettled,  he  determined  to  throw  off  his  dependency  upon 
Pedro  Arias,  to  which  I  believe  he  was  incited  by  the  bachelor  Moreno, 
and  the  reafon  of  it  to  the  heft  of  my  judgment  was  this..  Arias  had 
beheaded  V.  N.  de  Balboa,  who  married  his  daughter  Donna,  Ifabella 
Arias  de  Penofa.  This  atrocious  ftretch  of  power  he  committed 
moft  unwarrantably,  and  it  was  on,  this  occafion  that  the  bachelor 
Moreno  had  been  fent  hither  by  the  royal  court  of  audience.  The 
bachelor  meeting  with.  Hernandez,  advifed  him  to,  renounce  his  con- 
nexion with  Pedro  Arias,  who  had  condudled  himfelf  fo  badly,  and  to. 
cjftablifli  a  diftindt  government  in  that  province,  immediately  under  his 
Majefty;  and  Hernandez  taking  his  counfel,  fent  this  party  to  make 
their  way  to  the  north  coafl,  thereby  to  open  a  communication  with 
the  mother  country.. 

All  this  being  explained  to  Sandoval,  was  by  him  communicated. 
to  Cortes,  in  expectation  of  his  Supporting  the  views  of  Hernandez,  by 
Captain  Luis  Marin,  whom  I  attended  upon  this  occafion.  Our  whole 
party  confifled  of  ten  foldiers,  and  a.  mofl  defpcrate  journey  it  was. 
the  Indians  .were  hoflile  and  attacked  us  with  large  heavy  lances,  wound-» 
ing  two  of  our  foldiers.  The  rivers  which  we  crofTed  were  fwollen  and 
rapid,  and  fo  frequent,  that  in  one  day  we  paiTed  three  of  them;  one 
river  named  Xagua,  ten  leagues  from  Triumpho  de  la  Cruz,  detained 
us  for  two  days,  and  the  inlets  and  lagoons  were  infelled  by  alligators. 
By  the  fide  of  the  river  Xagua  we  found  the  fkeletons  of  feven  horfes;, 
they  had  belonged  to  De  Oli's  troops,  and  died  from  eating  poifonous 
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herbs.  Faffing  El  Triumpho  de  la  Cruz,  and  a  place  named  Quemara, 
at  length  we  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Truxillo  about  the  hour 
of  vefpers,  and  faw  five  cavaliers  riding  along  the  coaft.  Thefe  were, 
Cortes  and  four  of  his  friends,  who  were  taking  exercife.  When  he 
recognifed  us,  after  the  firft  furprife  at  the  unexpected  meeting,  he  dif- 
mounted  from  his  horfe,  and  running  up,  embraced  us  all  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  fo  overjoyed  was  he  to  fee  us.  It  made  me  melancholy  to 
find  him  fo  weak  and  reduced.  Diftrefs  and  difeafe  had  worn  him 
down;  indeed  he  expeded  death,  and  had  gotten  a  Francifcan  habit 
made  to  be  buried  in.  He  had  not  at  this  time  received  any  intelligence 
from  Mexico  fince  he  quitted  that  city.  He  walked  into  the  town  with 
us,  and  we  fupped  with  him,  wretchedly  enough.  I  had  not  my  fill 
even  of  bread  or  bifcuit.  When  he  had  read  over  the  letters  relative  to 
the  bufincfs  of  Hernandez,  he  promifed  that  he  would  do  all  he  could 
to  fupport  him.  The  veffels  from  St.  Domingo  had  arrived  here  three 
days  before  us.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  except  the  horfes  and 
one  pipe  of  wine,  their  cargoes  were  nothing  but  frippery;  it  would 
have  been  much  better  that  they  had  not  come,  fince  it  induced  us  all 
to  run  ourfelves  in  debt  buying  their  ufelefs  trafh. 

While  we  were  relating  to  Cortes  the  hardships  we  had  fuftained 
during  our  late  journey,  a  (hip  was  defcried  at  a  diilance,  making  for 
pur  port.  This  veflel  failed  from  the  Havannah,  with  letters  for  the 
general  from  the  licentiate  Zuazo,  alcalde  major  of  Mexico.  The  hi- 
dalgo who  was  captain  of  the  veffel  came  diredily  to  kifs  the  hands  of 
Cortes,  and  prefented  his  letters,  the  fubftance  of  which  the  reader  (hall 
be  informed  of.  As  foon  as  Cortes  read  them  he  was  overwhelmed  with 
ibrrow  and  diftrefs.  He  retired  to  his  private  apartment,  where  we 
could  hear  that  he  was  fufFering  under  the  greateft  agitation.  He  did 
BOt  ftir  out  for  an  entire  day;  at  night  he  confefTed  and  ordered  a  mafs 
for  the  enfuing  morning,  after  which  he  called  us  together,  and  read  to 
us  the  intelligence  he  had  received,  and  whereby  we  learned,  that  it 
had  been  univerfally  reported  and  believed  in  New  Spain  that  we  were 
all  dead,  and  our  properties  had  in  confequence  been  fold  by  public 
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au<5lIon.  From  his  father  in  Caftille  he  was  informed,  of  the  death  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  that  Albornoz  had  been  laborioufly  undermining 
us  at  cCAirt,  and  alfo  of  what  I  have  before  related,  in  regard  to  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  orders  to  the  admiral,  and  the  interference  of  the  duke  of  Bejar; 
alfo  that  Narvaez  had  been  appointed  to  the  government  of  the  river 
Palmas,  and  that  the  government  of  Panuco  had  been  given  to  one  Nu- 
no  de  Guzman. 

In  regard  to  the  afiairs  of  New  Spain  thefe  letters  further  added* 
that  in  confequence  of  the  powers  which  Cortes  had  given  to  the  fadlor 
Gonzalo  de  Salazar,  and  the  veedor  Pedro  Almindes  Chirinos,  to  fuper-. 
cede  the  deputies  he  had  left  in  Mexico,  viz.  the  treafurer  Alonzo  dc 
Eftrada,  and  the  contador  Albornoz^  and  to  take  the  adminiftration  up- 
on themfelves  in  cafe  of  mifcondud:  on  the  part  of  the  deputies,  thefe 
tWb  officers  having  on  their  return  to  Mexico  formed  a  ftrang  party, 
atnongft  whom  was  the  licentiate  Zuazo  alcalde  major,  Rodrigo  de  Paz 
alguazil  major,  A.  de  Tapia,  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  and  the  reft  of  the 
ancient  conquerors,  attempted  to  take  the  government  into  their 
hands  by  main  force,  and  the  confequence  of  the  ftruggle  of  the  tvv«> 
parties  was,  much  difturbance,  and  bloodfhed.  The  fadtor  and  veedor 
however  carried  their  point,  and  had  made  prifoners  the  two  former  de* 
puties  and  many  of  their  friends.  Still  however  there  was  fighting  eve- 
ry day,  the  predominating  party  confifcating  the  property  of  their  oppon- 
ents, to  diftribute  it  among  their  own  adherents.  They  had,  we 
learned,  completely  fuperceded  Zuazo  in  his  office,  and  had  impri- 
foned  Rodrigo  de  Paz  the  alguazil  major,  but  that  the  licentiate  Zuaza 
had  effected  a  temporary  reconciliation  between  the  parties.  During 
thefe  difturbances,  three  diftridls,  viz.  the  Zapotecans,  Minxes,  and 
thofe  in  the  vicinity  of  a  fortified  rock  named  Coatlan  had  rebelled,  and 
a  force  going  againft  them,  under  the  veedor  Chirinos,  inftead  of  attend- 
ing to  their  bufinefs,  the  troops  thought  of  nothing  but  card  playing, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  natives  furprifed  them  in  their  camp,  and 
did  them  much  mifchief.  The  fa(5tor  had  then  fent  a  veteran  captaiu 
named  Andrez  de  Monjaraz,  to  affift  the  veedor,  and  advife  himi  but 
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this  officer  was  unable  to  exert  himfelf  properly,  being  an  invalid. 
As  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  there  was  danger  every  hour  of  an  infur- 
re(5tion.  ,„,^- 

The  letters  alfo  informed  us  that  the  fadlor  conftantly  remitted  gold 
to  his  Majefty's  treafurer,  Don  Francifco  de  los  Cobos,  to  make  an 
interefl  for  himfelf  at  court,  reporting  that  we  were  all  dead  at  Xica- 
longa,  the  belief  of  which  was  corroborated  by  Diego  de  Ordas  who, 
to  get  out  of  the  fadions  and  troubles  of  Mexico  had  failed  with 
two  vefTels  to  fearch  for  us,  and  arriving  at  the  place  called  Xicalonga, 
where  the  captains  Simon  de  Cuenca  and  Francifco  de  Medina  had  been 
killed,  hearing  the  account  of  their  misfortunes,  and  not  knowing  the 
particulars,  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  it  could  be  no  others  than 
Cortes  and  his  party  who  were  thus  deftroyed,  and  reported  fo  in  his 
letters  to  Mexico  which  he  fent  by  certain  paflengers,  and  then,  with- 
out landing,  hoiiled  fail  for  Cuba.  The  factor  fhewed  his  letter  to  our 
relations,  and  put  on  mourning;  and  a  monument  was  ere<5ted,  and  fu- 
neral fervice  performed  for  the  honour  of  Cortes,  in  the  great  church 
of  Mexico.  The  fa6lor  then  proclaimed  himfelf  governor,  and  captain 
general  of  New  Spain,  with  the  found  of  kettle  drums  and  trumpets, 
and  iffued  out  an  order,  that  all  women  who  had  any  regard  for  their 
fouls,  and  whofe  hufbands  had  gone  with  Cortes,  fhould  confider  them 
dead  in  law,  and  marry  again  forthwith.  And  becaufe  a  woman  nam- 
ed Juana  dc  ManfiUa  did  not  chufe  to  take  his  advice,  but  infifled  on 
waiting  the  return  of  her  hufband  Alonzo  Valiente,  faying  that  we 
were  not  people,  who  would  let  ourfelves  be  fo  eafily  beaten  as  the  veedor 
Chirinos  and  his  party,  the  fadlor  ordered  her  to  be  publicly  whipped 
through  the  ftreets  of  Mexico  for  a  witch. 

As  there  are  in  all  places  flattering  traitors,  one  of  this  defcription, 
whom  we  once  expedbed  better  from,  and  whofe  name  I  will  not  men- 
tion, folemnly  aiTured  the  facflor,  before  many  witneiTes,  that  going 
one  night  by  the  church  of  St.  Jago,  which  is  built  on  the  fcite  of  the 
great  temple  of  the  Mexicans,  and  looking  into  the  church  yard,  he 
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faw  the  fouls  of  Cortes,  Donna  Marina,  and  Sandoval,  burning  in 
flames  of  fire;  and  that  he  had  been  fo  terrified  thereat,  as  to  have  re- 
mained ill  ever  fince.  Another  man  of  good  reputation  alfo  came  to 
the  fa(5tor,  and  told  him  that  the  quadrangles  of  Tefcuco  were  haunted 
by  evil  fpirits,  vi^hich  the  natives  faid  were  the  fouls  of  Donna  Marina 
and  Cortes.  All  tljofe  falfehoods  they  invented  to  ingratiate  themfelve* 
with  the  fa(flor.      • 

At  this  time  arrived  in  Mexico  the  captains  Francifco  de  las  Cafas, 
and  Gil  Gonzales  de  Avila,  the  fame  who  beheaded  Chrifloval  de  Oli. 
Las  Cafas  on  his  arrival  publicly  alTerted  the  exiflence  of  Cortes,  and 
reprobated  the  condudl  of  the  facftor,  but  declared  that  fhould  it  be  the 
cafe,  as  then  believed,  that  we  were  all  dead,  Alvarado  was  the  only 
proper  man  to  put  in  the  place' of  Cortes,  until  his  Majefty's  further 
pleafure  fhould  be  known.  Alvarado  being  written  to  on  the  fubjecSt 
fet  out  for  Mexico,  but  growing  apprehenfive  of  fome  attempt  upon 
his  life,  he  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  return  to  his  diflridt.  The  factor 
had  at  this  time  colle(fted  what  gold  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  to 
fupport  his  negotiations  at  court.  In  this  he  was  oppofed  by  almofl 
every  other  officer  of  the  government  of  New  Spain,  who  determined 
among  themfelves,  not  to  permit  him  exclufively  to  make  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  tranfadbions  there,  but  to  fend  likewifc  their  own  flatements 
at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  opportunity  with  his.  When  the 
fa6lor  found  that  he  could  not  bring  over  Las  Cafas,  Gonzalez  de  Avila, 
and  the  licentiate,  to  fupport  his  views,  he  caufed  the  two  former  to  be 
arrefted  and  profecuted  for  the  alleged  murder  of  De  Oli;  and  by  his 
wickednefs,  and  the  preponderance  of  his  power,  procuring  their  con- 
demnation, it  was  with  the  greatefl  difficulty  that  their  immediate  exe- 
cution could  be  prevented,  by  appealing  to  his  Majefly.  He  was 
obliged  however  to  content  himfelf  with  fending  them  prifoners  to  Caf- 
tille.  He  then  fell  upon  the  licentiate  Zuazo,  and  fent  him  off  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  there  embarked  him  for  the  Iflandof  Cuba,  as  was  alleged, 
to  anfwer  for  his  condu<5t  while  he  was  judge  there.  He  next  feized 
Rodrigo  de  Paz,  and  demanded  of  him  an  account  and  furrender  of  the 
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treafure  of  Cortes,  whofe  major  dome  he  had  been,  and  becaufe  he 
could  not,  or  would  not  declare,  or  make  difcovery  concerning  it,  he 
caufed  his  feet  and  part  of  his  legs  to  be  burnt ;  and  not  content  with 
giving  him  the  torture,  and  knowing  alfo  that  if  left  alive  he  might 
complain  to  his  Majefty,  he  ordered  him  to  be  hanged,  which  was 
accordingly  done.  He  alfo  arrefled  mofl  of  the  friends  of  Cortes.  Ta- 
pia  and  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  however,  took  fancStua^  with  the  Francif- 
can  fathers ;  but  feveral  of  them  went  over  to  him,  partly  becaufe  he 
gave  them  Indians,  and  partly  becaufe  it  is  natural  to  wifh  to  be  with 
the  ftrongefl  power,  or,  as  the  faying  is,  to  cry,  **fuccefs  to  the  con- 
**  querors."  He  emptied  the  arfenal  of  arms,  and  brought  them  to  his 
palace,  in  the  front  of  which  he  alfo  planted  all  the  artillery,  which  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Don  Luis  de  Guzman,  fon  in  law  to  the  Duke 
of  Medina  Sidonia.  He  next  formed  a  body  guard  for  his  own  protec- 
tion, compofed  in  part  of  the  foldiers  of  Cortes,  to  the  command  of 
which  he  appointed  one  Artiaga. 

Zuazo  alfo  wrot;e  to  Cortes  to  inform  him,  that  he  had  reported 
many  fcandals  of  him  to  his  Majefty,  fuch  as  defrauding  him  of  the 
duty  upon  gold;  and  as  an  inftance  to  what  extent  he  carried  his  tyran- 
ny, he  mentioned  a  circumftanCe  of  a  travelling  Spaniard  having  in- 
formed a  woman,  and  given  her  proofs,  that  her  hufband  who  was 
gone  with  Cortes  was  alive.  This  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  fadtor,  he 
caufed  him  to  be  feized  by  four  alguazils,  and  would  have  hanged  him, 
but  that  he,  to  excufe  himfelf,  declared  that  what  he  had  faid 
was  all  a  falfehood,  and  that  he  had  only  invented  it  to  comfort  the 
poor  woman,  feeing  her  weeping  for  the  lofs  of  her  hufband.  The 
bufinefs  which  brought  this  man  to  Mexico  was,  to  obtain  a  plantation, 
this  was  immediately  fettled  to  his  fatisfadlion,  and  he  was  difmiffed 
with  a  hint  to  hold  his  tongue,  as  he  valued  his  life.  This  letter  alfo 
informed  Cortes  of  the  death  of  the  reverend  father  Bartholome,  a  holy 
man,  and  much  regretted  by  all  the  natives  of  Mexico,  who  in  token 
t)f  their  refped:  fafled  from  the  time  of  his  death,  until  he  was  buried. 
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Zuazo  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  feared  Mexico  was.  loft,  and  that 
he  had  been  fent  a  prifoner  in  irons  to  the  place  from  whence  he  dated 
his  letter. 

This  intelligence  made  us  all  very  fad.  It  was  difficult  to  fay.  which 
of  the  two,  Cortes  or  the  fador,  we  curfed  moft  heartily  in  our  own 
minds.  We  fecretly  gave  them  ten  thoufand  maledidions,  and 
our  hearts  funk  within  us.  Cortes  retired  to  his  chamber,  and  did  not 
appear  to  us  till  evening,  when  we  entreated  him  immediately  to  haften 
to  Mexico.  He  rephed  to  us  kindly  and  gently,  faying,  **  dear  friends 
**  and  companions,  this  villain  of  a  fadtor  is  powerful.  If  I  go  and  you 
•'  accompany  me  he  may  lay  hands  upon  us  by  the  road,  and  murder  us 
**  all.  It  were  better  that  I  went  privately  with  three  or  four  of  you,  and 
**  came  to  Mexico  before  he  was  prepared.  Let  the  reft  rejoin  Sandoval, 
**  and  proceed  with  him  to  Mexico."  Cortes  now  wrote  to  Captain  Her- 
nandez, promifing  him  every  fupport;  he  fent  him  alfo  two  mules 
loaded  with  prefents  of  fuch  things  as  he  knew  he  wanted,  entrufting 
them  to  the  care  of  a  gentleman  named  Cabrera,  a  brave  officer  who 
was  on  the  ftaff"  under  Blafco  Nunez  Velo,  and  was  killed  in  the  fame 
battle  with  the  Viceroy.  When  I  faw  that  Cortes  was  determined  to  go 
to  Mexico,  I  requefted  of  him  that  he  would  permit  me,  who  had  been 
in  all  difficulties  and  dangers  by  his  ftde,  to  attend  him  upon  this  occa- 
iion.  He  embraced  me  and  faid,  *'  I  requeft  you  my  fon  to  remain  with 
**  Sandoval.  I  promife  you,  and  I  fwear  by  this  beard,  that  I  confideif 
•*  myfelf  much  beholden  to  you,  and  have  long  done  fo."  Howevei: 
he  would  not  permit  me  to  attend  him. 

I  remember  when  we  were  in  the  town  of  Truxillo,  a  gentleman 
named  Roderigo  Manueca,  a  principal  officer  in  the  generaPs  houfehold, 
to  divert  Cortes,  feeing  him  diftreffTed,  as  he  was  with  good  reafon, 
laid  a  wager  with  fome  other  cavaliers,  that  he  would  climb  in  his  ar- 
mour to  the  top  of  the  rock,  whereon  ftood  the  houfe  which  the  Indi- 
ans had  built  for  the  head  quarters.  When  he  had  got  a  confiderable 
way  up  he  mifffed  his  hold,  and  falling  to  the  ground,  was  killed. 

lii  2  Some 
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Some  of  the  fettlers  of  this  place  now  began  to  grow  mutinous,  on  find- 
ing that  Cortes  had  omitted  to  name  them  to  any  office.  He  however 
found  the  means  to  pacify  them,  by  promifes  not  to  forget  them  on  his 
arrival  at  Mexico.  Previous  to  his  departure,  he  ordered  Captain  Diego 
de  Godoy  with  his  fettlers  to  quit  the  colony  of  Puerto  de  Cavallos, 
where  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  keep  their  ground,  on  account  of 
fleas,  mufquitos,  and  other  vermin,  and  to  relieve  us  at  the  good  fettle- 
ment  of  Naco.  He  alfo  ordered  us  to  take  the  province  of  Nicaragua 
in  our  way  to  Mexico,  as  the  government  of  it  was  an  objc(Sl  worth 
applying  for.  Accordingly  we  took  our  leave  of  Cortes  who  was  em- 
barked, and  fet  out  chearfully  upon  our  journey  as  Mexico  was  to  be 
the  end  of  it.  It  was  as  ufual  attended  with  extreme  diftrefs.  How- 
ever we  reached  Naco,  and  found  that  Captain  De  Garro  had  before 
our  arrival  gone  for  Nicaragua,  to  acquaint  his  chief,  Hernandez,  of 
the  promife  which  Cortes  had  made,  and  we  fet  out  on  the  enfuing 
day  for  Mexico. 

Two  confidential  friends  of  the  governor  Arias  de  Avila,  having 
gotten  the  knowledge  that  a  private  correfpondence  was  going  on 
between  Hernandez  and  Cortes,  began  to  fufpec^  the  view  of  the  former 
to  furrender  his  province,  and  detach  himfelf  from  Avila.  Thefe  fol- 
diers  were  named  Garruito  and  Zamorrano.  The  former  was  urged  on 
particularly  by  an  old  enmity  to  Cortes,  on  account  of  a  rivai-lhip  about 
a  lady  in  St.  Domingo  when  they  were  both  youths,  and  which  had 
ended  in  a  duel.  Thefe  perfons  informed  Avila  of  the  whole  that  they 
knew,  and  he,  immediately  on  receipt  of  the  mtelligence,  hallened  off 
to  feize  the  parties  concerned.  Garro,  alarmed  in  time,  made  his  ef- 
cape  to  US)  but  Hernandez,  relying  upon  their  former  intimacy  and 
friendfhip,,  thought  that  Avila  would  not  proceed  to  extremities,  and 
did  not  attempt  to  avoid  him.  He  was  however  fadly  undeceived,  for 
after  a  very  fummary  procefs  he  was  executed  as  a  traitor  to  his  fuperior 
officer,  in  the  town  which  he  was  colonizing,  and  thus  ended  the  nego- 
tiation between  him  and  Cortes. 

The 
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The  iirft  time  that  Cortes  failed  from  Truxillo  for  Vera  Cruz,  he 
was  obhged  to  put  back  by  contrary  winds,  the  fecond  time  from  an 
accident  which  happened  to  the  velTd.  He  was  difpirited  by  ficknefs, 
the  voyage  alfo  added  to  his  mental  depreffion,  and  he  was  apprehenfive. 
of  the  power  of  the  fadtor.  On  his  return  he  ordered  a  folemn  mafs,. 
and  prayed  fervently  to  the  holy  Ghoft  to  enlighten  him  as  to  his  future 
proceedings.  It  appears  that  he  became  infpired  with  an  inclination  to. 
flay  and  colonize  the  country  where  he  then  was  >  for  he  fent  three  ex- 
preiles  as  hard  as  they  could  poft  to  recall  us,  and  bring  us  back  to 
Truxillo.  In  his  letters  he  expreffed  his  determination,  which  he  attri- 
buted to  the  infpiration  of  his  guardian  angel.  When  we  received  this 
meffage  we  beftowed  a  thoufand  maledidlions  on  Cortes  and,  the  ill  for- 
tune which  attended  him,  and  told  Sandoval,  that  if  he  chofe.to  remain 
it  muft  be  by  himfelf,  for  that  we  were  determined  to  proceed  to  Mex.*. 
ico.  Sandoval  was  alfo  of  our  opinion ;  we  therefore  returned  an  an- 
fwer  to  this  effe6t,  figned  by  us  all,  and  in  a  few  days  received  another 
letter  from  him,  which  contained  great  offers  to  fuch  as  fhould  be  indu- 
ced to  remain,  and  concluded  by  faying,  that  if  we  refufed,  there  flUl. 
remained  foldiers  in  Caftille  and  elfewhere.  On  receiving  this  letter, 
we  were  if  poflible  more  determined  than  ever  to  proceed,,  but  Sandoval 
earneftly  entreated,  and  perfuaded  us  to  halt  for  a  few  days,  until  he 
could  fee  Cortes,  in  the  hope  of  perfiiading  him  to  undertake  the  jour- 
ney to  Mexico.  We  wrote  back  in  reply,  that  as  he  faid  he  could  find, 
foldiers  in  Caftille,  fo  could  wc  governors  and  generals  in  Mexico,  who 
would  give  us  plantations  for  our  fervices,  and  that  we  had  fuffered 
misfortunes  enough  already  by  him>  With  this  anfwer  Sandoval  fet  ofF». 
attended  by  a  foldier  named  Sauzedo^  and  a  farrier,  and  mounted,  on  hiS; 
good  horfe  Motilla,  fwearing  by  his  beard  that  he  would  not  return 
until  he  had  put  Cortes  on  board  the  fhip  for  Mexico,. 

Now  I  mention  SandovaPs  horfe,  I  mufl  obferve  of  him,  that  he. 
was  the  fwiftefl,  and  the  befl  drefTedi,  and  fineft  figure  of  any  horfe  in 
New  Spain:  he  was  of  a  dark  chefnut  colour,  and  fuch  was  the  fame 
of  Motilla,,  that  it  reached  the  ear  of  his  Majefly,  to  whom  Sandovali 
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intended  to  prefent  him.  Sandoval  applied  to  mc  at  this  time  for  my 
horfe,  an  excellent  animal  for  career,  exercife,  or  road.  He  coft  mc 
fix  hundred  crowns  to  one  Avalos  brother  to  Saavedra,  my  former  one, 
which  had  coft  me  a  greater  fum,  being  killed  in  an  acStion  at  a  place 
called  Zulaco.  However  Sandoval  exchanged  with  me  one  of  his, 
which  was  killed  under  me  in  lefs  than  two  months ;  after  which  I  re- 
mained with  nothing  better  than  a  vicious  colt,  which  I  bought  a  bad 
bargain  of  from  amongft  thofe  brought  to  Truxillo  in  the  two  vefTels, 
as  I  have  before  related.  Sandoval  at  parting  from  us  delired  us  to  wait 
his  return  at  a  large  Indian  town  named  Acalteca.  When  he  reached 
Truxillo,  his  friend  Cortes  was  rejoiced  to  fee  him,  but  neither  our 
letter,  nor  the  preffing  inftances  of  Sandoval,  nor  of  the  reverend  father 
Varillas,  could  induce  him  to  Turmount  his  averfion  to  proceed  to 
Mexico. 

When  Sandoval  found  it  impoffible  to  induce  Cortes  to  go  to  Mex- 
ito,  he  prevailed  upon  him  to  fend  a  confidential  fervant  named  Martin 
de  Orantes,  with  a  commiffion  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  Francifco  de  las 
Cafas,  to  take  upon  them  the  government  during  his  abfence,  in  cafe 
thofe  officers  were  in  Mexico,  and  (hould  they  not  be  found  there,  the 
fame  power  Was  to  be  exercifed  by  the  treafurer  Alonzo  de  Eftrada,  and 
the  contador  Albornoz,  conformably  to  the  deputation  given  by  Cortes 
to  them,  previous  to  his  departure  from  Mexico,  thofe  delegated  to  the 
fadior  and  veedor  being  revoked.  Cortes  having  agreed  to  this,  and 
given  his  orders  and  inftr nations,  direcSted  Orantes  to  land  in  a  bay  be- 
tween Vera  Cruz  and  Panuco,  and  to  fuffer  no  one  to  go  on  fhore  but 
himfelf;  and  the  veflel  was  immediately  to  hoift  fail,  and  proceed  for 
Panuco.  Thefe  laft  inftru6lions  were  given,  that  the  arrival  of 
his  officer  fhould  be  kept  as  private  as  poffible  until  the  proper  time. 
He  alfo  fent  letters  by  him  to  all  his  friends  in  New  Spain,  and  to  the 
treafurer  and  contador,  although  he  knew  them  in  reality  not  to  belong 
to  the  number. 

The  wind  and  weather  being  favourable,  in  a  few  days  the  vefTel 
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arrived  at  its  deftination,  and  Orantcs  on  landing  difguifed  himfelf  as  a 
labourer.  On  his  journey  he  avoided  the  Spaniards,  lodging  and  mix- 
ing only  with  the  natives.  Thofe  who  had  known  him  before  could? 
not  have  recognized  him,  after  an  abfence  of  two  years  and  three  months. 
To  fuch  as  queftioned  him  he  faid,  that  his  name  was  Juan.de  Elech- 
illa;  in  this  manner,  being  an  adlive  man,  he  arrived  ins  four,  days  at 
Mexico,  and  entering  the  city  after  dark,  he  proceeded  direcStly.  to  the. 
lodgings  of  the  reverend  fathers  Francifcans.  On  being  admitted,  he 
there  found  tlje  Alvarados  and  feveral  of  the  friends  of  Cortes,  conceal- 
ed. When  lie  had  explained  who  he  was,  and  produced  the  general's 
letters,  all  pi^cfent,  the  reverend. fathers  not  excepted,  danced  for  joy; 
they  immediately  locked  the  gates  of  the  monaftery,  to  exclude  the 
obfervation  or  the  traitorous  party,  and  at  midnight  the  intelligence  was 
communicated  to  the  treafurer,  the  contador,  and  many  of  the  friends 
of  Cortes,  who  immediately  aflembled  at  the  Francifcans. 

It  was  then  determined  by  them,  as  the  firft  ftep,  to  feize  on  the 
perfon  of  the  fador  in  the  morning.  All  the  intermediate  time  was 
employed  in  coUecSling  arms  and  friends,  and  making  other  preparations 
for  the  purpofe.  The  vecdor  was  at  that  period  at  the  rock  of  Coatlan. 
At  day  break  the  whole  party  marched  to  the  palace  inhabited,  by,  the 
fadtor,  crying,  "long  live  his  Majefty,  and  Hernando  Cortes."  Whea 
this  was  heard  by  the  citizens,  they  all  took  to  their  arms,  thinking  it 
fomething  wherein  government  called  for  their  afliftance,  and  numbers 
under  that  idea  joined  the  treafurer  on  his  march.  As  to  the  contador, 
he  played  a  double  part,  giving  intelligence  to  the  faftor  to  put  him  on 
his  guard,  and  Eftrada  reproached  him  ftrongly  for  his  conduct. 

When  the  party  of  Cortes  approached  the  refidence  of  the  fador, 
they  found  that  he  was  already  well  prepared,  owing  to  the  information 
that  he  had  received.  His  artillery  under  Don  Luis  de  Guznmn  was 
planted  in  front  of  the  houfe,  and  he  had  a  ftrong  garrifon  within  fide. 
Thofe  with  the  treafurer  forcing  their  way  in,  fome  by  the  different 
doors,  others  by  the  terraces  and  wherever  they  could  get  accefs,  all  at 
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the  fame  time,  and  fhouting  for  his  Majefly  and  Cortes,  the  adherents 
of  the  facflor  became  difmayed,  and  the  artillery- men  abandoning  the 
guns,  the  other  foldiers  alfo  made  off  and  hid  themfelves;  one  of  them, 
Gines  Nortes,  leaping  down  from  a  corredor,  fo  that  there  only  remain- 
ed with  the  fadtor,  Pedro  Gonzalez  Sabiote,  and  four  fervants.  When 
he  found  himfelf  thus  abandoned,  he  became  defperate,  and  endeavour- 
ed himfeif  to  fire  off  the  guns,  in  which  attempt  he  was  feized,  and 
made  prifoner.  A  large  cage  of  timber  was  conftru6ted  to  receive  him, 
and  thus  terminated  his  career  as  governor  of  New  Spain.  Circular 
notice  was  fent  to  all  the  provinces  of  this  revolution,  by  which  each 
individual  was  pleafed  or  diffatisfied  as  his  particular  intereft  fwayed 
him.  When  the  veedor  heard  it  he  was  fo  diftreffed  that  he  fell  fick. 
He  left  his  command  with  Captain  De  Monjaraz,  and  got  himfelf  con- 
veyed  towards  Mexico,  and  reaching  the  monaftery  of  St.  Francis  in 
Tezcuco,  he  there  (hut  himfelf  up,  and  was  fhortly  after  made  prifoner 
and  fecured  in  another  wooden  ca^e. 

Immediate  intelligence  of  all  that  had  happened  was  forwarded  to 
Pedro  de  Alvarado,  with  dire(5tions  to  him  to  proceed  to  Truxillo,  and 
wait  upon  Cortes.  The  next  thing  that  the  new  deputies  did  was,  to 
pay  their  refpe(5ls  to  Juanna  de  Manfilla,  the  woman  who  had  been 
whipped  for  a  witch.  The  treafurer  placed  her  on  horfeback  behind 
him,  and  thus,  attended  by  all  the  cavaliers  in  proceflion,  (he  was  pa- 
raded through  the  ftreets  of  Mexico  like  a  Roman  matron,  and  was  ever 
after  called  Donna  Juanna,  in  honour  of  her  conftancy,  in  refufing  to 
•comply  with  the  orders  of  the  fadlor,  to  marry  again,  while  fhe  was 
convinced  that  her  hufband  was  living. 

The  Situation  of  Mexico  evidently  requiring  the  prefence  of  Cortes, 
Fray  Diego  de  Aitamirano  was  pitched  on  by  his  friends  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  reprefent  to  him  the  neceflity  of  his  immediately  fetting  out. 
This  father  had  been  in  the  military  profeffion  before  he  entered  the 
church,  and  was  a  man  of  btilSnefs  and  abilities.  The  condud:  purfued 
by  the  veedor  and  fador,  and  efpecially  their  confifcations  and  diftribu- 
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tion  of  property  among  their  greedy  fupporters,  had  gained  them  many 
adherents,  and,  if  not  friends,  at  leafl  perfons  interefled  in  the  main- 
tenance of  their  government.     Thefe,  compofed  principally  of  the  low 
and  feditious  defcription,  but  mixed  with  fome  of  quality,  with  the 
fupport  and  contrivance   of  the  contador  who  dreaded  the  arrival  of 
Cortes,  had  formed  a  plan  to  kill  the  treafurer,  and  reinftate  the  fatlor 
and  veedor  in  their  offices.     For  the  purpofe  of  releafing  them  from 
prifon,  they  had  recourfe  to  one  Guzman,  a  white- fmith;  a  fellow  of 
low  charad:er,  and  a  ridiculous  aftedter  of  wit.     To  him  they  applied 
to  make  the  keys,  giving  him  a  piece  of  gold  whereon  was  marked  the 
form  in  which  they  were  to  be  wrought,  and  charging  him  at  the  fame 
time  to  keep  the  ftrid:efl  fecrecy.     All  this  he  readily   undertook  and 
promifed,  fpeaking  as  if  he  had  the  liberation  of  the  prifoners  fincerely 
at  heart.     They  then  told  him  all  the  particulars  which  his  inquifitive- 
nefs  induced  him  to  queftion  them  about,  and  he  proceeded  in  his  work, 
but  flowly  and  aukwardly,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  repeat  their  vifits, 
to  hurry  him  on;  and  he  thus  obtained  from  the  confpirators  the  know- 
ledge that  he  required.     The  keys  being  finiflied,  and  the  party  ready 
to  make  the  attempt,  he  fuddenly  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  treafurer, 
and  gave  him  an  account  of  the  whole.     The  treafurer,  affembling  the 
friends  of  Cortes  on  the  inilant,  proceeded  to   the  place  of  meeting,' 
where  he  found  twenty  confpirators  armed,  and  in  waiting  for  the  fig- 
nal.     Thefe  he  feized,  but  many   others  made  their  efcape.     Among 
thefe  apprehended  were  fome  notorious  charadlers ;  one  of  them  had 
lately  committed  violence  on  a  Caftillian  woman.     They  were  tried  be- 
fore the  bachelor  Ortega  alcalde  major,  and  being  convi(Sted,   three 
were  hanged,  and  feveral  whipped. 

I  muft  now  make  a  confiderable  digrellion  from  my  narrative, 
though  it  comes  in  properly  in  point  of  matter,  to  mention  how  the 
fame  vefTel  which  conveyed  the  letters  tranfmitted  by  the  fa<5tor  to  his 
Majefty  in  Caftille,  conveyed  others,  fo  artfully  concealed  that  he  had 
no  fufpicion  of  them,  wherein  was  given  a  full  and  true  account  of  all 
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his  opprefTions,  and  unlawfurproceedings.  Thefe  fa<51:s  had  alfo  been 
already  reported  by  the  courts  of  St.  Domingo,  which  contradi(5led  the 
accounts  of  the  death  of  Cortes,  and  informed  his  Majefty  how  that 
officer  was  employed  for  his  fervice.  The  Emperor  is  reported  to  have 
declared  his  indignation  at  the  manner  in  which  Cortes  had  been  treated, 
and  his  determination  to  fupport  him. 

When  Fra  Altamirano  arrived  at  Truxillo,  and  explained  his  bufi- 
nefs  to  Cortes,  the  latter  returned  thanks  to  heaven  for  having  granted 
peace  to  that  country.  He  alfo  declared  his  intention  of  going  thither, 
but  that  it  muft  be  by  land,  on  account  of  the  contrariety  of  the  currents 
and  his  own  bad  ftate  of  health.  The  pilots  however  reprefented  to 
him  that  the  feafoa  was  favourable,  it  being  then  the  month  of  Aprils 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  give  up  his  firfl:  determination,  but  ftill  he 
eould  not  leave  that  place  until  the  return  of  Sandoval,  whom  he  had 
detached  againft  a  Captain  Roxas,  who  ferved  under  Arias,  and  againft 
whom  complaints  had  been  lodged  by  the  natives  of  a  diflri(5l  named 
Olancho,  v^^hich  was  diflant  about  fifty  five  leagues  from  Truxillo. 
San4oval  had  been  detached  thither  with  feventy  foldiers^  at  firfl  the 
two  parties  were  upon  the  brink  of  hoflilities,  but  became  afterwards, 
reconciled  and.  parted  amicably,  Roxas  and  his  foldiers  quitting  that 
country. 

Sandoval  was  immediately  recalled  in  confequence  of  the  meffage 
brought  by  Altamirano.  The  general  appointed  Captain  Saavedra  his 
lieutenant  in  that  province,  and  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  Captaia 
Luis  Marin,  to  march  our  whole  party  by  the  road  of  Guatimala, 
and  Captain  Godoy  he  ordered  to  Naco.  Thefe  letters  Saavedra  mali- 
cioufly  fuppreffed,  for  they  never  came  to  our  hands.  Cortes  previous 
to  his  embarkation  confefTed  to  Fra  Juan  and  received  the  facrament, 
for  he  was  fo  ill  that  he  thought  himfelf  at  the  point  of  death.  The 
wind  favouring  his  voyage  to  the  Havannah,  he  foon  arrived  there, 
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and  was  joyfully  received  by  his  former  friends  and  acquaintances; 
and  a  velTel  from  New  Spain  which  arrived  about  the  fame,  time, 
brought  intelligence  that  the  country  was  at  peace,  for  that  the  Indians 
hearing  that  Cortes,  and  we  his  conquerors  were  yet  living,  had  come 
in  and  fubmitted. 
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CHAPTER     VIII. 


Return  of  Cortes  to  Mexico;    occurrefices  there.      Return 
oj  the  author  to  Mexico, 


A, 


.FTER  five  days  refrefliment  at  the  Havannah,  Cortes  embarked, 
and  in  twelve  days  arrived  at  the  Port  of  MedeUin,  oppofite  to  the  If- 
land  De  los  Sacrificios,  where  he  difembarked  with  twenty  foldiers,  and 
proceeding  to  the  town  of  San  Juan  de  Uhia,  which  was  diftant  about 
half  a  league,  it  was  his  fortune  to  light  upon  a  firing  of  horfes  and 
mules  which  had  conveyed  travellers  to  the  coaft,  and  which  he  engag- 
ed to  take  him  to  Vera  Cruz.  He  ordered  thofe  about  him  to  give  no 
hint  to  any  one,  who  he  was,  and  two  hours  before  day  break  arriving 
at  the  town,  he  went  diredlly  to  the  church  the  doors  of  which  were 
juft  opened.  When  the  facriflan  faw  the  church  filled  with  people 
whom  he  did  not  know,  he  became  alarmed  and  ran  into  the  ftreet, 
calling  to  the  civil  power  to  afiift  him.  The  alcaldes,  three  alguazils 
and  fome  of  the  neighbours  came  with  arms  in  confequence  of  the  noife. 
Cortes  was  fqualid,  and  the  white  habit  of  the  reverend  father  was 
dirty  from  the  fea  voyage,  nor  did  any  one  recolledl  them  until  Cortes 
began  to  fpeak ;  but  as  foon  as  he  was  recognized  by  them,  they  all 
fell  upon  their  knees,  kifled  his  hands,  and  bid  him  and  his  attendants 
welcyme.  All  his  old  fellow  foldiers  aflembled  around  him,  and  after 
m^,  efcorted  him  to  the  quarters  of  Pedro  Moreno  Medrano,  where 
he  remained  for  eight  days,  during  which  time  he  was  feafted  and  en- 
tertained by  the  inhabitants.  Intelligence  was  alfo  fcnt  to  Mexico  to 
give  the  people  there  the  joyful  tidings,  and  Cortes  wrote  to  his  friends 
to  the  fame  effe(51:.     The  Indians  of  the  neighbourhood  brought  him 
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abundant  prefents,  and  when  he  fet  out  for  the  city  .of  Mexico  every 
preparation  was  made  for  his  accommodation.  The  inhabitants  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  all  the  places  round  the  lake  celebrated  his  return  with  fef- 
tivals,  and  thofe  of  Tlafcala  did  the  fame. 

When  he  arrived  at  Tefcuco,  where  the  contador  came  to  wait 
upon  him,  he  thought  it  proper  to  remain  there  for  that  night,  and  on 
the  next  morning  but  one  he  entered  the  city,  being  met  by  all  the  offi- 
cers, cavaliers,  and  other  inhabitants,  in  great  ftate.  The  natives  in 
their  beft  drefles,  and  armed  as-  warriors,  filled  the  lake  with  thejr  ca- 
noes; the  dancing  continued  in  every  ftreet  during  the  day,  and  at  night 
the  city  was  illuminated  with  lights  at  every  door.  Immediately  on  his 
arrival  he  went  to  the  monaflery  of  St.  Francifco,  to  return  thanks  to 
God  for  all  his  mercies  to  him.  From  that  he  went  to  his  magnifi- 
cent palace,  where  he  was  ferved  and  efteemcd,  and  feared,  -as  a  fover- 
eign  prince,  all  the  provinces  making  their  fubmiifions,  and  fending 
prefents  and  congratulations  to  him.  The  entry  of  Cortes  into  Mexico 
was  in  the  month  of  June.  He  immediately  ordered  the  arreft  of  thofe 
who  had  been  moft  eminent  for  fedition,  and  fadlion,  and  caufed  an 
enquiry  to  be  inftituted  into  the  conduct  of  the  two  great  culprits.  He 
alfo  arreiled  one  Ocampo,  who  had  been  concerned  in  defamatory  libels, 
and  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ocana  a  fcrivener.  This  man  who  was 
very  old  was  called  the  body  and  foul  of  the  fadtor.  He  now  intended 
to  proceed  immediately  to  bring  the  vcedor  and  factor  to  juftlce  for  their 
crimes,  and  if  he  had  done  fo  no  one  could  liave  faid  againft  it,  and  it 
would  have  met  his  Majeftj's  approbation.  This  I  heard  faid  by  fome 
members  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies^  the  Bifhop  de  las  Cafas  be- 
ing prefent,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty, 
when  I  was  attending  on  my  own  affairs;  /but  in  this  infiance  Cortes 
may  be  jufily  taxed  with  feeblenefs  of  condud. 

The  reader  has  already  been  informed  of  tlie  charges  brought 
againft  Cortes  in  Caflille,  and  of  the  orders  iffwd  to  the  admiral  of  St. 
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Domingo,  of  the  interpofitlon  of  the  Duke  of  Bejar,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Luis  Ponce  de  Leon.  The  hcentiate  at  this  period  of  which  I 
am  writing,  had  arrived  at  MedelUn.  The  fuddennefs  of  his  coming 
rather  furprifed  Cortes,  who  when  he  received  the  intelhgence,  was 
performing  his  devotions  in  the  church  of  St.  Francis.  He  earneftly 
prayed  to  the  Lord  to  guide  him  as  feemed  befltohis  holy  wifdom,  and 
on  coming  out  of  the  church  fent  an  exprefs  to  bring  him  information 
of  all  particulars.  In  two  days  after,  the  licentiate  fent  him  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders  to  receive  him  as  refident  judge  in  Mexico,  and  Cortes  in 
confequence  thereof  difpatched  a  perfon  with  a  mefTage  of  compliment, 
and  defiring  to  know  which  of  the  two  roads  to  the  city  he  intended  to 
take,  that  he  might  make  fuch  preparations  as  were  proper  for  the  re- 
ception of  a  perfon  of  his  rank.  The  licentiate  fent  him  back  an  anfwer, 
thanking  him  for  his  polite  offers,  and  declaring  his  intention  to  repofe 
after  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage  for  a  little  time,  where  he  was.  This 
interval  was  bufily  employed  by  the  enemies  of  Cortes,  who  reprefentcd 
to  the  licentiate  that  it  was  his  determination  to  put  the  fad:or  and  vee- 
dor  to  death,  before  his  arrival,  and  that  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to 
take  good  care  as  to  his  own  perfon,  for  as  to  all  thefe  civilities  of  Cor- 
tes, they  were  only  intended,  by  afcertaining  the  road  that  he  intended 
to  take,  under  the  colour  of  preparation  to  do  him  honour,  the  more 
effedlually  to  fucceed  in  his  intention  to  affailinatc  him.  They  alfo 
mifreprefented  every  tranfadfion  in  which  Cortes  had  been  concerned. 

The  perfons  whom  the  licentiate  principally  confulted  were  the 
alcalde  major  Proano,  a  native  of  Cordova,  and  his  brother  the  alcalde 
of  the  citadel,  named  Salazar  dc  la  Pedrada,  who  (hortly  after  his  arri- 
val died  of  a  pleurify,  Marcos  de  Aguilar  a  licentiate  or  bachelor,  a  fol- 
dier  named  Bocanegra  de  Cordova,  and  certain  fathers  of  the  order  of 
St.  Domingo,  the  provincial  of  whom  was  one  Fray  Thomas  Ortiz. 
He  had  been  a  prior  fome  where  that  I  do  not  now  recoiled:,  and  all 
thofe  who  came  with  hirn  defcribed  him  to  be  a  man  more  fit  for  world- 
ly affairs  than  thofe  which  particularly  concerned  his  holy  office.  With 
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thefe  perfons  the  licentiate  confulted  as  to  his  proceeding  to  Mexico, 
which  they  all  were  of  opinion  fliould  not  be  delayed  an  inftant.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  laft  mefTengers  difpatched  by  Cortes  met  him  on  the  road 
at  Iztapalapa.  A  fumptuous  banquet  was  here  prepared  for,  them,  at 
which,  after  feveral  abundant  and  magnificent  fer vices,  fome  cheefe-. 
cakes  and  cuftards  were  placed  upon  the  table,  as  great  delicacies.  They 
were  fo  much  approved  of,  and  fome  of  the  company  eat^  of  them  in 
fuch  quantities,  that  they  made  them  fick;  but  thofe  who  eat  of  them 
in  moderation  were  not  at  all  affe(5ted.  However  this  prior,  Fray  Tho- 
mas Ortiz,  aflerted  that  they  had  been  poifoned  with  arfenic,  and  that 
he  had  not.  eaten  of  them  from  a  fufpicion  that  they  were  fo;  but  others 
who  were  prcfent  declared,  that  he  ftuffed  himfelf  heartily  with  them, 
and  faid  that  they  were  the  bell  he  had  ever  tafted.  This  new  charge 
was  immediately  feized  on  and  circulated  by  the  enemies  of  Cortes, 
to  throw  an  odium  upon  him.. 

During  this  time  Cortes  remained  in  Mexico;  report  laid  that  he 
had  fent  a  good  prefent  of  gol^to  the  licentiate;  this  I  cannot  warrant; 
but  as  he  had  perfons  flationed  to  bring  him  intelligence,  on  his  quit- 
ting Iztapalapa  Cortes  fet  out  to  meet  him,  with  a  grand  and  numerous, 
retinue  of  all  the  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  city.  When,  the  two, 
parties  met,  many  civilities  pafTed  between  the  great  men;  the  licentiate 
feemed  to  me  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  politenefs.  It  was 
with  great,  difficulty  that  Cortes  could  prevail  upon  him  to  take  the 
right  hand.  On  his  entry  into  the  city  he  proceeded  to  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Francifcoj  bufinefs  being  deferred  till  the  enfuing  day.  Cortes 
attended  the  licentiate  to  the  palace  prepared , for  hin;,  where  he  enter- 
tained him  moft  fumptuoufly,  but  hi§  politenefs  and  grandeur  of  man- 
ner was  more  ftriking  than  all  the  reft, .  infomuch  that  the  licentiate  ob- 
ferved  privately  to.  his  friends,,  that  Cortes  muft  have  been  for  a  long 
time  paft  exerciling  himfelf  in  the  manners  of  a  great  man. 

On  the  enfuing  day,  the  council  of  Mexico,  and  all  the  civit  and 
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military  officers,  and  the  veteran  foldiers,  were  afTembled  by  order;  and 
in  our  prefence  the  licentiate  Ponce  de  Leon  produced  his  authority  from 
his  Majefty,  which  Cortes  having  kifled,  and  placed  upon  his  head  in 
token  of  fubmiflion,  we  all  declared  our  obedience  to,  as  in  duty 
bound.  The  licentiate  then  received  and  returned  back  the  rod  of  juftice, 
in  token  of  the  furrender  of  the  government  into  his  hands,  faying  to 
Cortes,  **  General,  this  government  I  receive  from  you  by  his  Majefly's 
**  orders,  wherein  however  it  is  by  no  means  implied  that  fou.  are  not 
**  mofl  worthy  of  this,  or  higher  trufts.**  To  which  the  general  replied, 
that  he  was  always  happy  in  obeying  his  Majefly's  commands,  and 
that  it  was  alfo  a  fatisfadlion  to  him,  that  he  would  be  thereby  enabled 
to  prove  the  falfehood  and  malice  of  his  enemies.  The  licentiate  in 
anfwer  faid,  that  where  were  good  men,  there  were  alfo  bad,  and  fuch 
was  the  world;  but  that  to  each  would  be  repaid  in  kind.  This  was 
all  the  material  bulinefs  of  the  day.  On  the  next,  Cortes  attended  the 
fumm.on  of  the  new  governor,  who  fent  it  with  much  refped:,  and 
they  had  a  conference,  at  which  no  one  was  prefent  except  the  prior 
Thomas  Ortiz ;  but  it  is  faid  and  believed  that  the  licentiate  addrefled 
Cortes  to  the  following  efFed:.  He  firfl  obferved  that  it  had  been  his 
Majefly's  intention,  that  thofe  who  had  moil  merit  in  the  conquefl  of 
this  country,  fhould  be  well  provided  for  in  the  diflribution  of  planta- 
tions, confidering  more  efpecially  the  foldiers  who  firft  came  thither 
from  Cuba;  and  that  it  had  been  underilood,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe, 
for  that  they  had  been  negledled,  while  others  newly  arrived  had  wealth 
heaped  upon  them,  without  any  jull  pretenfions.  Cortes,  to  this,  re- 
plied, that  all  had  got  fliares,  but  that  fome  of  thefe  it  was  true  turned 
out  much  inferior  to  others ;  however  it  was  in  his  power  as  governor 
now  to  redify  that.  The  governor  then  aiked  him  how  it  happened 
that  he  had  left  Luis  de  Godoy  to  perifli  for  want  in  a  dillant  fettlement, 
when  the  veterans  ought  to  have  been  fuffercd  to  remain  and  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  eflabliflied  pofleilions  in  Mexico,  and  the  new  colonizations 
have  been  affigned  to  new  comers.  He  alfo  enquired  how  Captain  Luis 
Marin,  Bernal  Diaz  del  Callillo,  and  the  others  of  his  approved  foldiers 
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had  been  taken  care  of.  Cortes  replied,  that  for  bufinefs  of  (Janger  it 
was  ufelefs  to  employ  any  but  his  veterans;  but  that  they  Would  foori 
he  expecfted  return  to  Mexico,  being  then  upon  their  road  thither.  The 
governor  next  afked  him,  rather  fharply,  about  his  imprudent  march 
againft  Chrifloval  de  OH,  undertaken  without  his  Maje{ly*s  orders  oir 
permifTion.  To  which  Cortes  anfwered,  that  he  confidered  it  to  b6 
neceflary  for  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  as  the  dangerous  tffeifts  of  fuch  ex- 
ample among  officers  intrufted  with  feparate  commands  might  be  very 
extenfive,  and  that  he  had,  previous  to  fetting  out,  reported  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  his  intention  fo  to  do.  He  then  queftioned  Cortes  as  to  the  affairs 
ofNarvaez,  Garay,  and  Tapia,  to  all  which  Cortes  gave  fuch  fatis- 
factory  anfwers  that  the  governor  feemed  to  be  well  contented  there- 
with. 

After  Cortes  had  retired,  Fray  Thomas  Ortiz  called  on  three  per- 
fons  intimate  friends  of  the  general,  and  with  great  earneftnefs  told  them 
the  fame  which  he  on  the  enfuing  morning  told  to  Cortes  himfelf;  for 
coming  to  him  at  that  time,  and  defiring  to  fpeak  to  him  in  private,  he 
then  afTured  him,  with  many  proteftations  of  friendfhip,  and  wifhes  to 
ferve  him,  that  the  governor  had  fecret  orders  from  his  Majefty,  imme- 
diately to  behead  him,  and  that  he  had  thought  it  proper,  in  conform- 
ity wi.th  the  duty  of  his  facred  function,  as  well  as  from  his  private 
regard,  to  give  him  early  intelligence.  This  friendly  communication 
it  may  be  fuppofed  gave  Cortes  a  good  deal  to  refle(5t  upon;  he  had  been 
informed  of  the  intriguing  and  Emulating  character  of  the  friar,  and 
was  induced  to  think  that  this  might  be  done  to  induce  him 
to  give  a  bribe  for  his  interceflion.  Others  faid  afterwards  that  Ortiz 
adled  by  the  directions  of  the  governor.  Cortes,  however,  received  his 
pretended  friendly  information  with  many  thanks,  declaring  his  hopes 
that  his  Majefty  had  a  different  opinion  of  his  fervices,  than  to  proceed 
againft  him  in  that  manner,  and  that  he  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the 
governor,  to  fuppofe  he  would  do  any  thing  without  warrant. 
When  the  friar  found  that  his  tricks  were  not  attended  by  the  effed: 
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that  he  had  flattered  himfelf  with,  he  remained  much  confufed,  and 
did  not  know  what  to  fay. 

The  new  governor  iflued  pubHc  notice,  that  ail  who  had  complaints 
to  make  againft  the  former  adminiflration  of  the  country,  fhould  bring 
them  forward,  whether  they  were  concerning  Cortes,  the  civil,  or  the 
military  officers.  In  confequence  of  this  a  hoft  of  accufers,  litigants, 
and  claimants,  ftarted  up.  All  the  general's  private  enemies  brought 
accufations  againfl  him;  others  who  had  really  juftice  on  their  fide  laid 
claim  to  what  was  due  to  them.  Some  alledged  that  they  had  not  re- 
ceived their  proper  fhares  of  gold,  others  that  they  had  not  been  fuffici- 
cntly  rewarded,  and  others  demanded  remuneration  for  their  horfes  kil- 
led in  the  wars,  although  they  had  gotten  ten  times  the  value  in  goldj 
and  fome  demanded  fatisfadion  for  perfonal  injuries.  Juft  at  the  period 
when  the  governor  had  opened  his  court  to  give  a  hearing  to  all 
the  parties,  it  was  God's  will,  and  for. our  fins  and  misfortunes,  that 
he  fhould  be  taken  fuddenly  ill  of  a  fever,  and  a  lethargy  coming  on 
him  he  remained  in  that  ftatc  four  days.  His  three  phyficians  then  ad- 
vifed  him  to  confefs  and  receive  the  facrament,  which  he  did  with 
.great  devotion,  and  appointed  as  his  fuccefTor  in  the  government,  Mar- 
cos de  Aguilar  who  had  come  with  him  from  Caflille.  Some  faid  that 
the  latter  was  only  a  bachelor  and  not  a  licentiate,  and  therefore  incapa- 
ble of  acSting ;  however  the  governor  left  him  orders  not  to  proceed  fur- 
ther with  the  bufinefs  of  the  court,  but  that  all  fhould  be  laid  before 
his  Majefly.  On  the  ninth  day  from  the  time  he  was  taken  ill,  the 
governor  gave  up  his  breath  to  our  Lord.  The  whole  city  went  into 
mourning  on  the  occafion.  The  military  deplored  his  lofs  with  parti- 
cular reafon,  for  he  certainly  intended  to  redrefs  all  abufes,  and  to  re- 
ward us  according  to  our  merits. 

1  heard  an  anecdote  of  him,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  it  was 
this.      He  was  of  a  gay  difpofition  and  fond  of  mufic;  to  divert   his 
lethargy,  his  attcndarits  brought  a  lute,  and  played  upon  it  in  his  apart- 
ment i 
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ment;  and  they  faid  that  while  they  played  him  a  favourite  air,  he  beat 
time  to  it,  and  juft  as  it  was  finifhed  he  expired.  What  malignities 
and  (landers  were  now  circulated  againfl  Cortes,  by  his  enemies  in  Mex- 
ico !•  they  faid  that  he  and  Sandoval  had  poifoned  the  governor,  as  he 
had  before  done  Garay.  The  mofl  bufy  in  this  malicious  affair  was  the 
friar  Ortiz.  It  appeared  as  if  the  velTel  which  brought  them  had  been 
infected  with  the  difeafe  of  which  the  governor  died;  above  a  hundred  of 
thofe  who  came  in  it  having  died  at  fea  or  after  landing.  All  the  friars 
except  a  very  few  were  fwept  off,  and  the  contagion  pervaded  the  city 
of  Mexico. 

It  was  the  wifh  of  thofe  who  were  enemies  to  Cortes,  that  the 
enquiry  fhould  be  proceeded  on  in  the  fame  manner  as  was  intended  be- 
fore the  death  of  the  late  governor.  Cortes  afferted  his  readinefs,  pro- 
vided that  the  new  governor  Aguilar  would  take  upon  him  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  acting  contrary  to  the  tellament  of  his  predeceflbr.  The  coun- 
cil of  Mexico  however  infiftcd  that  Aguilar  was  ineligible  to  that  high 
fituation,  on  account  of  his  age,  infirmities,  and  other  incapacities, 
which  indeed  were  pretty  evident.  They  therefore  recommended  that 
Cortes  fliould  be  afTociated  with  him,  but  he  infifted  on  adhering  fl:ri(5t- 
ly  to  the  letter  of  the  teflament  of  his  predecefTor,  and  Cortes  was  alfo 
entirely  adverfe  to  taking  any  fliare  of  the  authority,  for  private  rcafons, 
fo  that  the  whole  weight  refted  on  this  poor  hedtic  old  man,  who  was 
obliged  to  drink  goat's  milk,  and  to  be  fuckled  by  a  Caftillian  woman 
to  keep  him  alive. 

I  will  now  go  to  a  diilance  both  in  time  and  place,  to  relate  that 
which  happened  to  us  on  our  journey  to  Mexico  from  Naco,  where 
we  were  waiting  to  hear  from  Sandoval,  who  was  to  fend  us  notice  of 
the  failing  of  Cortes,  which  intelligence  we  never  received,  Saavedra, 
I  have  already  mentioned,  malicioufly  fupprefling  the  letters  with  which 
he  was  intrufled. 
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When  our  captain  Marin  and  the  reft  of  us  found  that  we  were 
difappointed,  in  the  receipt  of  our  expcded  intelligence,  we  determin- 
ed to  fend  a  party  to  Truxillo  to  learn  the  truth.  Accordmgly  ten  of 
the  cavalry,  of  which  I  was  one,  fet  out,  and  on  our  arrival  at  a  place 
named  Olancho,  we  learned  from  fome  Spaniards  that  Cortes  had  failed. 
This  intelligence  was  foon  after  confirmed  to  us  in  a  communication  we 
had  with  Saavedra ;  we  therefore  returned  to  our  Captain  Marin  with 
the  good  news,  and  foon  after  we  all  fet  out  with  joyful  hearts 
for  Mexico.  I  recoiled  we  threw  ftones  at  the  country  we  left  be- 
hind us. 

On  our  way,  at  a  place  called  Maniani,  we  met  five  foldiers  who 
had  been  fent  by  Alvarado  in  fearch  of  us.  They  were  commanded  by 
one  of  our  veterans  named  Diego  de  Villanueva,  a  brave  foldier.  As 
foon  as  we  had  recognized  each  other  and  faluted,  we  enquired  for 
his  Captain  Alvarado,  who,,  he  informed  us  was  not  far  diflant,  and 
whom  accordingly,  after  two  days  march  farther,  we  fell  in  with. 
Our  meeting  took  place  at  the  town  of  Cholultcca  Malalaca,  and  a  third 
party  joined  us  there,  compofed  of  captains  under  Pedro  Arias  de 
Avila,  who  met  Alvarado*s  party  to  adjuft  fome  difference  about 
bounds.  We  remained  here  together  for  three  days,  Alvarado  at  this 
time  fent  one  Gafpar  Arias  de  Avila,  a  confidential  friend  of  his  to 
treat  with  Captain  Pedro  Arias,  about  fome  particular  bufinefs,  I  be- 
lieve relative  to  a  marriage;  for  Captain  P.  A.  de  Avila  feemed  much 
devoted  to  Alvarado. 

Continuing  our  march,  we  croffed  a  hoflile  country  where  the 
natives  killed  one  of  our  foldiers,  and  wounded  three  others.  The 
want  of  time  prevented  our  punifhing  them  as  they  defer ved.  Further 
on,  in  Guatimala,  thty  had  alfo  manned  the  pafTes  againft  us,  and  we 
were  detained  three  days  in  forcing  our  way ;  here  1  received  a  wound 
of  an  arrow,  but  it  was  of  little  confequence.  We  then  arrived  at  the 
valley  where  the  city  of  Guatimala  is  now  built,  the  people  of  which 
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were  all  hoflile;  I  recolle6t  that  here  we  had  a  number  of  fhocks  of  an 
earthquake,  very  long  in  their  duration,  and  fo  violent  as  to  throw  fe- 
veral  of  the  foldiers  to  the  ground. 

When  we  pafled  old  Guatimala,  the  natives  had  afTembled  to  give 
us  an  hoftile  reception,  but  w^e  drove  them  away  before  us,  and  took 
pofTeflion  of  their  magnificent  dwellings  and  quadrangles,  for  that 
night,  and  on  the  enfuing  day  we  hutted  ourfelves  on  the  plain,  where 
we  halted  for  ten  days ;  during  which  time  Alvarado  fent  fummons  to 
the  neighbouring  Indians,  to  come  in  and  fubmit.  We  delayed  here 
to  receive  their  anfwers,  which  none  of  them  thought  proper  to  fend. 
We  then  proceeded  on  our  journey  by  long  marches,  until  we  reached 
the  ftation  of  Alvarado *s  main  force,  at  Olintepeque.  After  halting 
there  for  fome  days  we  proceeded  on  towards  Mexico,  by  Soconuzco, 
and  Teguantepeque.  On  this  march  we  loft  two  of  our  Spaniards,  and 
the  Mexican  lord  Juan  Velafquez  who  had  been  a  chief  under  Guati- 
motzin. 

When  we  arrived  at  Guaxaca,  we  learned  the  news  of  the  death 
of  the  governor  Ponce  de  Leon.     Anxioufly  prefTing  forward  for  Mex- 
ico, we  arrived  at  Chalco,  from  whence  we  fent  forward  meflengers  tOr 
Cortes  to  inform  him  of  our  approach,  and  requefting  that  he  would 
provide  us  good  quarters,  which  we  much  required,  for  it  was  now 
two  years  and  three  months  fince  we  fet  out  upon  our  expedition.     As 
Cortes  knew  of  our  approach,  he  rode  out  with  many  cavaliers  to  meet 
us  on  the  caufeway,  and  accompany  us  into  the  city.     We  went  on 
our  arrival,  to  the  great  church,  to  return  our  thanks  to  God.     From 
thence  we  attended  the  general  to  his  palace,  where  he  had  a  fumptu- 
ous  entertainment  provided  for  us.     Alvarado  went  to  his  relidence  in 
the  fortrefs,  of  which  he  had  been  appointed  alcalde.     Luis  Marin, 
went  to  lodge  with  Sandoval,  and  I  and  another  friend  named  Captaia 
Luis  Sanchez,  were  taken  by  Andrez  de  Tapia  to  his  houfe.    Sandoval 
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and  all  our  friends,  and  Cortes  among  the  reft,  fent  us  prefents  of 
neceffaries,  as  alfo  gold  and  cocoa  for  our  expences. 

On  the  next  day  my  friend  and  I,  accompanied  by  Sandoval  and 
Andres  de  Tapia,  proceeded  to  wait  upon  the  governor  Aguilar,  who 
received  us  with  much  politenefs,  but  declared  his  inability  to  make 
any  new  arrangements,  the  whole  being  left  to  his  Majefty's  arbitration ; 
but  that  if  he  was  authorifed,  he  would  do  every  thing  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  give  us  fatisfa(5tion.  At  this  time  arrived  from  the  Ifland  of 
Cuba,  Diego  de  Ordaz  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  as  the  circulat- 
or of  the  report  of  our  deaths ;  he  was  feverely  taxed  for  his  impropri- 
ety, but  moft  folemnly  denied  it  to  us,  averring  that  he  had  only  written 
an  account  of  the  unfortunate  affair  at  Xicalonga  as  it  really  happened, 
and  any  mifreprefentation  that  was  made,  the  fad:or  was  accountable 
for;  and  for  the  truth  of  what  he  afferted  he  referred  to  his  letters. 
Cortes  had  at  this  time  too  much  buiinefs  on  his  hands  to  embarrafs 
himfelf  any  further  with  this;  he  therefore  thought  proper  to  drop  it, 
and  endeavour  to  refcue  his  property,  which  had  been  difpofed  of  upon 
the  fuppofition  of  his  death.  A  great  part  of  it  had  been  appropriated 
to  the  expences  of  celebrating  his  funeral  fervice,  and  to  the  faying  maf- 
fes  for  his  foul  and  ours,  to  give  credit  to  the  report;  and  thefe 
perpetual  maiTes  which  had  been  fo  purchaied  out  of  the  property  of 
Cortes  upon  the  fuppolition  of  his  death,  and  for  the  good  of  his  foul, 
were  now  that  he  was  found  to  be  alive,  and  no  longer  to  be  in  need  of 
them,  purchafed  by  one  Juan  de  Caceres,  for  the  benefit  of  his  own 
foul,  whenever  he  was  to  die;  fo  that  Cortes  was  more  removed  from 
the  re-attainment  of  his  property  than  ever. 

Ordas  who  was  a  wife  man  and  one  of  experience  in  worldly  affairs, 
feeing  that  Cortes  was  negle(5led  and  had  fallen  in  public  eftimation 
fince  his  being  fuperceded  by  the  governor  Ponce  de  Leon,  advifed  him 
to  afTume  more  confequence  and  a  more  ftately  appearance  than  his  na- 
tural difpofition  prompted  him  to,  in  order  to  maintain  the  refped:  that 
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was  due  to  him;  but  fuch  was  his  natural  plainnefs  of  manners,  that  he 
never  at  any  time  hked  to  be  called  otherwife  than  fimply,  Cortes,  and 
truly  it  was  a  great  and  noble  name  in  itfelf,  and  as  much  revered  as 
.Csefar's  and  Pompey's  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  HannibaFs  among 
the  Carthaginians,  or  in  our  time  that  of  Gonzalo  Hernandez,  or  the  mofl 
valiant  and  ever  invincible  Diego  Garcia  de  Paredes.  Ordaz  alfo  in- 
formed Cortes  of  the  report  that  was  circulated  through  Mexico,  of  its 
being  his  intention  to  put  the  fadlor  to  death  privately  in  jail;  and  he 
warned  him  of  the  man  being  powerfully  patronifed. 

The  treafurer  Eflrada  at  this  time  married  off  two  of  his  daughters; 
one  to  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  another  to  Don  Luis  de  Guzman  fon  to  the 
Count  De  Caftellar.  It  was  then  fettled  that  Pedro  de  Alvarado  fhould 
go  to  Caftille  to  folicit  the  government  of  Guatimala,  and  he  in  the 
mean  time  fent  his  brother  Jorge  to  that  province  with  a  force  of  our 
allies  of  different  nations,  to  reduce  it.  The  governor  alfo  about  that 
period  fent  a  force  againft  the  province  of  Chiapa  under  the  command 
of  Don  Juan  Enriquez  de  Guzman,  a  near  relation  of  the  duke  of  Me- 
dina Sidonia;  another  to  the  province  of  Tabafco  under  Balthafar Offo- 
rio,  and  a  third  againft  the  Zapotecan  mountaineers  under  Alonzo  de, 
Herrera,  one  of  our  veterans.. 

After  lingering  for  eight  months,  the  governor  Marcos  de  Aguilar 
gave  up  the  ghoft,  leaving  by  teftament  the  treafurer  Alonzo  de  Eilrada 
his  fucceffor.  At  this  time,  the  council  of  Mexico  and  many  principal 
Spaniards  were  folicitous  that  Cortes  fhould  be  alTociated  with  the  trea- 
furer in  the  government,  the  latter  appearing  entirely  incompetent  at  the 
prefent  jun<5ture,  rnore  particularly  for  the  following  reafon.  Nuno 
de  Guzman  who  had  for  two  years  governed  the  province  of  Panuco, 
was  a  nian  of  a  moff  furious  and  tyrannical  difpofition,  arbitrarily  extend- 
ing the  bounds  of  his  jurifdid:ion,  and  putting  to  death  all  who  dared 
to  oppofe  his  will.  Thus  Pedro  Gonzalez  de  Truxillo,  a  perfon  of  no- 
ble condition,  afferting  with  truth,  that  his  diftrid  was  a  dependency  of 
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Mexico,  the  other  without  any  ceremony  ordered  him  to.  be  immedi- 
ately hanged,  which  was  accordingly  done,  contrary  to  all  juftice. 
He  alfo  put  many  other  Spaniards  to  death,  apparently  for  no  reafon 
except  to  make  himfelf  feared,  and  fet  the  authority  of  the  governor  of 
Mexico  at  defiance.  In  order  therefore  to  curb  the  infolence  of  Guz- 
man, it  was  the  wifh  of  many  that  Cortes  (hould  take  a  fliare  in  the 
government,  but  he  was  utterly  adverfe  to  it,  knowing  the  difficulties, 
and  the  dangerous  power  and  more  dangerous  malignity  of  his  enemies, 
for  as  ufual,  upon  the  death  of  Aguilar  the  flory  was  again  induftri- 
oufly  circulated,  that  it  was  owing  to  poifon  given  him  by  Cortes. 

It  was  determined  on  the  peremptory  refufal  of  the  latter,  that 
Sandoval  who  was  alguazil  major,  (hould  atl  conjointly  with  the  trea- 
furer,  and  he  was  willingly  accepted  as  an  alTociate  by  him.  His  firft 
bufinefs  on  entering  into  office  was,  to  endeavour  to  bring  to  juflice  one 
Ruano,  who  had  fled  from  Mexico  for  fome  crime.  He  fince  became 
a  rich  man,  for,  efcaping  for  the  prefent,  he  eluded  juflice  altogether, 
though  Sandoval  did  his  utmofl  to  apprehend  him. 

Certain  perfons,  the  inveterate  and  active  enemies  of  Cortes,  now 
perfuaded  the  treafurer  to  write  to  Caftille,  to  reprefent  at  court,  that  he 
had  been  compelled  by  the  influence  of  Cortes,  toafTociate  Sandoval  with 
him  in  the  government,  contrary  to  his  inclination,  and  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  fervice.  They  by  the  fame  opportunity  tranfmitted  -a  volume  of 
malignant  falfehoods,  which  they  had  raked  up  againfl  the  general, 
fuch  as  that  he  had  poifoned  Luis  Ponce  de  Leon,  and  Marcos  de  Agui- 
lar the  governors,  as  alfo  the  Adelantado  Garay,  and  that  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  admin ifler  arfenic  in  cheefecakes  to  a  number  of  people  at 
a  feafl.  Alfo  that  he  was  plotting  the  fecret  murders  of  the  veedor  and 
fadtorinjail.  All  which  lies  wtre  fupported  by  the  induflry  of  the 
contador  Albornoz,  who  was  then  in  Caftille.  He  was  alfo  charged 
flrongly  as  to  the  death  of  his  firft  wife,  and  thefe  things  being  thus 
urged,  Cortes  was  in  part  judged  unheard,  an  order  being  fent  to  rcleafe 
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the  vecdor  and  fa(5lor,  and  an  officer  named  Don  Pedro  dc  la  Cueva 
commendador  major  of  Alcantara,  was  ordered  to  go  with  three  hun- 
dred foldiers,  at  the  coft  of  Cortes,  and  in  cafe  of  his  guilt  being  prov- 
ed, to  inflid  the  punifliment  of  death  upon  him,  and  diflribute  his 
property  amongft  the  veteran  conquerors  of  Mexico.  This  was  how- 
ever to  be  done  under  the  judgment  of  a  royal  court  of  audience,  to  be 
prefent  upon  the  fpot  for  the  purpofe.  All  thefe  preparations  however 
ended  in  nothing;  for  neither  Don  Pedro  de  la  Cueva,  nor  the  court  of 
royal  audience  ever  arrived. 

The  treafurer  was  now  greatly  elevated  by  the  countenance  which 
he  received  at  court,  and  which  he  attributed  to  his  being  confidered  a 
fon  of  the  catholic  king.  He  difpofed  of  governments  at  his  pleafure, 
fending  his  relation  Mazariejos  to  make  enquiry  into  the  condud:  of 
Don  Juan  Enriquez  de  Guzman  in  Chiapa,  where  they  fay  more  pil- 
lage and  plunder  took  place  than  ought  to  have  done.  He  alfo  fent  a 
force  againft  the  Zapotecans  and  Minxes  under  one  De  Barrios,  faid  to 
be  a  brave  foldier,  and  who  had  ferved  in  Italy.  I  do  not  mean  Barrios 
of  Seville,  the  brother-in-law  of  Cortes.  This  officer  marched  againll: 
them  with  a  hundred  foldiers,  but  the  natives  furprifed  him  one 
night,  and  killed  him  with  feven  more  of  the  party.  Such  was  the 
difference  between  us  the  veteran  conquerors,  and  thefe  raw  half  formed 
foldiers,  who  did  not  know  the  arts  and  flratagems  of  the  enemy.  The 
governor  alfo  fent  a  hundred  of  the  new  foldiers,  under  the  command 
of  a  particular  friend  named  Figuero,  to  the  province  of  Guaxaca.  On 
his  route  by  the  Zapotecans,  Figuero  fell  in  with  a  captain  left  in  com- 
mand there  by  Marcos  de  Aguiiar,  named  Alonzo  Herrera,  and  fome 
difpute  arifing  between  them,  fwords  were  drawn,  Herrera  wounding 
Figuero,  and  three  other  foldiers  who  were  with  him.  Figuero  find- 
ing himfelf  not  able  to  go  into  the  field,  and  his  foldiers  not  being  fit 
for  expeditions  in  the  mountains,  thought  proper  to  fearch  for  and 
break  open  the  fepulchres,  in  which  the  ancient  chiefs  of  thofe  coun- 
tries were  interred,  to  make  prize  of  the  gold,  which  according  to 
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cuftom  was  buried  with  them.  In  this  manner  he  collected  to  the 
value  of  above  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  and  with  this  wealth, 
which  was  incrcafed  by  prefents,  he  fet  off  for  Mexico,  leaving  the 
provinces  in  a  worfe  flate  than  he  found  them.  From  Mexico  he  went 
to  Vera  Cruz,  and  embarking  for  Caflille,  the  vefTel  in  which  he  failed 
W'as  lofl  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  he  and  all  his  wealth  went  to  the  bot- 
ton.  The  bufinefs  of  fubjedting  thefe  Indians  was  finally  left  to  us,  the 
conquerors  of  Guacacualco,  who  at  length  brought  them  to  peace,  for 
their  cuftom  was  to  fubmit  during  the  fummer,  and  to  break  into  rebel- 
lion as  foon  as  the  torrents  made  their  country  inacceilible.  I  was  on 
three  expeditions  againft  them.  The  town  of  St.  Alfonfo  is  now  built 
there,  to  keep  them  in  fubje(ftion. 

When  the  governor  heard  how  his  friend  had  been  maltreated  by 
Figucro,  he  fcnt  the  officers  of  juftice  to  apprehend  him;  he  however 
efcaped  to  the  rocks  and  woods,  but  they  took  a  foldier  who  ufed  to 
accompany  him,  and  brought  him  prifoner  to  Mexico,  where,  without 
a  hearing,  the  governor  ordered  his  right  hand  to  be  flruck  off.  His 
name  was  Cortejo,  and  by  birth  he  was  a  gentleman. 

•  A  fervant  of  Sandoval  alfo  at  this  time  wounded  a  fervant  of  the 
treafurer,  in  a  quarrel.  The  treafurer  had  himarreffed,  and  command- 
ed his  right  hand  to  be  cut  off.  Cortes  and  Sandoval  were  at  this  time 
at  a  place  called  Quernavaca,  partly  from  motives  of  prudence.  On 
hearing  of  this  infult  they  pofted  off*  to  Mexico,  and  it  is  faid  that  Cor- 
tes ufed  fuch  expreilions  to  the  treafurer  upon  the  fubjedt,  as  to  put  the 
latter  in  fear  of  his  life.  He  called  his  friends  about  him  to  form  a 
guard  for  his  perfon,  and  immediately  releafed  the  veedor  and  facftor 
from  jail.  By  their  advice  the  governor  was  then  induced  to  iffue  an 
order,  for  the  inftant  expulfion  of  Cortes  from  Mexico.  This  being 
reprefented  to  Cortes,  he  declared  his  readinefs  to  obey,  iince  it  was  the 
will  of  God,  that  he  who  had  gained  that  city,  at  the  expence  of  his 
beff  blood,  by  day  and  by  night,  ihould  be  banifhed  from  it,  by  the 
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bafe  and  unworthy :  and  that  he  would  fet  out  immediately,  and  de- 
mand juftice  from  his  Majefty. 

Inftantly  therefore  quitting  the  city,  he  went  to  one  of  his  country 
refidences  at  Cuyoacan,  from  whence  in  a  few  days  he  proceeded  to- 
wards the  coaft.  At  this  time  the  lady  of  the  treafurer,  a  perfon  well 
worthy  of  memory  for  her  many  \irtues,  feeing  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  likely  to  refult  from  his  abfurd  and  arbitrary  conducfl,  expoftu- 
lated  with  him  on  it,  reminding  him  of  the  many  favours  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Cortes,  the  ingratitude  with  which  he  had  repaid  him,  and 
the  many  friends  that  Cortes  had.  Tlicfc  reprefentations  are  faid  to  have 
operated  on  the  mind  of  the  treafarcr,  fo  as  to  caufe  lincere  repentance 
of  the  (leps  that  he  had  taken. 

At  this  time  arrived  in  New  Spain  Fray  Julian  Garrios,  firfl  bifliop 
of  TIafcala,  and  who  in  honour  to  our  lord  the  moil  chriftian  Emperor 
was  named  Carolenfe.     When  this  reverend  prelate  heard  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  governor  againft  Cortes,  he  was  highly  difpleafed  with 
them,  and  two  days  after  his  arrival  in  Mexico  where  he  was  received 
with  great  pomp, .  at  the  requeft  of  the  governor,  he  undertook  to  me- 
diate betwixt  them.     Many  of  thefe  feditious  perfons  fuch  as  there  are 
in  all  focieties,  knowing  the  difTatlsfadtlon  of  Cortes,  offered  him  their 
fervices  if  he  would  fet  himfelf  up  as  an  independent  monarch,  in  New 
Spain.     Thefe  people  he  immediately  arrefted,  threatening  to  put  them 
to  death,  and  he  wrote  diredly  to  the  blfhop  of  TIafcala,  to  inform 
him  of  the  treafon.     He  had  alfo  received  fimilar  offers  from  Mexico, 
which  he  treated  in  the  fame  manner.     The  reports  of  what  was  going 
on  however,  fo  terrified  the  veedor  and^ador,  who  did  not  know  to 
what  extent  Cortes  might  be  induced  to  go,  that  they  became  inceffant 
in  their  folicitations  to  the  governor  to  accelerate  the  departure  of  the 
bifhop  of  TIafcala.  This  prelate  having  waited  upon  Cortes,  and  found 
-every  part  of  his  condud:  perfedly  to  his  fatisfadion,  wrote  back  to 
Mexico  to  inform  the  government  there  of  the  refult  of  his  obfervations ; 
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the  unalterable  determination  of  Cortes  to  go  to  Old  Spain,  and  a  fcverc 
cenfure  from  himfelf,  upon  the  mifcondudt  of  thofe  who  had  been  the 
caufe  of  his  quitting  Mexico.  I  do  not  know  whether  Cortes  returned 
to  that  city  in  order  to  arrange  his  private  concerns,  but  he  appointed 
feveral  agents  for  that  purpofe,  the  principal  of  whom  was  the  licenti- 
ate Altamirano.  He  brought  with  him  from  Mexico  many  curiofities 
of  the  country  for  his  Majefty,  fuch  as  various  kinds  of  birds  unknown 
in  Europe,  two  tigers,  many  barrels  of  ambergris  and  indurated  balfam, 
and  another  kind  that  refembled  oil,  four  Indians  expert  at  playing  the 
flick  with  their  feet,  other  Indian  dancers  who  had  a  manner  of  appear- 
ing as  if  they  flew  in  the  air,  three  humpbacked  dwarfs  of  extraordinary 
deformity,  and  alfo  fome  male  and  feihale  Indians  whofe  fkins  were 
remarkable  for  their  whitenefs,  and  who  have  a  natural  defe(5tof  vifion. 
He  was  alfo  attended  by  feveral  young  chiefs  of  the  Tlafcalan  and  Mex- 
ican nations,  whom  he  confented  to  take  to  Europe  with  him,  at  their 
own  requefls. 
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CHAPTER     IX. 


Cortes  goes  to  Europe;  is  created  Marquis  of  the  Valley 
of  Guaxaca.  Account  of  various  tranfatiions  and  occurrences 
in  Old  and  New  Spain,  Death  and  ekaraEler  of  the  Marquis 
^f  the  Valley^ 
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'ORTES  now  received  letters  fram  the  prelident  of  tHe  Indies,  tik 
Duke  of  Bejar,  and  feveral  other  of  his  friends,  informing  him  of  the 
neceffity  of  his  appearance  in  Caftille,  to  do  away  the  malignant  accufa- 
tions  of  his  enemies.  Others  alfo  informed  him  of  the  death  of  his  father 
Martin  Cortes.  Having  performed  the  funeral  obfequies  to  his  father, 
he  ordered  two  fliips  to  be  purchafed,  which  he  ftored  with  fuch  quan- 
tities of  provifions  of  every  kind,  that  the  overplus  when  he  arrived  m 
Spain,  would  have  fufficed  for  a  two  years  voyage. 

For  making  thefe  preparations  he  employed  his  major  domo  who 
was  named  Efquival.  This  ofiicer  croiling  the  lake  of  Mexico  to  Ayot- 
cingo  in  a  large  canoe  with  fix  Indian  rowers  and  one  Negro,  and  hav- 
ing fome  ingots  of  gold  in  his  pofTefiion,  was  way-laid  and  murdered 
Ibmewhere  on  the  lake.  The  manner  of  his  death  never  was  known, 
neither  canoe,  Indians,  or  Negro,  ever  being  traced.  The  body  of 
Efquival  was  found  four  days  after  in  a  fmall  ifland,  half  eaten  by  birds 
of  prey.  There  were  many  fufpicions  entertained  about  this  affair;  the 
man  was  iaid  to  be  a  great  boafter  of  the  favours  he  received  from  the 
ladies.  There  were  alfo  other  bad  ftories  told  of  him,  which  gave  rife 
to  fufpicions  of  fuch  a  nature  as  r  cannot  relate;  no  great  enquiry  was^ 
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made  as  to  his  death,  God  pardon  him  his  fins  I  Cortes  appointed  other 
officers  to  complete  the  preparations  for  his  voyage.  He  offered  by  pro- 
clamation a  free  pafTage  to  all  fuch  Spaniards  as  obtained  a  permiflion 
from  the  government  to  go  to  Caftille,  and  a  fupply  of  provifions  to 
them  on  the  voyage. 

All  things  being  ready,  and  having  confefled  and  comulgatcd,  he 
embarked  in  company  with  Sandoval,  Tapia,  and  other  cavaliers,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  forty  one  days  arrived  in  Europe,  difembarking  near 
the  town  of  Palos;  as  foon  as  he  fet  his  foot  on  fhore  he  fell  on  his 
knees,  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  his  mercies.  His  arrival  in  Old 
Spain  was  in  the  month  of  December  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  feven.  To  good  fortune  fucceeded  grief,  by  the  death 
of  the  brave  Captain  Sandoval,  after  a  lingering  ficknefs,  at  his  lodg- 
ings in  the  houfe  of  a  rope  maker  at  Palos,  who,  in  his  prefence,  rob- 
bed him  of  thirteen  bars  of  gold.  This  rogue  perceiving  his  weak  fitu- 
ation,  fent  his  fervants  on  a  pretended  meflfage  from  Sandoval  to  Cortes, 
who  was  then  at  Nueftra  Senora  de  la  Ravida,  and  having  the  houfe  to 
himfelf,  went  into  SandovaFs  room,  and  breaking  open  his  cheft,  took 
out  the  gold,  while  our  poor  friend  lay  in  bed  unable  to  refift  him,  and 
apprehenfive,  if  he  made  any  outcry,  that  the  fellow  would  fmother 
him  in  the  bedclothes.  As  foon  as  he  had  got  the  gold  he  made  his 
^fcape  with  it  into  Portugal,  where  he  could  not  be  purfued.  Cortes 
fhortly  after  arrived,  and  was  informed  of  what  had  happened,  but 
purfuit  was  too  la'te.  Sandoval  then  grew  worfe  every  hour,  and  the 
phyficians  recommended  confeffion;  which  being  done,  and  having 
received  the  holy  facrament,  in  a  fhort  time  after  he  gave  up  the  ghofi:, 
but  not  before  he  had  made  a  will,  whereby  he  left  his  property  to  a 
fifter  who  afterwards  married  a  natural  fon  of  the  Count  de  Medelin. 
Sandoval  died  univerfally  regretted.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  great 
train  of  mourners,  among  whom  was  Cortes.  God  pardon  him  his 
fins!  amen. 
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Cortes  fent  an  exprefs  to  his  Majcfty,  and  alfo  to  his  patrons  at 
court,  informing  them  of  his  arrival,  ;ind  alfo  of  the  death  of  his  friend 
Sandoval,  whofe  merits  and  fervices  wtre.  known  to  his  Majefty,  and 
for  whofe  lofs  he  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  great  regret.  The  Duke  oi 
Bejar  and  the  Count  of  Aguilar,  on  receiving  the  intelligence,  waited  ^ 
on  his  Maje%,  but  found  him  in  polTeiTion  of  it  by  the  letter  of  Cortes. 
His  Majefty  feemed  to  have  at  prefent  a  convicflion  of  that  officer's  loy^ 
alty,  for  which  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Bejar  had  been  three  times  obli- 
ged to  engage  his  life,  for  he  was  pleafed  to  order  that  in  ail  the  cities 
and  towns  through  which  Cortes  paffcd,  he  fliould  be  received  with 
the  higheil:  honour ^ 

When  he  arrived  at  Seville  he  was  entertained  there  by  the  Duke 
of  Medina  Sidonia,  who  made  him  a  prefent  of  feveral  beautiful  horfes. 
From  thence  he  proceeded,  to  attend  the  nine  days  devotions  to  our  Lady 
of  Guadeloupe.  Donna  Maria,  wife  of  the  commendador  Don  Fran- 
cifco  de  los  Cobos,  with  many  other  ladies  of  great  rank  arrived  at  the 
fame  time.  As  foon  as  Cortes  had  paid  his  devotions,  given  charity  to 
the  poor,  and  ordered  mafs  to  be  faid,  he  went  attended  by  all  his  re- 
tinue of  cavaliers  to  pay  his  refpedls  to  Donna  Maria,  the  beautiful  lady 
her  iifter,  and  the  many  others  of  diflinguifhed  rank,  who  were,  in  her 
company.  Here  Cortes  had  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  that  polite- 
nefs,  gallantry,  and  generolity,  in  which  he  furpaffed  all  men.  He 
made  prefents  of  golden  ornaments  of  great  value,  to  all,  but  more  ef- 
pecially  to  Donna  Maria  and  her  fifter :  and  to  each  lady  he  gave  a  pen- 
ache  of  green  feathers,  richly  ornamented  with  gold.  He  then  produ- 
ced his  Indian  dancers  who  threw  the  ftick  from  one  foot  to  another, 
to  the  aflonifhment  of  the  fpeClators,  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  undcr-i 
ftanding  that  one  of  the  mules  belonging  to  the  lifter  of  Donna  Maria 
was  unable  to  travel,  he  caufed  to  be  purchafed  for  her  two  of  the  fineil 
that  could  be  procured  for  money.  He  alfo  waited  the  departure  of  thofe 
ladies  for  the  court,  attending  them  upon  the  journey  and  providing 
magnificent  entertainments   for  them,  the  honours  of  which  he  did 
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with  a  grace  peculiar  to  himfelf,  infomuch  that  Donna  Maria  de  Men- 
doza  began  to  entertain  thoughts  of  an  alliance  between  her  fifter  and 
Cortes.  However  in  marriages  as  in  other  cafes  it  is  the  hand  of  God 
which  leads  us,  and  therefore  no  more  need  be  faid  upon  the  fubje(5t. 
Donna  Maria  was  fo  taken  with  the  politenefs  and  generofity  of  Cortes, 
that  fhe  wrote  to  the  commendador  of  Leon  faying,  that  the  fame  of 
Cortes  and  his  heroic  acSlions  was  far  fhort  of  the  judgment  which  muft 
be  formed  of  him,  by  thofe  who  had  the  good  fortune  of  his  acquain- 
tance, and  brought  over  her  hufband  completely  to  his  intereft. 

W^hen  our  general  arrived  at  court,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to* 
appoint  the  apartments  to  receive  him,  and  his  friends  came  out  in  a 
body  to  meet  him  on  the  road.  On  the  enfuing  day  he  went  by  per- 
miffion  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  Majefty's  feet,  being  attended  by  the 
Duke  of  Bejar,  the  admiral  of  the  Indies,  and  the  commendador  of 
Leon.  His  Majefty  commanded  him  to  rife,  and  Cortes,  after  a  fhort 
enumeration  of  his  fervices,  and  vindication  of  his  condu(5t  from  the 
afperlions  of  his  enemies,  prefented  a  memorial  wherein  the  whole  was 
fully  detailed.  His  Majefly  having  received  it,  commanded  him  to 
rife,  and  immediately  honoured  him  with  the  title  of  Marquis  del  Valle, 
and  the  order  of  St.  Jago.  He  alfo  gave  him  an  eftate  to  maintain  his 
new  dignity,  and  confirmed  him  captain  general  of  New  Spain  and  of 
the  fouth  feas.  Cortes,  thus  loaded  with  honours,  retired  from  the 
royal  prefence  to  receive  in  a  few  days  a  flill  greater  than  all.  Shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  Toledo  he  fell  dangeroufly  ill ;  when  the  Emperor 
heard  it,  he  did  him  the  honour  of  paying  him  a  vifit  in  perfon.  He 
however  recovered  in  a  Ihort  time,  and  the  particular  favour  of  his 
Majefty  encouraged  him  to  affume  a  rank  and  character  equal  to  his 
high  title.  One  funday  that  his  Majefly  was  at  mafs  in  the  cathedral, 
and  feated  according  to  cuflom  with  his  nobility  each  in  his  proper  fla- 
tion,  Cortes,  defignedly  as  it  is  faid,  came  there  late,  and  after  all  were 
feated;  and  pafling  before  the  whole  of  them,  took  his  place  next  to 
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the  Count  de  Nafao,  who  was  nearefl  to  the  Emperor.  This  gave 
great  offence  to  many  though  others  faid  it  was  by  the  Emperor*s  defire. 
Indeed  Cortes  began  to  feel  his  elevation  fo  much,  that  it  made  him 
not  hold  fome  of  his  former  patrons  in  the  eftimation  he  ought, 
all  his  attention  being  beflowed  on  the  Duke  of  Bejar,  the  Count  de 
Nafao,  and  the  admiral.  Thinking  that  now  the  ball  was  at  his  foot 
with  the  fupport  of  fuch  great  men,  he  applied  to  the  Emperor  for  the 
government  of  New  Spain;  this  requeft,  though  fupported  by  his 
patrons,  did  not  fucceed,  his  Majefty  thinking  he  had  done  fuffi- 
ciently  and  that  fome  of  his  attention  was  due  to  thofe  conquerors,  by 
whofe  afliftance  he  had  gained  that  country.  From  this  time  Cortes 
did  not  feem  fo  much  in  favour  as  before. 

His  Majefly  was  then  proceeding  on  his  journey  to  Flanders.  After 
his  departure,  the  marriage  took  place  between  the  Marquis  del  Valle, 
and  Donna  Juana  de  Zuniga,  on  which  occafion  he  prefented  his  lady 
with  the  mofl  magnificent  jewels  that  ever  had  been  in  Caftille.  Her 
Majefty  Queen  Ifabella,  from  the  account  given  by  the  lapidaries,  ex- 
preffed  a  wifh  to  have '  fome,  which  Cortes  accordingly  prefented  her 
with,  but  it  is  faid  that  they  were  not  fo  fine  or  fo  valuable  as  thofe 
which  he  gave  to  his  lady.  - 

I  will  now  relate  fome  other  circumftances,  fuch  as  I  have  heard 
concerning  him  while  he  refided  in  Caftille.  One  was,  that  Queen 
Ifabella  was  not  his  friend  on  account  of  the  appearances  of  ingratitude 
in  his  condud:  to  his  patrons,  and  alfo  in  confequence  of  the  inferiority 
of  the  prefents  which  he  made  her.  However  fhe  ordered  in  the  Em- 
peror's abfence,  that  he  fhould  have  every  fupport  from  the  council  of 
the  Indies.  Cortes  at  this  time  obtained  permifTion  to  fit  out  two  fhips 
on  a  voyage  of  difcovery  to  the  fouth  feas,  with  a  condition  that  he 
fhould  enjoy  certain  rights  and  revenues  from  whatever  lands  were  acqui- 
red to  the  crown  of  Spain.  Don  Pedro  de  la  Cueva  was  at  this  time  at 
court ;  this  was  the  officer  who  was  to  have  gone  to  Mexico  to  try,  and 
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if  found  guilty,  to  execute  Cortes.  They  were  now  on  the  moil  ami- 
cable and  intimate  footing.  Don  Pedro  told  him  that  even  his  innocence 
would  have  been  fufficiently  expenfive  to  him,  as  the  coils  of  the  expe- 
dition, which  he  muil  have  paid,  amounted  to  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns.  All  thofe,  and  other  particulars  we  received  an 
account  of  in  private  letters,  as  well  from  the  Marquis  del  Valle,  as  from 
other  perfons.  He  now  fent  a  gentleman  to  Rome,  to  kifs  the  feet  of 
his  Holinefs  Pope  Clement,  and  with  a  rich  prefent  of  gold,  filvcr,  and 
jewels.  He  alfo  fent  fome  of  the  Indians  who  played  with  the  ilick, 
and  a  full  memorial  of  all  circumflances  concerning  the  newly  difcovcrcd 
country.  He  alfo  took  this  opportunity  to  fupplicate  for  a  partial  remif- 
ilon  of  the  tithes  of  New  Spain. 

This  gentleman,  Juan  de  Herrada,  was  a  brave  foldier,  who  at- 
tended Cortes  in  his  expedition  to  Honduras.  After  he  returned  from 
Europe  he  went  to  Peru,  where  Don  Diego  de  Almagro  left  him  in  the 
office  of  governor  to  his  fon.  He  was  highly  in  the  coniidence  of  this 
family,  and  ferved  as  Maeilre  de  Campo  to  the  young  Almagro ;  he 
was  alfo  captain  of  the  party  which  killed  Don  Francifco  Pizarro  the 
elder. 

His  Holinefs  on  the  receipt  of  the  letters  returned  thanks  to  God 
for  the  opportunity  of  making  fo  many  thoufand  converts  to  the  holy 
faith.  He  alfo  praifed  the  ferviccs  rendered  by  us,  to  the  church  and 
our  monarch,  and  fent  us  bulls  of  indulgence  from  penalties  ofouriins, 
with  others  for  churches  and  hofpitals.  In  regard  to  the  tithes,  I  do 
not  know  what  was  done.  The  Indians  were  brought  to  dance  before 
his  Holinefs  and  the  cardinals,  who  expreffed  their  high  fatisfad;ion  at 
their  performances.  After  Herrada  had  concluded  his  buiinefs  at  Rome, 
he'returned  with  a  liberal  reward  from  Pope  Clement,  who  gave  him 
the  title  and  rank  of  count  palatine,  and  wrote  by  him,  ibongly  requeil- 
ing  for  him  a  grant  of  a  confiderable  plantation  in  New  Spain,  which 
he  never  received,  and  in  confequence  went  to  Peru, 
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While  Cortes  was  ia  Caflille,  the  members  of  the  foy^l  court  ^f 
audience  arrived  in  Me?cico.  Nunq  de  Guzman  formerly  governor  of 
Panuco  was  the  prefident.  The  Oydors  were,  four  Hcentiates,  by  name 
Matienzo,  Delgadillo,  Maldonado,  (I  do  not  mean  Alonzo  Maldon^dp 
the  good  who  was  governor  of  Guatimala)  and  Parada.  Thefe  magif- 
trates  from  their  firft  arrival  (hewed  a  determination  to  dojuflice.  They 
were  armed  with  greater  powers  than  any  officers  ever  fent  by  his 
Majefty  to  New  Spain.  They  were  alfo  intrufled  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  final  partition  of  landed  property,  wherein  his  Majefty  had 
particularly  charged  them  to  take  care  of  the  interefts  of  the  conquerors. 
On  their  arrival,  they  iffued  a  proclamation,  requiring  the  attendance 
of  an  agent  from  each  fettlcmicnt,  with  memorials  and  returns  of  the 
feveral  diftridts.  The  agents  all  arrived  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days.  I 
was  then  in  Mexico  on  my  office  of  procurador  findico  of  the  town  of 
Guacacualco ;  I  polled  off  to  the  lafl:  mentioned  place,  in  order  to  at- 
tend at  the  election  of  the  agents,  about  which  there  was  a  violent  con- 
teft  but  plurality  of  voices  decided  it  in  favour  of  Captain  Luis  Marin 
and  myfelf.  When  we  arrived  at  Mexico  we  found  that  two  of  the 
oydors  were  dead  of  pleurifies,  and  that  the  factor  Salazar  had  acquired 
fo  complete  an  afcendency  over  the  others,  that  they  did  nothing  but  as 
he  advifed  them.  It  was  lucky  for  Cortes  that  he  was  not  at  Mexico; 
the  death  of  the  two  oydors  would  have  been  certainly  laid  to  his 
charge. 

The  agents  now  called  loudly  for  a  final  repartition;  but  the  facflor 
had  perfuaded  the  prefident  and  oydors,  not  to  agree  to  that  which 
would  be  a  diminution  of  their  influence,  by  taking  fo  much  patronage 
put  of  their  hands.  It  was  j^lfo  fettled,  that  Salazar  fliould  go  to  Europe 
to  folicit  the  government  of  New  Spain  for  the  prefident  Guzrnan.  He 
acHiually  failed,  but  being  overtaken  by  a  fi:orm  was  fhip wrecked  on  the 
coaft  near  Guacacualco,  from  whence  he  returned  to  Mexico.  The 
treafurer  Ellrada  died  in  a  (hort  time  after  his  being  fuperfeded,  which 
he  was  more  by  his  own  tamerieft  than  from  any  right  they  could  prove 
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from  his  Majefly^s  orders,  for  they  were,  that  he  fhould  govern  iulelyj 
nor  was  any  thing  faid  of  afTociating  Guzman  with  him ;  whereas  the 
latter  ufurped  the  government  to  himfelf  entirely,  from  the  time  he  was 
appointed  prefident  of  the  court.  He  was  much  regretted  by  all,  hav- 
ing conducted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  univerfal  fatisfad:ion, 
nor  would  he  have  wanted  fupport  if  he  had  inlifled  on  maintaining 
his  office. 

A  commifTion  was  appointed  at  Guatimala,  where  Jorge  de  Alva- 
rado  was  eflablifhed,  but  I  do  not  know  the  refult  of  it. 

In  Mexico  they  proceeded  with  great  feverity  againfl:  the  Marquis 
del  Valle.  The  fa6tor  efpecially  took  the  opportunity  to  revile  and 
flander  him  in  the  groffefl:  manner,  and  fouleft  expreffions.  The  Mar- 
quis's friend  the  licentiate  Altamarano  remonftrated  with  the  court  upon 
thefe  indecencies,  but  to  no  good  ejffed:,  for  the  fad:or,  countenanced 
by  Guzman  and  the  reft,  became  more  abufive  than  before.  The  court 
was  thereby  thrown  into  confuiion;  for  Altamirano  was  at  laft  fo  pro- 
voked as  to  draw  his  poniard,  and  would  have  put  the  facftor  to  death 
had  it  not  beeo  for  the  interference  of  thofe  prefent.  Altimirano  was 
carried  to  the  fortrefs,  the  other  was  fent  to  his  houfe,  and  the  whole 
city  was  in  an  uproar.  The  licentiate,  upon  our  fupplieation,  was  at 
■the  end  of  three  days  releafed  from  confinement,  and  the  prefent  matter 
was  made  up;  but  a  greater  ftorm  fucceeded,  for  at  this  time  there  arri- 
ved in  Mexico  one  Zavalos,  a  relation  of  the  Captain  Pamfillo  de 
Narvaez,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  wife  of  the  latter  in  qucft  of  her 
hufband,  who  had  gone  as  governor  to  the  river  of  Palmas,  and  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  or  dead.  When  Zavalos  arrived  in  Mexico, 
inftigated  as  is  fuppofed  by  the  members  of  the  court,  he  lodged  inform- 
ations againft  all  the  foldiers  of  Cortes  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
attack -upon  Narvaez.  Of  courfc  nearly  the  whole  of  us  who  were  in 
-the  city,,  and  myfelfamongft  the  reft,  amounting  in  all  to  about  two 
jiundred  and  fifty,  were  apprehended,  brought  to  trial,  and  convi(5ted. 
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We  were  fentenc^  to  pay  a  fine  of  a  certain  quantity  of  gold,  and  to  be 
banifhed  to  the  diftance  of  five  leagues  from  Mexico.  However  the 
fentencc'was  but  flightly  enforced,  the  banifhment  being  remitted  and 
very  few  paying  the  fine. 

The  enemies  of  the  Marquis  del  Valle  now  took  a  new  ground  of 
attack  againfl:  him,  which  was,  that  he  had  embezzled  the  treafure  of 
Montezuma  and  Guatimotzin,  and  that  he  was  anfwerable  to  the  fol- 
diers,  not  only  for  that  which  he  had  appropriated  to  his  own  ufe,  but 
alfo  for  that  which  he  had  fent  to  Europe  as  a  prefent  to  his  Majefly, 
and  which  had  been  captured  by  the  corfair  Juan  Florin.     A  long  ca- 
talogue of  other  demands  followed,  every  one  of  which  he  was  con- 
demned upon,  and  his  property  fold  for  the  payment.     One  Juan  Xu- 
ares  his  brother-in-law  was  alfo  at  this  time  brought  forward,  to  demand 
juflice  in  open  court  for  the  murder  of  his  fifter  Donna  Catalina,    ofierr 
ing  to  produce  witnefTes  of  the  manner  of  her  death.     Many  of  us  the 
friends  of  the  Marquis,  feeing  the  attacks  that  were  made  againfl  him, 
met  by  appointment  and  under  the  licence  of  an  alcalde,  at  the  houfe  of 
one  Garcia  Holguin,  where  we  entered  into  a  refolution  to  renounce  all 
-claim  to  the  treafure;  but  when  the  oydors  heard  our  bufinefs,  they 
ordered  us  all  to  be  arrefl^ed,  as  they  alleged,  for  meeting  without  per- 
miflion.     We  produced  :to  them  the  licence  which  we  had  obtained 
'for  the  purpofe,  but  t4iey,  to  keep  up  appearances,  banifhed  us  to  thg 
^liftance  of  five  leagues  from  Mexico.   We  were  however  allowed  to  re- 
ctum; though  we  flill  thought  ourfelves  hardly  treated  enough. 

New  matter  for  conlfufion  was  now  brought  forward;  a  proclama- 
tion was  ilTued  that  all  perfons  of  Indian  defcent,  or  of  that  of  Moors, 
who  had  been  burned  or  *  enfanbenite^  by  the  holy  inquifition,  as  far^s 
the  fourth  degree  from  their  anceftors  who  had  thus  fuffered,  fhould 
quit  New  Spain  within  four  months  from  the, date. thereof,  on  pain  of 
lofing  one  half  of  their  properties,  it  was  moil  wonderful  to  fee  what 
hofls  of  accufers  and  infoj-rners  flatted  up  at  once  on,  this  occafion,  and 
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what  {landers  and  infamies  were  brought  forward.  At  laft  it  en4ed  in 
the  expuhion  of  two  individuals. 

Tlie  court  was  generous  in  fulfilUng  his  Majefty's  commands,  in 
regard  to  the  old  conquerors,  who  were  all  well  provided  for;  thegreat- 
efl:  error  it  committed  was,  the  excefTive  licenfe  given  to  the  branding 
(laves.  So  many  were  made  in  the  province  of  JPanuco  that  it  became 
almofl:  depopulated.  The  prefident  Guzman,  who  was  of  a  noble  and 
liberal  difpofition,  made  a  new  year*s  gift  of  a  whole  diftri(5t  named 
Guazpaltepeque,  to  Albornoz  who  was  newly  returned  from  Spain. 
/  He  brought  with  him  his  Majefty's  patent,  under  which  he  ere<fted 

fome  fugar  works  in  Cempoal,  which  went  to  ruin  after  a  few  years. 
The  oydor  Delgadillo  was  cenfured  on  account  of  his  free  gifts,  for  it 
was  noticed  that  fome  rent  was  referved  to  himfelf  in  them,  and  the 
confequent  extortions  and  oppreffions  of  thofe  he  patronifed  were  excef- 
fivc.  The  condud:  of  Guzman  was  equally  reprehenfible ;  as  to  the 
other  oydor,  Matienzo,  he  was  fuperannuated.  The  abufes  of  this  court 
came  at  length  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  it  was  thought  proper  by  the 
higher  powers  in  Europe,  completely  to  fupercede  it,  and  fubftitute 
one  compofed  of  perfons  of  more  difcretion.  Old  Matienzo  who  was 
the  leafl  obje<5lionabIe,  was  fent  to  Panuco  to  enquire  into  and  remedy 
the  abufes  which  had  been  committed  there.  This  officer  ordered 
accounts  or  lifts  of  the  flaves  to  be  drawn  out,  to  prevent  them 
from  being  arbitrarily  tranfported  from  one  province  to  another,  and  he 
revoked  the  grants  which  the  prefident  and  the  other  oydor  had  made 
to  their  friends  and  clients,  beftowing  the  plantations  upon  thofe  per- 
fons who  were  pointed  out  by  his  Majefty*s  inftrud:ions.  Every  one 
then  who  had  acquired  the  plantations  which  the}  were  to  deliver  up, 
infifted  that  they  had  been  granted  as  a  reward  of  former  merits,  the 
proofs  of  which  they  endeavoured  to  adduce,  and  utterly  difclaimed  all 
patronage  or  protection  from  the  preiident  and  oydor.  .  The  confulion 
was  extreme.     However  many  if  not  almoft  all  fucce^ded  in  keeping 
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what  they  had  got,  the  only  pcrfons  deprived  being  Albomoz  of  his 
new  year*s  gift,  one  Viilaroel,  and  Villcgas. 

As  foon  as  the  mennbers  of  the  court  heard  that  they  were  to  be 
iuperceded,  they  ref9lved  to  difpatch  agents  to  Caftille  with  plenty  of 
witnefTes,  fuch  as  were  fit  and  well  prepared  for  their  purpofe,  to  vouch 
for  the  propriety  of  their  condudt.     It  was  determined  to  proceed  to  the 
eledlipn  of  the  agents  who  were  to  be  fent  on  this  occafion,  and  for  this 
purpofe  all  the  veteran  conquerors,  with  many  other  perfons  of  conlider- 
ation,  met  in  the  great  church,   where  the  perfon  was  to  be  chofen  by 
vote.     Guzman  and  the  oydors  recommended  the  fadtor  Salazar,  and 
although  they  had  committed  fome  improprieties,  yet  as  they  had  in 
the  main  aded  fo  well  by  us  in  the  diftribution  of  property,  we  were 
all  well  inclined  to  vote  for  the  perfon  recommended  by  them,  and 
which  they  expedled  us  to  do.     When  we  had  all  affembled  for  the 
purpofe  in  the  great  church,  there  was  fuch  a  noife  and  outcry  fet  up 
by  perfons  who  had  no  bufinefs  there,  but  had  crouded  in,  that  it  was 
hardly  poffible  to  proceed  to  the  election.     It  was  ordered  that  all  who 
had  not  been  fummoned  fhould  quit  the  place,  but  it  was  to  no  effedl; 
they  would  not  go,  and  at  laft  the  queftion  was  obliged  to  be  put  to  the 
whole.     Since  thofe  who  had  no  bufinefs  there  would  neither  quit  the 
place  nor  be  filent,  it  may  be  judged  what  kind  of  an  eledion  it  was. 
When  we  perceived  how  matters  were  going,  it  was  agreed  amongfl 
us  to  adjourn  until  the  following  day,  at  the  houfe  of  the  prefident  of 
the  council,  and  none  were  fummoned  but  perfons  of  one  way  of  think- 
ing.    Of  courfe  it  was  amicably  decided.     In  confequence  of  anadjufl- 
ment,  two  agents  were  to  be  chofen,  one,  Anthonio  de  Carvajai,  oa 
the  part  of  the  oydors,  and  another,  Bernardino  Vafquez  de  Tapia,  on 
that  of  Cortes.     However  it  appeared  to  me  that  both  were  equally  de- 
voted to  the  views  of  the  prefident;  and  it  was  natural  enough,  for 
the  latter  had  rendered  much  more  fervice  to  our  interefl  in  his  ihort 
time,  than  Cortes  had  done  during  the  long  period  of  his  power.     But 
fuch  is  the  natural  loyalty  of  the  Spaniards,  that  we  were  niore attached 
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to  Cortes,  from  his  having  been  our  captain,  than  he  was  to  our  inter- 
efts,  although  he  had  his  Majefty's  orders  to  attend. to  them.  Of  this 
a  proof  now  occurred,  for  the  prefident  and  oydors  intrigued  for  an  ap- 
pHcation  to  be  made  to  his  Majefty,  in  manner  of  a  petition,  againft 
the  appointment  or  return  of  Cortes  to  New  Spain,  at  any  future  time. 
The  grounds  upon  which  they  moved  it  were,  the  dangers  that  would 
occur  from  pubHc  difturbances  and  factions,  which  might  end  in  the 
lofs  of  the  country.  This  we  oppofed  with  all  our  might,  and  Alva- 
rado,  being  at  this  time  arrived  in  Mexico  with  the  office  of  governor 
and  adelantado  of  Cuatimala,  and  a  commandery  of  St.  Jago,  it  was 
agreed  between  him  and  the  friends  of  Cortes,  to  lay  before  his  Majefty 
a  ftatement  of  the  whole  affair,  with  the  views  of  the  members  of  the 
council  j  and  it  hereby  appearing  to  the  fupreme  court  of  the  Indies, 
that  all  thele  meafures  were  guided  by  paffion  and  intereft,  it  confirmed 
the  original  determination  to  fupercede  Guzman  and  the  oydors.  The 
prefence  of  Cortes  in  Spain  alfo  at  this  period  was  highly  favourable 
to  his  interefts.,  and  he  now  was  rapidly  proceeding  to  the  pinnacle  of 
his  fortune. 

When  Nuno  de  Guzman  had  received  certain  intelligence  from 
Old  Spain  of  his  being  fuperceded,  he  determined  to  go  upon  an  expe- 
dition to  the  province  of  Xalifco,  now  called  New  Gallicia.  For  this 
purpofe  he  collected  the  greateft  force  that  he  was  able  in  Mexico,  partly 
of  volunteers,  and  partly  of  fuch  as  he  compelled  to  join  him  by  the 
weight,  of  power  of  which  he  was  not  yet  deprived.  Thofe  who  did 
not  ferve  perfonally  he  compelled  to  find,  or  pay  for  fubftitutes,  and 
thofe  who  had  horfes  were  obliged  to  give  them  for  half  their  value. 
He  brought  with  him  a  number  of  Mexicans  as  foldiers,  or  to  convey 
his  baggage,  and  cruelly  opprelTed  the  provinces  through  which  he 
pafled.  In  Mechoacan  he  obtained  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  which 
the  inhabitants  had  colledled  and  amafled  for  ages  paft  ,•  it  was  much 
lowered  in  value  by  a  mixture  of  filver.  The  unfortunate  chief  of  the 
province,  not  being  able  to  gratify  his  avarice  to  its  full  extent,  he  firft 

commanded 


(    465     ) 

commanded  him  to  be  put  to  the  torture  by  burning  his  feet,  and  after- 
wards upon  fome  trifling  and  falfe  allegations  caufed  him  to  be  hanged, 
which  was  one  of  the  wickedeft  and  cruelleft  adtions  ever  committed 
by  an  officer,  and  as  fuch  it  was  confidered  by  every  Spaniard  in  his 
army.  He  brought  from  this  province  alfo  a  number  of  natives  loaded 
with  booty,  to  the  city  of  Compoftello,  which  he  founded  at  a  heavy 
cxpence  to  his  Majcfly  and  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico.  Here  Guzman 
remained  until  his  arreft. 

As  I  have  before  related,  in  confequence  of  the  injuflice  pradlifed 
by,  the  former  court  of  audience,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  fupprefs  it 
and  cancel  all  its  grants.  He  alfo  appointed  a  new  one,  compofed  of 
wife  and  upright  members,  whereof  D.  Sebaftian  Ramirez  de  Villaef- 
cafa  bifhop  of  St.  Domingo  was  prefident,  and  the  licentiates  Maldo- 
nado  de  Salamanca,  Zainos  de  Toro,  Vafco  de  Quiroga  de  Madrigal 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Mechoacan,  and  Solomon  de  Madrid  wereoydors. 
Thefe  officers  being  arrived,  the  court  opened  its  fittings,  which  was 
notified  by  a  proclamation,  in  confequence  whereof  there  affembled  fuch 
crouds  of  complainants,  from  city,  towns,  and  country,  of  all  defcrip- 
tions,  fettlers,  agents,  and  native  chiefs,  alledging  a6ts  of  partiality 
and  opprcffion  againfl  the  former  court,  and  demanding  juflice,  that 
the  members  were  quite  aflonifhed.  The  demands  of  the  agents  of 
Cortes  for  what  had  been  unjuflly  alienated  from  him,  if  they  had 
been  all  to  be  now  repaid,  would  have  amounted  to  above  two  hundred 
thoufand  crowns.  Nuno  de  Guzman  being  abfent,  the  whole  blame 
was  laid  upon  him  by  the  other  members  of  the  old  court,  whoalledged 
that  they  were  compelled  to  a6l  as  he  thought  proper  to  order  them. 
He  was  accordingly  fummoned  to  appear,  which  he  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  do,  and  in  the  prefent  circumflances  it  was  judged  moft  expedi- 
ent to  refer  the  affair  to  the  fupreme  court  in  Europe :  which  being 
done,  a  civil  officer  named  Torre,  a  licentiate  and  native  of  Badajos, 
was  fent  with  full  power,  to  the  province  of  Xalifco,  and  with  orders 
to  tranfmit  Guzman  to  Mexico  and  commit  him  to  the  common  goal. 
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He  had  alfo  a  commiflion  to  indemnify  us  in  the  cofts  which  we  had 
been  fined  upon  the  affair  of  Narvaez,  and  thofe  at  the  time  that  we 
were  arrefted,  as  I  have  already  related.  But  I  will  now  take  leave  for 
the  prefent  of  the  licentiate  Torre»  and  return  to  the  affairs  of  the 
court. 

The  properties  of  Delgadillo  and  Matienzo  were  fold  to  pay  the 
damages  of  thofe  who  had  gained  their  caufes  againft  them,  and  their 
perfons  were  imprifoned  for  the  deficiency.  A  brother  of  Delgadillo 
who  was  alcalde  major  in  Guaxaca,  was  fined  and  imprifoned  for  the 
lame  reafon;  he  died  in  jail,  as  did  another  who  was  alcalde  amon^fl 
the  Zapotecans,  and  certainly  the  new  judges  were  fo  wife  and  juft, 
that  they  confidered  nothing  but  what  was  in  compliance  with  the  will 
of  God  and  his  Majefly.  They  alfo  fhewed  a  laudable  anxiety  for  the 
eonverfion  of  the  Indians  to  our  holy  faith,  and  immediately  prohibited 
the  branding  them  for  flaves,  and  made  many  other  good  regulations. 
After  four  years  thus  employed,  the  oydors  Solomon  and  Zaynos  peti- 
tioned for  leave  to  retire,  being  both  of  an  advanced  age,  and  very 
wealthy,  and  his  Majefty  in  confideration  of  their  eminent  fervices^ 
was  pleafed  to  grant  their  requefl.  The  prefident  alfo,  by  command  of 
his  Majefly,  repaired  to  Europe,  to  give  an  account  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country.  He  was  then  bifhop  of  St.  Domingo,  but  was  advanced 
in  fucceffion  through  the  fees  of  Toro,  Leon,  and  Cuenca,  with  fuch 
celerity,  that  the  bulls  had  hardly  a  day's  interval  between  them.  He 
was  alfo  prefident  of  the  royal  chancery  of  Valladolid,  and  while  in  pof- 
feflion  of  thefe  honours  he  was  feized  by  death,  and  placed  in  glory 
among  the  virtuous,  according  to  the  promife  of  our  holy  faith,  for  he 
was  a  true  and  upright  judge.  He  had  been  before  his  promotion  to  a 
bifhopric,  inquifitor  in  Seville.  The  good  condudt  of  the  oydor  Mal- 
donado  was  rewarded  with  the  government  of  the  provinces  of  Guati- 
mala,  Honduras,  and  Viragua,  and  with  the  title  of  adelantado  of 
Yucatan,  and  the  oydor  Quiroga  obtained  the  bifhopric  of  Mechoacan. 
Such  were  the  rewards  of  the  good  judges !  Delgadillo  and  Matienzo 
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returned  to  Caftille  in  poverty,  where,  as  1  have  heard,  they  died  in 
the  courfe  of  two  or  thiee  years. 

At  this  time  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  appoint  to  the  vice-royalt^r- 
of  New  Spain,  the  moft  illuftrious  and  worthy  cavaher  of  praife  worthy 
memory,  D.  Anthonio  de  Mehdoza  brother  to  the  Marquis  of  Mon- 
tejar.  There  alfo  came  as  oydors  the  do6tor  Quefada,  the  hcenti^te 
Tejada  de  Logrono,  and  the  Hcentiate  Loayfa  native  of  Cuidad  Real ; 
he  was  an  old  man,  and  ftayed  three  or  four  years  in  Mexico;  and  du» 
ring  that  time  having  colledled  a  good  fum  of  money,  he  took  his  leave 
of  the  country  at  the  expiration  of  it,  and  returned  to  his  home.  There 
was  alfo  another  licentiate  who  came  out  as  oydor,  who  was  named 
Santillana;  but  the  licentiate  Maldonado  had  not  then  vacated  his  office. 
All  were  excellent  magiflrates.  As  foon  as  they  had  opened  the  court, 
free  enquiry  was  proclaimed  into  the  condudl  of  their  predeceffors,  which 
was  found  to  be  in  every  refped:  conformable  to  juflice. 

The  Viceroy,  on  his  arrival,  knowing  that  the  licentiate  Torre  was 
fent  out  with  orders  to  arreft  Nuno  de  Guzman,  to  fave  Guzman  from 
that  infult  fent  to  him  to  come  to  Mexico,  which  he  having  complied 
with,  the  Viceroy  afligned  him  apartments  in  his  palace,  and  treated 
him  with  much  politenefs.  Juft  about  this  time  Torre  arrived  with 
his  Majefty's  orders  to  airefl:  Guzman,  but  with  directions  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  the  Viceroy.  It  feems  that  the  licentiate  did  not  find  the 
fupport  to  his  flrong  meafures  that  he  exped:ed,  and  this  exafperating 
his  natural  violence,  he  in  confequence  went  to  the  Viceroy's  palace,  and 
there  i'urioufly  feized,  and  dragged  Guzman  to  the  common  jail,  faying 
he  did  it  by  his  Majefty's  order,  and  that  he  cared  for  nothing  further. 
Here  Guzman  remained  for  feveral  days,  and  was  at  lafl  releafed  on  the 
interceffion  of  the  Viceroy.  It  was  well  known  that  Torre  had  flrong 
powers  given  to  him  to  ad:  difcretionarily  in  regard  to  Guzman. 

This  licentiate  was  much  addided  to  card  playing,  although  he 
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did  not  game  deeply,  playing  only  at  triumpho  and  primero  for  paftimc. 
His  propenlity  being  however  well  known,  fome  friend  of  Guzman's 
took  advantage  of  it,  to  mortify  and  turn  him  into  ridicule,  and  the 
method  which  was  taken  to  do  it  was  as  follows.  The  civilians  at 
that  time  wore  gowns  with  loofe  hanging  ileeves,  into  one  of  which 
fomebody  malicioully  put  a  pack  of  cards,  and  contrived  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  as  Torre  was  walking  acrofs  the  crouded  fquare  of  Mexico, 
in  company  with  feveral  perfons  of  quality,  a  dexterous  twitch  being 
given,  the  cards  began  to  drop  from  his  lleeve,  leaving  a  long  trail  of 
them  after  him  as  he  went  on.  Thofe  who  faw  it  laughed  and  called 
the  attention  of  others  to  the  cards  coming  out  of  the  licentiate's  fleeve; 
but  when  he  found  out  what  the  joke  was,  and  that  he  was  the  fubjedt 
of  it,  being  naturally  choleric,  it  enraged  him  exceedingly,  and  he 
went  off  faying  he  faw  clearly  it  was  their  intention  to  prevent  his  do- 
ing juflice,  but  he  would,  though  he  died  for  it;  and  that  his  Majefty 
(hould  know  the  indignity  that  had  been  offered  to  his  officer.  Either 
from  vexation,  or  a  calenture  natural  to  the  climate,  with  which  he  was 
fei^ed  jufl:  after  this,  he  died  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  whereby 
the  afl&ir  of  Guzman,  luckily  for  him,  was  refpited  for  the  prefent. 

Cortes  having  now  been  a  long  time  in  Caftille,  married  to  the 
niece  of  the  Duke  of  Bejar,  advanced  to  the  rank  of  marquis,  captain  ge- 
neral of  New  Spain,  and  admiral  of  the  South  Seas,  became  anxious  to 
return  to  his  eflates  in  this  country.  He  now  embarked  from  Old  Spain 
with  his  family  and  twelve  reverend  fathers  of  the  order  of  mercy,  and 
after  a  profperous  voyage  arrived  at  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  where  he 
did  not  experience  the  kind  of  reception  he  formerly  met  with.  From 
thence  he  proceeded  to  Mexico,  to  prefent  his  patents  to  the  Viceroy, 
and  enter  upon  his  offices.  He  alfo  at  this  time  made  application  upon 
a  particular  point  relative  to  his  Majefty's  grant  of  lands  and  towns. 
Thi§  point,  which  I  do  not  well  underftand,  I  muft  leave  to  better 
judges.  The  grant  ran  thus  J  mentioning  the  diftri(5t,  it  enumerated 
the  inhabitants,   by  the  word  "vecinos,"  or  neighbours,  confidered  to 
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belong  to  it,  and  who  were  to  be  his  tributaries.  Cortes  underftood 
that  the  head  of  the  family  only  was  confidercd  as  the  vaflal  or  **  vecino/* 
or  that  one  only  (liould  be  counted  for  each  houfe,  but  the  oydor,  doctor 
Quezada  who  was  fent  to  allot  his  diftrid:,  infifted  that  every  male 
adult,  mafter  or  head  of  family,  fon,  fervant,  or  flave,  was  to  be  counted 
in  the  number,  and  as  there  were  frequently  twelve  or  fifteen  of  thofe 
to  one  houfe,  the  Marquis  was  much  difappointed,  and  feveral  lawfuits 
enfued.  The  matter  was  reported  to  his  Majefly,  but  continued  in 
fufpence  for  feveral  years,  during  which  time  the  Marquis  received  his 
full  rents,  without  any  moleftation.  He  retired  to  a  place  upon  his 
eftate  named  Quernavaca,  where  he  ellablifhed  his  relidence,  never 
returning  to  Mexico. 

While  Marcos  de  Aguilar  had  the  government  of  New  Spain,  the 
Marquis  del  Valle  fitted  out  four  (liips  at  Zacatula.  They  were  well 
provided,  loaded  with  various  girticles  of  merchandize,  and  commanded 
by  Alvarado  de  Saavedra,  who  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  took 
his  courfe  for  the  Molucca  and  Spice  Iflands,  and  China.  This  was  by 
his  Majefty's  command,  as  I  can  teflify,  the  royal  letters  having  been 
fhown  to  me  and  many  others.  He  was  further  ordered  to  caufe  fearch 
to  be  made  during  the  courfe  of  his  voyage,  for  a  fquadron  which  had 
failed  from  Caflille  for  China,  under  the  command  of  Don  Garcia  de 
Loayfa,  commander  of  St.  John  of  Rhodes.  At  the  time  that  Saave* 
dra  was  preparing  for  his  expedition,  a  velTel  arrived  belonging  to  this 
fleet,  from  the  pilot  and  crew  of  which  Saavedra  acquired  all  the  infor- 
mation he  wanted,  and  taking  one  pilot  and  two  failors  from  this  vellel 
with  him,  he  fet  fail  in  December,  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty  feven  or  twenty  eight,  and  fuflained  many  misfortunes,  hard- 
fhips,  and  lofTes,  in  the  way  to  the  Molucca  Iflands.  I  do  not  know  the 
particulars,  but  in  three  years  afterwards  I  met  with  a  failor  who  had 
been  on  board  this  fleet,  and  who  told  me  many  fbange  and  furprifing 
things  of  the  cities  and  nations  he  had  feen,  during  his  voyage..  Thefe 
are  the  countries  to  which  they  are  now  fending  expeditions  from 
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Mexico.     1  alia  heard  that  the  Portuguezc  had  made  prifoner  Saavcdra 
or  fomc  of  his  people,  and  brought  them  to  Caftille. 

In  the  month  of  May,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  two, 
the  Marquis  del  Valle  fent  two  (hips  from  the  port  of  Acapulco,  to 
make  difcoveries  in  the  South  Seas.  They  were  commanded  by  a  cap- 
tain named  Diego  Hurtado  de  Mendoza,  who,  without  going  far  to 
fea,  or  doing  any  thing  worthy  of  relating,  had  the  misfortune  of  a 
mutiny  among  the  troops,  in  confequence  whereof,  one  (hip,  of  which 
the  mutineers  took  polTellion,  as  is  faid,  but  very  improbably,  by  the 
approbation  of  Hurtado  himfelf,  returned  to  New  Spain,  to  the  great 
difappointment  of  Cortes.  As  for  Hurtado,  neither  he  nor  his  veflel 
were  ever  more  heard  of. 

After  this,  Cortes  fent  off  two  other  veffels,  one  of  which  was 
commanded  by  a  gentleman  named  Diego  Bezerra  de  Mendoza ;  he  was 
of  the  Bezerras  of  Badajos  or  Merida;  the  other  was  commanded  by 
one  Hernando  de  Grijalva.  The  principal  pilot  was  one  Ximenes,  a 
Bifcayan,  and  a  great  cofmographer.  The  orders  from  the  Marquis 
were,  firfl:  to  go  in  fearch  of  Hurtado,  and  in  cafe  of  not  finding  him, 
to  go  upon  a  voyage  of  difcovery  of  new  ifiands,  efpecially  thofe  which 
were  reported  to  be  rich  in  pearls.  The  Bifcayan  pilot,  before  they 
failed,  was  always  telling  the  others  how  he  would  bring  them  to  coun- 
tries where  they  fliould  all  make  their  fortunes.  Many  were  weak 
enough  to  believe  him.  The  firfl  night  after  they  left  the  port  of  Gu- 
antepeque,  a  gale  of  wind  role  and  feparated  the  vefiels,  which  never 
afterwards  Joined  company,  Grijalva  not  choofing  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  Bezerra,  who  was  very  haughty.  He  had  alfo  another  motive, 
in  wifhing  to  keep  the  merit'  of  any  difcoveries  he  fhould  make,  to  him- 
felf. After  failing  two  hundred  leagues,  he  came  to  an  ifland  which 
was  uninhabited,  and  which  he  named  Santo  Tome.  Bezerro  and  his 
pilot  Ximines  had  a  quarrel  upon  their  voyage,  and  the  former  having 
made  himfelf  very  odious  by  his  domineejing  difpofition,  the  pilot 
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formed  a  plot  for  the  afTaflination  of  him  and  feveral  more,  which  he 
put  in  execution  one  night  as  the  captain  and  the  others  were  fleeping. 
The  fanguinary  views  of  the  confpirators  went  much  farther,  but  the 
interceflion  of  two  Francifcan  friars  faved  the  Hves  of  many  who  were 
already  bleeding  from  their  treachery,  but  whom,  together  with  the 
friars,  they  determined  to  land  in  Xalifco.  Ximines  taking  the  com- 
mand upon  the  death  of  Bezerra,  and  continuing  his  route,  difcovered 
an  ifland  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz.  It  was  faid  that 
pearls  were  found  on  its  coafts.  It  was  inhabited  by  favages,  and  here 
he  determined  to  put  the  friars  and  thofe  whofe  lives  had  been  fpared  at 
their  interceflion  on  (hore,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  being  in  want 
of  water,  he  went  to  the  fliore  at  the  fame  time  in  fearch  of  it ;  they 
had  been  on  the  ifland  but  a  very  fhort  time  when  the  natives  came 
down  upon  them,  and  put  every  perfon  they  found  to  death,  in  view 
of  thofe  on  board  the  fhip. 

This  gave  the  Marquis  great  vexation.  He  now  determined  not 
to  trull  any  one,  but  to  go  in  perfon,  having  three  fhips  ready  to  launch 
in  the  port  of  Guantepeque.  When  the  Spaniards  of  thofe  countries 
faw  that  he  intended  to  embark  upon  a  voyage  of  difcovery,  they 
thought  fuccefs  was  certain,  and  numbers  prepared  to  follow  him  a§ 
foldiers,  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  whom  were  married  men, 
and  brought  their  wives  with  them.  They  were  in  all  above  three 
hundred  and  twenty,  the  women  included.  The  Marquis  left  Mexico 
accompanied  by  Andres  de  Tapia  and  feveral  other  officers,  fome  eccle- 
iiaftics,  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  an  apothecary,  and  having  embarked^ 
in  the  month  of  May,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  fix,  or  feven, 
he  fet  fail  for  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Cruz,  with  as  many  colonifts  and 
foldiers  as  the  vefTels  could  contain;  and  having  arrived  there  after  a 
profperous  voyage,  he  fent  back  the  fhips  to  bring  the  remainder  of  his. 
people.  The  fecond  voyage  was  not  fo  fortunate.  They  met  with 
gales  of  wind,  in  which  they  were  feparated  near  the  river  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  one  velTel  only  arriving  at  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Cruz, 
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where  the  Marquis  anxioufly  expecfled  them,  as  the  provifions,  of 
which  he  began  to  be  in  great  want,  were  on  board.  Of  thofe  velTels 
which  did  not  join  him  at  Santa  Cruz,  one  was  ftranded  on  the  coafl 
of  Xahfco,  and  the  people  on  board  being  tired  of  the  bufinefs  quitted 
her  there,  moil:  of  them  returning  to  New  Spain.  This  was  the  one 
which  contained  the  provifions.  The  other  came  to  a  bay  which  they 
named,  from  the  quantity  of  guayavas,  Guayaval. 

During  this  time  the  Marquis  and  thofe  with  him  were  famifhing 
upon  this  uncultivated  ifland.  Twenty  three  of  the  foldiers  died  from 
abfolute  diftrefs,  and  the  reft  were  finking  every  day,  and  curfing  his 
expeditions  and  difcoveries.  Their  fituation  and  murmurs  compelled 
him  at  length  to  go  in  fearch  of  his  fhips,  and  he  accordingly  embark- 
ed with  fifty  foldiers,  and  judging  that  they  muft  have  been  driven  on 
the  coaft  in  the  Horms,  he  fearched  in  that  direction,  and  after  fome 
time  found  one  as  before  mentioned,  ftranded  on  the  coaft  of  Xalifco, 
and  abandoned  by  the  people.  The  other  was  met  with  by  him  amongft 
fome  rocks.  Having  got  them  repaired  and  afloat,  with  much  trou- 
ble, he  brought  them  to  his  Ifland  of  Santa  Cruz,  and  a  quantity  of 
provifions  being  now  ferved  out  to  the  famiflied  foldiers,  they  eat  there- 
of in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  half  of  them  died. 

The  Marquis,  in  order  to  avoid  fuch  a  fcene  of  diftrefs,  embarked 
in  purfuit  of  new  difcoveries,  and  during  this  voyage  fell  in  with  the 
land  of  California.  He  was. by  that  time  as  heartily  tired  of  the  bufi- 
nefs as  any  one,  but  he  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  returning  after 
fuch  expences  and  loffes,  without  having  effe<5ted  fomething,  left  his 
misfortunes  fliould  be  afcribed  to  the  curfes  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico, 
his  ancient  companions. 

The  Marchionefs  del  Valle,  hearing  of  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  vef- 
fels  on  the  coaft,  grew  very  apprehenfive,  and  accordingly  fitted  out 
two  (hips,  which  failed  under  the  command  of  one  Ulloa,  in  fearch  of 
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the  marquis  and  his  fquadron,  with  letters  from  his  lady  kM  the  Vice- 
roy earneftly  foliciting  his  return.  Ulloa  was  fortunate  enough  to  light 
upon  him,  and  the  Marquis  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  and 
returned  to  Mexico  by  the  port  of  Acapulco,  leaving  Ulloa  in  command 
of  the  fquadron.  His  return  rejoiced  the  Spaniards,  who  feared  always 
that  the  native  chiefs,  not  being  awed  by  him,  would  break  out  int« 
revolt.  In  a  (hort  time  after  his  arrival,  the  people  whom  he  had  left 
in  California  returned,  but  I  cannot  fay  whether  in  confequence  of  or- 
ders from  the  government  or  not. 

After  the  Marquis  had  repofed  for  a  few  months,  he  fitted  out 
another  expedition  of  two  (hips  under  the  command  of  Francifco  dc 
Ulloa,  already  named  by  me,  who  failed  from  the  port  of  Natividad  ia 
the  month  of  June,  of  I  forget  what  year,  with  orders  to  examine  the 
coafl  of  California,  and  to  fearch  for  Captain  Hurtado  who  never  had 
been  heard  of.  Ulloa  employed  in  this  voyage  about  feven  months,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to  Xalifco,  without  having  efied:ed 
any  thing;  and  going  for  a  few  days  on  fhore  to  repofe,  a  foldier  who 
bore  a  malice  againft  him  took  an  opportunity  to  way-lay  and  affaflinate 
him,  and  thus  ended  the  difcoveries  of  the  Marquis  del  Valle,  in  which 
he  expended,  as  I  have  heard  him  declare,  above  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns. 

In  order  to  get  fome  allowance  from  his  Majefty  for  this  lofs,  he 
determined  to  go  to  Caftille;  he  had  alfo  other  buflnefs  which  called 
him  there,  fuch  as  the  difpute  about  his  vaflals,  and  the  reftitution  of 
his  property  which  had  been  feized  by  Nuno  de  Guzman,  now  prifo- 
ner  in  Old  Spain.  I  will  conclude  this  account  by  obferving,  that  it 
appears  that  the  Marquis  never  profpered  from  the  time  of  his  firftcon- 
queft  of  New  Spain,  and  his  ill  fortune  is  afcribed  to  the  curfes  with 
which  he  was  loaded. 

The  Viceroy  and  court  of  royal  audience  had  ient  out  a  military 
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force  commanded  by  an  officer  named  Franciico  Vaiqucz  Coronada, 
who  married  the  virtuous  and  fair  daughter  of  the  treafurer  Eftrada. 
Coronado  left  his  government  of  XaHfco  to  an  officer  named  Onate,  and 
after  he  had  been  for  fome  months  in  the  country  to  which  he  was  fent, 
arid  which  was  named  Cehbola  or  the  feven  cities,  a  Francifcan  friar 
named  Marcos  de  Nica,  returned  from  thence  to  Mexico  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  country  to  the  Viceroy.  He  defcribed  it  as  confifting  of 
fine  plains  full  of  herds  of  cattle,  but  which  were  quite  different  in 
their  appearance  from  thofe  of  Caflille.  The  houfes  he  defcribed  as  hav- 
ing two  ffories  and  flairs,  and  the  towns  as  being  populous.  He  alfo 
reprefented,  that  as  it  lay  near  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  fupply  of  neceflaries 
eould  be  fent  to  the  Spanifh  force,  conveniently,  in  that  direction.  It 
was  for  this  reafon  that  three  fhips  were  fent  thither  under  the  command 
of  Hernando  de  Alarco,  an  officer  in  the  Viceroy's  houfchold. 

I  mufl  not-Dmit  to  mention  the  particulars  of  the  great  armament 
prepared  by  Don  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty  feven,  in  the  port  of  Acaxatla  on  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
This  fleet  was  fitted  out  by  Alvarado  in  confequence  of  permiffion  ob- 
tained from  his  Majefty,  by  whom  he  was  granted  certain  rents  and 
advantages,  in  fuch  countries  as  he  fhould  difcover  towards  the  wefl; 
that  is  to  fay  China,  the  Moluca,  and  Spice  Iflands. 

Alvarado  being  always  zealous  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  as  appear- 
ed by  his  condud:  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  was  anxious  that  this  expedi- 
tion fhould"  exceed  any  other  that  had  ever  been  fitted  out.  It  confifted 
of  thirteen  fail,  amply  provided.  The  port  at  which  the  preparations 
were  rriade  was  above  two  hundred  leagues  diftant  from  that  of  Vera 
Cruz,  from  which  all  the  iron,  and  mofl  other  neceffary  articles  were 
to  be  brought  by  land  carriage.  The  confequence  was,  that  the  money 
expended  would  have  built  eighty  fuch  (hips  in  Seville.  All  the  wealth 
Alvarado  brought  from  Peru,  what  he  got  from  the  mines  of  Guati- 
snala,  with  the  rents  of  his  eftates  and  the  prefents  of  his  friends  and 
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relations  were  infufficient,  although  the  merchandize  was  taken  upon 
credit.  The  expence  attending  the  (hips  was  nothing  in  comparifon  to 
that  of  his  army,  confifting  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  with  their- 
officers,  and  a  number  of  horfes,  of  which  latter  a  good  one  could  not 
be  procured  for  lefs  than  three  hundred  crowns.  Alvarado  failed  fome 
time  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  eight,  for  the 
harbour  of  the  Purification  in  the  province  of  Xalifco,  where  he  was  to 
take  in  water,  and  embark  more  foldiers.  When  the  Viceroy  heard  of 
this  <rreat  armament,  he  became  anxious  to  have  a  fhare  in  it,  and  went 
with  Alvarado  to  view  his  fleet,  after  which  they  returned  to  Mexico. 

Alvarado  wllhed  to  have  a  relation  of  his  own,  named  Juan,  (not 
the  Juan  de  Alvarado  of  Chiribito)  as  general,  and  the  Viceroy  was 
anxious  that  an  officer  named  Villalobos  fhould  have  the  command, 
conjointly  with  him.  Things  were  in  this  ftate  when  Alvarado  was 
obliged  to  return  to  his  fleet  at  the  port  of  Natividad  j  and  being  there, 
and  jufl  ready  to  fet  fail,  he  received  a  letter  from  Chrifloval  de  Onate 
who  was  left  in  command  at  Xalifco,  in  the  abfence  of  Francifco  Co- 
ronado,  rcqucfting  his  immediate  afliflance  to  fave  hirrt  and  the  fettle- 
ment  from  the  deflrucftion  with  which  they  were  threatened,  by  the 
force  of  the  neighbouring  Indians  of  Cochitlan.  Alvarado  fet  off  with 
his  troops  to  their  relief,  and  found  them  in  a  mofl  defperate  fituation 
indeed.  The  infurgents  rather  decreafed  the  violence  of  their  attacks 
upon  the  appearance  of  Alvarado*s  force,  but  flill  hoflilities  were  carried 
on,  and  one  day  that  Alvarado  was  purfuing  fome  of  the  enemy  among 
the  rocks  and  mountains  where  they  had  retreated,  a  foldier  who  was 
on  horfe-back  at  a  cpnfiderable  height  above  him  on  the  fide  of  a  moun- 
tain, and  whofe  horfe  had  lofl  his  footing,  came,  horfe  and  all,  rolling 
down  the  precipice,  and  flriking  Alvarado,  brought  him  down  with 
them.  By  this  accident  he  was  fo  much  bruifed,  that  in  confequence 
thereof,  and  of  being  removed  too  fuddenly  to  the  town  of  the  Pacifica- 
tion, he  was  feized  with  fainting  fits,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
gave  up  the  ghofl.     God  pardon  his  fins !  fome  fay  that  he '  made  a 
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will  previous  to  his  death,  but  it  never  appeared.  He  was  buried  with 
as  much  ceremony  as  could  be  beftowed  upon  his  funeral,  and  his  re- 
mains were^  as  I  have  heard,  afterwards  removed  to  the  town  of  Piri- 
pito  by  Juan  de  Alvarado  his  relation. 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  his  death  was  .known  to  his  fleet  and  army, 
numbers  difcharged  themfelves,  and  returned  to  their  homes  with  what 
they  had  received.  In  Mexico  he  was  greatly  regretted.  The  Viceroy 
fent  off  immediately  the  licentiate  Maldonado,  to  take  proper  fteps  to 
prevent  any  confufion  likely  to  enfue,  and  fliortly  after  following  in 
perfon,  colle(5ted  what  remained  of  the  foldiers,  and  marching  againft 
the  infurgents  in  the  rocks,  after  a  tedious  expedition  fucceeded  in  redu- 
cing them.  The  lofs  of  Alvarado  was  feverely  felt  in  his  family.  As 
foon  as  the  fatal  intelligence  arrived  in  Guatimala,  the  Bifhop  D.  Fran- 
cifco  Marroguin  of  excellent  memory,  and  all  the  clergy,  aflifted  in 
rendering  him  the  funeral  honours.  His  majordomo  alfo,  to  fhew  his 
forrow,  caufed  the  walls  of  his  houfe  to  be  painted  black,  which  colour 
they  remained  ever  after.  Many  cavaliers  waited  upon  his  lady  Donna 
Beatrix  de  la  Cueva  and  her  family,  in  order  to  confole  them,  for  their 
diflrefs  was  very  great.  They  told  her  that  flie  fhould  give  thanks  to 
God,  iince  it  was  his  will  to  take  her  hulband,  to  which  fhe  as  a  good 
chriftian  aflented,  but  obferved,  that  fhe  wifhed  to  be  free  from  this 
melancholy  world,  and  all  its  misfortunes. 

Thefe  circumftances  I  mention,  becaufe  the  hillorian  Gomara  attri- 
butes the  unfortunate  event  which  fliortly  afterwards  befell  her,  to  her 
having  fpoken  blafphemoufly,  in  faying  that  God  could  do  her  no 
more  injury  than  flie  had  already  fuffered.  She  met  with  her  death  in 
the  following  manner.  A  deluge  of  water  and  mud  broke  from  the 
Volcano  which  is  at  the  difl:ance  of  about  half  a  league  from  Guatimala, 
and  bringing  with  it  great  quantities  of  large  fl:ones  and  trees,  over- 
whelmed the  houfe  of  Donna  Beatrix,  who  was  at  the  time  praying 
with  her  women.     As  to  the  words  which  Gomara  afcribes  to  her,  flie 
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never  uttered  them,  nor  was^her  death  a  judgment  of  God  in  any  rcf- 
ped:.     But  I  muft  obferve  the  particularities  of  the  fate  of  this  family. 
Although  Alvarado  and  his  four  brothers  had  ferved  his  Majefty  fo 
zealoufly,  not  any  part  of  his  property  defeended  to  his  children.     D. 
Pedro  de  Alvarado  died  as  I  have  felated,  by  an  uncommon  accident  in 
Cochitlan;  his  brother  George  died  in  the  city  of  Madrid,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty,  being  then  foliciting  his  Majefty 
for  fome  reward;  Gomez  de  Alvarado  died  in  Peru,  Gonzalo  de  Alva- 
rado in  Mexico  or  Guaxaca,  I  forget  which,  and  Juan  on  his  voyage 
to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba.     His  eldefl:  fon  going  with  his  relation  Juan  de 
Alvarado  the  younger  to  wait  on  his  Majefty ,  and .  folicit  a  recompence 
for  his  father's  fervices,  the  (hip  wherein  they  went  was  lofl,  and  nei- 
ther they  nor  it  were  ever  heard  of  after  they  fct  fail.     Don  Diego  the 
younger  fon,  feeing  his  fortunes  defperate,  returned  to  Peru,  where  he 
died  in  battle,  and  the  lady  of  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  with  the  female  part 
of  his  family,  one  only  excepted,  were  drowned  by  a  torrent  from  a 
Volcano.     Now  curious  readers  refledl  on  what  I  have  related  of  the 
fate  of  this  family,  and  may  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  take  them  into  his 
holy  glory!  amen.     The  only   furvivor.    Donna   Leonora  one  of  his 
daughters  who  was  faved  from  the  torrent,  has  caufed  to  be  built  two 
fepulchres  in  the  great  church  of  this  city  of  Guatimala,  to  receive  the 
bones  of  her  relations. 

In  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  D.  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  the  Vi- 
ceroy collected  the  befl  of  the  thirteen  (hips  which  compofed  his  fleets 
and  fent  them  under  the  command  of  an  officer  named  Villalobos,  to 
make  difcoveries  to  the  weft  ward,  but  what  the  refult  was,  I  never 
heard.  As  to  the  expences  incurred  by  Alvarado  he  never  recovered 
any  part  of  them,  nor  his  family  after  him. 

The  Marquis  del  Valle  being  in  Spain  at  the  time  of  the  expe- 
dition againft  Algiers,  and  attending  his  Majefty  in  it,  with  his 
eldeft  fon^  and  alfo  Don  Martin  his  fon  by  Donna  Marina,  the  fleet 
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was  difperfed  in  a  ftorm.  The  vefTel  on  board  which  the  Marquis  was ' 
being  flranded,  he,  his  fons,  and  the  other  cavaliers  reached  the  (hore 
with  very  great  difficulty.  His  fervants  have  related,  that  before  he 
quitted  the  velTel,  he  tied  round  his  arm  in  a  handkerchief  a  quantity 
of  jewels  of  inellimable  value,  which  he  wore  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  great  lords,  as  we  fay  *'para  no  menefter,"  or  becaufe  they  are  not 
wanting,  but  in  the  confufion  of  quitting  the  velTel  by  fome  accident 
they  were  all  lofl.  On  account  of  this  difafter  to  the  fleet,  the  council 
of  war  were  of  opinion  to  raife  the  fiege  immediately.  To  this  council 
the  Marquis  was  not  fummoned,  but  he  is  faid  to  have  declared,  that 
had  he  been  prefent  at  it  he  would  have  given  his  vote  for  the  continu- 
ation of  the  fiege,  and  that  if  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  have  had  fuch 
brave  foldiers  as  thofe  who  firft  accompanied  him  to  Mexico,  he 
would  entertain  no  doubt  of  fuccefs. 

The  Marquis  was  now  grown  old,  and  he  was  worn  down  by  fa- 
tigues;  he  was  therefore  very  anxious  to  return  to  New  Spain,  but  a 
treaty  of  marriage  was  on  foot  between  his  eldefl  daughter  Donna  jVIaria 
Cortes,  for  whom  he  had  fent  to  Mexico,  and  Don  Alvaro  Pinez  Ofo- 
rio  fon  and  heir  to  the  Marquis  of  Aftorga.  The  lady  was  to  have  a 
fortune  of  a  hundred  thoufand  ducats,  and  the  Marquis  had  gone  as  far 
as  Seville  to  meet  her  on  her  arrival  in  Spain,  but  the  match  was  bro- 
ken ofi-^  as  it  is  faid,  by  the  fault  of  Don  Alvaro.  The  Marquis  was 
greatly  difpleafed,  and  being  in  a  bad  flate  of  health  before,  he  declined 
fo  rapidly  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to  retire  from  Seville  to  Caflileja  de 
la  Cuefla,  to  attend  to  his  foul,  and  make  his  laft  teftament.  Having 
arranged  all  his  affairs  for  this,  and  the  next  world,  it  was  the  Lord's 
will  to  take  him  from  this  troublefome  ftate,  on  the  fecond  day  of  De- 
cember one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty  feven.  He  was  buried 
with  great  pomp  in  the  chapel  of  the  Dukes  of  Medina  Sidonia,  but 
his  remains  were  afterwards,  according  to  his  will,  brought  to  New 
Spain,  and  interred  in  Cuyoacan  or  Tezcuco,  I  am  uncertain  w^iich. 
In  regard  to  his  age,  I  will  give  the  bed  account  that  I  am  able.     In 
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the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  nineteen,  when  we  went  with 
him  from  Cuba  to  New  Spain,  he  ufed  to  tell  us  that  he  was  thirty 
four  years  of  age;  from  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  nineteen,  to  on^ 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty  feven,  is  a  period  of  twenty  eight  years, 
which  makes  him  at  the  time  of  his  death  exadly  fixty  two  years   old. 

The  legitimate  children  of  the  Marquis  del  Valle  were,  Don  Mar- 
fin  the  prefent  Marquis,  Donna  Maria  before  mentioned  who  married 
the  Count  de  Luna  de  Leon.  Donna  Juana,  who  married  Don  Hernan- 
do Enriquez  heir  to  the  Marquis  of  TarifFa,  and  Donna  Catalina  dc 
Arrellano,  who  died  in  Seville.  Thefe  ladies  came  with  the  Marchi- 
onefs  from  Mexico;  her  brother  Fray  Anthonio  dc  Zuniga  being  fent 
for  them.  One  daughter  named  Donna  Leonora,  was  married  in  Mex- 
ico, to  a  rich  Bifcayan  named  Juancs  de  Tolofa,  which  alliance  gave 
great  offence  to  the  young  Marquis.  He  alfo  left  two  natural  fons,  one 
by  Donna  Marina,  named  Don  Martin,  who  was  commander  of  the  or- 
der of  St.  Jago.  The  other,  Don  Luis,  who  was  a  commander  of  the 
fame  order,  was  the  fon  of  a  lady,  by  name,  De  Hermofilla.  He  had 
alfo  three  natural  daughters,  one  by  an  Indian  woman  of  Cuba,  was 

named  Donna Pizarro  j  the  others  were  by  a  Mexican  woman.  Thefe 

ladies  were  all  left  great  fortunes.  The  Marquis  alfo  having  due  time, 
took  care  of  his  foul,  by  difcharging  his  fins ;  endowing  an  hofpital 
in  .Mexico,  and  a  monallery  of  nuns  in  his  own  town  of  Cuyoacan.. 

The  motto  and  arms  which  were  granted  to  him  were  well  adapted 
to  a  valiant  warrior.  The  former  being  in  Latin  I  will  fay  nothing 
about,  beeaufe  I  do  not  underfi:and  that  language.  His  arms  were  the 
heads  of  feven  kings  in  a  chain,  reprefenting  Montezuma,  Cacamatzin, 
Guatimotzin,  Tulapa,  Coadlavaca,  and  the  princes  of  Tacuba  and 
Cuyoacan. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  perfon  and  difpofition  of  the 
Marquis »     He  was  of  a  good  feature  and  ilrong  built,  of  a  rather  pale 
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complexion,  and  ferious  countenance.  His  features  were,  if  faulty, 
rather  too  fmall;  his  eyes  mild  and  grave.  His  beard  was  black,  thin,, 
and  fcanty ;  his  hair  in  the  fame  manner.  His  breafl  and  fhoulders 
were  broad,  and  his  body  very  thin.  He  was  very  well  limbed,  and 
his  legs  rather  bowed;  an  excellent  horfeman,  and  dexterous  in  the  ufc 
of  arms.  He  alfo  pofTefTed  the  heart  and  mind,  which  is  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  bufinefs.  I  have  heard  that  when  he  was  a  lad  in  Hif- 
paniola,  he  was  very  wild  about  women,  and  that  he  had  feveral  duels 
with  able  fwordfmen,  in  which  he  always  came  off  with  vidlory.  He 
had  the  fear  of  a  fword-wound  near  his  under  hp,  which  appeared 
through  his  beard  if  clofely  examined,  and  which  he  received  in  fomc 
of  thofe  affairs.  In  his  appearance,  manners,  tranfa6tions,  converfa- 
tion,  table,  and  drefs,  every  thing  bore  the  appearance  of  a  great  lord. 
His  cloaths  were  according  to  the  fafhion  of  the  time ;  he  was  not  fond 
of  filks,  damafks,  or  velvets,  but  every  thing  plain,  and  very  hand- 
fome;  nor  did  he  wear  large  chains  of  gold,  but  a  fmall  one  of  prime 
workmanfhip,  bearing  the  image  of  our  Lady  the  Blefled  Virgin  with 
her  precious  fon  in  her  arms,  and  a  Latin  motto ;  and  on  the  reverfe, 
St.  John  the  Baptifl  with  another  motto.  He  wore  on  his  finger  a  ring 
with  a  very  fine  diamond,  and  in  his  cap,  which  according  to  the  fafh- 
ion of  that  day  was  of  velvet,  he  bore  a  medal,  the  head  and  motto  of 
which  I  do  not  recollect:;  but  latterly  he  wore  a  plain  cloth  cap,  with- 
out any  ornament. 

His  table  was  always  magnificently  attended  and  fcrved,  with 
four  major  domos  or  principal  olHcers,  a  number  of  pages,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  plate  both  gold  and  filver.  He  dined  heartily  at  mid-day, 
and  drank  a  glafs  of  wine  mixed  with  water,  of  about  half  a  pint.  He 
was  not  nice  in  his  food,  nor  expenfive,  except  on  particular  occafions 
where  he  faw  the  propriety  of  it.  He  was  very  affiible  with  all  his 
captains  and  foldiers,  efpecially  thofe  who  accompanied  him  in  his  firfl 
expedition  from  Cuba.  He  was  a  Latinifl,  and  as  I  have  been  told,  a 
bachelor  in  laws.     He  was  alfo  fomething  of  a  poet,  and  a  very  good 
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rhetorician  j  very  devout  to  our  Hoi)  Virgin,  and  his  advocates  St.  Peter, 
St.  Jago,  and  St.  John  the  Baptift  in  particular;  and  charitable  to  the 
poor.  When  he  fwore  he  ufed  to  fay,  *'by  my  confcience!"  and  when 
he  was  angry  with  any  of  us,  his  friends,  he  would  fay,  **ohl  may 
you  repent  it."  When  he  was  very  angry,  the  veins  in  his  throat  and 
forehead  ufed  to  fwcll,  and  when  in  great  wrath,  he  would  not  utter  a 
fyllable  to  any  one.  He  was  very  patient  under  infults  or  injuries;  for 
fome  of  the  foldiers  were  at  times  very  rude  and  abulive  with  him;  but 
he  never  refented  their  conduct,  although  he  had  often  great  reafon  to 
do  fo.  In  fuch  cafes  he  ufed  only  to  fay,  "be  filent,"  or,  **go  away 
*'  in  God's  name  and  take  care  not  to  repeat  this  condud:,  or  I' will  have 
**  you  punifhed."  He  was  very  determined  and  headflrong  in  all  bu- 
finefs  of  war,  not  attending  to  any  remonflrancet  on  account  of  danger ; 
an  inftance. of  which  he  fhewed  in  the  attack  of  thofe  fortreffes  called 
the  rocks  of  the  Marquis ;  which  he  forced  us  to  fcale,  contrary  to  our 
opinions,  and  where  neither  courage,  counfel,  or  wifdom,  could  giy;e 
any  rational  hope  of  fuccefs.  Another  inftance  was  given  by  him  of 
his  obftinacy  in  regard  to  the  expedition  againft  De  Oli.  I  repeatedly 
advifed  him  to  go  by  the  mountains;  but  he  periifted  in  adhering  to  the 
coaft,  whereas  if  he  had  gone  in  the  direction  that  I  propofed  he  would 
have  found  towns  the  whole  way,  of  which  the  following  route  is  a 
proof;  Guacacualco,  the  high  road  to  Chiapa,  from  that  to  Guatimala, 
and  from  thence  to  Naco.  Where  we  had  to  eredt  a  fortrefs,  Cortes 
was  the  hardeft  labourer  in  the  trenches ;  when  we  were  going  into 
battle,  he  was  as  forward  as  any. 

Cortes  was  very  fond  of  play,  both  at  cards  and  dice,  and  while 
playing  he  was  very  affable  and  good  humoured.  He  ufed  frequently 
at  fuch  times,  thofe  cant  expreflions  which  perfons  who  game  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do.  In  military  fervice  he  pradlifed  the  moft  ftrid  atten- 
tion to  difcipline,  conftantly  going  the  rounds  in  perfon  during  the 
night,  vifiting  the  quarters  of  the  foldiers,  and  feverely  reprehend- 
ing thofe  whom  he  found  without  their  armour  and  appointments,  and 

Qqq  not 


(     482     ) 

not  ready  to  turn  out;  repeating  to  them  the  proverb,  that  **it  is  a  bad 
**  fheep  which  cannot  carry  its  own  wool.**  On  our  expedition  to  Higu- 
feras  I  perceived  that  he  had  acquired  a  habit  which  I  had  never  before 
obferved  in  him,  and  it  was  this;  after  eating,  if  he  did  not  get  his 
fiefla  or  fleep,  his  ftomach  was  affeded,  and  he  fell  fick.  For  this 
reafon,  when  on  the  journey,  let  the  rain  be  ever  fo  heavy,  or  the  fun 
ever  fo  hot,  he  always  repofed  for  a  (hort  time  after  his  repaft,  a  carpet 
or  cloak  being  fpread  under  a  tree,  on  which  he  lay  down,  and  having 
flept  a  fhort  time  he  mounted  his  horfe  and  proceeded  on  his  journey. 
When  we  were  engaged  in  the  wars  during  the  conqueft  of  New  Spain, 
he  was  very  thin  and  flender,  but  after  his  return  from  Higueras  he 
grew  fat,  and  acquired  a  belly.  He  at  this  time  trimmed  his  beard 
which  had  not  begun  to  grow  white,  in  the  fhort  fafliion.  In  his  early 
fife  he  was  very  liberal,  but  grew  clofe,  latterly;  fome  of  his  fervants 
complaining  that  he  did  not  pay  them  as  he  ought,  and  1  have  alfo  to 
obferve  that  in  his  latter  undertakings  he  never  fucceeded.  Perhaps  fuch 
was  the  will  of  heaven,  his  reward  being  referved  for  another  place; 
for  he  was  a  good  cavalier,  and  very  devout  to  the  Holy  Virgin,  and 
alfo  to  St.  Paul  and  other  Holy  Saints.  God  pardon  him  his  fins;  and 
me  mine;  and  give  me  a  good  end  which  is  better  than  all  conquefts 
and  vidlories  over  Indians. 
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CHAPTER     X. 


Enumeration  and  account  of  the  valiant  companions  whopaf" 
Jed  over  to  the  conquejl  oj  New  Spain  with  the  mojl  adventu^ 
rous  and  magnanimous  Don  Hernando  Cortes  Marquis  of 
the  Valley,  Advantages  refultingfrom  the  conquejl — TranJ- 
actions  at  court.      Concluding  bhjervations  of  the  author. 


An  the  lift  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico  the  firft  is  the  Marquis  Don 
H.  Cortes;  with  him  came  the  following  officers  and  foldiers.  Don 
P.  de  Alvarado,  commander  of  St.  Jago,  adelantado  and  governor  of 
Guatimala,  Honduras,  and  Chiapa;  he  was  about  thirty  four  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  of  a  handfome  perfon,  very  chear- 
ful  countenance,  and  mild  look ;  for  which  reafon  he  was  called  by  the 
Mexicans,  **Tonatio,"  which  fignifies  the  fun;  he  was  veryadlive,  and 
a  good  horfeman ;  of  a  generous  difpofition,  and  courteous  manners, 
very  fplendid  in  his  drefs,  wearing  a  gold  chain  with  a  medal  round 
his  neck,  and  a  diamond  ring  on  his  finger. 

F.  de  Montejo  was  of  the  middle  ftature,  of  a  chearful  counte- 
nance, and  gay  difpolition;  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  here  he  was  about 
thirty  five  years  of  age;  he  was  fitter  for  bufinefs  than  war,  and  of  a 
liberal  turn,  expending  more  than  he  received;  he  arrived  to  the  dignity 
of  adelantado  and  governor  of  Yucatan,  and -died  in  Caftille. 

Captain  G.  de  Sandoval  was  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  here  about 
twenty  two  years  of  age;  he  was  joint  governor  of  New  Spain  for  about 
eleven  months ;  in  this  officer  courage  and  judgment  were  conlbined; 
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he  was  robuft  in  body,  his  legs  rather  bowed,  and  his  countenance 
rriafcuUne;  his  hair  and  beard  were  curled,  and  of  a  light  brown;  his 
voice  was  rough,  and  fomewhat  terrible,  and  he  ilammered  a  little;  he 
-was  a  plain  man,  and  one  who  did  not  know  much  of  letters,  not 
avaritious  of  gold,  but  attentive  to  his  bufinefs  like  a  g6od  officer,  fee- 
ing that  his  foldiers  did  their  duty  well,  and  taking  good  care  of  them. 
He  was  not  fond  of  rich  dreffes,  but  went  plain  and  like  a  foldier.  He 
had  the  bell  horfe  that  ever  was  feen;  he  was  a  cheftnut,  with  a  flar 
in  his  forehead,  and  his  near  foot  white;  his  name  was  Motilla;  he 
became  a  proverb,  fo  that  when  any  horfe  was  extraordinarily  good,  we 
ufed  to  fay  he  was  as  good  as  Motilla.  Sandoval  was  an  officer  fit  for 
any  ftation;  he  was  a  native  of  Medellin,  and  an  hidalgo;  his  father 
was  an  alcalde  of  a  caftle. 

Don  C.  de  Oli  was  a  Hector  in  battle,  but  his  judgment  was 
not  equal  to  his  valour,  and  he  required  to  be  kept  under  command. 
The  captains  De  Alvarado,  De  Sandoval,  and  De  Oli,  were  in 
high  efhmation  with  his  Majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to  fay  that  he  had 
three  in  New  Spain  who  might  be  compared  with  the  greateft  the  world 
had  produced.  Cortes  alfo  ufed  to  talk  highly  of  his  officers  and  fol- 
diers, but  what  Bernal  Diaz  del  Caftillo  thinks  upon  the  lubjeit  is  this; 
that  if  what  Cortes  afterwards  faid  in  their  favour,  he  had  written  ajt 
firft  to  his  Majefly,  he  would  have  done  right;  but  at  that  time  he 
made  no  mention  of  our  valiant  actions,  nor  even  our  names;  but  only 
faid,  *'this  I  did;  this  I  ordered  to  be  done;**  whereas  I  think  theleaft 
he  (hould  have  done  was  to  make  mention  of  us.  I  will  now  return  to 
my  enumeration  of  our  officers  and  foldiers. 

J.  V.  de  Leon,  native  of  Old  Caftille,  was  about  twenty  feven 
years  of  age,  well  proportioned,  and  robuft;  his  beard  was  red  and 
curled,  his  voice  rough  and  fierce,  and  he  ftammered  a  little;  he  was 
a  cavalier  of  good  manners,  and  generous,  ffiaring  what  he  had  with 
his  companions ;  he  killed  a  perfon  of  conlequence  in  the  Ifland  of  Hif- 
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paniola,  for  which  he  was  obliged  to  conceal  himlelf,  and  the  officers 
of  juflice  never  were  able  to  apprehend  him,  he  made  fuch  refiftance 
He  was  mofl  valiant  both  on  horfeback  and  on  footj  he  died  at  the 
bridge. 

D.  de  Ordas,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Campos,  was  about 
forty  years  of  age ;  he,  was  captain  of  tlie  foldiers  armed  with  fword 
and  buckler,  not  being  a  horfeman;  he  was  very  valiant,  and  wife, 
ftrong,  and  of  good  ftature,  of  a  mafculine  countenance,  and  black 
thin  beard.  In  fpeaking  there  were  certain  words  which  he  could  not 
pronounce;  he  was  generous,  and  of  good  manners.  He  was  com- 
mander of  St.  Jago,  and  governor  of  Maranion,  where  he  died. 

Captain  L.  Marin  was  valiant,  and  flout  built  j  bow  legged,  with 
a  red  beard,  and  a  full  and  chearful  countenance,  llightly  marked  with 
the  fmall  pox.  He  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  a  native  of  St. 
Lucar,  lifping  a  little,  like  the  Sevillians.  He -was  a  good  horfeman, 
and  of  mild  manners  j  he  died  in  Mechoacan. 

Captain  P.  de  Ircio  was  of  middle  flature,  chearful  countenance,, 
and  duck  legged;  a  great  boaller  of  his  exploits,  but  by  what  we  could 
perceive  in  him  good  for  very  little;  he  was  always  repeating  certaia 
itories  of  the  Count  de  Urcna,  and  Don  Pedro  Giron;  we  ufed  to  call 
him  Agrages  without  deeds ;  he  was  for  a  time  captain  under  Sandoval 
during  the  fiege,  and  died  in  Mexico. 

A.  de  Avila  was  of  a  good  perfon  and  countenance,  clear  and  len- 
£ble  in  his  converfation,  very  valiant,  and  about  thirty  three  years  of 
age.  He  was  free  with  his  companions,  but  proud,  fond  of  command- 
ing, and  impatient  of  control],  with  a  confiderable  (hare  of  envy,  and 
turbulence,  infomuch  that  Cortes  could  not  bear  to  have  him  near  him; 
he  therefore  took  care  that  he  fhpuld  be  employed  in  fuch:  affairs  as 
would  draw  him  to  a  diflancej  he  was  uncle  to  the  cavaliers  the  fonsof 
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Benavides,  who  were  beheaded  in  Mexico;  he  died  in  that  city  or  in 
Yucatan. 

A.  de  Monjarez  was  of  middhng  ftature,  and  a  good  countenance; 
he  adled  as  captain  during  the  fiege,  but  was  always  an  invaUd ;  he 
was  aged  about  thirty  years,  and  died. a  natural  death. 

C.  de  Olea  was  a  native  of  Medina  Del  Campo,  and  a  moil  va- 
liant foldier ;  he  was  about  twenty  fix  years  of  age,  of  the  middle  fta- 
ture,  with  a  mafculine  but  pleafing  countenance;  his  hair  and  beard  a 
little  curled,  and  a  clear  voice;  this  foldier's  bravery  was  fuch  that  we 
all  held  him  in  the  highefl  honour;  he  faved  the  life  of  Cortes  at  Suchi- 
millico,  when  the  enemy  had  feized  and  were  carrying  him  off*  to  fa- 
crifice;  and  a  fecond  time  upon  the  caufeway  of  Mexico  when  he  was 
in  a  ftill  more  defperate  fituation,  being  wounded  and  in  the  hands  of 
a  number  of  the  Indians,  the  brave  De  Olea,  though  mortally  wound- 
ed, with  his  fword  killed  and  beat  off  every  one  of  thefe  who  were  up- 
on Cortes,  thus  faving  his  gencraPs  life,  and  lofing  his  own  at  the 
fame  time.  When  the  perfon  of  this  valiant  foldier  recurs  to  my  mind, 
and  the  manner  he  ufed  to  fight  at  our  fides,  the  tears  flow  from  my 
eyes,  for  he  was  my  towns- man,  and  we  were  related  to  the  fame 
families. 

G.  Dominguez,  and  Lares,  were  foldiers  of  high  renown,  and^ 
might  be  put  in  comparifon  with  Olea;  the  firft  died  by  the  fall  of  his 
horfe,  the  fecond  at  the  battle  of  Otumba. 

A.  de  Tapia  was  aged  about  twenty  four  years,  of  a  pale  com- 
plexion and  grave  countenance;  he  was  a  valiant  captain,  and  died  in 
Jvlexico,  a  natural  death. 

J.  de  Efcalante  was  a  captain;  he  died  at  Villa  Rica.     F.   de 
Lugo,  a  brave  officer,  adted  as  captain  occafionally ;  he  was  the  natu- 
ral 
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ral  Ton  of  a  wealthy  gentleman  at  Medina  del  Campo;  he  die^  Ji  natu* 
ral  death.  Gregorio  de  Monjaraz;  a  good  foldier;  loft  his  hearing 
during  the  fiege,  and  died  a  natural  death.  Four  brothers  of  Don  P.  de 
Alvanido.  J.  Xaramillo  was  an  officer  of  merit;  he  died  a  natural 
death.  Chriftoval  Flores,  a  worthy  foldier.  Chriftoval  de  Gamboa, 
equerry  to  Cortes.  One  Calcedo,  a  wealthy  man.  Francifco  de  Bonal,. 
a  good  foldier.  Maldonado,  furnamed  **the  broad,"  a  good  foldier.  Fran- 
cifco Alvarez  Chico,  a  man  of  bufinefs.  Francifco  de  Torrazas,  ma- 
jor, domo  to  Cortes,  a  perfon  of  merit.  Chriftoval  del  Corral,  our 
enfign;  an  officer  of  merit.  Anthonio  de  Villaroel,  fome  time  cnfign. 
Alonzo  de  Grado ;  one  fitter  for  bufinefs  than  war;  by  his  importunities 
he  induced  Cortes  to  give  him  the  daughter  of  Montezuma  in  marriage. 
Francifco  Flores,  a  very  noble  perfon.  De  Solis.  There  were  four  of 
-this  name;  one  was  furnamed,  "cafquete,"  or  "rattle-flcull;"  another 
called  himfelf  **Dela  Huerta;"  but  we  called  him  **filk  coat,"  be- 
caufe  he  prided  himfelf  on  his  drefs.  Another  was  named  '^De  atras 
ia  Puerta,"  becaufe  he  always  fat  behind  the  door  of  his  houfe,  obferv- 
ing  the  paflengers  in  the  ftreet.  Bernardino  Vafquez  de  Tapia;  a.  perfon 
.of  wealth  and  confequence.  Juan  Lopez  de  Ximena,  alcalde  major  of 
Vera  Cruz.  Juan  de  Cuellar,  a  good  horfcman,  married  the  handfome 
daughter  of  the  Lord  of  Tezcuco,  named  Donna  Anna.  Another  Cu- 
ellar related  to  F.  Verdugo.  Santos  Hernandez,  whom  we  ufed  to  call 
'*  the  good  old  ranger,"  Pedro  Moreno  Medrano,  alcalde  in  Vera 
ifruz,  a  good  foldier,  and  an  upright  judge.  Roman  Lopez,  a  perfon 
of  eminence.  Juan  de  Limpias  Caravajal,  grew  deaf  during  the  liege, 
where  he  was  captain  of  a  velTel.  Mclchor  de  Galvez.  Villandrando, 
faid  to  have  been  related  to  the  Count  of  Ribadeo.  OiTorio,  a  good 
foldier.  Rodrigo  de  Caftaneda,  a  good  foldier.  Juan  de  Naxara,  a 
good  foldier.  Ojeda,  who  loft  an  eye  during  the  fiege.  Alonzo  Her- 
nandez Puertocarrero,  coufin  to  the  Count  of  Medellin.  Hernando 
Burgueno,  a  good  foldier.  Tirado  de  la  Puebla,  a  man  of  bufinefs. 
Hernandes  de  Alanis,  a  very  brave  foldier.  Navarrete.  Juan  Flamenco. 
Francifco  del  Barco,  promoted  to  be  a  captain.     Juaja  Perez,  .who  killed 
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his  wife,  the  daughter  of  La  Baguera.  Najara,  * 'the  hump  backed,^* 
a  moft  vaHant  foldicr.  Madrid,  *'the  hump  backed/*  a  very  valiant  fol- 
dier.  Juan  de  Inhiejfta.  De  Alamilla,  a  good  crofsbow-man.  Moron*; 
a  fine  mufician.  DeVarela;  a  good  foldier.  De  Villafuerte;  a  perfon 
of  confequence,  married  to  a  relation  of  the  firft  wife  of  Cortes.  Gu». 
tierrez.  Pacheco;  a  perfon  of  diflin(5tion.  Hernando  de  Lerma,  or 
de  Lema;  a  (Captain.  Suarez  the  elder,  who  killed  his  wife  with  a 
blow  of  a  hand-mill.  Lafios,  who  had  a  fuit  about  his  diftrid:.  Garci 
Caro.  One  Ximenes.  Amaya.  Two  Carmenos,  brothers.  One 
Vargas.  Polanco.  Juan  de  Aragon.  St.  Eftevan.  Bernardino  de 
Coria.  Rodorigo  Rangel.  Almodova,  his  fon,  and  nephew.  A 
reverend  father  of  the  order  of  mercy,  named  Fra  Bartholome  de  Olme- 
doj  a  great  theologian,  a  fine  finger,  and  a  virtuous  man.  Two  ne- 
phews of  Alonzo  Hernandez  de  Palo.  Chriftoval  Diaz ;  a  good  crofs- 
bow-man. Juan  Siciliano.  Diego  de  Coria.  Juan  Sedeno.  Sara- 
gofla,  father  to  the  fcrivener  in  Mexico.  Diego  Martin  de  Agamante, 
a  good  foldier.  Diego  Hernandez,  loft  his  fight;  he  was  an  alliftant 
fliipwright.  Alvaro  Lopez.  One  Yanez  who  went  to  Higueras;  du- 
ring his  abfence  his  wife  took  another  huiband  with  whom  he  left  her. 
Martin  de  Alpedrino,  Juan  Alvarez  Rubazo,  Gonzalez  Sanchez,  brave 
men,  all  Portugueze.  One  Avila.  One  Efpinofa,  furnamed  "De  la 
**  buena  benedicion,"  from  his  often  ufing  the  word.  Peron  de  Toledo. 
One  San  Juan.  Aparicio  Martin.  Izguierdo;  a  good  foldier.  Mor- 
rales,  an  old  man,  lame  of  a  hg,  alcalde  in  ordinary  at  Villa  Rica,  and 
a  ftrid:  doer  of  juftice.  Arevalo,  Juan  Leon,  Madrigal ;  inhabitants 
of  Villa  Rica ;  never  were  on  fervice.  Navarro.  Manzairilla,  an  In- 
dian of  the  illands.  Benito  Vejel,  a  drummer  who  had  ferved  in  Italy. 
Alonzo  Romero.  Pedro  Lopez ;  a  good  foldier.  Juan  Garcia,  Her- 
nan  Martin,  and  another;  fmiths.  Alvaro  Gallego.  Pedro  de  Tapia, 
Lorenzo  Ginoves,  Ochoa;  a  rich  and  eminent  perfon.  Martin  Vaf- 
quez,  a  man  of  eminence.  Sebaftian  Rodriguez,  a  crofsbow-man  and 
Trumpeter.  Penalofa.  Juan  Perez  Artiaga,  furnamed  "Malintzin;** 
a  rich  man.     Pedro  Gonzalez  Sabiote,  a  good  foldier,     Aguilar  whom 

we 
• 


(    489    ) 

we  found  at  the  point  of  Cotoche ;  a  good  foldler.  Pedro  Valenciano. 
One  Tariffa.  Another  of  that  name  called  by  us  "the  meritorious/' 
becaufe  he  was  always  bragging  of  what  he  had  done,  and  that  he  had 
not  been  properly  rewarded;  a  prating  fellow.  Pedro  Sanchez  Farfan; 
a  brave  foldier;  he  a6led  as  captain.  Efcobar  the  bachelor,  apothecary, 
furgeon,  and  phyfician;  he  went  mad.  Juan  de  Caceres  the  rich. 
Gonzalo  Hurones.  Ramirez  the 'elder.  Allorga.  Toftado.  Pedro 
Valencia.  Fray  Juan  de  las  Varillas,  of  the  order  of~ mercy;  a  good 
theologian,  and  a  virtuous  man.  Thofe  enumerated  above  all  died 
naturally.  Francifco  de  Saucedo,  called  **  the  gallant."  Francifco  de 
Moria,  a  very  brave  foldier.  De  Lares,  a  good  foldier  and  horfeman. 
Another  of  that  name.  De  Solis,  an  old  man.  Benitez,  a  brave 
man.  Juan  Ruano,  a  good  foldier.  Two  nephews  of  Gonzales  de 
Najara.  Gonzalo  Dominguez,  very  brave  and  an  excellent  horfeman. 
One  De  Mora,  a  good  foldier.  Juan  Alvarez  Chico.  A  good  foldier 
who  had  loft  one  hand  in  Caftille  by  the  courfe  of  juftice.  One  To- 
billo,  lame,  as  he  faid  by  a  wound  received  while  ferving  under  the 
great  captain.  Gonzalo  Lopez  de  Ximena.  One  Pilar,  a  good  linguift. 
Alonzo  Luis,  a  good  foldier;  being  very  tall  he  was  called  **  the  infant." 
Alonzo  de  Monroy,  a  good  foldier,  fon  of  a  commander  of  St.  Stephen; 
he  went  under  the  name  of  Salamanca.  Juan  Rico  de  Alanis,  a  good 
foldier.  Martin  de  Vendabal.  Pedro  Gallego.  Three  foldiers  of  the 
name  of  Truxillo,  brave  men.  De  Valladolid.  De  Angulo.  Fran- 
cifco Gutierrez.  Santa  Clara.  One  Ximenes.  Two  brothers  of  the 
name  of  Florin.  One  Vargas.  One  De  Cieza,  remarkable  for  pitch- - 
ing  a  bar,  Bartholome  Pardo.  Arbolanche,  a  very  brave  foldier.  A 
nephew  of  one  Almodovar.  Two  brothers  by  name  Martinez ;  brave 
men.  Sancho  de  Avila  who  is  faid  to  have  brought  fix  thoufand  crowns 
in  gold  to  Caftille  from  St.  Domingo,  having  had  the  luck  to  fall  on 
fome  very  rich  mines  there;  he  loft  the  whole  at  play  and  then  joined 
us.  Alonzo  Hernandez  de  Palo,  Alonzo  de  la  Mefta,  and  Rabanal 
Montanez,  good  foldiers.  Retamales:  Gines  Nortes,  a  brave  foldier. 
Luis  Alonzo,  an  excellent  fwordfman.     Alonzo  Catalan,  a  good  foldier. 
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Canillas,  a  drummer,  and  a  good  foldier,  having  ferved  in  Italy.  Her- 
nandez, fecretary  to  Cortes.  Juan  Diaz,  belonged  to  the  general's  houfe- 
hold.  Balnor.  Cardenas,  who  faid  he  was  ion  to  a  commander. 
Arguello,  a  good  foldier.  Vafquez,  a  brave  foldier.  Arroyuelo.  Pizarrb; 
a  relation  of  Cortes,  adled  as  captain;  his  name  was  not  then  remarkable, 
nor  had  Peru  been  heard  of.  Magellanes,  a  brave  foldier,  a  Portugueze, 
as  was  another,  a  goldfmith.  One'Avila.  Two  of  the  name  of  Efpi- 
nofa.  One  of  the  name  of  San  Juan,  called  **the  lofty,"  from  his 
prefumptuoufnefs.  Caceres,  a  good  foldier.  Efcanola  the  younger. 
Alonzo  de  Talavera,  a  good  foldier.  An  Indiin  of  the  iflands  named 
Manzanilla.  Galleguillo,  a  very  little  man.  A  fmith  whofe  name  I 
forget.  Paredes.  Gonzalo  Mexia  Rapapello,  who  faid  he  was  de- 
fcended  from  the  corfair  of  that  name  in  the  reign  of  King  John.  Lu- 
cas Ginoves.  Cervantes,  a  buffoon.  Plazuela.  Alonzo  Perez  Maite, 
a  brave  foldier,  married  to  a  handfome  Indian  of  the  iflands.  Alonzo 
de  Efcobar,  a  perfon  of  confideration,  formerly  page  to  Velafquez. 
Ponce.  Mendez.  An  old  crofsbow-man  a  great  card  player  whofe 
name  I  forget.  The  page  Orteguilla  and  his  father.  Gaona.  Luis 
Farfan.  Morillas.  One  of  the  Toflados.  Porras,  a  fine  finger,  with 
a  very  fair  complexion.  Ortiz ,•  he  played  on  the  fiddle  and  taught 
dancing.  Serrano,  a  good  foldier.  Quintero.  Andres  de  Mola. 
Alberza,  a  good  foldier.  Mofl  of  thcfe  lofl  their  lives  at  the  bridge,  were 
facrificed,  or  fell  in  battle. 

Simon  de  Cuenca  was  killed  at  Xicalonga,  with  ten  more  foldiers. 
Francifco  de  Medina  died  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  with  fifteen  more. 
One  De  la  Serna,  who  difcovered  filver  mines,  I  do  not  know  what  is 
become  of  him.  Martin  Lopez,  the  fhip  carpenter  who  rendered  fuch 
eminent  fervices;  he  is  now  living  in  Mexico.  One  Granado  is  now 
living  in  Mexico.  Villa  Lobos  returned  rich  to  Caflille.  Juan  del  Rio 
returned  to  Caflille.  Juan  Gomez  returned  rich  to  Caftille.  Herman 
Lopez  de  Avila,  a  truflee  of  the  effedls  of  the  dead,  returned  very  rich 
to  Cailille.     Pedro  Efcudiro,  Juan  Cermeno,  and  his  brother,  all  good 
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foldiers.  Gonzalo  de  Umbria  a  pilot.  Francifco  de  Orozco;  had  been 
a  foldier  in  Italy,  and  a(5led  as  captain  during  the  fiege  of  Mexico;  I 
know  nothing  more  of  him.  Mefa  had  been  a  canonier  in  Italy;  was 
drowned  in  crolling  a  river,  after  the  conqueft.  Luis  Velafquez,  and 
Martin  Valenciano,  died  in  the  expedition  to  Higueras.  Alonzo  de 
Barrientos,  Juan  del  Puerto  a  good  foldier,  died  of  difeafe.  Pedro  de 
Guzman,  a  brave  foldier;  it  is  faid  that  on  his  journey  to  Peru,  he  and 
his  whole  family,  fervants  and  hories,  were  frozen  to  death.  Carde- 
nas ;  this  was  he  who  talked  of  the  two  kings ;  he  was  very  trouble- 
fome  to  Cortes.  The  Emperor  made  him  a  grant  of  lands  worth  a 
thoufand  crowns  a  year,  with  which  he  returned  to  Mexico,  but  fhortly 
after,  died.  Los  Villanuevas;  two  brothers;  Portugueze;  I  do  not 
know  what  became  of  them.  Villocinda,  a  brave  foldier,  put  on  the 
Francifcan  habit.  Alonzo  de  Herrera,  a  good  foldier,  he  fought  with 
Captain  Figuero,  and  to  avoid  the  vengeance  of  the  treafurer,  fled  to  the 
Indians  of  Maronon,  by  whom  he  was  killed.  Figuero  was  drowned 
going  to  Caftille.  Maldonado  de  Medellin,  I  do  not  know  what  be- 
came of  him. 

Lencero,  a  good  foldier,  had  an  inn  on  the  road  to  Vera  Cruz, 
turned  friar.     Sindos  de  Portillo,  pofleffed  large  eftates,  which  he  fold, 
giving  the  money  to  the  poor,  and  taking  orders,  led  a  holy  life. 
Quintero  a  good  foldier,  attained  great  wealth,  which  he  renounced  for 
God's  fake,  and  taking  the  Francifcan  habit,  led  a  holy  life.     Alonzo 
de  Aguilar  owned  the  inn  between  Vera  Cruz  and  La  Puebla;  a  rich 
man;  he  fold  all  his  property  for  the  ferviccof  God,  and  putting  on  the 
Dominican  habit,  led  a  holy  life.     Burguillos,  a  rich  man,  renounced 
his  property,  and  entered  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  which  he  afterwards 
quitted.    Efcalante,  a  good  foldier,  of  a  gay  difpofition;  he  put  on  the 
Francifcan  habit,  but  afterwards  quitted  the  monaftery,    and  entered 
again  into  the  military  fervice;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  a  month,  refumed- 
his  friar*s  habit,  and  led  a  holy  life.     Gafpar  Diaz,  a  wealthy  man,* 
renounced  all  for  God*s  fake,  and  retired  to  the  pine  woods  of  Guaxo- 
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cingo,  where,  in  the  mofl  retired  part,  he  made  a  hermitage  for  him- 
felf ;  in  this  courfe  of  hfe  he  reduced  his  body  jto  a  very  weak  ftate,  by 
fading  and  penance,  and  the  fame  of  his  aufterities  reaching  the  Bifhop 
Juan  de  Zumarraga,  he  entreated  him  not  to  carry  them  to  fuch  an  ex- 
treme. Several  other  perfons  alfo  joined  him,  being  induced  by  his 
example  to  lead  holy  lives  i  at  the  end  of  about  four  years,  it  was  God's 
will  to  take  them  all  from  this  world,  to  his  heavenly  glory.  Lerma; 
a  very  valiant  foldier ;  it  was  he  who  rendered  fuch  eifential  fervice  to 
Cortes,  in  once  faving  his  life;  Lerma  was  afterwards  obliged  to  fly, 
and  feek  refuge  among  the  Indians  from  this  very  Cortes  whom  he  had 
preferved,  and  who  was  exafperated  againft  him,  for  reafons  which, 
from  regard  to  his  honour,  I  will  not  mention;  we  never  knew  what 
became  of  him,  but  our  fufpieions  were  very  bad.  Pinedo,  a  good 
foldier,  had  been  educated  in  the  houfe  of  Velafquez ;  on  the  arrival  of 
Narvaez,  quitting  Mexico  to  join  him,  he  was  way-laid  and  killed  on 
the  road  by  Indians;  Cortes  was  fufpeded  of  having  a  hand  in  his 
death  .„  ^ 

One  Lopez,  returned  to  Hifpaniola.  Alaminos  and  his  fon,  Ca- 
macho  de  Triano,  Alvarez  de  Huelva,  Sopuerto  del  Condado,  Cardi- 
nas,  Umbria,  Galdin,  and  feveral  others,  all  pilots;  Sopuerto,  only, 
remained  in  Mexico  j  the  reft  being  in  dread  of  Cortes,  becaufe  they 
had  offered  their  fervices  to  Garray.  Enreque,  drowned  himfelf,  from 
defpair  and  fatigue  on  a  march.  Zemudio,  a  very  brave  foldier,  re- 
turned to  Old  Spain,  on  account  of  having  wounded  feveral  perfons  in 
frays;  he  was  there  given  the  command  of  a  company;  he  died  in 
Locaftil  with  many  other  Spanifh  cavaliers.  Tariffa,  the  third  of  that 
name,  called  by  us  "of  the  white  hands,"  becaufe  he  was  not  fit  either  for 
war  or- labour;  or  any  thing  elfe  except  to  prate  about  what  had  hap- 
pened to  hirn  in  Seville;  he  and  his  horfe  were  drowned  on  the  march 
to  Higueras.  Efcobar,  a  brave  man  but  very  turbulent ;  he  was  hang- 
ed for  fedition  and  for  violating  a  married  woman.  St.  Jago,  returned 
fiich  to  Caftille.     Aionzio  de  Kfcobar,  a  perfon  of  eftimation,  formerly 
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page  to  Velafquez.  Saldanba  and  two  more  whofe  names  I  forget 
were  killed  in  Tabafco.  De  Rojas,  went  to  Peru.  Guillen  de  la  Loa, 
Andrez -Nunez,  Maiffe  Pedro  el  de  la  Harpa,  and  three  more;  the  firll 
died  by  a  cannon  (hot,  the  others  by  the  enemy,  or  courfe  of  nature. 
Alonzo  Rodriguez,  left  good  mines  in  Cubaj  was  killed  at  the  rocks, 
together  with  Gafpar  Sanchez,  a  brave  man,  nephew  to  the  treafurer 
of  Cuba,  and  fix  of  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez.  Pedro  de  Palma,  firil 
hulband  of  Elvira  Lopez  *'the  tall,"  was  hanged  together  wuth  a  fol- 
dier  named  Trebejo,  and  a  prieft,  for  fedition,  by  Avila  or  Las  Cafas, 
after  the  death  of  De  Oli,  under  whom  they  ferved;  I  was  fliewn  the 
tree  whereon  they  were  executed,  v/hen  returning  from  Higueras  with 
Captain  Marin.  Many  fea- faring  men  alfo  came  with  us,  and  beha- 
ved very  bravely  in  the  wars,  but  not  recollediing  their  names  I  do^  not 
put  them  down;  I  fliould  run  indeed  into  too  great  prolixity  if  I  were 
enumerate  and  defcribe  all  the  valiant  foldiers  who  paffed  over  with  Cor- 
tes j  but  they  were  worthy  to  be  recorded  in  letters  of  gold. 

.  Laft  of  all  I  put  down  myfelf,  having  been  in  this  country  ante- 
cedent to  the  coming  of  Cortes  twice,  and  the  third  time  with  him,  as 
I  have  related;  and  I  give  thanks  and  praife  to  our  Lord  God,  and  his 
Holy  Mother  the  Virgin  Mary,  who  preferved  me  from  being  facrificed 
like  the  moft  of  my  companions,  that  1  might  now  relate  and  make 
manifeft  our  heroic  acftions,  and  enumerate  by  name  our  valiant  captains 
and  foldiers,  who  conquered  this  new  world,  thereby  to  prevent  all- 
the  honour  and  merit  from  being  unjuflly  afcribed  to  one  perfon. 

Of  thofe  who  came  with  Narvaez,  although  feveral  were  very  va* 
liant  men,  I  will  fay  nothing,  becaufe  my  intention  in  writing  this 
hiftory,  was  but  to  record  the  heroic  adions  of  the  foldiers  of  Cortes-.. 
I  will  therefore  only  defcribe  Narvaez  himfelf . 

Narvaez  was  about  forty  two  years  of  age,  of  tall  flature  and  large 
limbs,  a  full  face,  and  red  beard,  and  agreeable  prefenccj,  very  fonorous 
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and  lofty  in  his  fpecch,  as  if  the  found  came  out  of  a  vault;  a  good 
horfeman,  and  faid  to  be  vahant.  He  was  a  native  of  Valladolid,  or 
Tudela  de  Duero,  and  married  to  a  lady  named  Maria  de  Valenzuela. 
He  had  a  conliderable  property  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  where  he  was  a 
captain.  One  of  his  eyes  was  beaten  out  in  the  attack  which  we  made 
lipon  him.  This  gentleman  was  faid  to  be  very  clofe  in  his  difpofition. 
He  went  to  Caflille  to  lay  his  complaints  againft  us  before  his  Majefty, 
and  obtained  a  royal  grant  of  a  government  in  Florida,  where  he  was 
loft  and  all  his  property.  Thofe  who  read  the  particulars  of  fo  many 
gallant  officers  and  foldiers,  fuch  as  I  have  now  defcribed  them,  fre- 
quently aik  me  how  it  happened  that  I  (hould  remember  them  per- 
fed:ly,  after  the  lapfe  of  fo  many  years.  To  which  I  reply,  that  it  is 
natural  enough  that  I  fhould  recoiled:  the  names  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty  companions  who  were  always  together,  in  expeditions,  in  watches, 
in  battles,  and  in  fkirmiflics,  and  converfing  with  each  other  how  fuch 
a  one  had  been  killed  at  fuch  a  place,  and  how  others  were  carried  off 
to  be  facrificed.  For  this  was  the  manner  irt which  we  communicated 
with  each  other,  efpecially  after  we  had  come  out  of  a  bloody  and 
doubtful  battle.  And  there  have  been  generals  who  knew  the  foldiers 
of  their  armies  perfonally,  even  when  there  were  as  many  as  thirty 
thoufand  men;  fo.fays  hiftory  of  Mithridates  king  of  Pontus,  and 
another  king  of  the  Epirots,  and  of  Alexander,  and  Hannibal  of  Car- 
thage, and  in  our  times  of  the  valiant  Goii.zalo  de  Cordova  called  the 
great  captain,  and  many  others.  I  fay  farther,  that  I  have  their  figures 
fo  perfed:ly  pourtrayed  in  my  imagination,  that  I  could  draw  them  as 
it  w^ere  to  the  life,  each  of  them  in  the  manner  he  entered  into  battle, 
like  the  great  Apelles,  and  thefe  famous  modern  painters  Michael  An- 
gelo,  or  the  far  celebrated  Burgales,  who  is  faid  to  be  another  Apelles. 
Glory  be  to  God,  and  the  Holy  Virgin,  who  faved  me  from  being 
facrificed  to  idols,  to  make  thofe  things  known  1 

Having  enumerated  the  foldiers  who  pafTed  with  Cortes,  and  rela- 
ted in  what  manner  they  died,  I  have  now  to  obferve,  that  we  were  for 

■  the 


(    495     ) 

the  mofl  part  hidalgos,  although  fome  were  not  of  fiich  dear  lineage^ 
as  others,  for  all  cannot  be  alike  in  this  world,  either  in  rank  or  ia 
virtues.     But  whatever  may  have  been  the  dignity  of  our  birth,  we 
made  ourfelves  much  more  illuftrious  by  our  heroic  a<5tions  in  the  con- 
queft  of  this  country,  at  our  own  proper  cofl:,  and  without  any  fupport 
fave  that  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  w^ho  is  the  true  aid  and  fuccour.     If 
we  look  into  the  antient  hiftory  of  our  own  country,  we  fhall  then  fee 
that  many  cavaliers  arofe  to  dignity  and  honours,  by  valiant  and  faith- 
ful fervices  to  their  king;  and  I  have  obferved  that  thofe  who  thus 
obtained  thefe  titles  and  dignities,  did  not  go  into  the  field  without 
receiving  pay  and  falaries  for  their  fervicej  and  yet  they  were  rewarded- 
with  houfes  and  caftles,  and  lands,  and  privileges,  to  them  and  their 
defcendents  in  perpetuity.     Alfo  when  his  Majefly  Don  Jayme  won 
parts  of  his  kingdom  from  the  Moors,  he  made  grants  thereof  to  thofe 
cavaliers  who  had  affifted  him  in  the  conqueft,  from  which  period  they 
derive  their  honours  and  blazons.     Thofe  alfo  who  ferved  under  the 
great  captain  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  were  rewarded  in  like  manner, 
and  we,  even  without  his  Majefty's  knowledge,  by  our  valour  gained 
him  this  great  country.     I  have  here  recalled  this  to  recollecStion,  that 
the  world  may  confider  and  fee  our  manifold,  and  good,  and  notable, 
and  loyal  fervices,  to  God  and  the  King,  and  all  Chriftendom,  and 
let  them  be  put  in  a  ballance  and  weighed,  and  let  it  be  decided  if  we 
are  not  as  worthy  of  rewards  and  remunerations,  as  thofe  cavaliers 
whom  I  have  mentioned  above.     And  as  amongfl:  thofe  whom  I  have 
enumerated  there  were  many  valiant  companions,  I  was  held  in  no 
inconfiderable  degree  of  eflimation  in  my  day  as  a  foldier. 

< 
Now  curious  reader  refled:  on  my  life,  and  in  how  many  battles 
and  dangers  I  have  been,  fmce  I  firft  came  to  this  country,  and  how  I 
was  twice  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  who  were  carrying  me  off  to  facri- 
fice,  and  God  gave  me  force  to  efcape  out  of  their  clutches;  befides  the 
diftrefles  by  hunger,  thirft,  and  fatigue,  which  occur  to  all  who  under- 
take difcoveries  in  unknown  countries. 
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It  is  now  proper  that  I  fliould  relate  the  good  effeifbs  of  our  txer- 
tiohs  for  the  fervice  of  God  and  his  Majefty,  by  our  illuflrious  conqueflsi 
in  which  moft  of  our  companions  loft  their  lives,  being  facrificed  to  the 
idols  Huitzilopochtli  and  Tezcatepuca.  In  the  firft  place,  we  purged 
the  land  of  its  wickednefs  and  evil  cuftoms,  as  for  inftancc  that  of  hu- 
man facrifice.  By  the  accounts  taken  by  certain  reverend  Francifcan 
fathers,  the  firft  who  came  here  after  Fray  Bartholome  de  Olmedo,  it 
appears,  that  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  fome  adjacent  towns  in  the  lake, 
they  facrificed  every  year  above  two  thoufand  five  hundred  human  beings, 
young  and  old.  Of  courfe  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  country  the  num- 
ber thus  put  to  death  annually,  muft  have  been  much  greater.  Their 
various  horrid  pradices  of  this  nature  exceed  the  powers  of  my  pen  to 
defcribe.  Their  curfed  adoratories  were  fo  many  that  I  beftow  on  all  of 
them  a  hearty  malediction;  it  feems  to  me  that  they  refembled  what 
we  have  in  Caftille,  for  as  we  fee  there  in  every  city,  holy  churches, 
and  hermitages,  and  chapels,  fo  they  had  in  this  country  their  houfes 
of  idols,  devils,  and  diabolical  figures.  Befides  thefe,  each  native, 
male  or  female,  had  two  altars,  one  by  the  place  where  he  or  ftie  flept, 
the  other  at  the  door  of  the  houfe,  with  chefts  containing  idols  large 
and  fmall,  ftones,  and  ftone  knives,  with  books  made  of  the  bark  of 
trees,  in  which  were  noted  doWn  their  records  of  paft  times.  They 
were  much  addicted  to  abominable  pradlices,  efpecially  upon  the  coaft, 
and  in  the  fultry  provinces,  where  boys  wore  female  attire.  They  eat 
human  flefti,  as  we  do  beef  which  we  buy  in  the  market,  and  in  every 
town  they  had  wooden  cages,  wherein  they  kept  and  fattened  thofe 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  were  deftined  for  that  purpofe,  as 
was  the  cafe  with  all  thofe  whom  they  took  in  their  wars.  Inceft  was 
common  amongft  them;  and  they  were  drunkards  in  an  extreme.  In 
the  province  of  Panuco  in  particular,  they  took .  the  wine  into  their 
bodies  in  the  manner  a  medicine  is  adminiftered,  by  means  of  a  hollow 
cane;  an  unheard-of  beaftlinels !  •  They  had  as  many  wives  as  they 
plealed,  and  all  thefe,  and  other  abominations,  it  was  the  will  of  our 
Lprd  Jefus  Chrift  that  we  ftiould  be  the  inftruments  to  fweep  from  the 
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land,  fubllituting  in  their  places,  a  good  policy  and  the  holy  dodrinCi 
It  is  true  that  after  the  lapfe  of  two  years,  when  the  country  was  fub* 
jugated  and  civilized,  certain  worthy  fathers  Francifcans,  of  good  ex- 
ample and  do6trine  came  here,  and  were  followed  in  three  or  four} ears 
by  fathers  of  the  order  of  St.  Dominic,  who  completed  what  others 
had  begun,  but  if  it  is  duly  confidered  it  will  appear  that  the  meed  and 
honour  of  deftroying  the  evil  culloms  of  the  land,  in  juftice  belongs  to 
us  the  true  conquerors,  in  preference  to  any  other  perfons,  even  though 
they  (hould  be  of  the  holy  profeflion. 

Since  the  deftru(5lion  of  idolatr)%  by  the  will  of  God,  and  with 
his  holy  aid,  and  the  good  fortune  and  facred  chriflianity  of  the  moft 
chriftian  Emperor  Don  Carlos  of  glorious  memory,  and  of  our  monarch 
and  moft  fortunate  fovereign,  the  invincible  King  of  Spain,  our  lord 
Don  Philip  his  dear  and  much  beloved  fon,  to  whom  may  God  grant 
years,  and  much  increafe  of  dominion,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  during 
his  fortunate  and  holy  life,  and  to  be  tranfmitted  from  him  to  his  pof- 
terity,  there  have  been  baptized  in  this  country,  all  the  natives,  whofe 
fouls  formerly  were  funk  and  loft  in  the  infernal  pit.  At  prefent  alfo. 
as  there  are  here  many  reverend  fathers  of  the  different  orders,  they  go. 
through  the  country  preaching  and  baptizing,  whereby  the  holy  Evan- 
gelifts  are  firmly  planted  in  the  hearts  of  the  natives,  who  confefs  every 
year,  and  thofe  fufficiently  advanced  in  the  knowledge  of  the  faith  co- 
mulgate.  The  churches  alfo  and  their  altars  are  richly  adorned,  with 
all  requifites  for  holy  worfhip,  as,  crofTes,  and  candlefticks,  wax  can- 
dles, chalices,  cups,  plates,  and  velTels  for  incenfe,  all  of  iilver.  The 
ornaments  of  the  altars  and  crolTes  are  of  velvet  and  damafk,  and  other 
rich  materials  of  various  colours  and  workmanfhip,  aud  embroidered 
with  gold,  filk,  and  pearls.  The  funerals  alfo  are  diftinguifhed  by  their 
emblematic  reprcfentations  of  (kulls'  and  bones,  and  with  their  palls, 
fome  good,  and  others  not  fo.  Each  town  alfo  has  its  bells,  according 
to  its  ability.  There  are  choirs  alfo  in  the  chapels,  of  good  voices 
which  fing  in  concert,  tenors,  and  trebles,  and  counter-alto?.     In  fome 
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places  are  organs,  and  mofl  have  flutes,  hautbois,  fackbuts,  dulcimers, 
with  trumpets  bafe  and  treble,  more  in  this  one  province  of  Guatimala 
than  there  are  in  my  native  country,  which  is  Old  Caftille.  It  is  a  thing 
worthy  to  thank  God  on  to  fee  the  devotion  which  the  natives  exhibit 
when  at  holy  mafs,  efpecially  if  it  is  faid  by  fathers  of  the  orders  of  St. 
Francis,  or  of  Mercy,  who  are  appointed  to  the  cures  of  parilhes.  All 
the  natives  alfo,  men,  women,  and  children,  are  taught  the  holy  ora- 
tions in  their  mother  tongue,  and  when  they  pafs  a  crofs,  crucifix,  or 
altar,  they  bow,  and  falling  on  their  knees  lay  a  Pater  Nofter  or  Ave 
Maria.  We,  the  conquerors  alfo  taught  them  to  keep  wax  candles 
lighted  before  the  holy  altars  and  croiTes,  for  before  our  arrival  they  did 
ndt  know  the  ufe  of  wax  in  making  candles.  We  alfo  taught  them  to 
behave  with  refpe(5l  to  the  reverend  fathers,  and  when  they  came  to 
their  towns,  to  go  out  to  meet  and  receive  them  with  lighted  wax  can- 
dles, ringing  the  bells,  and  giving  them  plentifully  to  eat;  and  thus 
they  do.  They  have  alfo  other  holy  and  good  cuftoms,  for  on  the  day 
of  our  Lady,  or  of  Corpus  Chrifli,  and  other  folemn  feafts,  when  we 
make  procellions,  moil  of  the  neighbours  of  this  city  of  Guatimala  go 
in  proceffion  with  crolTes  and  lighted  candles,  bearing  the  image  of  the 
faint  who  is  their  patron  or  patronefs,  as  richly  dreffed  as  they  can 
afford;  and  they  go  finging  the  litanies,  and  other  holy  orations,  and 
found  their  flutes  and  trumpets. 

The  natives  of  thefe  countries  have  alfo  learned  the  trades  ufed 
amongfl  us  in  Caftille,  and  have  their  Ihops,  manufadories,  and  jour- 
neymen, and  gain  their  livelihood  thereby.  The  gold  and  filverfmiths 
work  both  in  caft  metal,  and  by  the  hammer,  and  excel,  as  do  the  lapi- 
daries and  painters.  The  engravers  execute  firft  rate  works,  with  their 
fine  inftruments  of  iron,  efpecially  upon  emeralds,  whereon  they  repre- 
fent  all  the  ad:s  of  the  holy  pafTion  of  our  redeemer  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  thofe  who  had  not  feen  them  execute  it, 
would  not  believe  that  fuch  works  could  be  done  by  Indians ;  infomuch 
that  according  to  my  judgment,  that  famous  painter  of  ancient  times 
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the  renowned  Apelles,  or  the  modern  ones  named  Michael  Angelo  and 
Berruguete,  and  another  a  native  of  Burgos  who  is  in  great  fame,  being 
as  they  fay  a  fecond  Apelles,  could  not  with  their  fubtic  pencils  equal 
the  works  which  are  done  by  three  Mexican  artifls  named  Andres  dc 
Aquino,  Juan  de  la  Cruz,  and  El  Crefpillo.  In  addition  to  all  thefe 
things,  the  fons  of  the  chiefs  ufed  to  be  grammarians,  and  were  learn- 
ing very  well,  until  they  were  forbidden  by  the  holy  fynod,  under  an 
order  of  the  moifl  reverend  archbifliop  of  Mexico,  but  many  of  them 
are  now%  notwithftanding,  literate.  They  are  alfo  weavers  of  filk, 
fluffs,  and  cloths,  and  manufacturers  thereof,  through  all  the  various 
flages.  They  have  alfo  learned  to  be  hatters  and  foap  boilers.  Two 
trades  only  could  never  be  acquired  by  them ;  one  is,  that  of  making 
glafs,  the  other  that  of  the  apothecary ;  but  this  is  not  owing  to  any 
dcft^  of  natural  genius,  for  they  are  furgeons,  and  herbalifls,  jugglers, 
and  makers  of  puppets,  and  of  violins.  Tillers  of  land  they  were  be- 
fore our  arrival;  and  now  they  rear  flock,  and  break  bullocks,  and 
plow,  fow  wheat,  manure,  reap,  fell,  and  make  bread  and  bifcuit. 
They  have  planted  their  lands  and  inheritances  with  the  fruit  trees  of 
Old  Spain,  and  fell  the  fruit,  cutting  down  the  unwholefome  peatch 
trees,  and  overfhading  plantains,  to  make  room  for  quince,  apple,  and 
pear  trees,  which  they  hold  in  high  eflimation.  We  have  taught  them 
alfo  laws  and  juflice,  and  in  confequence,  they  every  year  eled:  their 
ordinary  alcaldes,  regidors,  notaries,  alguazils,  fifcals,  and  major  do- 
mos.  They  have  their  halls  of  common  council,  with  bailiffs,  where 
they  meet  two  days  in  the  week,  judging,  and  fentencing,  and  for 
fome  offences  punifhing  and  whipping;  but  for  murder  and  higher 
crimes,  they  refer  them  to  the  governors,  if  there  is  no  court  of  royal 
audience. 

I  have  further  been  told  by  pcrfons  well  informed  upon  the  fubjed:, 
that  in  Tlafcala,  Tezcuco,  Cholula,  Guaxocingo,  Tepeaca,  and  other 
great  cities,  when  the  natives  go  to  council,  gilt  maces  are  borne  before 
the  governors  and  alcaldes,  as  is  done  before  the  viceroys,  and  they  do 
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ijuftice  with  as  much  zeal  and  a(5livity  as  is  ufcd  among  us,  priding 
themfelvcs  thereon,  and  being  very  anxious  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
our  laws. 

All  the  caciques  have  horfes  and  are  rich,  and  ride,  handfomely 
caparifoned  and  attended  by  their  pages,  through  and  about  their  re- 
fpet^live  towns.  In  fome  towns  alfo  they  exercife  with  the  lance  on 
horfeback,  run  at  the  ring,  and  haye  bull  fights,  efpecially  on  the 
days  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  St.  John,  St.  James,  our  Lady  in  Auguft,  or 
the  patron  or  patronefs  of  the  town.  Many  alfo  of  them  will  face 
•  the  bulls  be  they  ever  fo  fierce,  and  are  excellent  horfemen,  efpecially 
thofe  of  a  place  named  Chiapa  de  los  Indios.  Thofe  who  arc  caciques 
now  breed  horfes,  and  ufe  them  and  mules  for  ordinary  purpofes,  con- 
veying by  their  means,  wood,' maiz,  and  lime  for  fale.  Many  of  the 
natives  have  likewife  taken  up  the  trade  of  arrieros  or  carriers,  as  is 
in  prad;ice  in  Caftille.  To  conclude,  they  excel  in  all  manufadiures, 
not  excepting  that  of  tapeflry. 

Other  advantages  and  profits  are  alfo  derived  from  our  illuJftrious 
fervices.  By  them  our  mother  country  has  obtained  gold,  filver,  pre- 
cious ftones,  grain,  wool,  farlaparilla,  and  hides;  all  which  are  annu- 
ally tranfmitted  thither  to  the  benefit  of  his  Majefty's  revenue.  I  do 
not  include  the  prefents  we  at  various  times  fent,  and  that  which  is 
exported  by  merchants  and  pafifengers,  for  fince  the  time  that  the  wife 
King  Solomon  built  the  holy  temple  of  Jerufalem  with  the  gold  and 
filver  which  he  caufed  to  be  brought  from  the  Iflands  of  Tarfis,  Ofir, 
and  Saba,  ancient  or  modern  hiflory  do  not  record  fuch  treafures  to  have 
been  derived  from  any  country,  as  what  have  been  fent  from  New 
Spain;  and  this  I  fay,  becaufe  although  it  is  notorious  that  from  Peru 
many  millions  in  gold  and  filver  have  been  obtained,  yet  at  the  time  of 
the  conquef^  of  this  country  Peru  was  unknown,  nor  was  it  gained  un- 
til ten  years  after.  We  alfo  from  the  firfi:  continued  to  fend  to  his  Ma- 
Jeily  mofi:  rich  prefents,    for  which  and  other  reafons,    I  rate  this 
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couritry  higher  in  eftimation,  becaufe  we  well  know  that  Peru  has 
been  involved  in  cruel  civil  wars,  whereas  we  have  remained,  and  will 
continue  to  do  fo,  our  breafls  proftrate  on  the  earth  in  fubmiflion  and 
allegiance  to  our  lord  the  King,  and  ready  to  expofe  and  devote  our  lives 
•and  fortunes  in  his  fervice. 

Let  the  curious  reader  conflder  the  number  of  cities  of  New  Spain, 
which  from  their  being  fo  many,  I  will  not  detail;  our  ten  bifhoprics, 
not  including  the  archbifhopric  of  the  noble  city  of  Mexico,  the  three 
courts  of  royal  audience,  together  with  the  fucceflion  of  governors, 
archbifliops,  and  bifhops,  our  holy  cathedrals  and  monafteries,  Domi- 
nican, Francifcan,  Mercenarian,  and  Auguftin,  our  hofpitals  with  the 
extenfive  remilBons  and  pardons  attached  to  them,  and  the  Santa  Cafd 
of  our  Lady  of  Guadeloupe  with  the  holy  miracles  there  performed  every 
day,  and  let  us  give  thanks  to  God,  and  to  his  bleffed  mother  our  Lady, 
for  giving  us  grace  and  fupport  to  conquer  thefe  countries,  where  fo 
much  chriflianity  is  now  eftablifhed. 

Let  it  be  alfo  remembered,  that  in  Mexico  there  is  a  univerfity 
wherein  are  ftudied  and  learned  grammar,  theology,  rhetoric,  logic,, 
philofophy,  and  other  fciences.  There  is  alfo  a  printing  prefs  for  books 
both  in  Latin  and  Romance,  and  in  this  college  they  graduate  as  licen- 
tiates and  dodlors;  to  which  I  might  add  many  other  inflances  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  thefe  countries,  fuch  as  the  mines  of  filver,  and  other 
difcoveries,  whereby  profperity  and  grandeur  redound  to  the  mother 
country.  If  all  which  I  have  now  faid  does  not  fuffice,  let  the  wife 
and  learned  read  my  hiHory  from  beginning  to  end,  and  they  will  then 
confefs,  that  there  never  exiftcd  in  the  world  men  who  by  bold  atchieve- 
ment  have  gained  more  for  their  Lord  and  King,  than  we  the  brave 
conquerors ;  amongft  the  moft  valiant  of  whom  I  was  coniidered  as  one, 
and  am  the  moft  ancient  of  all.  I  fay  again  that  I,~— I  myfelf, — ^I,  am 
a  true  conqueror :  and  the  moft  ancient  of  alL 
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I  will  now  propofe  a  few  qucftions  by  way  of  dialogue,  with  the 
immortal  and  illuftrious  goddefs  of  Fame,  who  has  feen,  and  proclaims 
through  the  world,  our  manifold,  great,  and  remarkable  fervices,  to 
God,  his  Majefty  and  all  Chriftendom,  and  cries  with  a  loud  voice, 
faying,  that  it  is  in  juftice  and  in  reafon,  that  we  fhould  have  better 
eftates  and  fituations  than  others  who  have  not  ferved  his  Majefty  here 
or  elfewhere.  The  goddefs  alfo  enquires  where  are  our  palaces,  and 
manfions,  adorned  with  diftinguifhing  blazons,  with  fculptures  of  our 
coats  of  arms,  and  monumental  trophies  of  our  heroic  adlions,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  thofe  cavaliers  have  who  ferved  their  king  in  Spain, 
our  atchievements  being  no  way  inferior  to  theirs,  but  on  the  contrary 
of  moft  eminent  merit,  and  not  exceeded  by  any.  The  goddefs  of 
Fame  alfo  enquires  for  thofe  conquerors  who  efcaped  from  cruel  deaths, 
and  for  the  tombs  and  monuments  of  thofe  who  fell. 

To  thefe  queftions  I  reply  as  follows,  with  much  brevity.  Oh 
excellent  and  illuftrious  Fame!  defired  and  fought  for  by  the  good  and 
virtuous,  but  (hunncd  and  hated  by  the  malicious,  why  do  you  not 
exalt  us  as  our  merits  deferve?  know,  goddefs,  that  of  five  hundred 
and  fifty  foldiers  who  left  the  Ifland  of  Cuba  with  Cortes,  at  the  mo- 
ment that  I  am  writing  this  hiftory  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fixty  eight  no  more  than  five  are  living,  the  reft  having  been 
killed  in  the  wars,  facrificed  to  idols,  or  died  naturally.  In  anfwer  to 
your  queftion  concerning  their  tombs  and  monuments,  I  tell  you  that 
their  tombs  are  the  maws  of  cannibal  Indians,  who  devoured  their 
limbs,  and  of  tigers,  ferpents,  and  birds  of  prey,  which  feafted  on 
their  mangled  bodies.  Such  were  their  fepulchres,  and  fuch  their  mo- 
numents I  but  to  me  it  appears  that  the  names  of  thofe  ought  to  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold,  who  died  (o  cruel  a  death,  for  the  fervice  of 
God  and  his  Majefty,  to  give  light  to  thofe  who  were  in  darknefs,  and 
to  procure  wealth  which  all  men  defire« 

The  illuftrious  goddefs  next  afks  me  for  an  account  of  thofe  who 
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came  with  Narvaez,  and  with  Garray;  to  which  I  reply,  that  the 
number  of  the  foldiers  who  came  with  the  former  was  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  exclufive  of  the  mariners,  of  whom  not  more  than  ten 
or  eleven  furvive,  the  reft  having  fallen  in  the  wars,  and  being  facri- 
ficed  and  devoured.  Thofe  who  came  with  Garray,  according  to  my 
account,  including  the  three  companies  which  landed  at  St.  Juan  de 
Ulua  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Garray  himfelf,  were  in  all  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  foldiers,  moft  of  whom  were  facrificed  and  devoured  in 
the  province  of  Panuco.  Fame  alfo  afks  for  the  fifteen  foldiers  who 
accompanied  Lucas  Vafquez  de  Aillon  who  loft  his  life  on  the  coaft  of 
Florida;  to  which  I  reply  that  they  are  all  dead.  I  alfo  inform  you  Oh 
excellent  Fame !  that  there  only  remain  alive  at  this  moment  five  of  the 
companions  of  Cortes,  and  we  are  very  old,  and  bowed  down  with 
infirmities,  and  very  poor,  and  with  a  heavy  charge  of  fons  to  provide 
for,  and  of  daughters  to  marry  off,  and  grandchildren  to  maintain,  and 
little  rent  to  do  it  withall !  and  thus  we  pafs  our  lives,  in  pain,  ia 
labour,  and  in  forrow. 

Having  now  anfwered  your  queftions  illuftrious  Fame  relative  to 
our  monuments,  blazons,  and  palaces,  I  requeft  of  you  that  hencefor- 
ward you  exalt  to  more  effed;  your  moft  virtuous  and  excellent  voice,  in 
order  that  our  high  proweftes  may  be  made  known  to  the  univerfe,  and 
not  be  obfcured  as  they  are  by  the  flanders  of  the  malignant.  To  this  my 
requeft  moft  virtuous  Fame  replies,  that  ftie  will  do  fo  moft  willingly;: 
and  alfo,  that  ftie  is  aftoniftied  to  find  that  we  have  not  the  beft  proper- 
ties allotted  to  us  in  that  country  which  we  conquered,  and  which  it 
was  his  Majefty's  orders  fhould  be  given  to  us,  in  like  manner  as  the 
Marquis  Cortes  was  rewarded,  not  indeed  to  the  fame  extent,  but  mo- 
derately. The  goddefs  alio  fays  that  the  adtions  of  the  valiant  and 
magnanimous  Cortes  are  always  to  be  moft  highly  eftimated,  and  con- 
"fidered  amongft  thofe  moft  celebrated  in  hiftory.  She  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  obferves,  that  in  the  hiftories  of  Gomara  and  the  Do(5tor  lUefcas 
and  others,  no  mention  is  made  of  any  of  us,  but  they  only  fay,  "Cortes 
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diftovered,*'  and  '^Cortes  coAqaered  ;**  the  captains  and  foldiers  remaining^ 
unnoticed;  but  file  has  been  very  happy  to  find  that  all  which  I  have 
narrated  in  my  hiflory  is  flridtly  conformable  to  the  truth,  aad  that  I 
follow  matter  of  fad:  clofely  and  literally,  without  running  into  fervile 
praifes,  and  that  I  do  not  depreciate  many  valiant  Captains  and  foldiers 
to  exalt  oncj  as  is  the  cafe  with  Gomara  and  the  other  hiflorians.  The 
good  goddefs  alfo  promifes  me,  that  (he  will  proclaim  thefe  truths 
wherever  flie  fhall  be,  and  further,  that  if  this  my  hiflory  is  publiflied, 
it  fhall  be  credited,  and  its  authenticity  acknowledged  wherever  it  is 
feen  or  heard,  and  that  it  fliall  obfcure  and  annull  all  others. 

Befides  what  I  have  here  propofed  by  way  of  dialogue,  a  certain 
do(fl6r,  an  oydor  of  the  court  of  royal  audience  of  Guatimala,  afked  me 
hoWit  happened  that  when  Gortes  wrote  to  his  Majefly,  and  alfo  when 
he  Wetit  the  firft  time  to  Caf}:ille,  he  did  not  folicit  for  us,  fince  we 
U^ere,  under  God,  the  means  whereby  he  acquired  his  marquifate  and 
government.  To  this  I  then  replied,  and  now  fay,  that  when  his 
Majefty  gave  him  the  government,  he  therewith  received  the  better  part 
of  this  whole  country,  believing  that  he  was  to  remain  abfolute  mafter 
thereof,  and  to  have  unlimited  liberty  to  beftow  or  deprive  as  he  thought 
proper;  and  this,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  the  reafon  why  he  would  not  and 
did  not  write  on  the  fubjed:.  Alfo,  at  the  time  his  Majefty  gave  him 
his  marquifate,  he  folicited  the  government  in  the  fame  manner  that 
he  had  held  it  before;  but  it  was  then  refufed  him,  and  he  did  not 
think  of  afking  any  thing  that  might  be  ferviceable  to  us,  but  only  to 
himfelf. 

Further,  the  vecdor  and  facftor,  together  with  other  cavaliers  of 
Mexico  had  reprefented  to  his  Majefly,  that  the  Marquis  had  taken  for 
himfelf  the  beft  provinces  and  towns  of  New  Spain,  and  had  afTigned 
others  to  his  friends  and  relations  newly  come  from  Caflille,  leaving 
vefy  little  for  the  royal  patrimony ;  whereupon,  as  we  afterwards  learned^ 
his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  order  that  all  tiie  overplus  fhould  be  divided 
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amongil:  us,  the  companions  of  Cortes,  but  the  Emperor  was  at  that 
time  in  Barcelona,  preparing  to  embark  for  Flanders.  Had  Cortes  im- 
mediately after  the  conqueft  divided  this  country  into  five  parts,  and 
afligned  one  of  the  richefl:  and  beft  of  the  fifths  for  his  Majeftyj  allot- 
ted one  fliare  and  a  half  for  himfelf,  for  churches,  monaileries,  and 
municipal  properties,  as  alfo  for  a  fund  wherefrom  his  Majefly  could 
reward  cavaliers  who  ferved  him  in  Italy  or  againfl  the  Turks  and 
Moors ;  and  divided  the  other  two  fifths  and  a  half,  by  grants  in  per- 
petuity to  us,  we  fhould  have  been  all  fatisfadorily  provided  for.  As 
our  Caefar  was  fo  chriilian  a  monarch,  and  as  the  conqueft  of  this  coun- 
try coft  him  nothing,  he  would  have  readily  granted  us  thefe  favours. 
But  we  at  that  time  did  not  know  how  to  apply  for  juftice,  nor  to 
whom  to  reprefent  our  fervices  or  our  injuries,  except  to  Cortes  himfelf, 
who  did  in  the  bufinefs  as  he  thought  fit.  We  therefore  remained  with 
the  little  which  had  been  afTigned  us,  until  we  faw  that  Don  Francifco 
de  Montejo  who  went  to  wait  upon  his  Majefly  in  Europe  obtained  the 
appointments  of  adelantado  and  governor  of  Yucatan,  eftates  in  Mexico, 
and  other  rewards.  Diego  de  Ordas  alfo,  who  went  to  court,  obtained 
an  encomienda  of  St.  Jago^  and  diflridts  in  New  Spain.  Then  Don 
Pedro  de  Alvarado  went  to  Icifs  his  Majefly's  feet  and  was  made  adelan- 
tado and  governor  of  Guatimala  and  Chiapa,  commander  of  the  order 
of  St.  Jago,  and  obtained  diftridls  of  lands.  Lafl  went  Cortes,  who 
was  created  a  marquis,  and  appointed  captain  general  of  the  South  Sea. 

When  we  the  conquerors  therefore  faw,  that  thofe  who  did  not 
reach  his  Majefly 's  prefence  had  no  one  to  fpeak  in  our  favour,  we 
fent  to  petition  that  whatever  lands  thenceforward  fell  vacant,  fhould  be 
diflributed  in  perpetuities  amongft  us,  according  as  our  claims  were 
fubflantiated,  as  was  the  cafe  before  the  firfl  court  of  royal  audience 
held  in  Mexico,  whereof  Nuno  de  Guzman  was  prefidcnt.  His  Ma- 
jefly *s  exprefs  dirediions  to  Nuno  de  Guzman  were,  to  throw  the  whole 
property  of  New  Spain  into  a  mafs,  and  then  to  make  the  divifions 
more  equal,  dedu(5ting  in  due  proportion  from  the  immoderate  grants  of 
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Cortes.  Alfo,  that  to  us,  the  true  conquerors  (hould  be  given  the  beft 
diflri(5ts  and  of  moft  rent,  leaving  the  cities  and  great  towns  for  his  Ma- 
jell:y*s  property.  The  Emperor  alfo  ordered  that  the  vaffals  of  Cortes 
ffiould  be  counted,  leaving  no  more  with  him  than  his  patent  fpecified; 
but  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  furplus  I  do  not  recoiled:.  The  rea- 
fon  why  Nuno  de  Guzman  and  the  oydors  did  not  make  this  repartition 
in  perpetuity  was,  that  they  were  mifled  by  bad  advifers,  whom,  not 
to  difhonour,  I  will  not  name,  but  the  perfons  I  have  alluded  to  told 
them,  that  if  the  conquerors  once  found  themfelves  provided  for,  they 
would  ceafe  to  refpedt  and  be  dependent  on  them^  as  was  the  cafe  while 
they  were  compelled  to  fupplicate  for  a  fubfiftence.  As  alfo,  by  retain- 
ing, they  kept  the  power  of  beflowing  the  vacant  lands  at  their  plea- 
fure>  and  to  the  advantage  of  their  own  private  interefl:.  It  is  true  that 
as  diflri<5ls  fell  vacant,  Guzman  and  the  oydors  conftantly  alTigned  them 
to  conquerors,  and  colonifts,  to  their  fatisfa(5l:ion ;  and  if  that  court  was 
fuperceded,  it  was  on  account  of  the  difputes  with  Cortes,  and  of  mark- 
ing free  Indians  for  Haves. 

In  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty,  I  being  in  Old 
Spain,  the  licentiate  De  la  Gafca  came  from  Peru,  and  with  him  D. 
Martin  el  Regente  a  Dominican  friar ;  and  repairing  to  the  court  which 
was  then  at  Valladolid,  his  Majeily  promoted  the  aforefaid  father  to  the 
bifhopric  of  Las  Charcas.  At  this  period  a  council  was  formed,  com- 
pofed  of  D.  Fray  B.  de  las  Cafas  bifliop  of  Chiapa,  D.  Vafco  deQui- 
roga  bifhop  of  Mechoacan,  and  other  cavaliers  who  came  as  agents  from 
New  Spain  and  Peru,  together  with  fomc  hidalgos  who  were  brought 
by  bufinefs  to  the  court,  and  to  this  council  I  was  alfo  called,  as  being 
the  mofl  ancient  of  the  conquerors  of  New  Spain. 

De  la  Crafca  and  the  other  Peruvians  had  brought  with  them  great 
quantities  of  treafure,  as  well  for  their  own  ufe  as  for  his  Majeily,  the 
latter  being  fent  from  Seville  to  Augufla  in  Germany  where  the  Empe- 
for  then  was,  and  in  his  company  our  moil  happy  Don  Philip  king  of 
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the  Spains,  our  lord  his  dear  and  much  beloved  Ton,  whom  God 
o-uard.  At  that  time  certain  of  the  Peruvian  cavaliers  w^aitcd  on  his 
Majefly  with  the  treafure,  and  to  petition  that  he  Would  caufe  the 
allotment  of  lands  in  perpetuity  to  be  macle.  It  feems  alfo,  that  previ- 
ous to  this  time  a  petition  to  the  fame  effedl  had  been  prefented  from 
New  Spain  by  Gonzalo  Lopez,  and  Alonzo  de  Villanueva,  who  had 
been  fent  as  procuradors  or  agents  from  Mexico.  It  fo  happened  that 
juft  then  the  bifhopric  of  Palencia  fell  vacant,  and  was  beftowed  on  the 
licentiate  De  la  Gafca  who  was  alfo  made  Conde  de  Pernia,  on  account, 
as  was  faid  at  the  coui^^  of  the  fervices  rendered  in  Peru,  which  was 
then  at  peace. 

His  Majefly  was  pleafed,  in  regard  to  the  repartition  of  lands  in 
perpetuity,  to  order,  that  the  Marquis  de  Mondejar  prefident  of  the 
royal  council  of  the  Indies,  the  licentiates  Gutierre  Velafquez,  Tello 
de  Sandoval,  Gregorio  Lopez  and  Briviefca,  and  the  Dod:or  Hernan 
Perez  de  la  Fuente,  oydors  of  that  court,  together  with  cavaliers  of  other 
royal  councils  fhould  aflemble,  to  confider,  and  fee  how  the  repartition 
fhould  be  made,  as  was  beft  for  the  fervice  of  God  and  for  his  Majefly 's 
interefl. 

When  thefe  cavaliers  were  met  in  the  houfe  of  Pero  Gonzalez  de 
Leon,  where  wa^  eftabliflied  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  it  was 
propofed  in  that  very  illuflrious  alTembly,  that  the  perpetual  repartition 
fhould  take  place  in  New  Spain  and  in  Peru  j  I  am  not  certain  that 
Grenada  and  Bobotan  were  included,  but  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
were,  and  the  reafons  offered  in  fupport  of  the  meafure  were  holy  and 
good.  It  was  argued  that  if  the  lands  were  granted  in  perpetuity,  the 
proprietors  would  for  their  own  interefls  treat  the  natives  better,  and 
pay  more  attention  to  the  converfion  of  them  to  our  holy  faith.  That 
if  they  fuffered  from  ficknefs  or  misfortune  they  would  be  attended  to 
like  their  children,  and  the  rents  alleviated.  The  proprietors  would 
alfo  go  into  improvements,  planting  vines  and  breeding  cattle;  difputes 
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and  litigations  about  lands  and  boundaries  would  ceafe,  and  the  oifice 
of  vifitadors  or  infpecftors  would  be  unnecefTary.  The  minds  alfo  of 
the  foldiers  would  be  tranquillized,  in  knowing  that  the  prefidents  and 
governors  had  not  the  power  of  beftowing  lands  when  they  fell  vacant, 
on  their  clients  and  favourites.  His  Majefty  alfo  in  doing  this  would 
exonerate  his  royal  confcience,  in  recompenfing  thofe  who  had  ferved 
him  faithfully.  To  thefe,  many  other  good  reafons  were  added.  It 
was  alfo  propofed  to  deprive  the  turbulent  and  rebellious  in  Peru  of  their 
diftridis.  After  all  this  had  been  well  debated  and  confidered  in  the 
illuftrious  aflembly,  we  proceeded  to  give  our  opinions  in  favour  of  the 
perpetual  repartition. 

It  was  then  oppofed  by  the  BifFiop  of  Chiapa,  his  allbciate  Fray 
Rodrigo  of  the  order  of  St.  Dominic,  the  Bifhop  of  Palencia,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Mondejar,  and  two  oydors  of  the  royal  council  of  his  Majefty. 
The  Marquis  of  Mondejar  did  not  however  fpeak  upon  the  occafion, 
but  remained  as  it  were  on  the  look  out  to  fee  which  party  was  likely  to 
carry  the  queftion.  The  arguments  ufed  by  the  others  againll  the 
repartition  were,  that  many  in  Peru  had  now  life  eftates,  who  fo  far 
from  deferving  perpetuities,  merited  confifcation,  and  that  if  peace  was 
once  eftablifhed  in  that  country,  if  the  foldiers  who  were  unprovided 
for  faw  that  there  was  no  fund  for  that  purpofe,  they  would  become 
mutinous  and  caufe  new  troubles.  The  Bifhop  of  Mechoacan  who  was 
of  our  party  hereupon  afked  the  licentiate  De  la  Gafca,  how  it  had  hap- 
pened that  he  did  not  chaftize  the  mutineers  as  he  very  well  knew  them; 
whereas  on  the  contrary  he  had  given  them  lands.  To  this  the  other 
replied,  laughing,  that  he  had  hanged  and  quartered  many  of  them, 
and  thought  it  no  fmall  atchievement  to  have  efcaped  from  amongft 
them  fafe  and  found.     More  was  alfo  faid  on  this  fubjedi. 

It  was  propofed,  and  approved  by  many  prefent,  that  the  few  of 
the  real  conquerors  of  New  Spain  who  now  remained,  including  thofe 
"who  came  with  Cortes,  with  Narvaez,  and  with  Garray,  (hould  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  perpetuities,  referring  the  other  rnatter  to  future  cohfideration.  As^ 
foon  as  this  proportion  was  made,  the  other  party  moved  that  all   fur^- 
ther  proceedings  fhould  be  poftponed  until  the  return  of  his  Majefty  to' 
Caftille,  becaufe  in  an  affair  of  fuch  importance  his  prefence  was  necef- 
fary.     It  was  then  urged  by  the  Bifhop  of  Mechoacan  and  other  cava- 
liers, as  well  as  myfelf,  that  the  perpetuities  might  be  granted  in  New 
Spain,  leaving  the  Peruvian  procuradors  to  a6l  as  they  thought  fit,  this 
being  conformable  to  his  Majefl:y*s  declarations  and  inftrudions  in  our^ 
favour.  This  now  brought  on  much  debate  j  for  we  infilled  that  what- 
ever reafons  might  be  againfi:  the  granting  perpetuities  in  Peru,  could 
be  of  no  avail  againfi:  us  in  New  Spain,  confidering  our  great  fervices 
to  his  Majefiy  and  all  Chrifi:endom.     But  all  we  faid  was  of  no  effed: 
with  the  members  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  the  Bifhop   Fray 
Bartholome  de  las  Cafas,  Fray  Rodrigo  his  aflbciate,  and  the  Bifhop  of 
Las  Charcas.     They  faid  that  on  the  return  of  his  Majefiy  from  Au- 
gufl:a  in  Germany  every  thing  fhould  be  arranged  to  the  fatisfacflion  of 
the  conquerors,  and  thus  the  aflair  dropped  for  the  prefent. 

Intelligence  of  thefe  matters  being  conveyed  by  exprefs  to  Mexico, 
the  conquerors  there  propofed  to  fend  procuradors,  to  apply  to  his  Ma- 
jefi:y  for  our  interefl,  exclufively.  In  confequence,  after  my  return 
from  the  court  I  was  written  to,  here,  in  this  city  of  Guatimala,  by 
Captain  Andres  de  Tapia,  P.  Moreno  Medrano,  and  J.  de  Limpias 
Caravajal  **the  deaf,"  giving  me  an  account  of  their  intention,  and  of 
thofe  conquerors  concerned  with  them,  amongfl  whom  I  was  put  down 
as  one  of  the  mofl  ancient,  I  accordingly  went  round  with  the  letter  to 
the  other  conquerors  fettled  in  this  city,  to  raife  a  fum  by  fubfcription 
for  the  purpofe.  This  projedl  failed  from  want  of  money.  It  was 
then  determined  that  the  conquerors  in  Mexico,  conjointly  with  the 
whole  of  the  community,  fhould  fend  procuradors  to  Gaflille;  but  nei- 
ther was  this  carried  into  effe(5l:  At  a  fubfequent  period,  our  uncon- 
quered  king  and  lord  Don  Philip,  whom  God  preferve,  and  may  he 
live  many  years  in  augmentation  of  power,  was  pleafed  to  command  by 
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his  royal  ordinances  that  the  conquerors  and  their  poflerity  (hould  be 
provided  for,  attending  in  the  firfl  inflance  to  thofe  who  were  married, 
as  may  be  feen  in  the  royal  cedules. 

When  I  had  written  out  fairly  this  my  hiftory,  two  licentiates  re- 
quefted  me  to  lend  it  to  them  for  their  perufal,  in  order  that  they  might 
know  in  detail  the  occurrences  which  happened  in  the  conqucft  of  New 
Spain,  and  alfo  that  they  might  fee  what  difference  exifted  between  my 
account,  and  thofe  of  Gomara  and  the  Do(5tor  Illefcas,  relative  to  the 
heroic  actions  of  the  Marquis  Del  Valle.  I  accordingly  prefented  this 
book  to  them  for  their  perufal,  with  the  refpedt  which  is  due  to  fcho- 
lars  from  a  poor  illiterate  perfon  like  myfelf,  defiring  them  at  the  fame 
time  to  make  no  alteration  whatever  herein,  as  what  I  had  written  was 
the  ftrid:  truth.  As  foon  as  the)  had  read  it,  one  of  them  who  was  a 
great  rhetorician,  and  vain  of  his  knowledge,  began  to  praife  the  book, 
and  expreffed  his  furprife  at  my  memory,  and  at  my  being  able  to  carry 
in  it  fuch  a  feries  of  matter,  from  the  time  I  ftrft  came  to  thefe  coun- 
tries. 

The  licentiates  alfo  obferved,  that  in  regard  to  my  ftile  or  language, 
it  was  conformable  to  that  in  ordinary  ufe  in  Old  Caftille,  and  that  as 
fuch  it  was  the  more  agreeable,  not  being  embarrafled  with  flowery 
aftcdled  phrafes,  fuch  as  are  made  ufe  of  by  hiftorians  in  general. 
They  alfo  obferved  that  it  feemcd  to  them  as  if  I  praifed  myfelf  greatly, 
in  the  battles  which  I  give  an  account  of,  whereas  I  ought  to  have  left 
that  to  be  done  by  others;  and  that  I  fliould  have  given  my  witnefles, 
teftimonies,  and  quotations,  as  authorities  for  what  I  wrote,  and  not 
have  faid  drily,  **that  I  did;  this  I  faw;"  it  not  being  conformable  to  the 
cuftom  of  hiftorical  writing ;  for  I  am  not  a  witnefs  for  myfelf.  To 
thefe  obfervations  I  then  replied,  as  I  do  now,  that  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty  the  Marquis  Del  Valle  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  Majefty  giving  an  account  of  me  and  my  fervices,  how  I  had  come 
twice  to  this  country  on  voyages  of  difcovery  previous  to  his  expedition, 
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how  he  had  often  been  an  eye  witnefs  of  my  conduct  as  a  brave  foldier 
in  battle  as  well  in  Mexico  as  in  other  places,  how  I  accompanied  him 
in  his  expedition  to  Honduras  and  Higueras,  and  many  other  particu- 
lars which  to  avoid  prolixity  I  will  not  relate.  The  mofl:  illuftrious 
viceroy  alfo,  Don  Alonzo  de  Mendoza  wrote  to  his  Majefty  informing 
him  of  what  he  had  learned  relative  to  me  from  the  captains  by  whofe 
fide  I  fought,  and  his  account  was  in  all  refpe6ls  conformable  to  that  of 
the  Marquis  Del  Valle.  Proofs  to  the  fame  purport  were  alfo  prefented 
on  my  part  to  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  forty. 

Now,  faid  I,  gentlemen  licentiates,  are  not  the  Marquis  Del  Valle, 
the  viceroy  D.  A.  de  Mendoza,  and  my  proofs,  good  witnefles?  but 
if  they  will  not  fuffice,  1  will  produce  you  the  Emperor  our  lord  Don 
Carlos  the  fifth,  who  by  his  royal  letter,  fealed  with  his  royal  feal, 
commanded  all  viceroys  ari,d  prefidents,  that  refpeding  the  many  and 
good  fervices  which  I  had  rendered,  benefits  (hould  be  conferred  upon 
me  and  mine.  The  original  letters  are  now  in  my  poflellion,  and  the 
copies  depofited  at  court  in  the  archives  of  the  fecretary  Ochoa  de  Luy- 
ado.     Such  was  my  anfwer  to  the  obfervation  of  the  licentiates. 

But  to  return  to  my  fubje(5t,  if  more  teftimony  is  wanting  look  at 
New  Spain  which  is  three  times  larger  than  our  Caftille,  and  more 
thickly  inhabited  by  Spaniards,  and  the  great  wealth  which  it  fends  to 
Caftille.  But  I  have  obferved  that  the  hiftorians  Gomara  and  Illefcas 
jiever  chofe  to  relate  our  heroic  actions,  leaving  all  our  value  and  ho- 
nours in  the  dark,  where  they  would  have  remained  were  it  not  for  this 
my  true  hiftory,  an4  afligning  fuch  great  merit  to  Cortes;  in  which, 
although  they  were  right  to  a  certain  degree,  yet  they  ought  not  at  the 
fame  time  to  have  forgotten  us. 

Of  the  achievements  of  Cortes  a  part  alfo  of  the  honour  falls  to 
me,  for  I  was  one  of  the  moft  forward  in  every  battle  by  his  fide,  as  I 

was 
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was  in  many  others  when  he  fent  mc  under  different  captanis  to  conquer 
provinces,  as  is  found  written  in  my  Iiiflory,  how,  when,  and  where. 

Alfo  when  Cortes  returned  to  Europe  the  firft  time,  to  kifs  his 
Majefty's  feet,  he  informed  him  that  he  had  many  valiant  captains  and 
companions  in  the  Mexican  wars,  and  who  he  believed  did  not  yield  to 
the  mofl  famous  in  ancient  hiftory.  Of  this  praife  a  proportionate  fliare 
falls  to  me.  Further,  at  Algiers,  he  faid  much  in  praife  of  his  com- 
panion^ the  conquerors.  Of  this  I  come  in  for  my  portion,  as  I  was 
one  of  them. 

As  to  what  the  licentiates  faid,  that  I  praife  myfelf  fo  much,  and 
that  I  ought  to  leave  it  to  be  done  by  others,  I  fay,  in  common  life  it  is 
the  cuftom  of  neighbours  to  fpeak  of  each  other  as  each  defcrves ;  but 
he  who  never  was  in  the  wars  with  xis,  nor  faw  them,  nor  heard  of 
them,  how  can  he  fpeak  of  us?  were  the  birds  which  flew  over  our 
heads  while  in  battle  to  give  accounts  of  us  ?  or  the  clouds  ?  who  then 
was  to  fpeak  our  praifes  but  we  ourfelves  ?  Indeed  gentlemen  licentiates 
faid  I  had  you  found  that  I  detradted  from  the  honour  due  to  one  of  our 
valiant  captains  or  foldiers,  and  afcribed  it  to  myfelf,  then  you  might 
juftly  blame  me.  But  the  fad:  is  that  I  do  not  praife  myfelf  fo  much 
as  I  ought. 

I  will  now  make  a  comparifon,  although  on  one  fide  the  fubjecfl 
of  it  is  very  high,  and  on  the  other  a  poor  foldier  like  myfelf.  Hifto- 
rians  fay  that  the  great  emperor  and  warrior  Julius  Csefar  was  in  fifty 
three  pitched  battles.  I  fay  that  I  was  in  many  more  battles  than  Julius 
Caefar,  as  may  be  feen  in  this  my  hiftory.  Hiftorians  alfo  fay  that  Ju- 
lius Caefar  was  brave  and  adtive  in  battle,  and  that  when  he  had  time, 
he  at  night  committed  to  writing  with  his  own  hand,  his  heroic  adtions, 
although  he  had  many  hiftorians,  not  chufing  to  entruft  the  office  to 
them.  Truly  this  happened  many  years  ago,  and  may  or  may  not  be 
the  cafe;  whereas  what  I  relate  occurred  yefterday  as  it  may  be  faid. 

It 


(    513    ) 

It  is  therefore  not  extraordinary  if  I  relate  the  battles  in  which  I  fought, 
that  in  future  ages  it  (hould  be  faid,  **thus  did  BernalDiaz  delCaftillo/'  in 
order  that  my  fons  and  their  pofterity  fhould  enjoy  the  praifes  of  their 
anceftor,  in  the  manner  that  many  cavaUers  and  lords  of  vaflals  in  the 
prefent  day,  do  the  fames  and  blazons  of  their  predeceflbrs.  I  will 
however  drop  this  fubje<5t  left  the  detradting  malicious,  to  whom  thefe 
things  are  odious,  fliould  charge  me  with  digrcfling  too  much.  There 
are  alfo  conquerors  now  living  to  contradict  me  if  I  were  in  error,  and 
the  world  is  fo  malevolent  that  any  fuch  thing  could  hardly  pafs  with- 
out animadverfion;  but  the  narrative  itfelf  is  the  beft  teftimony  of  its. 
veracity. 

I  will  now  enumerate  and  particularife  the  various  battles  and  other 
matters  of  warfare  in  which  I  was  prefent.     They  are  as  follows.     At 
the  point  of  Cotoche,  with  Captain  F.  H.  de  Cordova.    At  Champo- 
ton,  a  battle,  wherein  half  our  companions  were  killed.     In  Florida, 
where  we  landed  to  procure  water.     Under  Captain  J.  de  Grijalva,  a 
fecond  battle  in  Champoton.     In  my  third  voyage  under  Cortes,  at- 
Tabafco,    two  pitched  battles.      On  our  arrival  in  New  Spain,    the 
battle  of  Cingapacinga.     Shortly  after,  three  pitched  battles  with  the 
Tlafcalans.     The  affair  of  Cholula.     On  our  entry  into  Mexico  I   was 
at  the  feizure  of  Montezuma;  I  do  not  mention  it  as  an  affair  of  war, 
but  on  account  of  its  great  boldnefs.     In  four  months  after,  the  attack 
upon  Narvaez  whom  we  under  Cortes  defeated  with  two  hundred  and 
feventy  fix  men,  he  having  one  thoufand  three  hundred*     The  relief  of 
Alvarado  who  was  befieged  by  the  Mexicans,  when  they  made  war 
upon  us  during  eight  days  and  nights,  and  killed  above  eight  hundred 
and  feventy  foldiers;.  I  confider  fix  battles  as  having  happened  during 
this  period,  at  which.  I  was  prefent.    The  battle  of  Obtumba.    A  battle 
at  Tepeaca.     Under  Cortes  a  battle  at  Tezcuco.     Two  field  battles,  in 
one  of  which  I  was  wounded  in  the  throat  by  a  lance.     Two  adlions 
concerning  the  fields  of  maize.     In  the  expedition  round  the  lake  when 
we  made  that  rafh  and  inconfideratc  attack  upon  the  fortrefTes  named  the. 
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rocks  of  the  marquis'.  The  battle  of  Cuernavaca.  Three'  battles  at 
Suchimillco.  The  (lege  of  Mexico  which  lafted  ninety  three  days,  du- 
ring which  I  was  engaged,  as  I  find  by  my  account,  in  above  eighty 
battles  and  fkirmifhes.  After  the  conqueft  when  I  was  fent  to  pacify 
the  provinces  of  Guacacualco,  Chiapa,  and  the  Zapotecans.  In  Cha- 
mula  and  Cuitlan,  two  engagements.  In  Teapa  and  Chimatan  two 
engagements;  here  I  was  wounded  badly  in  the  throat.  I  forgot  to 
mention  in  its  place,  how,  after  our  flight  from  Mexico  we  were  pur- 
fued  for  nine  days,  and  fought  four  battles.  In  the  Expedition  to  Hi- 
gueras  and  Honduras,  an  a<5tion  at  Culacotu,  where  my  horfe  which 
coll  me  fix  hundred  crowns  was  killed.  After  my  return  to  Mexico  I 
went  againfi:  the  Zapotecans  and  Minxes  in  the  mountains.  I  do  not 
mention  numberlefs  other  engagements  and  dangers  in  which  I  have 
been,  as^it  would  be  endlefs  to  detail  them  all.  Nor  do  I  chufe  to  fay 
how  I  was  one  of  the  firfl  who  came  to  lay  fiege  to  Mexico,  three  or 
four  days  at  leafl  before  Cortes. 

I  have  therefore  according  to  this  account  been  prefent  in  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  battles  and  engagements ;  and  it  is  not  extraordinary 
if  I  praife  myfelf,  as  what  I  fay  is  the  mere  truth.  Nor  are  thefe 
old  llories  or  hiftories  of  Romans,  of  many  ages  pafl;  for  evident 
and  true  are  the  many  and  notable  fervices  which  I  have  rendered;  firfi: 
to  God,  then  to  his  Majefi:y,  and  all  Chriftendom;  and  I  give  thanks 
and  praifes  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  that  I  efcaped  from  all  dangers,  to 
make  thefe  things  manifefl;  and  I  alfo  fay,  and  praife  myfelf  thereon, 
that  I  have  been  in  as  many  battles  and  engagements  as,  according  to 
hiftory,  the  Emperor  Henry  the  fourth. 
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Notes  and  ERRATxr 


The  author  frequently  miftakes  dates ;  it  has  been  therefore  judged  neceffary 
to  infert  them  in  the  heads  of  chapters  according  to  the  mod  corre6l  accounts. 

Page  25.  chapter  3.  although  the  appointment  of  Cortes  took  place  before,  the 
fleet  did  not  fail  for  the  continent  until  15 19. 

Page    31.  Line  19.  iny?ffli  0/ "who  took  Guatimotzin"  r^a^  whom  Guatlmotzin 

took. 

y^, iS.  infiead  of  **got"  read  gone. 

76. 8.  from  the  bottom,  inflead  oj  "his*'  read  this. 

145, 7.  between  "to"  and  "which"  infert^  the  fiat  fummit  of. 

147. ^,  from -the  bottom  "invalids"  note,   fufFering  by  the  difeafe 

afcribed  to  Hifpaniola, 

227. 8.  iwjZf'flc?  0/ "hundred"  r^-flt?  thoufand. 

243. 17.  after  "friends"  infert  to  whom  they  were  given  by  u». 

253. 16.  /n/?^fl£?  0/ "Guatimotzin  now"  read  Coadlavaca,  late. 

440. 2,  inflead  of  "o\xt'*  read  ih&\r, 

ibid. 4.  inflead  of  "we"  read  they* 

-^ 4150, 14.  /nj?eaio/"Figuero"  read  Herrera. 
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Page    20.  line    3.  from  the  top,  after  curfe,  read  what  they  term. 

for  refper,  read  res  per. 

after  Norths  read  and  South, 

from  the  bottom,   for  Alberici,   read  Americi,  and  for   Ul'ibone^  read 

Lijbona. 
from  the  top,  for  Amecum,  read  Amicum. 
•  •  ■     for  Libellis,  read  Li  belli  ^ 
■    '  '  •    •     for  Lhitate,  read  Civitate. 

for  Rev.  do,  read  Reverendo. 

'    for  CelebratOf  read  Celebrati. 

after  the  Word  Converjioney  there  fhould  be  a  full  ftop. 

under  the  Year  1596,  for  Trampton,  read  Frampton. 

1609,  for  offered y  read  an  offering  of. 

from  the  top,    for  StetteSy  read  Stiths. 

•  for  Fables,  read  Tables. 

under  the  Year  1 706,  for  Cumtuck,  read  Currituck. 

— I7I5»  foj"  Forfreri,  read  Torfai. 

—    9.    from  the  top,    for  Bortrom,  read  Bartram. 

^  P.  S.  The  Editor  is  fenfible  of  feveral  Omiffions,  as  well  as  of  other  Errors,  be- 
fides  thofe  above  corre(fled ;  but  having  been  unavoidably  from  Town,  while  the 
Work  was  in  the  Prefs,  he  folicits  the  Indulgence  of  his  Reader  for  them,  and 
hopes  the  Difficulty  of  the  Work  will  afford  him  an  Apology  for  its  Inaccuracies. 

The  fame  Book  fometimes  occurs  (by  Miftake  in  tranfcribing)  under  different  Years, 
and  not  unfrequently  in  the  fame  Year ;  but  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  it  is  more 
frequently  fome  different  Edition  of  the  fame  Work. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AMERICA,  not  only  as  it  contains  a  very  con- 
fiderable  portion  of  the  known  world,  but  in 
every  other  refpedl,  may  be  deemed  an  important  ob- 
ject of  hiftorical  inveftigation.  Its  firft  difcovery  ar~ 
refled  the  attention  of  mankind ;  an  attention  which 
feems  every  day  growing  more  ardent,  from  its  in- 
creafing  fplendor  and  progreffive  acquiiitions  of  power 
and  importance. 

It  has  furniflied  employment  for  numerous  writers, 
who  have  engaged  on  this  field  of  fcientific  controverfy 
with  various  fuccefs.  An  arrangement  of  fo  many  vo- 
lumes in  chronological  order,  it  is  hoped,  will  have 
its  ufe,  not  only  in  perpetuating  fmaller  trads,  which 
-  B  _  might 
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might  otherwife  have  been  negleded  or  forgotten,  but 
by  furniflbing  better  and  more  eafy  means  of  informa- 
tion to  future  hiftorians. 

The  prefent  compilation  originated  in  accident.  A 
gentleman,  of  the  Editor's  acquaintance,  in  America, 
propofed  to  himfelf  the  compilation  of  a  hiftory  of  that 
country,  for  which  purpofe,  it  was  neceflary  to  poffefs 
a  knowledge  of  all  that  had  been  previoufly  written 
upon  the  fubjedl ;  and  the  Editor  of  thefe  £heets,  having 
been  for  fome  years  in  the  habit  of  interefting  himfelf 
in  every  publication  that  related  to  America,  was  con- 
fulted  upon  the  occafion.  Hence  proceeded  the  at- 
tempt to  acquire  that  knowledge;  and  (by  a  very 
natural  gradation)  the  prefent  publication,  with  the 
hope  of  reimburling  the  expences  of  the  purfuit. 

The  Editor  is  confcious  of  many  defeds,  which  he 
muft  truft  to  future  efforts  of  his  own,  (or  what  is  as 
much  his  wifh)  to  the  more  fuccefsful  labors  of  others, 
to  amend.     The  prefent  volume  was  compiled  without 

affiftance, 
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afliftance,  and  under  a  complication  of  difadvantages, 
which  it  is  however  unneceffary  to  particularize ;  but 
this  publication  would  certainly  have  been  fuppreffed, 
if  the  Editor  had  been  acquainted  with  any  other  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  that  held  forth  that  information  upon 
the  fubjed:  which  he  knows  to  be  much  wanted,  and 
which  he  hopes  the  prefent  volume  will  be  found  in  a 
great  degree  to  fupply. 

London^  March  i,  1789. 
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INTRODUCTORY   DISCOURSE 
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THE  STATE  OF  LITERATURE 


I  N 


NORTH  AND  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


IN  all  abfolute  governments,  Genius  has  been  almoft 
uniformly  obferved  to  defpond  and  droop* ;  flie  is 
a  plant  of  the  moft  tender  texture,  that  requires  to  be 
fcduloufly  watched  in  infancy,  and  can  be  raifed  to 
maturity  by  little  lefs  than  the  care  and  anxiety  of  pa- 

*  To  this  pofition,  if  it  be  objeded  that  the  befl  Roman  writers  llou- 
rifhed  under  Auguflus,  and  that  they  were  nearly  equalled  by  the  French 
under  Louis  the  XlVth,  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  objedlions  are  few ; 
and  it  is  a  received  maxim,  that  the  paucity  of  exceptions  ferves  only  to 
confirm  a  rule. 

rental 
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recital  tendernefs.  An  occafional  flower  may  indeed 
bud  forth  in  the  fhade,  but  every  encouragement  is 
neceffary  to  expand  her  prpduftions  to  perfedion.  If 
neceility  (as  fome  contend)  is  the  mother  of  literary 
fame*,  Liberty  (at  leaft)  participates  the  claim  of  pa- 
rentage. Sheltered  under  her  wing,  fhe  has  ever  been 
obferved  to  flourifh,  and  to  tower  the  mofl  envied  and 
arduous  heights  \  while  abandoned  by  her  fofler  parent, 
fhe  has  degenerated  into  folly  or  frivolity,  and  funk 
into  annihilation  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  of  defcent* 
The  prefent  flate  of  literature  in  South  America  will 
ferve  at  leaft  as  one  inflance  to  illuflrate  this  pofition* 
— It  produces  nothing  conducive  to  the  good  or  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  ;  and  its  prefent  flerility  will  pro- 
bably remain  as  long  as  the  people  are  content  to  con- 
tinue under  bondage.  Two  fatal  a7ttidotes  here  ope- 
rate to  retard  all  fcientific  progrefs,  (namely,)  *'  The 
*'  Inquifition,"  and  '*  The  want  of  the  liberty  of  the 
''  prefs.'' 

♦  ■        . — — .^ -»- Venter, 

Persius. 

That 
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That  many  valuable  works  of  wit  and  humour  prove 
abortive,  or  die  in  embrio,  for  want  of  this  liberty, 
in  one  inftance,  and  from  dread  of  ecclefiaftic  tyranny 
in  the  other,  cannot  be  queflioned.  It  may  ('tis  true) 
be  attended  with  fome  di  fad  vantages,  but  where 
throughout  the  boundaries  of  nature,  is  abfolute  una^ 
dulterated  good  ?  Every  poifon  has  its  antidote,  and,  if 
is  to  be  feared,  moft  human  advantages  their  attendant 
inconveniences.  Gold  has  its  alloy — -licentioufnefs  is 
the  alloy  of  liberty ;  and  as  it  gives  currency  to  the  one, 
it  may  lend  a  zeft  to  the  other — and  not  without  its  ufe 
*— as  the  human  pailions  are  ordained  by  the  omnifcient 
author  of  Being  to  be  the  teft  of  virtue,  marking  out 
our  moral  boundaries  by  the  variety  of  light  and  fhade, 
and  giving  to  virtue  both  its  ftrugglcs  and  its  triumphs. 

The  advantages  arifing  from  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 

like   a  felf-evident  propofition,   ftand    in  no   need  of 

proof  or  illuftration;  they  are  inftantaneoufly  apparent, 

from    the    many  ufeful   and  entertaining  productions, 

.  which,   in  our  iiland,   folely  owe  their  birth  to  it.     It 

has- 


(     8     ) 

has  been  well  faid,  that  it  is  better  for  the  public  that 
a  million  of  monfters  fliould  come  into  the  world, 
(which  are  feen  to  die  as  foon  as  born)  than  that  one 
Hercules  fliould  be  ftrangled  in  the  cradle, 

Caufes  and  effeds  are  fliewn   in  the  ftrongefl:  and 
faireft  lights,  by  the  aid  of  contraft. 

Let  us  turn  (to  ufe  a  metaphor  of  Junius)  from  this 
barren  wafte,  where  no  verdure  quickens,  no  falutary 
plant  takes  root,  to  a  foil  fertile  in  every  great  and  every 
good  qualification.  Let  us  examine  the  ftate  of  lite- 
rature in  North  America.  The  elder  fifter  [South 
America)  is  decorated  with  gold;  but  that  gold,  fa- 
bricated into  chains,  and  as  is  too  commonly  the  fate 
of  wealth,  ferving  only  to  exclude,  what  is  conducive 
to  happinefs,  and  to  confine  what  is  effential  to  mifery. 
The  younger  fifter  (North  America)  inured  to  native 
poverty,  and  bred  in  the  tumult  of  difficulties  and 
danger,  has  arifen  to  fame  and  diftind:ion  among  na- 
tions.    Induftry  and  perfeverance  were  the  pinions  to 

fupport 
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fupport  her  flight,   and  heaven-born  liberty  is  flill  the 
ftrongeft  feather  in  her  wing. 

North  America  may  want  fome  of  the  fopperies 
of  literature.  She  boafts  not  thofe  dignified  literati, 
who  in  Europe  obtain  adulation  from  the  learned  para-^ 
fite,  and  applaufe  from  the  uninformed  multitude,  for 
purfuits  and  difcoveries  that  terminate  in  no  addition  to 
the  real  elegancies  or  conveniencies  of  living.  She  may, 
however,  claim  the  pofleffion  of  all  ufeful  learning. 
Science  has  not  only  reared  her  head,  but  flourifhes 
with  a  degree  of  vigor  in  the  new  world,  that  threatens 
to  furpafs  the  old.  In  the  great  and:^ufeful  fcience  of 
politics,  the  Republic  of  America  is,  perhaps,  unequalled. 
Their  orators,  lawyers,  phyficians,  hiftorians,  philofo- 
phers,  and  mathematicians,  may  be  fairly  oppofed  to 
our  moft  fuccefsful  cultivators  of  fcience  and  the  libe- 
ral arts ;  and  poets  have  lately  put  in  claims,  backed 
by  produdions,  that  evince  a  very  flender  inferiority. 
The  influence  of  freedom  and  independence  on  the 
arts   (fays  Lord  Kaims)  is  great.     Defpotifm  contrads 
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and  degrades  the  mind ;  but  under  the  iChade  of  Liberty, 
the  human  mind  expands  and  exercifes  her  powers y  in 
the  fulleft  latitude  of  fecurity  and  pleafure* 

In  South  America,  little  other  knowledge  is  fufFered 
to  be  propagated,  than  what  is  conducive  to  commer- 
cial purpofes,  or  tends  to  enereafe  the  ideal  enjoyments 
of  unwieldy  wealth  and  falfe  greatnefs.  In  North 
America,  the  whole  circle  of  fcience  is  occupied  by 
ingenious  induftry,  which  has,  for  the  moft  part,  proved 
itfelf  the  fuccefsful  candidate  for  literary  fame.  The 
people  of  North  America  have  now  profejSbrs  in  every 
art  and  fcience,  with  adequate  falaries  ;  and  whatever 
they  may  want  to  import,  men  of  eminence,  in  litera- 
ture,  are  not  of  the  number.. 

At  the  head  of  their  philofophers  and  politicians, 
Hands  the  venerable  Franklin.  In  the  firft  clafs,  the 
ingenious  Lorimer  muft  not  be  forgotten. — In  mathe- 
matics, the  felf-taught  Rittenhoufe. — In  divinity, 
Weatherfpoone. — lu  hiftory,  criticifms,  and  policy,  the 
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modern  Tacitus,  (Payne). — In  poetry,  Barlowe,  Smith, 
and  Ray. — In  painting,  Weft. — In  law  and  oratory — 
How  fliall  I  enumerate  them  ?  Take  the  firft  clafs. 
In  Georgia,  Geo.  Walton  ; — German  Baker,  in  Vir- 
ginia;— Jennings,  in  Maryland; — Lewis,  Bradford,  and 
Chambers,  in  Pennfylvania  ; — Boudinot,  in  Jerfey; — 
Hamilton  and  Bird,  in  New- York; — Johnfon,  in  Con- 
nedicut ;   and  Parfons,  in  Maffachufetts. 

They  have  feized  and  improved  fome  ufeful  parts  of 
faience,  that  our  public  feminaries  have  neglected.  They 
have  eftablifhed  profefforfhips  of  animal  magnetifm  and 
agriculture,  and  formed  focieties  for  the  improvement 
of  manufadlures  and  mechanics,  commerce,  navigation, 
and  policy. 

i:  Every  body  knows  the  two  philofophical  focieties 
that  exifted  in  Philadelphia,  in  1769. — They  are  now 
united  ;  and  are  proceeding,  in  their  literary  labors, 
with  renovated  ador  and  fuccefs. 

C  2  The 
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The  Commonwealth  of  New  England  have  efta- 
bliflied  a  fociety  for  the  cultivation  and  promotion  of 
arts  and  fciences,  of  which  the  intention  and  defign 
are  ftated  in  the  Ad  of  Incorporation,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

**  To  promote  and  encourage  the  knowledge  and  an- 
'^  tiquities  of  America,  and  its  natural  hiftory  ;  to  de- 
"  termine  the  ufes,  to  which  the  various  natural  pro- 
*'  dudions  of  the  country  may  be  applied  ;  to  promote 
*'  and  encourage  medical  difcoveries,  mathematical 
".  difquifitions,  philofophical  enquiries  and  experiments, 
*^  aflronomical,  meteorological,  and  geographical  ob- 
"  fervations;  and  improvements  in  agriculture,  arts, 
*'  manufadures,  and  commerce;  and,  in  fine,  to  culti- 
*'  vate  every  art  and  fcience,  which  may  tend  to  ad- 
**  vance  the  intereft,  honor,  dignity,  and  happinefs  of 
"  a  free,  independent^  and  virtuous  people/' 

The  utility  of  fuch  eftablifhments  has  been  fully 
evinced,  by  the  progrefs  of  knowledge,    fince  their  in- 
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ftitution.  United  labors  muft  neceffarily  have  greater 
efEcacy,  than  can  poflibly  refult  from  the  feparate  efforts 
of  individuals,  however  ardent  or  perfevering.  Here 
intelledlual  induftry  has  the  ampleft  field  for  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  genius  the  wideft  fphere  for  the  expanfion 
of  all  its  faculties.  In  a  v^ord,  they  feem  to  be  fol- 
lowing the  fteps  of  the  great  Lord  Bacon,  laid  down. in 
his  "  Novum  Organum,"  who  compares  fociety  to  a 
pillar,  compofed  of  four  parts.  Firft,  the  bafement, 
which  is  agriculture  ;  fecondly,  manufadures ;  thirdly, 
commerce ;  and,  fourthly,  apex,  or  the  fine  arts. — 
They  have  eredled  this  pillar,  and  laid  a  folid  agricul- 
tural foundation.  It  has  been  elevated  by  commerce, 
and  is  ftrengthening  by  manufadures,  and  will  fhortly 
be  adorned  by  the  arts,  and  furrounded  by  the  Mufes, 
to  celebrate  its  completion. 

Literary  property  is  now  fecured  in  mofl:  of  the  States; 
and  the  example  will  foon  be  followed  (if  it  has  not 
been  already)  by  the  reft,  having  been  ftrongly  recom- 
mended by  Congrefs. 

All 
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All  publications  of  confequence,   in  point    of  fize 
and  expence,  are  executed  in  Europe;   and  generally  in 
London,   Dublin,   or  Edinburgh. 

The  people  of  North  America  manufadlure  their  own 
paper,  and  in  fufficient  quantities  for  home  confump- 
tion ;  but  the  price  of  labour  is  ftill  fo  extremely  high, 
that  it  feldom  anfwers  to  print  any  works  here,  except 
their  own  laws,  pamphlets,  and  newfpapers,  which  every 
ftate  prints  in  abundance,  and  in  the  laft  article  of  li- 
terary utility,  it  mufl:  be  admitted,  they  excel.  The 
newfpapers  of  Maflachufetts,  Connedicut,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Pennfylvania,  and  Maryland,  are  unequalled,  whether 
confidered  with  refped  to  wit  and  humour,  entertain- 
ment or  inftrudlion.  Every  capital  town  on  the  conti- 
nent prints  a  weekly  paper,  and  feveral  of  them  have 
one  or  more  daily  papers.  In  the  northern  ftates,  they 
print  a  few  fchool  books,  and  occafionally  in  New- 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  republifh  any  tradls 
not  remarkably  large,  and  particularly  celebrated  ;  but 
they  are  feldom  well  executed.     One  Bell,  a  bookfeller 
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in  Philadelphia,  reprinted  Blackftone's  Commentaries ; 
but  they  are  very  ill  done,  and  fell  much  higher  than 
thofe  imported.  Aitken,  a  printer  in  Philadelphia, 
finifhed  an  American  edition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  was  highly  approved,  and  recommended  by  a  re-* 
folution  of  Congrefs,  and  yet  he  loft  by  it  very  confider- 
ably.  The  travels  of  the  Marquis  de  Chattellux  have 
been  lately  reprinted  at  New- York,  and  fome  few 
other  publications,  but  they  are  ill  executed,  and  do 
not  fell  well. 

The  wages  of  printers  are  very  great ;  and  progref- 
fively  fo  from  the  extreme  parts  of  the  northern  to  the 
fouthern  ftate.  In  New  Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts, 
Connedicut,  and  Rhode  Ifland,  journeymen  printers 
have  from  three  to  eight  dollars  per  week.  In  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Maryland,  from  five  to  ten  per 
week ;  and  in  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  from  eight  to  twenty  and  twenty-five,  accord- 
ing to  their  merit  and  ability.  Printers  are  very  fcarce 
in  the  fouthern  ftates. 

They 
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'they  caft  their  own  types  in  various  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent, but  they  are  neither  fo  good  nor  cheap  as  thofe 
done  in  Europe.  Great  quantities  are  imported  from 
Glafgow. 

The  greateft  bookfellers  are  in  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Baltimore.  Northward  of  New  York,  there 
are  none  of  any  confequence — not  even  in  Bofton ;  or, 
fouthward  of  Baltimore;  not  even  in  Charlefton.  The 
bookfellers  throughout  the  continent  are  generally  fup-^ 
plied  from  one  of  the  above  three  places,  where  there 
are  many  confiderable  ones,  who  import  largely  from 
Europe,  and  there  are  few  publications  that  cannot 
be  purchafed  here,  except  very  heavy  and  expenfive 
ones,  ofwhich  they  have  none.  A  lingle  book,  of  the 
value  of  5I.  or  lol.  is  no  where  to  be  found  here.  They 
fell  to  tranfient  cuftomers  at  the  advance  of  50I.  and 
in  fome  inftances,  100  per  cent,  and  their  fales  are  very 
great,  for  it  is.  fcarce  poffible  to  conceive  the  number 
of  readers  with  which  even  every  little  town  abounds. 
The  common  people  are  on  a  footing,  in  point  of  lite- 
rature, 
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rature,  with  the  middle  ranks  in  Europe,  They  all 
read  and  write,  and  underftand  arithmetic ; — almoft 
every  little  town  now  fiirniflies  a  circulating  library. 

Books  are  fold  fouthward  of  Maryland,  particularly 
in  Virginia  'and  North  Carolina,  at  an  extravagant 
price — not  unfrequently  at  an  advance  of  200I.  per 
cent. 

Law  books  have  the  moft  rapid  fale,  and  that  at  an 
exceffive  price.  Newnham's  Conveyancing  fold,  in 
Philadelphia,  for  eight  and  nine  guineas  per  fet,  and 
were  bought  up  immediately.  Bacon's  Abridgement 
(a  book,  which,  with  Blackftone's  Commentaries,  is 
highly  in  repute  throughout  America)  has  repeatedly 
been  fold  in  North  Carolina  for  100  hard  dollars.  They 
do  not,  in  North  Carolina,  import  from  Europe,  but 
purchafe,  at  an  unreafonably  high  price,  of  the  northern 
bookfellers,  and  then  fell  at  an  advance  of  50,  or,  in 
many  inftances,  lool.  per  cent. — Great  quantities  of 
various  kinds  of  produce  are  conftantly  fhipped  from 
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the  Southern  States,  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  for 
European  books. 

Any  thing  that  has  relation  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
country,  fells  well ;  and  medical  books  have  alfo  a 
rapid  fale. 

Whatever  is  ufeful,  fells ;  but  publications  on  fubjeds 
merely  fpeculative,  and  rather  curious  than  important, 
and  generally  fuch  on  the  arts  and  fciences,  as  are  vo- 
luminous and  expenlive,  lie  upon  the  bookfeller's  hands. 
They  have  no  ready  money  to  fpare  for  any  thing  but 
what  they  njoant ;  and,  in  literary  purchafes,  look  for 
prefent,  or  future  ufe. 

Scotch  books,  like  their  countrymen,  are  not  much 
in  repute  in  any  part  of  North  America.  Englifli  law 
books,  not  only  on  account  of  their  price,  but  fize,  are 
not  much  in  demand ;  the  folio  being  inconvenient  for 
the  lawyers  to  take  on  their  circuits. 
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Irifh  books  (like  Irifhmen)  have,  in  every  thing,  a  pre- 
ference throughout  this  country  ;  and  the.  fale  of  their 
books,  thofe  on  law  in  particular,  is  extremely  great. 

The  demand  for  foreign  literature  is  inconfiderable. 
It  is  very  little  for  French  books,  and  ftill  lefs  for  Ita- 
lian, Spanifh,  and  Portugefe.  German  books  are,  in 
fome  degree,  an  exception,  for  they  fell  in  parts  inha- 
bited by  the  Dutch;  but  principally  books  of  devotion 
and  fchool  books.  They  have  very  few  men  of  lite- 
rature among  them  here.  When  a  Dutchman  is  not  at 
prayers,  he  is  either  at  work  or  afleep. 

The  French  have  taken  imcommon  pains  to  intro- 
duce their  language  and  literature,  but  without  fuccefs. 
Their  principal  intercourfe  has  been  (from  motives  of 
political  intrigue)  with  thofe  high  in  office,  and  gene- 
rally with  thofe  in  and  about  Congrefs,  fome  of  whom 
fpeak  French,  and  read  French  books;  but  their  num- 
ber is  comparatively  fmall.  The  common  people,  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one,  ftill  prefer  old  Englifli 
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times,  dwell  with  pleafure  on  what  they  term,  their 
Englifh  anceftors,  fpeak  only  the  Englifli  tongue,  hear- 
tily curfe — French  gibberifh  and  politics,  and  continue 
ftill  to  read  and  admire  old  Englifh  books. 

The  ftate  of  literature  is  at  a  very  low  ebb  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunfwick.  Few  read  at  all,  except 
profeffional  men,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  who 
are  fupplied  by  a  fmall  circulating  library  in  Halifax* 
Spme  few  books  are  imported  by  the  merchants,  and 
fold  in  common,  with  other  goods,  at  their  ftores ;  but 
the  whole  province  does  not  afford  a  bookfeller's  {hop 
larger  than  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  our  fmalleft  coun- 
try towns  in  England.  The  middle  and  lower  order  of 
people  do  not  read ;  their  time  is  neceffarily  occupied 
in  the  cultivation  of  an  obdurate  and  unpropitious 
foil. 

The  fame  obfervations  apply  to  Canada.     The  French 
peafantry  are  all  Catholics,  and  ufe  no  books  but  reli- 
gious ones.     There  is  one  miferable  bookfeller  in  Que- 
bec, 
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bee,  who  is  fupported  by  publifliing  a  weekly  gazette 
in  French  and  Englifh,  (which,  however,  is  neither 
French  nor  Englifh,)  and  another  in  Montreal,  fupported 
on  the  fame  terms.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  every  gentle- 
man almoft  takes  out  his  own  library  with  him  ;  and 
what  books  may  be  wanted  are  generally  fold  in  the 
ftores  of  merchants  who  import  them  from  England 
with  their  other  goods,  although  the  capital  of  each 
of  the  iflands  has  one  perfon  who  calls  himfelf  a  book- 
feller,  who  binds,  deals  in  ftationary,  and  keeps  a  few 
books,  fuch  as  he  judges  are  moft  in  demand,  which  he 
fells  at  an  advance  of  70  and  igol.  per  cent. 

London,  March  1789. 
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BIBLIOTHECA  AMERICANA* 


BIB.    I  N  C  E  R  T.    TEMP. 

JLJlISTORIA  Americae  feve  novi  or  bis  comprehendens  in  ii.  par- 
tibus  exa6liffimam  defcriptionem  vaftiffimarum  et  multis  adhinc 
feculis  incognitarum  terrarum,  quae  nunc  paflim  Indite  occiden- 
tales  nominantur  ;  viilgo  ufurpatur  cum  elegantiffimis  tabulis  & 
iiguris  aere  incifis  per  Theodorem  de  Bry  &  Merean  Francofurti 
variis  annis  edita  ii.  part.     3  vols,  folio.     Incert.  Temp. 

Novus  Orbis  Regionum  ac  Infularum  veteribus  incognitarum,  &c. 
Folio.     Bafilice. 

Freyre.  (Ant.)  Pirates  de  la  America.     Quarto.    jR. 

Gomara  (Fr.  Lopez  de).  Hiftoria  General  de  las  Indias.  Exft. 
BarciaHift.     R, 

*  For  an  account  of  the  writers  on  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Mexico,  from  Cortez  down 
to  Robertfon  and  Raynal,  fee  the  firfl  volume  of  Clavigero's  Hiftory  of  Mexico,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Italian  by  Charles  Cullen.     1787. 

Chronica 
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-Chronica  de  la  Nueva  Efpagna,  o*  Conquifta  de 


Mexico.     Exft.  Barcia  Hift.     R. 

Godoy  (Drego  de).  Relacion  ab  H.  Cortez,  que  trata  de  defcru- 
bimiento  de  Diverfas  Ciudades,  y  Provincios,  y  Guerras  que  tuio 
con  los  Indies.     Exft.  Barcia  Hift.     R. 

Madriga  (Pedro  de).  Defer iption  de  la  Government  de  Perou. 
Exft.  voyages  qui  ont  fervi  a  le  eftablifement  de  la  comp  des 
Indes.     jR. 

Mechuacan.  Relacion  de  las  Ceremonias,  Ritas,  y  Poblacion  de  los 
Indios  de  Mechacan,  heca  al  J.  S.  d'  Ant.  de  Mendoza  Verrey  de 
Nueva  Efpagna.     Fol.    MSS.     R, 

Mendoza  (De  Ant.  de).  Lettere  al  Imparatore  del  Difcoprimento 
della  Terra  Firma,  della  N.  Spagna,  verfo  Tramontano.  Exft. 
Ramufios.     R. 

Moreno  y  Efcaudon  (De  Tran.  Ant.)  Defcripcion  y  Eftado  del  Vir- 
rinato  de  Santa  Fee,  Nuevo  Reyno,  de  Granada.  Fol.  MSS.  R. 

Corita  (Don  Alonzo)  Breve  y  Sumaria  Relacion  de  los  Segnores, 
manera  y  DifFerencia  de  ellos,  que  havia  en  la  Nueva  Efpagna,  y 
otras  Provincias  fus  Comarcanas,  y  de  fus  Leyes,  Ufos  y  Cof- 
tumbres,  y  de  la  Forma  que  Tenian  en  Tributar  fus  Vafallos 
en  Tiempo  de  fu  Gentillidad,  &c.     MSS.  Quarto.     R. 

Coronada  (Fr.  Vafq.  de)  Sommario  di  due  fue  Lettere  del  Viaggio 
fatto  del  fra.  Marco  da  Nizza  al  cette  Citta  de  Cevola  Exift 
Ramufio.     R. 

——Relacion 
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-Relaclon  de  el  Viaggio  alle  fette  Citta.     Eft. 


Cortez  (Hern.)  Quattro  Cartas  Dirlgidas  al  Emperador  Carlos  V. 
en  que  ha  Relacion  de  fus  Conquiftas  en  Nueva  Efpana.  Exft. 
BarciaHift.     R. 

Cumana  Govierno  y  noticia  de  fol.  MSS.     R. 

Collecao  dos  Drives  Pontificos  e  Layes  Regias,  que  forao  Expe- 
didos  y  Publicadas  defde  o  ano  1741,  fobro  a  la  Liberdada -des 
Peflbas  bene  e  Commercio  dos  Indos  de  Brefil.     R. 

Colon  (D.  Fernando)  la  Hiftoria  de  el  Almirante  de  Chriftoval, 
Colon.  Exft.  Barcia  Hift.    R, 

Columb.  (Chrlft.)  Navigatio  qua  multas  Regiones  ha6tenus,  in- 
cognitas invenit.    Exft.  Nov.  Orb.    R, 

— Life  and  A6lions  of  his  Father,   Admiral  Chrift. 


Columb.  Exft.     Churchill's  Voyages. 

Compendio  General  de  las  Contribuciones  y  gattos  qui  occafionan 
todos  los  efFe6los,  frutos  caudales,  &c.  que  traifican  entre  los 
l^eynos  deCaftilla  y  America.     Quarto.     R., 

Con  inente  Americano  Argonauta  de  las  Coftas  de  Nueva  Efpana 
y  Tierra  Firme.     i2mo. 

Nizza  (F.  Marco)  Relacion  de  el  viaggio  fatta  per  Terra  al  Cevole 
Reyno  de  cette  Cetta.     Exft.    Ramus.     2i. 

E  Nodal. 


Nodal.  Relaclon  de  el  Voyage  que  hicieron  los  Capitanes  Barth.. 
y  Gonz  de  Nodal  al  defcubrimiento  de  el  Eftreclio  que  hoy  es 
nombrado  de  Maire  y  reconocimiento  de  Megellanes.  Ouarto. 
Mad. 

Hiftoria  de  los  Indios  de  Nueva  Efpana  dibidida  en  tres  partes— 
En  la  primer  a  trata  de  los  Ritos^  Sacraficios  y  Idolatrias  de  el 
Tiempo  de  fu  Gentilidad.  En  la  Segunda  de  fu  Maravillafofa 
Converfion  a  la  Fe,  y  modo  de  celebrar  las  Fiettus  de  Nueftra 
Santa  Iglefia.  En  la  tercera  de  el  Genio  y  Cara6ter  de  Aguella 
Gente;  y  figuras  con  que  notaban  fus  Acontecimientos,  con 
otras  particularidades  :  y  noticias  de  las  principales  Ciudades  en 
aquel  Key  no.  Efcrita  en  el  ano  1541,  por  uno  de  los  doze  Re- 
ligiofos  Francifcos  que  primeros  Paflaron  a  entendre  en  fu  Con- 
verfion.   MSS.  Folio. 

Ovalle  ( Alonfo)  an  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Kingdom  of  ChiK.. 
Exft.  Churchill's  Collea. 

Oviedo  Sommaria,  &c.    Exft.  Ramus,  &c.     R. 


■  (Gonz.  Fern.  De)  Relacion  Sommaria  de  la  Hiftoria  Natu- 

rale  de  las  Indias.     Exft.  Barcia  Hift.     R, 

Oviedo  Hiftoria  Generale  et  Nat ur ale  de  Indie  Occidentale.  Exft. 
Ramus.    R. 

■■I     ■ —  Relacion  della  Navigatione,   per   la  Grandiffima  Fiume 
maragnon.    Exft.  Ramus.    JR. 

Relacion  de  un  Capitano  Efpanol  de  el  defcropimento  y  Conquifta 
de  Peru.    R. 

Relacion 
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Relation  de  un  Secretario  de  Franc.  Pizarro  de  la  Conquift  dc 
Peru.    Exft.  Ramus.    R, 

Relacion  de  Peru.     MSS,     R. 

Palafoxy  Mendoza,  (D.  Juan,)  Vertudes  de  los  Indies  o  Naturaliza 
y  Collumbres  de  los  Indios  de  N.  Efpana.     Quarto. 

Philipinas.  Carta  que  efcrite  un  Religiofo  Antiguo  de  Philipinas, 
a  un  Amigo  fuyo  en  Efpana  que  la  pregunta  el  Naturel  y 
Genio  de  los  Indios  Naturales  de  Ellas  Iflas.    MSS.     Quarto. 

Piedrahita,  (Luc.  Fern,)  Hiftoria  Generale  de  las  Conquellas  de  el 
Nuevo  Reyno  de  Granada.     Folio. 

Penzonius  Socius  Admirabitis  Columbi— Navigatio  et  Resper  Eum 
Repertse 

Planetus  Judeorum  Chriftianorum  in  America,  Peruntina.     lamo. 

Relacion  de  un  Gentilhuomo  de  Sig.  Hern.  Cortefe,  de  la  gran 
Citta  Temiftatan  Mexico  et  delle  altre  de  della  Neuva  Efpana. 
Exft.  Ramus.     R, 

Riol  (D.  Stantiago)  Reprefentacion  a  Philipe  V.  fobre  el  eftado 
a6lual  de  los  papeles  univerfales  de  la  Monarchia.    MSS. 

Schmidel  (Hulderico)  Hiftoria  y  defcubrimiento  de  Rio  de  la 
Plata  y  Paraguay,     Exft.  Barcia.  Hift. 

Sepulveda  Genefius  DIalogus  de  juftis  belli  Caufis  prsefertim  in 
Indos  Novi  Orbis.    MSS. 

E  2  Techo 
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Techo,  (F.  Nlchol  Dc,)  The  Hiftory  of  the  Provinces  Paraguay^ 
Tucuman,  Rio  de  la  Plata,  &c.     Exft.  Churchill's  Coll.     R. 

Xeres  (Franc.  De)  Verdedera  Relacion  de  la  Conquifta  del  Peru  y 
Provincia  de  Cuzco,  Embiada  al  Eniperador  Carlos  V.  Exfl. 
BarciaHift.     R. 

Verazzauo  (Giov.)  Relatione  delle  Terra  per  lui  Scoperta  nel.  1524. 
Exft.  Ramus.     R. 

Vefpufius  (Americus)  Duae  Navigationes  fub  aufpicis  Ferdinandi, 
Exft.  De  Bry  America,    R. 


Navigatio,  prima,  fecunda,  tertia,  quarta.     Exft. 


Nov.  Orb.  Grvnaei. 

Ward  (D.  Bernardo)  Proyeclo  Economico  fobre  la  poblacion  de 
Efpana,  la  Agricultura  en  todos  fus  ramos  y  de  mas  eftablici- 
mentos  de  induftria,  comercio  con  nueftra  marina,  arreglo  de 
nuefti'as  interefes  en  America  liber  tad  de  el  Comercio  en  Indias, 
&.  2  vols.  Quarto.     MSS* 
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BOOKS  RELATIVE  TO  AMERICA, 

Extracted  from  the  Catalogue  of  MSS.  preferved  in  the 
Britifh  Mufeum,  hitherto  undefcribed,  confifling  of 
5000  Volumes,  including  the  Colledion  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  Bart,  the  Rev.  T.  Birch,  D,  D.  and  about 
500  Volumes,  bequeathed,  prefented,  or  purchafed, 
at  various  Times.  By  Samuel  Afcough.  2  Volumes, 
Quarto.     1782. 

IT 

3861       3    JTllSTORY  of  the  King  of  England's  Territories  in 

America. 

1301     61     Excerpta  ex  Mag.  Hift.  Brit.  Americana.  Circa  158:7. 

S339    —    Cotton  Mather — Curiofa  Americana, 

20    Robert  Gamble — fome  Account  of  America. 

3340      g    Farther  Account. 

4,164     12     William  Jacobs,  Lieutenant  of  the  Succefs — Letter  to 
■  Spelman,  Efq.  giving  an  Account  of  Ame- 

rica, 30th  September,  ^"J^^. 

3447 
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i^/^y  .^  David  Ingram — Relation  of  his  Travels  in  America 
by  land,  from  the  mod:  northerly  Parts  of  Mexico, 
to  within  50  leagues  of  Cape  Breton,  in  1583. 

^oji  —  Samuel  Lee— Anfwer  to  many  Queries  relative  to 
America,  chiefly  to  the  Natural  Produ6lions  and 
Difeafes.     16  go. 

4059  —  Samuel  Suall— Anfwer  to  Queries  concerning  America. 
1690. 

1019    —    M,  de  Morenville— Relation  des  Ifles  d'  TAmerique. 

3662  2  Account  of  the  Settlement  of  Newfoundland,  by 
Sir  George  Calvert. 

1^0    —    Charta  Avalonise,  or  Charter  of  Avelon,  granted  by 
King  James,  2.1  A.  R. 

g6o7  —  Copy  Book  of  Orders  and  Letters  relating  to  the 
Affairs  of  Annapolis  Royal,  in  Nova  Scotia,  under 
the  Government  of  SI.  Vetch,  from  June  6th,  1711, 
to  06tober  1713. 

3963  7  W.  Charlton.  ElTays  for  the  Improvement  of  New 
England,  &c. 

3105  —  A  true  Relation  concerning  New  England,  with  an 
Abftradl  of  the  Laws. 

2505    20    Relation  concerning  New  England. 

S375 
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gg^^  —  >3*ew  England  Money,  or  Exchequer  Notes,  one  of 
Rhode  Ifland  for  3s.  another  of  Maflachufetts  for  2S^ 
06tober  13th,  1713. 

4432  55  James  Greenwood.  Infcriptions  in  New  England  i73o> 
1732. 


3339 


18    Charles  Lodwicke — Account  of  New  York. 


664      5    William  Penn — Draught  of  Government  for  Penfyl- 
vaniaand  New  Jerfey,  1682. 

2291     —     Account  of  Maryland,  1705. 

4432  3  Batt.  &  Jallam.  Difcovery  of  the  Weflern  Parts  of 
Virginia,  1671,  with  Dr.  Mitchell's  Remarks. 

4437  39^     ^^'  Jolin  Clayton — Obfervations  concerning  Virginia, 

4432      g    Journal  from  Virginia  to  the  Apamathian  Mountains, 
1671. 
« 

162s  —  William  Strachey.  The  Hiftory  of  Travayle  into 
Virginia  Britanica,.  exprefling  the  Cofmography  and 
Commodities  of  the  Country,  together  with  the 
Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  People,  with  feveral 
Figures  coloured. 

I039  ^  Anfwer  to  Captain  Nathaniel  Butler's  immafked  Face 
of  Virginia,  as  it  was  in  the  Winter  1622. 


4^59 
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4159  393  The  Declaration  of  the  People  of  Virginia  againft  Sir 
William  Berkley,  &c. 

3385  18  Account  of  the  Defigns  of  the  Truftees  for  eftablifliing 
the  Colony  of  Georgia. 

^662  3  Lieutenant  General  Byam.  Narrative  of  the  State  of 
of  Guiana,  as  it  ftood  in  1665. — Defcription  of 
Guiana,  Trinidada,  and  Tobago,  &c. 

^^9  5  Lord  Willoughby  of  Par  ham.  Certain  Overtures  made 
unto  all  fuch  as  fliall  incline  to  Plant  in  Surinam  or 
Guiana. 

15    22     Copy  Letters  Patent  of  Henry  IVth,  King  of  France, 
for  planting  Guiana. 

4149  21  Coppie  of  a  CommifTion  granted  by  Henry  the  IVth, 
King  of  France,  confirming  and  ftrengthening  his 
Grants  made  unto  the  Lord  Mountbarrot,  and  the 
Lord  Ravendrere,  for  the  Conqueft  of  Guiana  in 
1602  and  1^05.     Dated  1609. 

22  Coppie  of  a  Commiffion  made  by  Duke  Montmorenci, 

Lord  of  Dampville,  and  Admiral  of  France,  unto 
the  Lord  Ravendrere,  for  creating  him  Vice  Admi- 
ral, freeing  of  his  fiiips,  and  provifions  made  for  his 
Voyage  imto  Guiana,  and  other  Parts  of  Africa  and 
America.     1609. 

23  Coppie  Commiffion  made  by  the  Lord  Ranadiere,  by 

Virtue  of  the  King  of  France's  Letters  Patent  unto 

Robert 
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Robert  Le  Brett,  Lord  Dubofe,  conftituting  the  faid 
Lord  Dubofe,  his  Lieutenant  of  the  Counties  of 
Guiana,  and  other  Parts  of  America.     160^. 

24  Coppie  of  a  Commiflion  made  by  the  Lord  of  Rana- 
drere  (by  Virtue  of  Letters  Patent  granted  by  him 
unto  the  French  King)  unto  Robert  Le  Brett,  of 
Dubofe,  his  Lieutenant,  in  the  Country  of  BraziL 
Dated  1610,  and  7th  King  James. 

30^5       1     Relacion  de  la  Cofas  de  Potoli  y  de  los  geflos  que  ay 
e:i  el  cadojano. 

2  PapeLque  efcrivio  el  licenciado  Ruiz  Befarano,  fun- 

dando  que  es  juftificado  enderecho  en  fervicio  de 
los  Indios  Yanacoanas  de  Aquilla  Provincia. 

3  Difcorfo  de  D.  Muniz,  Dean  D.  Lima  fobre  el  fervicio 

de  los  Indios  en  el  beneficio  de  obrafes,  franiches, 
vinas  fermenteras  guarda  de  Ganados,  beneficio  de 
las  Minas  de  Azoque  en  Guancabelica  de  las  Plata 
en  Potofi. 

4  Carta  de  Philipe  de  Godoy  al  Roy  Philipe  III.  refpon- 

diendo  a  le  que  le  efcrivio  Juan  Ruiz  de  Velavore, 
avifando  el  eflado  que  tenien  las  Minas  de  Potofi  y 
lo  que  convenia  difponer  para  fu  Confervacion  y  el 
bien  Govierno  de  la  Provincia  de  las  Cafcas. 

5  Difcurs  en  que  fe  confideran  las  differentes  calidades 

de  las  Matalas  que  fe  encrian  las  Betas  de  Plata  del 
F  Cerro 
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Cerro  de  Potofi  que  fea  la  Caufa  de  eflas  defereneias 
en  la  forma  en  que  deben. 

6  Cuenta  que  ajufto  Geromino  de  Garavito  Procurator 

General  del  Gremio  de  los  Azoqueros,  delia  Impe^ 
rial  Villa  de  Potofi. 

7  Difcorfo  de  Don  Juan  de  Lazarazu  fobre  la  Reducion: 

General  de  los  Indios  de  mita  del  cerro  de  Potofi. 

8  Ordonanzas,  de  la  Cafla  de  Moneda  de  la  Imperial 

Villa  de  Potofi.. 

9  Relacion  de  las  Yncuietudes  y  Alborotos  de  la  Impe- 

rial Villa  de  Potofi,  y  Provincia  de  los  Charcas  defde 
8  de  Junio  1628,  hafta  20  Marzo  1625,  P^^  ^^  licen- 
ciado  Don  Gabriel  Gomez  de  Sanabria. 

10  Relacion  que  hizo  Philipe  de  Godoy  del  Afiento  Minas 
y  Poblacion  de  San  Philipe  de  Auftria  clamadas  de 
Oruro. 

3985      4    Wolfe.     Hiftoria  Regionis  Idriae. 
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BOOKS   RELATING  TO  NORTH 

AMERICA, 

Extracted  from  the  Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum.      2  Vols,  Folio.      1787. 

xJlVERS  Voyages  touching  the  Difcovery  of  America,  by  R.  H. 
:  1582.    London.     Quarto. 

Navigationes  Primae  in  Americano.     Roterdam.  1616.    06lavo. 

Befchryving  Van  Virginie,  Nieu  Nederland,  &c.  Amfterdam» 
1657.     Quarto. 

Kort  Verhael  van  Nieu  Nederlantz*     1662,    Quarto.    Hague. 

Relation  de  ce  qui  s'efl  pafle  dans  les  Ifles  et  Terre  Firme  de 
r Amerique,  pendant  la  derniere  Guerre  avec  T Angleterre  &  de- 
pius  en  execution  du  Traite  de  Breda.  2  Tom.  Par  I.  C.  S. 
D.  V.     1671.     i2mo,    Paris. 

The  Plantation  Work  of  this  Generation,  i2mo.  1682.  London. 

Voyages  d'  un  Francois  avec  Defcription  de  la  Verginie  &  Mary- 
Ian.     i2mo.     1687.    Haye. 

Voyages   and    Difcoveries    in    South    America,  by   Chriftopher 

d'Acugna,  M.  Acarete  Grillet,  and  Bechemel.  i^^S.     061:avo. 
London. 

F  2  An 
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An  EfTay  on  the  Government  of  the  Enghfh  Plantations  on  the 
Continent  of  America.     06lavo.     1701.    London. 

Journal  de  la  Campagnc  des  Ifles  de  TAmerique,  &c.  par  G.  D.  S. 
06tavo.     1709.    Troyes. 

A  View  of  the  Br itifh  Empire  in  America,  by  R.  B.  1711.  i2mo. 
London. 

The  Importance  of  the  Britifh  Plantations  in  America,  1731. 
0(5lavo.     London. 

A  Ihort  Account  of  the  Firfl:  Settlement  of  Virginia,  Maryland, 
New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and  Penfylvania,  by  the  Englifh.  1735. 
Quarto.    London. 

Confiderations  on  the  Britifh  Fifheries  in  America.  Folio.  1745. 
London. 

The  Importance  of  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Indians  to  the  Britifti 
,     Intereft  confidered.     06lavo.     1752.    London. 

The  State  of  the  Britifh  and  French  Colonies  in  North  America. 
1755.     06lavo.    London. 

The  Myftery  Revealed,  or  Truth  brought  to  Light,  relative  to 
the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities  in  America  in  1754..  06lavo. 
1759.    London. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Alienation  of  the  Indians  from 
the  Britifh  Intereft,  &c.    06tavo,    1759,    London. 

Hints 
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Hints  to  the  People  in  Power,  refpecling  America.  Octavo, 
1763.    London. 

Confiderations  relating  to  the  North  American  Colonies.     Odlavo. 
1765.     London. 

Obie6tions  to  the  Taxation  of  the  Colonies,  briefly  confidered. 
1765.     Quarto.     London. 

The  Difcovery  of  America,  with  an  Enquiry  into  the  Rife  and 
Progrefs  of  the  Conteft  there.    06laY0.     1776.    London, 

Hiflorical  Anecdotes  relative  to  the  American  Rebellion.  0(5lavo. 
1779.     London. 

Hiflorical  Account  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  2  Vols.  I'j'/g. 
06lavo.     London. 

Letters  to  Lord  Hilllborough  from  Governor  Bernard,  &c.  &c. 
Odiavo.     17%.    London  and  Bofton. 

An  Appeal  to  the  World,  or  a  Vindication  of  the  Town  of  Boflon, 
from  many  falfe  and  malicious  Afperfions,  contained  in  Letters 
and  Memorials,  tranfmitted  to  England  by  Governor  Bernard, 
occ.     06lavo.     1770.     Bofton. 

Shall  I  go  to  War  with  my  American  Brethren  ?  A  Difcourfe  from 
Judges,  XX.  28.     06lavo.     17%.     London. 

750    —    Hiflory  of  the  Bermudas,  &c.     1620, 
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4459    ^9    Woods  Rogers,  Governor  of  the  Bahama  Iflands.    Pe- 
tition to  the  King,  with  a  Teftimonial  in  his  Favour. 

2801       1     Un  Traflad  bien  y  fulmente  facado  de  las  Ordinanzas 
para  el  priex  y  Confides  de  la  Umberfidad. 
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BOOKS  RELATIVE  TO  AMERICA,  . 

Extraded  from  the  Catalogue  of  the  Harleian  Colledion 
of  MSS.  in  the  Britifli  Mufeum.  3  Vols.  Folio. 
Publiflied  by  Order  of  the  Truftees, 

Nos.  2334.    2343. 

2334    43    Off  America,  fo,  86.  b. 

44*  Off  the  American  Iflands,  fo.  88. 

*  In  the  catalogue  this  note  is  added — "  I  fuppofe  that  moft  of  the  geographical  part 
*♦  of  this  book  was  taken  from  Dr.  Peter  Heylin's  Geography." 
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BOOKS  RELATING  TO  THE  WEST 

INDIES, 

Extraded   from   the  Catalogue  of  MSS.  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum,  8cc.  by  Samuel  Afcough,   8cc.      1782. 

313  2  AcOSTA.  CoUeaion  out  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Indies  concerning  Metals. 

37^  ^-  Bartolome  de  las  Cafas.  Breviflima  Relacion  de  la  De- 
flruccyon  de  las  Indias,  1552. 

3052       3    Bar th.  de  las  Cafas.     Hift.  de  las  Indias.     2  Tom. 

4043  "^  Thomas  Ekinis,  Letters  concerning  the  Produce, 
Situation,  and  Value  of  fome  of  the  Weft  India 
Iflands.     1724. 

Propofalsfor  mhahiting  the  IJland  of  Little  Jamaica, 

4043  "^  Account  of  a  fmall  uninhabited  Ifland  between  Ja- 
maica and  the  Spanifh  Coaft,  and  Propofals  for  fet- 
tling it,     1724, 

s^3  — ,  Nic  Monardes,  Libro  delle  cofe  che  fi  portano  dalle 
Indie  occidentaU  che  s'  Oprano  air  ufo  di  medicina 
e  delle'  ordine  che  s*  ha  da  obfervare  in  pighar  la 

radice 
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radice  del  Mecifafan  dove,  fi  manlfefVano  molti  fe* 
creti  di  natura  &  grand'  efpenentza.     15%. 

3392  3  An  Iniperfe6l  Fragment  of  the  Hiflory  of  fome  of  the 
Well  India  Iflands,  &c.  &c. 

3918    —    Henry  Barham.     A  Corre6t  Account  of  Jamaica* 

4036  •—  Letters  containing  Obfervations  on  the  Produ6lionsl> 
Hiftory,  &c.  of  Jamaica.     1712. 

4020  5'  BromlieldCorbett.  Memorial  of  what  I  have  obferved 
during  my  being  at  Jamaica,  from  1670  to  1673. 

3984  10  Enquiry  recommended  to  Colonel  Lynch,  going  to 
Jamaica,  1670* 

■  I  12     Abilra6l  of  Ships  and  VelTels,  with  their  Lading,  im- 

ported into  Jamaica  from  25th  Dec.  1687^  ^^  25th 
March  1688. 

4157  224  Inftrudlions  from  Don  Peter  de  Bayona,  Governor  of 
Cuba,  to  Serjeant  Major  John  de  los  Reyes,  in  his 
Reftoration  of  Jamaica,  and  Extra6t  of  feveral  Let- 
ters.    1^57. 

^39^      ^     Defer ipt ion  of  Jamaica*     - 

2724  —  Papers  and  Letters  relating  to  Jamaica  during  the  Go* 
vernment  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle.     1680* 


39^5 
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39^5      9    Obfervations  on  the  Duty  Bill  pafled  in  Jamaica.    Pro- 
pofals  for  improving  Jamaica. 

i^gg    —    Minutes  of  Council  in  Jamaica,  1687.     ' 

3985     16    Petition  of  the  Council  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  to  the  Go- 
vernors, Dec.  14th  173^* 

2715  5  Copies  of  two  Orders  relating  to  fortifying  Jamaica, 
1681-2. 

S4,4<i  —  Account  of  Barbadoes^  and  the  Government ;  with  a 
Map  of  the  liland, 

2903  19  Dr.  Goddard's  Obfervations  out  of  Ligon's  Hiftory  of 
Barbadoes,  with  Queries  thereon. 

3662  4  John  Scott.  Defcription  of  Barbadoes  and  Grenada, 
with  an  Hiftorical  Preface  on  part  of  America. 

2302  —  J.  Walduck»  Letters  and  Copies  to  Mr.  Pettiver,  giv- 
ing an  Account  of  the  Natural  Produ6lions,  Trade, 
&c.  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  Witchcrafts  pra6tifed  by 
the  Negroes.    171a. 

3984  13  The  Nature  of  the  Undertaking  for  Support  of  the 
Sugar  Plantations.    16*88. 

■  ■  15  Calculation  of  the  Produce  of  a  Plantation  of  100  acres 
in  Barbadoes.     1687. 

1^ 
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tf^-.     16    Petition  of  the  Council  of  Barbadoes  to  the  King,  1687. 

— —     17    Another  Petition. 

2903  30  Enquiries  concerning  feveral  Kinds  of  Things  which 
are  reported  to  be  in  Virginia  and  Bermudas,  and 
not  found  in  England. 
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BOOKS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  WEST 

INDIES, 

Extradled   from  the  Catalogue   of  Books    ia  the 
Britifli  Mufeum.   2  Vols.  Folio.   1787. 

vJrDERS  and  Articles  of  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Colonies.  1621. 
Quarto. 

Reden  dat  die  Weft  Indifche  Compagnie  niet  alleen  profytelyck, 
maaroock  noodf  Saukelyck  is  1636.    Quarto. 

Brafilfche  Gelt-fack,  waer  in  dat  claerlijck  vertoont  wordt,  waer 
dat  de  Participanten  van  de  Weft  Indifche  Compagnie  haer  gelt 
ghebleven  is.    Braf.     1649.    Quarto. 

Examen  van  de  valfche  Refolutie  van  Heeren  Burgemeefters  ende 
Raden  tot  Amfterdam  op,  'ftuck  vande  Weft  Indifche  Compag- 
nie.   Amfterdam.     1649. 

Copije  vande  Refolutie  van  de  Heern  Burgemeefters  ende  Radden 
tot  Amfterdam  op,  'ftuck  vande  Wefte  Indifche  Compagnie. 
Utrecht.     1649.    Quarto. 

Haerlems,  Schuyt-praetjen  op  't  Redres  vande  Wefte  Indifche 
Compagnie.     1649.    Quarto. 

Vertoogh, 
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Vertoogh,  over  den  Toedant  der  Wefl  Indlfche  Compagnie,  in 
haer  begin,  midden  ende  Eynde  met  een  Remedie  tot  Redres 
van  defebbe.     Rotterdam.     1651.    Quarto. 

Lettre  Efcrite  de  Layenne  continant  ce  qui  f'eft  pafle  en  le  Def- 
cente  des  Francois  et  leur  EftablilTement  en  TAmerique.  i%3. 
Quarto.    Paris. 

Journal  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Englilh  Army  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
1655.     Quarto.     London. 

An  Exa6l  Defcription  of  the  Weft  Indies.  06lavo.  i%5.  Id. 
London.     06lavo.     1^57. 

Articul  Brief  van  de  Generate  Nedirlandtfche  Geo6lroyeerde  Weft: 
Indifche  Compagnie  ter  Vergadenrige  van  de  Thienen  der  felver 
Compagnie  Garreftreet.     Quarto.     1^75.    Gravenh. 

06lroy.  ofte  fondamentele  condition  order  de  lawelcke  haer  Hoogh 
Mog  ten  beften  voordeele,  van  de  Ingeezetenen  defir  Landen  de 
Colonic,  van  Suriname  hebben  doen  vallen  en  handen  ende  or- 
der dire<5lie,  van  de  Bewintheberen,  van  de  Generale  Neder- 
landtfche,  Weft  Indifche  Compagnie.    FoUo.    16&2,    Gravenh, 

Conditieen  onder  de  welcke  de  Weft  Indifche  Campagnie  de  Stad,, 
van  Amfterdam  ende  den  Heer,  van  Sommelfdyck,  en  den  Ey- 
gondem,  &c.  van  de  Colonic  van  Siuriname  haeft  ge  admittcerf 
en  aangenomen.     Folio.     1687. 

Confideratien  van  Bewintheberen  der  Generale  Geo61:royeerde 
Weft  Indifche  Compagnie  over  de  deri6lie  van  de  Colonic,  van 

Suriname 
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Suriname  ende  het  Gouvernement  van  Den  Heer,  van  Sommelf- 
dyck.     Aldaar.     1687.     Folio. 

Pertinent  en  Waarrachteg  verhaal  van  alle  de  Handelingen  en 
Dire6lie  van  Pedro  van  Belle,  oufrent  den  Slavenhi^ndel  ofte 
het  Afliento  de  Negros  in  Spangien  Weft  Indien  en  Curocoa. 
Folio.     1689.     Rotterdam. 

Hiftorical  Account  of  the  Rife  and  Growth  of  the  Colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

Great  Britain's  fpeedieft  finking  Fund,  a  War  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
1727.    06lavo.    London. 

Letters  and  EfTays  on  Diforders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  different 
Practitioners.    1778.    O(5laY0.    London. 


1170.  THE 
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1170. 

X  HE  Voyage  of  Madoc  ap  Owen  Guynette,  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  to  America,  is  ftated  to  have  been  in  this  Year.  See 
PoweiFs  Hiftory  of  Wales,  printed  in  Hackluit's  Voyages. 

1484- 
The  Voyage  of  Alonzo  Sanchez,  a  Spaniard,  to  Madeira— faid  ta 

have  furnifhed  Columbus  with  the  firft  Hint  of  the  Exiftence  of 

the  New  World.     See  Purchases  Pilgrim » 

1488. 
The  offer  of  the  Difcovery  of  the  Well  Indies,  by  Chriftopher 
Columbus,  to  Henry  VII.  in  the  Years  1478,  &c.    Related  in 
Hackluit's  Voyages. 

A  Map  of  the  World  made  by  Barth.  Columbus,  then  in  London, 
and  prefented  to  Henry  VII. 

H92. 
Navigatio,  Chriftopheri  Columbi,  inchoata  prima  Septembris  luce 
Anno  1492,  qua  multas  Regiones  ha6lenus  Orbi  incognitas  in- 
venit,  inventafque  Hifpaniae,  Rex  coli  jufTit  &  frequentari  Capi- 
tibus  109  comprehenfa.     Novus  Orbis  Bafiliae  1555. 

The 
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The  Life  of  Columbus,  and  his  Difcovery  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
written  by  his  Soli,  D.  Ferdinand  Cohunbus,  tranilated  from  the 
Italian.     Publiflied  inChurchiirs  Colle6tion  of  Voyages. 

Sir  William  Monfon's  Difcovery  of  America,  by  Columbus.     Id. 

A  Relation  of  Columbus's  firft  Voyage.     Purchases  Pilgrims. 

~  H93' 

Petri  Martyris  Auglerii,  Epiftola  Comiti  Tendillae  &  Archiepifcopo 

Granatenfi  de  novis  Terris  &  nudis  Gentibus  inventis,  per  Colo- 

num  Ligurem  inter  Occiduos  Antipodes.      Dat.  Barchinonse. 

Idus  Septembris  anno  1493,  cum  aliis  Liter  is  de  Terris  &  homi- 

nibus  in  occidente  nuperime  inventis.     Pet.  Martyris  Augler. 

Epiftolse  Amftelodami  1670. 

H94. 
Id.  et  de  Secunda  Navigatione  ad  Indos— de  Canibalibus,  &c.  &c. 

1496. 
Exemplar  Litterarum  Henrici  VII. — Johanni  Cabotto  civi  Vene- 
tiarum  ac  Ludovicos  Sebaftiano  &  San6lo  filiis  di6li  Johannis,  ad 
inveniendum  difco,  operiendum  &  inveftigandum  quafcunque 
Infulas,  Patrias  Regiones  five  provincias  Gentilium  &  Infidelium, 
in  quacunque  parte  Mundi  pofitas  quae  Chriftianis  omnibus 
ante  haec  tempora  fuerunt  incognitae,  tefte  Rege,  apud  Weft- 
mon.  5  Mar.  1496.  Printed  in  Latin  and  Englifti,  in  Hack- 
luit's  Voyages. 

Alexandri  Benedi6li  Diaria  de  Belle  Carolina.    Quarto.    Venetiis. 

H97- 
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1497- 
Petri  Martyrls  Auglerii  Epiftola  milTa  Pomponio  fuo  de  Super- 

ftitionibiis  &  Ceremoniis  Infulariiim  novi  Orbis  in  Hifpaniola — 

Dat.  Methennas  campi  Idibus  Junii  anna   1497,  cum  aliis  ejuf- 

dem  argumenti  Litteris  fub  eodem  anno.     Pet.  Mart.  Epifl. 

L.  S.  P.  G. 

Account  of  the  Difcovery  of  Newfoundland,  by  John  Cabot,  a 
Venetian,  and  Sebaftian,  his  fon,  24th  June,  1497^ — With  the 
Account  given  by  Sebaftian  Cabot  of  coming  Home  along  the 
Coaft  of  America  to  Florida.     Purchases  Pilgrims. 

1498. 
Petri  Martyris  Auglerii  Epiftola  Bracharenfl,  &  Pompelonenfi 
Praefulibus  de  novo  Latrise  genere,  apud  Infulares  in  novo  Orbe, 
de  Simulacris  quae  Zemes  Appellant  aliifque  Monftris  Cornutis, 
dentatis  caudatifque — Dat.Compluti  nonas  Aprilis  1498.  Pet. 
Mart.  Epift.     Fol.  1670.     Lib.  ii.  Epift.  19a. 

'    .f       c.i. 

Americi  Vefputii  Navigatio  prima  a  Calicio  portu,  anno  1498, 
die  20  Maii,  ufque  ad  Reditum  in  eundem  Calicium  portum, 
cum  222  Captivatis  Perfonis,  decimo  quinto  O6lobris  1498. 
Novus  Orbis  Bafilrie,  Fol.     '^555. 

Difcourfe  of  Sebaftian  Cabot,  touching  his  Difcovery  of  Part  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  out  of  England,  in  the  Year  1497,  ^^  the 
Charge  of  King  Henry  VII.  ufed  to  Gelacius  Butriganus,  the 
Pope's  Legate  in  Spain,  and  reported  by  him  in  this  fort. 
Hackluit's  Voyages  and  Purchases  Pilgrim. 

H  1499. 
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A  Note  of  Sebaftiaii  Cabot's  fir  ft  Difcovery  of  the  Indies,  taken 
out  of  the  latter  Part  of  Robert  Fabian's  Chronicle,  with  an 
Account  of  three  Savages  brought  home  by  him,  and  prefented 
to  the  King,     Hackluit's  Voyage. 

Americi  Vefputii  Navigatio  Secunda,  Sec.    Novus  Or  bis,  &c. 

De  Navigation  Vincentiani  di61:i  Pinzoni,  necnon  Arietis  German! 
Socii  ohm  Columbi  &  de  Terris,  &  Rebus,  per  emu  repertis  fub 
anno  1499 .     Novus  Or  bis  Bafilige . 

^500. 
Narratio  de  Gentlbus,  variis  locifque  Innumeris  ab  Alonfo  Negro 
in  longa  fua  Navigatione  Repertis,  anno  1500.    Novus  Orbis 
Bafil. 

Account  of  the  firft  Difcovery  of  Brazil,  by  Peter  Alvarez  Capra- 
lis,  in  a  Fleet  fitted  out  by  ^Emanuel,  King  of  Portugal,  being 
driven  there  in  his  Way  to  the  Eail  Indies,  23d  April,  1500. 
Purchas's  Pilgrim. 

Americi  Vefputii  Navigatio  tertia  a  Lilbonae  portu  cum  tribus 
Confervantise  Navibus  ad  Novum  Orbem  ulterius  detegendum, 
die  Mail  decima  1501.     Novus  Orbis,  &c. 

Epitome  Navigationum,  Alberici  Vefputii,  ab  Ulifbonce  portu 
10  Maii,  1501,  verfus  novum  orbem,  a  Lingua  Hifpanica  en  Ita- 
licam  traduda.    Novus  Orbis,  &c. 

Exemplar 
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Exemplar  LIterarum  cujufdam  Cretici  Dominorum  Venetorum 
Legati,  apud  Regem  Lufitanorum  die  vigeflTima  feptima  Junil 
1501,  de  Rebus  Memorabili bus  in  urbe  Calechut,  apud  Indos, 
cum  aliis  ejufdem  Argumenti  Literis.     NovusOrbis,  &c. 

Americi  Vefputii  Navigatio  ex  Lifbanas  portu  cimi  fex  Confer- 
vantiae  navibus  ad  novum  orbem  decimo  Maii  die  1503.  Novus 
OrbisBafil. 

1504. 
Navigatio  Aloyfii  Cadamuili   Veneti,  ab  anno  a  partu  Virginis 
1504,  ad  Terras  ignotas  inveftigandum  Capitibufque  83  com- 
prehenla.    Novus  Or  bis  Bafil, 

Sir  William  Monfon's  Account  of  the  firft  Difcovery  of  the  South 
Sea,  by  Vafco  Nunez  de  Balboa.  Churchiirs  Colle6lion  of 
Voyages.    Folio.     1704. 

Petri  Martyris  Auglerii  Epiftola  Ludivico  Furtato  Mendocios  de 
Rebus  Danenis,  in  novo  or  be  &  quam  inique  Vafchus  Nunnez 
Balboa  imperium  fibi  ufurpaverat  in  Darienenfes  Hifpanos  eje6lo 
Gubernatore  Necuefla,  &c.  Dat.  ex  Valleoloto  10  Aug.  1514^ 
Petri  Mart.  Epift.  Folio.     Amftd. 

Pet.  Mart.  Augl.  Epift.  Ludov.  Turt.  Mendocio  de  iis  quag  ab  or  be 
novo  fcribuntur  de  Infula  quadam  fortunatiflima  unionibus 
abundante  nuper  reperta  ad  Auftrale  Pelagus.     Dat.  ex  Aranda 

H  2  Dariana 
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Dariana  3.  non  Aprilis  anno  1515,  cum  alia  Epiilola  ad  Ame- 
cum  de  Le6lura  Libellis  de  or  be  novo  per  ipfummet  Papam 
corum  Cardinalibus  eforore  invitatis.  Dat.  7  Jan.  1515.  Pet. 
Mart.  Epirt.  108.  Epift.  547.     L.  S.  P.  G. 

1516. 
The  Voyage  of  Sir  Thomas  Pert  and  Seballian  Cabot,  about  the 
eighth  Year  of  King  Henry  the  Vlllth,  towards  the  End  of  the 
Year  1516,  to  Brafil,  St.  Domingo,  and  Porto  Rico.    Hackluit's 
Voyages.     Folio.     1598. 

Pet.  Mart.  Augl.  Liber  de  Infulis  nuper  reperts  in  novo  Orbe  &  de 
Moribus  Incolarum  earundam.     NovusOrbis,  &c. 

Ferdinandi  Cortefii  de  nova  maris  Oceani  Hifpania,  narratio  fecuda 
de  Navigatione  fufcepta  die  16  Julie,  anno  1519,  per  Seipfum 
Scripta,  cum  Prefatione  ad  Carolum  5,  Imperatorem.  Novus 
OrbisBafil,  &c. 

Petri  Mart.  Augl.  Epift.  de  Orbe  novo  ac  praefertim  de  Ferdinando 
Cortefio,  coloniam  fibifuifque  exigente.  Dat.  4  Dec.  1519.  Pert. 
Mart.  Epift.  Folio.  Epift.  650. 

Account  of  the  Voyage  of  Fernandus  Magellanes,  when  he  dif- 
covered  the  Str eights  leading  to  the  South  Sea,  and  gave  name 
to  them,  fetting  out  in  a  Fleet  prepared  by  the  Emperor,  from 
Sevilly,  loth  Auguft,  1519.     Purchases  Pilgrim. 

Briefe  Declaration  of  the  Voiage  or  Navigation  made  about  the 
World,  gathered  from  a  large  book  written  by  Mafter  Antony 

Pigafetta 
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Pigafetta  Veneentlne,  Knight  of  the  Rhodes,  in  which  Ferdl- 
nando  Megahenes  was  Captain  General  of  the  Navy.  Hid.  of 
Travayle  by  Rd.  Eden.     Quarto. 

1521. 
Epiftola  Pet.  Mart.  Augl.  de  novis  ab  India  allatis,  de  Infula  Fer- 
nandina,  de   Uvitate   Tenuftula  ahas    Mexico   ahifque   Rebus. 
Date  ex  Vallieleto  non.  Martii  1521.    Pet.  Mart.Exift.  Lib.  34. 
Epift.  717, 

1522, 
Du  Voyage  de  Ferdinand  Magellaens  vers  le  deftroit  de  Magel- 
lanes,  avec  TAarmade  que  partit  de  Seville  le  dixiefme  de  Aouft 
Tan.  1519.  &  retourna  Tan.  1522. 

Defcription  des  Inde  Occident.     1622.    Amfterdam. 

De  Moluccis,  Infulis  atque  pluribus  mirandis  quae  noviflima  Gaf- 
tellanorum  navigatio  Serenifs.  Imp,  Carol.  V.  aufpicio  fufcepta 
nuper  invenit.  Maximiliani  Tranfylvani  ad  Reverd.  Card. 
Saltzburgenfem.  Epiftola  Le6tu  perquam  jucunda.  Dat. 
Vallifoleti  die  26,  061.  1522.    Nov.  Orb.  Bafil.     Folio.     '^555. 

The  famous  Exploits  of  Ferdinand  Magellanes,  who  firft  failed 
round  the  World,  fetting  out  from  S.  Lucar  in  1519,  and  return- 
ing in  September  1522.     Churchill's  Colle6tion  of  Voyages. 

The  Voyage  made  by  the  Spaniards  round  the  Worlde,  by  Pet. 
Martyr  of  Augleria — fir  ft  printed  in  French,  and  in  Italian  in 
1522,  and  tranflated  by  R.  Eden.  Hift.  of  Travayle  by  M.  Eden. 
Quarto.     1577. 

1524. 


1524. 

F<3rdlnandi  Cortefii  Tertia  Narratio  de  Rebus  a  fe  geflis  inter 
Indos  occiduos,  ^x.     Novus.  Orb.  &c. 

Account  of  the  Strife  between  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  for  the 

Divifion  of  the  Indies,  &e.     Written  in  Spanifh  by  Francifca 

,    Lopez  de  Gomera.     Hift»  of  Travayle  by  M.  Eden.     Quarto* 

^525. 
EpiftolaPet.  Mart.  Augl.  de  duabus  navibus  ex  India  redeuntibus^ 
cum  Thefauro  &  Tigre,  &c.  &c.  De  Jamaica  Infula,  &c.  &a 
Pet.  Mart.  Augl.  Epifl.  Lib.  35.  Epift,  809. 

La  Voyage  de  Don  Frere  Garcia  de  Logafa,  qu'  Envoya  TEm-* 
pereur  Charles,  avec  fix  Naviers  a  la  Recherche  du  Deftroit  de 
Magellanes  en  Tan.  1525^  Defeript.  des  Indes  Occident.  Folio. 
i6q2,    Amfterdam. 

Sir  William  Monfon's  Account  of  the  A6lions  of  Francis  Pizarro, 
Conqueror  of  Peru,  in  1525.    Churchiirs  Colle(5lion  of  Voyages. 

The  firll  Book  of  the  Decades  of  the  Ocean,  by  Pet.  Martyr  of 
Augleria,  &c.  with  the  fecond  and  third  Decades  in  Englilh,  by 
Rd.  Eden  ;  and  an  Abridgement  of  the  fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  and 
eighth  Decades,  &c.  by  Rd.  Willes.  Hifl.  of  Travayle  by  M, 
Eden.     1577. 

^527- 
Declaration  of  the  Indies  difcovered,  and  Subjedl  to  the  King  of 

Portugal,  &c.  &c.    Hackluit's  Voyages, 

Book 
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Book  by  Robert  Thorne,  in  the  year  1527,  with  Information  of 
the  Parts  of  the  World  difcovered  by  Henry  VIII.  and  the  Kin^ 
of  Portugal ;  and  alfo,  The  Way  to  the  Molucco's  by  the  North, 
Id. 

Account  of  the  Voyage  of  Two  Ships,  for  the  Dlfcovery  of  the 
North  Parts  of  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Breton.     Id. 

Letters  to  King  Henry,  by  John  Rutt,  from  Newfoundland. 

Exemplar  Litterarum  Pat.  Henrici  Reg.Svi.  de  concedendo  dele6lo> 
fuo  fubdito  Dionyfio  Harris  de  Civitate  Londonise  Mercatori,  of- 
iicium  five  locum  Magiftri  Gubernatoris,  Prote6loris  five  Confu- 
lis  infra  infulem  five  Civitatem  de  Candye  Teft.  Rege,  apud 
Chelfehith,  26th  Aprl.  Reg.  22.    L.  S.  P.  G.. 

Notable  Things  gathered  by  Rd.  Eden  out  of  the  Book  of  Gon- 
zalus  Ferdinandus  Oviedus,  containing  his  General  Hiftory  of 
the  Weft  Indies.  Dedicated  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  Tranf- 
lated  from  Ramufio's  Italian  Edition.  Hift.  of  Travayle  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  by  Rd.  Eden.     Quarto.     1'577*. 

William  Hawkin's  Voyage  to  Brazil  in  1530.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Relation  of  Nunnodi  Guzman,  written  to  Charles  V.  concerning 
divers  Expeditions  of  the  Spaniards,  from  Mexico  to  the  more 
Northerly  Parts  of  America.     July,  1530.    Purchas  Pilgrim. 

Narrative  of  the  Conqueft  of  Peru  arid  CuzCo,  Called^New  Caftile, 

directed 
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dire6ted*  to  the  Emperor  by  Francifco  de  Xeres,  Secretary  to 
Pezarro.     Purchas  Pilgrim. 

^532. 
Copia  Litterarum  miflarum  Rev.  do  Patri  Ele6lo  caeterlfque  Patri- 
bus  Capitili  Generalis  Tholofani,  in  feflo  Penticofles  Tholofse 
celebrsetOj  anno  1532,  per  Rev.  Pat.  Dom.  Epifc.  illius  civitate 
magnae  quae  dicitur  Timiftican  Mexico,  in  Huketan  &  alios  Pa- 
tres  ibi  commorantes  ;  de  Laboribus  fuis  affiduis  in  infidelium 
Converfione  Novus  Or  bis,  &c.     1555. 

Cortefii  (Ferd.)  de  Infulis  niiper  Inventis  Narrationes  ad  Caro- 
limi  V.    Folio. 

Novis  Orbis  Regionum  ac  Infularum  veteribus  incognitarum,  ima 
cum  Tabula  Cofmographica,  et  aliquot  aliis  confimilis  Argu- 
menti,  Libellis.     Bafileas»     1532 ► 

Relation  of  Occurrences  in  the  Conqueil  of  Peru  after  F.  Pizar- 
ro's  Departure,  written  by  Pedro  Sancho,  Secretary  to  Pizarro, 
&c.  Purchas  Pilgrim. 

'^535- 
De  Goftelu  la  Conquefta  del  Peru  tradotta  dall  Spagnalo.    Quarto. 
Vineg. 

153^' 
Voyage  of  Hore,  and  others,  to  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Breton, 

in  153^.    Hackluit's  Voyages. 

De 
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De  Indis  Convertendis,  &c.    Nov.  Orb.  Bafil.  155J. 

Relation  of  Alvaro  Nunez  as  to  what  happened  to  the  Fleet  in 
India,  whereof  Pamph.  Narvaez  was  Governor,  in  1527  to  153^^ 
Tranflated  out  of  Ramufis,  and  abbreviated.  Purchases  Pilgrim. 

^557. 
Novus  Orbis  Regionum  ac  Infularum  veteribus  incognitarum  una 
cum  Tabula  Cofmographica.     Fol.     Bafil. 

^539- 
Relation  of  Ferdinand  De  Soto's  Voyage  to  Florida,  and  the  Tra- 
vels of  the  Spaniards  there.     Purchas's  Pilgrim, 

Ulloa,  (Franc.)  Navigatlone  per  Scoprire  T  Ifole  delle  Speciere 
firio  al  Mare  detto  Vermejo  nel  1539.    Exft.  Ramus.     R. 

A.  Rutter,  of  Don  John  of  Caftro,  of  the  Voyage  which  the  Portu- 
gals  made  from  India  to  Zoez.  Dedicated  to  Don  Luys,  and 
here  abbreviated,  fhewing  tlie  State  of  Socatora,  and  the  Parts 
on  both  Sides  the  Red  Sea.  The  Original  is  faid  to  have  been 
bought  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  for  Government,  and  tranflated 
from  the  Portuguefe  by  his  Order.  Purchas's  Pilgrim.  L.  S. 
P.  G. 

Extra6ls  out  of  Jerom  Benzo's  three  Books  of  the  New  Worlde, 
touching  the  Spaniard's  Cruelty  to  the  Indians.  Purchas's 
Pilgrim. 


554.^ 
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1542. 
I'rief  Narration  of  theDefl:ru6lion  of  the  Indies  by  the  Spaniards. 
•  By  Barth.  De  las  Cafas.   From  the  firft  Difcovery  till  1542.  Pur- 
chases Pilgrim. 

Papers  relative  to  Difputes  between  B.  De  la  Cafas  and  Dr.  Se- 
pulveda,  concerning  the  Indians,  and  their  Treatment  by  the 
Spaniards.     Id. 

1548. 
Copie  Letters  Patent  of  King  Edw.  VI.  to  Sebaftian  Cabot,  con- 
ftituting  him  Grand  Pilot  of  England,  and  an  Annuity  of  166I. 
13s.  4d.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

1549- 
Plurimse  Epift.  Franc.  Xaverii  e  Societate  Jefu  inter  Indos  peregri- 

nantis  ad  focios  in  Europa  commor antes.     Dat.  Malaca,  10  Jul. 

1549,  cum  Litter  is  aliis  de  Rebus  Indicis  &  Evangelico  ibidem 

promovendo.     Sele6larum  ex  India  Epiilolarum,  Lib.  4.  in  Pet. 

MafFoei  Hift.  Indiac  Coloniag,  1593.     L.  S.  P.  G. 

1550' 

Account  of  Seventeen  Years  Travels  of  Peter  De  Cieza  through 

Peru,  &c,  &c.  &c.     Stephens  ColL  Voyages.     Quarto.     1711. 

Le  Sphere  du  Monde  proprement  ditte  Cofmographie  compofee 
nouvellement  en  Francois,  par  Orence,  pour  le  fin  du  Daulphine, 
Le6leur  Mathematicien  du  tres  Chriftien  Roy  de  France  en 
VUniverfite  de  Paris.     Quarto.     L.  S.  P.  G. 


^55^' 
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Cafas  (Bart.  De  Las}.  Breviffima  Relacion  de  la  Deflrucion  de  las 
Indias.     Quarto.     Mad. 

Caflanfreda  (Fern.  Lop.  De).  Hifloria  do  Defcrubrimiento  8c  Con- 
quifta  de  India  pelos  Portuguefes.     2  Vols.     Lifbon. 

-  ^553- 

Lopez  de  Gomera  Hill.  General  de  las  Indias »    Fol.     Letteris  Go- 

thicis.     Medin."' 

Hiftoria  General  de  las  Indias  contodo  el  Defcrubrimiento  y  Cofias 
Notables  que  han  acaccido  dende  que  fe  Ganaronata  el  afio  de 
1551  con  la  Conquifta  de  Mexico  y  de  la  Neuva  Hifpana  en  Ca- 
ragoca. 

Ordinances,  &c.  of  Sebaftian  Cabot,  Efq.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Exemplar  Epift.  feu  Litterarum  MifTivarum  quas  illuflriflimus 
Princeps  Edwardus  ejus  nominis  fextus,  &c.  milit  ad  Principes 
feptentrionalem  ac  Orientalem  Mundi  plagam  inhabitantes  juxta 
Mare  Glaciale  nee  non  Indiam  Orientalem.  Hackluit's  Voyages. 

A  Treatyfe  of  the  New  India,  withe  othere  newe  founde  Landes 
and  Iflandes,  as  well  Eaftwarde  as  Weftwarde,  as  they  are 
knowne  and  founde  in  thefe  oure  dayes,  after  the  defcryption 
of  Sebaftian  and  Munfter,  in  his  Boke  of  Univerfal  Cofmogra- 
phy.  Tranflated  out  of  Latin  into  Englifh  by  Richard  Eden, 
^553'    06tavo.    London. 

Is  155.^, 
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1554- 
P.  De  Cieca  parte  primeradela  Chronica  del  Peru.    Fig.     ism®. 
Veneg.     Folio.     Seville. 

Lopez  de  Gomera,  Hift.  de  Mexico,     ismo.     Anvers. 

L'Art  de  Naviguer  de  Maiftre  Pierre  de  Medine  Efpagnol  conte- 
nant  toutes  les  Regies  Secrets,  &  enfeignements  neceflaries  a  la 
bonne  Navigation.  Traduit  de  Caftillan  en  Francoys  avec 
Augmentation  &  Illuftration  de  Plufieurs  Figures  & .  Annota- 
tions, par  Nicholas  de  Nicholai  du  Dauphine  Geographe  du  tres 
Chretien  Roy  Henri  II.  A  Lyon  chez  Guillaume  Reville.  Folio; 
^554- 

Cofmographia  Univerfalis.  Lib.  6.  in  quibus  juxta  certioris  fidei 
Scriptorum  Traditionem  defcribuntur  omnium  hnbitabilis  orbis 
partium  Situs,  propriaeque  dotes  Rcgionum  Typographicse  effi- 
gies Terrse  ingenia,  &c.  &c.  Autore  Sebailiano  Munilero.  Ba- 
filicae.     Folio. 

Travels  of  Huldericke  Schnirdel  in  twenty  years'  fpace,  abbreviated, 
.  relating  to  his  Voyage  up  the  River  Plate.     Purchas  Pilgrim. 

Voyage  of  Robert  Thomfon  into  Nova  Hifpania,  &c.  &c.  Hack- 
luit's  Voyages. 

'^555- 
L'HiHoire  Naturelle  et  Generalle  des  Indes,  Ides,  et  Terre  Ferme, 
de  la  Grand  Mer.  Ocean,  traduite  de  Caftillan  en  Francois,  par 
Jean  Poleur.     Paris,  de  Tlmprimerie  de  Michel  de  Vafcofan. 

Folio.     1555. 

Galvano 
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Galvano  (Ant.)  The  Difcoveries  of  the  World  from  the  firfl:  ori- 
ginal to  the  year  1555.    Olborne's  Colle(5l.    R. 

» 

Novus  Or  bis  Regionum  ac  Inf alarum  veteribus  incognitanim,  una 
cum  Tabula  Cofmographica  &  aliquot  aliis  confimilis  Argu- 
ment! Libellis,  nunc  novis  Navigationibus  audlus,  quorum  om- 
nium Catalogus  fequenti  patebit  pagina.  Adje61:aeft  huicpoflre- 
mse  Edition  i  Navigatlo  Caroli  Ccefaris  aufpicio  in  Comitiis  Au- 
guftanis  inllituta.     Folio.     BafiL 

The  Decades  of  the  New  World,  written  in  Latin  by  Peter 
Martyr  of  Augleria,  and  tranflated  into  Englifli  by  Rd>  Eden. 
Quarto.     London. 

L'Eftat  de  TEglife  "avec  le  difcorfe  des  Temps,  depuis  les  Apoflres 
Ibus  Neron  jufques  a  prefent,  fous  Charles  V.  contenant  en  bref 
les  Hiftories  tant  Anciennes  que  Nouvelles,  celles  fpecialement 
qui  concernent  TEmpire  &  le  Siege  Romaine,  entre  autres  TAf- 
faires  des  Indies  Occidentales.    O6tavo.     L.  S.  P.  G. 

F.  L.  De  Gomera  Hiftoria  delle  Indie  Occidentali,  tradotta  per 
Cravalez.     Quarto.     Rome. 

Tarragones  Hieron  Girs  dos  Libros  de  Cofmograpliia. 

^557- 
Sepulved-a  (Jo.  Genefius)  Epiftolarum,  Libri  7.     l2mo.     Salam. 

Plurimse  Epiftolae  Cofmi  Tuniani  Gafparis  Vilely,  Melchioris, 
Nonnii  alioiumque  Societate  Jefu  inter  Indos  Meffionariorum 

ad 
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ad  focios  fuos  In  Lufitania  aliifque  partlbus,  &c.  6cc.    Sele6l.  ex 
Ind.  Epift.  in.Pet.  Maffoei  Hift.  Ind.    Folio.     1593.    Colon. 

1558- 
Thevet  (And.)  lez  Singularitez  de  la  France  Autar6lique  autre- 
ment  nomee  Amerique.     Fig.     12 mo.    Anvers. 

The  Cofmographical  Glafs,   compiled  by  -WiUiara  Cunningham^ 

&c.    Folio.    1559.    London.-: N.  B.  The  Fourth  Part  treats 

of  America. 

156-1.. 
Tevett.  Hift .  deir  India  Amer .  tradott  per  Horollogi .    i2mo .  Venz^ 

1562. 
Relation  of  Sir  John  Hawkins's  Voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies;    Hack- 
luit's  Voyages. 

Voyage  of  Roger  Bodenham  to  S.  John  De  Ulloa,  in  the  Bay  of 
Mexico.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Notes  of  Voyages  and  Plantations  of  the  French,  in  North  Ame- 
rica, both  in  Florida  and  Canada.    Purchases  Pilgrim. 

Pinet  (Ant.)  Plant z,  Por trait z,  &  Defcriptions  de  plufieures  Villes^ 
&c.  d  TEurope,  Afie,  Afrique,  &  Amerique.    Folio.    Lyon^ 

Rycaut's  Voyage  to  Florida,     i2mo.    B.  L» 

De 
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De  Gallorum  Expeditlone  &  clade  ab  Hifpanis  jion  minus  injufte 
quern  immeniter  ipfis  illata,  &c.  &c.  Ad  Finem  Libri  Urbani 
Calvetioniz  de  Rebus  ab  Hifpanis  in  India  Occidentali  geftis. 
06lavo.     1581. 

1566. 
An  A61  for  the  Coporation  of  Merchants,  Adventurers  for  the  dif- 
covering  of  Lands,  &c.  made  in  the  eighth  Year  of  EUzabeth. 
Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Lasvinius  (ApoUonius)  Libri  5  de  Peruviae  Invenione  &  Rebus  in 
eadem  geftis.     i2mo.    Antw. 

ApoUonius  (Leviri),  &c.— alter  Editio.    06lavo, 

1568. 
Thevet's  new  founde  Worlde,  or  Antardlicke.    B.  L.     Quarto. 

David  Ingram's  Travels  in  America.     Huckluit's  Voyages. 

Dialoguo  das  Grandeas  do  Brazil,  &  alia  quaedam  Hiftorica.  Ex. 
Colle6l.  MSS.  J.  Voffii,  No.  2663. 

F.  Colombo  Relatione  della  vita,  &c.  dell  Ammiraglio  D.  Chr.  Co- 
lombo,    ismo.     Ven. 

Fernandez  (Diego)  primera  y  fecunda  Parte  de  la  Hiftoria  del  Peru. 
Folio.     Sevill. 

Molina 
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Molina  (P.  F.  Anton.)  Vocabulario  Caflellano  y  Mexicano»    Fol. 

1572. 
Benjoni  Hifl.  del  Monde  Nuevo.     Fig.     ismo.     Ven. 

Oflbrius  (Hieron)  de  Rebus  Emanuelis  Lufitanias  Reges.    06lava. 

Relation  of  the  Commodities  of  Nova  Hifpania,  and  the  Manners  of 
the  Inhabitants,  by  Henry  Hawke.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Firfl:  Voyage  of  Sir  Francis  Drake, 

'^573- 
Sir  Francis  Drake  Revived,  &c.    Quarto.    London, 

Cofmographia  Petri  Apriani,  &c.    Quarto. 

Monardes  (El  Dotter)  primera  y  fecunda  y  tercera  Parte  de  la 
Hiftoria  Medicinal,  de  las  cofas  que  fe  traen  de  Neuftras  Indias 
Occidentales  que  ferven  en  Medicina.     Quarto.     Seville. 

1574- 
P.  Martyr  is  de  Rebus  Oceanicis  &  de  novo  or  be  Decades  tres, 
i2mo.    Col. 

Morales  (Ambrofio  de)  Coronica  General  de  Efpagnia.  Folia. 
4  Vols.    Alcala. 

^57& 
Apiano  (Pedro)  la  Cofmographia  por  gemma  Frifio  y  el  SIto  y 

Defcrypcion  de  las  Indias  y  mund.  nuevo.    Quarto.    An  vers. 
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Sir  H.  Gilbert's  Treatife  to  prove  a  Paflage  to  be  on  the  North  fide 
of  America  to  go  to  China  and  the  Eaft  Indies.  Hackluit's 
Voyages. 

Oxnam's  Voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  over  the  Streight  of  Da^ 
rien  into  the  South  Sea.     Hackhiit's  Voyages. 

Voyage  of  Sir  Martine  Frobifher  to  the  Weft  and  North- Weft  Re- 
gions.    Written  by  D.  Settle.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Lerii  (J.)    Hift.  Navigationis  in  Brafilum  Figuris.    O6lavo. 

Livinius  Apollonius  de  Peruviae  Regionis  Inventione,  &  Rebus  in 
eadem  geftis.     06lavo.     Antv^erp. 

^577- 
Acofta  Chriftopher  Tratado  de  las  drogas  y  Medicinas  de  las  Indias 

Occidentales  con  fus  plantas  Debuadas  al  vivo.  Quarto.  Burgof. 

Sir  Francis  Drake's  Voyage  round  the  World.  Churchill's  Col- 
lections, 

Of  the  Things  brought  from  the  Occidental  Indies  by  Dr.  Mo- 
nardies,  of  Seville.  Tranflated  by  John  Trampton.  Quarto. 
London. 

Auguftin  de  Zarate  Hiftoria  de  el  Defcubrimiento  y  Conquefta  del 
Peru  en  el  afio  152.5.     Fol.     Sevilla. 

Hift.  of  Travale  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft  Indies,  and  other  Countris 

K  lying 
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lying  towards  the  Moluccas.     Tranflated  by  Richard  Eden,  and 
augmented  by  Richard  Willes.     Quarto. 

1578. 
Voyages  by  M.  Frobiiher.    Hackluit's  Voyages. 

The  Conquefl  of  the  Weft  Indies  by  Hernando  Cortez.     Quarto. 
London. 

Novse  novi  Orbis  Hiftoriae  (id  eft).  Rerum  ab  Hifpanis  in  India 
Occidentale  ha6lenus  geftarum  &  acerbo  illorum  in  eas  gentes 
dominatu,  Libri  tres  Urbani  Calvetonis  opera  induftriaque,  ex 
Itahcis  Hycronomi  Benzonis  Mediolanenfis  qui  eas  Terras  13  an- 
norum  peregrinatione  obiit,  &c.  &c.    Octavo.    Geneva. 

Id.    i2ino.    London. 

Voyage  de  Pedro  Sermiento  que  par  tit  de  Lima  Ian.  1579,  en  in- 
tention de  reconnoiftre  &  vifiter  le  deftroit  de  Magellenes  de  la 
part  du  fud.    Folio.     1622.     Amft. 

Chauveton.    Hift.  Nouvelle  de  Nouveau  Monde.    06lavo.  Paris. 

De  la  Cafas.  Tyrannies  and  Cruautez  des  Efpagnols  perpetrees  es 
Indes  Occidentales.     i2mo.    Anvers. 

1580. 
De  Leng  (J.)     Fait  en  le  Terre  du  Brefil.    06tavo, 

Ditto.     i2mo.     1600. 
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1581. 
Relation  of  Alexander  Urfino  concerning  the  Coaft  of  Terra  Firma, 
and  the  Secrets  of  Peru  and  Chili,    Purchases  Pilgrim. 

1582. 
Difcoiirfe  by  Miles  Philips,  concerning  many  Things  in  the  Weft 
Indies.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's  Voyage  Northward  of  Florida,  &c.    Id. 

Relation  of  a  Voyage  made  on  the  Coaft  of  Brazil,  in  Ame- 
rica.   Id. 

Hackluit  (R.)  Diverfe  Voyages  touching  the  Difcovery  of  Ame  • 
rica,    b.  1.     Quarto.    London. 

1583. 
Report  of  the  late  Difcoveries,  and  Poffeflion  taken  in  Right  of  the 

Crown  of  England  of  the  Newfounde  Land,  by  Sir  H.  Gilbert. 

Written  by  Sir  Geo.  Peacham,  Knt.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Mr.  Thomas  Aldworth's  Letter  to  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  con- 
cerning a  Weftern  Paflage.  Intended  for  Difcoveries  in  Ame- 
rica.    Id. 

Difcourfe  on  the  intended  Voyage  to  the  hithermoft  Parts  of 
America!     Written  by  Captain  Carlill.     Id. 

Copy  of  Letter  to  Richard  Hackluit,  giving  an  Account  of  New- 
foundland.    Id. 

K  s  1584. 
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Lopez  de  Gomera.     Hid.  Generale  des  Indes  Occidentales.    Oc« 
tavo.    Paris. 

Letters  Patent  granted  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  for  difcovering  and 
planting  new  Countries.     Hackluit's  Voyages.. 

Firft  Voyage  to  Virginia,   and  an  Account  thereof.     Hackluit  s 
Voyages.    Purchas  Pilg^ 

Letters  Patent  to  Gilbert,  and  otliers,  for  Difcovery  of  new  Coun^ 
tries.     Id. 

Difcovery  of  Virginia.     Account  thereof  publifhed  in  Smith's  Hif- 
tory  of  Virginia. 

Davis's  Voyage  for  Difcovery  of  the  North-Weft  PafTage.     Hack- 
luit's  Voyages.. 

^585. 
Sir  Francis  Drake's  Voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies.     Related  by  Sir 

William  Monfon  in  his  Naval  Tra6ls.     ChurchiH's  Colle6lion  ef 

Voyages. 

Sir  Richard  Grenville'is  Voyage  to  Virginia  for  Sir  Walter  Raleighv 
Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Obfervations  on  that  Voyage.     Smith's  Gen.  Hift. 

V 

Mendoza  (Juan  Gonz.  De)  Hiftoria  del  Gran  Reyno  de  China  con 
\in  Itinerario  del  Neuvo  Mondo.    0<5tavo.    Mad. 

J586. 
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^    •    .  1586. 

Hifloria  Navigationis  in  Brafiliam  quae  et  America  dicitur  qua  def- 
cribitur  Au6loris  Navigatio  Villagonis  in  America  gefla,  Bra- 
filienfuim  Vi6lus  Mores,  &c.  Ex  Gallico  Latina  fa6la  &  Fr- 
guris  illuflrata  a  Joan  Lerio.     06lavo.     Euftaht. 

Difcourfe  of  John  Chelton,  touching  the  Mines,  Cities,  Riches, 
Forces,  &c.  of  the  Weft  India.     Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Davis's  Second  Voyage  for  Difcovery  of  the  North-Weft  Paf- 
fage.     Id. 

Account  of  the  Employment  of  the  EngUfli  left  in  Virginia,  by 
Sir  Richard  Grenville.     Id. 

Account  of  Third  Voyage,  made  for  Relief  of  thofe  left  in  Vir- 
ginia.   Id. 

Account  of  Virginia,  by  Thomas  Harriot,  Servant  to  Sir  W. 
Raleigh.     Id. 

Hiftory  of  Lopez  Vaz  (a  Portugal)  with  a  Difcourfe  about  him 
touching  American  Places,  &c.  &c.     Purchas  Pilgrim. 

Hiftoriae  Indiae  Occidentalis,  &c.  Hyeronomo  Benzone  Italo, 
&  Joanne  Lerio  Burgundio— ex  eorum  Idromate  in  Latinam  Ur- 
ban! Calvetonis  ftudio  converfa.     2  Vols.    Odlavo. 

1587. 
The  Fourth  Voyage  to  Virginia.    Hackluit's  Voyages. 

Laudonniere'is 
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Laudonniere's  Notable  Hlftory,  containing  four  Voyages  made  by 
certain  French  Captains  into  Florida,  by  R.  Hackluit.     Quarto. 

/ 
Abrahami  Ortelii   America,  five  Novi  Orbis  Defer iptio.     Folio. 

Antverp.     1587. 

1588. 
The  Fifth  Voyage  for  the  Supply  of  the  Province  of  Virginia, 
by  John  White.     Hackluit 's  Voyages. 

Cfiftellanos  (Juan  De)  Primera  y  Secunda  de  las  Elegias  de  Varo- 
nes  lUuftres  de  Indias.     Quarto.     2  Vols.    Madrid. 

Ramufio  (Giov.  Battifta)  Racolto  delle  Navigationi    et  Voyagii. 
Folio.    3  Vols.    Venet. 

1589- 
Acofla  (Jofeph  De)  de  Natura  Novi  Orbis  Libri  duo,  &  de  pro- 

curanda  Indorum  falute  Libri  fex.     06lavo.    Salmant. 

■ (P.  Jos.  de)   Hifloria  Natural  y  Moral  de  las  Indias. 

Quarto.     Madrid. 

Rodriguez  (Manuel)  Explicacion  de  la  Bulla  de  la  Santa  Cru- 
'     zada.     Quarto.     Alcala. 

AfTignment  from  Sir  W.  Raleigh  to  divers  Gentlemen  and  Mer- 
chants of  London,  for  inhabiting  and  planting  Virginia.  Hack- 
luit's  Voyages. 

The  Principal  Voyages  and  Difcoveries  of  the  Englifli,  within  the 
Compafs  of  1500  Years,  by  Richard  Hackluit,    Folio.   London. 
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1590- 
Sir  John  Hawkins'  and  Sir  Martin  Frobifher's  Voyage  to  the  CoaCl 

of  Spain  and  Illands.    Churchill's  Colle6lion  of  Voyages. 

A  Fig  for  the  Spaniards.    Quarto.    London. 

1592. 
Sir  W.  Raleigh's  Voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies.    Sir  William  Mon- 
fon's  Naval  Tra6ls. 

John  Petri  Maffoei  Burgomatis  e  Socutate  Jefu  Hiftoriarum  Indica- 
rum,  Lib.  16.  Sele6larum  item  ex  India  Epiftolarum  eodem 
Interprete,  Lib.  6.  Acceflit  Ignatii  Loyolae  vita,  &c.  Folio. 
Colon. 

The  Seventh  Voyage  of  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  to  the  Spanifh 
Weft  Indies  ;  his  defcent  on  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  &c.  Purchas 
Pilgrim. 

^594- 
Roman  (Hieron)  Republicas  del  Mundo.    3  Vols.  Folio.   Madrid. 

1596. 
Monardes,  his  joyful  Newes  out  of  the  Newfoundland,  by  J. 
Trampton.     Cuts.  b.  1.     Quarto,    London. 

Sir  W.  Raleigh,  his  Difcoveries  of  Guiana.    Quarto.    London. 

A  Libel  of  Spanifti  Lies,  &c.    Quarto.    London. 

Jofephi 
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Jofephl  Acofta  de  Natura  Novi  Orbis,  Libri  duo.    06lavo.   Paris. 

^597- 
Relation  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Azores,  by  Sir  Arthur  Gorges.    Pur- 
chas  Pilgrim. 

A  Proje6l  in  the  Time  of  Elizabeth,  for  fettling  her  Subje6ls  in 
Guiana,  on  the  Continent  of  America.     Churchiirs  Colle6lion 
.  of  Voyages. 

Defcriptionis  Ptolemaicae  augmentum  fivi  Occidentis  Notitia  brevi 
Commentario,  illuftrata  Studio  et  Opera;  C.  Wytfleet.  Cum 
Tab.     Foho.    Lovan. 

1598. 
Narratio  Regionum  Indicarum  per  Hifpanos  quofdem  devaftata- 
rum  veriflima,  prius  quidem,  per  Epifcopum   Bartholemseum 
Caufum,    Hifpanice  Confcripta,  &  Latine  excufa.      Cum  Fig. 
Quarto.    Francofurti. 

Hiftoire  Naturelle  &  Morale  des  Indas,  trad  de  TEfpagnol  de 
Jofeph  Acofta,  par  Rob.  Regnault.     06lavo.     Paris. 

'^599 
Vera  Hift.  Admirandae  cujufdam  Navigationis.     Huld.  Schmidel 

ab.  an.  1534,  ad  1554.     Quarto.     Norib. 

Bernardo  de  Vargas  Machuca,  Milicia  y  Defcripcion  de  las  Indias, 
Quarto.     Sevilla,  i^cjo.     Quarto.     Madrid,  1599. 


1600. 
Calvetonis  (Urb.)  Nova  Novi  Orbis.  Hift.     O61avo.     Paris. 


De 
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De  Lery  Hlft.  d\in  Voyage  fait  en  le  Terre  du  Brazil.    Fig. 
i2mo.    Paris, 

Acofta  Jofeph  de  Hiftoire  Naturelle  &  Morale  des  Indes  tant  (Ori- 
ental es)  qu  Occidentales.     06ka.yo.    Paris. 

De  Herrera  (Ant.)  Hift.  General  de  los  Hechos,  de  los  Caftillanos 
en  las  Iflas  y  Tierra  Firme  del  Mar.  Oceano  decades.  8  en  4, 
torn.  Folio*     Mad. 

Defcription  of  the  Weft  Indies  by  Antonio  De  Herrera,  Chief 
Chronicler  of  the  Weft  Indies,  &c.  Tranflated  from  the  Spa- 
nifti.    Purch.  Pilg> 

Treatife  of  Brafil  in  America.    Tranflated  from  Spanifh.    Idv 

Particular  Defcription  de  Tlnde  Occidentale  touchant  la  Situation 
de  fes  Terres  &  Provinces  lechemin  qu'il  faut  tenir  a  les  pafler  6c 
quelles  Riches  d  or  &  argent  fe  trouvent  en  chafcune  dicelles. 
Par  le  Preftre  Pedro  Ordonnez  deCevallos  qui  lesa  recerche  fort 

"-'Curieufement.    Id. 


hli 


1602. 

Brereton  (J.)  Briefe  and  true  Relation  of  tli6  Difcoveries  of  the 
Northe  Part  of  Virginia,  by  Captains  Gofnold,  Gilbert,  &c.  By 
PerniilTion  of  Sir  W.  Raleigh,     b.  1.     Quarto.     London. 

Briefe  Defcription  of  Elizabette's  Ifle,  and  fome  others  towards  the 
Northe  Part  of  Virginia.  Publiftied  in  Smith's  General  Hif- 
tory. 
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Martin  Pring's  Voyage  to  the  North  Part  of  Virginia.  Written  by 
Robert  Salterne.  Publiflied  in  Smith's  General  Hillory,  and  ia 
Piirch.  Pilgrim. 

Barth.  Gilbert's  Voyage  to  Virginia.     Purch.  Pilgrim. 
Samuel  Chaplayne's  Voyage  to  Canada.     Id. 
The  Englifh  Captive  in  Peru.     Id. 

Voyage  of  Monf.  de  Monts  into  New  France.  Written  by  Marc 
Lefcarbott.    Id. 

Ordenanzas  XIII.  Reales  del  Confcio  de  las  Indias  Valladolia 
FoL 

1604. 
Charles  Leigh's  Voyage  to  Guiana.    Purch.  Pilg-.- 

Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Written  in  Spanifit 
by  J.  Acofta,  and  tranflated  into  Englifli  by  E.  G.  Quarto. 
London*. 

De  Torre's  la  nouvelle  Hift.  du  Perou.     i2mo.    Paris. 

Torrenfis  (P.  J.)    Relatio  Hiftorica  rerum  apud  Indos  geftarunu 
lamo.    Mogunt. 

1605. 

Ogna  (Pedro  De)    Arauco  Domado  Poema.    ismo.    Mad. 

Relation 

*  Vide  Id.  in  prasced.  Pag. 
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Relation  of  Difcovery  Northward  of  Virginia,  by  George  Wey* 
mouth.  Written  by  James  Rofier.  Publiflied  in  Smiths  Gene- 
ral Hiftory. 

t6o6. 
The  fixth  Voyage  to  Virginia  by  John  Smith.  Publifhed  in  Smith's 
General  Hiilory. 

1607. 
Proceedings  of  the  Englifli  Colony  in  Virginia,  till  their  firft  Sup- 
•    ply  in  1607.     By  Thomas  Studley.    Publiihed  in  Smith's  Ge* 
neral  Hiftory. 

The  Accomit  of  that  Supply,  with  their  Proceedings>  and  th6 
Ship's  return.     Id. 

Diverfe  Voyages  and  Difcoveries  of  Henry  Hudfon  towards  the 
North  Pole.     Publifhed  in  Purch.  Pilg. 

L'Indien  ou  Portrait  au  Naturel  des  Indiens,  prefente  au  Roy  d'Ef- 
pagne,  par  D.  Juan  De  Palafox  Evefque  de  la  Puebla  de  les  An*- 
geles,  en  la  Nouvelle  Efpagne.     Paris.     Folio.     1672. 

.Mundus  alter  &  idem,  five  Terra  Auftralis,  antehac  Semper  incog-^ 
nita,  longis  Itineribus  peregrini.Academici  Nuperrime  illuftrata. 
06lavo.     Francofurti. 

Relation  of  the  Accidents  that  happened  in  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Bay  of  Chefapeak.  By  Captain  John  Smith.  Publifhed  in 
Smith's  General  Hiftory. 

L  2  Argenfola 
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Argenfola  (Bartolome  Leonardo  De).  Conquifta  de  las  Iflas  Mu- 
^ .  laccas.     Folio.    Mad. 

i6og. 
New  France  ;  or,  Defcriptlon  of  that  Part  of  New  France,  which 
is  one  Continent  with  Virginia.     Quarto.     London. 

Letter  of  Gabriel  Archer  touching  the  Voyage  of  Ships  which  ar- 
rived in  Viginia  in  1609.     Ptirch.  Pilg. 

Nova  Britannia  offered  moft  excellent  Fruits  by  Planting  in  Vir- 
ginia.    Quarto.     London, 

The  true  Proceedings  in  Virginia,  6cc.  Publiflied  in  Smith's  Ge- 
neral Hiflory. 

Third  Voyage  of  Henry  Hudfon  towards  Nova  Zembla,  and,  at  his 
return,  to  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Cod.  Publiflied  in  Purch. 
Pilg. 

Saille's  Prohibitione  llaide.     A  Reproof  to  thofe  that  traduce  Vir- 
ginia.    Quarto.     London. 

Garcilaflb  (De  la  Vega.)  Commentarios  Reales  del  Peru.  2  Tom. 
Folio.     Liibon. 

De  Soto  (F.)  Virginia  richly  valued  by  the  Defcription  of  the 
maine  Land  of  Florida  her  next  Neighbour.  From  the  Portu- 
guefe,  by  R.  Hackluit.     Quarto.     London. 

Lefcarbot  (Marc).    Hift.  de  la  Nouvelle  France,     06lavo.   Paris. 

1610. 
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Cafas  (Bart,  de  Las)  Narratio  Iconibus,  illuflrata  per  Theod.  de 
Bry.     Quarto,     Oppent. 

Voyage  of  Samuel  Argal  from  James  Town  in  Virginia,  to  feek  the 
Bermudas,  &c.     lb.  in  Purchas  Pilgrim. 

The  firft  planting  of  Newfoundland  by  the  Englifh,  Account 
thereof,  with  other  Particulars.     Id. 

Sir  William  Monfon's  Difcourfe  concerning  the  North- Weft  Paf- 
fage.    Printed  in  Churchiirs  Colle6lion  of  Voyages. 

1611. 
Manners,  Laws,  and  Cuftoms  of  all  Nations,    Thofe  relating  to 
America  colle6led  out  of  the  Hiflory  of  America  or  Brafil,  by 
John  Lenies.     Quarto.     London, 

Caravantes  (F.  Lopez  de)  Relacion  de  las  Provincias  que  tiene  el 
Goviernno  del  Peru  los  Officios  que  en  el  ce  Provien  y  la 
Hacienda  que  alii  tien  fu  Magiftad  lo  que  fe  gefta  de  ella  y  le 
gueda  libre,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Dedicada  al  Marques  de  Santos  Claros> 
agnodei6ii.    MSS.     R. 

1612. 
Peter  Martyr's  eight  Decades,   by  Eden  and    Lok.      Quarto. 
London. 

Strachey's  (William)  Laws  Divine  and  Moral,  for  Virginia.  Quarta, 
London.  • . 

A  Map 
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A  Map  of  Virginia,  with  a  Defcription  of  the  Country,  by  W.  S, 
Quarto.    Oxford. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Colonifts  in  Virginia,  by  W.  S.  Ouarto» 
Oxford. 

De  Novo  Orbe,  or  the  Hiftory  of  the  Weft  Indies,  by  Pet.  Mar- 
tyr.    Quarto.     London.     With  great  Additions. 

Indiae  Occidentalis  Hiftoria.  Ex  variis  Autoribus  Colle6ta.  Oper^ 
et  Studio  Gafparis  Exft.  Colonise.     06lavo. 

Defcriptio  Geographica  Dete6lionis  Freti  five  Tranfitus  ad  occafum 
fupra  Terras  Americanas  in  Chinam  atque  Japonam  du6luri, 
Recenter  inveftigati  ab  M.  Henrico  Hudfono  Anglo.  &c.  cum 
Cartis  accuratis.     Quarto.     Amfterdam. 

* 
1613. 

Alexander  Wliitaker's  Tra6late  of  Virginia.     Printed  in  Purchas 

Pilgrim, 

De  Champlain  Voyages,  de  Fig.     Quarto.     Paris. 

Harcourt's  Voyage  to  Guiana.     Quarto.     London. 

A  plain  Defcription  of  the  Bermudas,  with  their  Difcoveries,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Sir  George  Sommers.  b.  1.  Quarto, 
London, 

Suarez  de  Figueroa  (Chriftopher)  Hechos  de  De  Gacria  Hertado 
de  Mendoza.    Quarto.    Madrid. 

•     •  B.De 
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B.  De  La  Cafas  Naratio  Regionum  Indicarum  per  Hifpanos  quoP- 
dam  Devaflatarum.    Fig.     Quarto.     Oppenh.  . 

P.  Claude  de  Abberville  Hifl.  de  la  Miflion  des  peres  Capucins  en 
-  rifle  de  Marignan.     06lavo.     Paris. 

The  State  of  Virginia  under  the  Government  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dale.     Publiflied  in  Smith's  General  Hiflory. 

Firft  Voyage  to  New  England,  with  Defcription  of  the  Country^ 
&c.  &c.    Publiflied  in  Smith's  General  Hiflory. 

16^15. 
Les  Voyages  de  Sieur  de  Champlaine  Journal  des  Obfervations; 
faites  et  decouvertures  de  la  Nouvelle  France.     Paris. 

The  Virginia  Lottery.     0<5lavo.     Publiflied  in  Purchas  Pilgrimv 

Smith's  Second  Voyage  to  New  England.     Publiflied  in  Smith's 
,    General  Hifl:ory.. 

An  Account  of  the  Spanifli  Hiftory  of  the  Wefl  Indies,  (entitled,) 
Hifl:.  Gen.  de  los  Hechos,^  par  Antonio  de  Herrera.  4  Vols. 
Folio.  Madrid.  Publiflied  in  the  Preface  to  the  Colle6lion  of 
Voyages  printed  for  Churchill  1704*. 

R.  P.  Petri  Jarifi  Tholofanas  Societ  Jefu,  Thefauris  Rerum  Indica- 
rum*. Opus  nunc  primum  a  M.  Matthia  Martinez  e  Gallico  in 
Latinum  Sermonem  tranflatum,  permiflu  Super iorum.  Colonic 
Agrippinse  Sumptibus  Petri  Henningii.     3  Tom.     Quarto. 

Petrii 
*  Vide  Id.  in  Pag.  73.^ 
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Petri  Jaricci   Thefaurus  Reruin   Indicarum.    06lavo.      Colonic? 
^; Quarto.    1615.    s  Vols. 

161^. 
Relation  given  in  writing  to  Queen  Anne,  by  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Powhatan,  King  of  the  Savages  in  Virginia,  and  Wife  of  John 
Rolfe  in  England.     Publifhed  in  Smith's  General  Hiflory. 

Novus  Orbis  (id  eft)  Navigationes  primae  in  Americana.  G^avo, 
Rott. 

1617. 
Garcilaflb  'de  la  Vega  Commentarios  Reales  del  Peru.    2  Tom, 
Folio.    Cordov. 

De  Quire's  new  Southern  Difco very.    Quarto.    London ► 

Smith's  Defcription  of  New  England.    Quarto.    London. 

Obfervations  of  Things  moft  remarkable,  colle6led  out  of  the  Com-* 
mentaries  of  Garcelepo  de  La  Vega.  Publifhed  in  Purchas  Pilgr. 

1618. 
Newes  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.     Quarto.     London. 

Cifneros  (Diego)  Sitio  Naturaliza  y  Propriedades  de  la  Cuidad  de 
Mexico.    Quarto.    Mex. 

De  Legatione  Evangelica  ad  Indos  Capeflenda  admonitio  Juftl^ 
Heurni  Joan.  fil.  Lugduni  Batavorum  Ex  Officina  Elzeveriana. 
06lavo. 
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i6ig. 
Spilbergen  et  le  Maire  Speculum  Orientalis  occidentalifque  Navi- 
gationum.     Quarto.     L.  Bat, 

Note  of  the  Shipping,  Men,  and  Provifions,  fent  to  Virginia,  &c. 
Quarto.     London. 

Another  ditto,  with  the  Names  of  the  Adventurers,  the  feveral 
Sums  adventured,  paid  in  to  Sir  Thos.  Smith.  Quarto.  London. 

Account  of  the  Letters  for  Virginia — Of  Sir  Thomas  Dale's  Return 
— Of  the  Spaniards'  Invafion — Of  Pocahuntas  and  Jomocama, 
&c.    Pubhfhed  in  Purchas  Pilgrim. 

Diarium  vel  Defer iptio  laboriofiffimi  &  molefliffimi  Itineris  fa6li,  a 
Guilielmo  Cornelii  Schoutenio  Hornano,  Annis  1615,  1616,  & 
1617.    Cum  Fig.     Quarto.     Amft.  i6ig, 

1620. 
State  of  Affairs  in  Virginia.     Quarto.    London. 

The  Planter*s  Plea,  with  a  Manifeftation  of  the  Caufes,  moving 
fuch  as  have  lately  undertaken  a  Plantation  in  New  England. 
Ouarto.     London. 

A  Briefe  Difcourfe  of  the  Trials  of  New  England,  &c.  Publiflied 
in  Smith's  General  Hiftory. 

Whitboure's  (R.)  Difcovery  of  Newfoundland.  2  Parts.  Ouarto. 
London. 

M  Remefal 
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Remefal  (Fr.  Aiit.)  Hift.  General  de  las  Indlas  occidentales  y  parti* 
cular  de  la  Governacion  de  Cheapa  y  Guatamala.    Fol.     Mad. 

1621.* 
Arriago  (P.  Pablo  Jof.  De)  Exterpacion  de  la  Idolatria  del  Pent. 
Quarto.    Lima. 

Note  of  Shipping,  Men,  and  Provifions,  fent  to  Virginia.     Pub- 
.    lillied  in  Purchas  Pilgrim^ 

The  King's  Patent  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  for  the  planting 
,    New  Scotland. 

Newes  from  Virginia,  with  Letters  touching  the  Silkwork.    Pub- 
Uflied  in  Purchas  Pilgrim. 

16^22. 
Obfervations  of  John  Pory  in  his  Travels,  with  an  Account  of  the 
Maflacre  of  the  Engliih  by  the  Indians  in  Virginia.     Publifhed 
in  Smith's  Gen.  Hid, 

AbftraxSls  of  diverfe  Relations  fent  from  the  Colony  of  New  Eng- 
.   land.    Id. 

Briefe  Relation  of  the  Difcovery  and  Planting  New  England.  Pub- 
■   lifhed  in  Purchases  Pilgrim. 

Difcovery  and  Difcourfe  on  Newfoundland.     Id. 

State  of  Affairs  in  Virginia.    Quarto.    London. 

Ordonnez 


(    83     ) 

Crcloniiez  de  Cevallos  Indise  Occidentalis  Defcrlptio.  Fig.  Folio, 
Amilerdam.' 

New  England's  Trials,  by  John  Smith.     Quarto.    London. 

Defcription  des  Indes  Occidentales,  &c,     Fol.     Amfterdam, 

1623. 
Difcovery  of  Spanifli  Pra6lices,  {hewing  the  King  of  England  to 
have  a  prior  Claim  of  the  Country  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in 
Confeq[uence  of  the   Difcovery  of  Sebaftian  Cabot.     Quarto, 
London. 

Account  of  the  Work,  entitled,  Theodori  &  Joannis  de  Brye  In- 
dia Originalis  &  Occident.  Preface  to  ChurchilFs  Collection 
of  Voyages. 

General  Hiftory  of  Bermudas.  Publilhed  in  Smith's  General 
Hiilory. 

Briefe  Intelligence  from  Virginia.  Publifhed  in  Purchas  Pil- 
grim. . 

Virginia's  Verger — fliewing  the  Benefits  of  the  Plantations,  &c. 
V^ritten  by  Samuel  Purchas,  and  abridged  in  his  Pilgrim.  V.  4. 
1^09. 

Winflow's  Relation  of  Things  very  remarkable  at  the  Plantation 
^   of  Plimouth,  in  New  England.     Quarto.     1624. 

M  2  Hackluitus 
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1625. 
Hackluitiis  Poflhumus,  or  Purchas's  Pilgrims,  containing  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  World  in  Voyages  and  Travels,  &c.  FoHo.  London. 

Hiftoria  de  la  Fundacion  y  Difcurfo  de  la  Probincia,  de  Santiago  de 
Mexico  de  la  Orden  de  predicatores^  por  las  vidas  de  fus  varo- 
nes  infignes  y  Cafos  Notables  de  Nueva  Efpana,  por  Auguftirt 
Davila  Padilla.    Folio. 

Sir  W.  Raleigh's  Gholl,  or  England's  Forewarner, — difcovering  the 
Secrets  of  Spain  againft  England.     Quarto.    London. 

Padilla  (Aug.  Davila)  Hifl.  de  la  Provineia  de  Mexico.  Folio. 
Brafil. 

Garcia  (Gregorio)  Hilloria  Ecclefiaftica  y  Seglar  de  la  India  y 
Oriental  y  Occidental  y  Predicacyon  de  la  Santa  Evangelia  en 
ella.     ismo.     Barcel. 

Fras.  Pedro  Simon  Eas  Noticias  Hilloriales  de  las  Conquiflas  de 
Terra  Firma  en  las  Indias  Occidentals  defde  el  ano  1492^ 
hafta  el  de  1622.    Folio.     Cuenea. 

Veridlcus  Belgicus,  quem  Au6lor  auxit,  recenfuit,  &  e  Belgica 
Latinum  reddidit,  An.  Dr.  AccefTit  Apocalypfis  Batavica  item 
Au6tior  &  emendatior. 

1627. 
Smith's  (Captain  Jof.)  General  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  New  England,, 
and  the  Summer  Iflands.    Cuts,     Folio.    London. 

Simon 
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Simon  (Pedro)  Notlcias  Hlfloriales  de  las  Conquiflas  de  Terra 
Firma  en  las  Indias  Occidentales.     Folio.     Cuenea. 

Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Plantations  in  New  England,  by  G, 
Mourt.     Quarto.     London. 

New  England  in  America — Particulars  relative  to  the  Plantations, 
Laws,  &c.  &c.  by  R.  C.     Quarto.     London. 

1628. 
Varages  (D.  Thorn.  Tamaio  de)  Rellauration  de  la  Cindad  de! 
Salvador  y  Baia  de  Todos,  San6los  en  la  Provincia  del  Brazil. 
Quarto.     Madrid. 

Account  of  landing  at  Salem,  and  from  thence  making  a  Settle- 
ment at  Maflachufletts  Bay,  and  laying  the  Foundation  of 
Charleftown.     MSS.     L.  S.  P.  G. 

Europae  Speculum,  or  a  View  of  Religion  in  the  Weilern  World. 
Quarto.     London. 

Joannes  de  Soloryano  Percira  de  Indiarum  Jure  five  de  jufla  In- 
diarum  Occidentalium  Inquifitione,  Acquifitione  et  Retentione. 
Lib.  3.     Mat. 

Penaloza  y  Mandragon  (Fr.  Benito  de)  Cineo  Excellencias  del 
Efpanol  que  des  Peublan,  a  Efpana.     Quarto.     Pamp. 

Torres  (Frac.  Caro  de)  Hiftoria  de  las  Ordines  Militares  de  San- 
tiago, Calatrava  y  Alcantara,  defde  fu  Fundacyon  hafta  el  Rey 
dePelepi2.     Adminilladorperpetuo  dallas.    Folio.    Madrid. 

Smith's 
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1630. 

Smith's  (Captain  Jof.)  Travels  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica.    Folio.     London. 

B.  Dalle  Cafe  Ifloria  della  diftruttione  del  Indie  Occidentali. 
Quarto.     Ven. 

Argenfola  (Bartolome  Leonardo  de)  Anales  de  Aragon.  Folio. 
Saragoca. 

Map  and  Defcription  of  New  England,  with  a  Difcourfe  of  Plan- 
tation and  Colonies,  by  Sir  W.  Alexander,  Knight.  Quarto. 
London. 

Tyrannies  &  Cruautez  de  Efpagnols,  commifes  en  Indes  Occiden- 
tales,  q'on  dit  le  Nouveaii  Monde,  efcritte  en  Efpagnol,  par  B. 
De  las  Cafas,  traduitte  en  Francois  par  Jacques  de  Miggrode. 
Quarto.     Rouen. 

Bernal  Diaz.  Conquifta  de  la  Nuova  Efpana.  Folio.  Madrid. 
1^30. 

1631. 
Advertifements  for  the  unexperienced  Planters  of  New  England, 
&c.  &c.    By  John  Smith,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  Admiral  of 
New  England.     Quarto.     London. 

1632. 
New  Englifh  Canaan,  or  an  Abftra6l  of  New  England.    By  Tho- 
mas Moreton ,     Quarto .    London . 

Thomas 
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Thomas  James's  Voyage  to  difcover  a  North-Wefl:  Paflage.  Quarto. 
London.    Reprinted  in  Churchiirs  Colle6lion  of  Voyages. 

Stette's  Hiftory  of  Virginia.     06lavo.     5s.    London. 

Caftillo  (Bernarl.  Diez  Del).    Hiftoria  Verderera  de  la  Conquifta 
de  Neuva  Efpana.     Fol.    Mad. 

i%3. 
De  Laet  (J.)     Novus  orbis  feu  Defcriptio  Indise  Occidentalis.  Fig. 
-    Fol.  ap  Elzv, 

Garcilaflb  de  la  Vega  Hid.  des  Yncas  du  Perou.    Par  J.  Bardoin. 
Quarto.    Paris. 

Fox  from  the  North  Weft  Paflage.    Odlavo.    London,    ' 

Waggener's    Travels.      Publiftied    in    Churchill's    Colle6lion  of 
Voyages. 

food's  New  England  Profpe6l.    Quarto.    London. 

Governor  Hervey's  Letters  on  Virginia  Affairs.  MSS.  L.  S.  P*G. 

Literae    annu^   Provinciae  Paraquariag  Societatis   Jefu.       ismo, 
Antw. 

Abuquerque  Coello  (Duarte  De).  Memorial  des  artes  de  la  Guerra 
del  Brazil.    Quarto.    Mad. 

1636, 
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II  Supplice  Schiavo  Indiano.    Quarto.    Herdelb. 
§ayard(G.)    Hid.  du  Canada.     06lavo.     Paris. 

Cepeda(DeFern.)  Relacion  Univerfal  del  Sitio  en  que  efla  fun- 
dada  la  Cindad  de  Mexico.     Folio.     Mexico. 

Battle  fought  in  New  England  between  the  Englifli  and  the  Spa- 
niards.    Quarto.     London. 

Relacion  de  ce  qui  s'efl  pafle  en  la  Nouvelle  France  en  Tannee 
1638.    Par  le  Paul  le  Jeune.     06lavo.    Paris. 

Relacion  de  ce  qui  s'eft  pafle  en  la  Miffion  de  la  Compagnie  de 
Jefus  dans  le  Rays  des  Hurons  en  Tannees  1637,  1638.  Oc- 
tavo.    Paris. 

Betancurt  y  Figueroa  (Don  Louis)  Derecho  de  las  Iglefias  Metro- 
politanas  de  las  Indias.     Quarto.     Mad. 

Calancha  (F.  Antonio  de  la).  Chronica  Moralizada  del  Orden  de 
San  Auguftin  en  el  Peru.     Fol.     Barcelona. 

California.  Diano  Hiftorico  de  les  Vraiges  de  Mar  y  Tierra  Hechos 
en  1668,  al  norte  de  California  di*  orden  del  Marqus  de  Croix 
Vyrrey  de  Neuva  Efpaiia.     MSS.     R. 
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Pizarro  yOrellana  (F.)  Varones  Illuftres  del  Nuevo  ^|undo,  &c. 
Fol.     Mad. 

Fern.  Pizarro  de  los  llluftres  Barones  de  el  Nuevo  Mondo.  Fol, 
Madrid.  ' 

1640. 
Ruis  (P.  Ant.)  Conqiiifla  Efpiritual  hicha  por  los  Religiofos  de  la 
Compagnie  de  Jefus  en  las  Provincias  de  la  Paraguay,  Uraquay, 
Paranay,  Tape.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

1641. 
Petition  exhibited  to  Parliament  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel 
in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies.     Quarto.    London. 

'        '  .-• ' 

1642. 

Plain  deahng,  or  News  from  New  England,  fhewing  their  Govern- 

-     ment,  both  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil.     By  Thomas  Letchford. 

Quarto.     London. 

Hugo  Grotius  de  Origine  Gentium  Americanum,  in  06lavo.  1^42, 

1643. 
Voyage  to  Chili,  performed  by  Order  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
Company.     Publifhed  in  Churchill's  Colle6lion  of  Voyages. 

New  England's  Firft  Fruits.     Quarto.     London. 

Anfwer  of  the  Elders  of  the  feveral  Churches  in  New  England,  to 
Nine  Portions  fent  over  to  them  by  the  Minifters  of  England. 
Quarto.     London. 

.         N  AKej 
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A  Key  to  the  Language  of  America,  or  a  Help  to  the  Tongue  of 
the  New  England  Indians.  By  Roger  WiUiams,  of  Providence, 
Quarto.     London. 

Joannis  De  Laet  Notae  ad  DifTertationem  Hugonis  Grotii.  0(51:avo. 
Paris^  1^43- 

Hugonis  Grotii  de  Origine  Gentium  Americanum  Differ tatio  altera 
in  06tavo.    Paris,  1643, 

Chriftianiffimo  felice ,  nelle  M ifTioni  de  Padri  della  Compagnia  di 
Giefu  nel  Paraguai  defcritto  da  Lud.  Anton.  Muratori,  Quarto. 
Venet; 

1644. 

Cafteirs  fliort  Difcoverie  of  the  CoaRs  and  Continents  of  America. 

Relation  of  the  Rife,  Reign,  and  Ruin  of  the  Antlnomians,  Fami- 
lies, and  Libertines  of  New  England,  &c.  &c.  Quarto.  London. 

Relation  of  Church  Courfes  held  in  Opinion  and  Pra(?fcice,  in  New 
England.     Quarto.     London. 

The  new  Church  way  in  New  England,  and  the  old.  By  William 
Rathbaud  and  S.  Alhe.     Quarto.     London. 

Shcrt  Difcovery  of  the  Coaft  and  Continent  of  America,  from  the 
Equino6lial  Northward,  and  of  the  adjacent  liles.     By  William 
.Caftell.     Quarto.    London. 

Joan  De  Laet,  Refponfio  ad  Differtationem  fecimdam  Hugonis 
Grotii,  in  06lavo.     Amftd.  1644. 

1645. 
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1645. 
The  Covenant  of  God's  Grace  fweetly  unfolded.    By  John  Cotton,, 
ofJBofton.     Quarto.    London. 

Frefh  Difcovery  of  wandering  Stars,  caUing  themfelves  New  Lights 
in  New  England,  &c.  &c.  By  William  Prynne,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn.     Quarto.    London. 

The  Way  of  the  Churches  of  Chrift  in  New  England.  By  John 
Cotton.     Quarto.     London. 

Calle  (Juan  Diaz  de  la)  Memorial  Informitarios  de  loque  a  fu  Ma- 
geftad  Provien  de  la  Nueva  Efpana  y  Pene.    Quarto.    Mad, 

Ribas  (Aud  Perez  de)  Hiftoria  de  los  Triumphos  de  neufbra  fla  Fe, 
entre  Gentes  las  nas  Barbaras,  en  las  Mifliones  de  Neuva  Efpana. 
Folio.    Mad. 

164,6,     ■ 
Controverfy  concerning  Liberty  of  Confcience,  in  Matters  of  Reli- 
gion.   By  J.  Cotton.    Quarto.    London. 

Alonzo  de  Ovalle  Hiflorica  Relacion  del  Reyno  de  Chili*  Quarto. 
Rom. 

Hiftorica  Relacione  del  Regno  di  Cile,  e  delle  Miffioni  e  Miniflerii 
che  efcercila  in  quelle  la  Compagnia  di  Giefu,  por  Alonfo  d' 
Ovaglie.    Con  Fig.     Fol.    Roma,  164,6, 

164,7. 
Barliei  (Gafp.)  Rerum  par  06lennium  in  Brafilla,  Sc  alibi  geftarum 

N  2  fub 
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fub  Pr2efe6lura  Mauritii  Naflau  Comitis  Hift.      Fig.      Folio, 
«  Amild. 

New  England's  Jonas  caft  up  at  London,  or  Proceedings  of  the 
Colony  of  Boflon,  &c.     By  John  Child.     Quarto.     London. 

The  Simple  Cobler  of  Aggawam,  in  America,  &c.  Quarto.  London. 

The  Day  Breaking  of  the  Gofpel  with  the  Indians.  Quarto^ 
London. 

The  Gofpel  Covenant  preached  in  New  England.  By  Peter 
Bulkeley*    Quarto.    London. 

1648.  : 

The^Engliih  American,  his  Travels  by  Sea  and  Land,  containing 
a  Journal  of  3300  Miles,  within  the  main  Land  of  America. 
By  Thomas  Gage.    Folio.     London. 

•Defcription  of  New  Albion,  with  various  other  Matters.'  Bj 
Beauchamp  Plantagenet.     Quarto.    London. 

.Bretius  (Phil.)  Parallela  Geographiae  Veteris  &  Novae.  Quarto. 
Paris. 

•Seyxas  y  Lovero  (D.  Fr.)  Theatro  Naval  Hydrographrco.  Quarto. 
\    Mad. 

Vega  ''(L.  Ynca  Garcilaflb  de  la)  Hiftoire  des  Guerres  Civiles  des 
Efpagnoles  dans  les  Indes.   Quarto.   2  Tom.    Paris. 

c .  '  1649. 
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1649. 
Relation  of  Antonie  Monterlnos,  as  to  Jews  being  found  in  Ame- 
rica, &c.    London. — Inferted  in  Thorogood's  Jews  in  America. 
Quarto.     London. 

Act  for  promoting  theGofpel  in  New  England.    Folio.   London. 
L.  S.  P.  G. 

H.  Brewer's  Voyage  to  Chili.     Publiihed  in  Churchiirs  Colle6lion 
of  Voyages. 

Hiftorical  Relation  of  Chili,  by  Alonzo  de  Ovelle,  &:c.     Id. 

Perfe6l  Defcription  of  Virginia.     Quarto.     London.  ; 

Winflow's  Glorious  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians. 
06lavo.     London. 

Davila  Padilla  (Gil  Gonzalez)  Teadro  Ecclefiaftico  de  la  primitiva 
Mefia,  de  las  IndiasOccidentales.     Folio.     2  Vols.  Mad. 

1650. 

Williams's  (Edw.)  Virgo  Triumphans  ;  or,  Virginia  richly  valued. 
Quarto.     London. 

Hilloire  des  Guerres  civiles  des  Efpagnols  dans  les  Indes  caufees  par 
'     les  Souflevemens  des  Picarres  et  des  Almagres  arrivees  au  Peru 
traduite  del  Efpanol  de  TYnca  Garcilaflb  de  la  Vega.     Par  J. 
I^urdoin.     2  Vols.  Quarto.     Paris. 

The  Holinefs  of  Church  Members.    By  J.  Cotton.  Quarto.  Lond. 

An 
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Ah  A61  prohibiting  Trade  with  the  Barbada's,  Virginia,  Bermuda, 
and  Antego.     Folio  half  iheet.     L,  S.  P.  G. 

Monk's  Voyage  to  Hudfon's  Streights,     Publifhed  in  Churchill's 
Colle6lion  of  Voyages. 

1651. 
Briefe  Difcourfe  touching  New  England  and  Rhode  Ifland  in  par- 
cular.  Publifhed  in  the  Narrative  of  New  England's  Perfecution. 

Further  Difcovery  of  the  State  of  the  Indians  in  New  England. 
By  Henry  Whitfielde.     Quarto.    London. 

Colle6lion  of  moft  remarkable  PafTages  from  the  Original  to  the 
Diflblution  of  Virginia,  &c.     Quarto.     London. 

Defer iption  of  the  New  World,  Iflands,  and  Continent.     By  G. 
Gardyner, 

•       1652. 
Georgii  Hornii  de  Originibus  Americanus.     lamo.     Hague. 

Narrative  of  New  England's  Perfecution.  By  John  Clarke,  Quarto. 
London. 

The  Civil  Magiftrate's  Power,  in  Matters  of  Religion,  modefHy  de- 
bated.    By  Thomas  Cobbelt.    Quarto.    London, 

Further  Narrative  of  the  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  In- 
dians. By  Elliot  and  Mayhew.  Quarto.  London.^ — N.  B.  A 
publication  on  this  fubje6t  follows  almoft  every  year. 

Joannis 
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Joannis  de  Solorzano  Difputatio  de  Indlarum  Jure  ;  Sive  de  jufla 
Indiarum  Occidentalum  Inqiiifitione,  Acquifitione,  et  Reten- 
tione,  Tribus  Libras  Compreheiifa.    3  Vol.     Matreti, 

The  Hiftory  of  New  England  from  1628  to  1652,   Quarto.  Lond. 

Daigremont,  Voyage  des  Francois  fait  an  Cap  de  Nord  en  Ame- 
riqiie.     i2mo.     Paris. 

Gornera  (Fr.  Lopez  De)  La  Hiftoria  General  de  las  Indias.  i2mo. 
Anv. 

America,  or  an  Exa6l  Defcription  of  the  Wefl  Indies,  by  N.  N. 
ismo.    LfOndon. 

Brief  Defcription  of  Jamaica.     Quarto.    London. 

Strange  Proceedings  in  Maryland.    Quarto.     London. 

Gil  Gonzalez  Davila  Theatro  Ecclefiaftico  de  la  primitiva  Iglefia 
de  las  Indias  Occidentales.  Folio.  Madrid.  1^55,  &  i%9. 
2  Vols. 

16^6. 
Leah  and  Rachel,  or  the  Condition  of  the  Two  Fruitful  Sifters, 
Virginia,  and  Maryland,  by  J.  Hammond.     Quarto.     London. 

Relacion  des  Miflions  des  P.  P.  de  la  Compagnie  de  Jefus  dans  les 
Ifles  et  dans  le  Terre  Firme  de  r  Amerique,     i2mo.    Paris. 

^%7' 
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HiHory  of  Barbadoes,  by  Rd.  Ligoii.     Folio.     London. 

Life  and  Death  of  John  Cotton.     Quarto.  Bollon. 

Ribedeneyra  (D.  Diego  Portichuto,  de)  Relacion  del  biage  defde 
que  falio  de  Lima  hafta  que  Ilego  a  Efpana.  Quarto.   Madrid. 

1658. 
The  Firft  Book  of  the  Decade,  containing  the  Hiftory  of  Travayle 
,   into  Virginia  Britania,  expreffing  together  with  the  Conditions 
and  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  Cofmography  and  Com- 
modities of  the  Country,  obtained  by  William  Strachey,  Gent, 
three  Years  there  employed  as  Secretary,  under  the  State  and 
/  Council  with  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Le  Ware,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Governor  for  the  Colony.     MSS.     No.  8071,  Afhmo- 
lean  Library.     Oxford. 

Gorge's  (L.)  America  painted  to  the  Life.    06lavo.    London. 

1660. 
The  Jews  in  America,  &c.  &c.  by  Elliot.     Quarto.     London. 

The  Heart  of  New  England  rent,  at  the  Blafphemies  of  the  pre- 
fent  Generation — a  Treatife  concerning  the  Do6lrine  of  the 
Quakers,  by  J.  Norton,     06tavo.    London. 

Examination  of  the  Caufes  for  banifliing  the  Quakers,  by  Ifaac 
Pennington.     Quarto.     London. 

1661. 
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i66i, 
Pao-an's  Account  of  the  River  Amazon,     lamo.    London. 

Jamaica  viewed  by  E.  Hickeringill.    06tavo.    London. 

Kew  England  judged  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  By  George 
Bifhop.    Quarto.    London. 

1662. 
Firfl  Charter  granted  to  the  Proprietors  of  Carolina.    L.  S.  P.  G. 

Virginia's  Cure,  or  Advifive  Narrative  concerning  Virginia.  By 
R.  G.    Quarto.    London. 

Avendeegno  (Didae)  Thefaurus  Indicus  aut  Generalis  Inftrudlor 
pro  Regimine  Confciencias  in  iis  quae  ad  Indias  fpectant,  Folio, 
2  Vols.    Antw.  ' 

A  Difcourfe  and  View  of  Virginia.    Quarto.     London. 

Aflronomia  Carolina.    Quarto.    London. 

1664,. 
Relation  of  the  Difcovery  of  Florida,  &c.     Quarto.     London. 

De  Rochefort  Hift.  des  Ifles  de  TAmerique  avec  un  Vocabulaire 
Caraibe.     06tavo.    Rotterdam. 

Peralta  Calderon  (De  Matthias  de)  el  Apoilol.  de  las  Indias  y 
Nueves  <Gentes  fan  Francifco  Xavier  de  la  Compagnia  de  Jefus 
Epitome  de  fus  Apoftolicos  hechos.    Quarto.    Pamp. 

O  The 
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The  Life  of  Don  John  de  Caftro,  the  fourth  Vice-Roy  of  India, 
by  Jacinto  Freire  de  Andrada,  and  tranflated  into  Englifh  by 
Sir  Peter  Wyche.    Folio.     i66^. 

Francifci  Creuxii  Hiftoriae  Canadenfis,  Seu  Novae  Franciae  Libri  X» 
ab  anno  1625,  ^^  annum  16^6.     Quarto.     Paris.     1664. 

1666. 
Briefe  Defcription  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  on  the  Coalls  of 
Florida,  and  of  a  Nev^  Plantation  begun  by  the  Englilh  at 
Cape  Feare.    Quarto.    London. 

Alfop's  Chara6ler  of  Maryland,     ismo.    London. 

Hiftory  of  the  Caribbi  Iflands,  with  a  Caribbean  Vocabulary.  By 
J.  Davies.     Folio.     London. 

Briefe  Defcription  of  Carolina.     Quarta     London, 

De  la  Barre  Defcription  de  la  France  Equino6liale.  Quarto. 
Paris. 

The  Indian  Grammar,  by  John  Elliot.    Quarto.     London. 

1667. 
Du  Tertre,  Hill.  Generaledes  Antilles  habitees,  par  les  Francois. 
Fig.     4  Tom.     Quarto.    Paris. 

Strange  Newes  from  Virginia,  with  a  Relation  of  a  dreadful 
Tempeft  there.    Quarto.     London,  - 

Sir 
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Sir  W.  Raleigh's  Eflkys,  with  an  Apology  for  his  Voyage  to 
Guiana.    06lavo.    London. 

1668. 
Philofophical  Tranfa6lions— containing  many  Things  that  have 
Relation  to  America. 

The  Ifle  of  Pines,  or  a  Dicfovery  of  a  fourth  Ifland  in  Terra 
Auftralis  Incognita. 

i66g. 
Fundamental  Conftitutions  of  Carolina.     Quarto.    London. 

1670. 
Opus  Epiftolarum  Petri  Martyri  Augl.  &c.    Folio.    Amfterdam 

A  Treaty  for  eflablifliing  Peace  in  America,  betwe^  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain.     Quarto.    London. 

Relation  de  ce  qui  Tefl:  pafTe  dans  les  Ides  de  F Amerique  pen- 
dant la  dernier  Guerre  avec  TAngleterre.  Aufi  un  Journal  du 
dernier  Voyage  du  S.  De  la  Barre  en  la  Terre  Firme,  &c. 
2  Tom.     lanio.    Paris. 

1671. 
Narrative  of  the  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians.  Quarto, 
London. 

An  accurate  Defcription  of  the  New  World.  By  George  Ogilbye. 
Folio.    London. 

O  2  Montana 
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Montanu  Defcrlpt.  d'  TAmerlque,  avec  plus  belles  Planches  Vues, 
Portraits,  &c.    Price  2I.  2s,     Amftd, 

Rofende  (P.  Ant.  Gonz.  de)  Vida  del  Juan  de  Palafox  Arzobifpo,  de 
Mexico.    Folio.    Mad. 

1^72. 

New  England's  Rarities,  relating  to  Birds,  BeaRs,  Fifli,  Serpents^ 
&c.  with  great  Variety  of  other  Matters.  By  John  JolTelyn* 
06tavo.     London. 

The  American  Phyfician.     By  W.  Hughes.     06lavo.    London^ 

The  Difcoveries  of  John  Lederer,  from  Virginia  to  Carolina, 
Tranflated  from  the  Latin  by  Sir  Wlliam  Talbot.  Odiavo, 
London. 

Deny's  Defcription  de  'Amerique  Septentrionale.  Fig.  2  Tom;, 
ismo.    Paris. 

Solorzano  de  Indiarum  Jure  five  de  jufta  Indiarum  Occidenta- 
lium  Gubernatione.     Folio.     2  Vols.    Lugd. 

Veitia  Linage  Norte  de  la  Contratacion  de  las  Indias  Occidentales, 
Folio.     Sevill. 

1673. 
Blome's  (Hick.)  Defcription  of  Jamaica,  and  other  Parts  of  Ame- 
rica.    i2mo.    London. 

The  Travels  of  Father  Dominick  Fernandez  Navarette,  in  New 

Spain 
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Spain    and  Mexico.     Publifhed  in  Churchill's  Colle6lion  of 
Voyages. 

O.  Dapper  Defcrizione  dell'  America.     Folio.     Amft.     1^73. 

1674. 
Account  of  Two  Voyages  to  New  England,  with  Chronological 
Fables.     By  John  Joflelyne.     Odtavo.     London. 

Chronological  Obfervations  of  America,  to  the  Year  1673.     i2mo. 
Jft    London. 

Siden's  Hiftory  of  Sevarites,  or  Sevarambi,  a  Nation  inhabiting 
Part  of  the  third  Continent,  commonly  called  Terra  Auftralis 
Incognita.    06tavo. 

The  Firft  Principles  of  New  England  concerning  Baptifm  and  Com- 
munion of  Churches.    By  Increafe  Mather.    Quarto.    London. 

Prefent  State  of  New  England,  faithfully  compofed  by  a  Merchant 
of  Bofton.    Folio.    London. 

Nova  Lufitania  Hiftoria  da  Guerra  Bralilica,  efcrita  por  Francifco 
de  Brito  Freyre.    Folio.     Lilboa. 

Alcafarado  (Franc.)    Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Difcovery  of  Ma^ 
deira.    Quarto,    London. 

1676. 
Briefe  Hillory  of  the  War  of  the  Indians  with  New  England,  from 

June 
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June  1O75  to  Augufl  i6y6.     By  Increafe  Mather.    Quarto. 
London. 

News  from  New  England.    Quarto.     London. 

Great  Newes  from  Barbadoes,  or  a  Hiftory  of  the  Confpiracy  of  the 
Negroes,  &c.     Quarto.     London. 

Hubbard's  Prefent  State  of  New  England.    Quarto.    London. 

1677. 
The  War  in  New  England  ended.  By  Caleb  Moore.  Folio.  London. 

Death  of  Nathaniel  Bacon,  Governor  of  Virginia.  Quarto.  London. 

1678. 
Gage's  Survey  of  the  Weft  Indies.     0(5lavo.    London. 

1679. 
Ordonanzaz  del  Confejo  real  delas  Lidias.     Folio.    Mad. 

1680. 
Martnez  t)e  La  Puente  (D.  Jos.)  Compendio  de  las  Hiftorlas  de  los 
Defcubrimientos  Conquiftas,  y  Guerras  de  la  India  Oriental,  y 
fus  Iflas  defde  los  Tiempos  del  Infante  Don  Enrique  de  Portugal 
fu  Inventor.    Quarto.    Mad. 

New  Teftament  tranflated  into  the  Indian  Tongue.    By  John  El- 
liot.   Quarto.    London. 

The  Old  Teftament  tranflated  into  the  Indian  Tongue  by  the  fame 
hand,  in  1685, 

The 
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The  Indian  Advocate.    By  Morgan  Godwin.    O6lavo.    London. 

Colomb.  (F.)    La  Vie  de  Chr.  Colomb.    2  Tom.  i2mo.    Paris. 

Melendez  (Fr.  Juan).  Teforos  Verdaderos  de  las  Indias,  Hifloria 
de  la  Provincia  de  S.  Juan  Baptifta  del  Peru  del  orden  de  Predi- 
catores.     Fol.     3  Vols.     Rome. 

Account  of  Pennfylvania  lately  granted  to^William  Penn.  Fol. 
London. 

Hifloire  Naturale  des  Ifles  de  I'Amerique.     Quarto.    Rotterdam. 

Recopilacion  de  Leyes  de  los  Reynos  de  las  Indias.  4  Tom.  Fol. 
Madrid. 

16S2. 
Account  of  Carolina.     By  T.  A.     Quarto.     London. 

A  Briefe  Account  of  Eaft  Jerfey.     Quarto.     London. 

Propofals  for  building  a  Town  on  Ambo  Point.  Quarto.  London. 

Order  in  Council  to  punifh  fuch  as  feize  and  illegally  furprize  or 
carry  away  his  Majefty's  Subje6ts  to  America.  London  Gazette. 
L.  S.  P.  G. 

The  Philofophical  Tranfa6lions  of  this  Year  contain  many  Things 
that  have  Relation  to  America. 

Defer iption  of  New  England  in  general,  and  of  Boflon  in  parti- 
cular.   06taY0.    London, 

The 
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The  Captivity  and  Relloration  of  Mary  Rowlandfon  from  the 
Indians.     Quarto.     London. 

Aciigna  (P.  Chrillopher).  Relation  de  la  Riviere  des  Ammazones. 
12  mo.     2  Tom.     Paris. 

Vellalobos  (D.  Juan  De)  Manifiello  fobre  la  Introduccion  de  Ef- 
clavos  Negros  en  las  Indias  Occidentales.     Quarto.     Seville. 

1683. 

Order  of  Council  for  ifluing  a  Quo  Warranto  againft  the  Charter 

of  Maflachufetts  Bay.     Fol.  one  Sheet.     London.     L.  S.  P.  G. 

Relation  of  a  Storm  at  Sea,  &c.  &c,  in  a  Voyage  from  New  Eng- 
land in  the  Ship  called  the  Adventure,  wherein  Edward  Ran- 
dolph returned,  who  was  fent  to  New  England  with  the  faid 
Quo  Warrants,  &c.  Publifhed  in  the  State  of  the  Illands  in  the 
Archipelago.     By  B.  Randolph, 

Prefent  Profpecl  of  Tobago.  By  Captain  John  Poyntz.  Quarto. 
London. 

Letters  from  William  Penn,  Governor  of  Pennfylvania,  to  the  So- 
ciety of  Traders  in  London,  with  an  Account  of  Philadelphia, 
and  a  Plan  of  that  City.    Fol.  London. 

The  Laws  of  Jamaica.    Odavo.    London. 

The  Voyage  of  Captain  Cowley  from  England  to  America.  Printed 
in  the  Colle6\ion  of  Original  Voyages  by  Capt.  Hacke.  06lavo. 
1665, 

1684. 
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.  1684. 
Sharp's  Voyages  and  Adventures  to  the  South  Sea ;  alfo  Captain 
,     Vanhorn,  with  his  Buccaneers,  furprifingla  Vera  Cruz.  06lavo. 

An  Eflay  for  recording  Illuflrious  Providences,  wherein  an  Ac- 
count is  given  of  many  memorable  Events  which  happened  in 
New  England.     By  Increafe  Mather.     06lavo,    London. 

The  Planter's  Speech  to  his  Neighbours  and  Countrymen  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey,  &c.     i2mo,     London. 

The  Buccaneers  of  America.     Quarto.    London. 

Solis's  (De  Ant.  D.)  Hifloria  de  la  Conquifta  de  Mexico.  Fol. 
Madrid. 

Rodriguez  (P.  Man.)  El.  Maragno  y  Amazonas,  Hiftoria  de  los 
defcrubrimientos  Entradas  y  Reducion  de  Naciones.  Folio » 
Madrid. 

1685. 
Bellefteros  (De  Thos.  De)  Ordinanzas  del  Peru.    Folio,     2  Vols. 
Lima. 

Lopez  (De  Juan  Luis)  Difcurfo  Hiilorico  Politico  en  Defenfo  de  la 
Jurifdicion  Reel.    Folio.     Madrid. 

16S6. 
Relation  of  the  Conqueft  of  Floridsi  by  the  Spaniards,     lamo. 
London. 

P  Treaty 
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Treaty  of  Peace  and  Neuterality  between  James  the  Second,  King 
of  England,  and  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  King  of  France. 
Quarto.     L.  S.  P.  G. 

16S7. 
Prefent  State  of  his  Majefly's  Territories  in  America,  with  Ma£s. 
06lavo.     London. 

Voyj^es  d  im  Francois,  Exile  pour  la  Religion,  avee  une  Defcrip- 
tione  de  la  Virgine  et  Mary  Ian,  dans  TAmerique.  A  la  Haye, 
Imprime  pour  TAutheur.     06lavo. 

Propofitions  pour  la  Virgine  a  Londres  de  la  Part  des  Proprietaires, 
par  Nic.  Hayward.    L.  S.  P.  G. 

Narrative  of  the  Miferies  of  New  England,  by  reafon  of  an  Arbi- 
trary Government.    Quarto.    London. 

New  England  vindicated  from  unjuft  Afperfions,  &c.  &c.  O^avo. 
London. 

1688. 
De  Succeflu  Evangelii  apud  Indos.    Odlavo.    London. 

The  Royal  Commentaries  of  Peru,  in  two  Parts.  Tranflated  from 
the  Spanilh  of  the  Inca  Garcilefio  de  la  Vega.  By  Sir  Paul  Ry» 
cault.    Quarto.    London. 

1689. 
Briefe  Relation  of  the  State  of  New  England,  from  its  Foundation 

to  1689.    Quarto.    London. 

Account 
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Account  of  the  late  RevolutiQn  in  New  England.  By  R.  By  field. 
Quarto.     London. 

Clemente  (P.  Claudio)  Tablas  Cronologicas  en  qui  Contienen  los 
Sucefos  Ecclefiallicos  y  Seculares  de  Indias.     Quarto.    Vat. 

Echave  y  aiTu  (De  Francifco  de)  La  Eftrella  de  Lima  convertida 
en  Sol  fobre  fus  tres  Coronas.     Folio.     Amb. 

i6go, 
Miguel  (Vic.  Jof.)  Tablas  de  los  Sucefos  Ecclefiafticos  en  Africa, 
Indias  Orientales  y  Occidentales.     Quarto.     Vat,  '    -;  ^ 

Seyxas  y  Lovero  Defcripcion  Geographica  y  Derrotero  de  la  Re- 
gion, Auilral.  Magellicana.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

1691. 
I^etter  from  Lalionton,  from  Canada,  5cc.  Sec.    Publifhed  in  La* 
hontan's  New  Voyages.    061:avo.     1703. 

Addrefs  of  the  Gentry  and  Merchants  of  Bofton,  &c.  with  a 
Letter,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Unfortunate  Expedition  to 
Quebec  in  Canada.     Quarto.     London. 

Addrefs  of  the  Publicans  in  New  England  to  the  King>  with  Re- 
marks.    Quarto.     London. 

Philofophical  Tranfa6lions.     Quarto,     London. 

Hiftoire  de  la  Conquefte  du  Mexique  ou  de  la  Nouvelle  Efpagne, 
par  Fern  and.  Cortez,  et  des  chofes  Memorables  qui  Ty  font 

P  Q  pafles 
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pafies  deplus  Tan.  1518,  jufqii'  en  1621,  traduite  de  I'EfpagnoI 
de  'Antoine  de  Solis,  (par  M,  Citri  de  la  Guette,)  avec  Figures 
en  taille-douce.     Quarto.     Paris. 

Zevallos  ( De  Pedro  Ordognez  de)  Hiiloria  y  Viage  del  Mimdo^ 
Quarto.     Madrid. 

Account  of  the  Divifions  among  the  Quakers  in  Pennfylvania* 
Quarto.     London. 

Account  of  Witches  and  Witchcraft  in  New  England,  &c.  with 
Trials  and  Proceedings  thereon.  Quarto.  London.  Printed  at 
large  in  Califf's  more  Wonders  of  the  Invifible  World.  Quarto^ 
London.     1700. 

Plumeer  (Chas.)  Defer ipt ion  des  Plantes  de  TAmerique.  Folio* 
Paris. 

Wonders  of  the  Invifible  World.  By  Cotton  Mather.  Bofton; 
Quarto.     And  London. 

Further  Account  of  New  England  Witches.  By  Increafe  Mather. 
Quarto.     London. 

Account  of  the  Earthquake  in  Jamaica.     Quarto.     London. 

Philofophical  Tranfadlions.    Quarto.    London. 

Clayton's  Account  of  Virginia.    Quarto.    London. 

Journals. 
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Journals  of  the  A6lions  of  the  French  at  Canada.  Quarto.  London, 
— N.  B.  In  this  Year  were  publifhed  many  Volumes  for  and 
againft  the  Quakers. 

.Trials  of  feveral  Quakers  for  Mifdemeanors,  and  before  a  Body  of 
Quakers.     Quarto.    London. 

Sadeur's  new  Difcovery  of  Terra  Incognita  Auftralis  ;  or  the  Sou- 
thern World.     06lavo. 

Cafus  (Bart,  de  las).  Account  of  the  Firft  Voyage  and  Difcoveries 
of  the  Spaniards  in  America.     06lavo.    London. 

Letters  refpe6ling  V^itchcraft  in  New  England.  Printed  at  large 
in  Califf's  More  Wonders  of  the  Invifible  World.  Quarto. 
London. 

Life  and  Death  of  John  Elliot,  the  Firfl  Gofpel  Preacher  among 
the  Indians.     06lavo.     London. 

Gofpel  Succefs  among  the  Indians  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  061:avo, 
London. 

Gage  (Th.)  Voyages  de.     Fig.     2  Tom.     i2mo.     Amftd. 

Declaration  of  the  Elders  of  the  Churches,  met  at  Salem,  to  con- 
fider  of  Meafures  for  quieting  the  Differences  there  happened, 
&c.    Printed  at  large  in  CalifF's  Wonders,  &c. 

Frefent 
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Prefent  Profpe6l  of  Tobago.    By  Captain  John  Poyntz.     Second 
Edition.     Quarto.     London. 

i6g6. 
Catalogus  Plantar um  in  Infula  Jamaica.    Au6lore  Hans  Sloane. 
Octavo.     London. 

Id.  in  Infulis— Madeira,  Barbadoes,  Nevis,  and  St.  Chriftopher's, 
06lavo.     London. 

De  Poyntz's  Expedition  to  Carthagena.    06lavo.    London. 

Burton's  Englifli  Empire  in  America.    06lavo.    London. 

1697. 
Voyage  from  Spain  to  Paraguay.     By  Anthony  Seppe  and  Behme. 
German  Jefuits.     Tranflated  from  the  High  Dutch  Originals. 
Printed  at  Nurenburg,  1697.     Publiflied  in  ChurchilFs  CoUec - 
tion  of  Voyages. 

The  Life  of  Sir  WiUiam  Phipps,  Governor  of  Maflachufetts.     By 
R.  Mather.     Quarto.     London. 

Terribilia  Dei.     By  Cotton  Mather.    O(5lavo.     Boilon. 

Biflelii  (Jo.)  Argonauticon  Americanos  Ged.     i2mo.     Rotterd. 

Froyer's  Voyage  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan.    Cuts.    Octavo. 
London. 

D'Acugna's 
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D'Acugna's  Voyage^  and  Difcoveries  in  America.  06lavo.  London. 

Thomas's  Account  of  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey.  ismo.  Lond. 

Hennepin  (Louis)  Difcovery  of  a  large  Country  in  America.  Cuts. 
2  Vols.  06lavo,     London. 

Acarete  de  Bifcay.  Relation  des  Voyages  dans  la  Riviere  de  la 
Plata  &  de  la  par  Terre  au  Perou.  Extat.  Recuil  de  Thuevenot. 

A  Voyage  up  the  River  de  la  Plata,  and  thence  by  Land  to  Peru. 
06lavo.    London. 

Grillet's  and  Bechamers  Travels  into  Guiana,  in  the  Year  1^74. 
06lavo. 

Acugna's  Relation  of  the  great  River  of  the  Amazons,  in  South 
America.     06lavo.     London. 

Faria  y  Soufa  (Manuel  De).  Hiftory  of  Portugal,  from  the  firft 
Ages  to  the  Revolution  under  John  the  Fourth  06lavo.  Lond. 

i6gg, 
De  Gennes,  Voyage  au  Detroit  de  Magellan,  par  Froyer.     Fig. 
ismo.     Amft. 

Wafer's  Voyage  to  the  lilhmus  of  Darien.  Cuts.  Odlavo.  Lond. 

A  Relation  of  a  Voyage  in  the  year  1^55,  &c.  on  the  Coafts  of 
Africa,  Streights  of  Magellan,  Brazil,  Cayenne,  and  the  An- 
tille  ;  under  M.  D.  Gennes.  By  the  Sieur  Froyer.  With  Cuts. 
06tavo.    London, 

The 
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Tlte  Hiftory  of  the  Buccaneers  of  America,  from  their  firfl  Ori- 
ginal to  this  Time.  Vv^ritten  in  feveral  Languages,  and  now 
tranflated  and  colle6led.     06lavo.     London. 

.Vargus  Machuca  (D.  Bern.  De).     Milicia  y  Defer ipcion  de  las 
Indias.     Quarto.     Mad. 

Charter  granted  to  Maflachufetts  Bay.     Folio.     Bollon. 

A6ls  and  Laws  of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts.     Folio.     Bofton. 

A  New  Survey  of  the  Weft  Indies.  By  Thomas  Gage,  Octavo, 
London. 

Trumpet  founded  out  of  the  Wildernefs  of  America  as  a  Warning 
to  the  People  to  beware  of  Quaker ifm.     06tavo.     London. 

1700. 
More  Wonders  of  the  Invifible  World.  By  Robert  Califf.    06tavo. 
London, 

Ceitea  Lenage  (Jof.)  The  Spanifli  Rule  of  Trade  to  the  Weft 
Indies,    06lavo.     London. 

A6ls  of  Vifitation  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland.     Fol.    London. 

State  of  Religion  in  North  America.  By  Thomas  Bray.  Folio. 
London. 

Journal  of  a  Thoufand  Miles  Travels  among  the  Indians,  from 
South  to  North  Carolina,  with  a  Defcription  of  North  Carolina. 
By  John  Lawfon.    Quarto.    London. 

Dickenfon''s 
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pickenron*s  Relation  of  the  Remarkable  Deliverance  of  Robert 
Barrow,  with  divers  other  Perfons,  from  the  devouring  Waves 
of  the  Sea,  amongft  which  they  fuffered  Shipwreck  ;  and  alfo 
from  cruel  devouring  Jaws  of  the  inhuman  Cannibals  of  Flo- 
rida.   06tavo. 

1701. 
Plantation  Juftice ;  fhewing  the  Conftitution  of  their  Courts,  &c. 
&C.     Quarto.    London. 

A  Two  Years  Journal  in  New  York.    By  C.  W.  lamo.  London. 

Denton's  Defcription  of  New  York.    Quarto.    London* 

1702. 
Cotton  Mather^s  Hillory  of  New  England.    Quarto,  10s,    Lond* 

Patent  Grant  by  King  William  for  incorporating  a  Society  for  Pro- 
pagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts*  FoHo.  London. 
L.  S.  P.  G.  . 

Ab{lra6l  of  the  Charter  granted  to  the  above  Society.    Id. 

Mognalia  Chrifli  Americana,  or  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  New 
England.     By  Cotton  Mather.     Folio.     London. 

Vox  Populi,  or  Witnefles  againft  the  Quakers.  By  Francis 
Bugg.    06lavo.    London. 

Trial  of  Nicholas  Bayard,  in  New  York,  for  iTIgh  Treafort.  Folio. 
New  York.  a^l^x" 

Q  ^^'  Eicpeditioa 
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Expedition  of  feme  Engliihmen  to  the  Gold  Mines  of  Spanifb 
America.  By  Nath.  Davis.  Printed  at  the  End  of  Wafer's 
Defcription  of  the  Illhmus  of  America.     06favo,     1704. 

The  S^iccelTes  of  the  Englifh  in  America,  by  the  March  of  Co- 
lonel Moore,  Governor  of  Carolina,  and  his  taking  St.  Auguf- 
itine,  &c.  &c.  Publiihed  in  the  Account  of  the  South  Sea 
Trade.     1711. 

1703. 
La  Hontan's  Voyages  to  North  America.   Cuts.    2  Vols.   06lavd. 
London. 

Arguello  (Eraan)  Sentum  Confefiioni.     i2mo.     Mex. 

News  from  Pennfylvania,  with  a  Narrative  refpe6ling  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Quakers,  with  fome  Blafphemous  Extra6ls  from 
noted  Quakers'  Books.     By  the  Author  of  the  Pilgrim's  Pro^ 

'   grefs.     O^avo.    London. 

1704- 
Hennepen's  (Louis)  et  de  la  Borde  Voyages,  &c.     Fig.     i2mo. 
Leide. 

Wafer's  Defcription  of  the  Ifthmus  of  America.  Second  Edition. 
With  a  Natural  Hiftory  of  thofe  Parts,  and  Davis's  Expedition 
to  the  Gold  Mines.     06lavo.    London. 

Nueva  Edicion,  enriquezida  eon  diverfas  Ellampas,  y  aumentada 
Con  la  Vida  del  Autor,  que  efcrivio  Don  Juan  de  Goyeneche. 
Folio.    Bruflelas.      ^ 

Lillingftons 
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Lilling{lon*s  Refle6lIons  on  Burchet's  Memoirs,  or  Remarks  on  his 
Account  of  Capt.  Wilmot's  Expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies.     8vo; 

1705. 
Cafe  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Marfton,  Minifter  of  the  Church  of 
Charleftown,  South  Carolina.     Quarto.     London. 

Hiftory  of  Virginia,  by  a  Native  of  the  Place*    06lavo.     London. 

Beverley's  Hiftory  of  Virginia.     06lavo.     London. 

Letter  on  the  prefent  State  of  Cliriftianity  among  the  Indians. 
06lavo.     Bofton. 

De  Laflan,  Voyage  fait  a  la  Mer  de  fud  avec  les  Flibuftiers  de 
TAmerique.    ismo. 

Nouveaux  Voyages  du  Baron  de  la  Hontan  dans  I'Amerique 
Septentrionales  depius  Tan.  1683,  jufqu'en  i%3,  avec  les  fuites 
avec   Figures.     2  Vols.     i2mo.     Amfterdam. 

Colleclion  Generale  de  Voyages  aux  Indes  Occidentales  et  a  rAme--. 
rique  avec  les  plus  IZelles.     Fig.     8  Tom.    5I.  5s.     Leyd. 

Proceedings  of  the  Proprietors  of  South  Carolina.  Folio.  London. 

Journal  of  Travels  from  New  Hampfliire  to  Cumtuck,  by  George 
Keith.     Quarto.     London. 

Colle6lion  of  Papers^  printed  by  Order  of  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts.    Quarto*    London. 

Q  2  ChriOian 
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1707. 

Chriftian  Communications  put  into  the  Tongue  af  the  Iroquois 
Indians.    06tavo.     Bofton. 

Defcription  of  Carolina.    By  John  Archdale.    Quarto.    London. 

State  of  the  Church  in  Pennfylvania.  By  Evan  Evans.  MSS. 
L.  S.P.G. 

1708. 

Difcovery  of  the  Molucca  and  Phillipine  Iflands,  with  their  Hif- 

tory.     Tranflated  from  the  Spanifli  of  Bart.  Leonard,  de  Agen- 

fola.     Ouarto.    London. 
.-^ 

Deplorable  State  of  New  England,  &c.    Quarto.    London. 

The  Sot  Weed  Fa6lor,  or  a  Voyage  to  Maryland.  A  Satire. 
Quarto.     London. 

The  Britifli  Empire  in  America.  By  Herman  Mole.  2  Vols. 
06lavo.    London. 

Narrative  of  the  Imprifonment  of  fome  Non-conforming  Minifters, 
and  their  Trial  at  New  York.  Odtavo.  Bofton.  Reprinted 
in  London. 

The  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  containing  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Colonies  and  Iflands,  with  Maps.  By  J.  Oldmixon.  3  Vols. 
O(5lavo.     London, 

Higginfon's  deplorable  State  of  New  England.    0<5lavo. 

J709. 
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1709. 

De  Cieza's  (Pet.)  Seventeen  Years  Travels  in  Peru,  Qtiarto. 
London. 

Dampier's  Voyage  to  New  Holland,  in  the  Year  1699.  With 
tuts.    06lavo. 

1710. 
Dierville  Voyage  du  Port  Royale  de  TAcadie.     ismo.    Amfl. 

Account  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  Charges  of  fettling  a  Planta- 
tion, &c.  By  a  Swifs  Gentleman,  to  his  Friends  at  Bern.  Oc- 
tavo.   London. 

Speech  made  to  her  Majefty  by  four  Indian  Princes  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  America  between  New  England  and  Canada,  at  a  pub- 
lic Audience.    06tavo.    London.    L,  S.  P.  G. 

The  Hiflory  and  Progrefs  of  the  four  Indian  Kings  to  England. 
Id. 

1711. 
Carolina  Calendars  from  1712  to  1716.    By  Thomas  Norris.     Oc- 
tavo.   London.    L.  S.  P.  G. 

Account  of  the  Creek  Indians,  by  Dr.  Fran.  Le  Jau.  MSS.  Foho. 
L,  S.  P.  G. 

3ir  J.  Narborough's  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea  ;  Captain  Tafman's 
Difcoveries  on  the  Coaft  of  the  South  Terra  Incognita  ;  Captain 
Wood's  Attempt  to  difcover  a  North  Eaft  Paflage  to  China  ; 

and 
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and  Martitt's    Obfervations  made    in  Greenland,    and  other 
Northern  Countries  ;  the  whole  illuftrated  with  Charts  and  cu 
rious  Figures.    0(5lavo. 

Journal  of  General  Nicholfon's  Expedition  to  Nova  Scotia,  to  re- 
duce Port  Royal.     Quarto.    London. 


1712. 
Cooke's  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea  and  round  the  World ;  performed 
in  the  Years  1708,  1709,  1710,  and  1711,  with  Cuts,  Maps,  &c.. 
bound  in  red  Morocco,  Gilt  on  the  Leaves  and  Sides.    06tavo. 

The  late  Expedition  to  Canada,    06lavo.    London. 

1713. 
White  Kennett's  American  Library.    Quarto.    London. 

Oexmelin  Hift.  des  Adventiiriers.    Fig.     2  Tom.  ismo.    Paris. 

1714. 
La wfon's  Hillory  of  Carolina.     Quarto.     London.     2d  Edition.. 

De  la  Salle's  Voyage  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico.     06lavo.     Lond» 

Frefier's  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea,  and  along  the  Coaft  of  Chili 
and  Peru,  in  the  Years  1712, 1713,  and  1714.     Quarto.    1717. 

Forfrei  HiQoria  Venlandise  Antiquae  S.  Partis  America  Septentri- 
onalis.    Odlavo,    HafFnise. 

1716. 
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171^. 
Voyage  to  Buenos  Ayres.    By  R,  M.    isma.    London. 

Gaftilu  (Anton.  Velafquez).  Ars  de  Lingua  Mexicana.  Quarto. 
Madrid,  • 

Hift.  de  la  Decouverte  &  de  laConquete  du  Perou  en  1525  traduite 
de  I'Efpagnol  d'Auguftin  Zarate.  Par  S,  D.  C.  Fig.  2  Tom. 
ismo,    Paris. 

1717, 
Montgomery.    Of  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  New  Colony  to  the 
South  of  California.     0(5tavo. 

A  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea,  and  along  the  Coafts  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  in  the  Years  1712,  1713,  1714.  By  Monf.  Frezier.  II- 
hiftrated  with  37  Plates,  with  a  Poftfcript  by  Dr.  Edmund  Hal- 
ley,  and  an  Account  of  the  Settlements,  &c.  of  the  Jefuits  in 
Paraguay.     Quarto.    London. 

Cordeyro  /Vntonio  Hiftoria  Infulana  das  ilhas  a  Portugas  Sugeytas 
no  Oceaiio,  Occidental.     Fol.     Lilbon.  ; 

1719. 
De  la  Salle's  Voyage  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  06lavo.  London. 

1720. 
Durrett.    Voyage  de  Marfeille  a  Lima.    Fig.     i2mo.    Paris. 

1721. 
Coreal.    Voyages  aux  Indes  Occidentales.    2Tom.  ismo.    Amft. 

1722. 
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1722; 
Beverley's  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  with  Gribelcn's  Cuts.      06lavo, 
London. 

De  la  Potherie  de  rAmerique  Septentrionale.  Fig.  4  Tom. 
12  mo.     Paris. 

'Nouveau  Voyage  aiix  Ifles  de  TAmerique  Contenant  THiftoire  Na- 
turelle  de  ces  pays,  &c.  avec  des  Cartes.  Plans  et  Figures  par  le 
P— — -  Labat.     6  Vols.     06tavo.     Paris. 

Hiftoire  de  TAmerique  Septentrionale,  Par  M.  de  la  Potherie. 
4  Tom.  ayec  Fig.     06tavo. 

Voyages  de  Francois  Coreal  aux  Indes  Occidentales,  Contenant 
ce  qu'il  y  a  eu  de  plus  remarquable  pendant  Son  Sejour,  de- 
puis  1666  jufqu'en  i%7,  avec  Fig.     0(5lavo.     Amft. 

1723. 
Garcilaflb  de  la  Vega,  Hiftorica  de  la  Florida.    Folio.    Madrid. 

Gab.  de  Cardenas  Hift.  de  Florida.    Fol.     Mad. 

Oviedo  y  Bagnos  (D.  Jof.)  Hiftoria  de  la  Conquifta  y  Publicacion 
ce  Venuezela.     Folio.    Mad. 

Torquemada  (Juan  De).  Monarquia  Indiana.  Folio.  3  Vols, 
Mad. 

Ceremonies  et  Coutumes  Rellgieufes  de  tous  les  Peuples  du  Monde, 
reprefentees  par  des  Figures  deflignees  de  la  Main  de  Bernard 

Picard, 
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Picard,  avec  une  Explication  Hiftorique,  et  quelques  Diflerta- 
tions  curieufes.  4  Tom.  grande  Papier,  relie  en  Maroquin 
rouge,  &  doree  fur  la  Cote  &  Franche.    Amll. 

1724. 
Jones's  prefent  State  of  Virginia.    O6tavo.    London. 

Lafitau  Moeurs  des  Sauvages  Ameriquains.   Fig.  s  Tom.  QuartcJ* 

Paris. 

Phillips,  (M.)  a  Weft  Country  Sailor,  his  Voyages,  i^mo.  Lond. 

Solis's  (D.  Ant.  D.)    Hiftory  of  the  Conqueft  of  MexiCa.    Tranf* 
lated  by  Townfend.     Fol.    London. 

1725, 
Labat's  Voyage  aux  Ifles  de  TAmerique.    Fig.    a  Tom.  Quarto* 
Another  Edition.     Haye. 

Uring's  Voyage.    Id.     06lavo. 

Relation  of  the  intended  Settlements  of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent* 
Cuts.     06tavo.    London. 

172^. 
Afhton's  (Ph.)  and  Nathaniel  Merits  Adventures,  ifimo.  Lond. 

Fernandez  (P.  Juan  Patr.)     Relacion  Hiftorial  de  las  Miffiones  de 
los  Indios  que  Claman  Chiquiilos.     Quarto.     Mad. 

1727. 
Cox's  Defer iption  of  Carolina.    Odavo.     2s,    London. 

R  Aranzeles 
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Aranzeles  Reales  de  los  Miniftros  de  la  Real  Audiencia  de  N.  Ef- 
pana.    Folio.     Mexico. 

Uring's  Voyages  and  Travels,  with  new  Draughts  of  the  Bay  of 
Honduras  and  the  Caribbee  Iflands.     06lavo. 

1728. 
Laval,  Voyage  de  la  Loufiane.     Fig.     Quarto.     Paris. 

Joannis  Martyn  Hift.  Plantarum  Rariorum.    06lavo.    London. 

1729. 
Garcia  (Fr.  Greg.)  Origin  de  los  Indios  del  Nuevo  Mundo.    FoL 
Madr. 

Memorial  adjuftado  contra  los  Officiales  de  Cafa  de  Monedo  a  Mex- 
ico de  el  an.  1729.    Folio. 

1730. 
De  Charlevoix  Hifl.  de  St.  Domingue.     Fig.     2  Tom.  Quarto. 
Paris. 

Cavallero  (D.  Jof.  Garcia)  Brieve  Cotejo  y  Valence  de  las  Pefos  y 
Meditas  di  Varias  Naciones,  reducidas  alas  que  Corren  en  Caf- 
tilla.     Quarto.    Mad. 

Faria  y  Soufa  (Manuel  D.)  Hiftoria  del  Reyno  de  Portugal.  FoL 
Amber. 

Rocha  Pitta  (Sebaftiano  De)  Hiftoria  de  America  Portugueza  des 
de  o  ando  de  1500,  de  fu  Defcrubrimento  ate  o  de  1724.  Fol. 
Liiboa. 
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1731. 
Garc  de  la  Vega.  Hift.  de  la  Conquette  de  la  Florida  par  Richelet. 
Fig.    Another  Edit.     See  213.     sTom.  ismo.     Leide. 

The  Natural  Hidory  of  Carolina,  Florida,  and  the  Bahama  Iflands, 
with  Figures  coloured  after  the  Life.  By  Mark  Catelby.  3  Vols. 
Folio.     London. 

Galvoa  (Antonio)  Fratado  dos  Defcrobimentos  Antigos  y  Moder- 
nos.    Fol.     Lilboa. 

173^. 
Account  of  Carolina  and  Georgia.    06lavo.    London. 

Cardenas  'y  Cano  (Gabr.)  Enfayo  Chronologico  para  la  Hiftoria 
General  de  la  Florida.     Folio.     Mad. 

Lozano  (P.  Pedro)  Defer iption  Corographica  del  Terretorios,  Ar- 
boles  Animales  del  Gran  Chaco  y  de  los  ritos  y  Coftrembres,  de 
'  las  innumerabiles  Naciones  que  la  habitan.     Quarto.     Cardov. 

Zevala  y  Augnon  (D.  Miguel  D.)  Ueprefentaclon  al  Rey  en  Seg- 
nor  D.  Philipe  V.  dirigida  al  mas  Segura  del  Erario. 

Ffezier,  Voyage  de  la  Mer  du  Sud  aux  Cotes  du  Chili  et  du  Perou. 
Fig.     Quarto.     Paris. 

Noticia  Individual  de  los  Derechos  fegun  lo  Reglado  en  ultimo 
proye6lo  de  1720.    Fig,    Quarto.     Barcelona. 

.      R  3  Peralta 
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Peralta  Barnuevo  (D.  Pedro  De)  Lima  fundada  o  Conquilla  del 
Peru.    Poema  Erojco,    Quarto.    Lima. 

Santa  Cruz  (El  Marques)  Comercio  Suelto  y  enCompanias  Gene- 
ral,    lemo.    Mad.  s 

Ercilla  y  Zuniga  (De  Alonzo  De)  la  Araucana.  Poema  Eroico. 
Folio.    Mad. 

Id.     2  Vols.  Oclavo.  1777.     Mad. 

Cockburn  and  Withington's  Voyages  and  Travels  in  North  Ame- 
rica.    06lavo.     2s.     London. 

Cockburn's  Journey  over  Land  from  the  Gulph  of  Honduras  to  the 
Great  South  Sea.    06tavo. 

Atkins's  Voyage  to  Guiney,  Brafil,  and  the  Weft  Lidies.  0(Slavo. 

A  new  Voyage  to  Georgia.     06lavo.     is.     London. 

Salazar  y  Zevallos  (D.  Alonz.  Ed.  de)  Conftltuciones  y  Ordenanzas 
Antiguas  agnadidas,  y  Modernas  de  la  Real,  Univerfidad,  y 
eftudio  general  de  fan  Marcos  de  la  Ciudad,  de  los  Reyes,  del 
Peru.     Fol.     En  la  Ciudad  de  los  Reyes. 

1736. 
Leon  (Ant.  De)    Epitome  de  la  Bibliotheca  Oriental  y  Occidental 
Nautica  y  Geographica.    Folio.    Mad. 

^737' 
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Brickeirs  Natural  Hiftory  of  North  Carolina.  Cuts.  06lava. 
Dublin. 

Hiftoire  des  Yncas  Rois  de  Perou,  traduite^  de  TEfpagnol  de 
TYnca  Garcilaffo,  de  la  Vega  ;  avec  lUiftoire  de  la  Conquefte 
de  la  Florida,  avec  Fig.     2  Vols.    Quarto.    Amfterdam. 

1738. 
Pinelo  (Ant.  De  Leon)  Epitome  de  la  Bibliotheca  Oriental  y  Occi- 
dental en  que  fe  Contienen  los  Efcritores,  de  las  Indias  Orien- 
tales  y  Occidentales.     Folio.    2  Vols.     Madrid. 

Keith's  Hiftory  of  the  Britifh  Plantations  in  America.     Quarto. 

Defcription  of  the  Windward  Paflage  and  Gulpb  of  Florida. 
Quarto.    London. 

Leflie's  Account  of  Jamaica,     ismo.     Edinburgh. 

1740. 
Carranza's  Defcription  of  the  Coafts  of  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies, 
By  C.  Smith.     06lavo.     London. 

Ulloa  (De  Bern,  de)  Reftabliciemento  de  las  Fabrlcas  trafico  y 
Commercio  Maritimo  de  Efpana.     12 mo.     2  Vols.     Madrid. 

Alcede  y  Herrera  (De  Dionyfio  de)  Avifo  Hiftorico,  Politico,  G^o^ 
graphico,  con  las  Noticias  mas  Particularez  del  Peru,  Tierra 
Firme,  Chili,  'y  Nuevo  Reyno  de  Gi'anada.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

Id. 
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Id.    Tranflated  by  Stephens.    6  Vols.    06lavo.    London. 

1741.     ' 
Cox's  Colle6lion  of  Voyages  and  Travels.     061:avo.     5s. 

Hiftory  of  Spanifh  America,  chiefly  from  Spaniih  Writers.  0(5lavo. 
London. 

Britifli  Empire  in  America  and  the  Well  Indies.    2  Vols.    06lavo. 
iQS.     London. 

Alcedo  y  Herrera,  Compendio  Hiftorico  de  la  Provincia  y  Puerto 
de  Guyaquill.     Quarto.     Madrid. 


— — —  Memorial  Sobre  differentes  Puntos  to  Cantes  al  Eftado 
de  la  Real  hazienda  y  del  Comercio,  &c.  en  las  Indias.  Folio. 
Madrid. 


Caflani  (P.  Jofeph)  Hiftoria  de  la  Provincia  de  Compagnia  de 
Jefus  del  Nuevo  Reyno  de  Granada.     Folio.     Madrid. 

1742. 
Zarate  (Aug.  De)  Hiftoire  de  la  Decouverte  et  de  la  Conquete  du 
Peru.     i2mo,     2  Tom.     Paris. 

Remarks  on  feveral  Englifli  A6ls  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the 
American  Colonies,  and  on  divers  A6ts  of  Aflembly  there,  with 
a  Comparifon  of  the  Practice  of  the  Courts  of  Law,  and  fome  of 
the  Plantations,  with  thofe  of  Weftminfter  Hall.     06lavo.     3s. 

Stephen's  (W.)  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  in  Georgia  from  1737 
101741.    3  Vols.    Octavo. 

1743- 
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Herrera's  Hiftory  of  America,  by  Captain  Jo.  Stephens.  Cuts. 
6  Vols.    Oaavo. 

Memoirs  of  the  Firfl  Settlement  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Ca- 
ribbee  Iflands;     ismo. 

Muratori  (Ant.)  lb.  Chriftianiflimo  felice  nelle  Miflioni  de  Padri 
nel  Paraguay.     Quarto.     Ven. 

Salazar  y  Olarte  (D.  Ignacio)  Hilloria  de  la  Conquifta  de  Mexico. 
Cordov. 

1744. 
Prefent  State  of  Louifiana.    06lavo. 

Moore's  Voyage  to  Georgia.    06lavo. 

De  Charlevoix  Hift.  de  la  Nouvelle  France.  Fig.  3  Tom.  Quarto, 
Paris. 

Dobb's  x\ccount  of  the  Country  about  Hudfon's  Bay.  Quarto, 
London. 

Remarks  on  Captain  Middleton's  Defence,  wherein  his  Condu6l  in 
his  Voyage  for  difcovering  a  Paflage  from  Hudfon's  Bay  to  the 
South  Sea,  is  impartially  examined.  By  Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq. 
06lavo.     London. 

1745. 
Middleton's  (Captain)  Forgery  Dete6led,  relative  to  the  Contro- 

verfy  about  the  North  Weft  Paflage.    06tavo.    London. 

Vita 
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Vita  eLettere  di  Amerigo  Vefpucci,  racolte  dall'  Bandinl.  Quarto. 
.-i.Fireiize. 


Smith's  Hiftory  of  Nevis  and  the  Leeward  Iflands.  061avo. 
Cambr.     , 

De  La  Condamine  Voyage  de  TAmerique  Meredionale.  Fig. 
06lavo.    Paris. 

Bandini  (Angelo  Maria)  Vita  e  Lettere  di  Amerigo  Vefpucci. 
Quarto.    Firenze. 

Gumilla  (P.  Jof )  El  Orinoco  Ilhiflrado  y  defendido,  Hiftoria  Na- 
tm'al,  Civil,  y  Geographica  de  efte  Gran.  Rio,  &c.  Quarto. 
2  Tom.     Madrid. 

Tanco  (Louis  Bezerra)  Felicidad  de  Mexico  en  la  admirable  Apa- 
ricion  de  N.  Signora  di  Guadelupe.     06lavo.     Madrid. 

Totanes  (F.  Sebaftian  De)  Manuel  Tagalog  para  Auxilio  de  Pro- 
vincia  de  las  Philippinas.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

Shirley's  (W.)  Journal  of  the  Siege  of  Louiibourg.  06lavo.  is.  6d. 
London. 

Benzo  (Hieron)  Novi  Orbis  Hill.    De  Bry.  America. 

BouturiAi  l^enaduci  (Lorenzo)  Idea  de  una  Nueva  Hiftoria  Gene- 
ral de  la  America  Septentrional  fundada  Sobre  Material  Copiofa 
de  Figuras,  Symbolas,  Cara(5leres,  Cantares  y  Manufcriptos  de 
Autores  Indies.    Quarto.    Madrid. 

Villa 
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Villa  Segnor  y  Sanchez  (De  Jof.  Ant.)  Theatro  Americano— 
Defcription  General  de  los  Reynos  y  Provincias  de  la  Nueva  Ef- 
pana.     Folio.     2  Tom.    Mex. 

1747- 
Colden's  (Cadw.)  Hiftory  of  the  five  Indian  Nations  of  Canada. 

06lavo.    London. 

^748. 
A  Relation  of  the  Earthquake  at  Lima,  with  a  Defcription  of  Peru. 
Cuts.     O^lavo.     London. 

Ellis's  Voyage  to  Iludfon's  B^y  in  1746  and  1747.  Cuts.  Oclavo. 
London. 

Botero  Benes  (Juan)  Defcription  de  Todas  las  Provincias,  Reynos, 
y  Ciudades  del  Mundo.     Quarto.     Girona. 

Huemes  y  Horcafitas  (De  Juan  Francifco  De)  Extra6lo  de  los  Au- 
tos de  Diligencias  y  Seconocimientos  de  los  Rios  lagunas,  verti- 
entes  y  defaguas  de  Mexico  y  fu  Valle,  &c.     Fol.     Mex. 

An  Account  of  the  Earthquake  which  happened  at  Lima  the  28th 
061.  1746.     Tranflated  from  the  Spanifh.     Oclavo.     London. 

^749- 
Les  Mifmas,  por  a  Gonz.  Barcia.     FoL     3  Tom.     Mad. 

De  la  Condamine,  Voyage  a  TEquateur  el  Bouguer,  de  la  Figure, 
de  la  Terre  Fig.     4  Tom.  Quarto.     Paris 

•  S  Barcia 
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Barcia  (D.  And.  Gonzal.)  HifloriadoreS  Primitivos  de  las  Indias  Cc- 
cidentales.     Fol.     3  Vol.    Mad. 

Barco  Centinera  (D.  Martin  De)  Argentina  y*  Cbnquifta  del  Rio 
de  la  Plata  Poema.     Exft.  Barcia  Hiftoriad.    Primit  3,     R. 

Mifcellanea  Economica  Politica,  &c.     Pamphlet. 

Pereira  De  Barrido  (Bernard)  Annaes  Hiftoricos  do  Eftado  do  Ma- 
ranchao.     Folio.    Liiboa. 

Defence  of  the  Dutch  againfl,  Sec.  To  which  is  added  a  Supple- 
ment relative  to  the  Settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  06lavo.  is, 
R.  Spavan.    London. 

175O' 
Rubaclava  (Don  Jof.  Gulierrez    de)   Tratado  Hiflorico  Politico 

y  legal  de  el  Comercio  de  las  Indias  Occidentales.      ismo. 

Cad. 

A  Natural  Hiftory  of  Birds,  by  George  Edw^ards.  Quarto.  Price 
Two  Guineas.    Printed  for  the  Author.    London. 

1751. 
Count  de  la  Blanchardiere,  Voyage  de  Perou.  Fig.  ismo.  Paris, 

Hernandez  (Fran.)  Plantarum  Animalium  et  Mineralium  Mexi- 
canorum  Hiftoria.     Fol.     Rom, 

Uztariz's  Theory  and  Pra61ice  of  Commerce  and  Maritime  Affairs. 

2  Vols.    London. 

Curious 
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Curious  Obfervalions  on  the  Manners,  Cuftoms,  Ufages,  Languages, 
Government,  Chronology,  Geography,  Ceremony,  Rehgion, 
Medicine  Phyfics,  Natm^al  Hiflory,  Commerce,  Arts,  and  Sci- 
ences of  the  ieveral  Nations  of  Afia,  Africa,  and  America. 
Tranflated  from  the  French  of  the  Abbe  Lambert.  2  Vols. 
061avo.  los.    Publiflied  by  Meyer,  G.  Woodfall,  &c.  London. 

Obfervation  on  the  Inhabitants,  Climate,  Soil,  Rivers,  Productions, 
Animals,  and  other  Matters  worthy  of  Notice  made  by  John 
Bertram  in  his  Travels  from  Pennfylvania  to  Onondago,  &c. 
With  an  Account  of  the  Catara6ls  at  Niagara.  By  P.  Kalm,  a 
Swedifli  Gentleman.     Whifton  and  Co.  06tavo.  is.  6d.  Lond. 

The  Importance  of  fettling  and  fortifying  Nova  Scotia.  By  a  Gen- 
tleman lately  arrived  from  that  Colony.  Scot.  Octavo,  is. 
London. 

A  genuine  Narrative  of  the  Tranfa6lions  in  Nova  Scotia  fmce  the 
Settlement  June  1749,  to  Auguft  1751,  in  wliich  the  Nature, 
Soil,  and  Produce  of  the  Country  are  related,  &c.  By  John 
Wilfon.     06lavo.     6s,     Henderfon.     London. 

1752. 
Account  of  fix  Years  Refidence  in  Hudfon's  Bay,   from   1733  to 
1736,  and  1744  to  1747.     By  Jofeph  Robfon.    Oclavo.     3s.  6d. 
Payne  and  Bouquet.     London. 

Robfon's  Account  of  Hudfon's  Bay.     Cuts.     06lavo.     London. 

Qflbrio  (Jerome).  Hiftory  of  the  Portuguefe  during  the  Reign  of 
Emmanuel.     Octavo.     2  Vols.     London. 

S2  Ulloa 
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Ulloa  (D.  Ant.  De)  Voyage  Hiftorique  de  rAmerique  Meridionale. 
Quarto.     2  Tom.     Paris. 

Houlfton  (J.)  Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Travels  in  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America.     06lavo.     London. 

De  Solis's  Hiftory  of  the  Conqueft  of  Mexico,  by  Townfend. 
3  Vols.     06lavo.     London. 

Count  de  la  Blanchardiere's  Voyage  to  Peru.  Performed  by  the 
Conde  St.  Malo  in  the  Years  1745  and  1746.     12 mo.   London. 

Stith's  Hiftory  of  Virginia.  06tavo.  London.  Another  Edition. 
See  p.  1 15. 

Cliabert's  Voyage  dans  TAmerique  Septentrionale.  Quarto.  Paris. 

Dumont  Memoirs  fur  la  Louifiane.     Fig.    2  Tom.  i2mo.     Paris. 

Green's  Remarks  on  a  new  Chart  of  America.     Quarto.    London. 

Ulloa  (D.  Bernardo)  Retabliflement  de  Manufactures  et  du  Com- 
merce d'Efpagne.     i2mo.     Amfterdam. 

A  Voyage  to  Peru,  performed  by  the  Bifhop  Conde  of  St.  Malo, 
in  the  Years  1745,  1746,  1748,  and  1749,  written  by  the  Chap- 
lain. To  which  is  added,  an  Appendix,  containing  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Spanifh  Affairs  in  America,  in  refpe6l  to  Mines, 
Trade,  and  Difcoveries.     i2mo.     2s.     Griffiths.    London. 

JLozano 


(     133     ) 

iLozano  (P.  Pedro)  HiHoria  de  la  Compagnia  de  Jefus  en  la  Pro- 
vincia  del  Paraguay.     2  Vols.     Folio.     Madrid; 

Memorial  Adjuftado  por.  D.  A.  Fern,  de  Heredia  Gobernador  de 
Nicaragua  y  Honduras.    Folio.     Madrid* 

Sotoy  Marne  (P.  Franc,  de)  Copia  de  la  Relacion  de  Viage  que 
defde  la  Ciudad  de  Cadiz  a  la  Cartagena  de  Indias  hizo. 
Quarto.     Madrid. 

1754.       . 
Aldamo  y  Guevaro   (D.  Jos.  Auguftin  de)    Ars  de  la  Lengua 
Mexicana.     ismo.     Mexico. 

Torribio  (P.  F.  Jos.)  Aparato  para  la  Hiftoria  Natural  Efpanola. 
Folio.     Madrid. 

Deflertacion  Hillorica  Politick  y  en  Mucha  Parte  Geographica  de 
las  Illas  Philippinas.     ismo.     Madrid. 

Journal  of  Major  Wafhington,  fent  by  the  Honourable  R.  Din- 
weddie,  Efq.  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia,  to 
the  Commandant  of  the  French  Forces  on  the  Ohio,  with  a  new 
Map  of  the  Country,  as  far  as  the  MiffifFipi.  06lavo.  is. 
Jefferys.     London. 

Pegna  Monte  Negro  (De  Alonfo  de  la)  Itininerario  para  Parochos 
de  Indios,  en  que  tratan  las  Mater ias  mas  Particulares,  tocantes, 
a  ellos  para  fu  buen  Adminiftracion.     Quarto.     Amberes. 

Some  Account  of  the  North  American  Indians,  their  Genius,  Cha- 

rav^ersj 
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ra61ers,  Ciifloms,  and  Difpofitions  towards  the  French  and  En- 
h(h  Nations.  To  which  are  added,  Indian  Mifcellanies,  &c» 
&c.     06lavo.     IS.    Griffiths.     London. 


Prefent  State  of  North  America.    Quarto.  2S.  Dodfley.  London. 

A  brief  State  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  &c.  0(5lavo.  is, 
Griffiths.    London. 

Evans's  Analyfis  of  a  Map  of  the  Middle  Britilh  Colonies,  with  the 
.    Map.     Quarto.     Philadelphia. 

The  Original  MSS.  Account  of  the  Kingdom  of  Acaniba,  given 
by  the  Affidavit  of  Math.  Sagean,  (French  and  Englifh).  By 
Quin  M*Kenzie.     Folio.     London. 

Palairet's  Defcription  of  the  Englifh  and  French  PofTefHons  in 
North  America.     06lavo.    London. 


Equiarse  en  Equeren  (D.  Jo.  Jof.)  Bibliotheca  Mexicana  five  Er- 
uditorum  Hiftoria  Virorum  in  America  Boreali  Natorum,  &c. 
Folio.     Mex. 

Leon  (Fr.  Ruiz  de)  Hernandia  Poema  Heroyco  de  Conquifta  de 
Mexico.    Quarto.     Madrid. 

Perquifa  de  los  Oydores  de  Panama  contra  D.  Jay  me  Mugnos,  &c. 
por  Haverlos  Commerciado  illicitamente  en  tiempo  de  Guerro. 
Folio.    Madrid. 

:  -  Ribandeneyra 
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Rlbandeneyra  y  Barrientos  (D.  Ant.  Joach.)  Manuel  Compendio  de 
el  Regio  Patronato  Indiano.     Folio.     Madrid. 

A  Summary  (Hiftorical  and  Political)  of  the  implanting,  pro- 
greffive  Improvements,  and  prefent  State  of  the  Britifh  Settle- 
ments in  North  America.  By  William  Douglas,  M.  D.  06tavo. 
2  Vols.     12S.     Baldwin.     London. 

A  Letter  to  a  Friend,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Ohio  Defeat,  &c. 
06tavo.     6d.     London. 

The  Expedition  of  Major  General  Braddock  to  Virginia,  &c.  de^ 
fcribing  the  March  and  Engagements  in  the  Woods,  and  other 

.  Incidents ;  giving  an  Idea  of  the  Nature  of  the  Country,  Climate| 
&c.    06tavo.     6d.    Carpenter.     London. 

Obfervations  on  the  late  and  prefent  Condu6l  of  the  French,  with 
regard  to  their  Encroachments  on  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North 
America  ;  together  with  Remarks  of  the  Importance  of  thofe 
Colonies  to  Great  Britain.  By  William  Clarke,  M.  D.  of 
Bofton.  To  which  is  added,  Obfervations  concerning  the  In- 
creafe  of  Mankind,  peopling  of  Countries,  &c.  061avo.  is. 
Bofton.     Reprinted  in  London  for  J.  Clarke. 

1756. 
Recopilacion  de  Lepes  de  los  Reynos  de  las  Indias.    Folio.    4  Vols* 
Madrid. 

Santo  Domingo,  Puerto  Rico  y  Margarita,  Real  Compagnia  de 
Comer  cio.     ismo,    Madrid*  .     '      ' 


De 
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De  Charlavoix  Hift.  (Ill  Paragua3\   Fig.    3  Tom.    Quarto.    Paris/ 

Geographical,  Hiftorical,  Political,  Philofopliical,  and  Mechanical 
Eflays.  The  firft  containing  an  Analyfis  of  a  general  Map  of 
the  Middle  Britidi  Colonies  in  America,  and  the  Country  of  the 
Confederate  Indians ;  a  Defcription  of  the  Face  of  the  Country, 
the  Boundaries  of  the  Confederates,  and  th.^  Maritime  and  In- 
land Navigation  of  the  feveral  Rivers  and  Lakes  contained 
therein.    By  Lewis  Evans.    Quarto,     ^s.    Dodiley.    London. 

A  brief  View  of  the  Condu6l  of  Pennfylvania  for  the  Year  1755^ 
lb  far  as  it  afFe6led  the  general  Service  of  the  Britifh  Colonies> 
particularly  the  late  Expedition  under  the  late  General  Brad- 
dock,  being  a  Sequel  to  a  well-known  Pamphlet,  entitled,  a 
brief  State  of  Pennfylvania,  in  a  Second  Letter  to  a  Friend. 
06favo.     is.  6d.     Griffiths.    London. 

A  fair  Reprefentation  of  his  Majeftiy*s  right  to  Nova  Scotia,  dated 
from  the  Memorials  of  the  Engliih  Commiffioners,  with  an 
Account  to  the  Obje6tions  contained  in  the  French  Memorial.. 
06lavo.     is.  6d.    Griffith.     London. 

Propofals  for  uniting  the  Englifh  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  a6l  with  Force  and  Vigour 
againft  their  Enemies.     06lavo.     is,     Wilkie.    London. 

A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament  on  the  Importance  of  the 
American  Colonies,  and  the  Method  of  making  them  ufeful  to 
the  Mother  Country.     0(5^avo.     6d.     Scott.     London. 

A  Letter 
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A  Letter  from  a  Merchant  of  the  City  of  London,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  P.  Elq.  upon  the  Affairs  of  North  America,  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  our  American  Trade,  &c.  Oftavo.  is.  6d.  Scott. 
London. 

North  America,  a  Defcriptive  Poem ;  reprefenting  a  Voyage  to 
America,  &c.  With  Notes  Critical  and  Explanatory.  Odavo. 
IS.     Shepheard.     London. 

Hiftory  of  New  York.  By  William  Smith,  A.  M.  of  New  York. 
Quarto.     6s.    Wilcox.     London. 

A  Review  of  the  Military  Operations  in  North  Amerij^,  from  the 
Commencement  of  the  Hoftilities  in  Virginia  in  xy^Q,  to  the 
Surrenderof  Ofwegoin  1756.  Quarto.  Three  Guineas.  Dodfley. 

The  Conteft  in  America  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  with  its 
Confequences  and  Importance,  &c.  By  an  Impartial  Hand. 
06lavo.     3s.  6d.     Millar.     London. 

Military  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  for  1756  and  1757.  Containing 
a  Letter  from  an  Englifh  Officer  at  Canada,  taken  Prifoner  at 
Gfvvego  ;  exhibiting  the  Cruelty  and  Infidelity  of  the  French, 
and  their  Savage  Indians,  intimeof  Peace  and  War.  Octavo.  2s. 
ftitched.     Millan.     London. 

Remarks  upon  a  Letter  publifhed  in  the  London  Chronicle,  con- 
taining an  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Failure  of  the  late  Ex- 
pedition againft  Cape  Breton.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament,    0(5tavo.     6d.     Cooper. ».  London. 


An 
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An  Account  of  the  European  Settlements  in  America.    06lavo. 
2  Vols.    8s.    Dodfley.    Said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Burke. 

Venega's  Noticia  de  la  California  con  Eftampas.  Quarto.  3  Tom. 
Mad. 

Crefpell  Voyage  au  Nouveau  Monde,     ismo.     Amll. 

Uztariz  (D.  Geron)  Theoria  y  Pra6lica  de  Commercio  &  de  Ma- 
tina.    Fol.     Mad. 

k 

1758. 

The  Theatre  of  the  prefent  War  in  North  America.  By  A.  Y. 
Efq.    06tavo.     is.  6d,    Coote.     London. 

Thompfon's  Account  of  two  Miilionary  Voyages  in  North  Ame- 
rica.   06lavo. 

Du  Pratz  Hill,  dela  Loufiane.     Fig.     3  Tom.  i2mo.     Paris. 

Cumella  (J.)  Hill.  deTOrenoque.    Fig.     3  Tom.     Avign. 

Henis  (P.  Thadeus)  Ephemerides  belli  Guiaranici  ab  anno  1754. 
Exll.    Collecion  Gen.^de  docum.     R. 

Memoirs  of  the  principal  Tranfa6lions  of  the  laft  War  between 
the  Englilh  and  French  in  North  America,  from  the  Commence- 
ment of  it  in  1744,  to  the  conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle.  Containing,  in  particular,  an  Account  of  the  Im- 
portance of  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton.  06tavo.  is.  6d, 
Dodfley.    London. 

The 
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The  condu(5l  of  Major  General  Shirley,  late  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in  North  America,  briefly  dated.  Oc- 
tavo.    IS.  6d.     Dodfley.     London. 

Occafional  Refle6lions  on  the  Importance  of  the  War  in  America. 
No  Author  or  Printer  mentioned. 

Tombo  Chiqui,  or  The  American  Savage,  a  Dramatic  Entertain- 
ment,   in  Three  A6ts.     06tavo.      is.    Hooper  and  Morley. 
.  -  London. 

The  Condu6l  of  a  noble  Commander  in  America  impartially  re- 
viewed. With  the  genuine  Caufes  of  the  Difcontents  at  NeW 
York  and  Halifax,  and  the  true  Occafion  of  the  Delays  in  that 
important  Expedition,  &c.    OcJtavo.     is.     Baldwin.    London. 

A  Voyage  to  South  America,  defcribing  at  large  the  Spanifli  Ci- 
ties, Towns,  Provinces,  &c.  on  that  extenfive  Continent.  In- 
terfperfed  throughout  with  Refledtions  on  the  Genius,  Cuftoms, 
Manners,  and  Trade  of  the  Inhabitants  ;  together  with  th«  Na- 
turl  Hiftory  of  the  Country,  &c.  &c.  By  Don  George  Juan,  and 
Don  Antonia  de  Ulloa.  Tranflated  from  the  Spanifh.  06tavo, 
2  Vols.  12S.     Davis  and  Reymer.     London. 

Difcourfes  on  feveral  Public  Occafiorts,  during  the  War  in  Ame- 
rica,— among  which  are  ^  Difcourfe  on  planting  the  Sciences, 
and  the  Propagation  of  Chriftianity  in  the  untutored  Parts  of 
the  Earth,  with  an  Appendix  by  W.  Smith,  D.  D.  Provoll  of 
the  College  and  Academy  of  Philadelphia.  O6tavo.  3s.  6d. 
Millar.    London. 

T  2  The 
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The  Hiftory  of  Lpuifiaha,  with  Charts,  and  Copper-plates,      By 
^Mr.  Lopage  dii  Pratz.     In   Three  Volumes  Twelves.    Paris, 
printed  by  Deburze,  Senior. 


— An  Accurate  Account  of  the  taking  of  Cape  Breton,  in 

the  Year  1745,  &c.     06lavo.     is.     Staples.     London. 

1759- 
An  Hiftorical  Review  of  the  Conftitution  and   Government  of 

Pennfylvania,  from  its  Origin,  &c,  faid  to  be  written  by  Dr.. 

Franklin.     06lavo.     5s.     Griffiths.     London. 

The  Rife  and  Fall  of  Pot-Afh  in  America,  addrefled  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Halifax.     Quarto,     is.     Cabe.     Lond; 

'  An  Accurate  and  Authentic  Journal  of  the  Siege  of 

Quebec,  1759.     By  a  Gentl(4man  in  an  eminent  Station  on  the 
Spot.     06lavo.     IS.     Robinfon.     London. 

No  French  and  Indian  Cruelty  exemplified  in  the  Life  of  Peter 
Williamfon.     ismo.     is. 

A  Natural  and  Civil  Hiilory  of  California,  &c.  Tranflated  from 
the  Spanifli  of  Miguel  Venegas,  a  Mexican  Jefuit.  Publiflied  at 
Madrid,  1758.  In  Two  Volumes.  12s.  Rivington  and  Fletcher, 
London. 

An  Authentic  Account  of  the  Redudlion  of  Louifburgh  in  1758. 
By  a  Spedator.     06lavo.     is.     Owen.     London. 

An  Account  of  the  Manners  of  the  Micmakes,  and  Marackeets, 

(Savage 
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(Savage  Nation,)  now  dependant  on  the  Government  of  Cape 
Breton.  From  an  Original  Manufcript  Letter,  never  publifhed, 
written  by  a  French  Abbot,  who  refided  many  Years  among 
them.  To  which  are  annexed,  feveral  Pieces  relative  to  the 
Savages,  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  to  North  America  in  general.  Oc- 
tavo.    2s.  6d.     Hooper.     London. 

Lopez  (Thorn.)  Atlas  Geographico  de  la  America  Septentrional 
'y  Meridional.     i2mo.     Paris. 

Lano  Zapata  (D.  Jof.  Eufeb.)  Preliminar  al  Tomo  de  las  Memo- 
rias  Hiftorico  Phyficas  Critico  Apologeticas  de  la  America  Me- 
ridional.    06tavo.     Cadiz. 

Genuine  Letters  from  a  Volunteer  in  the  Britilh  Service  at  Que- 
bec.    06lavo.     IS.    Whitridge. 

A  true  and  impartial  State  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania.  Be- 
ing an  Anfwer  to  the  Pamphlet,  intitled,  A  brief  State,  and  a 
brief  View,  &c.  of  the  Condu6l  of  Pennfylvania.  Philadelphia 
printed,  and  Sold  in  London  by  J.  Fielding.     06lavo.     2s. 

Confideration  on  the  Importance  of  Canada,  and  the  Bay  and 
River  of  St.  Lawrance,  and  of  the  American  Fifheries,  depend- 
ant on  the  Ifiands  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  John's  Newfoundland, 
and  the  Seas  adjacent.     061:avo.     6d.    Owen.     London. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Alienation  of  the  Delaware 
and  Shawenafe  Indians  from  the  Britiih  Interefts,  and  into  the 
Meafures  taken  to  recover  their  Friendfhip,  &c.  Written  in 
Pennfylvania,    061:avo.     2s.     Wilkie,    London. 

Muratori's 
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Muratori's  Account  of  the  Miffion  of  Paraguay,     ismo. 

1760. 
Lima  Gozoza  Defcription  de  las  failibas  Demonftraciones  con  que 
efta  Ciiidad  Celebro  la  Real  Proclamacion  de  el  Nombre  Auguflo 
del  Catolico  Monarcho  D.  Carlos.     3  Tom.    Quarto.    Lima. 

Jeffery's   Hiftory  and  Defcription  of  French  America.      Folio. 
London. 

An  EfTay  towards  a  Method  of  preferving  the  Seeds  of  Plants  in 
•    a  State  fit  for  Vegetation  during  long  Voyages,  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Britilh  Colonies  in  America.    By  Mr.  PuUein.     Oc- 
tavo.   6d.     Millar.     London. 

The  Natural  and  Civil  Hiftory  of  the  French  Dominions  in  North 
America.     Folio.     Jefferies.     il.  los.     In  Boards.     London. 

Walker's  (Commodore)  Voyages  and  Cruifes.  2  Vols.  ismo. 
London. 

Genuine  Letters  and  Memoirs,  relative  to  the  Natural,  Civil,  and 
Commercial  Hiftory  of  the  Iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St. 
John's,  from  the  firft  Settlement,  to  the  taking  of  Louift)urgh 
by  the  Englifti  in  1758,  in  which,  among  many  interefting  Par- 
ticulars, the  Caufes  and  previous  Events  of  the  prefent  War 
are  explained.  By  a  Frenchman.  Tranflated  from  the  French . 
06tavo.    5s.    Nourfe.    London. 

The  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  confidered  with  regard  to  her  Colo- 
nies and  the  Acquifition  of  Guadeloupe  and  Canada,  to  which 

are 
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are  added,  Obfervations  on  the  Encreafe  of  Mankind,  peopling 
Countries,  &c.  &c,     London. 

State  of  the  Trade  carried  on  with  the  French  on  the  Ifland  of 
Hifpaniola,  by  the  Merchants  of  North  America  under  Colour 
of  Flags  of  Truce.     06lavo.     6d.     Owen.     London. 

Quebec.  A  Poem.  Being  a  Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  under 
Wolfe  in  1759.     Quarto.     2s.  6d.    Whitridge.     London. 

Jdurnal  of  a  Voyage  to  North  America,  undertaken  by  Order  of 
the  King  of  France,  containing  a  Geographical  and  Natural 
Hiftory  of  that  Country,  together  with  Numerous  Particulars 
of  the  Indians.  Tranflated  from  the  French  of  Charlevoix. 
06tavo.     2  Vols.,    los.     Dodlley.     London. 

The  Importance  of  Canada  confidered,  in  two  Letters  to  a  Noble- 
man.   06tavo.     is.     Dodfley.     London. 

The  Natural  and  Civil  Hiftory  of  the  French  Dominions  in 
North  and  South  America  ;  illuftrated  by  Maps  and  Plans  of 
the  Principal  Places.  By  J.  Jefferys,  Geographer  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.     Folio,     il.  los.     In  Boards. 

1761. 
Aparicio  y  Leon  (D.  Lorenzo  de)  Difcurfo  Hiftorico  Politico,  del 
Hofpital  San  Lazaro  de  Lima.    06lavo.    Lima. 

Gamboa  (D.  Fran.  Xavier  de)  Comentarios  a  los  Ordonanzas  de 
Menas.    Folio.    Madrid. 

Jeffery's 
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Jeffery's  Voyage  from  Afia  to  America.     Quarto.     2S;  6d.     Lond. 

The  American  Gazetteer,  containing  a  diftin6l  Account  of  all  the 
Parts  of  the  New  World.  Illuftrated  with  Maps.  3  Vols, 
i2mo.     c)s.     Millar.     London. 

Defcription  of  South  Carolina,  containing  many  ufefiil  but  in- 
terefting  Particulars  relatmg  to  the  Civil,  Natural,  and  Com- 
mercial Hiftory  of  that  Colony.  06lavo.  2S.  Dodfley.  London. 

Voyages  from  Afia  to  America,  for  the  compleating  the  Difco- 
veries  of  the  North-Weft  Coaft  of  America.  To  which  is  pre- 
fixed a  Summary  of  the  Voyages  made  by  the  Ruffians  in  the 
Frozen  Sea,  in  fearch  of  a  North-Weft  PafTage ;  ferving  as  an 
Explanation  of  a  Map  publiflied  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Peterfburgh.  Tranflated  from  the  Dutch  of  S.  Muller,  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Peterft)urgh,  with  the  Addition  of  three 
new  Maps,  by  Thomas  Jefferys,  Geographer  to  his  Majefty. 
Quarto.    6s.  fewed.     Jefferys.     London. 

1762. 
An  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the  Right  of  the  French  King  to  the 
Territory  Weft  of  the  great  River  Miffiffippi,  not  ceded  by  the 
Preliminaries.  Including  a  Summary  Account  of  that  River  and 
the  Country  adjacent,  with  a  ftiort  Detail  of  the  Advantages  it 
poflefles,  its  native  Commodities,  and  how  far  they  might  be 
improved  to  the  Advantage  of .  the  Britifti  Commerce  ;  com  pre  • 
bending  a  Vindication  of  the  Englifli  Claim  to  the  w^hole  Con- 
tinent, from  authentic  Records  and  indifputable  hiftorical  Fa6ts, 
and  particular  Dire6lions  to  Navigators  for  entering  the  feveral 
Mjutlis  of  that  important  River.    06lavo.   is.  Nicol.  Lond. 

The 
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The  Comparative  Importance  of  our  Acqulfitlons  from  France  in 
America,  &c.     06lavo.     is.     Henxman.     London. 

Gardiner's  Expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Cuts.  Quarto.  Bur- 
mugham.     London. 

Account  of  the  Spanilh  Settlements  in  America.  06tava.  Edinb. 

Memoirs  of  the  Siege  of  Quebec,  and  of  the  Retreat  of  Monfieiir 
de  Bourlemaque  from  Carillon  to  the  Ifle  Aux  Noix,  in  Lake 

',  Champlain,  from  the  Journal  of  a  French  Officer  on  board  the 
Chezine  Frigate,  taken  by  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  Ripon,  com- 
pared with  the  Accounts  tranfmitted  home  by  Major  General 
Wolfe  and  Vice  Admiral  Saunders,  with  pccafional  Remarks. 
By  Richard  Gardiner.    Quarto,     is.  6d.    Dodfley.    London. 

1763. 
Chanvalon,  Voyage  a  la  Martinique.     Quarto.    Paris. 

Bellen  Defcription  de  la  Guyane.     Fig.     Quarto.     Paris. 

Feyjio  (D.  Miguel)  Relacion  Defcriptiva  de  la  Ciudad  y  Provincia 
de  Truxillo  del  Peru.     Fol.     Mad. 

Thoughts  on  Trade  in  General,  our  Weft  Indies  in  Particular,  our 
Continental  Colonies,  and  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace. 
Addrefifed  to  the  Community,  06lavo.  is.  6d.  Wilkie. 
London. 

An  Account  of  the  Spanifti  Settlements  in  America,  in  four  Parts, 
ift.  The  Difcovery  by  Columbus,  with  a  Defcription  of  the 

U  Spanifli 
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Spanifli  Infular  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies.  2nd.  Their  Set- 
tlements on  the  Continent  of  North  America.  3d.  Their  Settle- 
ments in  Peru,  Chili,  Paraguay,  and  Rio  de  la  Plata.  4.  Their 
Settlements  in  Terra  Firma  ;  of  the  different  Countries  in  South 
•  America  ftill  poflefTed  by  the  Indians,  with  a  Defcription  of  the 
Canary  Iflands,  and  illuftrated  with  a  Map.  06tavo.  5s.  Do- 
naldfon.     London. 

Coloniae  Anglicanae  Illuftratse  ;  or,  The  Acqueft  of  Dominion,  and 
the  Plantation  of  Colonies  made  by  the  Englifti  in  America, 
with  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies  examined,  ftated  and  illuftrated. 

.  Part  the  Fir  ft.  Containing,  ift.  The  Plan  of  the  whole  Work, 
including  the  Propofition  aflerting  the  Rights  of  the  Colonifts 
intended  to  be  eftabliftied.  2d.  A  brief  Account  of  the  Wars, 
Revolutions,  and  Events,  which  gave  rife  to  all  the  Marine  Dif- 
coveries  and  foreign  Acquifitions  made  by  the  modern  Euro- 
peans. 3d.  A  Survey  of  the  Knowledge  and  Opinions  which 
the  Europeans  had  of  the  Earth  in  Times  preceding  thofe  Dif- 
coveries,  with  other  Matters  relating  to  the  Subje6l.  4th.  The 
Particulars  of  the  Progrefs  made  by  the  Portuguefe  from  their 
beginning  thefe  Difcoveries  to  the  Death  of  King  John  the  Se- 
cond, and  an  Account  of  the  Grants  made  to  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal of  the  Countries  that  were  or  might  be  difcovered,  by  the 
Bulls  of  feveral  Popes,  with  one  of  them  fet  forth  at  large. 
Quarto.    8s.  boards.     London. 

The  Hiftory  of  Louifiana,  or  of  the  Weftern  Parts  of  Virginia. 
Containing  a  Defcription  of  the  Countries  that  lie  on  both  Sides 
the  River  MifTiflippi,  with  an  Account  of  the  Settlements,  Inha- 
bitants, Soil,  Climate,  and  Produ(5ts.      Tranflated  from   the 
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French  of  Monfieur  Du  Pratz,  with  Notes  and  Obfervations  re- 
lating to  the  Colonies,  ismo.  2  Vols.  5s.  Becket.  London. 

Roberts's  Hiilory  of  Florida.  Quarto.  6s.  fewed.  Jefferys. 
London, 

Letters  to  the  Duchefs  of  Lefdiguieries ;  giving  an  Account  of  a 

.   Voyage  to  Canada,  and  Travels   through  that  vail  Country, 

and  Louifiana,  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico.     Undertaken  by  Order 

of  the  prefent  King  of  France.  By  Father  Charlevoix.   0(5lavo. 

4s.  boards.     Goadby.     London. 

The  Ancient  Right  of  the  Englifh  Nation  to  the  American  Fifhery ; 
with  a  Map  of  the  Lands,  Iflands,  Gulphs,  Seas,  and  Fifhing 
Banks.     Quarto.     3s.     Baker.     London. 

An  EfTay,  in  Vindication  of  the  Continental  Colonies  of  America, 
from  a  Cenfure  of  Mr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  Theory  of  moral  Sen- 
timents. With  fome  Refle(5lions  on  Slavery  in  General.  By  an 
American.    06lavo.     is.     Becket.    London, 

The  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies.  0(5lavo.  2S,  6d.  Wilkie. 
London.. 

An  EfTay  on  the  Trade  of  the  Northern  Colonies  of  Great  Britain, 
in  North  America.  Printed  in  Philadelphia;  reprinted  for 
Becket.     06lavo.     is.     London, 

An  Account  of  a  remarkable  Darknefs  at  Detroit,  in  America.  By 
Mr.  J.  Stirling.     No  Price.     No  Printer. 

Us  An 
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An  Account  of  the  Firft  Settlement,  Laws,  Form  of  Government, 
and  Police  of  the  Cefares,  a  People  of  South  America.  In  Nine 
Letters,  from  Mr.  Vanderneck,  one  of  the  Senators  of  that  Na- 
tion, to  his  Friend  in  Holland,  with  Notes  by  the  Editor.  O61:avo. 
IS.  6d.     Payne.    London. 

The  Speech  delivered  in  the  Koufe  of  AfTembly  of  the  Province  of 
Pennfylvania,  May  24,  1764,  by  John  Dickinfon,  Efq.  one  of 
the  Members  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  on  Occafion  of  a 
Petition  drawn  up  by  Order,  and  then  under  Confideration  of  the 
Houfe  ;  praying  his  Majefty  for  a  Change  of  the  Government 
of  this  Province.  With  a  Preface.  Philadelphia,  printed.  Re- 
printed.     06tavo.     6d.     Whifton.     London. 

Confiderations  which  may  tend  to  promote  the  Settlement  of  our 
New  Weft  India  Colonies,  by  encouraging  Individuals  to  em- 
bark in  the  Undertaking,    Oftavo.     is.     Robfon.     London. 

Dr.  Mayhew's  Obfervations  on  the  Charter  and  Condudl  of  the  So- 
ciety for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  being  a  De- 
fence of  the  Obfervations ;  in  which  the  Scheme  of  fending 
Bilhops  to  America,  is  particularly  confidered,  and  the  Incon- 
veniencies  that  might  refult  from  it  to  that  Country,  if  put  in 
Execution.  By  Jonathan  Mayhew,  D.  D.  Paftor  of  the  Weft 
Church,  in  Bofton.     061:avo.     is.  6d.     Nicol.     London. 

A  Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  moft  frequent  at  Surinam,  with  their 
Method  of  Cure.  To  which  is  added,  a  Differtation  on  the 
Pipa,  or  famous  Toad  of  that  Country.  By  Philip  Fermin,  M.  D. 
Maeftricht. 
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1765. 
The  Grievances  of  the   American  Colonies  candidly  examined. 
Printed  by  Authority,  at  Providence,  in  Rhode  Idand.     06tavo, 
IS.     Reprinted,  Almon.    London. 

A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  wherein  the  Power  of  the 
Britifh  Legiflature,  and  the  Cafe  of  the  Colonifts,  are  briefly  and 
impartially  confidered.     06lavo.     is.     Flexney.     London. 

The  Neceffity  of  repealing  the  American  Stamp  A61  demon- 
flrated  :  Or,  a  Proof  that  Great  Brtain  muft  be  injured  by  that 
A61:.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    06tavo.     is.     Almon.     London. 

The  Speech  of  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq.  one  of  the  Members  for 
Philadelphia  County,  in  anfwer  to  the  Speech  of  John  Dickin- 
fon,  Efq.  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  of  the  Province 
of  Pennfylvania,  May  the  24th,  1764.  06lavo.  2s.  Philadel- 
phia, printed.    Reprinted,  Nicol.     London, 

A  Reply  to  a  Piece,  called  the  Speech  of  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq. 
By  John  Dickinfon.     06lavo.     Philadelphia. 

Regulations  lately  made,  concerning  the  Colonies,  and  the  Taxes 
impofed  upon  them,  confidered.  06tavo.   2s.  Wilkie.  London. 

Rights  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  afferted  and  proved.  By  James 
Otis,  Efq.    06lavo.     2s.     Almon.    London. 

The  Patriotic  Mufe,  or  Poems  on  fome  of  the  Principal  Events  of 
the  late  War ;  together  with  a  Poem  on  the  Peace.  By  an 
American  Gentleman.     06lavo.     is.  6d.     Burd.     London. 

The 
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The  Obje6lions  to  the  Taxation  of  our  American  Colonies,  by  the 
Legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  briefly  confidered.  Quarto.  6d. 
Wilkie.     London. 

The  Claim  of  the  Colonies  to  an  Exemption  from  internal  Taxes, 
impofed  by  Authority  of  Parliament,  examined ;  in  a  Letter 
from  a  Gentleman  in  London,  to  his  Friend  in  America.  Oc- 
tavo.    IS.     Johnfon.     London. 

The  Trial  of  Mr.  John  Peter  Zenger  of  New  York,  Printer,  who 
was  charged  with  having  printed  and  publiflied  a  Libel  againft 
the  Government ;  and  acquitted ;  with  a  Narrative  of  his 
Cafe.  To  which  is  added,  the  Trial  of  Mr.  William  Owen, 
Bookfeller  near  Temple  Bar,  who  was  alfo  charged  with  the 
Publication  of  a  Libel  againft  the  Government ;  of  which  he 
was  honourably  acquitted  by  a  Jury  of  free-born  Englifhmen, 
Citizens  of  London.     06lavo.     is.  ,  Almon.     London. 

The  Mutual  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies 
confidered,  with  refpe6l  to  an  A61  pafled  laft  Seflions  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  laying  a  Duty  on  Merchandize,  &c.  With  fome  Re- 
marks on  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  Obje6lions  to  the  Taxation  of 
the  American  Colonies,  &c.  confidered.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Mem- 
ber  of  Parliament.    Quarto.     6d.     Nicol.     London. 

Thoughts  on  a  Queftion  of  Importance  propofed  to  the  Public, 
Whether  it  is  probable,  that  the  immenfe  Extent  of  Territory, 
acquired  by  this  Nation  at  the  late  Peace,  will  operate  towards 
the  Profperity,  or  the  Ruin  of  the  Ifland  of  Great  Britain  ? 
Od:avo.     is.    Dixwell.    London. 
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The  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies.  By  Thomas  Pownall,  late 
Governor  of  Maflkchufetts  Bay,  &c.  Quarto.  4s.  Dodfley. 
London.  , 

The  Rights  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  confidered,  the  Adminiflration 
and  Regulation  of  the  Colonies  explored,  and  the  beft  Means 
recommended  to  make  the  Colonies  moft  ufeful  to  the  Mother 
Country.     06lavo.     is.  6d.    Flexney.    London. 

The  Hiftory  of  a  Corporation  of  Servants,  difcovered  a  few  Years 
ago  in  the  interior  Parts  of  South  America,  containing  fome  very 
furprifing  Events  and  extraordinary  Chara6lers.  06lavo.  is. 
Dilly.    London.    . 

Confiderations  on  behalf  of  the  Colonifts.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Noble 
Lord.    06tavo.     is.     Almon.     London. 

An  Account  of  feveral  Fiery  Meteors  feen  in  North  America. 
By  FrofefTor  Winthrop. 

The  Grievances  of  the  American  Colonies  candidly  examined. 
Printed,  by  Authority,  at  Providence,  in  Rhode  Ifland.  Oc- 
tavo,    is.    Reprinted.     Almon.    London. 

The  NecefTity  of  repealing  the  American  Stamp  A61  demonf- 
trated:  or,  a  Proof  that  Great  Brition  mufi:  be  injured  by  that 
A61.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    06lavo.     is.    Almon.     London. 

Caracas,  Real  Cedula  de  el  Foundacion  de  la  Real  Compagnia  Gui- 
pufcoana  de  Caracas,     i2mo.    Madrid. 

Sanchez 
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Sanchez  (Ant.  Ribero)  DifTurtation  Siir  rOrigine  de  la  Maladid 
Venerienne,  dans  la  quelle  on  prouve  quelle  na  point  ete  portee 
de  rAmerique.     i2mo.     Paris. 

:Vi(5loria  (Fran.)  Relationes  Theologicae  de  Indis  et  de  Jure  Belli 
contra  eos.     Quarto.     Madrid.         ':^ 

1766. 
De  Surgy,  Melanges  intereflans  &  curieures  ou  Abrige  d'Hifl.  Na- 
^     turelle.  Morale,  &c.  de  TAfie,  Afrique,  TAmerique,  &  de  Terres 
Polaires.     Fig.     10  Tom.     ismo.     Paris. 

Viage  De  Efpana.     i2mo.    6  Tom.     Madrid. 

The  Memoirs  of  Lieutenant  Henry  Timberlake,  who  accompanied 
the  three  Cherokee  Indians  to  England  in  1762,  &c.  &c.  Oc- 
tavo.    3s.  fewed.     Ridley.     London. 

A  Concife  Account  of  North  America,  containing  a  Defcription 
of  the  feveral  Britifh  Colonies  on  that  Continent,  including  the 
Iflands  of  Newfoundland,  Cape  Breton,  &c.  By  Major  Robert 
Rogers.     0<5lavo.    5s.  bound.     Millan.     London. 

A  Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters.  By  Jer.  Dummer. 
Oclavo.     IS.  6d.     Almon.     London. 

The  Importance  of  the  Colonies  of  North  America,  and  the  In- 
tereft  of  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  them,  confidered.  To- 
gether with  Remarks  on  the  Stamp  Duty,  Quarto,  is.  Peat. 
London. 


An 
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An  Examination  of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies,  upon  Principles  of 
Law.  By  a  Gentleman  at  the  Bar.  06lavo.  is.  Dymot. 
London. 

Confiderations  on  the  American  Stamp  A61,  and  on  the  Condu6l 
of  the  Minifter  who  planned  it.     06tavo.  is.  Nicol.    London. 

Confiderations  on  the  Points  lately  brought  into  Queftion  as  to  the 
Parliaments'  Right  of  Taxing  the  Colonies,  and  of  the  Meafures 
to  be  taken  at  this  Crifis.     06lavo.   is.  Dodfley.  London. 

The  Charters  of  the  following  Provinces  of  North  America,  viz. 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Connedlicut,  Rhode  Ifland,  Pennfylvania, 
Maflachufetts  Bay,  and  Georgia.  To  which  is  prefixed,  A  faith- 
ful Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  North  American  Colo- 
nies, in  Confequence  of  the  late  Stamp  A61.  Quarto.  2S.  6d. 
Owen.    London. 

The  general  Oppofition  of  the  Colonies  to  the  Payment  of  the 
Stamp  Duties,  and  the  Confequence  of  enforcing  Obedience  by 
military  Meafures,  impartially  confidered.  Alfo  a  Plan  for 
uniting  them  to  the  Kingdom,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make 
their  Intereft  infeparable  from  ours  for  the  future.  In  a  Letter 
to  a  Member  of  Parliament.     Quarto,     is.    T.Payne.  Lond. 

The  late  Occurrences  in  North  America,  and  Policy  of  Great 
Britain,  confidered.     06tavo.     is.     Almon.     London. 

Some  Stri6lures  on  the  late  Occurrences  in  North  America.  Oc- 
tavo.   6d.    Owen.    London. 

X  The. 
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The  Juftice  and  Necefiity  of  taxing  the  American  Colonies,  demon- 
ftrated.  Together  with  a  Vindication  of  the  Authority  of  Par- 
liament.    06lavo.     IS.     Almon.  ,  London. 

A  Difcourfe  upon  the  Inllitution  of  Medical  Schools  in  America, 
&c.  By  John  Morgan,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  061;avo.  is.  6d. 
Philadelphia  ;  printed  and  fold  by  D.  Wilfon,  London. 

An  Account  of  a  late  Conference  on  the  Occurrences  in  America, 
06lavo.     IS.     Almon.     London, 

Reflections  on  Reprefentation  in  Parliament,  &c.  refpeCling  Ame- 
.    rica.     06lavo.     is.     Almon.     London. 

The  true  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  her  American 
Colonies,  ftated.  By  a  Merchant  of  London,  0<5tavo.  is, 
Kearfley.     London. 

The  Conftitutional  Confiderations  on  the  Power  of  Parliamement 
to  levy  Taxes  on  the  North  American  Colonies,  Quarto.  6d, 
Wilkie.     London, 

The  Legiflative  Authority  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  with  refpe6l 
4:0  North  America,  and  the  Privileges  of  the  Aflemblies  there, 
brfefly  confidered.     By  J.  M.  of  the  Inner  Temple.     06lavo. 
6d.    ^Nicol.     London. 

The  Crifis,  or  A  full  Defence  of  the  Colonies.  06lavo.  is. 
Griffin.     London. 

A  Letter  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  London  Mer- 
chants 
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chants  trading  to  North  America,  &c.  &c.     06lavo.    6d,    Ri- 
chardfon  and  Urquhart.     London. 

The  Adventure  of  a  Bale  of  Goods  from  America,  in  Confequence 
of  the  Stamp  A61.     O6lavo.    6d.     Almon.    London. 

Confiderations  relative  to  the  North  American  Colonies.  06lavo. 
IS.     Kent.    London. 

An  Account  of  Eaft  Florida,  with  Remarks  on  its  future  Import- 
ance to  Trade  and  Commerce.  06tavo.  2s.  Woodfall.  London. 

The  Claim  of  the  Colonies  to  an  Exemption  from  internal  Taxes, 
impofed  by  Authority  of  Parliament,  examined.  In  a  Letter 
from  a  Gentleman  to  his  Friend  in  America,  06lavo.  is, 
W.  Johnfon.     London. 

A  Letter  from  a  Merchant  in  London  to  his  Nephew  in  North 
America,  relative  to  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs  in  the  Colo- 
nies.    061:avo.     is.     Walter.     London. 

An  Application  of  fome  General  Political  Rules  to  the  prefent  State 
of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  America.  In  a  Letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Earl  Temple.     06lavo.  is.  6d.     Almon.     London. 

"The  late  Regulations  refpeciing  the  Britifli  Colonies  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  America  conlidered.  In  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman 
in  Philadelphia,  to  his  Friend  in  London.  O^lavo.  is.  6d, 
Almon.    London. 

Good  Humour,'  or,  Away  with  the  Colonies ;  wherein  is  occa- 

X  3      *•  fionally 
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fionally  enquired  into,  Mr.  Pitt's  Claim  to  Popularity,  and  the 
Principles  of  Virtuous  Liberty,  as  taught  in  the  School  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  other  Peripatetics,     06lavo.     is.     Nicol. 

Scotch  Politics  defeated  in  America.     06lavo.     is.     Williams. 

A  fhort  Hiftory  of  the  Conduct  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  with  re* 
gard  to  the  American  Stamp  A61.     06lavo.     6d.     Almon. 

What  fliould  be  done,  or  Remarks  on  the  Political  State  of  Things. 
Addrefled  to  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  &c.  06lavo.  is. 
Flexney. 

1767. 
Jefuitas — Colecion  General  de  las  Providencias  hafla  aqui  tomadas 
per  il  Gobierno  Sobre,  el  Eflragnimento  y  Occupacion  de  Tem- 
poralidades  de  de  los  Regulares  de  la  Compagnia,  de  Efpana 
Indias,  &c.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

Four  Diflertations  on  the  Reciprocal  Advantages  of  a  perpetual 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  Written  for 
Mr.  Serjeant's  Prize  Medal.  O6tavo.  2S.  Philadelphia.  Re- 
printed for  J.  Payne.     London. 

The  prefent  State  of  Great  Britain  and  North  America,  with  re- 
gard to  Agriculture,  Population,  Trade,  and  M^nufa6lures,  Sec. 
5s.     Becket  and  De  Hondt.     London. 

Two  Papers  on  the  Subje6l  of  Taxing  the  Britilh  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, &c.    06laY0,     6d.     Almon.     London. 

A  Col- 
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A  Colle6lIon  of  Travels  ;  among  others,  Travels  in  America.  Oc- 
tavo.    7  Vols.     2I.  2S.     Knox.     London. 

Authentic  Accounts  of  the  Proceedings  of  Congrefs,  held  at  New 
York  in  17%,  on  the  Subje6l  of  the  American  Stamp  A61. 
06lavo.     is.     Almon.     London. 

The  Examination  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  relative  to  the  Re- 
peal of  the  American  Stamp  A61.  06lavo.  is.  Almon.   London. 

Memoirs  relating  to  the  Government,  Geography,  Natural  and 
Civil  Hiftory  of  Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  colle6led  from  les 
Lettres  Edificantes,  and  the  Travels  of  MilTionaries  of  the  Je- 
fuits'  Order.  By  the  Author  Les  Melanges  Inter eflans  & 
Curieux.     i2mo.     4  Vols.    Paris. 

An  EfTay  upon  the  Queftion,  When  and  how  was  America  peo- 
pled with  Men  and  Animals .?  By  E.  B.  d'E.  ismo.  5  Vols. 
Amfterdam. 

Prefent  State  of  Great  Britain  and  North  America.  06lavo.  2s. 
London. 

1768. 
Sarmiento  de  Gamboa  Viage  al  Eftrecho  de  Magallanes  en  1579, 
1580,  con  Eftampas.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

De  Fonte  of  the  probability  of  a  North  Weft  Paffage.  By  Jef- 
ferys.     Quarto.     London. 

Touron  Hift.  General  de  TAmerique.     14  Tom.     i2mo.    Paris. 

Beatty's 


(     158     ) 

Beatty's  two  Month's  Tour  in  America.     06lavo.     2s.     London. 

Dociimentos  to  Cantes  ala  Perfecucion  que  los  Regulares  de  la 
Compagnia  Sufcitaron  contra  Don  B.  De  Cardenas  Obifpo  de 
Paraguay.     Quarto.     Madrid. 

Jefuitas,  Retrato  de  los  Jefuitas,  formado  al  Natural.  Quarto. 
2  Vols.     Madrid. 

Relacion  Abreviada,  de  la  Republica  que  los  Religiofo  Jefuitas  elta- 
beleceraon.     ismo. 

Idea  del  Origen,  Gobierno,  &c.  de  la  Compagnia  de  Jefus.  06lavo. 
Madrid. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  MalTachufetts  Bay,  from  the  firfl  Set- 
tlement in  1628,  until  its  Incorporation  with  the  Colony  of  Ply- 
mouth, Province  of  Main,  &c.  By  Charter  of  William  and 
Mary  in  1691.  By  • — —  Hutchifon,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
MalTachufetts  Province.    06lavo.   6d.    Richardfon.    London. 

The  firft  Meafures  neceffary  to  be  taken  in  the  American  Depart- 
ment.    Quarto.     2s.  6d.     Nicol.     London. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  on  the  Con- 
ne6lion  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies. 
06tavo.     IS.     Becket.     London. 

Ripia  (Juan  De  la)  Pra6lica  de  la  Adminiftracion  y  Cobranza  de  las 
Rentas  reales.    Folio.    Mad. 

Mariana 
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Mariana  (P.  Juan  De).  Difcurfo  de  las  Enfermedades  de  la  Com- 
pagnia  de  Jefus,     Quarto,     Mad. 

Roma  y  Rofell  (D.  Franc.)  las  Segnales  de  la  felicidad  de  Efpaiia 
y  Medios  de  Hacerias,  efficaces.     06lavo.     Mad. 

Letters  from  a  Farmer  in  Pennfylvania  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Britifh  Colonies.     Octavo.     2s.     Almon.     London. 

The  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies  (the  Fourth  Edition)  wherein 
their  Right  and  Conilitution,  are  difcuffed  and  ftated.  By 
Thomas  Pownall,  late  Governor  of  Mafiachufetts  Bay  and  South 
Carolina,  &c.     06tavo.     5s.     In  Boards.    Walter,    London, 

Continued  Corruption,  Standing  Armies,  and  popular  Difcon- 
tents,  confidered  ;  and  the  Eftablifliment  of  the  Engliili  Colonies 
in  America,  &c.  &c.     Quarto.     Almon.     London. 

17%. 
Cluny's  American  Traveller.    Cuts.     Quarto.     London. 

!Firmin  Defcription  de  Surinam.     Fig.     2  Tom.     06tavo.     Amfl. 

Bancroft's  Natural  Hiflory  of  Guiana.     06lavo. 

Concilios  Provinciales  Primero  y  Segundo  Celebrados  en  la  muy 
leal  Ciudad  de  Mexico  en  los  Agnos  de  1555  &  15^5.  Folio. 
Mex.  _ 

Feyjo  (Benit.  Geron.)  Efpanolas  Americanos,  &c.    Mad. 

Soluclon 


• 
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Soliicion  del  gran  Problema  Hiilorico  Sobre  la  Poblacion  de  la 
America,  die.     R. 

Mimoz  (D.  Antonio)  Difcurfo  fobre  Economia  Politica.  06\avo. 
Mad. 

Ortega  (D.  Cafimero  De)  Refumen  Hiftorico  del  primer  Viage 
Hecho  al  redidor  del  Mimdo.     Quarto.     Mad. 

Sebara  De  Sylva  (Jos.  De)  Recueil  Chronologique  &  Analytique 
'  de  tout  ce  qu'a  fait  en  Portugal,  la  Societe  dite  de  Jefus,  depuis 
fon  Entree,  dans  ce  Royaume  en  154,0,  jufqu  a  fon  Expulfion 
^759-     ismo.     3  Vols.    Lifb. 

Segni  (D.  Diego  Raymundo)  Antiquario  Noticiofa  General  de 
Efpana  y  Sus  Indios.     i2mo. 

Thoughts  on  the  Origin  and  Nature  of  Government,  occafioned 
by  the  late  Difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American 
Colonies,  Written  in  the  Year  1766.  06lavo.  is.  Becket. 
London. 

The  Cafe  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  addrefied  to  the  King 
and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  06tavo.  is.  Becket.  London. 

A  ihort  Review  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  Maflachufetts  Bay, 
with  refpe6l  to  its  original  Charter  and  Conftitution.  06lavo, 
is.  €d,    Wilkie.    London. 

The  Controverfy  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  061  avo. 
4s.  fevved.    Almon.    London. 

The 
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The  Rights  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Extent  of  the  Leglflatlve 
Authority  of  Great  Britain,  briefly  flated  and  confidered,  06lavo. 
6d,     Nourfe.     London. 

Shall  I  go  to  War  with  my  American  Brethren  ?     A  Difcourfe 
from  Judges  XX.  28.   Addrefled  to  all  concerned  in  determining 
,    that  Important  Queftion.     06tavo.     is.     Kearfley.     London. 

A  Vindication  of  the  Britifli  Colonies.  By  James  Otis,  Efq.  of 
Boflon.  06tavo.  is.  Bofton,  printed.  Reprinted  for  Almon. 
London. 

An  Appendix  to  the  prefent  State  of  the  Nation,  containing  a  Re- 
ply to  the  Obfervations  on  that  Pamphlet.  06lavo.  is.  Al- 
mon.    London. 

Confiderations  on  the  Dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  with  Obfer- 
vations on  a  Pamphlet,  intitided,  The  Prefent  State  of  the  Na- 
tion.    Octavo.     2s.     Almon.     London. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Rights  of  the  Britifli  Colonies,  intended  as  an 
- .  Anfwer  to  the  Regulations  lately  made  concerning  the  Colonies, 

&c.     By  Richard  Bland,  of  Virginia.    O6lavo.    WilliamflDurgh, 

printed  ;  London,  printed  for  Almon. 

The  Journal  of  a  Two  Months  Tour  ;  with  a  View  of  promoting 
Religion  among  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania,  &c. 
By  Charles  Beatty,  A.  M.  06lavo.  is.  6d.  Davenhill.  London. 

The  true  Confl:itutional  Means  of  putting  an  End  to  the  Difputes 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies.  •  06tavo.  is. 
Becket.     London. 

Y  '      A  Letter 
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A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  on  the  prefent 
Situation  of  Affairs  in  America.  In  which  the  Arguments  in 
favour  of  the  Colonies,  are  placed  in  a  new  Point  of  View,  and 
their  Rights  and  Privileges  are  inconteftibly  demonftrated,  &c. 
&c.  &c.     06lavo.     2s.     Kearfley.    London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Review  of  the  Controverfy  between  Great 
and  her  Colonies.    06lavo.     is.    Becket, 

The  Prefent  State  of  Liberty  in  Great  Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies. By  an  Englifhman.  06lavo.  6d.  Johnfon  and 
Page. 

A  Defcription  of  Eaft  Florida,  with  a  Journal  kept  by  John  Bar- 
tram,  of  Philadelphia,  Botanift  to  his  Majefty  for  the  Floridas, 
upon  a  Journey  from  St.  Auguftine  upon  the  River  St.  John's^ 
as  far  as  the  Lakes  ;  with  Explanatory  Notes.  Illuftrated  with 
an  accurate  Map  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  another  of  the  Bay  of 
Efpiritu  Santo.     Quarto.     5s.    Sewed.     NicoL 

1770. 
Echavari  (D.  Bernardo  Ibagnez  de)  El  Reyno  Jefuitico  del  Para- 
guay Exft.  Colle6lion  de  Documentos.    Quarto.     R.    Mad. 

Salazar  de  Mendoza  (D.  Pedros)  Monarquiae  de  Efpana.  Foir 
Mad.  (? 

Relation  du  Bombardement  et  Siege  de  Quebec.  Par  un  Jefuit  de 
Canada.  With  an  Englifh  Tranflation  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Alcock,  of  St.  Budeaux,  near  Plymouth^  06lavo.  Yates ► 
London. 

Concilium 
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Concilium  Mexicanuih  Provinciale  Tertium  Celebratum  Mexici, 
Alio  158^.    Folio.     Mex. 

Lorenza  (Don  Fr.  Ant.)  Arzobifpo  de  Mexico,  a  hora  de  Toledo, 
Hiftoria  de  Niieva  Efpafia,  efcrita  por  fu  EfclarecideConquiftador 
Hernan  Cortez.  Au  Mentada  can  otros  Documentos  y  Notas, 
Folio.    Mex, 

fii  fhort  Defcription  of  South  Carolina,  with  an  Account  of  the 
Air,  Weather,  and  Difeafes,  at  Charles  Town.  Written  in  the 
Year  17^3.     06tavo.     is.     Hinton.     London. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  his  Majefty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  on  the  prefent  Situation  of 
Affairs  in  the  Ifland  of  Granada.     0(5tavo.     is.    Wilkie. 

The  Siege  of  Quebec,  a  Poem.    Quarto.    Fletcher. 

Obfervation  on  the  Bones,  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  Elephant *s 
Bones,  which  have  been  found  near  the  River  Ohio,  in  America. 
By  William  Hunter,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.     London. 

Audi  Alteram  Partem ;  or,  A  Counter  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon. 

the  Earl  of  H— 11 gh,  his  M 's  P -1  S y  of  S— e 

for  the  Colonies,  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  in  the  Ifland  of 
G — n — a.     Octavo,     gs.     Nicol. 

Extra6l  of  a  Letter  from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Maf* 
fachufetts  Bay,  to  their  Agent  Dennys  De  Berdt,  Efq.  with  fome 
Remarks.     06lavo.    6d.     Oliver. 

Ys  Obfervations 
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Obfervaticns  on  feveral  A6ls  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  4th,  6th, 
and  7th  Years  of  his  prefent  Majefty.  Piiblifhed  by  the  Mer- 
chants of  Bofton,  Printed  by  Edes  and  Gill.  Reprinted  by 
Kearlley,  &c.    London. 

A  Concife  Hiftorical  View  of  the  Difficulties,  Hardfliips,  and 
Perils,  which  attended  the  planting  and  progreflive  Improve- 
ments of  New  England  ;  with  a  particular  Account  of  its  long 
and  dellrud^ive  Wars,  expenfive  Expeditions,  &c.  By  Amos 
Adams.  06lavo.  is.  Bofton.  Reprinted  for  E.  and  C.  Dilly, 
London. 

Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  Ele61:ricity,  made  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  America.  By  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.  F.  R.  S.  Quarto, 
los.  6d.     Henry.     London. 

Letters  to  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  the 
Archbifliops  and  Bilhops,  on  the  Diflentions  in  the  Ifland  of 
Grenada.  By  —  Pliny,  Junior.  06lavo.  is.  Wil'kie.  London. 

Some  Account  of  the  Britifh  Dominions  beyond  the  Atlantic.  By 
W.  Doyle,  LL  B.    06lavo.     2s.  6d.     Domville. 

A  Short  Account  of  the  horrid  MafTacre  m  Bofton,  In  the  Evening 
of  the  5th  of  March,  by  the  Soldiers  of  the  29th  Regiment  with 
the  14th.  06lavo.  2s.  Printed  by  order  of  the  Town  of  Bofton.. 
Reprinted  by  Dilly,  Bingley,  &c.     London. 

Political  Dete6Vion  ;  or,  The  Treachery  and  Tyranny  of  Admmi- 
ftration  both  at  home  and  abroad.  By  Junius  Americanus* 
Oclavo.     IS.    Oliver,    London. 

The 


The  American  Gazette :  Being  a  Colle(5lion  of  all  the  authentic 
AddrefTes,  Memorials,  Petitions,  and  other  Papers  which  have 
been  publifhed  from  the  Date  of  the  circular  Letters  fent  from  the 
Aflembly  of  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  Feb.  1768,  to  the  prefent 
Time.     No.  6.     061:avo.     is.  6d.     Kearfley.     London. 

An  Hiflorical  Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Marian  Iflands,  in  the 
Years  1763  and  1764  ;  and  of  two  Voyages  to  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  with  an  Account  of  the  Patagonians.  By  Abbe  Per- 
nety.     0(5tavo.     2  Vols.     Berlin. 

Philofophical  Enquiries  concerning  the  Americans  ;  or,  Interefting 
Memoirs  towards  a  Hiftory  of  the  Human  Species.  By  M.  P. 
In  2  Vols.  i2mo.     1768  and  1769.     Decker.     Berlin. 

A  fair  Account  of  the  late  unhappy  Difturbances  at  Bofton,  in 
New  England.     Oclavo.     is.  6d.     White.     London. 

Confiderations  on  the  Expediency  of  admitting  Reprefentatives 
from  the  American  Colonies  into  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 
06lavo.     is.    White. 

1771. 
Travels  into  North  America,  containing  its  Natural  Hiftory,  and 
a  Circumftantial  Account  of  its  Plantations  and  Agriculture,  &c. 
&c.  French  and  Englifh.  By  John  Reinhold  Forfter,  F.  A.  S. 
Enriched  with  a  Map,  Cuts,  and  Notes.  06tavo.  3  Vols.  18s. 
Lowndes.     London. 

BofTus  Travels  through  Louifiana.     By  J.  R.  Fofter.     2   Vols. 
06tavo.    London. 

Hiftory 
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Hillory  of  the  Buccaneers  of  America.    2  Vols.  ismo.    Lon- 
don. 

A  General  Hiftory  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America — including 
all  the  Countries  in  North  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  ceded 
by  the  Peace  of  Paris.  By  Mr.  Wynne.  06lavo.  a  Vols, 
los.  6d.     Richardfon  and  Urquhart.     London. 

The  Prefent  State  of  the  European  Settlements  on  the  Mifliffippi, 
with  a  Geographical  Defcription  of  that  River,  illuftrated  by 
Plans  and  Draughts.  ByCapt.  Philip  Pittman.  Quarto.  6's. 
Nourfe.     1770. 

A  Letter  to  the  Governors  of  the  College  of  New  York,  refpe6ling 
the  Colle6lion  that  was  made  in  this  Kingdom  in  1762  and 
1763,  for  the  College  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  By  Sir 
James  Jay,  Knight,     O6lavo.     is.    Kearfley.  . 

Tranfa(5tions  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia. Quarto.  12s.  Printed  by  Bradford,  in  Philadelphia> 
and  fold  by  Dilly  in  London.  , 

A  Catalogue  of  the  Animals  of  North  America,  containing  an 
Enumeration  of  the  known  Quadrupeds,  Birds,  Reptiles,  Fifh, 
Infe6ls,  &c.  many  of  which  were  never  defcribed  before;  to 
which  are  added,  fhort  Dire6lions  for  colle6ling,  preferving,  and 
tranfplanting  all  Seeds  of  Natural  Curiofities.  By  John  Rein- 
hold  Forfter,  F.  A.  S.     Oftavo.     is.     White. 

Flora  Americas  Septentrionalis,  or  a  Catalogue  of  the  Plants  of 
North  America,    containing  an  Enumeration  of  the    known 

Herbs, 
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Herbs,  5hrubs,  and  Trees,  many  of  which  are  but  lately  dlfco- 
vered.    By  J.  R.  Forfler,    06lavo.     is.    White.    London. 

1772. 
De  Ulloa  (Ant.)  Noticias  Americanas  Entretenimientos  Phyficos 
Hiftoricos,  Sobre  la  America,  Meridional  y  la  Septentrional  Ori- 
ental.   Quarto.    Madrid. 

De  Pauw,  Richerches  Philofophiques  Sur  les  Americanis.  3  Tom, 
i2mo.     Cleve. 

Vie  de  Venerable  Dom.  Jean  Palafox  Eveque  de  TAngolepolis. 
i2mo.     Colog. 

Viera  y  Clairjo  (D.  Jof.)  Noticias  de  la  Hifloria  general  de  las 
Iflas  de  Canada.     Quarto.     3  Tom.     Madrid. 

Travels  through  that  Part  of  North  America  formerly  called  Loui* 
fiana.  By  Mr.  BofTu,  Captain  in  the  French  Marines.  Tranf- 
lated  from  the  French  by  John  Reinhold  Forfter,  F.  R.  S.  illuf- 
trated  with  Notes  relative  chiefly  to  Natural  Hiftory.  To  which 
is  added,  by  the  Tranflator,  a  Syftematic  Catalogue  of  all  the 
known  Plants  of  Englifli  North  America,  or  a  Flora  Americse 
Septentronialis.  Together  with  an  Abllra6l  of  the  mod  ufeful 
and  neceflary  Articles  contained  in  Peter  Loefling's  Travels 
through  Spain  andCumana,  in  South  America.  06lavo.  2  Vols, 
in  boards,     los.  6d.     Davis. 

Journal  of  a  Voyage,  made  by  Order  of  the  Royal  Society,  to 
Churchill  River,  on  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  Hudfon's  Bay  ;  of 
thirteeen  *  Months    Refidence  in  that  Country  ;    and  of  the 

Voyage 
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Voyage  back  to  England,  in  the  Years  1768,  and  17%.  Quarto, 
il.  IS.     Nourfe,  &c.     London. 

An  Account  of  the  Indian  Pink,  by  Alexander  Garden,  M.  D. 
in  CharleftoWn,  South  Carolina,  Member  of  the  Royal  Society 
at  Upfal,  and  of  the  Philofophical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

Political  EfTays,  concerning  the  prefent  State  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire.    Quarto,     il.  is. 

Report  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Trade  and  Plantation  on  the  Pe- 
tition of  the  Honourable  Thomas  Walpole,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Sargeant,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  Efquires,  and  their  Af- 
fociates,  for  a  Grant  of  Lands  on  the  River  Ohio,  in  North 
America,  for  the  Purpofe  of  ere6ting  a  New  Government ;  with 
Obfervations  and  Remarks.     06lavo.     2s.    Almon. 

Tranfa6lions  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia for  promoting  ufeful  Knowledge.  Vol.  IL  from  Janu- 
ary ift,  1769,  to  January  ift,  1771.  Quarto.  12s.  Philadel- 
phia, printed  by  Bradford;  and  fold  by  Dilly,  London. 

The  Art  of  planting  and  cultivating  the  Vine  ;  alfo,  of  making,  fin- 
ing, and  preferving  Wines,  &c.  By  Louis  de  Saint  Pierre,  Efq. 
J.  P.  of  Grenville  County,  and  Captain  of  the  Company  of 
MiUtia  of  New  Bourdeaux,  in  South  Carolina,  ismo.  5s.  3d. 
Wilkie.   London. 

Jefuitas  Collecion  de  las  Applicaciones  que  fe  van  haciendo  de  las 
cunis  Cafas  y'  Coligios,  que  fueron  de  la  Compagnia  de  Jefus, 
expatriados,  de  eftos  Reales  Dominos.     Quarto.  2  Vols.     Lima. 
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1773- 
The  Hiftory  of  the  Britifli  Dominions  in  North  America,  from  the 

firft  Difcovery  of  that  vaft  Continent  by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  in 

1497,  to  its  prefent  Eftabhfhment,  as  confirmed  by  the  Peace  of 

1763.     Quarto,     il.  is.     Becket.    London. 

The  Advantages  of  a  Settlement  on  the  Ohio,  in  North  America, 
06lavo.     IS.     Ridley.     London. 

Confiderations  on  the  State  of  the  Sugar  Iflands.  In  a  Letter  ad* 
dreffed  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  North.  By  a  Weft-India  Planter. 
06lavo.     IS.     Bladon.     London. 

J^etters  to  an  Officer,  ftationed  at  Michilimackinack,  in  North 
America,  including  many  interefting  Events,  ismo.  is.  6d% 
fewed.     Leacroft.    London. 

Abbe  Chappe's  Voyage  to  California.  Compiled  and  Publiflied  by 
M.  Cafini  the  Younger,  &c.    Thin  Quarto.    Paris. 

The  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Freeholders,  and  other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  in  New  England.  Publifhed  by 
Order  of  the  Town  on  the  prefent  alarming  Difcontents  in  Ame- 

.:,(rica.     06tavo.     is.     Reprinted  by  Wilkie.     London. 

An  Account  of  the  Voyages  undertaken  by  Order  of  his  prefent* 
Majefty  for  making  Difcoveries  in  the  Southern  Hemifphere,  &c. 
Quarto.     5I.  3s.  boards.    Cadell.     London. 

Hiftory  of  the  late  War  in  North  America,  and  the  Iflands  in  the 
Weft  Indies.     Including  the  Campaigns  of  17G3  and  176:$, 

%  againfti 
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againd  his  MajeHy's  Indian  Enemies,  By  Thomas  Mante,  Af- 
fiftant  Engineer  during  the  Siege  of  the  Havanna,  and  Major 
of  a  Brigade  in  the  Campaign  of  1764.  Quarto,  il.  11s.  6d. 
boards.    Cadell.     London. 

The  Hiftory  of  a  Voyage  to  Falkland  Ifland,  in  1763  and  1764, 
under  the  Command  of  M.  de  Bougainville ;  and  of  two  Voyages 
to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  with  an  Account  of  the  Patago- 
nians.  Tranflated  from  Dom.  Penety's  Hiftorical  Journal,  writ- 
ten in  French,  with  Copper -plates.  Quarto,  los.  6d.  Gold- 
fmith,  &c.    London, 

^774. 
Letters  of  Governor  Hutchifon  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Oliver, 

&c.     Printed  at  Bofton.     And  the  Proceedings  of  the  Lords 

Committee  of  Council.     Together  with  the  Subftance  of  Mr. 

Wedderburn's  Speech  relating  to  thofe  Letters.    06lavo.     ss. 

Wiikie.     London,  .(tfno:. 

lijoY.  9fir  :nflR3.i4 

Confiderations  on  certain  Political  Tranfadlions  of  the  Province 

of  South  Carolina.     O^avo.     is.     Cadell.      Ti  ijii:. 

The  Petition  of  Mr.  Bollan,  Agent  for  the  Council  of  the  Province 
of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  to  the  King  and  Council.  Quarto.  6d. 
Almon. 

The  Rights  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature  to  tax  the  American  Colo- 
nies, and  the  Means  of  aflerting  that  propofed.  Odiavo.  is. 
Becket. 

The  American  Crifis.  By  W.  Allen,  Efq.  Odavo.  is.  6d.   CadelL 

A  Brief 
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A  Brief  Review  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs,  Services  and  Sufferings 
of  New  England.     06lavo.    6d.     Buckland. 

Colonifing  ;   or,    A  Plain  Inveftigation  on  that  Subjedl,   with  a 
?'•  Legiflative,   Political,   and  Commercial  View  of  our  Colonies, 
guarto.     IS.     Brotherton. 

^r 

America  vindicated  from  the  high  Charge  of  Ingratitude  and  Re- 
bellion. By  a  Friend  to  both  Countries.  06\avo.  is.  Devizes 
printed,  and  fold  by  Ridley,  &c.  in  London. 

The  Bermudian ;  a  Poem.  By  Nathaniel  Tucker.  Quarto,  is.  6d» 
.    Cadell.  .>iai:K :. 

Confiderations  on  thie  Meafures  carrying  on  with  refpe6l  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  Colonies  in  North  America.    06lavo.  is.  6d.     Baldwin. 

A  Journal  to  the  South  Seas,  in  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  Endeavour, 
&c.     Folio,     il.  5s.     Richardfon. 

Sele6l  Letters  on  the  Trade  and  Government  of  America.    Writ- 
ten by  Governor  Bernard,  at  Bofton,  in  the  Years  1763,  17^4» 
^7%»  17^^,  i7^7»  and  1768.     06tavo.     2s.     Payne. 

A  Plan  to  reconcile  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and  preferve 
the  Dependency  of  America.    06favo.     is.    Almon. 

A  Short  Review  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  MafTachufetts  Bay. 
By  Ifrael  Maudit.    0<5lavo.     is.  6d.    Wilkie. 

Anfwer  to  Confiderations  on  certain  Political  Tranfadlions  of  the 
Province  of  South  Carolina.    Odavo.     is.     Almon*      .         : 

Z  3  Two 
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Two  Chapters  of  the  lafi:  Book  of  Chronicles,  relative  to  the  Dif-, 
putes  between  Englifhmen  in  Europe  and  in  America,  By  an 
Old  Englifii  Merchant.     06iavo.     is.     Almon. 

The  Report  of  the  Lords  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Hoiife  of 
Lords  to  enquire  into  the  feveral  Proceedings  in  the  Colony  of 
Maflachufetts  Bay.     Odavo.     2S.     Bingley. 

A  Speech  intended  to  have  been  fpoken  on  the  Bill  for  altering  the 
Charters  of  the  Colony  of  Maflachufetts  Bay.  061:avo.  is* 
Cadell. 

A  true  State  of  the  proceedings  in  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
and  in  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  relative  to  the  giving^ 
and  granting  the  Money  of  the  People  of  that  Province,  and  of 
America,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  which  they  are  not  re- 
prefented.     Folio.     2S.     Bingley. 

The  Speech  of  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  of  Chatham,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  upon  reading  the  Amendments  in  the  Quebec 
Bill,  on  Friday,  the  17th  of  June.     Folio.     6d.     Johnfon. 

Thoughts  on  the  A61  for  making  more  efFe6lual  Provifion  for  the 
Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.     06lavo.    is.    Becket, 

Hiftory  of  Jamaica ;  or,  General  Survey  of  the  Ancient  and  Mo- 
dern State  of  that  Ifland.  Illuftrated  with  Copper  Plates* 
Quarto.     3  Vols.     3I.  3s.    Lowndes^ 

Obfervations  on  the  A61  of  Parliament,  commonly  called  the  Bof- 
ton  Port  Bill.  By  Jofiah  Quincy,  Junior,  Counfellor  at  Law  in 
Boflon.  Bofton,  printed.  Odavo.  is.  6d.  Reprinted  for 
Dilly.    London. 

An 
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An  Argument  in  Defence  of  the  exclufive  Right  claimed  by  the 
Colonies  to  tax  themfelves.  Odtavo.  ss.  6d.  Brotherton.  Lond. 

The  Jiiftice  and  Policy  of  the  late  A61  of  Parliament,  for  making 
more  effe6lual  Provifion  for  the  Government  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  aflerted  and  proved  ;  and  the  Condu6l  of  Adminiftra- 
tion,  refpeiSling  that  Province,  ftated,  and  vindicated.  0(5lavo. 
IS.  6d.     Wilkie. 

A  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  the  Quebec  Bill.  Odtavo. 
IS.     Cadell.     London. 

The  Petitions  of  Mr.  Bollan,  Agent  for  the  Council  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  prefented  to  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  A  Defence  againft  the  Charge  of  certain  Mifde- 
meanors.     Quarto,     is.  6d.     Almon.     London, 

A  new  EfTay,  (by  the  Pennfylvanian  Farmer)  on  the  conftitutional 
Power  of  Great  Britain  over  the  Colonies  in  America.  06lavo. 
2S,    Almon. 

American  Independence  the  Intereft  and  Glory  of  Great  Britain. 
In  a  Series  of  Letters  to  the  Legiflature.     Odlavo.     Wilkie. 

A  Summary  View  of  the  Rights  of  Britifh  America.  06lavo, 
is.  6d.    Kearfley. 

A  Defcription  of  Patagonia,  and  the  adjoining  Parts  of  South 
America.  By  T.  Falkner,  who  refided  near  forty  Years  in 
thofe  Parts.  Quarto.  7s.  6d.  boards.  Herefordj printed;  and 
fold  by  Lewis,  London. 

Prefent 
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Prefent  State  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  including  America.  By  the 
Rev.  John  Entick,  M.  A.  and  other  Gentlemen.  06lavo.  4  Vols, 
il.  4s.    Law. 

An  Appeal  to  the  Juftice  and  Interefts  of  the  People  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  prefent  Difpute  with  America.  By  an  Old  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament.    06lavo.     is.     Almon. 

A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  on  the  Prefent  unhappy 
Difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  06tavo. 
IS.  6d.     Walker. 

The  Interefts  of  the  Merchants  and  Manufa6lurers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  the  prefent  Conteft  with  her  Colonies,  ftated  and  con- 
fidered.    06lavo.     is.     Cad  ell. 

A  very  fliort  and  candid  Appeal  to  Free  Born  Britons.  By  an 
American.    O6lavo.     is.    Axtell. 

A  Speech  never  intended  to  be  fpoken,  in  Anfwer  to  a  fpeech  in- 
tended to  have  been  fpoken,  on  the  Bill  for  altering  the  Charter 
of  the  Colony  of  MalTachufetts  Bay.     06lavo.     is.     Knox. 

Great  Britain's  Right  to  tax  the  Colonies  placed  in  the  cleareft 
Light,  by  a  Swifs.     06lavo.     is.     Davenhill. 

A  Letter  from  a  Virginian  to  the  Members  of  the  Congrefs,  &c. 
Bofton,  printed.    Octavo,     is.    Wilkie.     London. 

Thoughts  of  a  Traveller  upon  our  American  Difputes.  Sketch 
of  the  prefent  Reign,  &c.  &c.    Octavo,     is.  6'd.     Kearfley. 

Smithurft's 
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Srnltlmrft's  (G.)  Narrative  of  an  Extraordinary  Efcape  from  the 
Indians.     Quarto. 

partram's  Defer iption  of  Eail  Florida.  Cuts.  Quarto.    Falconers. 

Falconer's  Account  of  Patagonia,  with  Maps.     Quarto.     Hereford. 

Campomanes  (De  Pedro  Rodrig.)  Difcurfo  Sobre  el  fomento  dela 

Induftria  popular.    0(5lavo.     Mad.  — 

.^i  .    ■  ■  •  "^^^> 

Guatemala — Razon  pun6lual  de  los  Succeflos  mas  Memorabiles,  y 
de  los  eftragos  y  dannos  que  ha  Padecido  la  rinda  de  Guatemala. 
Folio. 

1775. 
Gafpr.  De  Efcalona  Gazophylacium  Regium  Penebicum.     Folio. 

Mad.  ,      ^  -1 

Fraflb  (Pet.)  Sardus  Turritanus,  de  regio  Patronatu  Indiarum. 
2  Tom,    Folio.     Mad. 

Campomanes  (De  Pedro  Rodrig.)  Difcurfo  Sobre  la  Educacion  po- 
pular de  los  Artefanos.     06lavo.     5  Vol.     Mad. 

Pownall  on  the  Adminiflration  of  the  Britifh  Colonies .  Part  the 
Second.     06lavo.     2s.  6d.    Walker. 

Speech  of  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  on  American  Taxation,  April  19th, 
Quarto.     2s.  6d.     Dodfley. 

A  friendly  Addrefs  to  all  reafonable  Americans,  on  the  Subje6t  of 

our 
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our  Political  Confufions.  New  York,  printed.  0<5lavo.  is.6d» 
Richardfon  and  Urquhart.     London. 

Free  Thoughts  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congrefs> 
held  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  5,  1774.  By  a  Farmer.  New  York, 
printed.     06lavo.     is.     Richardfon  and  Urquhart.     London. 

A'Complaint  to  the of ,  againft  a  Pamphlet,  entituled, 

a  Speech  intended  to  have  been  fpoken  on  the  Bill  for  altering 
the  Charters  of  the  Colony  of  MafTachufetts  Bay.  06lavo.  is. 
White. 

Three  Letters  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  on  the  Subje6t  of  the 
prefent  Difpute  with  our  American  Colonies.  06lavo.  is.  6d. 
Lowndes. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  M— d,  on  the  American  Af- 
fairs ;  from  a  Member  of  Parliament.    06lavo.     is.    Almon. 

Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Conteft  between  Adminiilration  and  the 
Britifli  Colonies  in  America.     061avo.     is.     Browne. 

Extra6ls  from  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  American  Conti- 
nental Congrefs,  held  at  Philadelphia,  5th  Sept.  1774.  Odavo. 
IS.  6d,     Almon.  ' 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congrefs,  &c.    061avo.     is.  6d. 
.    Dilly. 

Authentic  Papers  from  America ;  fubmitted  to  the  difpaflionate 
Confideration  of  the  Public.     Odavo.     is.  6d.     Becket. 

A  Plan 
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A  Plan  for  conciliating  the  Jarring  Political  Interefts  of  Great 
Britain,  and  her  North  American  Colonies.  06tavo.  6d. 
Ridley. 

The  Rights  of  the  Englifti  Colonies  ellabliflied  in  America,  ftated 
and  defended.     06lavo,     is.  6d.     Almon. 

The  refpe6live  Pleas  and  Arguments  of  the  Mother  Countryj  and 
of  the  Colonies,  diftin6tly  fet  forth.  By  Jofiah  Tucker,  D.  D* 
Dean  of  Gloucefter.     06lavo.     is.     Cadell. 

A  Letter  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  in  Anfwer  to  that  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  American  Congrefs.  06lavo.  is.  Newbery* 
London* 

Confideration  on  the  Meafures  carrying  on  with  refpe6l  to  the 
Britiih  Colonies  in  North  America.  Second  Edition.  06tavo» 
2S.     Baldwin,  &c.    London, 

The  Prefent  Crifis  with  Refpedt  to  America,  confidered*  06tavol 
1  s .     Becket .     London. 

A  Plan  offered  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  to  the  Houle  of  Lords, 
"  A  Provifional  A61  for  fettling  the  Troubles  in  America,  and 
"  for  aflerting  the  Supreme  Legiflative  Authority  of  Great 
"  Britain,  &c/*  which  was  reje6led,  and  not  fuffered  to  lie  on 
Table.    Quarto,     is.     Almoa 

The  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on 
Friday  the  20th  of  Jan.     Quarto,     is*    Kearfley. 

A  a  The 
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The  American  Querift.  By  a  North  American.  06lavo.  6d, 
New  York,  Rivington.     Ricbardfon,  London. 

Some  Candid  Suggeftions  towards  Accommodation  of  Differences 
with  America.     06lavo.     6d.     Cadell. 

The  Congrefs  Canvafied  ;  or,  An  Examination  into  the  Condu6l 
of  the  Delegates  at  their  Grand  Convention,  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, Sept.  1,  1774.  By  A.  W.  Farmer,  Author  of  Free 
Thoughts.  06lavo.  is.  New  York,  printed.  Reprinted  by 
Richardfon  and  Urquhart.     London. 

A  View  of  the  Controverfy  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
nies. A.  W.  Farmer.  06lavo.  is.6d.  Richardfon.  London^ 

An  Addrefs  to  Lord  M d  ;  in  which  the  Meafures  of  Govern- 
ment refpe6f  ing  America  are  confidered  in  a  new  Light ;  with  a 
View  to  his  Lordfhip's  Interpofition.     06lavo.     is.     Almon. 

The  Supremacy  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature  over  the  Colonies,  cart- 
didly  difcufled.    06lavo.     is.     Johnfon. 

A  Short  Addrefs  to  the  Government,  the  Merchants,  Manufac^ 
tures,  and  the  Colonifts  in  America  and  the  Sugar  Iflands,  on 
the  prefent  State  of  Affairs.  By  a  Member  of  Parliament.  Oc- 
tavo,    is.     Robinfon. 

Governor  Johnllone's  Speech  on  the  Queflion  of  re-committing  the 
Addrefs  declaring  the  Colonies  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  in  Rebel- 
lion.   O6I4YO.    6d.    Allen. 

Remarks 
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Remarks  on  the  Patriot.  Including  fome  Hints  refpe6ling  the 
Americans.     06lavo.     is.     Richardfon  and  Urquhart. 

An  Account  of  the  laft  Expedition  to  Port  Egmont,  in  Falkland's 
Ifland.     By  Bernard  Penrofe.     06lavo.     is.  6d.    Johnfon. 

Taxation  no  Tyranny.    06lavo.     is.  6d.    Cadell. 

The  Speech  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  Feb.  8,  relative  to  a  Motion 
made  by  Lord  North  on  the  American  Taxation  Bills.  Folio. 
3d.    E.  Johnfon. 

What  think  you  of  the  Congrefs  now  ?  Addrefled  to  the  General 
Aflembly  convened.  New  York.  O6lavo.  is.  6d.  Reprinted 
for  Richardfon  and  Urquhart,  London. 

A  Plan  of  a  propofed  Union  with  America. 

A  Conciliatory  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies,  on  the  prefent  important  Crifis.   0(5lavo.    is,  Wilkie. 

A  Narrative  of  an  extraordinary  Efcape  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  By  Gamaliel  Smithuril, 
late  Member  of  the  Aflembly,  &c.  in  the  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia.     Quarto,     is.  6d.     Bew. 

An  Anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  Taxation  no  Tyranny.  Oc- 
tavo,    is.  6d.     Almon. 

Tyranny  Unmalked  :  an  Anfwer  to  a  late  Pamphlet,  entitled 
Taxation  no  Tyranny.    O6lavo.     is.  6d.    Flexney. 

A  a  a  Taxation 
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Taxation  Tyranny:   addrefled  to  SamuelJohnfon,  L.  L.  D.  Oc* 
tavo.    2s.    Bew» 

The  Pamphlet  entitled  Taxation  no  Tyranny,  expofed  and  re- 
futed.    06tavo.     2s.     Davis. 

Refiftance  no  Rebellion  ;  in  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  Taxation  no 
Tyranny.     06lavo.     is.     Bell. 

The  Subftance  of  the  Evidence  on  the  Petition  prefented  by  the 
Weft  India  Planters  and  Merchants  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
as  it  was  introduced  at  the  Bar,  and  fummed  up  by  Mr.  Glover, 
March  the  i6th.     06lavo.     is.     Cadell. 

A  Letter  to  Lord  Camden,  on  the  Bill  for  reftraining  the  Trade 
and  Fifliery  of  the  four  Provinces  of  New  England.  06lavo. 
is.     Cadell. 

A  Speech  intended  to  have  been  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, in  Support  of  the  Petition  from  the  General  Congrefs  at 
Philadelphia.    061:avo.     is.  6d.    Almon. 

An  Eflay  on  the  Nature  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Condu6l  of  the 
Mother  Country  towards  them.     06favo.     is.  6d.     Johnfon. 

A  Candid  Examination  of  the  mutual  Claims  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies  ;  with  a  Plan  of  Accommodation  on  Conftitutional 
Principles.    06lavo.     is.    Richardfon  and  Urquhart. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
America.    06lavo.     is.  Cadell. 

The 
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The  Speech  of  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  on  moving  his  Refohitions  for 
Reconciliation  with  the  Colonies,  22nd  March.  .  Quarto.  2s.  6d. 
Dodfley. 

Motions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Monday,  27th  March. 
Together  with  a  Draught  of  a  Letter  of  Requifition  to  the  Co- 
lonies.   Quarto,     is.    Almon. 

The  Reply  of  a  Gentleman,  in  a  Sele6l  Society,  upon  the  Im- 
portant Conteft  between  Great  Britain  and  America.  06tavo. 
IS.     Almon. 

American  Independence,  the  Interell  and  Glory  of  Great  Britain. 
Odlavo.     2S.  6d.    Wilkie. 

The  Speech  of  Lord  Lyttelton,  on  a  Motion  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Canada  Bill,  May  17th.  0(5lavo. 
IS.     Ridley. 

Proceedings  of  the  Proteftant  Inhabitants  of  Quebec.  06tavo. 
3s.  boards.     White. 

A  Letter  to  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  controverting  the  Principles  of 
American  Government  laid  down  in  his  late  publifhed  Speech 
on  American  Taxation,  &c.     06lavo.     is.     Wilkie. 

The  Falfe  Alarm ;  or,  the  Americans  miftaken.  06lavo.  is. 
Ridley. 

A  Declaration  of  the  People's  natural  Right  to  a  Share  in  the  Le* 
giflature.    By  Granville  Sharp.    Octavo.    White. 
.  A  Letter 
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A  Letter  to  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  &c.  in  Anfwer  to  his  printed 
Speech  of  March  22d.  by  Jofiah  Tucker,  D.  D.  Dean  of  Glou- 
cefter.     Odlavo.     is.    Cadell. 

A  Defence  of  the  Refolutions  and  Addrefs  of  the  American  Con- 
grefs  ;  in  a  Reply  to  Taxation  no  Tyranny.  By  the  Author 
ofRegulus.     06lavo.     2S.     WilHams.     London. 

An  impartial  and  authentic  Narrative  of  the  Battle,  fought  on 
the  17th  June,  between  his  Britannic  Majefty's  Troops,  and  the 
Provincial  Army,  on  Bunker's  Hill,  near  Charleflown,  in  New 
England.  By  John  Clarke,  Firft  Lieutenant  of  Marines.  Oc- 
tavo.    IS.     Millan. 

A  calm  Addrefs  to  our  American  Colonies,  by  John  Wefley,  M.  A. 
lamo.     2d.     Hawes. 

A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Wefley,  occafioned  by  his  calm  Ad- 
drefs to  the  American  Colonies.     i2mo.     2d.     Dilly. 

Arguments  of  the  Supremacy  of  the  Britifli  Legiflature,  and  their 
Right  to  Tax  the  Americans.  By  a  Liveryman  of  London. 
0<5lavo.     IS.     Wilkie. 

Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgefles  of  Virginia.  Quarto,  is.  6d. 
Williamburgh,  printed  ;  and  fold  by  Longman  in  London. 

Americans  againft  Liberty.     06lavo.     is.  6d.    Mathewsi. 

Sele6l  Diflertations  on  Colonies  and  Plantations,  by  thofe  celebraed 
Authors,  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  Charles  Davenant,  L.  L.  D.  and  their 

Confequences 
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Confequences  to  Great  Britain,  are  ferioufly  confidered,  and  a 
Plan  propofed  which  may  fettle  the  unhappy  Differences  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America.     Odlavo.     is.  6d.    Hay. 

The  Condu(5l  of  Adminiflration  with  regard  to  the  Colonies.  Oc- 
tavo.    IS.     Williams. 

A  Second  Anfwer  to  John  Wefley,  being  a  Supplement  to  the 
Letter  figned  Americanus.  By  W.  D.  i2mo.  2d.  Wallis 
and  Co. 

A  conftitutional  Anfwer  to  the  l^ev.  Mr.  John  Wefley 's  calm  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  American  Colonies.     i2mo.     2d.     Dilly. 

The  Voice  of  God ;  being  ferious  Thoughts  on  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing Crifis,  &c.  By  a  Friend  to  our  happy  Eftablifliment  in 
Church  and  State.     i2mo.     2d.     Lewis. 

An  Old  Fox  tarred  and  feathered,  occafioned  by  what  is  called 
Mr.  John  Wefley 's  Calm  Addrefs  to  our  American  Colonies, 
by  a  Hanoverian.     i2mo.     2d.     Lewis. 

A  Propofition  for  the  prefent  Peace  and  future  Government  of 
the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North  America.  06lavo.  is.  W. 
Davis,  &c. 

Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Times,  with  a  View  of  compofmg  Party 
Heat  and  Animofity.     06lavo.     6d.     Law. 

The  Evidence  of  the  Common  and  Statute  Laws  of  the  Realm, 
Records,  Hiilory,  with  the  greateft  and  beft  Authorities,  down 

to 
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to  the  third  of  George  the  Third,  in  Proof  of  the  Rights  of  Bri- 
tons, throughout  the  Britifh  Empire.     06lavo.    2S.     Williams. 

Confiderations  on  this  Queftion,  "  What  fhould  be  an  honeft 
"  Englifliman's  Endeavour  in  the  prefent  Controverfy  between 
"  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  ?"    06iavo.     is.     Wilkie. 

A  View  of  the  fever al  Schemes  with  refpe6t  to  America,  and  their 
Comparative  Merit  in  promoting  the  Dignity  and  Intereft  of 
Great  Britain.     06lavo.     is.     Owen. 

A  fhort  Hint,  addreffed  to  the  Candid  and  Difpaffionate,  on  both 
Sides  the  Atlantic.     06tavo.    6d.     Almon. 

A  Letter  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wefley,  on  his  Calm  Addrefs  to  the 
American  Colonies,  wherein  is  Ihewn  his  Arbitrary  Principles, 
and  that  his  Aflertions  are  without  Foundation.  By  a  Lover  of 
Truth,  and  the  Britifh  Conftitution.  lamo.  16  Pages.  Printed 
at  Mancheller. 

1776. 
The  North  American  and  Weft  Indian  Gazetteer.     i2mo. 

Travels  through  the  Middle  Settlements  of  North  America,  in 
the  Years  1759,  and  1760.  By  the  Rev.  Andrew  Burnaby. 
Quarto.     3s.  6d.     Payne. 

A  Philofophical  and  Political  Hiftory  of  the  Settlements  of  the 
Europeans  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Tranflated  from  the 
French  of  the  Abbe  Raynal,  by  J.  Juftamond,  A.  M.  il.  5s. 
Cadell.    London. 

A  Concife 
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A  Goncife  Account  of  all  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North  America, 
comprehending  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Modern  State,  particu- 
larly of  MafTachufetts  Bay.    Odiavo.     2s.  6d.    Bew.    London. 

An  Anfwer  to  the  Declaration  of  the  American  Congrefs.  Oc- 
tavo.    2S.    CadelL 

The  True  Merits  of  a  late  Treatife,  printed  in  America,  entitled. 
Common  Senfe.     Odlavo.     is.     Nicol, 

Letters  on  the  American  Troubles.  Tranflated  from  the  French 
of  M.  de  Pinto.     06tavo.     is.  6d.     Boufey, 

An  Oration  at  the  State  Houfe  in  Philadelphia,  by  S.  Adams. 
0<5lavo.     is,     Johnfon. 

Additional  Papers  concerning  the  Province  of  Quebec.  06lavo. 
5s.    Whit-e. 

Additions  toCommon Senfe,  addrefled  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Ame- 
rica.    0<5tavo.     Almon, 

An  humble  Addrefs  and  earnefl  Appeal  to  thofe  refpedlable  Per- 
fonages  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who,  by  their  great  and 
permanent  Interefl  in  landed  Property,  their  liberal  Education, 
elevated  Rank,  and  enlarged  Views,  are  the  ableft  to  judge,  and 
the  fitteft  to  decide,  Whether  a  Conne61:ion  with,  or  a  Sepa- 
ration from,  the  Continental  Colonies  of  America  be  moft  for  the 
Mutual  Advantage  and  the  lading  Benefit  of  thefe  Kingdoms. 
By  Jof.  Tucker,  D.  D.  Dean  of  Gloucefter.  06tavo.  is.  6d. 
Cadell. 

B  b  American 
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American  Hulbandry,  containing  an  Account  of  the  Soil,  Climate, 
Production,  and  Agriculture  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies.  By  an  American.  2  Vols.  11s. 
Bew. 

A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Jof.  Tucker,  &c.  in  Anfwer  to  his  Humble 
Addrefs  and  earneft  Appeal,  &c.  with  a  Poftfcript,  in  which  the 
prefent  War  with  America  is  ihewn  to  be  the  Effe(5l,  not  of 
the  Caufes  afligned  by  him  apd  others,  but  of  a  fixed  Plan  of 
Adminiftration,  founded  in  Syftem  ;  the  landed,  oppofed  to  the 
Commercial  Intereft  of  the  State,  being  as  the  Means  in  order  to 
that  End.  By  Samuel  Eftwick,  L.  L.  D.  Oaavo.  is.  6d. 
Almon. 

Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  South  Carolina.    06tavo  « 

2S.     Almon. 

The  Genius  of  Great  Britain,  to  General  Howe,  an  Ode,  Quarto. 
1  s .     Sewell .    London . 

Reafons  for  approving  the  Dean  of  Gloucefter's  Plan  of  feparating 
from  the  Colonies,  &c.     Oclavo.     is.     Conant.    London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Nature  of  Civil  Liberty,  the  Principles  of 
Government,  and  the  Juftice  and  Policy  of  the  War  with  Ame- 
rica.   By  Richard  Price,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.     Odavo.    2s.     Cadell. 

The  Rights  of  Great  Britain  afferted,  againft  the  Claims  of  Ame- 
rica, being  an  Anfwer  to  the  Declaration  of  the  General  Con- 
grefs.   06tavo.     IS.  6d.    Cadell, 

A  Second 
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A  Secx)nd  Appeal  to  the  Jufilce  and  Intereft  of  the  People  in  the 
Meafures  refpe6ling  America.  By  the  Author  of  the  Firfl. 
Octavo.     IS.  6d.     Ahnon. 

Journals  of  Congrefs  held  at  Philadelphia,  May  the  loth,  1775. 
06lavo.    3s.     Almon. 

A  Plain  State  of  the  Argument  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies.     06lavo.     6d.     Becket. 

An  Addrefs  to  the  People,  on  the  Subjedl  of  the  Conteft  between 
Great  Britain  and  America.     By  ****.  Oaavo.     3d,     Wilkie. 

Remarks  on  the  different  Opinions  relative  to  the  American  Colo- 
nies.    06lavo.     is.     J^earfley.    London. 

The  Law  of  Liberty — at  the  opening  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of 
Georgia.     By  John  Zably,  D.  D.     06lavo.     is.  6d.    Almon. 

An  EfTay  on  Government  addrefled  to  the  People.  Odavo.  2s. 
Stuart. 

Dr.  Price's  celebrated  Pamphlet  on  Civil  Liberty,  generated  numerous 
Anfwers.  Tbe  follvwing  arefuppojed  to  be  the  bejl  written  among  the 
Number, 

The  Honour  of  Parliament  and  the  Juilice  of  the  Nation  vindicated, 
in  a  Reply  to  Dr.  Price's  Obfervations  on  the  Nature  of  Civil 
Liberty,    06lavo.     is.  6d.     William  Davy. 

A  Letter  to  Dr.  Price,  on  his  Obfervations  upon  the  Nature  of 
Civil  Liberty.    Odlavo.    6d.    Evans. 

B  b  2  Remarks 
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Re-marks  on  Dr.  Price's  Obfervations.     06lavo.     is.     Kearfley. 

Civil  Liberty  afTerted,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Subje6l  defended 
stgainft  the  Anarchical  Principles  of  Dr.  Priccj  by  a  Friend  to 
the  Rights  of  the  Conflitution.     06tavo.     2s.     Wilkie. 

Experience  preferable  to  Theory — an  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Price's  Ob- 
ferVations.     06\avo.     is.  6d.    Payne. 

A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Price,  by  the  Author  of  the  Defence  of 
the  American  Congrefs,  in  Reply  to  Taxation  no  Tyranny, 
06lavo.     is.    Williams. 

The  Duty  of  the  King  and  Subje6l  on  the  Principles  of  Civil  Li- 
berty— Colonills  not  entitled  to  Self-government,  or  to  the  fame 
Privileges  with  Britons.  Being  an  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Price's  Syftem 
of  Fanatical  Liberty.  By  the  Author  of  the  Political  Looking 
Glafs.     06lavo.     is.     Dixwell. 

The  total  Refutation  and  Political  overthrow  of  Dr.  Price,  or 
Great  Britain  vindicated,  againft  American  Rebels  and  their  Ad- 
vocates.   By  James  Steward.     06lavo.     is.  6d.     Bew. 

A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Price,  wherein  his  Obfervations  are 
candidly  examined.     0(5lavo.     is.    Bew. 

Three  Letters  to  Dr.  Price,  containing  Remarks  on  his  Obferva- 
tions, &c.  By  a  Member  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  F.  R.  S.  06lavo. 
25. 6d.    Payne. 

American  Patriotifm  further  confronted,  with  Reafon,  Scripture, 
and  the  Conflitution ;  being  Obfervations  on  the  dangerous  Poli- 
tics 
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tics  taught  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Price.     By  A.  Fletcher.     i2mo. 
gd.     Buckland. 

Political  Sophiftry  dete6led,  being  an  Anfwer  to  the  lafl  Pam- 
phlet.    By  Caleb.  Evans,     ismo.     3d.    Dilly. 

Three  Dialogues  concerning  Liberty.     2s.     Dodfley. 

Obfervations  on  Dr.  Price's  Theory  and  Principles  of  Civil  Liberty 
and  Government,  &c.     06tavo.     2s.    Dodfley. 

Familiar  Dialogues  between  Americanus  and  Britannicus,  in  which 
the  Rights  of  private  Judgment,  the  exploded  Do6lrines  of  In- 
fallibility, paffive  Obedience  and  Non-refiftance,  with  the  lead- 
ing Sentiments  of  Dr.  Price  on  Civil  Liberty,  are  particularly 
confidered.     By  John  Martyn.     06lavo.     is.     Wilkie. 

Curfory  Remarks  on  Dr.  Price's  Obfervations  on  Civil  Liberty.  Oc- 
tavo. 6d.  Nicol. 

The  Critical  Moment  on  which  the  Salvation  or  Deilru6lion  of  the 
"  Britilh  Empire  depends;   containing  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  prefent 
State,  and  natural  Confequences  of  our  American  Difputes.  By 
Janus.     06lavo.     2s.     Satchell.  *^ 

Some  Obfervations  on  a  Pamphlet  lately  publilhed,  entitled.  The 
Rights  of  Great  Britain  aflerted,  &c.  By  the  Author  of  the 
Anfwer  to  Dr.  Shebbeare  and  Dr.  Johnfon.  06^avo.  is.  Do- 
naldfon. 

A  further  Examination  of  our  American  Meafures,  and  of  tlie 

Reafons 
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Reafons  and  Principles  on  which  they  are  founded.     By  M.  Ro- 
binfon.     061:avo.     3s.  boards.     Baldwin. 

Confiderations  on  the  American  War.  Addrefled  to  the  People 
of  England.     06lavo.     is.     Becket. 

A  Plan  of  Reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies, 
&c.  By  the  Author  of  the  Hiftorical  Eflays  on  the  Englifh 
Conftitution.     06\avo.     is.     Johnfon. 

Seafonable  Advice  to  Parliament  concerning  conciliatory  Meafures 
with  America,  &c.     06lavo.     is.     Bew. 

Refle6lions  on  the  prefent  State  of  the  American  War.  06lavo. 
IS.     Payne. 

An  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  the  Parliament,  and 
the  leading  Members  of  Oppofition,  in  particular,  on  the  pre- 
fent Crifis  of  American  Politics.    06lavo.    is.  6d.  Newberry. 

A  Letter  to  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  &c.  who  have  addrefled 
his  Majefty  on  the  Subje6l  of  the  American  Rebellion.  0(5lavo. 
is.     Cadell. 

De  Tumultibus  Americanis  deque  eorum  Concitatoribus  meditatio 
fenilis.     061avo.     ^d.     White. 

Refle6lions  on  Government  with  refpe6t  to  America.  Odtavo.  is. 
Lewis. 

Subftance  of  a  Speech  in  Parliament  on  the  prefent  Civil  War  In 

America, 
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America,  Monday  April  ift.    By  David  Hartley,  Efq.   Quarto. 
IS.     Almon. 

A  Profpe6l  of  the  Confeqiiences  of  the  prefent  Condu61:  of  Great 
Britain  towards  America.     06lavo.     is.  6d.     Almon. 

The  Plea  of  the  Colonies  on  the  Charges  brought  againft  them 
by  Lord  M'  d,   and  others,  in  a  Letter  to  his  Lordfliip. 

O6lavo.     is.     Almon. 

The  Conftitutlon  Advocate,  &c.     06lavo.     is.    Flexney. 

A  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  on  the  Motives  of  his  Political 
Condu6l,  and  the  Principles  which  have  a6luated  the  Oppofition 
to  the  Meafures  of  i\dminifl:ration  in  refpe6l  to  America.  Oc- 
tavo.    6d.     William  Davis. 

Reflections  on  the  Proper  Means  of  reducing  the  Rebels,  &c.  By 
an  Officer  who  ferved  the  laft  War  in  America.  06lavo.  is. 
Wilkie. 

A  Juftification  of  the  Refinance  of  the  American  Colonies  to  the 
Oppreffions  of  the  Britifh  Government.  In  a  Letter  written 
from  Holland  to  a  Gentleman  in  London.     06lavo.     Leyden. 

Maflachutienfis  ;  or.  Letters  containing  a  faithful  State  of  many 
important  and  ftriking  Fa6ls  which  laid  the  Foundation  of  the 
prefent  Troubles  in  Maflachufetts.  By  a  Perfon  of  Honor  on 
the  Spot.     06lavo.     is.     Matthews. 

Hypocrify  Unmafked ;  or.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Religious  Com- 
plaints of  our  American  Colonies,  &c.  i2mo.     2s.     Nicol. 

An 
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An  Oration  in  Memory  of  General  Montgomery,  and  the  Soldiers 
who  fell  with  him,  Dec.  31,  1775,  before  Quebec.  Drawn  up 
and  dehvered  Feb.  19,  1776,  at  the  Defire  of  Congrefs.  By 
William  Smith,  D.  D.  and  Provoft  at  the  College  of  Philadel- 
phia.    06favo.     6d.     Almon.  ' 

Common  Senfe.  Addrefled  to  the  People  of  America.  06lavo. 
IS.  6d.     Philadelphia.    Reprinted  by  Almon,  London. 

Remarks  on  the  above  Pamphlet.  06tavo.  is.  Philadelphia.  Re- 
printed by  Almon,  London. 

A  Short  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  unavoidable 
Neceffity  of  the  prefent  War  with  our  difafFe6ted  Colonies. 
i2mo.     2d.     Kearfley. 

Independence  the  Obje6l  of  the  American  Congrefs ;  or,  An  Ap- 
peal to  Fa6ts.     06tavo.     is.     Rivington. 

The'  Hiflory  of  the  American  Indians.  By  James  Adair.  Quarto. 
13s.    Dilly. 

Account  of  the  Weather  and  Difeafes  of  South  Carolina.  By  Li- 
onel Chalmers,  M.  D.     06lavo.     is.     Donaldfon. 

An  Enquiry  whether  the  Guilt  of  the  prefent  Civil  War  ought  to 
be  imputed  to  Great  Britain  or  America.  06tavo.  is.  Do- 
naldfon. 

Refle6lions  on  the  American  Contefl.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Member  of 
Parliament.    0<51;avo.    6d.    Nicol. 


1777. 
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1777. 
A  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  concerning  his  Speech  and  Mo- 
tion in  the  Houf6  of  Lords,  on  the  memorable  30th  of  May ; 
^ith  fome  Obfervations  on  the  Speeches  of  Lord  Gower  and 
others.    06tavo.     is.     Evans.     London. 

Relle6lions  on  the  prefent  Combination  of  the  American  Colonies 
againft  the  fupreme  Authority  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature,  and 
their  Claim  to  Independency.  By  a  real  Friend  to  legal  Liberty 
and  the  Conftitution.     06lavo.     is.  6d.    Wajlis. 

Thoughts  on  the  Letter  of  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  to  the  Sheriffs 
of  Briftol,  on  the  Affairs  of  America.  By  the  Earl  of  Abing- 
don.   06lavo.     IS.    Almon. 

An  unconne6led  Whig's  Addrefs  to  the  Public,  upon  the  prefent 
Civil  War,  the  State  of  public  Affairs,  and  the  real  Caufe  of  all 
national  Calamities.    06lavo.     is.  6d.     Kearlley. 

Remarks  on  the  Condu6l  of  Oppofltion,  with  regard  to  America, 
fliewing  their  Inconfiftency,  by  a  fliort  Review  of  their  own 
Meafures.    06tavo.     is.  6d.    Cadell. 

Confiderations  addrelfed  to  all  Perfons  of  Property  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, concerning  the  prefent  Difpofition  of  the  Americans  to- 
wards this  Country.     Octavo.    6d.     Owen. 

Hidory  of  the  Colonization  of  the  free  States  of  Antiquity,  ap- 
plied to  the  prefent  Conteft  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies in  America.  With  future  Refle6lions  concerning  the  fu- 
ture Settlement  of  thefe  Colonies.  Ouarto,  as.  fewed.  Cadell. 

C  c  -  Cafpipina's 
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Cafpipina's  Letters,  containing  Obfervations  on  a  Variety  of  Sub- 
je6ls,  Literary,  Moral,  and  Religious.  Written  by  a  Gentleman 
who  refided  fome  Time  in  Philadelphia.  To  which  is  added, 
the  Life  and  Chara6ler  of  William  Penn,  Efq.  i2mo.  2  Vols, 
fewed.    Reprinted  at  Bath.     Sold  in  London  by  Dilly,  &c. 

The  Defolation  of  America ;  a  Poem.  Quarto,  is.  6d,  Kearfley. 

The  Canadian  Freeholder.    0(5lavo.    5s.  6d.  boards.    White. 

1778. 
Fernand.  Cortez  Correfpondence  avec' TEmpereur  Cha.  V.  fur  la 
Conquefte  du  Mexique  par  de  Flarvigny.     i2mo.    Par. 

Palacio  (D.  Raim.  Mig.)  Dicurfo  Economico  Politico^  Quarto, 
Mad. 

Relation  du  Voyage  de  Mad.  Godin.    Fig.    06lavo.    Maeftr. 

Reglamento  y  Aranceles  Reales  para  el  Comercio  de  Efpana  3 
Indias.    Fol.     Mad. 

Hutchifon's  Defer iption  of  Virginia,  Pennfylvania,  &c.  Cuts. 
Odlavo. 

Chappe's  (Abbe)  Voyage  to  California,  and  Caflini's  Voyage  to 
Newfoundland.     06lavo. 

American  Atlas,  from  the  Surveys  of  Major  Holland.    2I.  ss. 

Idem.    By  Faden.     3I.  3s. 

Rufleirs 


(     ^95    ) 

RufleH's  HiHory  of  America,  with  Cuts.  2  Vols.  Quarto,  il.  los. 
boards,    Robinfon.    London, 

I'ropofals  for  a  Plan  of  Reconciliation  and  Reunion  with  the  Thir- 
teen Provinces  of  America  ;  and  for  an  Union  with  the  other 
Colonies.     By  One  of  the  Public.     Oclavo.     is.  6d.     Kearfley. 

New  Travels  into  North  America ;  containing  a  Colle6lion  of  Let- 
ters written  on  the  Spot,  to  the  Chevalier  Douin,  the  Author's 
Friend.  By  M.  BoiTu,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis.  Oc- 
tavo.    Paris, 

The  Subftance  of  General  Burgoyne's  Speeches,  &c.  on  Mr,  Vyner's 
Motion,  on  the  28th  of  May.  With  an  Appendix,  containing 
General  Wafhington's  Letter  to  General  Burgoyne,  &c.  Oc- 
tavo.    IS.     Almon, 

\^ 

A  Letter  to  Lord  George  Germain  ;  giving  an  Account  of  the 
Origin  of  the  Difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  ; 
with  fome  Remarks  on  the  Manner  in  which  the  War  has  been 
condu6led.  To  which  are  added.  Certain  Terms,  humbly  pro- 
pofed  as  a  Ground-work  of  a  Reconciliation.  By  a  Gentleman, 
for  many  Years  a  Refident  in  America.  06lavo.  is.  6d. 
Whieldon. 

"i 

Addrefs  to  the  Rulers  of  the  State.  In  which  their  Condu61:  and 
Meafures,  the  Principles  and  Abilities  of  their  Opponents,  and 
the  real  Interefl:  of  England  with  regard  to  America,  and  her 

■  natural  Enemies,  are  freely  canvalTed,  By  a  Friend  to  Great 
Britain.     Ouarto.     2s.    Bew. 

C  c  s  An 
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An  Appeal  to  Reafon  and  Juflice,  in  Behalf  of  the  Britifli  Confli-^ 
tution,  and  the  Subje6ts  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  By  William 
Pulteney.     06lavo.     2s.  6d.     Nicol. 

An  Examination  into  the  Conduct  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration, 
from  the  Year  1774  to  the  Year  1778.  And  a  Plan  of  Accom- 
modation with  America.  By  a  Member  of  Parliament.  Oc- 
tavo.    IS.  6d.     Almon. 

A  Letter  to  the  People  of  America.  Lately  printed  at  New  York, 
Now  Reprinted  by  an  American,  with  a  Poflfcript  by  the  Edi- 
tor.    AddrefTed  to  Sir  W.  H.     06favo.     is.  6d.     Becket. 

Hiftorical  and  Geographical  Inquiries  concerning  America.  By 
John  Benedi6l  Scherer.    Paris. 

An  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania,  by  thofe  Freemen 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  who  are  now  confined  in  the  Ma- 
fbnVLodge,  by  Virtue  of  a  General  Warrant,  figned  in  Coun- 
cil by  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Coitncil  of  Pennfylvania.  Oc- 
tavo. 4d.  Philadelphia  printed.  Reprinted  by  Philips,  Lon- 
don. 

Two  Tra6ls  on  Civil  Liberty,  the  War  with  America,  and  the 
Finances  of  the  Kingdom.  By  Richard  Price,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
A  new  Edition,  with  Corre6lions  and  Additions.  06lavo.  5s. 
fewed.    Cadell. 

The  Introduction  and  Supplement  to  the  two  Trads  on  Civil  Li- 
Jberty,  &c.    By  Dr.  Price.    Octavo,     is.  6d.    Cadell. 

The 
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The  Cafe  {\ated  on  philofophical  Ground  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies,  &c.     06lavo.     ss.     Kearfley. 

Thoughts  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  with  America,  and  the 
Means  of  ConciUation.  By  William  Pulteney,  Efq.  06lavo. 
2S.  Dodfley. 

Plan  of  Reunion  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  06lavo. 
gs.Gd.  fe wed .     Murray . 

Remarks  upon  General  Howe's  Account  of  his  Proceedings  on 
Long  Ifland,  in  the  Extraordinary  Gazette  of  06lober  the  loth, 
1776.     06lavo.     IS.     Fielding  and  Walker. 

Confiderations  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  between  England 
and  America.     06lavo.     is.     Nourfe. 

An  Account  of  the  fufferings  and  Perfecution  of  John  Champneys, 
a  Native  of  South  Carolina,  inflicted  by  order  of  Congrefs,  for 
his  refufmg  to  take  up  Arms  in  defence  of  the  arbitrary  Pro- 
ceedings carried  on  by  the  Rulers  of  faid  Place.  Together  with 
his  Proteft,  &c.  Octavo.  20  Pages.  No  Bookfeller  nor  Price 
mentioned. 

Unanimity  in  all  the  Parts  of  the  Britifli  Commonwealth,  &c. 
neceffary  to  the  Prefervation,  Intereft,  and  Happinefs  of  the  King- 
dom, &c.  addreffed  to  the  King,  Parliament,  and  People.     Oc- 

.  tavo.    is.    Davis. 

The  Conciliatory  Bill  confidered.    0(5lavo.     is.    Cadell. 

A  Sketch 


{    ^98    ) 

A  Sketch  of  the  various  Indulgencies  granted  by  Great  Britain  tty 
the  Colonics,  on  which  they  have  founded  their  Prefiimption  of 
foaring  towards  Independance.  By  an  Officer.  06tavo.  is. 
Davenhill. 

Confiderations  on  the  American  Enquiry.     06lavo.     is.     Wilkie.. 

1779- 
A  Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  to  his  Conftituents, 

on  his  late  Refignation  ;  with  the  Correfpondencies  between  the 

Secretaries  of  War  and  him,  relative  to  his  Return  to  America. 

06tavo.     is.     Almon. 

A  Reply  to  the  above.    O6lavo.     is.  .  Wilkie. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  on 
his  Naval  Condu6l  in  the  American  War,    06tavo.  is.  Wilkie. 

Letters  on  the  American  War.  AddrefTed  to  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration, &c.  of  the  Town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull.  By  David 
Hartley,  Efq.     Quarto.     3s.     Almon. 

A  Candid  and  Impartial  Narrative  of  the  Tranfa6lions  of  the 
Fleet,  under  the  Command  of  Lord  Howe,  from  the  Arrival  of 
the  Toulon  Squadron  on  the  Coaft  of  America,  to  the  Time  of 
his  Lordfliip's  Departure  for  England  ;  with  Obfervations  by 
an  Officer  then  ferving  in  the  Fleet.     06lavo.     is.     Almon. 

Voyages  to  California,  to  obferve  the  Tranfit  of  Venus ;  with 
an  hiftorical  Description  of  the  Author's  Route  through  Mex- 
ico.   By  M.  Chappe  d'Auteroche ;  alfo,  a  Voyage  to  New- 
foundland 
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foundland  and  Sallee,  &c.     By  M.  de  CafTini.      i2mo,     4s. 
Dilly.    - 

Travels  through  the  Interior  Parts  of  North  America,  in  the  Years 
1766,  1767,  and  1768.  By  J.  Carver,  Efq.  With  Copper  Plates, 
06lavo.     7s.  6d.  boards.     Walter. 

An  Addrefs  to  the  Natives  of  Scotland,  refiding  in  America.  By 
John  Witherfpoon,  D,  D.  Prefident  of  the  College  of  New 
Jerfey.     061;avo,     6d.     Fielding  and  Walker. 

A  Propofal  for  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  North  America, 
upon  a  new  Plan,  in  a  Letter  to  Lord  North.  By  D.  M.  Knight. 
Odlavo.     6d.     Baldwin. 

A  brief  Examination  of  the  Plan  and  Condu6l  of  the  Northern 
Expedition  in  America,  in  1777  ;  and  of  the  Surrender  of  the 
Army  under  the  Command  of  General  Burgoyne.  06lavo.  is. 
Hookham. 

Confiderations  upon  the  French  and  American  War.  In  a  Letter 
to  a  Member  of  Parliament.     06tavo.     is.     Almon. 

Stri6lures  on  the  Philadelphia  Mifchianza,  or  Triumph  upon 
leaving  America  unconquered  ;  with  Extra6ts,  containing  the 
principal  Part  of  a  Letter  publilhed  in  the  "  American  Crifis,'' 
in  order  to  fhew  how  far  the  King's  Enemies  think  this  Gene- 
ral deferving  of  Public  Honours.     06lavo.     is.     Bew. 

Obfervations  upon  the  Condu6l  of  S-r  W m  H e,  at  the 

White  Plains,    as  related  in  the  Gazette  of  December  30th, 
1776.    Odtavo.     is.    Bew. 

Letters 
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Letters  of  Fernando  Cortes  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  concerning 
the  Conqueft  of  Mexico.  Tranflated  from  the  Original  Spa- 
nifh  by  the  Vifcount  de  Flavigney,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and 
MiHtary  Order  of  St.  Louis.     i2mo.     3  Livres.     Paris. 

Letters  from  Agricola  to  Sir  William  Howe ;  to  which  are  annexed, 
by  the  fame  Author,  Pohtical  Obfervations.  06lavo.  is.  6d. 
Millidge. 

A  View  of  the  Evidence  relative  to  the  Condu6l  of  the  American 
War,  under  Sir  W^illiam  Howe,  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  and  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne,  as  given  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  laft  SefTion  of  Parliament.  To  which  is  added,  a 
Colle6lion  of  Fugitive  Pieces,  that  are  faid  to  have  given  rife  to 
that  Important  Enquiry.  Octavo,  2S.  6d.  Richardfon  and 
Urauhart,  &c. 

Examination  of  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq.  late  Speaker  to  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly  of  Pennfylvania,  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
a  Committee  on  the  American  Papers  ;  with  Explanatory  Notes. 
Octavo.     2S.     Wilkie. 

Letters  to  a  Nobleman,  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  in  the  Middle 
Colonies.     06tavo.     2S.     Wilkie. 

De  Primordijs  Civitatum  Oratio.  An  Oration  concerning  the  Ori- 
gin of  States  ;  in  which  the  Author  treats  of  the  Civil  War 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  By  James  Dunbar, 
Profeflbr  of  Philofophy  in  the  King's  College,  Aberdeen.  Quarto. 
IS.  6d.    Cadell. 


1780. 
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1780. 

Cool  Tlioughts  on  the  Confequences  to  Great  Britain  of  American 
Independence  ;  on  tlie  Expence  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Settles 
ment  and  Defence  of  the  American  Colonies  ;  and  on  the  Value 
and  Importance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
to  the  Britifh  Empire.     06lavo.     is.    Wilkie. 

Obfervations  on  American  Independency.  06tavo.  ^d.  Edin- 
bm'gh. 

Letters  of  Papinian ;  in  which  the  Condu6l,  prefent  State,  and 
Profpe6ls  of  the  American  Congrefs,  are  examined.  06lavo. 
is.  6d.  New  York,  printed.  Reprinted  for  Wilkie,  Lon* 
don. 

A  State  of  the  ]£xpedition  from  Canada,  as  laid  before  the  Hoiife 
of  Commons,  by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  and  verified  by 
Evidence ;  with  a  Colle6lion  of  Authentic  Documents,  and  an 
Addition  of  many  Circumftances  which  were  prevented  from 
appearing  before  the  Houfe  by  the  Prorogation  of  Parliament, 
written  and  colle6led  by  himfelf ;  and  dedicated  to  the  Officers 
of  the  Army  he  commanded.     Quarto.     12s.  Boards.     Almon. 

Remarks  on  General  Burgoyne's  State  of  the  Expedition  frgm 
Canada.     0<5lavo.     is.     Wilkie. 

Hiflorical  and  Political  Refle6lions  on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the 


American  Rebellion.     06lavo.     3s.     Wilkie. 


Political  Annals  of  the  prefent  United  Colonies,  from  their  Settle- 
ment, to  the  Peace  of  1763.     Compiled  from  Authentic  Re- 

D  d  cords 
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cords  and  State  Papers.   By  George  Chalmers.     Quarto,  il.  is. 
Bowen. 

A  Candid  Examination  of  the  mutual  Claim  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies,  with  a  Plan  of  Accomodation  on  Conftitutional 
Principles.  By  the  Author  of  a  Letter  to  a  Nobleman  on  the 
Condu6l  of  the  American  War.  06tavo.  2s.  New  York. 
Wilkie.     London. 

An  Eflay  on  the  Inter  efts  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  America. 
Odiavo.     6d.    Sewell. 

A  Supplement  to  the  State  of  the  Expedition  into  Canada.  Quarto, 
IS.  6d.     Becket. 

The  Fate  of  America ;  or,  Pi6lurefque  Dialogues,  unfolding  the 
'  Caufe  of  the  late  Events,  the  Policy,  Interefts,  Refources  of  the 

Powers  of  Europe,  confidered  in  Relation  to  the  Prefent  War  ;. 

and  the  EfFe6ts  which  this  War  is  likely  to  produce  on  the  hap- 

pinefs  of  Mankind.     06lavo.     London. 

The  Narrative  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  William  Howe,  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  29th  April  1779^ 
relative  to  his  Condu<5l  during  his  late  Command  of  the  King's 
Troops  in  North  America.  To  which  are  added,  fome  Obfer- 
vations  upon  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  Letters  to  a  Nobleman. 
Quarto.     3s.     Almon,  &c. 

A  Plan  of  Articles  of  perpetual  Union,  Commerce,  and  Friendfhip 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies.  Odtavo. 
IS.  6d.    Johnfon,  &c. 

A  Reply 
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A  Reply  to  the  Obfervations  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  William 
Howe,  on  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Letters  to  a  Nobleman,"  in 
which  his  Mifreprefentations  are  dete6led.  By  the  Authe«*  of 
Letters  to  a  Nobleman.     061avo.     3s.     Wilkie. 

An  impartial  Hiftory  of  the  War  in  America,  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Colonies,  from  its  Commencement,  to  the  End  of 
the  Year  1779.  W^ith  an  Appendix,  containing  a  Collection  of 
interefting  and  authentic  Papers,  tending  to  elucidate  the  Hif- 
tory.  Illuftrated  with  a  variety  of  Copper  Plates.  06lavo. 
6's.  6d.  Boards,    Faulder. 

1781.' 
A  Letter  to  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  occafioned  by  a  Second 
Edition  of  his  State  of  the  Expedition  from  Canada.    06lavo, 
is.     Kearfley. 

The  Speech  of  General  Conway — ^on  moving  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  (May  the  5th,  1780,)  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  quieting  the  Troubles  now  reigning  in  the  Britifh 
Colonies  in  America,  6x.     06lavo.     is.  6d.    Cadell. 

A  Tranflation  of  the  Memorial  to  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  upon 
the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  between  the  Old  and  the  New 
World,  into  Common  Senfe  and  intelligible  Englifli.  06lavo. 
IS.    Stockdale. 

America,  a  Poem.  By  John  Farrer,  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford. 
Quarto.     2s.     Evans. 

The  Revolution  in  America.     By  Abb6  Raynal,  Author  of  the 

D  d  3  Philofophical 
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Philofopliical  and  Political  Hiftory  of  the  Eflablifhments  and 
Commerce  of  the  Europeans  in  both  the  Indies,  ismo.  2S.  6d. 
Davis. 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  comprehending  the 
Campaigns  of  1775,  i77^>  and  1777.  By  an  Officer  of  the  Army. 
06tavo.     5s.  Boards.     Sewell. 

The  Siege  of  Penobfcot  by  the  Rebels  ;  containing  a  Joiirnal  of  the 
Proceedings  of  his  Majefly's  Forces,  &c.  &c.  when  befieged  by 
the  Rebels  in  July  1779.  By  J.  C.  Volunteer,  06lavo.  2s.  6d. 
Kearfley. 

Authentic  Rebel  Papers,  feized  at  St.  Euflatius.  Quarto.  is» 
Kearfley. 

1782. 
Principles  of  Law  and  Government,  with  an    Enquiry  into  the 
Juftice  and  Policy  of  the  prefent  War,  and  mod  effectual  means 
of  obtaining    an    honourable,    permanent,   and  advantageous 
Peace.     Quarto.     7s.  6d.  boards.    Murray. 

A  Plan  of  Reconciliation  with  America,  confiflent  with  the  Dignity 
and  Intereft  of  both  Countries.  Humbly  addrefled  to  the  King. 
0<5lavo.     IS.     Coghlan,  &c. 

The  Pangs  of  a  Patriot ;  exprefled  in  a  Letter  to  a  Nobleman,  on 
the  unfortunate  Capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  0<5lavo.  6d. 
Walker. 

A  General  Hiftory  of  Conne<5liciit,  from  its  firft  Settlement,  to  its 

latefl 
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lateft  Period  of  Amity  with  Great  Britain,  including  a  Del- 
fcription  of  the  Country,  and  many  curious  and  inter efting 
Anecdotes.  By  a  Gentleman.  Oclavo.  5s.  3d.  Boards. 
Bew. 

The  Intereft  of  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  her  American  Colo- 
nies, confidered.  To  which  is  added,  an  Appendix,  containing 
the  Outlines  of  a  Plan  for  a  general  Pacification.  By  James 
Anderfon,  M.  A.  Author  of  Obfervations  of  the  Means  of 
exciting  a  Spirit  of  National  Induftry,  &c.  Odavo.  2s.  6d. 
Cadell. 

Impartial  Refle6lions  on  the  Condu6l  of  the  late  Adminiftration 
,    and  Oppofition,  and  of  the  American  Congrefs.   06lavo.  is.  6d. 
Nicol. 

The  Britifli  Hero  in  Captivity.  A  Poem.  Quarto,  is.  6d. 
Robfon. 

Ode,  on  the  Surrender  at  York  Torvvn.  To  the  Honourable  W. 
Pitt.     Quarto.    6d.     Bo  wen,  Sec. 

The  New  and  impartial  Univerfal  Hiflory  of  North  and  South 
America,  and  of  the  prefent  Trans- Atlantic  War.  By  Charles 
Henry  Arnold,  Efq.  late  of  Philadelphia,  now  of  London. 
i2mo.     3s.  fewed.     Hogg. 

Narrative  of  a  Shipwreck  on  the  Illand  of  Cape  Breton,  in  a 
Voyage  from  Quebec,  1780.  By  S.  W.  Prentice,  Enfign  in  the 
84th  Regment  of  Foot.     i2mo.     is.  6d.    Richardfon. 

Refleftions 
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Re{le(!;lioiio  on  the  prcfeat  State  of  England,  and  the  Independence 
of  America.     By  Thomas  Day,  Efq.   06lavo.  2S.    Stockdale. 

A  Collection  of  State  Papers,  relative  to  the  iirfi:  Acknowledgment 
of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
Reception  of  their  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  by  their  High 
MightinefTes  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands. 
To  which  is  prefixed,  the  political  Chara6ler  of  John  Adams, 
Plenipotentiary.    Octavo.     2S.     Fielding. 

Thoughts  on  the  prefent  War ;  with  an  impartial  Review  of  Lord 
North's  Adminiftration,  in  condu6ting  the  American,  French, 
Spanifli ;  and  Dutch  War,  and  in  the  Management  of  Contra6ls, 
Taxes,  the  Public  Money,  &c.     06lavo.     is.  6d.     Dilly. 

Webfter's  Remarks  on  the  Manners,  Government,  Laws,  and 
Debt  of  America.     06lavo.     2s.    Printed  at  Philadelphia. 

Cui  Bono  ?  or,  An  Enquiry  what  Benefits  can  arife  either  to  the 
Englifh  or  the  Americans,  the  French,  Spaniards,  or  Dutch, 
from  the  greateft  Vi6lories,  or  SuccelTes,  in  the  prefent  War  ? 
Being  a  Series  of  Letters,  addrelTed  to  Monfieur  Necker,  late 
Comptroller  General  of  the  Finances  of  France.  By  Jofiah 
Tucker,  D.  D.  Dean  of  Gloucefter.     Odiavo.     2S.     Cadell. 

Confiderations  on  the  American  War,  under  the  following  Heads- 
American  Independency — Purfuit  of  the  War — War  of  Ports-^ 
Plan  of  Operations — French  Policy.  By  Jofeph  Williams,  Efq. 
Quarto.     2s.     Hookham. 

Fabricius ;  or.  Letters  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  Ab- 

furdity 
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furdity  and  Mifchlefs  of  defenfive  Operations  only  in  the  Ame- 
rican War ;  and  on  the  Faikire  of  the  Southern  Operations, 
06tavo.     2S.    Wilkie. 

Confiderations  on  the  Attorney  General's  Propofition  for  a  Bill  for 
the  Eftablifhment  of  Peace  with  America.  By  an  Old  Member 
of  Parliament.     06lavo.     is.  6d.     Debrett. 

The  Declaration  and  Addrefs  of  his  Majefty's  fuffering  Loyalifls, 
to  the  People  of  America.     Quarto,     is,  6d.     Becket. 

Confolatory  Thoughts  on  American  Independency ;  Ihewing  the 
great  Advantages  that  will  arife  from  it  to  the  Manufa6lures,  the 
Agriculture,  and  Commercial  Interefl  of  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Publiflied  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Orphan  Hofpital  at  Edinburgh. 
By  a  Merchant.  061:avo.  is.  Edinburgh,  printed  by  Do- 
naldfon. 

Two  Memorials,  not  originally  intended  for  publication,  now  Pub- 
lifhed ;  with  an  explanatory  Preface.  By  Governor  Pownall. 
061:avo.     is.  6d.     Dodfley. 

Letter  from  an  American  Farmer  ;  defcribing  certain  provincial 
Situations,  Manners,  and  Cuiloms,  not  generally  known  ;  and 
conveying  fome  Idea  of  the  late  and  prefent  interior  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North  America.  Written  for 
the  Information  of  a  Friend  in  England,  by  J.  He6lor  St.  John, 
fi  Farmer  in  Pennfylvania.     06lavo.     5s.  boards.     Davis. 

Narrative  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  relative 
to  his  Condu6l  during  Part  of  his  Command  of  the  King's 
Troops  in  North  America.     Octavo.     2s.     Debrett. 

Reply 
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Reply  ta  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Narrative.    Odlavo.     2S,    Faukler. 

A  free  and  impartial  Examination  of  the  Preliminary  Articles  of 
Pacification,  figned  at  Paris,  Jan.  20,  1783.     is.  6d.     Fielding. 

The  Cafe  and  Claim  of  the  American  Loyalifrs  impartially  ftated 
and  confidered.     O^lavo.     is.    Wilkie. 

Remarks  on  the  Letters  from  an  American  Farmer  ;  or,  A  Detec- 
tion of  the  Errors  of  Mr.  He6lor  St.  John.  061:avo.  6d. 
Fielding. 

Confequences  (not  before  adverted  to)  that  are  likely  to  refult  from 
the  Revolution  of  the  Br itifli  Empire.     06lavo.     is.     Wilkie. 

A  Letter  to  Earl  of  Shelburne,  on  the  Peace.  06tavo.  is.  6d. 
Debrett. 

Candid  and  impartial  Confiderations  on  the  Prdiminary  Articles 
of  the  Peace,  &c.     06lavo.     is.  6d.     Robfon. 

The  Conllitution  of  the  feveral  Independent  States  of  America. 
06lavo.     3s.  6d.     Stockdale. 

An  Authentic  Copy  of  the  Provifional  and  Preliminary  Articles  of 
Peace  betv^een  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  King  of  France,  and  the  King  of  Spain,     is.     Debrett.  ~ 

Preliminary  Articles,  &c.  in  French  and  Englifh.     2s.    Harrifon. 

Authentic  Copies  of  the  Preliminary  Articles,  &c.     is.     Debrett, 
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A  Letter  addrefled  to  the  Abbe  Raynal  on  the  Affairs  of  North 
America :  In  which  the  Miftakes  in  the  Abbe's  Account  of  the 
Revohition  of  America,  are  corre6led  and  cleared  up.  By  Tho- 
mas Payne,  M.  A.  of  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania,  and  Au- 
thor of  a  Tra6l,  entitled  "  Common  Senfe."  Philadelphia 
printed.     London  reprinted.     06tavo.     is.  6d.     Dilly.     1782. 

Obfervations  on  fome  Parts  of  the  Anfwer  of  Earl  Cornwallis  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Narrative.  By  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Henry  Chnton,  K.  B.  To  which  is  added,  an  Appendix,  con- 
taining Extra6ts  of  Letters,  and  other  Papers,  to  which  refer- 
ence is  neceflary.     Octavo.     2s.6d.     Debrett. 

Confiderations  on  the  Provifional  Treaty  with  America,  and  the 
Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  with  France  and  Spain.  06tavo. 
2S.  6d.     CadelL 

The  Conftitutions  of  the  feveral  Independent  States  of  America ; 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  ;  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
between  the  laid  States ;  the  Treaties  with  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  &c.  Publifhed  by  Order  of  Congrefs.  Philadelphia 
printed.     London  reprinted  for  J.  Walker.     06lavo.     3s.  6(L 

The  Treaties  between  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  and  the  Thir- 
teen United  States  of  America.  Publiftied  by  Order  of  Congrefs. 
Philadelphia  printed.  London  reprinted.  O(5tavo.  is.  Stock- 
dale. 

Remarks  on  the  Letters  from  an  American  Farmer  ;  or,  A  Detec- 
tion of  the  Errors  of  Mr.  J.  He6lor  St.  John,  pointing  out  the 
pernicious  Tendency  of  thefe  Letters  to  Great  Britain.  Oc- 
tavo.    6d,     Fielding. 
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1783. 

Obfervations  on  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Treaty  with  America : 
and  on  the  Neceflity  of  appointing  a  Judicial  Enquiry  into  the 
Merits  and  LofTes  of  the  American  Loyalifts.  Printed  by  Order 
of  their  Agents.     061:avo.     6d.    Wilkie. 

Lieutenant  James  Moody's  Narrative  of  his  Exertions  and  Suffer- 
ings in  the  Caufe  of  Government,  fmce  the  Year  177^  ;  authen- 
ticated by  proper  Certificates.  06tavo.  is.  6d.  Richardfon 
and  Urquhart. 

The  American  Wanderer  through  various  parts  of  Europe.  In  a 
Series  of  Letters  to  a  Lady,  interfperfed  with  a  Variety  of  inte- 
refting  Anecdotes.     By  a  Virginian.     06lavo.    6s.     Robfon. 

Obfervations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States.  With  an 
Appendix  ;  containing  an  Account  of  all  the  Rice,  Indigo,^  Co- 
chineal, Tobacco,  Sugar,  MelalTes,  and  Rum,  imported  into,, 
and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  the  laft  Ten  Years ;  of  the 
Value  of  all  Merchandize  imported  into,,  and  exported  from 
England  ;  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  &c.  Alfo  an  Account  of  the  Shipping  in  America  pre- 
vious to  the  War.    06lavo.     as.  6d.     Debrett. 

A  Letter  from  General  . Wafhington  to  General  Gh:een.  06lavov 
6d.     Stockdale. 

Political  Refle6lions  on  the  late  Colonial  Governments.  By  an 
American.    06tavo.     3s*    Wilkie. 

A  View  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica and  the  Weft  Indies,  at  the  Time  the  Civil  War  broke 

out^ 
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out,  Sec.  By  Anthony  Stokes,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 
Barrifter  at  Law,  his  Majefty's  Chief  Juftice  in  Georgia.  06lavo. 
6s.  boards.     White. 

Dire6lions  to  the  American  Loyahfts.  By  a  Loyalift.  06lavo. 
IS.     Flexney. 

Addrefles  and  Recommendations  to  the  States,  by  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  aflembled.  By  Order  of  Congrefs.  06lavo.  2S. 
Stockdale. 

The  Conftitutions  of  the  feveral  Independent  States  of  America, 
(never  before  publifhed).  By  the  Rev.  William  Jackfon.  Oc- 
tavo.   6s.  boards.     Stockdale. 

1784. 
A  Memorial  addrefled  to  the  Sovereigns  of  America:    By  T.  Pow- 

nall,  late  Governor,  Captain  General,  Vice  Admiral,  &c.  of  the 
Provinces,  now  States,  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  and  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Jerfey.  06lavo.  2s.  6d. 
Debrett.     1783. 

A  Letter  from  an  American,  now  refident  in  London,  to  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  on  the  Subje6l  of.  the  Reftraining  Proclama- 
tion ;  and  containing  Stri<5tures  on  Lord  Sheffield's  Pamphlet 
on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States.  Octavo,  is.  6d. 
Stockdale. 

Confiderations  on  the  prefent  Situation  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  with  a  View  to  their  future  com- 
mercial Conne6tions  ;  particularly  defigned  to  expofe  the  dan- 

E  e  2  gerous 


(       2la      ) 

gerous  Tendency  of  the  Argument  ufed,  and  of  the  Condu- 
lions  drawn,  in  a  late  Pamphlet  publilhed  by  Lord  Sheffield,. 
&c.    06lavo.     2s.  6d.     Stockdale. 

The  American  and  Britifh  Chronicle  of  War  and  Politics ;  being 
an  accurate  and  comprehenfive  Regifler  of  the  moft  memora- 
ble Occurrences  in  the  lafl  Ten  Years  of  his  Majelly's  Reign,, 
in  which  will  be  found  above  1800  interefting  Events  during 
the  late  War  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland.  The  whole  carefully  colle6led  from  authentic 
Records,  &c.  2s.  6d.  No  Bookfeller's  Name.  Sold  at  No*. 
25,  Exeter-ftreet,,  Strand.. 

Remarks  on  the  Climate,  Produccj  and  natural  Advantges  of  Nova- 
Scotia.  In  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,- 
06lavo.     is.     Debrett.. 

Hiftory  of  the  Difputes  with  America,  from  their  Origin  in  17541 . 
Written  in  the  Year  1774.  By  John  Adams,  Efq^.  06lavo. 
2S.  6d.     Stockdale., 

Remarks  concerning  the  Savages  of  North  America.  06lavo.  3d'.. 
Sold  by  Baldwin. 

Remarks  on  Lord  Sheffield's  Obfervations  on  the  Commerce  of  the- 
American  States.  By  an  American.  06lavo.  is.  6d.  Stockdale. 

Two  Tra6ls :  Information  to  thofe  who  would  remove  to  America ;: 
and  Remarks  concerning  the  Savages  of  North  America.  B35 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin.    06lavo.     is.    Stockdale. 
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An  Addrefs  to  the  United  States  of  America.  To  which  is  added, 
a  Letter  to  the  Honourable  Robert  Morris,  Efq.  with  Notes  and 
Obfervations.  By  Silas  Deane,  Efq.  late  one  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  Plenipotentiary  from,  the  the  United  States  to  the  Court 
of  Verfailles.     06lavo.     2s.     Debrett^ 

Obfervations  Sur  le  Gouvernment,  et  les  Loix  des  Etats  Unis  de 
TAmerique  ;  i.  e.  Obfervations  on  the  Government  and  Laws  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  Tranflated  from  the  French  of 
the  Abbe  de  Mabley  ;  with  a  Preface  by  the  Tranflator.  Am^ 
fterdam,  printed  for  Rofifart  and  Co. 

Opinions  on  interefting  Subje6^s  of  Public  Law,  and  Commercial 
Policy,  arifmg  from  American  Independence.  By  George 
Chambers.    06lavo.    3s.    Debrett. 

1785.. 

A  Tour  in  the  United  States  of  America,  containing  an  Accoxmt 
of  the  prefent  Situation  of  that  Country  ;  the  Population,  Agri- 
culture, Commerce,  Cuftoms,  and  Manners,  Anecdotes,  &c.  By 
J.  F.  D.  Smith,  Efq.     06lavo.     2  Vols.     los.  6d.  boards.    Ro- 

•    binfon,  &c. 

A  genuine  Detail  of  the  leveral  Engagements,  Pofitions,  and 
Movements  of  the  Royal  and  American  Armies,  during  the 
Years  1775,  and  1776  ;  with  an  accurate  Account  of  the  Block- 
ade of  Bofton,  and  a  Plan  of  the  Works  on  Bunker's  Hill,,  at 
the  Time  it  was  abandoned  by  his  Majefly's  Forces  on  the  17th 
of  March  1776.  In  a  Series  of  Letters  to  a  Friend.  By  William 
Carter,  late  a  Lieutenant  of  the  40th  Regement  of  Foot. 
Quarto.    2s.  6d.     Kearfley. 

OlifervatioAS; 
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Obfervations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
the  Means  of  making  it  a  Benefit  to  the  World.  To  which  is 
added,  a  Letter  from  M.  Turgot,  late  Comptroller  General  of 
the  Finances  of  France  ;  with  an  Appendix,  containing  a  Tranf- 
lation  of  the  Will  of  M.  Fortune  Ricard,  lately  publiihed  in 
France.  By  Richard  Price,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D.  and  Fellow  of  the. 
Royal  Society  of  London,  and  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
in  New  England.     06lavo.     2S.  6d.     Cadell. 

A  Poem,  addrefled  to  the  United  States  of  America.  By  David 
Humphries,  Efq.  Colonel  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States, 
and  Aid  de  Camp  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Quarto.  2S.  Newnham,  printed  ;  Paris,  reprinted  ;  London^ 
reprinted  for-Kearfley. 

Confiderations  on  the  Order  of  Cincinnatus  ;  to  which  are  added, 
as  well  fever al  Original  Papers  relative  to  the  Inilitution,  as  alfo, 
a  Letter  from  the  late  M.  Turgot,  Comptroller  of  the  Finances 
in  France,,  to  Dr.  Price,  on  the  Conftitution  of  America ;  and 

.  an  Abfh'a6l  of  Dr.  Price's  Obfervations  on  the  Importance  of 
the  American  Revolution ;  with  Notes  and  Refle6lions  upon 
that  Work.  Tranflated  from  the  French  of  the  Count  de  Mi- 
rabeau.     06lavo.     Quarto.     4s.  boards.     Johnfon. 

Profpe6l ;  or,  Reunion  of  Britain  and  America  ;  a  Poem.  Ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt.  Quarto,  is.  6d. 
Bew. 

The  Crifis  of  the  Colonies  confidered ;  with  fome  Obfervations  on 
the  neceflity  of  properly  connedling  the'r  Commercial  Intereft 
with  Great  Britain  and  America.     Addrefled  to  the  Duke  of 

Richmond. 


(     2^5     ) 

Richmond.  With  a  Letter  to  Lord  Penrhyn,  late  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Planters  and  Well  India  Merchants.  O6lavo. 
IS.  6d.     Bew. 

The  Hiftory  of  New  Hampfhire.  Vol.  IL  Comprehending  the 
Events  of  one  complete  Century,  from  the  fir  ft  Difcovery  of  the 
River  Fafcataqua.  By  Jeremy  Belknap,  A.  M.  06lavo.  Phi- 
ladelphia.   Sold  in  London  by  Longman. 

Hiftory  of  the  Abiponians,  or  Warlike  People  of  Paraguay,  by 
M.  M.  Dobrizhoflfer,  formerly  a  Jefuit  and  a  Miflionary  of  that 
Country.     3  Vols.     06tavo.     Vienna. 

A  Poem  on  the  Happinefs  of  America.  By  David  Humphreys.. 
Quarto.     2s.     Newbury. 

Account  of  the  prefent  State  of  Nova  Scotia.  06lavo.  3s.  Edin- 
biu'gh.    Sold  by  Longman  in  London. 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  King  of  Pruflia.     06lavo, 

Tranfa6lions  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, for  promoting  ufeful  Knowledge.  Quarto.  Second 
Vol.     15s.    Philadelphia. 

Laws  of  the  Legiflature  of  New  York  in  Force  againft  the  Loy- 
alifts,  and  afFe6ling  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  Britifh 
Merchants,  and  others,  having  Property  in  that  State.  Odavo. 
3s.    Debrett. 

Poems 
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Poems  on  feveral  Occafions,  written  in  Pennfylvania.  By  William 
More  Smith,  Efq.  06lavo.  ss.  6d.  fewed.  Philadelphia, 
printed  ;  London,  reprinted  by  Dilly. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  War  witK  America,  France,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land, commencing  in  1775,  and  ending  in  1783.  By  John 
Andrews,  L.L.D.     06lavo.    4  Vols.   il.  8s.  boards.    Fielding. 

Letters  written  in  London,  by  an  American  Spy,  from  the  Year 
1764  to  the  Year  1785.     lamo.     gs.    Crowder,  &c. 

1787. 
Travels  in  North  America,  by  the  Marquis  De  Chattelleux.  Tranf- 
lated  from    the  French,   with  Notes  by  the  Tranflator,    and 
Maps.     2  Vols.     06lavo.     14s. 

A  Defence  of  the  Conftitution  of  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  By  John  Adams,  L.L.D.  and  Member  of  the 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Boflon.  06tavo.  5s.  boards. 
Dilly. 

Memoir  on  the  Difcovery  of  America.     By  Mr.  Otto. 

Hiftory  of  the  Voyages  and  Difcoveries  made  in  the  North. 
Tranflated  from  the  German  of  John  Reinhold  Forfter,  J.  U,  D. 
Elucidated  by  feveral  new  and  original  Maps.  Quarto,  il.  is. 
boards.     Robinfon.     1786. 

Hiftory  of  Mexico,  collected  from  Spanifh  and  Mexican  Hifto- 
rians,  from  Manufcripts  and  ancient  Paintings  of  the  Indians. 
Illuftrated  with  Charts  and  Plates.    By  Abbe  D.  Francefco  Sa- 

verio 
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verio  Clavigero.  Tranflated  from  the  original  Italian,  by  Charles 
Cullen,  Efq.     Quarto,     s  Vols.     2I.  2s.     Boards.     Robinfons. 

Plan  of  the  new  Conftitution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreed  upon  in  a  Convention  of  the  States.  06taY0.  is.  Debrett. 

The  Adventures  of  Jonathan  Corncob,  Loyal  American  Refugee. 
Written  by  Himfejf.     12 mo.     2s.  6d.  fewed.     Robinfons,  &c. 

Hiftoire  Des  Troubles  De  TAmerique  Angloife;  Ecrite  fur  les  Me- 
moires  les  plus  Authentiques ;  dedicee  a  Sa  Majefte  Tres-Chre- 
tienne.  Par  Francois  Soules.  4  Tomes,  Avec  des  Cartes. 
A  Paris,  chez  BuifTon  Libraire,  Hotel  de  Mefgrigny;  rue  des 
Poitevens,  No.  13, 

1788. 

A  Defence  of  the  Conftitution  of  Government  of  the  United  States 

of  America.     By  John  Adams,  LL.  D.    Odlavo.     6s,     Dilly, 

The  Claims  of  the  American  Loyalifts  reviewed  and  maintained  on 
incontrovertible  Principles  of  Law  and  Juftice.  O6tavo.  3s. 
Wilkie. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  South  Carolina,  from  a  Britifli 
Province  to  an  Independent  State.  By  David  Ramfay,  M.  D. 
06tavo,     2  Vols.     12s.     Stockdale. 

Stri6lures  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton's  Hiftory  of  the  Cam- 
paigns of  1780  and  1781,  in  the  Southern  Provinces  of  North- 
America.     By  Roderick  Mackenzie. .  0(5tavo.     4s.     Faulder. 

F  f  ■  Notes 
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Notes  on  the  State  of  Virginia.  By  Thomas  Jeiferfon.  Oflavo. 
7s.     Stockdale. 

The  prefent  State  of  Maryland.  By  the  Delegates  of  the  People^ 
06lavo.     IS.     Stockdale. 

Recherches  Hiftoriques  et  Politiques  fur  les  Etats  Unis  de  TAme- 
rique  Septentrionale,  &c.     O6W0.     4  Tom.     Paris. 

Memoirs  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  to  the 
End  of  the  Year  1783.  Vol.  II.  Quarto,  il.  is.  boards. 
Printed  at  Bofton  1785,  and  fold  by  Dilly  in  London. 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Eftablifhment  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America,  including  an  Ac- 
count of  the  late  War,  and  of  the  Thirteen  Colonies,  from  their 
Origin  to  that  Period.  By  William  Gordon,  D.  D.  In  4  Vols. 
Odavo.  il.  4s.  For  the  Author.  Sold  by  C.  Dilly  and  J. 
Buckland. 

Additions  and  Corre6lions  to  the  former  Editions  of  Dr.  Robert- 
fon's  Hiftory  of  America.     06lavo.     2s.  6d.     CadelL 

ArbulVum  Americanum — The  American  Grove ;  or,  an  Alpha- 
betical Catalogue  of  Forefl  Trees,  Shrubs,  Natives  of  the  Ame- 
rican United  Sates,  arranged  according  to  the  Linnaean  Syfi:em> 
by  Humphry  Marfhal.  06lavo.  3s.  fewed.  Printed  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  fold  by  White  in  London. 

Lettres  Americ  lines,  dans  lefquelles  on  Examine  TOrigine,  TEtat 
Civil,  Po'itiqu3,  Militaire,  &  Religieux,  les  Arts,  rinduflrie,. 
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!es  Sciences,  les  Moeurs,  les  Ufages  des  Anciens  Habitans  de 
rAmeriqiie ;  les  gran  des  Epoques  de  la  Nature,  I'Ancienne 
Communication  des  deux  H^mifpheres,  &  la  derniere  Revolu- 
tion qui  a  fait  difparoitre  TAtlantide  ;  pour  Servir  de  Suite  aux 
Memoires  de  D.  UUoa.  Par  M.  Le  Compte  J.  R.  Carli,  Prefident 
emerite  de  Confeil  Supreme  d'Economie  Publique,  &  Confeiller 
prive  d'Etat  de  Sa.  M.  Imperiale  &  Royale.  Avec  des  Obferva- 
tions  &  Additions  du  Tradu6leur.  a  Tomes.  A  Bofton.  Et 
Se  trouve  a  Paris,  Chez  Buiflbn. 

L'Influence  de  la  Decouverte  de  TAmerique  fur  le  bonheur  du 
Genre  Humain.    Par  L'Abbe  Genty.     Octavo.    Paris, 


F  f  s  The 
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The  following  Pages  xvere  tranfcribed  from  that  curious^  entertaining, 
and  valuable  Ifork,  entituled  The  Hiftory  of  Mexico.  By  Abb^  De 
Francefco  Saverio  Clavigero, 

A     CATALOGUE 

Of  fome  European  and  Creole  Authors  who  hav^e  writ- 
ten on  the  Dodrines  of  Chriftianity  and  Morality  in 
the  Languages  of  New  Spain. 

N.  B.  A.  ftands  for  Auguftinian, 

D. Dominican, 

F.    Francifcan, 

J.    Jefuit, 

P.   Secular  Prieft, 

And  *  denotes  that  the  Author  printed  fome  of  his  Works. 


In  the  Mexican  Language. 

*Ag.  de  Betaiicourt,  F.  Creole. 

Al.  de  Efcalona,  F.  Spaniard. 

Al.  de  Herrera,  F.  Spaniard. 
*A1.  Molina,  F,  Spaniard. 

Al.  Rangel,  F.  Spaniard. 

Al.  de  Truxillo,  F.  Creole. 

And.  de  Olmus,  F.  Spaniard. 

Ant.  Davila  Padilla,  D.  Creole, 

Ant.  De  Tovar  Montez,  P.  Creole. 

Arn.  Baflace,  F.  Frenchman. 

BaldalTare  del  Caftillo,  F.  Sp. 


Bald. 
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Bald.  Gonzalez,  J.  Creole. 

Barn.  Paez,  A.  Creole. 

Barn.  Vargas,  P.  Creole. 

Bart,  de  Alba,  P.  Creole. 

Ben.  Fernandez,  D.  Spaniard. 

Ber.  Pinelo,  P.  Creole. 
*Ber.  de  Sahagun,  F.  Spaniard. 
*Car  de  Tapia  Centeno,  P.  Cr. 

Fil.  Diez,  F.  Spaniard. 

Fran.  Gomez,  F.  Spaniard. 

Fran.  Ximenez,  F.  Spaniard. 

Garcia  de  Cifneros,  F.  Spaniard. 

Juan  de  la  Anunciacion,  A.  Sp. 

Juan  de  Ayora,  F.  Spaniard. 

Juan  Battifta,  F.  Creole. 

Juan  de  S.  Francifco,  F.  Span. 

Jean  Focher,  F.  Frenchman. 
*Juan  de  Gaona,  F.  Spaniard. 

Juan  Mijangos. 

Juan  de  Ribas,  F.  Spaniard. 

Juan  de  Romanones,  F.  Sp. 
*Juan  de  Torquemada,  F.  Sp. 

Juan  de  Tovar,  J.  Creole. 

Jerom  Mendieta,  F.  Spaniard. 
*Jof.  Perez,  F.  Creole. 
*Ign.  de  Paredes,  J.  Creole. 
*  Louis  Rodriguez,  F. 
'  *Mart.  de  Leon,  D.  Creole. 

*Mat.  Gilbert,  F.  Frenchman. 

Mich.  Zarate,  F. 
*Pierre  de  Gante,  F.  Fleming. 


Pedro 
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Pedro  de  Oroz,  F.  Spaniard. 
*Toribio  de  Benavente,  F.  Sp. 

In  the  Otomee  Language, 

Ab.  Rangel. 
Earnaba  de  Vargas. 
*Fran.  de  Miranda,  J.  Creole. 
Gio.  di  Dio  Cailro,  J.  Creole. 
Orazio  Carochi,  J.  Milanefe. 
Pedro  Palacios,  F.  Spaniard. 
Pedro  de  Oroz. 
Seb.  Ribero,  F. 
N.  Sanchez,  P.  Creole. 

In  the  Tarqfcan  Language, 

*  Mat.  Gilbert. 

Juan  Battifta  Lagunas,  F. 
*Angelo  Sierra,  F.  Creole. 

The  Zapotecan  Language. 

Bernardo  de  Albuquerque,  D.  Sp.  and  Bifhop  of  Guajaca, 
Al.  Camacho,  D.  Creole. 
Ant.  del  Pozo,  D.  Creole. 
Crill.  Aguero,  D.  Creole. 

In  the  Miztecan  Language. 

Ant.  Gonzalez,  D.  Creole. 
Ant.  de  los  Reyes,  D,  Span. 
Ben.  Fernandez.  D.  Spaniard. 


In  the  Maya  Language, 
Al.  de  Solana,  F,  Spaniard. 


And. 
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And.  de  Avendano,  F.  Creole. 
Ant.  de  Ciudad  Real,  Span. 
Bern,  de  Valladolid,  F.  Span. 
Car.  Mena,  F.  Creole. 
Jos.  Doniinguez,  F.  Creole. 

In  the  Tvtonacan  Language. 

And.  de  Olmos. 

Ant.  de  Santoyo,  P.  Creole. 

Chrift.  Diaz,  de  Anaya,  P.  Creole. 

In  the  Popolucan  Language. 
Fran.  Toral,  F.  Sp.  Bp.  of  Yucatan. 

In  the  Matlazincan  Language, 
Andrea  de  Caftro,  F.  Span. 

In  the  Huaxtecan  Language, 

And.  de  Olmos. 
^Cai*.  de  Tapia  Centeno. 

In  the  Mixe  Language, 
*Ag.  Quintana,  D.  Creole. 

In  the  Kiche  Language, 

Bart,  de  Anleo.  F.  Creole. 
Ag.  de  Avila,  F. 

In  the  Cakciquel  Language, 
Bart,  de  Anleo. 
Alv.P.F.  Creole. 


Ant. 
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Ant.  Saz.  F.  Creole. 

Ben.  de  Villacanas,  D.  Creole. 

In  the  Taraumaran  Language, 
Ag.  Roa.  J.  Spaniard. 

In  the  Tepehuanan  Language. 
Ben.  Rinaldini,  G.  Neopolitan. 

Tliere  are  many  other  Languages,  as  alfo  many  other  Writers ; 
but  we  omit  mentioning  any  but  thofe  whofe  Works  have  been 
printed,  or,  at  leaiV,  particularly  efteemed  by  the  Learned. 

Authors   of  Grammars  and  Dictionaries  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Language, 

Of  the  Mexican. 

Ftan.  Ximenes,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 

And.  de  Olmos,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 

Bern,  de  Sahagun,  Gram,  and  Di6t. 
*A1  de  Molina,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
*Car.  de  Tapia  Centeno,  Gram,  and  Ei6l. 

Al.  Rangel,  Gram. 
^Ant.  del  Rincon,  J.  Cr.  Gram. 
*Orazio  Carochi,  Gram. 

Bern.  Mercado,  J.  Cr.  Gram. 

Ant.  Davila  Padilla,  Gram. 
*Ag.  de  BetancLirt,  Gram. 

Barnaba  Paez,  Gram. 

Ant.  de  Tovar  Montezuma,  Gram. 
^^^Ign.  de  Paredes,  Gram. 

G  g  .  *Igtt' 
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*Ant.  de  Caftelu,  P.  Cr.    Gram. 
*Jof.  Perez,  Gram. 

Gaetano  de  Cabrera,  P.  Cr.  Gram. 
* Ag.  de  Aldana  y  Guevara,  P.  Cr.  Gram. 

Jean  Focher,  F.  Frenchman,  Gram. 
*Ant.  Cortes  Canal,  Indian  Prieft,  Gram» 

Of  the  Otomee. 

Juan  Range],  Gram. 

Pedro  Palacios,  Gram. 

OrazioCarochi,  Gram. 

N.  Sanchez,  Di6l.  * 

Seb.  Ribero,  Di6t. 

Giov.  di  Dio  Caftro,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 

Of  the  Tar af can. 

*Mat.  Gilbert,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
*Ang.  Sierra,  Gram,  and  Di6t. 
Juan  Battifta  de  Lagunas,  Gram. 

Of  the  Zapotican. 

Ant.  del  Pozo,  Gram. 
Chrift.  Aguero,  Di(5l. 

Of  the  Mixtecan. 
Ant.  de  los  Reyes,  Gram. 

Of  the  Maya, 

And.  de  Avendano,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
Ant.  de  Ciudad  Real,  Di61:. 
Louis  de  Villanpando,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
*Pedro  Beltran,  F.  Cr.  Gram. 

Of 
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Of  the  Totonacan. 

And.  de  Olmos,  Gram,  and  DI6t. 
Criil.  Diaz  de  Anaya,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 

Of  the  Populucan. 
Fran.  Toral,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 

Of  the  Matlazincan. 
And.  de  Caftro,  Gram,  and  Dicl. 

Of  tJx  Huaxtican. 

And.  de  Olmos,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
Car.  de  Tabia,  Gram,  and  Di6t. 

Of  the  Mexee, 
'^Ag.  Quintana,  Gram,  and  Di(5t. 

Of  the  CakchiqueL 
Ben  de  Villicanas,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 

Of  the  Tauramaran. 

Jerom  Figueroa,  J.  Cr.  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
Ag.  De  Roa,  Gram. 

Of  the  Tepehuanan. 

Jerom  Figueroa,  Gram,  and  Di6l. 
Tom  de  Guadelaxara,  J.  Cr.  Gram. 
Ben  Renaldini,  Gram. 


G  g  2  2he 
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The  following  CATALOGUE  OF  STATE  PAPERS  is  extraaed 
from  Jefferfon's  Virginia  ;  but  the  Editor  has  referred  to  moji  of  the 
Authorities  from  whence  they  were  taken,  and  found  them  accurate. 

It  is  faid  to  he  in  Contemplation  of  an  American  Gentleman   (named 
Hazard  j  to  publi/h  a  very  extenfwe  Collection  of  Papers  of  tUs  De^ 
fcription, 

A    CATALOGUE    OF 
AMERICAN   STATE    PAPERS- 


1496,  March  5.     1 1  HEN.  FIL 
Pro  Johanne  Caboto  &  filiis  fuis  fuper  Terra  incognita,  invelli- 
ganda.     12  Ry.  ^g^.     3  Hack.  4.    2  Mem.  Am.  409. 

1498,  Feb,  3.     13  HEN,  FIL 
Billa  fignata  anno  13  Hen.  Sept.     3  Hackl.  Voiages  5. 

1502,  Dec.  19.     18  HEN  FIL 
De  Poteftatibus  ad  Terras  incognitas  inveftigandum.    13  Rym.  37^ 

1540,  October  27. 
CommifTion  de  Francois  I.  a  Jacques  Cartier  pour  reftabliflement 
du  Canada.    L.  Efcarbot,  Q^g'j,    s  Mem.  Am.  416% 

5^'4S> 
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1548.     2  EDJV.  VI. 
An  A6t  againfi:  the  Exa6lion  of  Money  by  any  Officer  for  Licence 
to  traffic  into  Ifeland  and  Newfoundland.      Made  in  an.  2  Edw. 
Sext.     3  HackL  131. 

1578,  June  11.     20  ELIZ. 

The  Letters  Patent  granted  by  her  Majefty  to  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert, 
Knight,  for  the  inhabiting  and  Planting  of  our  People  in  Ame- 
rica.    3  Hackl.  135. 

1583,  Feb.  6. 

Letters  Patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Adrian  Gilbert,  and  others, 
to  difcover  the  Norths  Weft  Paflage  to  China.     3  Hackl.  9^. 

1584,  March  25.     26  ELIZ. 

Letters  Patent  granted  by  the  Queen  to  M.  Walter  Raleigh,  now 
Knight,  for  difcovering  and  planting  new  Lands  and  Countries  ; 
to  continue  the  Space  of  Six  Years,  and  no  more.     3  Hackl. 

243- 

1589.    ^lELIZ. 

An  Affignment  by  Sir  W.  Raleigh,  for  continuing  the  A6lion  of 
inhabiting  and  planting  his  People  in  Virginia.  Hackl.  ift.  ed. 
pub.  in  1589,  page  815. 

1603,  ^'5^-  ^' 
Lettres  de  Lieut.  Gen.  de  L'Acadie  &  pays  circonvoifms  pour  le 
Sieur  de  Monts.     L.  Efcarbot,  417. 

i6o6,  April  10.    4,  J  AC.  I. 

An  Ordinance  and  Conftitution  enlarging  the  Council  of  the  two 

Colonies 
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Colonies  in  Virginia  and  America,  and  augmenting  their  Au- 
thority.    MSS.^ 

The  Second  Charter  to  the  Treafurer  and  Co.  for  Virginia,  ere6l- 
ing  them  into  a  Body  PoHtic.     Stith,  Ap.  2. 

1610,  April  10.    JAC.  I 

Letters  Patents  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  granting  Part  of  the 
Ifland  of  Newfoundland.     1  Harris.  861. 

^6ll,  March  1^.     gJAC.L 

A  third  Charter  to  the  Treafurer  and  Company  for  Virginia.— 
Stith.  App.  3. 

1617, .  JAC.  L 

A  Commiffion  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.     Qu.  ? 

1^20,  April  7.     iSJAC.L 

Commiflio  Specialis  concernens  le  garbling  Her  bee  Nicotianse. 
17  Rym.  190. 

1620,  jfune  29. 

A  Proclamation  for  reftraint  of  the  difordered  trading  of  Tobacco. 
17  Rym.  233. 

1620,  November  3. 
A  grant  of  New  England  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth. 

1621,  July  24,,-^  JAC.  I. 

An  Ordinance  and  Conftitution  of  the  Treafurer,  Council,  and 
Company  in  England,  for  a  Council  of  State  and  General  Af- 
fembly  in  Virginia.     Stith.  App.  4. 

1621. 
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1621,  September  10 — 20. 
A  grant  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Sir  William  Alexander.    2.  Mem.  de- 
-    rAmerique.     i^^fe^ 

1622,  November  6,     20  J  AC.  /. 

A  Proclamation  prohibiting  interloping  and  diforderly  trading  to 
New  England  in  America.     17  Rym.  41^. 

1623,  ^^y  9>    21  JAC.  L 

De  Commiflione  ipeciali  Willielmo  Jones  militi  dire6la.    17  Rym, 
490. 

1623. 

A  grant  to  Sir  Edmund  Ploy  den,  of  New  Albion.    Mentioned  in 
Smith's  Examination.  82. 

1624,  y^b  ^5-     22  JAC.  h 

De  Commiflione  Henrico  vice-comiti  Man^evill  &  aliis.     17  Rym. 
6og.  X^ 

1624,  Auguft  26. 

De  Commiflione  fpeciali  concernenti  gubernationem  in  Vjrglnia, 
17  Rym.  618.  %-^ 

1624,  September  29. 
A  Proclamation  concerning  Tobacco.     17  Rym.  621. 

1624,  November  g. 
De  conceflione  demifs.    Edwardo  Dichfield  et  aliis.    17  Rym.  Qq^> 

1625,  ^(^rch  2.     22  JAC.  L 

A  Proclamation  for  the  utter  prohibiting  the  Importation  and  Ufe 

of 
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of  all  Tobacco,  which  is  not  of  the  proper  Growth  of  the  Colony 
of  Virginia  and  the  Somer  Iflands,  or  one  of  them.  17  Kym.  66S, 

1625,  March  4.     1  CAR.  L 

De  Commiffione  diredla  Georgio  Yardely  militi  et  aliis.     18  Rym, 
311. 

1625,  -^/n"/  9. 
Proclamatio  de  Herba  Nicotiana.     18  Rym.  tg. 

1625,  May  13. 
A  Proclamation  for  fettlinge  the  Plantation  of  Virginia.  18  Rym.  72. 

i62gy  July  12. 

A  grant  of  the  Soil,  Barony,  and  Domains  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Sir 
W^illiam  Alexander,  of  Mindrie.  2  Mem.  Am.  226. 

1626,  January  31.     2  CAR.  I. 

Commiffio  dire6ta  Johanni  Wolftenholme  militi  et  aliis.     18  Rym, 
-831. 

1626,  February  17. 
A  Proclamation  touching  Tobacco.    Rym.  848* 

1627,  March  19.     Qu.^    2  CAR.  I. 

A  grant  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  by  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  to  Sir 
Henry  Rofwell,  and  others. 

1627,  March  26.    3  CAR.  L 

De  conceffione  CommifTionis  Specialis  pro  concilio  in  Virginia.     18, 
Rym.  9801 

H  h  1627, 


234  A  CATALOGUE  OF 

1627,  March  30.     sCAR.  I. 

De  Proclamationc  de  Signatione  de  Tobacco.     18  Ry.  B8G. 

1627,  Augujl  9. 
De  Proclamatione  pro  Ordinatione  de  Tobacco.     iB  Ry.  920, 

1628,  March  4.    4  CAR,  I. 

A  Confirmation  of  the  grant  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  by  the  Crown ► 

1629,  Auguji  19. 

The  Capitulation  of  Quebec.  Champlain  Part.  2,  216.  2  Mem» 
Am.  489. 

i%o,  January  6.     5  CAR.  L 
A  Proclamation  concerning  Tobacco.     19  Ry.  235, 

1630,  April  30. 

Conveyance  of  Nova  Scotia  (Port-Royal  excepted)  by  Sir  Wilh'am 
Alexander  to  Sir  Claude  St.  Etienne,  Lord  of  la  Tour  and  of 

.  Uarre,  and  to  his  Son,  Sir  Charles  de  St.  Etienne,  Lord  of  St. 
Dennifcourt,  on  Condition  that  they  continue  Subjec^ls  to  the 
King  of  Scotland,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Scotland, 


*o 


1^30-31,  Nov.  24.     6  CAR.  I. 

A  Proclamation  forbidding  the  diforderly  trading  with  the  Savages 
in  New  England,  in  America,  efpecially  the  furnifhing  the  Na- 
tives in  thofe,  and  other  Parts  of  America,  by  the  Englifh, 
with  Weapons  and  Habiliments  of  War.  19  Ry.  210.  3 
Rulhw.  82. 


AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS.  235 

1630,  December  5.    6  CAR  L 

A  Proclamation  prohibiting  the  felling  Arms,  &c.  to  the  Savages 
in  America.     Mentioned  3  Rufhw.  75. 

i%o.    CAR.  I. 

A  grant  of  Conne(5licut  by  the  Council  of  Plymouth  to  the  Earl  of 
Warwick. 

1630.    CAR.  L 

A  Confirmation  by  the  Crown  of  tlie  Grant  of  Connedticut  [^faid 
to  be  in  the  Petty  Bag  Office  in  England.] 

1631,  March  19.     6  CAR»  I. 

A  conveiance  of  Conne6licut  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  Lord  Say 
and  Seal,  and  others.     Smith's  Examination,  App.  Na.  1. 

1631,  June  27.    7 CARL 

Afpecial  CommilTion  to  Edward  Earle  of  Dorfett,  and  others,  for 
the  better  Plantation  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia.     19  Ry.  301. 

1631,  June  29.     7  CAR.  I. 

Litere  continentes  promiffionem  regis  ad  tradendum  eaflrum  et 
habitationem  de  Kebec  in  Canada  ad  regem  Francorum.    19  Ry. 

303- 

1632.  March  29.     8  CAR  I. 

Trarte  entre  le  Roy  Louis  XIII.  et  Charles  Roi  d'Angleterre  pour 
la  Reftitution  de  la  Nouvelle  France,  la  Cadie  et  Canada  et  des 
Navires  et  Merchandifes  pris  de  part  et  d'autrc.  Fait  a  St.  Ger- 
main.    19  Ry.  361.  2  Mem.  Am.  5. 

H  h  2  1^32, 
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1632,  June  20.     8  C^Tl.  /, 

A  grant  of  Maryland  to  Caecilius  Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore  \a 
Ireland. 

i633>>^^3.    9CAR.L 
A  Petition  of  the  Planters  of  Virginia,  againft  the  Grant  to  Lord 
Baltimore. 

i%3»  >(y  S- 
Order  of  Council  upon  the  Difpute  between  the  Virginia  Planters 
and  Lord  Baltimore.     Votes  of  Repref.  of  Pennfylvania.  V. 

i%3'^^^^#i3-    gCAR.L 
A  Proclamation  to  prevent  Abufes  growing  by  the  unordered  re- 
tailing of  Tobacco,    Mentioned  3  Rufhw.  191. 

1633,  September  23.    9  CAR.  /. 

A  fpecial  Commiffion  to  Thomas  Young,  to  fearch,  difcover,  and 
find  out  what  Parts  are  not  yet  inhabited  in  Virginia  and  Ame- 
rica, and  other  Parts  thereunto  adjoining.     19  Ry.  472. 

1633,  Odtober  13.     9  CAR.  I. 

A  Proclamation  for  preventing  of  the  Abufes  growing  by  the  un- 
ordered retailing  of  Tobacco.     19  Ry.  474. 

1633,  March  13.    CAR  L 
A  Proclamation  reftraining  the  abufive  venting  of  Tobacco.     19 
Rym.  522. 

1634,  May  19.     10  CAR.  I. 

A  Proclamation  concerning  the  landing  of  Tobacccf,  and  alfo  for- 
bidding 
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bidding  the  planting  thereof  in  the  King's  Dominions.     19  Ry. 

1634.    CAR.  I. 

A  Commiflion  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  eleven  others, 
for  governing  the  American  Colonies. 

1634,  June  19.     10  CAR.  I. 
A  Commiflion  concerning  Tobacco.     MSS. 

1635,  July  18.     11  CAR.  I. 

A  Commiflion  from  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  others,  to  John  Win- 
throp,  to  be  Governor  of  Conne6licut.     Smith's  App. 

A  Grant  to  Duke  Hamilton. 

1636,  April  2.     12  CAR.  I. 

De  commiflione  fpeciali  Johanni  Harvey  militi  pro  meliori  regimine 
Coloniae  in  Virginia.     20  Ry.  3. 

1637,  M^^c^  14- 
A  Proclamation  concerning  Tobacco.     Title  in  3  Rufli.  617. 

1636-7,  March  16. 

De  Commiflione  fpeciali  Georgio  domino  Goring  et  aliis  concefla 
concernente  venditionem  de  Tobacco  abfque  licentia  regia.  20 
Ry.  116. 

1637,  April  30.     13  CAR.  I. 

A  Proclamation  againft  the  diforderly  tranfporting  his  Majefl:y's 
Subje6ls  to  the  Plantations  within  the  parts  of  America.     20 

Ry.  H3-    3R^ifl^'409- 

1637. 
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1637,  May  1. 
An  Order  of  the  Privy  Council  to  ftay  eight  Ships  now  in  the 
Thames  from  going  to  New  England.     3  Rufli.  409. 

i%7.     CAR.  I. 

A  Warrant  of  the  Lord  Admiral  to  ftop  unconformable  Minifters 
from  going  beyond  Sea.     3  Rufh.  410. 

1638,  April  4.     CAR.  I. 

Order  of  Council  upon  Claiborne's  Petition  againfl  Lord  Baltimore. 
Votes  of  Reprefentatives  of  Pennfylvania,  vi. 

1638,  April  6.     14,  CAR.  I. 

An  Order  of  the  King  and  Council  that  the  Attorney  General  draw 
up  a  Proclamation  to  prohibit  tranfportation  of  Paflengers  to 
New  England  without  Licenfe.     3  Rufh.  718. 

1638,  May  1.     14,  CAR.  I. 

A  Proclamation  to  reftrain  the  tranfporting  of  Paflengers  and  Pro- 
vifions  to  New  England  without  Licenfe.     20  Hy.  223. 

163^,  March  25.     CAR.  I. 
A  Proclamation  concerning  Tobacco.    Title  4  Rufh.  1060. 

1639,  Augufi  19,  15  CAR.  I. 

A  Proclamation  declaring  his  Majefty's  Pleafure  to  continue  his 
CommilTion  and  Letters  Patents  for  licenfmg  Retailers  of  To- 
bacco,    20  Ry.  348. 

1639,  December  16.     15  CAR.  I. 

De  Commiffione  fpeciali  Henrico  Afliton  armigero  et  aliis  ad  amo- 

vendum 
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vendum  Henricum  Hawley  gubernatorem  de  Barbadoes.     20 
Ry-  357- 

1639.     CAR,  I. 
A  Proclamation  concerning  Retailers  of  Tobacco.     4  Rufli.965. 

1641,  Aug.  g.     17  C^i^.  /. 
De  Conftitutione  gubernatoris  et  Concilii  pro  Virginia.  20  Ry.  484,. 

1643.  ^^R'  J- 

Articles  of  Union  and  Confederacy  entered  into  by  MafTachufetts, 
Plymouth,  Connedticut,  and  Newhaven.     1  Neale,  223. 

1644.  CAR,  I. 

Deed  from  George  Fenwick  to  the  old  Conne6licut  jurifdi(5lion. 

An  Ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  alTembled  in  Parliament, 
for  exempting  from  Cuftom  and  Impofition  all  Commodities 
exported  for,  or  imported  from  New  England,  which  has  been 
very  profperous,  and  without  any  public  Charge  to  this  State, 
and  is  likely  to  prove  very  happy  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  in  thofe  Parts.  Tit.  in  Amer.  Library  go.  5.  No  date. 
But  feems,  by  the  neighbouring  articles,  to  have  been  in  1644. 

1644,  June  20.     CAR.  11. 

An  A61  for  charging  of  Tobacco  brought  from  New  England  with 
Cullom  and  Excife.     Title  in  American  Library,  99.  8. 

1644,  Augufi  1.     CAR.  IL 

An  A61  for  the  advancing  and  regulating  the  Trade  of  this  Com- 
monwealth.   Title  in  American  Library,  gg.  g. 

September 
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September  18.     1  CAR.  II. 
Grant  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virgmia  to  Lord  Hopton,  Lord 
Jennyn,  Lord  Culpeper,  Sir  John  Berkely,  Sir  WiUiam  Moreton, 
Sir  Dudley  Wyatt,  and  Thomas  Culpeper. 

1650,  OSioher  3.     2  CAR.  11. 

An  A61  prohibiting  Trade  with  the  Barbadoes,  Virginia,  Bermu- 
das,  and  Antego.     Scoble's  A6ts,  1027. 

1650.     CAR.  II. 

A  Declaration  of  Lord  Willoughby,  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  and 
of  his  Council,  againft  an  A61  of  Parliament  of  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober, 1650.  4.  Polit.  Regifter.  2.  cited  from  4.  Neale.  Hift.  of 
the  Puritans.     App.  No.  12,  but  not  there. 

1650.     CAR.  II. 

A  final  Settlement  of  Boundaries  between  the  Dutch  New  Ne- 
therlands and  Conne6ticut. 

1651,  September  26.     3  CAR.  II. 

Inftru61ions  for  Captain  Robert  Dennis,  Mr.  Rich^ird  Bennct,  Mr. 
Thomas  Stagge,  and  Captain  William  Ckbourne,  appointed 
Commiflioners  for  the  reducing  of  Virginia,  and  the  Inhabitants 
thereof,  to  their  due  Obedience  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land.    1.  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  197. 

i%l,  Q^ober  9.     3  CAR.  II. 

An  A61  for  increafe  of  Shipping,  and  Encouragement  of  the  Na- 
vigation of  this  Nation.     Scobell's  A6ls,  1449. 

1651-2,  March  12.     4^  CAR.  II. 

Articles  agreed  on  and  concluded  at  James'  Cittie,  in  Viginia,  for 

the 


AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS.  241 

the  furrendering  and  fettling  of  that  Plantation  under  the  Obe- 
dience and  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  by 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Council  of  State,  by  Authoritie  of  the 
Parliament  of  England,  and  by  the  Grand  Aflembly  of  the  Go- 
vernor, Council,  and  Burgeffe  of  that  State.  MSS.  [^Ante, 
pa.  201.] 

i%i-2,  March  is.     4  CAR.  11. 

An  A61  of  Indempnitie  made  at  the  Surrender  of  the  Countrey  [[of 
Virginia,]]  [[Ante,  p.  2o6.[] 

1654,  Aug.  16. 
Capitulation  de  Port-Royal.     Mem.  Am.  507. 

1655.    CAR,  11. 
A  Proclamation  of  the  Prote6lor  relating  to  Jamaica.  3  Thurl.  75. 

i6j5,  September  26.     7  CAR.  IL 

The  Prote6lor  to  the  Commiffioners  of  Maryland.     A  Letter. 
4  Thurl.  55. 

i%5,  OBober  8.     7  CAR.  IL 

An  Inftrument  made  at  the  Council  of  Jamaica,  Ocl.  8,  i%5,  for 
the  better  carrying  on  of  Affairs  there.     4  Thurl.  71. 

'    .  i%5,  ^ov.  3. 

Treaty  of  Wellminfter  between  France  and  England.    6  Corps 
Diplom.  Part  2.  p.  121.  2  Mem.  Am.  10. 

1656,  March  27.    S  CAR  IL 

The  Affembly  at  Barbadoes  to  the  Protector.     4  Thurl.  %i. 

I  i  1^5^, 
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1636,  Augvfi  9. 
A  Grant  by  Cromwell  to  Sir  Charles  de  Saint  Etienne,  a  Baron  of 
Scotland,  Crovvne  and  Temple.     A  French  Tranflation  of  it. 
2  Mem.  Am.  511. 

1656.    CAR,  IL 
A  Paper  concerning  the  Advancement  of  Trade.     5  Thurl.  80. 

165^.     CAR.  IL 

A  brief  Narration  of  the  Englifli  Rights  to  the  Northern  Parts  of 
America.    5  Thurl.  81. 

165^,  OBober  10.     8  CAR  IL 

Mr.  R.  Bennet  and  Mr.  S.  Matthew  to  Secretary  Thurloe.  5  ThurL 
483. 

1656,  OBober  10.    8  CAR  IL 

Obje6lions  againfl  the  Lord  Baltimore's  Patent ;  and  Reafons  why 
the  Government  of  Maryland  ihould  not  be  put  into  his  hands. 
5  Thurl.  482. 

1656,  Oaober  10.     8  CAR.  IL 
A  Paper  relating  to  Maryland.    5  Thurl.  483. 

i%6,  OBober  10.     8  CAR.  IL 

A  Breviet  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  Offi- 
cers and  Compliers  in  Maryland,  againfl  the  Authority  of  the 
Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  and  againfl  his 
Highnefs  the  Lord  Prote6tor's  Authority,  Laws,  and  Govern- 
ment.   5  Thurl.  486. 

16^6, 
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16^6,  OStoher  15.     8  CAR.  11. 
The  Aflembly  of  Virginia  to  Secretary  Thurlce.     5  Thurl.  ^g'j, 

1657,  ^pril  4.     9  CAR.  11. 
The  Governor  of  Barbadoes  to  the  Protedlor.    6  Thurl.  1%. 

1661.    CAR.  II. 

Petition  of  the  General  Court  at  Hartford  upon  Connedticut  for  a 
Charter.    Smith's  Exam.    App.  4, 

1662,  April  23.     14  CAR  IL 
Charter  of  the  Colony  of  Conne6ticut.    Smith's  Exam.    App.  6, 

1662-2,  March  24,^  April  4f.     1^  CAR.  IL 

The  fir  ft  Charter  granted  by  Charles  II.  to  the  Proprietaries  of 
Carolina ;  to  wit,  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
Lord  Craven,  Lord  Berkeley,  Lord  Afhley,  Sir  George  Carteret, 
Sir  William  Berkeley,  and  Sir  John  Colleton.     4  Mem.  Am. 

554-  > 

1664,  Feb.  10. 

The  Conceflions  and  Agreement  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  the 
Province  of  New  Casfarea,  or  New  Jerfey,  to  and  with  all  and 
every  of  the  Adventurers,  and  all  fuch  as  (hall  fettle  or  plant 
there.    Smith's  New  Jerfey.     App.  1. 

1664,  March  12,  20.     16  CAR.  II. 
A  Grant  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

1664,  ^pril  26.     16  CAR.  IL 

A  ComnHffion  to  Colonel  Nichols,  and  others,  to  fettle  Difputes  in 
New-England.     Hutch.  Hift.  Mafl'.  Bay.    App.  537, 

I  i  8  1664^, 
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1664,  April  26. 
The  CommlfTion  to  Sir  Robert  Carre,  and  others,  to  put  the  Duke 
of  York  in  Pofleflion  of  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and  all  other 
Lands  thereunto  appertaining. 

Sir  Robert  Carre,  and  others.  Proclamation  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
New  York,  New-Jerfey,  &c.     Smith's  N.  J.  36. 

1664,  June  23,  24,     16  CAR.  IL 

Deeds  of  Leafe  and  Releafe  of  New-Jerfey,  by  the  Duke  of  York 
to  Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Carteret. 

A  conveiance  of  the  Delaware  Counties  to  William  Penn. 

1664,  Augujl  19-29,  20-30,  24,  25. — September  4. 

Letters  between  Stuyvefant  and  Colonel  Niehols  on  the  Englifh 
Right.     Smith's  N.  J.  37—42. 

1664,  Augujl  9,y, 

Treaty  between  the  Englifli  and  Dutch,  for  the  Sunrender  of  the 
New-Netherlands*     Sm.  N.  Jerf.  42. 

September  3. 

Nicoirs  Commiflion  to  Sir  Robert  Carre,  to  reduce  the  Dutch  ort 
Delaware  Bay.     Sm.  N.  J.  47. 

Inftru6lions  to  Sir  Robert  Carre,  for  reducing  of  Delaware  Bay,- 
and  fettling  the  People  there  under  his  Majefly's  Obedience, 
Sm.  N.  J.  47. 

1664,  OBober  1. 

Articles  of  Capitulation  between  Sir  Robert  Carre  and  the  Dutch 

and 


AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS.  245 

and  Swedes,  on    Delaware   Bay  and  Delaware  River.     Sm. 
N.J.  49. 

1664,  December  1.     i6  CAR.  11. 

The  Determination  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Boundary  between 
the  Duke  of  York  and  Connedlicut.     Sm.  Ex.  Ap.  9. 

1664. 
The  New  Haven  Cafe.     Smith's  Ex.  Ap.  20. 

i^%>  y^n^  13-24.     17  CAR.  IL 
The  Second  Charter  granted  by  Charles  II.  to  the  fame  Proprietors 
of  Carolina.    4  Mem.  Am.  586. 

1666,  January  26^ 

Declaration  de  Guerre  par  la  France  contre  TAngleterre.  3  Mem. 
Am.  123. 

1666,  February  9.     17  CAR.  11. 

Declaration  of  War  by  the  King  of  England  againft  the  King  of 
France. 

16^7,  July  31. 

The  Treaty  of  Peace  between  France  and  England  made  at  Breda. 
7  Corps  Dipl.  Part  1.  p.  41.     2  Mem.  Am.  32. 

1667,  July  31. 

The  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Alliance  between  England  and  the 
United  Provinces  made  at  Breda.  7  Corp.  Dip.  P.  1,  p.  44- 
2  Mem.  Am.  40. 
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1667-8,  February  17. 
A(5le  de  la  Ceflion  de  TAcadie  au  Roi  de  France.  2  Mem.  Am.  292. 

1668,  April  21. 

Directions  from  the  Governor  and  Council  of  New  York  for  a  bet- 
ter Settlement  of  the  Government  on  Delaware.  Sm.  N.  J.  51. 

1668. 
Lovelace's  Order  for  Cuftoms  at  the  Hoar  kills.  Sm.  N.  J.  55. 

1668,  May^.     21  CAR.  IT,       ' 

A  Confirmation  of  the  Grant  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia  to 
the  Earl  of  St.  Alban's,  Lord  Berkeley,  Sir  William  Moreton, 
and  John  Tretheway. 

1672. 
Incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Newcaftle  or  Amftell. 

1673,  February  25.     25  CAR.  11. 

A  Demife  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  to  the  Earl  of  Arlington  and 
Lord  Culpeper  for  Thirty-one  Years.     MSS. 

1673-4. 

Treaty  at  London  between  King  Charles  XL  and  the  Dutch, 
Article  VI. 

Remonftrances  againft  the  Two  Grants  of  Charles  II.  of  Northern 
and  Southern  Virginia.     Ment.  Beverley.     65. 

1674,  July  13. 
Sir  George  Carteret's  Inftru6lions  to  Governor  Carteret. 

i^74<- 
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1674,  November  9. 
Governor  Andros's  Proclamation  on  taking  Pofleflion  of  Newcaftle 
for  the  Duke  of  York.     Sm.  N.  J.  78. 

1^75,  Odtoher  1.     27  CAR.  IL 

A  Proclamation  for  prohibiting  the  Importation  of  Commodities  of 
Europe,  into  any  of  his  Majeily's  Plantations  in  Africa,  Afia,  or 
America,  which  were  not  laden  in  England  :  and  for  putting  all 
other  Laws  relating  to  the  Trade  of  the  Plantations  in  efFe6lual 
Execution. 

167G,  March  3. 

The  Conceflions  and  Agreements  of  the  Proprietors,  Freeholders, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Weft-New- Jerfey,  in  Ame- 
rica.    Sm.  N.  J.  App.  2. 

1676,  July  1. 
A  Deed  quintipartite  for  the  Divifion  of  New -Jerfey. 

1676,  Auguji  18. 

Letter  from  the  Proprietors  of  New -Jerfey  to  Richard  Hartfhorne. 

Sm.  N.J.  80. 

Proprietors  Inftru6lions  to  James  Wafle  and  Richard  Hartihorne. 
Sm.  N.  J.  83. 

1676,  06toher  10.     28  CAR.  IL 
The  Charter  of  King  Charles  II.  to  his  Subje^is  of  Virginia.  MSS. 

1676. 

Cautionary  Epiftle  from  the  Truftees  of  Byllinge's  Part  of  New- 
Jerfey.    Sm.  N.  J.  84. 
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1677,  September  10.' 
Indian  Deed  for  the  Lands  between  Rankoka's  Creek  and  Timber 
Creek,  in  New-Jerfey. 

1677,  September  27. 
Indian  Deed  for  the  Lands  from  Oldman  s  Creek  to  Timber  Creek, 

in  New-Jerfey. 

1677,  OSloher  10. 

Indian  Deed  for  the  Lands  from  Rankoka's  Creek  to  Aflunpink 
Creek,  in  New-Jerfey. 

1678,  December  5. 

The  Will  of  Sir  Gerge  Carteret,  fole  Proprietor  of  Eaft-Jerfey,  or- 
derins:  the  fame  to  be  fold. 


•i-> 


1680,  February  16. 

An  Order  of  the  King  in  Council,  for  the  better  Encouragement  of 
all  his  Majefty's  fubje6ls  in  their  Trade  to  his  Majeily's  Plan- 
tations, and  for  the  better  Information  of  all  his  Majefty's  loving 
Subje6ls  in  thefe  Matters.  London  Gazette,  No.  1596.  Title 
in  Amer.  Library,  134,  6. 

1680. 

Arguments  againft  the  Cufloms  demanded  in  New-Weft- Jerfey,  by 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  addrefled  to  the  Duke's  Commif- 
fioners.     Sm.N.  J.  117. 

1680,  June  14,  23,  25. — 06t.  16. — Nov.  4,  8,  11,  18,  20,  23. 
D^6\  16.— 1680-1,  Jan.  15,  22. — Feb,  24. 

Extracts  of  Proceedings  of  the  Comniittee  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions ; 
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tions ;  Copies  of  Letters,  Reports,  &c.  between  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Mr.  Penn,  Lord  Baltimore,  and  Sir  John  Werden,  in  the 
Behalf  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Penn* 
fylvania  Boundaries  by  the  L.  C.  J.  North.  Votes  of  Repr. 
Penfyl.  vii. — xiii. 

1681,  March  4^.    CAR,  IL 

A  Grant  of  Pennfylvania  to  William  Penn,  Votes  of  Reprefen. 
Pennfylv.  xviii. 

1681,  April  2. 

The  King's  Declaration  to  the  Inhabitants  and  Planters  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennfylvania.    Vo.  Rep.  Penn.  xxiv. 

1681,  July  11. 

Certain  Conditions  or  Conceflions  agreed  upon  by  William  Penn, 
Proprietary  and  Governor  of  Pennfylvania,  and  thofe  who  are 
the  Adventurers  and  Purchafers  in  the  fame  Province.  Votes  of 
Rep.  Pennfylv.  xxiv. 

1681,  November  g. 

Fundamental  Laws  of  the  Province  of  Wefl-New-Jerfey.  Sm.  N.  J, 
126. 

1681-2,  January  14. 

The  Methods  of  the  CommifTioners  for  fettling  and  regulation  of 
■    Lands  in  New  Jerfey.     Sm.  N.  J.  13b. 

'  rl  1681-2,  February  1,  2. 

Indentures  of  Leafe  and  Releafe  by  the  Executors  of  Sir  George 

Carteret,  to  William  Penn,  and  1 1  others,  conveying  Eafl  Jerfey. 

<  K  k  168s, 
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1682,  Mar.  14. 
The  Duke  of  York's  frefh  Grant  of  Eaft-New-Jerfey  to  the  2,^ 
Proprietors. 

1682,  April  25. 

The  Frame  of  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Penfylvania,  in 
America.     Votes  of  Repr.  Penn.  xxvii. 

1682,  Auguji  21. 
The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  for  Pennfylvania.     Vo.  Repr.  Penn. 

XXXV. 

1682,  Aug.  24. 

The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  of  Feoffment  of  Nev^caftle,  and  twelve 
Miles  circle,  to  William  Penn.     Vo.  Repr.  Penn. 

1682,  Augiift  24. 

The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  of  Feoffment  of  a  Tra6l  of  Land  13 
Miles  South  from  Newcaftle  to  the  Whorekills,  to  V^illiam  Penn. 
Vo.  Repr.  Penn.  xxxvii. 

1682,  November  ^'^.    34  CAR.  IL 

A  Commiflion  to  Thomas  Lord  Culpeper,  to  be  Lieutenant  and  Go- 
vernor-General of  Virginia.     MSS. 
«. 

1682,  10^^  Month,  6th  Day, 

An  A61  of  Union  for  annexing  and  uniting  of  the  Counties  of  New- 
caftle, Jones's,  and  Whorekill's,  alias  Deal,  to  the  Province  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  of  Naturalization  of  all  Foreigners  in  the 
Province  and  Counties  aforefaid. 


1682, 
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1682,  Decembers, 
An  A61  of  Settlement. 

1683,  ^P^^^  2. 
The  Frame  of  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  Territories  thereunto  annexed  in  America. 

1683,  ^P^'^^  ^7»  27-  "^^y  30 •  J'^^^  ^2. — 1684,  Feb.  12,  July  2, 
16,  23.  Sept.  30.  D^^:.  9. — 1685,  Mir^:^  17.  -4w^w/?  18,  26. 
Sept.  2.     Odtober  8,  17,  31.     iVbt;.  7. 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations  in  the 
Difpute  betw^een  Lord  Baltimore  and  Mr.  Penn.  Vo.  R,  P.  xiii 
"— xviii. 

1^83,  July  17. 

A  Commiflion  by  the  Proprietors  of  Eafl-New-Jerfey  to  Robert  Bar- 
clay to  be  Governor.    Sm.  N.  J.  16^. 

1683,  >5;2^.     S5CARir. 

An  Order  of  Council  for  iflliing  a  Quo  Warranto  againfl  the  Char- 
ter of  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  in  New  England, 
with  his  Majefty's  Declaration,  that  in  Cafe  the  faid  Corporation 
of  Maffachufetts  Bay  (hall  before  Profecution  had  upon  the  fame 
Quo  Warranto  make  a  full  Submiflion  and  entire  Refignation  to 
his  Royal  Pleafure,  he  will  then  regulate  their  Charter  in  fucli 
a  Manner  as  (hall  be  for  his  fervice  and  the  good  of  that  Colony. 
Title  in  Amer.  Library.     139.  ^. 

1683,  Sept.  28.     S5  CAR.  //. 

A  Commiflion  to  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  to  be  Lieutenant  and 
Governor  General  of  Virginia.    MSS« 

K  k  2  1684, 
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■  1684,  ^^y  3- 
The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Chief  Governor,  Council,  and  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Ifla!nd  of  Nevis,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  prefented 
to  his  Majefty  by  Colonel  Netheway  and  Captain  Jefferfon,  at 
Windfor,  May  3,  1684.  Title  in  Araer.  Libr.  142.  3.  Cites 
Lond.  Gaz.  No.  1527.  ^ 

1684,  Augujl^\ 
A  Treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Albany. 

1686,  mv.  1^. 

A  Treaty  of  Neutrality  for  America  between  France  and  England. 
7.  Corps.  DipLPart  2.  p.  44.  a.  Mem.  Am.  40. 

1687,  January  20. 
By  the  King.    A  Proclamation  for  the  more  efFe6lual  reducing  and 

fupprefling  of  Pirates  and  Privateers  in  America,  as  well  on  the 
.;  Sea  as  on  the  Land,  in  great  Numbers,  committing  frequent 

Robberies  and  Piracies,  which  hath  occafioned  a  great  Predjudice 

and  Obftrii6lion  to  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  given  a  great 
,    Scandal  and  Difturbance  to  our   Government  in  thofe  Parts.. 

Title  Amer.  Libr.  147.  2.    Cites  Lond.  Gaz^.  No.  2315. 

1687,  February  12.. 

Conftitution  of  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  Weft-Jerfey.    Smith's 
.    N.  Jerfey.  199. 

1687,  fiw-  September  27.    4  J  AC.  IL 

A  Confirmation  of  the  Grant  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia 
toLordCulfeper. 

3^87, 


AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS.  2^5 

1687,  September  5. 

Governor  Coxe's  Declaration  to  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  Weft 
Jerfey.     Sm.  N.  J.  190. 

.*  1687,  December  16. 

fe'     Provifional  Treaty  of  Whitehall  concerning   America,   between 
%  France  and  England.     2  Mem.  de  TAm.  89. 

1  1687. 

1    Governor  Coxe's  Narrative  relating  to  the  Divifion  Line,  dire6led 
i       to  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  Weft-Jerfey .   Sm.  App.  No.  4. 

^  1687. 

The  Reprefentation  of  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  Weft- Jerfey 
to  Governor  Burnet.     Smith.  App.  No.  5, 

The  Remonftrance  and  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Eaft-New- 
Jerfey  to  the  King.     Sm.  App.  No.  8. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Proprietors  of  Eaft-Nev^- Jerfey  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade.     Sm.  App.  No.  9. 

16SS,  September  3. 

Agreement  of  the  Line  of  Partition  between  Eaft  and  Weft-New- 
Jerfey.    Sm.  N.  J.  196. 

1691. 

Conveiance  of  the  Government  of  Weft- Jerfey  and  Territories,  by 
Dr.  Coxe,  to  the  Weft- Jerfey  Society. 

1691, 
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16^1,  October  7. 
A  Charter  granted  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Province  of  Maflachiifetts  Bay,  in  New  England, 
2  Mem.  deTAra.  f^g^- 

i6g^,  November  7. 

The  Frame  of  Government  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  Territories  thereunto  belonging,  palTed  by  Governor  Mark- 
ham.     November  7,  1696. 

1697,  September  20. 

The  Treaty  of  Peace  between  France  and  England,  made  at  Ryf- 
wick.     7  Corps  Dipl.  Part.  2.  p.  399.     2  Mem.  Am.  89. 

The  Opinion  and  Anfwer  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Memorial 
of  the  Proprietors  of  Eafl-New-Jerfey.     Sm.  App.  No.  10. 

1700,  January  15. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Proprietors  of  Eaft-New-Jerfey  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade.     Sm.  App.  No.  11, 

The  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Eaft  and  Weft-New- Jerfey  to 
the  Lords  Juftices  of  England.     Sm.  App.  No.  12. 

1700.     mLLIAMIIL 

A  Confirmation  of  the  Boundary  between  the  Colonies  of  New- 
York  and  Conne6licut,  by  the  Crown. 

1701,  Augiijl  12. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Proprietors  of  Eaft  and  Weft-Jerley  to  the 
King,    Sm.  App.  No.  14. 

1701^ 
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1701,  OBoher  2. 

Reprefentution  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  Jiiftices.  Sm, 
App.  No.  13. 

,.      :  1701. 

A  Treaty  with  the  Indians. 

"^        170 1-2,  Januarys. 

Report  of  Lords  of  Trade  to  King  Wilham,  of  Draughts  of  a  Com- 
miffion  and  Inflru6tions  for  a  Governor  of  New~Jerfey.  Sm. 
N.  J.  262. 

1702,  April  15. 

Surrender  from  the  Proprietors  of  E.  and  W.  N.  Jerfey,  of  their 
pretended  Right  of  Government  to  her  Majeily  Queen  Anne. 
Sm.  N.  J.  211. 

1702,  April  17. 

The  Queen's  Acceptance  of  the  Surrender  of  Government  of  Eaft 
and  Weft-Jerfey.     Sm.  N.  J.  219. 

1702,  November  i6. 
Inftru6lions  to  Lord  Cornbury.    Sm.  N.  J.  230. 

1702,  December  5. 

A  Commiflion  from  Queen  Anne  to  Lord  Cornbury,  to  be  Cap- 
tain-General and  Governor  in  Chief  of  New- Jerfey.  Sm.  N.  J. 
220. 

"^ToSi  June  27. 

Recognition  by  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  the  true  Boundary 

of 
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of  the  Deeds  of  September  lo  and  06lober  lo,  1677,     (New- 
.  Jerfey).     Sm.  N.  J.  96. 

1703. 

Indian  Deed  for  the  Lands  above  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware  hi  Weft- 
Jerfey. 

Indian  Deed  for  the  Lands  at  the  Head  of  Rankoka's  River,  in 
.  Weft-Jerfey. 

1704,  June  18. 

A  Proclamation  by  Queen  Anne  for  fettling  and  afcertaining  the 
current  Rates  of  Foreign  Coins  in  America.    Sm.  N.  J.  281. 

1705,  May  3. 
Additional  Inftru6lions  to  LordCornbury.    Sm.  N.  J.  235.   . 

1707,  May  3. 
Additional  Inftrudlions  to  LordCornbury.     Sm.  N.  J.  258. 

1707,  November  20. 
Additional  Inflru6lions  to  Lord  Cornbury.    Sm.  N.  J.  259. 

1707. 

An  Anfwer  by  the  Council  of  Proprietors  for  the  Weftern  Divifion 
of  New- Jerfey,  to  Queilions  propofed  to  them  by  Lord  Corn- 
bury.    Sm.  N.  J.  285. 

1708-9,  February  28. 

In{b*u6lions  to  Colonel  Vetch  in  his  Negociations  with  the  Gover- 
nors of  America.    Sm.  N.  J.  364. 

1708-9, 
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1708^-9,  February  28. 
Inftru6lions  to  the  Governor  of  New-Jerfey  and  New- York.     Sm. 
N.  J.  361. 

1710,  Aug. 
Earl  of  Dartmouth's  Letter  to  Governor  Hunter. 

1711,  April  22.  ,   j^ 

Premieres  Propofitions  de  la  France.    6  Lamberty,  669.     a  Mem. 
Am.  341. 

1711,  0£l.  8. 

Reponfes  de  la  France  aux  demandes  Preliminaires  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne.    6  Lamb.  681.     2  Mem.  Amer.  344. 

1711,  Sept.  27.  0^.8. 

Demandes  Preliminaires  plus  Particulieres  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
avec  les  Reponfes.     2  Mem.  de  TAm.  34^. 

1711,  Sept.  27.  Odt.S. 
L' Acceptation  de  la  Part  de  la  Grande  Bretagne.    a  Mem.  Am. 


i..:r 


1711,  Dec  23. 

The  Queen's  In{lru6lions  to  the  Bilhop  of  Briftol  and  Earl  of 
Strafford,  her  Plenipotentiaries,  to  treat  of  a  general  Peace.  6, 
Lamberty,  744.     2  Mem.  Am.  358. 

1712,  iV%  24,  June  10. 

A  Memorial  of  Mr.  St.  John  to  the  Marquis  de  Torci,  with  regard 
to  North  America,  to  Commerce,  and  to  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms. 
7.  Recueil  de  Lamberty,  161.     2  Mem.  de  TAmer,  ^y6. 

L  1  171s, 


«58  A  CATALOGUE  OF 

1712,  Jwje  10. 
Reponfe  du  Roi  de  France  au  Memoire  de  Londres.     7  Lamberty, 
p.  163.     3  Mem.  Am,  380. 

1712,  Auguji  19. 

Traite  pom'  xme  Sufpenfion  d'Arraes  entre  Louis  XIV.  Roi  de 
France,  &  Anne,  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  fait  a  Paris. 
8.  Corps  Diplom.  Part.  1.  p.  308.     2.  Mem.  d'Am.  104. 

1712.     Sept.  la. 

Offers  of  France  to  England,  Demands  of  England,  and  the  An- 
fwers  of  France.     7.  Rec.  de  Lamb.  491.     2  Mem.  Am.  390. 

.  17 1 3,  March  31 .  April  11, 

Traite  de  Paix  &  d'Amitie  entre  Louis  XIV.  Roi  de  France,  & 
Anne,  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  fait  a  Utrecht.     15.  Corps 

t^''iPiplomatique  de  Dumont,  339.  id.  Latin.  2.  A6les  &  Memoires 
de  la  Pais  d'Utrecht,  457.  id.  Lat.  Fr.  2  Mem.  Am.  113, 

1713,  MzrcZ)  31.     April  11, 

Traite  de  Navigation  &  de  Cominerce  entre  Louis  XIV.  Roi  de 
France,  &  Anne,  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  Fait  a  U^trecht. 
8.  Corps  Diplom.  Part  1.  p.  345.     2  Mem.  de  TAm.  137. 

1726. 
A  Treaty  with  the  Indians. 

1728,  January, 

The  Petition  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of  New-Jerfey , 
to  have  a  diftin(5l  Governor.    Sm.  N.  J.  421. 
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1732.    GEO.  11. 
Deed  of  Releafe  by  the  Government  of  Conne6licut  to  that  of 
New  York. 

1732,  June  g,  20.    5  GEO.  11. 

The  Charter  granted  by  George  the  Second  for  Georgia.  4  Mem. 
del' Am.  617.. 

Petition  of  Lord  Fairfax,  that  a  Commiffion  might  ifTue  for  running 
and  marking  the  dividing  Line  between  his  Diflridl  and  the 
province  of  Virginia. 

,  ^7SSy  ^ov.  29. 

Order  of  the  King  in  Council  for  Commiflioners  to  furvey  and 

fettle  the  faid  dividing  Line  between  the  Proprietary  and  Royal 

Territory. 

1736,  Augiiji  5. 

Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  relating  to  the  feparating  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Province  of  New-Jerfey  fi'om  New-York.  Sm. 
N.  J.  423. 

1737,  Jugufl  10. 

,  Survey  and  Report  of  the  Commiirioners  appointed  on  the  Part  of 
the  Crown  to  fettle  the  Line  between  the  Crown  and  Lord 
Fairfax. 

.>,•.'•»■  .  ■     ■ 

Survey  and  Report  of  the  Commiflioners  appointed  on  the  Part  of 
Lord  Fairfax,  to  fettle  the  Line  between  the  Crown  and  him. 

LI  2  1738, 
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1738,  December  21. 
Order  of  Reference  of  the  Surveys  between  the  Crown  and  Lord 
Fairfax,  to  the  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 

1744'  y^^^' 

Treaty  with  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Lancafler. 

^745»  Aprils. 
Report  of  the  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs,  fixing  the  Head  Springs 
of  Rappahanoc  and  Patowmac,  and  a  Commiffion  to  extend  the 
Line. 

^745>  April  11. 
Order  of  the  King  in  Council,  confirming  the  faid  Report  of  th»^ 
Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 

1748,  April  ^o. 

Articles  Preliminaires  pour  parvenir  a  la  Paix,  fignes  a  Aix-k- 
Chapelle  entre  les  Miniflres  de  France,  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  &  des  Provinces  Unies  des  Pays  Bas.     2  Mem.  de  TAm. 

1748,  May  21; 

Declaration  des  Miniflres  de  France,  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  &  des 
Provinces  Unies  des  Pays-Bas,  pour  re6lifier  les  Articles  L  &  IL 
des  Preliminaires.     2  Mem.  Am.  165. 

1748,  Odtoher  7-18.    22  GEO.  IL 

The  General  and  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  at  Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle.    Lond.  Mag.  1748,  503  French.    2  Mem.  Am.  i^9» 

i754> 
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A  Treaty  with  the  Indians. 

1758,  Augujl  7. 

A  Conference  between  Governor  Bernard  and  Indian  Nations  at 
Burhngton.    Sm.  N,  J.  449. 

1758,  Odtober  8. 

A  Conference  between  Governor  Denny,  Governor  Bernard,  and 
others,  and  Indian  Nations  at  Eafton.     Sm.  N.  J.  455, 

^759>  y^b  25.    S3  GEO.  IL 

The  Capitulation  of  Niagara. 

^759- 
The  King's  Proclamation  promifmg  Lands  to  Soldiers. 

1763,  February  10.     3  GEO.  III. 
The  Definitive  Treaty  concluded  at  Paris.    London  Magazine, 

1763,  Odtoher  7.     3  GEO.  IIL 

A  Proclamation  for  regulating  the  CefTions  made  by  the  laft  Treaty 
of  Peace.    Guth.  Geogr.  Gram.  623. 

1763. 

The  King's  Proclamation  againft  fettling  on  any  Lands  on  the 
Waters,  Weftward  of  the  Alleghaney. 

1768,  November  3. 

Deed  from  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  to  William  Trent,  and  others, 

for 
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for  Lands  betwixt  the  Ohio   and  Monongahela.     View  of  the 
Title  to  Indiana.    Phil.  Styner  and  CiH.  177^. 

1768,  November  5. 

Deed  from  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  to  the  Crown  for  ccrtairl 
Lands,  and  feuling  a  Boundary.  .  MSS. 
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and  New^  England. 

Bayard — ^Trial  for  Treafon  113 

Beaty's  Two  Month's  Tour  158 
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Benzo's  New  World  57,69,128 

Bermudas  37»  43>  78*  83 
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Brickill's  Hiftory  of  North  Carolina  1 25 
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Buccaneers  of  America        —         1 05 ,  1 1 2, 1 66 

Buenos  Ayres  — 118 

Burgoyne.     See  Pplitics. 

Burke.     See  Politics. 

Bumaby's  Travels  •     ■  184 

Burton's  Englifh  Empire  in  America  no 

Byfield's  Revolution  in  New  England  107 
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Cabott  (John).      Letters  to  him  from  Henry 

the  Seventh  page  48 

Touching  the  Difcovery  of  the  Weft 

Indies  ,        49>  50 

Voyage  to  Brazil  and  St.  Domingo         52 
Letters  Patent  of  Edward  the  Sixth 

58.59 
California          88,  138,  140,  169,  198 

Calvert's  Account  of  Newfoundland  30 

Camden  (Lord).     See  Politics. 
Canaan — New  Englifti  —  86 

Canada     62,  74,  88,98,  107,   118,   119,   140, 

143,  201,  202 

Canadian  Freeholder  

Canaries  

Cape  Breton  —  56,  137,  140,  2,  205 
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Carranza's  Defcription  of  the  Coafts  of  the 

Spanifli  Weft-Indies  125 

Caribbee  Iflands  —  98,  122,  127 

Carthagena  no 

Carolina      —      37,  97,  99,  103,  116,  121,  123 

See  North  and  South  Carolina. 
Carver's  Travels  — —  199 

Cafas  (Bart.  De).     Deftru£liou  of  the  Indies 

by  the  Spaniards          58,  9 
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